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THE  EELATIOS  OF  '''  FERMENTA- 
TION'' TO  THE  PROCESSES  DI- 
RECTLY SUBSERVIENT  TO  ANI- 
MAL ACTIVITY. 


BY  W.  KUTSON  FORD,  M.  D.,   OF  ST.  LOUIS. 


Delivere<l  before  the    Class  in  rhysiology,  of  the  Charity 
Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  Orleans. 


Gentlemen: — As  we  are  now  about  to  enter 
upon  that  part  of  our  course,  vvhicli  relates  to 
the  origin  of  the  varied  expressions  of  force 
observable  in  animal  life,  I  propose  to  devote 
the  succeeding  hour,  in  a  general  prefator}^ 
wa}',  to  a  consideration  of  certain  relations 
which,  I  think,  are  plainly  discernible  between 
the  various  modes  of  what  is  generally  styled 
"fermentation,"  and  those  decompositive 
changes  constantly  in  progress  within  the  ani- 
mal* economy. 

And  I  desire  expressly  to  premise,  that  in 
the  following  remarks,  I  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cuss the  agencies  whereby  ' '  fermentation  "  is 
developed,  modified,  or  arrested,  for  on  this 
subject  there  is  just  now  much  controversy, 
into  which  it  would  be  quite  unprofitable  to 
lead  you.  T  shall  consider  simply  the  changes, 
more  particularl}^  chemical,  which  are  admitted 
by  all  to  take  place,  both  in  fermenting  organic 
matter  and  in  the  living  organism  ;  and  the 
subject  of  our  examination  to-day  will  there- 
fore be  the  significance  merely  of  well-known 
phenomena  of  a  decompositive  kind  with  re- 
gard to  each  other — no  special  reference  oeing 
intended  at  this  time,  to  the  etiology  of  any 
of  them : 

In  this  jar,  j^ou  see  a  turbid  liquid  un- 
dergoing what  we  call  "fermentation." 
This  liquid  was  prepared  by  boiling  certain 
farinaceous  matters  with  water  containing 
a  little  acid.  When  the  gummy  and  starchy 
constituents  of  the  grain  had  been  fully 
converted  into  glucose,  the  acid  was  neu- 
tralized, the  jar  covered,  and  the  whole  set 
aside  at  a  mean  temperature  of  55®  to  65®  F. 


No  yeast  of  any  sort,  nothing  whatever,  in 
fact,  was  added ;  nevertheless  the  alcoholic 
fermentation  has  begun,  and  is  now,  as  you 
see,  in  active  progress. 

After  due  time  this  fermentative  movement 
will  subside,  the  liquid  will  then  separate  into 
two  portions,  of  which  the  uppermost,  more  or 
less  transparent,  will  be  disturbed   by  the  oc- 
casional  passage  of  bubbles  of  gas   liberated 
from  the  sedimentary  mass  below,  of  shreds  of 
grain-husk  and  confervoid  growths  developed  in 
the  previous  fermentation.    The  active  efferves- 
cence you  now  witness  will  thus  pass  into  a 
quieter  movement  of  the  same  kind  with  mani- 
fest fall  of  temperature,  giving  rise  for  some 
time  still,  while  the  temperature  remains  low, 
to  products  like  those  of  the  primary  outburst. 
If  on  the  other  hand,  the  temperature  be  main- 
tained at  from  80®  to  100®  F.,  with  free  ex- 
posure   to    the    air,    concurrently    with    the 
secondary    fermentation,     another,    viz :    the 
acetic^  will  set  in,  in  which,    by  the  oxidation 
of  alcohol,  acetic  acid  will  be  generated.     A 
step  further,  we  may  observe  the  transforma- 
tion of  some  undecomposed  saccharine  matter 
into  lactic  acid,  a  change   directly  antecedent 
to  a  putrefactive  process,    in  which  the  nitro- 
genous  matters  of  the   fluid,  dissolved  or  in- 
soluble, will  all  participate,  with  the  evolution 
of  odors   characteristic  of  putrescencj".     Fer- 
mentation will  have  passed   into  putrefaction ; 
at  the  end  we   will  recognize  the  fundamental 
fact,  that  complex  colloidal  organic  substances 
have  been  converted  into  comparativel}^  simple 
crystalloids  ;  that  the  original  bodies,  liable  to 
easy  change  by  heat  and  other  influences,  have 
been  transformed  into  substances  of  far  more 
stable  nature,  some,  indeed,  like  water,  hj'dro- 
genous   gases   and   carbonic   acid,    unaffected 
even  by  very  high  temperatures,  or  the   most 
potent  reagents  of  chemistry.    Throughout  the 
entire  fermentative   commotion   the   mass  will 
have  presented  two  conspicuous   phenomena, 
viz  :  enhancement  of  temperature,   and  an  ex- 
alted aflfinity  for  oxygen.     If  the  quantity  of 
material  in  fermentation  be  large,  the  tempera- 
ture may  rise    as  much  as  30®  or  40®  beyond 
the  original  marking  of  the  thermometer  and 
steadily  remain  at  this  high  grade  for  daj^s.     If 
atmospheric   air  be  admitted,    oxygen  will  be 
absorbed  therefrom,  but  if  the  fermentation  be 
conducted   in  a  closed  vessel,  the   saccharine 
matter  will  yield  up  a  part  of  its  constitutional 
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ox^-gen  to  the  protcinoids   present ;  especiall}' 
so  when  large  masses  of  fluids  are   fermented 
in  deep  vessels.     Such  an   absorption  of  0x3'- 
gen,  consequent  upon  this  enhanced  affinit}^,  is, 
however,  I  wish  you  veiy  distinctly  to  bear  in 
mind,  merely  epiphenomenal.     It  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  changes  that  occur   in  the  col- 
loids of  the  liquid.     It  is  the  result  of  an  in- 
tensification  of    the    natural  affinities   of    all 
organic  colloids,  nitrogenous   as  well  as   car- 
bonous,  for  oxygen,  inevitably  brought  about 
b}'  the  polar   excitement  of  the   fermentative 
state.     Dumns,  of  late,  in  an   extended    and 
well-known  series  of  experiments,  has  conclu- 
siveh'   shown,    that  fermentation,  per   se,    is 
absolutel}'^   independent,    during   its   progress 
of  ox3^genic  access  ;  but  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, and   has  never  been  'questioned  since 
the  promulgation  of  the  Liebigian  doctrines  on 
this  subject,  to  which,  of  course,    I  avow  my 
adherence,  in  the  main,  that  access  of  atmos- 
pheric air,  or  of  liquids  containing  oxygen,  is 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  inauguration  of 
ever}^  kind  of  fermentative  movement   in  or- 
ganic matters.     Wh}^  this  is  so,  it  b}^  no  means 
concerns  us  at  this  moment  to  inquire  ;  such  is, 
however,  the  fact,  however   differently  it  may 
be  accounted  for  by   the   rival   schools  of  zy- 
mology. 

In  the  illustration  of  ' '  fermentation  "  just 
given  joi\,  and  in  all  similar  ones,  indeed  as 
the  ver}^  essence  of  ever}"  such  train  of  move- 
ment. Vie  find  that  the  colloids  originally  pres- 
ent are  reconstituted^  both  non-nitrogenous  and 
proteinoid,  by  resolution  into  simpler  sub- 
stances. You  see,  moreover,  that  the  general 
aspect  of  the  fermentative  state  changes  by 
easy  stages  ;  beginning  in  what  jou  usually 
csll  fermentation,  and  ending  unmistakably  in 
putrefaction,  whose  sensible  qualities  become 
readily  recognizable.  It  seems  difficult  to  as- 
similate the  earlier  grades  of  such  a  process, 
in  which  clear  and  fragrant  liquids,  and  gases 
of  agreeable  pungenc}^  only  are  generated,  to 
the  later  ones,  in  which  sliminess  and  foetor 
predominate.  All  these  apparentl}^  successive 
fermentations,  nevertheless,  are  truly  but  sta- 
dia of  a  continued  progressive  movement  tend- 
ing toward  the  ultimate  decomposition  of  every 
colloidal  compound  originally  present ;  all 
are  but  species  of  one  genus.  The  con- 
stant affinity  for  oxygen  observablB  among 
their    products,    declare     their     fundamental 


unity ;  so  does  the  common  fact  that  com- 
plex bodies^  carbhydrates  or  proteinoids,  are 
dissolved  into  simpler,  and  for  good  chemical 
reasons,  stabler  matters  ;  so  likewise  does  the 
persistent  exaltation  of  temperature,  observa- 
ble from  first  to  last.  >  Numberless  other  con- 
siderations, demonstrate  the  fundamental  sim- 
ilarity of  such  processes  of  decomposition  in 
bodies  of  organic  origin,  under  usual  physical 
conditions  and  outside  the  animal  economy,  as 
long  since  declared  by  Liebig.  The  immortal 
philosopher  of  Gressen,  refused  to  recognize 
an}^  real  dissimilarity  between  fermentative 
and  putrefactive  states  ;  all  such  phenomena 
he  grouped  under  the  term  "  Sejosis,"  ov  putre- 
factive decomposition.  The  so-called  "fer- 
mentations," he  claimed,  were  merely  "putre- 
factions" occurring  in  non-nitrogenous  bodies. 
Once  distinctly  recognizing  the  common  nature 
of  these  decompositive  processes,  it  matters 
little  whether  we  term  them  "fermentations" 
or  "  putrefactions."  It  is  doubtless,  however, 
most  in  accord  with  the  thought  and  language 
of  the  day  to  style  them  "fermentations," 
since  this  term  implies  more  than  the  word 
"  sepsis,"  and  includes  it,  having  been  long 
employed  to  denote  quasi-spontaneous  decom- 
positions or  constitutional  changes  in  liquids 
and  semi-solids,  not  only  out  of  the  body,' but 
within  it ;  while  the  same  cannot  ^be  affirmed 
of  the  term  "putrefaction,"  almost  uniformly 
expressive  of  the  decomposition  of  nitrogenous 
solids  or  liquids,  in  a  strict  sense,  external  to 
the  living  body,  dead,  gangrenous,  or  effete. 

I  wish  now  to  direct  ^^our  attention  to  the 
extent  of  this  fermentative  process  in  nature  ; 
a  single  phrase  will  express  it,  it  is  coterminous  ■ 
with  organic  nature.  Ceaseless  decompo- 
sition is  the  obverse  of  that  ceaseless  composi- 
tion, which  underlies  the  origin  and  perpetua- 
tion of  all  forms  of  life. 

Let  us  briefl}^  trace  these  movements  in  the 
animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  respectivelj^ : 

While  under  the  coercion  of  unknown  in- 
fluences, atoms  are  collocated  into  compounds, 
and  these  aggregated  into  masses  so  related  to 
others  small  and  great,  that  the  existence  of 
each  chemical  and  morphological  group  is  di- 
rectly dependent  upon  that  of  similarlj^  consti- 
tuted contiguous  groups  ;  while,  in  other  w^ords, 
the  plan  of  organization  is  laid  and  steadily- 
worked  out  in  accordance  with  grand  and  com- 
prehensive laws  of  development  recognizable  in 
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all  the  phenomena  of  growth  and  construction 
manifested  in  living  beings,  a  concurrent  and 
equall}''  extensive  dissolution  of  the  forms  thus 
realized,  is  in  continual  progress.  What  is 
bound,  is  loosed  again  ;  what  was  storecl  up, 
is  finally  distributed  once  more  ;  otherwise  in- 
activit}^  and  stagnation  would  arrest  all  cosmic 
movement. 

If,  as  Beale  ssljs,  bioplasm  must  grow,  so 
must  it  also  be  destroj^ed.  Influences  are 
exerted  by  every  organism  upon  the  s^aithetic 
processes  occurring  within  itself,  which  we  can 
by  no  means,  at  the  present  time,  trace,  an- 
alj'ze,  or  reduce  to  the  order  of  what  is  com- 
monly called  physical  law ;  and  of  these  influ- 
ences we  dare  not  aflfirm,  that  in  their  plain  ab- 
sence, an^^  original  or  spontaneous  formation  of 
colloidal  matter  whatsoever,  of  organic  nature, 
has  ever  taken  place.  By  such  agencies,  which, 
however  inscrutable  in  essence,  are  thoroughly 
familiar  to  us  in  their  eff'ects,  these  organic 
matters  are  cast  to  and  fro,  and,  with  noiseless 
shuttle,  woven  into  the  pattern  of  nature's 
graceful  and  splendid  fabrics  ;  exactly  how  this 
is  done  we  know  not,  but  physiology  assures 
us  that,  whatever  be  their  nature,  they  are 
ver}'  probabl}'  capable  of  directly  influencing 
the  poUirity  of  the  atoms  of  which  organic  com- 
pounds are  composed^  and  therefore  able  to  de- 
termine molecular  arrangement  with  reference 
to  other  previously  localized  chemicaland  mor- 
phological groups,  in  the  diflering  modifica- 
tions of  structure.  Throughout  the  organic 
world,  certain  sorts  of  matter  are  seen  to  be 
controlled  by  powers  of  this  kind,  and  built  up 
under  their  direction  into  significant,  interde- 
pendent and  correlated  organs,  adequate  to 
subserve  the  physiological  requirements  of  the 
individual.  Such  matter  constitutes  the  phys- 
ical basis  of  vital  activit}' ;  and  watching  its 
deportment  in  the  two  prime  divisions  of  na- 
ture, we  see,  on  one  side,  a  characteristic  pro- 
gress, from  simplicity  to  complexit}^,  and  on 
the  other,  for  the  most  part,  the  reverse  of  this. 
We  find  that  the  fundamental  requirements  of 
plant  existence  are  fulfilled  hy  processes  on  a 
most  comprehensive  scale,  of  collocation  and 
extension,  with  but  little  else  ;  growth,  in  fact, 
is  the  most  distinctive  feature  of  plant  life. 
Perpetuation  of  preexistent  forms,  endless 
repetition  of  some  typical  structure,  in  branch- 
es, roots,  footstalks,  leaves  and  flovv^ers  is  uni- 
versally manifest.     The  plant   lives   to  grow  ; 


growth  is  its  sole  mode  of  locomotion.  By 
constant  increase  of  substance,  it  makes 
amends  for  lack  of  locomotory  power,  and 
reaches  out  widely  into  the  soil  and  air.  Aug- 
mentation in  bulk,  and  incessant  reproduction 
of  organs  continue  to  the  end ;  organic 
compounds  produced  by  the  chemistry  of  the 
leaf,  out  of  crude  crystalloidal  nutriment 
drawn  from  the  earth  and  atmosphere,  are 
steadily  incorporated,  as  long  as  the  dj^nami- 
cal  correlations  can  be  maintained  of  organs 
which  continually  grow  in  size  and  hardness, 
and  increase  in  distance  from  each  other.  All, 
or  almost  all,  in  the  plant,  is  thus  compositive. 
Although  we  recognize  in  vegetable  life,  such  a 
thing  as  molecular  death  and  retrogressive 
metamorphosis,  as  Corenwinder,  of  Lille,  has 
efiectively  shown,  quite  as  ivxxlj  as  in  animal 
life,  still,  in  plants,  this  is  subsidiary,  and 
progressive  metamorphosis,  the  stead}^  forma- 
tion of  colloidal  matter  must  be  recognized  as 
the  great  dominating  function  of  plant-exist- 
ence. 

In  the  animal,  on  the  other  hand,  strictly 
the  complement  of  the  plant  in  nature,  we  find 
the  exact  counterpart  of  the  true  plant  activity. 
Here,  growth  is  limited,  ceasing  at  a  definite 
age  or  physiological  epoch,  determinable  for 
each  particular  species  ;  ceasing,  indeed,  when 
the  animal  becomes  possessed  of  all  its  organs. 
Instead  of  constant  growth,  we  observe  a  care- 
ful maintenance  of  form  within  fixed  and  com- 
paratively narrow  limits,  and  concurrently  with 
the  development  of  that  life  of  relation  so 
characteristic  of  animals,  and  as  a  dynamic 
basis  for  it,  metamorphotic  disruption  of  the 
composite  organic  molecule,  takes  rank  as  a 
basic  function.  In  the  vegetable^  ingestion  of 
cr3^stalloidal  food-matters  is  constant,  and  as 
a  portion  of  these  always  remains  permanentl}^ 
lodged  within  the  economy,  growth  is  unceas- 
ing. In  the  adult  animal^  Vv^here  growth  no 
longer  occurs,  the  weight  of  what  is  cast  forth 
is  precisely  equal  to  what  is  ingested  ;  but  the 
matters  of  the  food  are  ejected  in  forms  in- 
trinsically diff'erent  from  those  under  which 
they  were  ingested.  Taken  in  as  complex  col- 
loids, the  food  reappears  in  the  excretions  as 
compounds  of  very  simple  character,  or  such 
as  are  almost  spontaneously  resolvable  into 
bodies  that  the  plant  lives  upon.  Composition 
and  decomposition,  in  the  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble organism,  are   thus  seen  to  be  in  each  re- 
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spectivel}',  primaiy  and  paramount,  though  by 
no  means  exclusive  functions.  Decomposition 
is  now  known  to  be  steadih^  in  progress  in 
plants,  and  is  recognized  as  the  origin,  in  con- 
junction Avith  oxj'genation — likewise,  to  some 
extent,  a  phenomenon  of  plant  life — of  starch, 
gum,  cellulose,  sugars,  volatile  oils  and  many 
peculiar  principles.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
animal,  we  admit  the  normal  occurrence  of 
certain  phenomena  of  deoxidation,  long  thought 
to  be  an  exclusivelj'  vegetable  process,  as  the 
formation  of  fat  in  the  liver,  fatty  degenera- 
tion, the  formation  of  wax  from  hone^^  by  bees, 
etc.  Indeed,  it  is  probable,  that  in  the  liver, 
an  organ  where  oxj-gen  is  relatively  less 
abundant  than  elsewhere  in  the  animal  econo- 
my, a  variety  of  deoxidizing  processes  occur, 
and  here,  also  we  find  that  the  coloring  matter 
of  the  bile  is  chemically  ver}^  similar  to  the 
chloroph^dl  of  plants,  the  substance,  as  you 
know,  which  presides  over  deoxidation  in  vege- 
tables. I  shall  tell  you,  moreover,  that,  in  the 
addition  of  oxygen  to  the  organic  molecule,  in 
animals,  we  recognize  a  final  act  of  composi- 
tion, amid  all  that  vast  variet}^^  of  decomposi- 
tive  acts,  which  are  essentially  characteristic 
of  animal  life. 

These  broad  truths  may  be  briefl}^  ex- 
pressed as  follows :  The  nutrition  of  both 
plants  and  animals  is  fundamentally  sim- 
ilar ;  composition  is  most  active  in  vegetables, 
decomposition  in  animals  ;  both  processes  are 
essential  to  the  realization  of  the  typical  idea 
in  each,  the  characteristic  qualities  of  each, 
result  from  the  greater  development  of  one  or 
the  other.  Now,  inasmuch  as  all  animals  more 
or  less  directly,  live  upon  vegetable  food,  we 
trace  one  of  the  grandest  of  nature's  vortices 
of  circulation,  viz  :  the  circulation  of  force- 
bearing  matter.  The  plant,  composing  its 
structures,  adds  to  them  ;  it  grows,  but  does 
not  move,  nor  feel,  nor  think.  It  accumulates 
stores  of  force  drawn  in  from  sky,  earth,  and 
above  all,  from  the  sun,  in  the  compounds 
which  it  elaborates.  The  animal,  a  higher  de- 
velopment than  the  plant,  ingesting  the  power- 
bearing  structures  of  vegetables,  and  experi- 
encing their  decomposition  within  its  organism, 
while  it  refuses  to  grow,  moves,  and  by  inex- 
orable law,  moves,  and  feels  and  thinks, 
because  it  must.  Power  compels,  there  is  no 
choice,  the  pent  up  forces  flash  out,  the  ma- 
chinery revolves  or  is  destroyed. 


In  other  words,  the  result  of  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  proximate  compounds  forming  the 
food  of  animals,  within  their  bodies,  are  sim- 
ply heat  and  polarity,  for  upon  these  depend 
all  animal  manifestations.  I  need  hardl}^  say^ 
that  before  decomposition,  the  food  is  assimi- 
lated to  build  up  and  repair  the  various  organs 
and  to  renovate  the  fluids,  and  for  various  con- 
structive and  sustentative  purposes,  in  a 
thousand  marvellous,  nay,  absolutely  bewilder- 
ing modifications  ;  but  in  every  case  the  basic 
movement  consists  in  an  unceasing  maturation 
of  molecules,  as  the  physical  basis  of  the  com- 
mon organic  irritability  of  tissue^  upon  which 
everything  properly  animal  depends.  Thus, 
the  food  which  passes  down  the  oe^soplm- 
gus,  (nutriment) ,  and  that  which  enters  by  the 
trachea,  (oxygen) ,  united  at  last  in  the  tissues, 
remain  together  only  until  the  molecules  every- 
where so  built  up  are  destroyed  by  irritants  of 
various  kinds,  the  compound  atoms  formed  be- 
ing finally  broken  up,  comminuted,  and  thrust 
bej'ond  the  threshold  in  simpler  and  stabler 
crystalloidal  forms.  All  the  heat  and  polarity, 
all  the  stored  up  vigor  of  the  food — of  the  plant 
wdience  it  was  derived,  is  left  behind.  Its  dy- 
namic essences,  liberated  in  muscle,  nerve, 
brain,  and  indeed  everywhere  in  varied  modifi- 
cations of  nutrition,  serve  to  animate  the  whole 
being,  to  strengthen  the  heart,  to  drive  the 
blood  into  the  extremities,  and  to  kindle  and 
feed  the  flames  of  thought  and  sensation.  The 
ejected  particles,  qnqyj  atom  recoverable  to  the 
balance,  seem  what  the}^  were  before,  but  they 
are  not.  While  they  w^eigh  collectively  pre- 
cisel}^  what  the}^  did  when  taken  in  by  mouth 
and  trachea,  virtue  has  gone  out  of  them;  they 
can  no  longer  serve  as  food  for  animals,  be- 
cause there  is  no  longer  any  power,  any  source 
of  heat  or  polar  force  resident  among  them. 
To  regain  these,  they  must  pass  into  the  tissues 
of  the  plant  once  more,  whose  proper  food  they 
now  are,  and  drink  in  new  strength,  from  the 
prime  reservoir  of  mundane,  power,  the  sun — 
the  flame  must  be  kindled  anew  from  the  Pro- 
methean torch. 

In  the  vegetable,  therefore,  a  chemical 
compounding  of  molecules  is  directl}^  sub- 
servient to  morphological  composition  and 
to  growth,  oxygen  being  cast  forth  ;  while  in 
the  animal  the  food  matters  are  reunited  to  the 
oxygen  separated  from  them  in  the  plant.  In 
the  higher  animals  we  find  all  the  excreta,  con- 
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sequently,  full}'  charged  with  ox3^gen.  Urea 
would  seem  to  constitute  an  exception  to  this 
rule,  but  does  not  really  do  so.  By  simple 
fermentation  this  substance  is  converted  into 
ammonic-carbonate  a  fully  oxidized  com- 
pound. The  nucleus  N  H3  is  neither  oxid- 
ized nor  deoxidized  anj^ where  in  nature,  serv- 
ing, apparently,  as  a  center  of  chemical 
composition  toward  which  all  other  organic  ele- 
ments tend,  and  whence,  in  decomposition, 
the}^  depart.  The  food  colloids,  when  ingested 
hy  animals,  are  not,  therefore,  as  jQi,  raised 
to  their  highest  term  of  complexity.  Within 
the  body  they  are  ultimately  modified  and  di- 
vided in  various  waj^s,  but  their  dormant  stores 
of  power  are  eventually  set  free,  more  slowly 
in  some  tissues  than  in  others,  according  to 
the  special  functions  of  the  different  tissues, 
but  sooner  or  later  in  all,  after  that  final  act 
of  composition  implied  b}'  the  act  of  oxygena- 
tion. Now  this  act  of  oxj^genation  is  a  nutri- 
ent one,  a  compositive  one,  and  a  ver}^  diff'er- 
ent  thing  from  what  we  call  "oxidation," 
though  it  looks  so  much  like  it.  There  are, 
doubtless,  man}'  examples  of  simple  burning 
at  low  temperatures  in  the  blood  mass  and 
body  at  large,  operative  upon  substances 
brought  in  as  food  or  formed  within  the  body 
itself,  such  as  organic  acids,  saccharoids,  alco- 
hols, volatile  oils,  etc.  This  is  oxidation, 
properly  so-called,  and  consists  in  the  addition 
of  ox3'gen  to  the  results  of  the  decomposition 
of  various  matters  in  the  body,  b}^  an  oxygen- 
ation concurrent  with  the  breaking  up  of  the  com- 
pound, such  as  happens  for  fibrinogen,  and  all 
redundant,  unassimilable  nitrogenous  food- 
matter.  But  we  are  speaking  now  of  the 
force-bearing  substance  of  the  tissues,  of  mole- 
cules which  have  really  been  incorporated  into 
the.  living  body  and  formed  a  part  of  its  solid 
framework,  which  neither  fibrinogen  nor  redund- 
ant food-matter  can  ever  do.  In  this  case, 
every  particle  of  the  oxygen  is  added  before 
the  molecule  breaks  up  or  is  fit  to  do  so.  I 
wish  you  to  see  all  this  clearly,  and  will  try  to 
be  very  plain  and  e:jvplicit.  The  incorporation 
of  oxygen,  I  say,  therefore,  with  the  tissues, 
(not  with  fibrinogen  or  matters  swimming  in 
the  blood)  is  not  an  act  of  oxidation,  but  of 
oxygenation.  The  role  of  oxygen  is  construc- 
tive; ox3^gen  does  not  break  up  the  unstable 
organic  force-bearing  molecules  ;  it  only  com- 
pletes them,  and   fits  them   for  disruption   by 


forces,  stimuli,  irritations,  etc.,  of  internal  and 
of  external  origin.  Indeed  these  mature  mole- 
cules, will  break  up  of  their  own  accord,  even 
in  tlie  animal  body,  in  resistless  outbursts  of 
force  and  heat,  when  not  regularly  and  norm- 
ally utilized,  as  in  tetanus,  convulsions,  and 
fever.  The  day  has  fairly  passed  when  we  can 
look  upon  the  lungs,  body,  or  tissues,  as  in 
au}^  sense  a  furnace.  The  fact  that  the  pro- 
ducts of  animal  nutrition  are  fully  oxidized, 
is  simply  dependent  upon  the  law  which  exacts, 
that  in  order  to  realize  from  the  organic  mole- 
cule the  greatest  amount  of  power  it  is  capable 
of  setting  at  liberty,  it  must  be  first  completely 
built  up  b}^  receiving  as  much  oxygen  as  it  can 
constitutionall}^  hold,  so  that  the  debt  incurred 
in  the  plant  ma}^  be  liquidated  within  the  ani- 
mal body,  the  oxygen  separated  by  plant-de- 
composition, being  paid  back  in  an  act  of 
animal  composition.  I  wish  3'ou,  therefore,  in 
limine,  to  relinquish  all  ideas  of  the  "caus- 
ticity of  oxygen;"  of  its  being  the  "prime 
organic  irritant,"  or  the  source,  in  anj^  way,  of 
animal  power.  Abandon  forever  such  partial 
and  distorted  views.  Direct  experiment,  in 
which  the  mechanical  power  necessary  to  climb 
to  certain  altitudes,  and  the  heat-force  gener- 
ated by  the  combustion  of  muscular  tissue  in 
the  calorimeter,  have  been  exactly  estimated, 
have  proved  once  for  all,  that  the  combustion- 
heat  of  ox}'genous  union  with  the  carbon, 
hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  etc.,  of  the  tissues, 
can  account  only  for  a  fractional  part  of  the 
power  known  to  have  been  put  forth,  or  of  the 
heat  actually  extricated  in  the  movements  of 
the  muscles.  Therefore,  while  ox^^gen  is  inti- 
mately concerned  in  the  generation  of  force, 
we  must  nevertheless  ^den}^  that  its  action,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  of  oxidation  in  the  fluids 
alread}'  spoken  of,  is  of  the  nature  of  combus- 
tion ;  holding  it  as  merel}'  accessory  to  radical 
changes  of  constitution  in  the  molecules  of  the 
solid  tissues  forming  the  real  frame-work  of 
the  bod}^,  by  whose  disruption  the  forces  are 
trui}'  evolved.  Liebig,  himself,  the  founder  of 
this  ox3^gen-combustion  theory',  thirt}^  years 
ago,  frankly  3ielded  up  his  earlier  views  shortly 
before  his  death,  in  the  face  of  the  new  facts  ; 
admitting  that  the  source  of  animal  dynamism 
must  be  sought  in  the  gradual  or  sudden  de- 
composition of  complex  organic  atoms,  amid 
molecular  phenomena,  similar  to  the  explosion 
of  gun-cotton,  iodide   of  nitrogen,   or  nitre- 
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glj'cerine,  not  onl}'  in  intensit}',  but  also  in  the 
apparent  insignificance  of  the  agencies  deter- 
minative of  disruption. 

We  must  finall}^  accept  the  proposition  that 
such  sudden  or  more  gradual  decompositions, 
constitute  the  basis  of  all  the  mechanical  and 
polar  exhibitions  of  force,  met  with  in  the  ani- 
mal bod}',  not  onl}^  the  grosser  activities,  but 
the  psj'chical  functions,  likewise.  Here,  then, 
we  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  vast  extent  of  the 
decompositive  processes  in  the  organic  king- 
doms. They  are,  and  must  be  as  extensive  as 
those  by  wliich  organic  forms  are  constructed 
— operative,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  show  3^ou, 
not  only  in  what  we  call  dead  or  sphacelated 
matter,  but  normally,  also,  to  some  extent, 
even  in  vegetable  life — and  most  conspicu- 
ously in  the  essential  movements  of  animal 
existence. 

Decomposition,  in  these  varied  modes,  of 
sepsis,  fermentation,  colloidal  degeneration  in 
plants,  and  molecular  reconstitution,  or  what 
has  been  hitherto  termed  ' '  retrograde  meta- 
morphosis" in  animals,  is,  you  perceive,  co- 
extensive with  organized  nature,  as  I  have 
said. 

The  elaborative  composition  of  the  plant, 
and  that  continuation  of  the  process  involved 
in  the  maturative  progress  of  the  organic  mole- 
cule in  animals — alike  requiring  the  mainten- 
ance of  an  elevated  grade  of  temperature — 
unceasingly  accumulate  material  for  a  ceaseless 
dialysis.  Forces  are  stored  up  in  a  lower 
system  of  organized  creatures,  to  be  yielded 
forth  in  a  more  elaborate  one  ;  withdrawn  from 
the  sun-beams  by  the  plant,  to  be  expended 
in  varied  modes  of  motion  within  the  animal 
body. 

I  need  hardly  advert  to  the  familiar  fact 
that  "fermentation"  (sepsis)  is  the  established 
process  by  which  the  organic,  elements  so  won- 
derfully grouped  together  in  life,  are  loosed 
from  their  bonds,  to  be  submitted  anew  to  sim- 
ilar constructive  adjustments.  Fermentation 
alone  accomplishes  this  work ;  there  is  no 
known  process  in  nature,  save  this,  in  its  vari- 
ous modes  of  putrefaction,  mummifaction, 
slow  mouldering,  petrefactive  substitution, 
adipocerous  transformation,  etc.,  if  we  except 
direct  combustion  by  fire,  whereby  ''dead 
matter"  not  ingested  as  food,  by  other  ani- 
mals, can  be  resolved  into  its  •constituents. 
And  now  let  me  ask  the  question  upon  which 


our  discourse  to-day  principall}^  hinges — is 
this  portion,  probably  comprising  the  greater 
part  of  organized  nature — all  that,  indeed, 
representing  the  vegetables  and  animals  con- 
sumed b};^  animals  themselves,  is  this  vast 
weight  of  organic  matter  latelj^  living — what 
we  call  "  food,"  resolved  by  any  process  differ- 
ing from  "fermentation?"  We  know  that 
when  a  leaf  is  eaten  by  a  snail,  herbage  b_y  the 
herbivore,  or  flesh  bj^  the  carnivorous  animal, 
that  such  food,  in  each  case  containing  both 
nitrogenous  and  carbonous  colloids  is  meta- 
morphosed, assimilated  and  compounded  into 
organic  molecules,  or  if  redundant,  is  simply 
returned  through  the  vessels  to  a  great  central 
organ,  tJie  liver,  one  of  whose  multiple  functions 
consists  in  presiding  over  the  disruption  of  such 
redundant  material ;  but  in  all  cases  the  food 
in  gross  is  seen  to  be  broken  up  into  matters, 
which  chemistry  shows  are  thoroughl}'  oxid- 
ized, at  least  in  animals  whose  respiratory 
function  is  tj^Dically  developed. 

Is  the  act,  let  us  ask,  by  which  such  food- 
matters  are  resolved,  essentially  different  from 
that  by  which  all  the  other  dead  matter  of  na- 
ture is  disintegrated?  Have  we  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  resolution  of  colloids  within 
the  animal  body  is  effected  by  a  system  of  laws 
fundamentally  different  from  those  governing 
it  out  of  the  body  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  sphace- 
lated, or  dead  matter,  itself,  is  wholly  removed 
from  the  action  of  the  forces  which  control 
organic  taxis,  when  we  see  countless  organized 
forms  flourishing,  or  even  originating  within 
it?  Must  we  not  admit  that  the  act  of  mole- 
cular disruption  on  which  animal  power  is 
based — taking  place,  as  it  does,  only  after  the 
complete  composition  of  the  molecule,  may  be 
simulated  by  a  less  perfect  disruption  of  the 
same  molecule  before  its  completion,  if  the  se- 
quential action  of  the  compositive  forces 
("  taxis")  steadily  at  work  "  during  life  "  be- 
suspended?  That  a  motement  inaugurated 
during  what  is  called  life,  may,  b}'  the  con- 
tinued action  of  its  controlling  chemical  laws, 
be  finished  after  what  is  called  death  f 

Is  a  leg  or  an  arm  resolved  by  "  fermenta- 
tion," when  decomposing  in  mass,  septicallyy 
but  by  some  altogether  different  chemical  train,, 
in  the  continual  molecular  decomposition  char- 
acteristic of  its  "  life  ?"  Suppose  a  given  mass 
of  colloidal  matter,  ingested  as  food,  and 
alread}^  assimilated  in   the  tissues ;  this  part, 
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like  the  rest  of  the  body,  is  constantly  chang- 
ing the  identity  of  the  molecules   which  com- 
pose  it,    as  we  all  know.     At   at   an}^   given 
moment,  its  constituents  are  more  or  less  rap- 
idly gliding  into    simpler   forms ;  there   is   no 
choice  albout   this,    absolutel}^  no   respite   nor 
rest   therefrom,    for,  as  I  have  told  joii,  the 
change   from   a  colloidal   into  a    crystalloidal 
state,  this  generation  by  chemical   reconstitu- 
tion  of  crystalloids  out  of  colloids^   is   an  inex- 
orable  law  of  nature,  essentially   involved  in 
the  unceasing  circulation  of  force-bearing  mat- 
ter,   upon  which  animal  life   depends.     While 
now  the   limb  remains    a  part   of   the   living 
organism,  its  colloids  are  resolved  by  "retro- 
grade metamorphosis  "  it  is  said  ;  but  if  sev- 
ered from  its  trunk,   these  colloids  are  admit- 
tedly   resolved    into    distinct,    though    allied 
crj'stalloids,  by  septic  fermentation  ;  and,  let  it 
be  remarked,  just  as  in  the  living  body,  more- 
over, with   extrication   of  heat   and    polarity. 
It  is  plainly  impossible  to  determine  any  differ- 
ence between  the  conditions,   in  the  two  cases, 
except  as  regards  the  constitution  of  the  result- 
ing  crystalloids.     In   one   case  these  are  all 
fully  oxidized,  or  nearl}^  so  (uric  acid)  ;  in  the 
other,  they  all  manifest    a   strong    affinity   for 
oxygen,   because   oxj^gen   has   been   deficient 
throughout  the  processes  by  which   they  have 
been  produced.    This  difference  in  constitution 
and  chemical  proclivity  of  the  resultant  crys- 
talloids, is  plainly  due  to  the  fact,  that  in  one 
case,  oxygen  has  been  thoroughly  and  unceas- 
ingly distributed  by   a  wonderful   circulatory 
apparatus,  to  the  minutest  fibre   and  cell,  in- 
deed, to  every  molecule  of  the  organ,  so  that 
what  is  called    "retrograde   metamorphosis," 
in    a  properly   nourished  part,    is  necessarily 
accomplished  amid   highly  oxj^genated  fluids ; 
while  in  the  other,  in  consequence  of  the  arrest 
of  this   injection  of  oxygen-bearing   streams, 
by   the   disorganization  of  the   part,    oxygen 
comes   in   contact  o  jly  with  the  exterior ;  its 
constituent   matter,   therefore,  pursuing  a  se- 
quence evidently   progressive  before,    (during 
life) ,  is  compelled  to  effect  its  reconstitution, 
under  conditions  generally  the  same,  but  modi- 
fied in  one  prime  contingent,  viz  :  the  absence 
of  ox^^gen.     And  thus  it  happens,  that  in  these 
two  modes  of  resolution,  the   resulting   com- 
pounds, though  generically  similar,  are   indi- 
vidually very  different  for   the   most  part,   in 
consequence  of  the  different  constitution  they 


are  forced  to  accept  by  reason  of  the  presence, 
deficiency,    or  absence  of  oxj^gen   during  the 
special  decompositions  in  which  they  arise. 
Continued  in  next  number.) 


SUBSTITUTION  AND    ADULTERA- 
TION. 


BY  J.  P.  KINGSLEY,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS. 


Perhaps  few  are  aware  of  the  extent  to  which 
adulteration  and  substitution  are  carried.  I 
think  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  state  that 
nearly  every  drug  of  any  value  is  adulterated. 
In  these  degenerate  days  of  crooked  things 
the  chances  are  that  the  whiskey  straight,  one 
prescribes  for  his  patient,  is  crooked.  The  de- 
sire to  accumulate  filthy  lucre  is  so  great  that 
thousands  are  ready  at  any  nioment  to  cheat 
mankind  out  of  both  health  and  life  for  its 
attainment. 

Very  few  pharmacists  prepare  genuine  mag- 
nesium citrate,  but  put  up  many  substitutes 
daily,  labelling  them  citrate  of  magnesium. 
Magnesium  citrate  is  unfortunately  instable, 
and  its  preparation  is  attended  with  more  ex- 
pense than  the  many  substitutes.  These  two 
reasons  are  sufficient  to  prevent  its  preparation 
except  in  a  very  limited  quantity.  As  there  is 
but  one  officinal  preparation,  and  it  possessing 
the  above  objectionable  features,  instability 
and  expense,  pharmacists  resort  to  expedients 
of  their  own,  and  among  those  possessing  a 
limited  knowledge  of  pharmacy  may  frequently 
be  found  some  abominable  preparations. 

I  have  occasionally  met  with  preparations 
that  acted  promptly  as  emetics,  other  prep- 
arations have  acted  very  briskly  and  at  the 
same  time  caused  considerable  pain,  other 
preparations,  again,  have  been  inert.  Some 
who  attempt  to  adhere  to  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
prepare  a  few  bottles  at  a  time  and  make  the 
final  addition  of  potassium  carbonate  at  the 
time  of  dispensing.  Others,  in  consequence 
of  the  unsatisfactory  formula,  make  a  solution 
about  one-half  the  strength  of  the  officinal  in 
consequence  of  its  being  more  permanent. 
The  greater  number  of  pharmacists,  however, 
do  not  dispense  magnesium  citrate  at  all,  but 
substitute     for    magnesium    citrate,     sodium 
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citrate,  sodium  tartrate,  sodium  sulphate, 
magnesium  sulpliate,  and  many  combinations 
of  the  above. 

Every  ph^'sician  is  aware  of  the  necessit}^  of 
having  a  reliable  mild  cathartic  at  his  com- 
mand. The  evil  consequences  of  h3'per-cathar- 
sis  are  too  familiar  to  require  mentioning. 

In  regard  to  suggesting  a  remed}-  for  the 
evil,  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  remarks  of 
Dr.  C.  G.  Polk,  in  an  article  written  for  the 
Druggists'  Circular : 

' '  The  solution  of  tartrate  of  sodium  would 
make  a  good  cathartic  for  popular  use,  and  if 
once  introduced  and  sold  at  its  relative  cost, 
no  doubt  it  would,  in  a  larger  measure,  super- 
cede the  more  elegant  and  costly  citrate. 
Phosphate  of  sodium  dissolved  in  eight  times 
its  weight  of  water  and  flavored  with  an  aro- 
matic sj^rup,  forms  a  preparation  therapeuti- 
cally superior  to  either  the  magnesium  citrate 
or  the  sodic  tartrate,  and  but  very  little  more 
disagreeable,  acting  as  a  stimulant  to  the  func- 
tions of  the  chjiopoetic  viscera.  The  following 
is  a  o'ood  formula : 


R     Sodii  phosph., 

Aquae, 

Syrupi  Acidi  Citrici, 
M.  S. — Take  at  once. 


5J. 
5viij. 

ijss. 


Citrate  of  sodium  could  also  be  used  as  a 
pleasant  cathartic.  A  solution  quite  perma- 
nent and  equall}^  as  agreeable  as  magnesium 
citrate,  but  presents  no  inducement  in  point  of 
economy. 


^. 


AN  EPIDEMIC  OF  TONSILLITIS. 


BY  GEO.  HOMAN,  M.  D. 


Having  had  occasion  to  observe  the  course 
of  an  outbreak  of  tonsillitis  which  occurred  at 
the  Episcopal  Orphans'  Home,  in  this  city, 
during  the  past  winter,  I  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  b}^  the  columns  of  the 
Kecord  to  briefly  detail  the  history  of  the  epi- 
demic and  call  attention  to  some  of  its  fea- 
tures. 

The  building  of  the  institution  referred  to  is 
a  new  one  occupj'ing  a  commanding  site  on 
Compton  Plill,  and  has  every  advantage  as  to 


drainage,  ventilation,  etc.  Notwithstanding 
the  large  number  of  children — ranging  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred,  and  of  all  ages — who 
are  inmates  of  the  place,  the  health  has  been 
remarkably  good,  when  we  consider  the  wide 
prevalence  of  measles  and  scarlatina  during 
the  past  Autumn  and  Winter.  Of  these  dis- 
eases, there  has  not  been  a  single  case  at  the 
Home  for  a  number  of  months. 

Good  health  was  so  universal  that  I  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  paying  but  one  visit  a 
week  during  the  early  Winter,  but  about  the 
middle  of  February  I  was  informed  by  the 
ladies  in  charge  that  several  of  the  children 
were  suffering  with  sore  throat  and  required 
my  attendance.  Complying  with  the  request, 
and  on  examination  of  the  patients,  I  found 
that  they  presented  the  nearly  uniform  symp- 
toms of  an  acute  febrile  attack,  viz :  head- 
ache, quick  pulse,  hot  dry  skin,  furred  tongue, 
etc.,  with  a  temperature  of  102®  and  upward, 
and  the  invariable  presence  of  tonsillitis  with 
tenderness  and  tumefaction  of  the  cervical 
glands.  In  several  of  the  cases  it  was  the 
post-cervical  that  gave  the  most  pain  and  were 
most  swollen,  but  there  was  more  or  less  swel- 
ling in  the  submaxillary  region  of  all. 

The  patient  first  attacked  was  a  girl,  aged 
twenty- three,  who  had  suffered  for  some  j^ears 
from  a  follicular  pharyngitis  ;  to  this  was  su- 
peradded the  symptoms  of  an  acute  tonsillar 
trouble. 

Following  this  initial  case  the  disease  ex- 
tended throughout  the  institution  affecting  the 
sexes,  apparently,  about  equally,  until  fifty  or 
more  had  been  visited  by  it.  The  inflamma- 
tion of  the  fauces  was  usually  confined  to  one 
side,  but  in  some  cases  both  tonsils  were 
equally  affected,  though  these  seemed  to  suffer 
less  than  some  in  which  the  trouble  was  uni- 
lateral. 

There  was  an  apparent  membrane  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  cases  which  coated  the  tonsils  and 
looked  somewhat  diphtheritic,  but  a  close  ex- 
amination showed  its  true  character  to  be  a 
non-organized  follicular  deposit. 

Notwithstanding  the  severity  i  of  the  symp- 
toms at  the  inset  of  the  trouble,  there  was  no 
formation  of  pus  in  any  of  the  cases  save  one, 
the  exception  being  an  abscess  of  an  acute 
character  occurring  in  the  left  submaxillary 
region  of  a  somewhat  strumously  inclined  little 


girl, 


ao'ed  four. 


This  was  opened,  permitting 
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the  escape  of  a  large  quantity  of  laudable  pus, 
and  after  discharging  freel}^  under  poultices 
for  several  daj's,  healed  promptly. 

The  general  treatment  of  the  cases  was  of 
the  simplest  sort :  weak  gargles  of  alum  or 
chlorate  potass,  with  a  laxative  for  those  in- 
clined to  constipation  was  the  rule.  In  some 
who  complained  much  of  the  glandular  swell- 
ing and  soreness,  applications  of  water,  either 
warm  or  cold,  as  was  most  agreeable,  were 
made,  and  one  or  two  whose  febrile  s^^mptoms 
were  strongly  marked  were  given  a  little 
quinine. 

The  average  duration  of  the  pyrexic  symp- 
toms was  three  days,  and  that  of  the  entire 
trouble  about  a  week. 

Those  attacked  all  convalesced  promptly, 
the  trouble  leaving  no  bad  results  save  appar- 
ently in  the  case  of  one  weaklj^  little  girl  in 
whom  pneumonia  has  since  developed  itself. 

Epidemics  of  this  character  are  not  uncom- 
mon, and  there  is  nothing  speciallj^  noteworth}^ 
in  this  case  save  the  impossibilit}'  of  assigning 
any  particular  determining  cause  for  it.  The 
weather  had  been  ver^^  mild  for  a  number  of 
weeks  preceding  its  development,  and  there 
had  been  no  change  in  the  habits,  diet,  etc,,  of 
the  children,  nor  had  thej^been  exposed  to  an}" 
outside  source  of  contagion  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained.  The  trouble  would  seem  to  have 
been  developed  de  novo  so  far  as  our  present 
knowledge  is  concerned. 

The  conservative  mode  of  treatment  adopted, 
with  the  good  results  following,  shows  the 
natural  tendency"  of  the  disease  to  be  toward 
resolution  and  recover}'  in  a  short  time.  Per- 
haps it  ma}'  be  shown  that  this,  as  many  other 
diseases,  conforms  more  or  less  closely  to  the 
general  laws  of  septenary  periods. 

Epidemics  of  this  nature  afford  great  oppor- 
tunities for  quacks,  charlatans,  and  whole 
hordes  of  medical  imposters  to  impose  on  an 
ignorant  public,  and  by  calling  a  case  of  ton- 
sillitis "diphtheria,"  to  attain  a  cheap  and 
dishonest  reputation  for  invariably  curing 
every  case  of  this  truly  formidable  malady. 

2106  Clark  avenue,  St.  Louis. 


A  CASE  OF  OONOERHCEAL  BHEUM- 
ATISM. 


BY  C.  D.  CABOT,  M.  D. 


-»-■»-»- 


During  the  Year  1875,  twenty  per  cent,  of 
all  children  born  in  the  city  of  Mexico  were 
illegitimate.  The  registered  births  amounted 
to  9,184. — Anales  de  la  Asociacion. — Chicago 
Med.  Jour,  and  Ex. 


The  infrequency  with  which  this  complica- 
tion is  met  by  the  general  practitioner,  induces 
me  to  request  a  portion  of  your  columns  for 
the  report  of  the  following  case  : 

B.  F.,  aged  twenty-one,  contracted  a  gonor- 
rhoea sometime   in   September,    1873.     A  few 
days  after  observing  the  urethral  discharge,  he 
placed  himself  under   my   treatment.     There 
was  nothing  peculiar  in  the  nature  of  his  case, 
and  this  being  his  second  experience,  he  was 
inclined  to  regard  this  as  mild  in  comparison 
with  his  former  attack.     He  was  ordered  opium 
and  glycerine  injections  with  the  oil  of  yellow 
sandal  wood  internally.     He  progressed  favor- 
ably under  treatment,   the  urethral   discharge 
steadily  decreasing,    until  about   three   weeks 
from  the  inception  of  the  urethritis,  when  the 
patient  experienced  pain  and  stiffness  in  the 
limbs,  and  especially  in  the  right  knee  joint. 
On  the  second  day  from  the  commencement  of 
these  symptoms,  the  pain  and  stiffness  had  in- 
creased to  such  a  degree  as  to  confine   him  to 
bed.     The  constitutional  disturbance  was  not 
very  great  at  any  time.     I  found  the  right  knee 
joint  swollen  and  tender,   and  upon  close  in- 
spection I  discovered  that  the  swelling  was  due 
to  a  large  effusion  into  the  joint  which  rendered 
the  patella  perfectly  movable.     The   urethral 
discharge    was    much    diminished.     After    a 
couple  of  days  the  left  knee  joint  became  in- 
volved, although  to  a  very  slight  degree.     No 
other  joints  were  implicated.     The  treatment 
consisted   in   the    administration   of    Dover's 
powder  at  night  to  secure   sleep,    and   perfect 
immobility  of  the  joints,  which  was  attained 
by  adhesive  strips  applied  over  cotton  batting. 
The   affection   of  the   joint   is   essentially   an 
acute  hydrarthrosis,  and  the  therapeutic  indi- 
cations are  the  same.     I  continued  the  use  of 
mild    injections   for    the   urethral    discharge. 
Complete    resolution    ensued    in   about    four 
weeks,  although  there  remained  for  a  long  time 
some   constraint   in  movement   owing   to  the 
rigidity  of  the  ligaments  and  of  the    cellular 
tissue  investing  the  joints,  which  is  marked  by 
inflammation. 

My  patient  did  not  suffer  from  any  affection 
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of  the  e3'cs,  so  common   an  accompaniment  of 
this  condition. 

The  following  diagnostic  points,  given  b}' 
Bumstead,  are  usefal :  "If  tliere  be  but  little 
constitntional  disturbance ;  if  onl}'  a  few 
joints,  and  particularly  the  knee,  be  affected  ; 
if  the  disease  be  chictl}^  confined  to  the  synovial 
membrane,  as  shown  b}^  the  articular  effusion, 
and  the  slight  degree  of  heat  and  redness  ex- 
ternall}^,  and  if  it  exhibit  but  slight  tendenc}^ 
to  migrate  from  one  joint  to  another,  there  can 
be  but  little  doubt  that  the  gonorrhoea  and 
rheumatism  bear  to  each  other  the  relation  of 
cause  and  effect.  The  probability  will  be  still 
further  strengthened,  if  the  patient  has  never 
been  subject  to  rheumatism  ;  or  a  fortiori^  if  he 
has  had  it  onl}^  in  connection  with  previous 
attacks  of  gonorrhoea." 


Chloroform  or  Fther? — It  may  be  true. 
saj^s  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter,  {Lancet) ,  that  the 
deaths  produced  by  chloroform  are  only  as  one 
to  every  two  thousand  five  hundred  cases  in 
which  it  is  inhaled ;  but  it  is  inhaled  so  fre- 
quently that  this  small  proportion  amounts  to 
a  very  serions  aggregate.  I  am  acquainted 
with  one  surgeon,  practising  in  London,  who 
asserts  that  he  has  witnessed  sixteen  deaths 
from  chloroform  (all  of  them,  I  believe,  in  the 
course  of  operations  upon  the  eye)  ;  and  with 
another  who  has  witnessed  six  deaths.  The 
mortalit}^,  such  as  it  is,  is  totall}^  without 
warning.  No  experience  can  foresee  in  what 
cases  it  will  occur,  no  skill  can  do  anything  to 
prevent  its  occurrence.  There  have,  it  is  true, 
been  a  few  instances  in  which  life  has  been 
threatened  by  failing  respiration,  but  in  these 
the  patient  may  always  be  saved  if  proper 
treatment  is  adopted.  The  deadly  cases  are 
those  of  syncope,  or  paral3^sis  of  the  heart, 
and  this,  whenever  it  occurs,  appears  to  place 
the  victim  beyond  the  reach  of  human  aid. 

The  loss  of  one  life  in  two  thousand  five 
hundred  inhalations  would  not,  I  think,  forbid 
the  use  of  chloroform  in  surger}^  if  chloroform 
were  the  safest  of  our  anaethetic  agents,  or 
even  if  it  offered  any  great  practical  advanta- 
ges to  the  administrator  or  to  the  operator. 
But  I  contend  first,  that  ether  is  in  all  respects 
as  available  and  as  effectual  as  chloroform ; 
secondly,  that  it  is  absolutely  safe.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  has  ever  destroj^ed  life,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  it  has  any  tendency  to  de- 
stroy it. 

With  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  ether,  I  may 
say  that  I  finally  abandoned  the  use  of  chloro- 


form three  years  ago.  Since  that  time  I  have 
performed  at  least  fifteen  hundred  operations 
upon  the  eye  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  using 
ether  as  my  sole  anaesthetic.  Its  administra- 
tion requires  from  two  to  four  minutes,  and  the 
anaesthesia  which  it  produces  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired.  It  has  been  in  use  at  St.  George's 
Hospital  for  a  still  longer  period  in  general 
surgery  ;  but  until  Dr.  Joy  eleffries,  of  Boston, 
(U.  S*),  taught  me  in  1872,  the  proper  method 
of  administering  it,  I  did  not  consider  it  avail- 
able for  ophthalmic  operations.  Unless  given 
with  great  freedom,  it  does  not  completely  re- 
lax the  muscular  sj^stem. 

My  experience  may,  I  venture  to  think,  be 
accepted  as  conclusive  with  regard  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  ether  ;  and  to  those  who  have  not 
found  it  efficient  I  would  suggest  that  they  have 
something  to  learn,  as  three  years  ago  I  myself 
had  all  to  learn,  with  regard  to  the  method  of 
administration.  On  the  question  of  safet}'  let 
me  remind  jow  that,  in  speaking  of  our  expe- 
rience of  ether  as  small,  you  leave  out  of  sight 
the  collossal  experience  of  our  brethren  in  the 
United  States,  who,  I  believe,  use  ether  almost 
exclusively,  and  who  have  had  no  deaths  from 
its  emplo.yment.  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  because  I  have  written  to  ask 
Dr.  Joy  Jeffries  to  favor  me  with  an  account  of 
the  American  experience,  which,  when  I  re- 
ceive it,  I  will  transmit  to  you  for  publication. 
My  own  cases  are,  of  course,  insufficient,  to 
establish  the  safety  of  ether  ;  but  they  enable 
me  to  say  that  I  do  not  recognize,  in  the  na- 
ture of  its  influence,  anything  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  be  deadly — nor,  supposing  common 
care  to  be  taken,  do  I  see  in  what  mode  it 
could  produce  death.  I  fully  believe  in  the 
correctness  of  Dr.  Joy  Jeffries'  assertion,  that 
as  long  as  the  patient  receives  air  enough  to 
prevent  suffocation,  jovl  could  not  destroy  life 
by  ether  if  you  tried.  No  one  who  has  seen 
much  of  the  use  of  chloroform  can  have  failed 
to  recognize  the  oftentimes  deadly  tendency  of 
its  action. 

On  the  grounds  which  I  have  thus  endeavor- 
ed to  set  forth,  I  hold  that  the  use  of  chloro- 
form in  surgery  can  never  be  necessary,  and, 
as  an  inevitable  consequence,  that  it  can  never 
be  justifiable.  I  make  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  young  children,  for  whom  chloroform 
is  scarcely  dangerous,  and  I  do  not  refer  at  all 
to  the  practice  of  midwifery,  in  which  the 
quantity  and  method  of  administration  are 
such  as  to  make  surgical  experience  inapplica- 
ble. But  I  hold  that  no  medical  practitioner, 
merely  because  he  has  used  chloroform  without 
accident  until  now,  or  merely  because  lie  has 
not  learnt  how  to  use  ether,  is  entitled  to  ex- 
pose a  patient  to  the  risk  of  being  the  one  per- 
son who  will  die,  although  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  others  may  escape. — 
Lancet,  Aug.  7,  1875,  p.  227 .—Braithivaite's 
Retrospect. 
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Effect  of  Mercury  oe  the  Blood  in  Syph- 
ilis.— In  the  New  York  Count}^  Medical  So- 
ciet}',  as  reported  in  the  Medical  Record^  Dr. 
E.  L.  Kej'es  read  a  paper  carefully  drawn  up 
and  giving  the  results  of  a  series  of  experi- 
ments designed  to  demonstrate  the  influence  of 
small  closes  of  mercury  on  the  composition  and 
structure  of  the  blood,  with  especial  regard  to 
the  red  corpuscles  : 

1.  Average  of  red  blood-corpuscles  in  one 
cubic  mm.  of  blood  of  the  healthy  adult  male  : 
— A  high  average  is  five  millions.  Anemia 
rarely  goes  below  three  millions,  and  in  five 
instances  the  count  reached  above  six  millions. 

2.  Effect  of  small  doses  of  mercury  upon 
the  blood  eaiij^  in  syphilis  : — In  all  the  cases 
counted  the  number  of  the  red  blood-corpuscles 
increased  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  good 
h^sgiene,  and  tonics. 

3.  Effect  of  the  long  continued  use  of  small 
doses  of  mercury  upon  the  blood  in  sj-philis : 
— There  w^ere  three  cases  ;  the  drug  was  ad- 
ministered respective^,  eleven,  six,  and 
eighteen  months  ;  the  blood-count  was  above 
the  healthy  average,  and  clinically  they  were 
all  in  excellent  health. 

4.  Effect  of  mercuiy  in  excess  upon  the 
blood  in  sj^philis  : — In  this,  the  onlj^  case  in 
which  salivation  had  been  present  (produced 
for  special  reasons) ,  the  count  showed  a  loss 
of  one  million,  which  was  attributed  to  the 
excessive  use  of  mercury. 

5.  Effect  of  mercury  combined  with  iodides 
upon  the  blood  in  syphilis : — In  this  list  it 
would  be  fair  to  expect  frequent  exceptions  to 
the  rule,  that  murcury  increases  the  number  of 
red  corpuscles  in  the  blood  of  syphilitic  pa- 
tients, because  so  many  who  need  prolonged 
treatment  late  in  the  disease  become  more  or 
less  cachectic  and  depreciated  in  general  health  ; 
but  in  only  two  out  of  the  nine  cases  under 
this  head  did  the  average  count  fall  below  the 
normal  standard,  and  this  among  patients  who 
had  had  s^^philis  for  a  long  time. 

6.  Effect  of  mercury  upon  the  blood  in 
syphilis  in  hospital  cases  : — There  were  three 
cases.  One  entered  salivated,  and  his  count 
increased  after  he  began  to  eat.  One  showed 
a  wretched  count,  was  debilitated  by  disease 
and  hospitalism,  but  improved  under  the  in- 
fluence of  good  hj^giene  and  tonics,  and  it  was 
believed  that  the  mercury  also  helped  him. 

7.  Effect  of  small  doses  of  mercury  upon 
the  blood  of  individuals  not  syphilitic :— The 
observations  showed  an  increase  in  the  count. 
In  testing  the  effect  of  small  doses  of  mercury. 
Dr.  Keyes  used  the  protiodide  in  granules,  gr. 
J  each  (the  preparation  more  commonly  em- 
ployed by  him  in  the  treatment  of  sj^philis)  ; 
and,  as  every  person's  capacity  for  the  drug 
varies,  one  granule  was  administered  after  each 
meal,  and  increased  by  one  granule  each  day 
(not  dose)  on  every  fourth  day,  until  some 
evidence  of  irritation  was  developed,  when  the 


dose  was  at  once  reduced  to  one-half,  and 
there  continued  at  the  option  of  the  doctor. 
The  conclusions  arrived  at  have  in  the  main 
been  already  given  ;  but  the  following  may  be 
added  to  make  the  report  more  complete  : 

1.  Mercury  decreases  the  number  of  the  red 
cells  when  given  in  excess,  especially  in  hospi- 
tal patients. 

2.  Sj^Dhilis  diminishes  the  number  of  r^ed. 
cells  below  the  healthy  standard. 

3.  Mercury  in  small  doses,  continued  for  a 
short  or  long  period  in  syphilis,  given  alone  or 
with  iodide  of  potassium,  increases  the  num- 
ber of  red  blood-corpuscles,  and  maintains  a 
high  standard  of  the  same. 

4.  Mercury  in  small  doses  acts  as  a  tonic 
upon  health}^  animals,  increasing  their  w^eight. 
In  larger  doses  it  is  debilitating  or  fatal. 

5.  Mercur}"  in  small  doses  is  tonic  (for  a 
time  at  least)  for  individuals  in  fair  health,  not 
sj^philitic.  In  such  individuals  it  increases  the 
number  of  the  red  blood. corpuscles. — Pacific 
Medical  ctnd  Surgical  Journcd. 

The  Treatment  of  Polyarthritis  Rheum- 
atic a  BY  Salicylic  Acid. — Dr.  Strieker,  Phy- 
sician to  the  Charite  Hospital,  Berlin,  has 
treated,  for  several  months  past,  all  the  cases 
of  acute  articular  rheumatism,  with  well  mark- 
ed local  disturbance,  taken  into  the  Charite 
Hospital  under  Prof.  Traube,  with  salic3dic 
acid.  In  eveiy  instance  not  only  was  the  tem- 
perature reduced  to  the  normal  standard  within 
forty- eight  hours,  but  what  is  far  more  import- 
ant, all  the  local  phenomena  such  as  pain, 
swelling  and  redness  of  the  joints  were  com- 
pletely relieved. 

This  mode  of  treatment  is  efficacious  only  in 
the  class  of  cases  just  indicated ;  it  is  of  no 
avail  unless  swelling  and  redness  of  the  joints, 
exist. 

In  order  to  insure  success  the  following 
rules  for  administering  the  acid  must  be  strict- 
ly observed : 

The  salicylic  acid  must  be  pure  ;  that  is  to 
say,  it  must  be  in  the  form  of  glistening  white 
acicular  crystals  which  are  quite  odorless  and 
form  a  clear  solution  in  water  or  alcohol.  Im- 
pure salicylic  acid  is  much  more  likely  to  act 
as  an  irritant  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  throat  and  stomach. 

The  powdered  acid  must  be  given  in  doses 
of  from  8  to  16  grains  every  hour.  It  is  best 
given  in  capsules.  It  must  be  given  till  the 
affected  joints  can  be  moved  without  causing 
pain. 

To  obtain  this  effect  the  quantity  adminis- 
tered never  exceeded  half  an  ounce,  and  was 
never  less  than  eighty  grains. 

There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  safe  to  admin- 
ister more  than  240  grains,  since  one  patient 
took  of  his  own  accord,  as  much  as  350  grains 
within  twelve  hours  without  experiencing  the 
slightest  inconvenience,    on   the  contrary   his 
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tongue  cleaned  and  appetite  improved.  The 
only  toxic  effects  noticed  in  an}'  of  the  cases 
treated  were  sweating,  singing  in  the  ears, 
partial  deafness,  *and  in  a  few  instances  slight 
hilarity. 

Nothing  definite  can  as  3'et  be  stated  in  re- 
gard to  tjie  efl'ect  of  salicylic  on  the  secondary 
inflammations  of  rheumatism ;  most  of  the 
cases  treated  had  alread}'  sufiered  from  endo- 
carditis. It  is  probable  that  after  the  cure  has 
been  effected  the  patient  would  do  well  to  con- 
tinue taking  the  acid  in  smaller  doses,  for  a 
short  time  at  least. — Canada  Med.  and  Surg. 
JouniaL 

The  Dangers  of  Chloroform,  etc.,  and 
TPiE  Nitrite  of  Amyl. — Mr.  C.  Bader  writes 
that  some  3'ears  ago,  when  nitrite  of  am}^  was 
first  used  at  Guy's  Hospital,  Dr.  Goodhart  and 
himself  studied  its  effects,  when  taken  intern- 
ally, ui>on  the  blood-vessels  in  the  health}^ 
optic  disc  and  retina.  The  effect  is  as  rapid 
IS  it  is  striking.  Three  or  four  seconds  after 
taking  three  drops  of  the  drug  on  sugar  the 
bloodvessels  of  the  retina  (arteries  and  veins, 
but  especially  the  veins)  become  enormously 
dilated  and  gorged  with  blood,  leaving  no 
doubt  as  to  simultaneously  existing  cerebral 
hypersemia,  with  greatly  accelerated  circulation 
of  blood. 

Lately,  after  observing  upon  myself  the  ef- 
fects of  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  the  nitrite 
of  amjd,  it  occurred  to  me  that  in  cases  of 
faintness  or  of  defective  breathing  or  heart's 
-action,  while  under  the  influence  of  an  anaes- 
thetic, nitrite  of  Simjl  might  be  of  use.  A  few 
cases  will  show  the  encouraging  effects  of  this 
agent : 

Case  1. — Given  a  mixture  of  alcohol,  ether, 
and  chloroform.  Young  man,  h3'drocephalic, 
inherited  sj-philis  ;  iridectomised  on  both  eyes  ; 
suddenly  became  pale,  deepl}^  insensible,  with 
pulse  and  respiration  very  defective.  Lint, 
with  a  few  (three)  drops  of  nitrite  of  amyl, 
w-as  placed  over  nose  and  mouth.  In  two  or 
three  seconds  a  deep  inspiration,  followed  hj 
others,  flushed  face,  quick  pulse,  and  return  of 
sensibilit}^,  were  observed. 

Case  2. — Given  chloroform.  A  bo}',  pale, 
fat,  blue  lips  and  cheeks,  became  suddenl}^ 
ver}'  faint  (blue  lips,  blood  turning  black, 
breathing  very  imperfect).  The  same  quick 
result,  with  vomiting,  followed  the  inhalation 
of  the  nitrite  of  amyl  (three  drops) . 

Case  3. — Given  chloroform.  A  middle-aged 
woman  suddenl}^  became  blue  in  the  face  and 
stertorous  (tongue  falling  back).  Lint,  with 
ten  drops  of  nitrite  of  am}^,  was  placed  over 
the  mouth  and  nose.  In  a  few  seconds  the 
blueness  and  stertorous  breathing  gave  way  to 
good  color,  regular  breathing,  and'  sickness 
and  vomiting,  though  no  food  had  been  given 
for  several  hours. 

The  most   striking  effects  of  the   nitrite  of 


amyl  were  the  quick  restoration  of  breathing, 
of  a  good  color,  and  the  rapid  appearance  of 
sickness.  It  remains  to  be  shown  whether  in- 
jection of  this  agent  will  have  a  still  better 
effect. — Lancet,  May  8,  1875,  p.  644. — Braith- 
ivaite's  Retrospect. 

Typhoid  Fever  ;  Treatment  with  Sali- 
cylic Acid. — Salicylic  acid  has  been  used  with 
marked  benefit  in  reducing  the  temperature  in 
t^^phoid  fever,  though  it  seems  to  be  given 
without  advantage  in  fevers  of  the  hectic  va- 
riet}'.  One  case  of  typhoid  had  progressed 
badly  for  three  weeks.  Baths  had  been  ad- 
ministered at  intervals,  but  the  principal  result 
obtained  was  the  depression  of  the  temperature 
for  a  few  hours  after  such  baths.  It  was  de- 
cided to  administer  salicylic  acid  as  an  experi- 
ment, and  for  this  purpose  fifteen  grains  of  the 
drug  were  given  every  two  hours.  Before  ad- 
ministration the  temperature  was  106°,  and 
twenty-four  hours  after  it  had  fallen  to  104®. 
After  two  days,  convalescence  occurred. 

In  another  case  of  the  same  fever  the  sali- 
c^dic  acid  was  given  in  sixty-grain  doses  once 
a  day.  The  temperature  fell  from  104°  to 
101°,  and  at  the  end  of  two  daj^s  the  patient 
passed  into  convalescence.  The  remed}^  has 
been  used  so  far  in  four  cases,  and  in  each  with 
success. 

The  method  of  administration  is  fifteen 
grains  given  every  two  hours.  In  one  case 
transient  deafness  came  on,'  caused  apparently 
by  the  acid.  In  giving  salicylic  acid,  the  so- 
lution is  found  the  most  acceptable  to  the 
patient,  as  the  bulky  character  of  the  powder 
is  liable  to  give  rise  to  nausea.— iVe2«  Yorh 
Medical  Journal. 

The  Hydrostatics  of  the  Catheter. — Dr. 
Robert  Sommerville  {Edinburgh  Med.  Jour. ; 
Braithwaite^ s  Retrospect,  Jan.  1876)  saj^s  : 

The  mechanical  disadvantage  to  the  blad- 
der, of  having  to  raise  the  urine  four  or  five 
inches  above  its  own  level,  is  easily  illustrated 
when  the  female  bladder  is  being  emptied  with 
a  flexible  catheter.  The  urine  runs  freely 
enough  if  the  nozzle  of  the  catheter  be  kept 
down,  but  the  stream  is  at  once  arrested  if  the 
end  of  the  instrument  be  raised  a  few  inches. 

By  using  a  very  long,  flexible  catheter,  and 
bending  down  the  outer  half  of  it  so  as  to 
make  the  urine  leave  the  instrument  at  as  low 
a  level  as  it  enters  it  within  the  bladder,  we 
balance  the  column  which  is  obstructing  the 
evacuation  with  one  which  facilitates  it,  and 
the  onl}^  thing  required  of  the  bladder,  in  this 
case,  is  to  overcome  the  friction  of  the  urine 
against  the  interior  of  the  tube.  By  bending 
down  the  end  of  the  catheter  still  further,  we 
convert  it  into  a  sj'phon,  the  long  leg  of  which 
is  external,  and,  th&  descending  column  of 
urine  more  than  balancing  the  ascending  one, 
the  urine,  having  once  begun  to  flow,  is  bound 
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to  go  on  running  until  the  bladder  is  entirely 
empty.  The  urine  no  longer  requires  to  be 
pressed  out,  it  is  drawn  out. 

All  that  is  required  to  convert  the  ordinary 
metallic  catheter  into  a  syphon,  is  to  have  its 
external  extremity  end  with  a  downward 
curve,  and  to  slip  on  to  it  the  end  of  an  India 
rubber  tube.  The  tube  must  be  considerably 
longer  than  the  catheter,  in  order  that  it  ma}^ 
form  the  long  leg,  and  the  catheter  the  short 
leg,  of  the  syphon.  When,  therefore,  the 
catheter,  with  the  tube  thus  attached  to  it,  is 
introduced  into  the  bladder  distended  with 
urine,  and  the  external  end  is  bent  down  to- 
ward the  patient's  bed,  the  first  gush  of  urine 
fills  both  catheter  and  India-rubber  tube,  and 
flows  out  at  the  extremity  of  the  latter.  We 
may  now  allow  the  catheter  to  assume  the  po- 
sition that  the  elasticity  of  the  patient's  tissues, 
uninterf erred  with,  assigns  to  it.  The  external 
end  of  the  catheter  will  spring  up,  yet  the  urine 
will  continue  to  flow  ;  for  the  syphon  having 
once  commenced  to  act,  the  emptying  of  the 
bladder  will  go  on  until  the  whole  of  what  it 
contains  is  drawn  off. 

This  proposed  method  of  using  the  catheter 
as  a  syphon  is  ver}^  simple,  very  convenient, 
and  very  clean ;  it  completely  empties  the 
bladder ;  it  reduces  the  irritation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  b}^  the  catheter  to  the  least 
possible  degree,  and  it  avoids  entirely  the 
temptation  one  often  has,  when  the  urine  has 
ceased  to  flow,  to  raise  the  patient  into  an  erect 
or  semi-erect  position — a  proceeding  never  de- 
void of  danger  with  a  metallic  catheter  in  the 
bladder. — Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Ex- 
aminer. 

Hydrocele  Cured  by  Injections  of  Car- 
bolic Acid. — Dr.  Rahn  (AUg.  Med.  Zeitung, 
1875,  No.  1021)  says: 

Prof.  Hueter  (Grreifswald)  has,  of  late,  been 
using  two  per  cent,  solutions  of  carbolic  acid, 
instead  of  the  tincture  of  iodine,  as  an  injec- 
tion for  hydrocele.  After  the  liquid  was  with- 
drawn, he  injected  seven  grammes  of  the  above 
solution,  and  left  it  in  the  sac  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis.  No  pain  and  very  slight  swelling 
followed  such  injections,  and  the  patient  was 
not  obliged  to  lie  in  bed,  while  a  radical  cure 
was  accomplished  just  as  certainly  as  by  the 
use  of  tincture  of  iodine. 

Dr.  R.  could  confirm  these  facts  by  the  hap- 
py success  he  had  in  a  case  of  hydrocele, 
which,  in  November,  he  treated  with  an  injec- 
tion of  carbolic  acid.  Neither  during  nor  after 
the  operation,  v\^as  there  the  slightest  pain ; 
indeed,  the  patient  felt  so  well  that  he  could 
not  be  induced  by  any  means  to  remain  in  bed, 
and  the  next  morning  he  walked  in  his  garden. 
On  the  second  day,  with  a  well-fitting  suspen- 
sory bandage,  he  went  about  his  business  as 
usual.  On  the  fifth  day,  there  was  no  swelling 
and  no  tenderness ;  in  fact,   no  sign  of  a  hy- 


drocele ;  and  this    has  since  continued, — Chi- 
cago Med.  Jour,  and  Examiner. 

Diphtheria  Involving  the  Smaller  Bron- 
chi ;  Tracheotomy. — The  following  case  is  of 
special  interest  at  present,  when  the  advant-- 
ages  of  tracheotomy  in  diphtheria  are  freely 
canvassed.  It  seems  also  to  prove  that  in 
cases  of  dyspnoea  from  diphtheritic  exudation 
into  the  air  passages  the  operation  of  trache- 
otomj^  is  imperatively  demanded.  As  the  se- 
quel of  the  case  proved,  the  operation  elimi- 
nated one  important  symptom  of  the  case — 
dyspnoea — but  did  not  influence  the  course  of 
the  disease. 

A  child,  three  years  of  age,  v^as  admitted 
into  Rosevelt  Hospital  in  apparently  a  mori- 
bund condition.  The  dyspnoea  amounted  to 
cyanosis.  At  first  any  operation  was  deemed 
inadmissible  ;  but,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
the  parents,  tracheotomy  was  performed. 
After  the  immediate  effects  of  the  operation 
had  passed  off,  the  child  was  so  far  improved 
as  to  sit  up  in  bed  and  play.  He  then  took 
milk  freely,  and  was  apparently  doing  well. 
This  favorable  state  of  the  patient  continued 
for  thirteen  hours,  when  he  died  suddenly  froiii 
paralysis  of  the  heart.  At  the  post-mortem 
examination  the  diphtheritic  membrane  was 
found  to  have  invaded  the  larj'nx,  trachea,  and 
even  the  smaller  bronchi.  No  sign  of  redness 
or  of  false  membrane  was  discernible  on  the 
fauces,  nor  were  the  glands  of  the  neck  en- 
larged. Diphtheria  had  existed  in  several 
members  of  the  family,  and  very  shortly  before 
another  child  had  died  of  the  disease.  The 
child  had  been  ill  for  five  days,  and  complained 
from  the  outset  of  difficult}^  of  breathing. — ]Sf. 
Y.  MediccU  Journal. 

Chloral  Baths  in  Variola. — Dujardin 
Beaumets  reports  that  he  has  obtained  excel- 
lent effects  from  general  baths  of  chloral,  in 
cases  of  confluent  variola  at  the  period  when 
the  epidermis,  detaching  itself  en  masse,  leaves 
the  dermis  exposed.  The  quantit}^  of  chloral 
used  in  each  bath  has  not  exceeded  tw^enty 
grammes.  In  this  manner  is  obtained  not  only 
the  disinfection  of  the  patient,  but  also  a 
prompt  cicatrication  of  the  skin. — Bull.  Gen. 
de  Therapeutique.)  Nov.  1875. — N.  Y.  Med. 
Journal. 

Salicylic   Acid    in   Rheumatism. — Dr.    J. 

Rudisch,  the  house  phj^^sician.  Mount  Sinai 
Hospital,  has  tried  the  effects  of  salicylic  acid 
in  rheumatism,  as  well  as  in  typhoid  fever,  and 
with  good  results.  He  gave  one  scruple  every 
hour,  and  found  that  it  lessened  the  rheumatic 
process  and  cut  short  the  disease. — N.  Y. 
Med.  Jour. 

The  Clinical  Record  is  sent  to  subscribers, , 
post-paid,  for  two  dollars  per  year. 
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CHLOROFORM  VS.  ETHER. 


Deaths  from  chloroform  administered  for 
purpose  of  producing  surgical  anaesthesia  have 
been  so  numerous  of  late  years  that  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that  it  will  be  discarded 
from  surgical  practice  within  a  short  period. 
In  England  and  upon  the  continent  of  Europe 
the  authorities  are  now  nearl}^  in  accord  upon 
this  subject.  The  experience  of  the  past  two 
years  has  served  to  produce  a  tendency  toward 
almost  perfect  unanimity  among  enlightened 
surgeons  the  world  over.  For  man}^  years  the 
surgeons  of  Boston  have  used  ether  alone  in 
their  practice,  while  in  New  York  and  the 
cities  of  the  West  chloroform  has  retained  its 
position  as  the  usual  ansesthetic  in  spite  of  an 
occasional  death  following  its  emplo3''ment,  and 
the  sad  experience  of  European  surgeons. 

Chloroform,  at  first  sight,  would  appear  to 
olfer  man}'-  advantages  over  ether  as  an  aiiEes- 
thetic  agent.  It  is  easy  of  administration ; 
produces  its  effects  in  smxall  quantities,  is  more 
agreeable  to  inhale  ;  the  period  of  excitement 
is  shorter  ;  is  non-inflammable  ;  and  in  man}^ 
cases — the  vast  majorit}^,  in  fact — is  followed 
by  no  bad  results.  The  number  of  fatal  cases 
witnessed  b}"  any  one  operator  is  so  small,  that 
the  fond  delusion  is  very  apt  to  be  indulged  in, 
that  proper  care  would  prevent  an  unfavorable 
termination  in  every  case. 

Fatal  accidents  have  followed  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform  in  surgical  cases,  on 
several  occasions,  in  St.  Louis,  as   well  as  in 


other  large  cities.  These  have,  unfortunately, 
been  concealed  in  such  a  way  that  tlie}^  have 
not  found  their  way  into  the  literature  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  the  warning  convej^ed 
b}^  their  occurrence  has  not  been  able  to  reach 
the  members  of  the  profession,  and  the  deadly 
vapor  has  thus  been  enabled  to  retain  its  hold 
upon  the  surgeon's  confidence,  and  claim  still 
more  victims  to  swell  the  number  of  those  who 
have  gone  before.  It  may  be  safel}^  affirmed, 
that  every  surgeon  who  helps  to  conceal  a  fatal . 
case  of  chloroform  narcosis  is  responsible  to  a 
great  degree  for  all  succeeding  deaths  from  the 
same  cause.  There  is  a  natural  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  every  one  to  bring  before  the  pub- 
lic instances  of  personal  misadventure,  and  we 
cannot  withold  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy 
from  those  committing  blunders,  or  from  those 
who  would  allow  the  green  earth  to  be  the  sole 
depository  of  the  record  of  a  fatal  accident. 
Nevertheless,  the  ethics  of  the  profession  de- 
mand that  we  shall  afford  the  utmost  degree  of 
protection  to  our  patrons  and  give  our  patient 
the  best  chance  possible  in  the  life  struggle 
with  disease  and  death. 

In  order  to  do  this  it  is  incumbent  upon  us, 
upon  ever}^  member  of  the  grand  and  noble 
profession  of  medicine,  to  not  only  use  all 
means  in  his  power  for  the  relief  and  safet}"  of 
the  individual  patient  who  ma}^  happen  to  come 
linder  his  care,  but  also  to  place  upon  record, 
for  the  warning  of  his  brother  practitioner  and 
the  weal  of  humanit}^,  all  such  information  as 
may  come  to  his  knowledge  that  may  benefit, 
warn,  or  save  another  from  serious  ills  or  sud- 
den death. 

These  remarks  are  called  forth  by  the  recent 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  the  Cit}^  Hospital. 
We  are  glad  of  the  publicit}^  which  the  event 
was  given ;  and  of  the  fact  that  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  to  gloss  over  the  affair  by 
calling  it  a  case  of  "  heart  disease,"  or  other 
morbid  affection  of  an  obscure  character.  The 
profession  and  the  public  have  been  too  often 
thus  imposed  upon  by  unscrupulous  surgeons, 
ignorant  juries  and  accommodating  coroners 
and  medical  witnesses.  The  particulars  of  the 
case  are  as  follows  : 

John  McCormack,  aged  twenty-eight,  was 
given  chloroform  as  an  anaesthetic  preparatorj^ 
to  the  operation  of  amputation  of  the  index 
finger  at  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  articula- 
tion.    Chloroform   was    administered    by  the 
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Assistant  in   the  Surgical   Department  of  tlie 
St.  Lonis  Cit}^  Hospital,  Dr.  J.  R.  Lemon. 

It  was  noticed  that  during  the  first  stage  of 
the  administration  the  patient,  wlio  was  an 
Irishman,  seemed  to  be  unusually'  excited, 
tallving,  gesticulating,  etc.  Dr.  Lemon  was 
then  requested  "  to  give  the  patient  plenty  of 
air,"  when  he  withdrew  the  napkin  to  the  un- 
usual distance  of  about  fou7^  indies  from  his 
face.  He  continued  the  administration  in 
about  the  same  position  until  the  period  of 
rigidit}'  seemed  approaching. 

At  the  request  of  the  operating  surgeon ,  the 
table  was  reversed,  and  during  the  perform- 
ance of  this  movement  the  chloroform  was  en- 
tireh^  withheld.  Dr.  Lankford,  being  now 
about  ready  to  begin  the  operation,  asked  if 
the  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  the  an- 
sesthetic.  Dr.  Lemon  replied  that  he  was  not, 
and  prepared  to  recommence  the  administra- 
tion. A  tthis  moment  it  was  observed  that  the 
patient  began  to  snore  heavil}^,  and  the  rigid 
stage  appeared  to  be  suddenl}^  developed,  the 
abdominal  muscles  contracted  strongly,  and 
the  urine  was  involuntarily  discharged.  "While 
the  urine  was  being  discharged,  he  began  to 
make  forced,  blowing  expirations.  The  spec- 
fetors  seemed  provoked  to  mirth  by  the  singu- 
lar manner  of  the  patient^  when  Dr.  Lankford 
said  :  "  Gentlemen,  please  be  quiet,  these  are 
dangerous  S3^mptoms — hand  me  the  forceps." 
This  was  done,  the  patient  was  turned  upon 
his  side,  the  lower  extremities  were  elevated, 
and  the  tongue  was  forcibl}^  drawn  forward. 
A  few  (foui'  or  five)  labored  respirations  took 
place  after  the  tongue  was  pulled  forward,  and 
before  the  respirator}'  process  was  aided,  and 
the  heart  was  still  acting.  As  these  seemed 
extremel}'  difficult,  artificial  respiration  was 
immediately  begun.  The  batter}^  was  also 
called  for  and  the  poles  were  applied  in  the 
usual  manner  to  the  phrenic  nerves  and  to  the 
diaphragm.  There  were  a  few  more  heav}" 
inspirations,  at  long  intervals.  The  tongue 
was  still  kept  forcibly  drawn  forward,  artifi- 
cial respiration  was  persisted  in,  and  the  bat- 
ter}' used,  the  body  being  still  maintained  in 
the  same  position  (Nelaton's  method),  until 
three-fourths  of  an  hour  after  the  last  respira- 
tory effort,  when  all  hope  was  abandoned. 

AutjDps^j^  nineteen  hours  after  death  :  Body 
well  nourished — free  deposits  of  fat  in  the 
various  tissues.     Brain  verj^  anaemic,  scarcely 


awy  blood  to  be  perceived  on  section,  tissues 
normal.  Heart  strongly  contracted,  all  the 
cavities  empty  ;  no  appearance  of  fatt}^  degen- 
eration, or  other  morbid  condition.  Lungs 
full  of  blood  posteriorly  (hypostasis) ,  other- 
wise normal.  Stomach,  walls  full  of  blood  of 
a  dark  liver  color  throughout,  empty  with  the 
exception  of  an  excessive  amount  of  tenacious 
mucous  adherent  to  the  lining  membrane  ;  the 
walls  were  quite  soft,  tearing  easily  on  slight 
traction.  Liver,  spleen,  kidneys  and  intestinal 
tract  apparentl}"  normal. 

The  verdict  of  the  Coroner's  jury  was  to  the 
effect  that  death  had  resulted  from  chloroform, 
which  had  been  given  in  less  than  the  usual 
quantity  and  with  all  necessary  precaution. 

A  hasty  examination  of  the  current  medical 
literature  has  enabled  us  to  collect  the  follow- 
ing list  of  cases  of  death  from  this  agent  dur- 
ing one  year.  Of  course  the  list  is  very  in- 
complete, nevertheless,  it  is  very  instructive. 
One  case  of  death  from  the  bi-chloride  of 
methylene  is  included,  the  two  agents  being  so 
nearly  identical  in  action  and  mode  of  produc- 
ing fatal  results  as  to  warrant  this  case  being 
considered  with  those  produced  by  chloroform. 
In  fact,  it  would  seem  that  methylene  is  not  so 
safe  an  agent  as  chloroform,  for  the  cases  in 
which  it  has  been  used  are  incomparably  less 
than  chloroform. 

Boston  Med.  aad  Sug.  Jour,^  Oct.  1,  and  8, 
1874,  male,  dental  operation,  organs  heal- 
thy' chloroform. 

Canada  Med.  Record^  Nov.  1874,  female,  den- 
tal operation,  health}^,  chloroform. 

Dental  Cosmos,  May  1875,  male,  age  16  j'ears, 
dental  operation,  health}^,  chloroform. 

Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Feb.  27,  1875,  male,  age  56 
years,  operation  for  epithelioma  of  tongue, 
healthy,  chloroform. 

Brit.  Med.  Jonr.,  Dec.  19,  1874,  male,  age  14 
3'ears,  operation  for  dislocation  of  hip,  heal- 
thy, chloroform. 

Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Oct.  9,  1875,  chloroform. 
"       "        "  "  16,  1875,         " 

London  Lancet,  Dec.  17,  1874,  female,  age  25 
3'ears,  probing  lachrymal  duct,  health}',  me- 
thylene. 

London  Lancet,  Feb.  13,  1875,  male,  age  19 
years,  amputation  of  toe,  healthy,  chloro- 
form. 

London  Lancet,  Jan.  25,  1875,  male,  age  45 
years,  amputation  of  finger,  healthy,  chlo- 
roform. 

London  Lancet,  July  21,  1875,  female,  age 
21  years,  puncture  of  abscess,  healthy, 
chloroform. 
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London  Lancet,  Oct.  9,  1875,  male,  redac- 
tion of  displaced  fracture,  health}',  cliloro- 
form . 

Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  July  24,  1<S75,  male, 
age  27,  removal  of  the  eye,  healthy,  chloro- 
form. 

Ifed.  Times  and  Gazvtte,  Jul}^  24,  '75,  female, 
removal  of  the  eye,  health}',  chloroform. 

Nashville  Jo^ir.  Med.  and  Surg.,  June  1875, 
male,  age  11  years,  paraphymosis,  health}-, 
chloroform. 

It  is  stated,  in  connection  with  each  case, 
that  all  the  organs  essential  to  life  were  heal- 
thy, that  the  anaesthetic  was  given  with  the 
ntmost  care  and  precaution  against  a  fatal  re- 
sult, and  that  the  death,  in  each  and  every 
instance,  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  poisonous 
effects  of  the  anaesthetic. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  operation  for 
which  the  anaesthetic  was  given  was  of  a  trivial 
character.  This  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  tlie 
City  Hospital  case. 

A  high  authority  (Taylor,  Treatise  on  Pois- 
ons, last  edition),  states  that  ether  is  eight 
times  safer  than  chloroform;  while  the  great 
pathologist  of  Florence,  Schiff,  says  that  "the 
use  of  chloroform  should  be  rejected,  and  ether 
alone  be  used."  He  also  says  that  "vascular 
succeeds  respiratory  paralysis  when  ether  is 
administered,  while  the  reverse  lakes  place 
with  chloroform.  Frequently,  an  amount  of 
the  latter  which  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce respiratory,  may  suffice  to  bring  on  vas- 
cular paralysis."  Hence,  while  ^he  heart  con- 
tinues to  beat,  artificial  respiration  may 
resuscitate  the  individual,  and,  from  the  less 
specific  gravity,  and  consequently  greater  dif- 
fusibility  of  ether  vapor  over  that  of  chloro- 
form, there  is  a  greater  probability  of  restoring 
life  when  respiratory  paralysis  succeeds  the 
administration  of  ether  than  the  same  symp- 
toms following  the  inhalation  of  chloroform. 
Schiff  says  that  the  surgeon  is  directly  respon- 
sible for  death  from  ether  vapor,  while  he  is 
not  for  the  fatal  results  of  chloroform. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  the  greater  responsi- 
bility attaches  to  him  Avho,  in  the  present  state 
of  knowledge,  gives  chloroform  at  all,  unless 
we  accept  the  dictum  of  Sims,  who  would 
allow  of  its  nse  in  obstetrics,  and  remove  it 
from  the  domain  of  all  the  other  practical 
medical  sciences.  The  woman's  efforts,  vol- 
untary and  involuntary,  producing  a  tendency 
of  blood  toward  the  brain  to  such  an  extent  as 


to  remove  the  dangers  of  cerebral  anaemia, 
which  are  so  justly  to  be  dreaded  in  every 
other  branch  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

W.  B.  H. 
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Extra-Utekink  Pregnancy;  by  John  S.  Par- 
ry, M.  D.,  Obstetrician  to  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital ;  Physician  to  the  Department  for 
Diseases  of  Women,  in  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital ;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia,  etc.  Hcury  C.  Lea, 
Publisher,  Philadelphia:  1876.: — St.  Louis 
Book  &  News  Co. 

No  one  can  read  this  work  without  being 
impressed  with  the  evidence  of  the  remarkable 
industry  and  care  with  Avhich  the  author  has 
investigated  his  subject.  The  fact  that  five 
hundred,  cases  of  extra-uterine  foetation,  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  several  centuries, 
have  been  collated,  is  a  sufficient  indication 
of  the  patient  labor  which  has  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  a  most  interesting  and  important 
branch  of  obstetric  medicine.  The' faithful- 
ness with  which  Dr.  Parry  has  performed  his 
task  is  patent  even  upon  a  superficial  perusal 
of  this  work,  and  it  is  fortunate  for  his  menl*- 
ory  *  and  for  his  subject  that  his  lot  was  cast 
in  the  venerable  cit}'  of  Philadelphia,  which 
was  for  many  years  the  cradle  of  medical  learn- 
ing in  this  country,  for  it  is  a  fact,  which  many 
of  us  in  the  West  have  daily  cause  to  regret, 
that  no  physician,  whatever  may  be  his  native 
talent  or  industry,  can  enter  the  field  of  litera- 
ture without  working  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
separated  as  we  are  from  the  old  and  well- 
stored  libraries  of  our  older  sisters  of  the  East. 
Had  Dr.  Parry  resided  in  St.  Louis  he  could 
never  have  left  behind  him  so  creditable  a 
monument  to  his  pains-taking  research. 

The  volume  before  us  comprises  some  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pages,  and  embraces 
a  very  complete  discussion  of  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  in  all  its  bearings.  In  the  first 
chapter  the  author  examines  at  considerable' 
length  the  various  conditions  said  to  be  favor- 
able to  this  accident,  without,  however,  elicit- 
ing much  that  is  strictly  new,  though  his  care- 
fully prepared  statistics  impart  a  fresh  interest 
to  many  points  hitherto  noticed  by  other  au- 
thorities.    For  example,  the  author  finds  that 

*  The  sad  tidings  have  reached  us  of  the  recent  death  of 
Dr.  Parry,  in  Florida. 
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out  of  five  hundred  cases,  no  less  than  twenty- 
two  were  combined  extra  and  intra-uterine 
conceptions ;  in  other  words,  duplicate  chil- 
dren are  about  four  times  more  frequent  in 
extra-uterine  than  in  normal  foetation,  which 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  something 
in  twin  conceptions  favorable  to  displacement 
of  one  of  the  ova — possibly,  as  Barnes  sug- 
gests, the  two  may  occasionalh^  interfere  with 
each  other  in  their  descent  through  the  fallopian 
tube. 

The  writer  has  adopted  a  simpler  classifica- 
tion of  extra-uterine  pregnancies  than  that  of 
Dezeimeris  and  others,  embracing  all  sub- 
varieties  under  three  general  species.  Under 
the  head  of  "  Tubal  Pregnancy'''  he  groups 
(a)  tuho-ovarian^  (h)  Uibal-abdominal,  (c) 
ticbal  proper,  (d)  tubo-uterine.  "  Ovarian 
Pregnancy "  is  subdivided  into  (a)  ovarian 
proper  and  (b)  ovario-tubal.  "  Ventral,  or 
Abdominal  Pregnancy"  into  (a)  primary 
(ovum  developed  from  the  outset  in  the  peri- 
toneal cavity)  and  {b)  secondary  (development 
commences  in  the  tube  or  ovary,  the  cyst  rup- 
tures, ovum  escapes  and  continues  to  live  and 
develop  in  peritoneal  cavit}') . 

The  following  table  indicates  the  relative 
frequency  with  which  the  several  species  and 
varieties  of  misplaced  conception  occurred  in 
the  five  hundred  cases  analyzed  by  the  author : 

'  In  tube  proper 149  ^ 

In  the  pavillion,  tubo-ova- 
Tidjal.  ^      rian  and  tubo-abdominal         )>   214 

A'arieties 34  | 

^Tubo-uterine   (intestinal).   31 J 

Ovarian 27 

Abdominal   (primar}^) 29 

Doubtful 230 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that 
with  the  utmost  care  the  author  w^as  unable  to 
classify  nearl}^  half  of  the  cases  under  consid- 
eration, a  circumstance  which  to  a  considerable 
degree  mars  the  value  of  his  figures. 

Two  ver}^  interesting  chapters  are  devoted 
to  the  patliological  anatomy  of  extra-uterine 
pregnancy,  in  which  it  will  be  found  that  the 
author  takes  issue  with  such  distinguished 
authorities  as  Lee,  Churchill,  Leishman,  Schroe- 
der,  Barnes  and  others  in  regard  to  the  nature 
of  the  connection  between  the  ovum  and  the 
maternal  surfaces.  He  claims  that  unlike  in 
normal  pregnancy,  there  is  "but  one  force 
concerned  in  establishing  the  connection  be- 
tween the  ovum  and  the  surface  upon  which  it 


is  engrafted  ;"  in  other  words,  there  is  absence 
of  a  decidua  proper,  the  villi  of  the  chorion 
being  merely  spread  out  on  the  maternal  sur- 
face and  held  in  contact  with  it  by  "plastic 
material,"  and  since  there  is  no  serotina,  the 
placenta  is  exclusively  an  embryonic  structure. 
There  is  no  direct  communication  of  blood- 
vessels, the  ovum  being  nourished  by  endos- 
motic  action.  Although  the  writer  is  decided 
in  his  views  respecting  these  matters,  it  cannot 
be  said  that  he  has  settled  the  vexatious  ques- 
tion concerning  the  nature  of  the  fatal  connec- 
tions with  the  mother,  and  this  is  the  more  to 
be  regretted  since  it  becomes  of  great  import- 
ance in  solving  the  management  of  the  after- 
birth in  cases  of  operative  procedure. 

The  author  recognizes  and  contends  for  the 
invariable  occurrence  of  three    phenomena  in 
extra-uterine  pregnancy,  which,  if  true,  are  of 
the  highest  phj^siological  importance  :    (1)  that 
the  uterus  alwaj^s  takes  on  a  certain  nutritive 
impulse  with  a  distinct  decidual  development ; 
(2)  that  there  is  a  corpus  luteum,  as  in  normal 
gestation  ;   (3)  that  symptoms  of  l-ebor  super- 
vene at  or  near  term.     We  say,  "  if  true,"  be- 
cause no  facts  have  been  elicited  to  sustain  so 
broad  an  assertion.     That  this  is  the  rule,  all 
will   admit,  but  that   these  phenomena  occur 
with  such  invariability  as  to  assume  the  dignity 
of  a  physiological   law,  would    seem  scarcely 
warranted   by    observations   yet  made,    or  at 
least  by  an}^  data  furnished   by  the    author. 
Man}^  exceptions   have  been  noted   by   trust- 
worthy authorities.     It  is  indeed  not  remarka- 
ble that  all  these  manifestations  should  occur 
when  the  ovum  takes  root  in  the  tube,  ovary, 
or  in  any  locality  in  direct  nervous  and  vascu- 
lar sympath}^  with  the  generative  organs,  thus 
involving  them  in  the  developmental  nisus,  but 
that  they  should  accompany  a  primar}^  ventral 
gestation  where  the  ovum  has  become  engrafted 
on  a  distant  organ,  as  the  stomach  or  liver,  is 
passing  strange,  and  unsettles  several  of  our 
present  physiological  tenets.     It  is  only  there- 
fore, by  a  closer  study  of  those  rare  cases  of 
abdominal  pregnancy,   where   the   embryo  at- 
taches itself  to  some  distant  organ  outside  of 
the  nervous    and   vascular   arc,  in  direct  com- 
munion with  the  uterus  and  its  annexae,  that 
we  can  predicate    any   conclusions  worthy  of 
acceptance    in   the   settlement  of  this   point. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  interesting  question  in 
a  physiological  point  of  view,  and  it  is  to  !>€■ 
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hoped   that  in  time,  more   light  ma}*  be  shed 
upon  it. 

A  considerable  space  is  accorded  discussion 
of  the  sj'mptoms  indicative  of  misplaced  con- 
ception, and  this  is  perhaps  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  the  work.  The  earliest  S3'mptom  of 
importance  generall}'  supervenes  in  the  form  of 
a  sense  of  prostrating  colicky  pain  coming  on 

between  the  first  and  fourth  month.     It  is  thus 
described  b}'  the  author  :     "  The  pain  is  seated 

in  the  In'pogastrium,  and  is  usuall}'  worse  upon 
one  side.  It  is  extremel}'  violent,  preventing 
the  woman  from  standing  erect  or  Ij'ing 
stretched  out  in  bed.  It  produces  considera- 
ble and  even  profound  prostration.  The  sur- 
face ma}'  become  pale  and  cool,  the  skin  cov- 
ered with  a  cold,  clamni}'  perspiration,  and  the 
pulse  small  and  thread-like.  There  may  be 
vomiting,  and  the  suffering  may  be  so  great  as 
to  cause  syncope.  The  pain  is  apt  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  some,  and  even  great  tenderness  in 
the  hypogastric  and  iliac  regions,  which  has 
led  to  the  supposition  that  the  patient  was 
suffering  from  peritonitis.  After  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  varj'ing  from  a  few  hours  to  a 
da}'  or  more,  the  pain  disappears,  and  the  pa- 
tient may  appear  to  be  nearly  restored  to 
health.  She  is  likely,  however,  to  suffer  more 
or  less  at  all  times,  and  if  she  does  not,  the 
calm  is  a  deceitful  one,  for  sooner  or  later  the 
storm  breaks  out  again,  and  she  has  a  fresh 
accession  of  pain  of  the  same  terrible  severity. 
These  paroxysms  are  renewed  with  more  or 
less  regularity  at  intervals  varying  from  a  few 
'days  to  two  or  three  weeks."  ***** 
Of  the  500  cases  examined  by  the  author, 
the  result  is  stated  in  499.  Of  these,  336  died, 
163  recovered — a  mortality  of  67.20  per  cent. 
Hupture  of  the  cyst  is  by  far  the  most  fatal 
complication;  of  the  women  who  die,  52.88 
per  cent,  perish  from  this  cause.  Out  of  the 
.500  cases,  this  occurred  in  174  instances. 

We  regret  that  want  of  space  prevents  a 
more  extended  notice  of  the  many  interesting 
statistics  given  by  the  author,  since  they  are 
of  much  practical  value,  but  we  hurry  on  to 
glance  briefly  at  the  more  important  problem 
of  management  of  cases  of  extra-uterine  preg- 
nancy. Much  space  is  devoted  to  a  discussion 
of  the  various  measures  which  have  been  re- 
sorted to  for  the  destruction  or  arrest  of  devel- 
opment of  the  foetus  during  the  early  stages, 
and  to  a  comparison  of  their  respective  merits. 


The  author  prefers  for  this  purpose,  the  simple 
use  of  electricity,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  J. 
G.  Allen,  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Allen's  method 
consists  of  the  application  of  one .  pole  of  an 
ordinary  electro-magnetic  machine  to  the 
tumor  in  the  vagina  through  a  common  glass 
speculum,  the  other  being  applied  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  abdomen  over  the  foetal  cyst  {Am. 
Journal  of  Obstet.^  May,  1872).  When  prac- 
ticable he  would  remove  the  child  by  section  of 
the  vagina,  as  performed  by  Dr.  Thomas,  of 
New  York,  only  that  he  would  modify  his  ope- 
ration by  making  no  attempt  to  remove  the 
placenta,  for  fear  of  hemorrhage.  There  are 
also  some  cases  in  which  the  injection,  by 
means  of  a  hypodermic  syringe,  of  narcotic 
substances  into  the  cyst,  as  proposed  by  Jou- 
lin,  Friedrich  and  others,  might  be  tried, 
although,  on  the  whole,  the  author  considers 
this  method  inferior  to  the  first-named.  We 
are  particularly  pleased  to  see  that  Dr.  Parry 
places  the  stamp  of  disapprobation  upon  the 
horrible  suggestion  of  Barnes,  that  the  foetus 
might  be  destroyed  through  syphilization  of  the 
mother. 

The  author  is  bold  and  outspoken  in  favor 
of  gastrotomy  in  cases  of  ruptured  cyst,  and 
sustains  his  argument  in  a  most  forcible  and 
practical  manner.  In  regard  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  this  operation  under  other  circum- 
stances, for  the  sake  of  the  child  or  mother, 
near  term  or  subsequently,  (wherein  nature 
has  taken  no  preliminary  steps  to  get  rid  of 
the  foetus) ,  his  position  is  much  more  conser- 
vative, too  much  so,  we  fear,  to  satisfy  some 
of  the  more  advanced  surgeons  and  obstetri- 
cians of  the  present  day,  such  as  W.  L.  Atlee, 
Baker  Brown,  Tait,  Koeberle,  Behier,  Kewisch, 
Keller,  Braxton  Hicks,  Greenhalgh,  Meadows, 
and  many  others  of  equal  weight  and  experi- 
ence. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Dr.  Parry's 
inferences  on  this  very  important  subject  are 
perfectly  sincere  and  honest,  yet  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  statistics  on  which  he  bases 
his  conclusions  will  reveal  several  vpry  glaring 
errors,  all  of  which  have  a  tendency  to 
strengthen  him  in  a  position  which,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  is  questionable,  in  view  of  the 
wonderful  advances  and  triumphs  recently 
achieved  in  abdominal  surgery.  This  is 
scarcely  the  place  to  discuss  this  subject  in  all 
its  bearings  however,  and  no  such  attempt 
shall  be  made,  suffice  it  to  call  attention  to  one 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


1& 


or  two  errors  in  the  author's  record  of  cases, 
whereby  his  figures  have  been  materially  modi- 
fied to  the  prejudice  of  the  operation  of  gas- 
trotomy.  He  tabulates  62  cases  of  abdominal 
section,  of  which  30  lived  and  32  died,  a  mor- 
talit}'  of  51-61  per  cent.  Of  these,  20  were 
performed  at  or  before  the  end  of  the  ninth 
month,  14  died,  a  mortality  of  70  per  cent. 
With  these  results  he  compares  another  class 
of  188  cases  left  to  nature,  or  at  least  sub- 
jected to  no  more  serious  operation  than  the 
enlargement  of  a  fistulous  opening  already 
formed,  of  these,  99  died,  a  mortality  of  52.65 
per  cent.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  one  per  cent,  more  chance  in 
favor  of  life  under  gastrotomy  than  when  the 
case  is  left  to  nature,  but  when  the  operation 
is  performed  at  or  near  term  with  a  view  to 
the  salvation  of  both  mother  and  child  the  ma- 
ternal mortality-  is  17.32  per  cent,  greater  than 
when  left  to  nature.  In  consequence  of  this 
showing  the  author  condemns  unequivocally 
the  primary  operation,  and  professes  great 
doubts  even  as  to  the  propriety  of  secondary 
gastrotom}'  unless  some  emergency  arises  ren- 
dering it  necessary.  Now  these  deductions 
appear  at  first  glance  entirely  fair,  and  whilst 
they  are  certainly  justified  in  the  premises, 
yet,  on  further  consideration  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  are  open  to  criticism.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  hardly  proper  to  count  a  result  as 
weighing  against  the  feasibility  of  gastrotomy 
unless  the  operation  is  properly  performed. 
A  very  casual  glance  at  the  synopsis  of  the  62 
cases  reported  by  Dr.  Parry  is  suflficient  to  in- 
dicate that  some  of  them  were  already  in  a 
most  precarious  condition,  unfavorable  to  suc- 
cess or  recovery,  whilst  in  others  the  operation 
was  performed  in  a  bungling  and  -unscientific 
manner,  such  as  would  be  practiced  by  none 
of  the  distinguished  champions  of  the  measure. 
For  example,  in  case  8,  "the  operation  was 
performed  when  the  woman  was  dying."  In 
case  9  there  was  combined  intra-  and  extra- 
uterine pregnancy.  In  case  14  "  the  cyst  had 
burst  into  the  bowel."  In  case  15,  there  was 
intra-  and  extra-uterine  pregnancy.  In  case 
18,  there  was  already  peritonitis  from  rupture 
of  cyst.  In  case  19,  operation  performed  on 
eighth(!)  day  of  labor.  Case  20,  patient 
already  "  m  ecc^'z-emis."  In  case  34,  cyst  had 
''opened  in  the  bowel."  In  33  "cyst  had 
opened  into  vagina."     Case  40  "  cyst  had  rup- 


tured into  the  rectum."  Case  41,  "  cyst  had 
ruptured  into  bladder."  Case  42,  no  trace  of 
foetus  found.  In  case  44,  the  operation  was 
performed  ^when  ' '  the  patient  was  in  articulo 
mortis.''  In  45,  "  the  cyst  communicated  with 
the  intestine,  and  had  become  resonant  on  per- 
cussion." In  50,  "  the  operation  vv^as  per- 
formed when  the  patient  was  in  articulo  mor- 
tis."     Case  61,  "  had  been  gored  by  an  ox." 

We  do  not,  of  course,  claim  that  the  opera- 
tion of  gastrotom}^  was  unjustifiable  in  these 
cases  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  probably  a  der- 
nier resort  in  most  of  them,  and  undertaken 
with  no  reasonable  hope  of  success.  Under 
the  circumstances,  however,  it  is  extremely 
unfair  to  introduce  them  as  evidence  against 
the  propriety  of  gastrotomy ;  thej  should  be 
eliminated  from  statistical  scales  in  which  the 
merits  of  the  operation  are  weighed  against 
any  other  method  of  treatment.  The  author 
has  evidently  fallen  into  an  error  here  ;  he  has 
also  ignored  the  manifest  mismanagement  of 
several  of  the  operations,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
not  inconsiderable  fact  that  when  ' '  left  to 
nature,"  all  the  children  necessarily  perish, 
whereas  judicious  surgical  interferance  may  be 
the  means  of  saving  many.  These,  and  other 
considerations,  lead  us  to  predict  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  most  enlightened  of  the  pro- 
fession will  dissent  from  the  views  advanced  in 
the  volume  before  us  in  regard  to  the  operation 
of  gastrotomy  as  a  curative  means  in  extra- 
uterine pregnancy. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Parry  cannot  fail,  however, 
to  leave  its  impress  on  the  profession  generally, 
reflecting  credit,  as  it  does,  upon  American 
talent  and  industry.  It  is  certainly  a  most  in- 
structive and  interesting  volume.         W.  C. 

A  System  of  Midwifery.  By  William  Leis'h- 
man,  M.  D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Midwifery 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  etc.  Second 
American,  from  the  second  and  revised  Eng- 
lish edition,  with  additions  by  John  S. 
Parry,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  'Henry  C. 
Lea,  publisher,  1875.  St.  Louis  Book  & 
News  Co. 

When  Professor  Leishman's  work  made  its 
appearance  for  the  first  time,  two  3^ears  ago, 
the  profession  in  this  country,  where  its  author 
was  comparativel}^  little  known,  were  some- 
what surprised  to  encounter  a  new  candidate 
for  obstetrical  honors  in  a  field  already  appar- 
ently fully  occupied  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
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lantic.     Although  not  without  several  defects, 
which  the  reviewer  then  pointed  out  in  a  some- 
what extended  notice,  his   predictions  for  its 
brilliant  success  have  been  full}'  realized  in  its 
read}'  sale,  and  by  the  speed}'  appearance  of  a 
second  edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  much 
improved.     The  second  edition,  now  before  us, 
has  been  reprinted  in  this   country  by  the  en- 
terprising house   of  Henry  C.  Lea,    of  Phila- 
delphia,   under   the  editorial   direction  of  the 
late  Dr.  John  S.  Parry,  of  the  same  city.     It 
is  somewhat   gratifying  to    notice  that   nearly 
every  objection   to   Dr.  Leishman's   work,  to 
which  we  called  attention   in  the  first  edition, 
has  been  removed  in  the  second,  either  by  the 
author  himself,  or  by  the  editor.     The  author 
has  made  many  alterations  in  the  physiological 
section  of  his   work,    and  has  rendered  it   all 
that  could  be  wished  in  a  scientific  and  practi- 
cal point  of  view.     The  chapters  on  puerperal 
fever  have  been  rewritten  and  extended,  so  as 
to  give  a    ' '  greater  prominence  to  septicsemic 
infection."     The  chief  editorial  notes  are  to  be 
found  in  the  chapters  on  the  Use  of  the  For- 
ceps, Lactation,  and  the  Puerperal  Diseases. 
A  chapter  on  Diphtheria  of  Puerperal  Wounds 
has  been  added,  also  a  few  new  illustrations. 
One  of  the  most  objectionable   features  in  the 
English  editions  of  this  work  has  been  the  ad- 
herence to  what,  in  this  country,  at  least,  has 
become  the  almost  obsolete  custom  of  placing 
the  woman  in  the  lateral  position,  and  in  the 
inexcusable   oversight   of   ignoring  American 
instruments.     The   editor's    additions  in   this 
respect  bring  the  work  fully  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  justice,  and  of  the  American  student. 
In  commenting  upon  the  former  edition,  the 
reviewer  called  attention   to  the   fact  that   no 
mention   was   made  of   the  old  operation    of 
gastro-elytrotomy  as  proposed  by  Ritgen,  of 
Germany,    and   endorsed  by  Baudelocque,   of 
France,  and  Physick,   of  Philadelphia,   which 
was   revived   and  prominently  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  T.  G.  Thomas, 
of  New  York,  in  1870,  about  which  time  Dr. 
T.  performed    the   operation   on   a   moribund 
woman  and  pronounced  in  favor  of  its  feasi- 
bility.    Strange  to  say,  the  author  still  fails  to 
speak   of  this   procedure.     This   defect,  how- 
ever, is  remedied  by  the  American  editor,  who 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Skene,  of 
Brooklyn,    has   since  operated   with   negative 
success,  and  adds:     "But  the  merits  of  this 


method  of  delivering   in  a   narrow  pelvis   are 
not  yet  determined."     It  should  be  remarked 
that,  since  this  editorial  note  was  written,  Dr. 
Skene,  by   his  brilliant   success    in   a   second 
operation,  wherein  he  saved  both  mother  and 
child,  has  placed  this  procedure  upon  a  recog- 
nized and  established  footing.      (Case  publish- 
ed in  the  Am.  Jour,  of  Obstetrics,  Feb.  1876.) 
In  his   chapter   on  Diseases  of  the   Foetus, 
Dr.  Leishman  reiterates   a  questionable  state- 
ment made  in  his  first  edition,  i.  e.,  that  cer- 
tain parasites,  such  as  ascarides  and  taenia, 
have  been  repeatedly  found  in  the  alimentary 
canal  of  the  unborn.     In  a   recent  article  on 
''^Abortion,  its  Cause  and  Treatment,"  the  re- 
viewer casually  mentioned  this  observation  of 
the  author.    Not  feeling  satisfied  on  this  point, 
however,  he  subsequently  addressed  a  letter  to 
Prof.  Leishman,   stating  his  doubts  as  to  the 
probability  of  such  an  occurrence  and  politely 
requesting  any  clinical  data  in  his  possession 
calculated  to  establish  the  fact.     Thus  far  no 
reply  has  been  received.     It  is  true  that  Wat- 
son and  others  mention  the  discovery  of  ento- 
zoa  in  the  foetal  intestines,  but,   so  far  as  we 
are  aware,  no  positive  proof  exists  of  the  fact. 
If  this  be  really  the  case,  it  is  a  most  inter- 
esting phenomenon,   and  at  variance  with  the 
views  of  students  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
entozoa.  since  these,  almost  without  exception, 
hold  to  the  doctrine  of  omne  vivum  ex  ovo,  and 
hence  question  the  possibility  of  spontaneous 
generation.     They  say  that  worms    can   only 
enter  the  bowels  of  the  foetus  accidentally,  by 
crawling  from  the  anus  of  the  mother  into  her 
vagina,   and  thus  entering  the  system  of  the 
child  in  cases  of  breach  presentation  after  rup- 
ture of  the  membranes. 

The  work  before  us  is  too  well  known,  and 
its  merits  too  thoroughly  recognized  to  require 
any  extended  notice  at  our  hands  ;  suffice  it  to 
say,  that  it  is  one  of.  the  best  treatises  on  mid- 
wifery extant.  Sufficiently  terse  to  suit  the 
requirements  of  a  text-book,  and  amply  cir- 
cumstantial, scientific  and  sound  to  fill  all  the 
needs  of  the  practitioner,  it  should  find  a  place 
in  every  medical  library  in  the  land. 

W.  C. 

Inhalation  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease  ; 
Its  Therapeutics  and  Practice.  A  Trea- 
tise on  the  Inhalation  of  Gases,  Vapors, 
Fumes,  Compound  and  Rarified  Air,  Nebu- 
lized   Fluids   and    Powders.     By   J.    Solis 
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Cohen,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Laryngoscopy 
and  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Chest,  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  etc.,  etc.  Second 
■edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  many 
new  illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Lindsa}^ 
&  Blakiston,  1-876.  Gray,  Baker  &  Co."^, 
St.  Louis. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  every  thoroughl}"  post- 
ed medical  man  to  be  conversant  with  the  the- 
orj'  and  practice  of  inhalation  in  disease,  as 
being  one  of  the  most  indispensable  methods 
of  treatment  in  a  large  class  of  maladies.  We 
would  advise  every  one,  therefore,  to  procure 
Dr.  Cohen's  valuable  work  on  this  subject  and 
give  it  an  attentive  perusal,  for  it  will  more 
than  repay,  in  practical  returns  to  the  reader, 
the  time  and  monej^  expended. 

Insanity  in  its  Medico-Legal  Relations. 
By  A.  C.  Cowperthwait,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia  :  J.  M.  Stoddart  &  Co.,  1876, 
80  pages.  St.  Louis,  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.  ; 
Book  &  News  Co. 

This  little  manual  will  be  of  service  to  the 
practitioner  whose  opportunities  for  the  study 
of  mental  disease  are  few,  and  is  calculated  to 
awaken  his  interest  in  the  important  subject 
which  is  merely  glanced  at  in  the  unpretentious 
treatise  before  us.  Of  course,  it  can  in  no 
way  take  the  place  of  Raja's  classical  work, 
and  can  serve  only  as  an  introduction  to  the 
subject.  There  are  some  errors  which  it  may 
be  well  to  indicate,  that  in  future  editions  they 
may  receive  proper  consideration. 

In  spaaking  of  the  Waltz  case  (page  59)  he 
says:  "In  the  minds  ol  the  most  obtuse, 
there  must  have  been  grave  doubts  as  to  his 
sanity,  to  say  the  least,  and  with  the  '  benefit 
of  a  doubt,'  always  accorded  a  prisoner,  it  is 
impossible  to  conceive  how  an  intelligent  being 
could  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  of  murder  in 
the  first  degree,  unless,  perhaps,  the  advice  of 
Dr.  Hammond  influenced  their  decision,  and 
Waltz  was  'slain  upon  the  same  principle  as 
we  slay  wild  and  ferocious  beasts ;'  at  all 
events,  the  New  York  Tribune  was  perfectly 
correct  in  its  opinion  so  boldly  ventured." 

A  doubt  as  to  a  man's  sanity  should  never 
influence  a  jury  in  the  same  way  that  a  reason- 
able doubt  of  a  prisoner's  guilt  should,  and 
must  effect  it.  Every  man  is  supposed  to  be 
sane,  until  his  insanity  is  absolutely  proven- 
The  idea  that  a  doubt  as  regards  his  perfect 
sanity  should  be  received  as  having  the  same 
weight  as  a  doubt  of  his  guilt,  would  discharge 


ever}^  criminal  who  is  now  in  confinement  and 
ever}^  murderer  would  go  unwhipped  of  justice. 
The  dicta  of  the  common  newspapers  (the 
New  York  Tribune,  for  example,)  are  not  re- 
ceived by  courts  of  law  nor  the  medical  profes- 
sion, as  so  conclusive  of  the  presence  or  absence 
of  mental  disease,  as  are  the  opinions  of  Gray, 
of  Utica,  and  Dr.  Ordrinaux. 

W.  B.  H. 

A  Manual  of  Bandaging  ;  adapted  for  self- 
instruction,  by  C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  A., 
M.  D.  ;  with  over  one  hundred  illustrations. 
Detroit :  Dail}^  Post  Book  Printing  Estab- 
lishment, 1876.  132  pages.  Gray,  Baker 
&  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  street,  St.  Louis. 

This  is  an  excellent  compend,  and  will  be 
found  of  great  value  by  the  student  and  3'oung 
practitioner.  The  illustrations,  although  not 
in  the  highest  style  of  art,  are  well  adapted  to 
the  purpose  intended.  The  ordinaj}^  text- 
books are  deficient  in  their  treatment  of  the 
very  practical  subject  of  bandaging,  and  the 
instruction  in  the  schools  is  usually  defective. 
Of  course,  there  are  many  exceptions  to  these 
rules,  but  every  one  knows  that  in  bandaging 
nothing  but  actual  practice  will  give  the  re- 
quired dexterit}^  for  their  proper  application. 
Hence,  the  necessit}^  for  a  self- instructor  upon 
this  subject,  and  a  really  good  one  is  here  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Leonard,  and  a  large  sale  will 
doubtless  testify  to  the  fact  that  this  hand- 
book meets  a  long-felt  want,  and  meets  it  sat- 
isfactorily. 

4,^^^ 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED, 


The  Student's  Guide  to  the  Practice  of 
Midwifery.  By  D.  Llo^^d  Roberts,  M.  D., 
M.  R.  C.  P.  ;  Late  Vice-President  of  the  Ob- 
stetrical Societ}"  of  London,  etc.,  etc.  Phila- 
delphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1876.  St. 
Louis  Book  &  News  Co. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Nerv- 
ous System.  By  Wm.  A.  Hammond,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous 
S^^stem  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York  ;  President 
of  the  New  York  Neurological  Society  ;  Mem- 
ber of  the  American  Philosophical  Societ}^ 
(Philadelphia) ,  of  the  Academ}^  of  the  Natu- 
ral Sciences  (Philadelphia)  ;  Fellow  of  the 
College  of  Ph^'sicians  of  Philadelphia  ;  Fellow 
of  the  American  Academ}^  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences (Boston)  ;  Corresponding  Member  of 
the  Anthropological  Institute  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  etc.,  etc.     With  one  hundred  and 
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nine  illustrations.  Sixth  edition,  rewritten, 
enlarged  and  improved.  883  pages.  New 
York  :  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549  &  551  Broad- 
way, 1870.  St.  Louis,  Gra}',  Baker  &  Co., 
407  North  Fourth  street. 

A  Treatise  on  Surgery,  its  Principles 
AND  Practice.  B}^  T.  Hohiies,  M.  D,,  Can- 
tabuiy.  Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 
With  four  hundred  and  eleven  illustrations, 
chieil}'  b}'  Dr.  Westmacott.  Philadelphia : 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1876.  Pages  XL,  360.  Gray, 
Baker  &  Co.,  407  North  Fonrth  street,  St. 
Louis. 

An  extended  review  of  this  important  work 

by  one  of  our  most  prominent  surgeon   is  un- 

avoidabl}^  deferred  until  our  next   number,   on 

account  of  lack  of  space. 


'harma«;fMtwHt  ^^partm^ttt. 


The  Botanical  Source  of  Damiana. — Mr. 

E.  M.  Holmes,  Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the 
British  Pharm.  Society,  having  lately  received 
samples  of  three  varieties  of  this  drug,  ob- 
tained from  San  Francisco,  through  Prof.  Bed- 
ford, of  New  York,  was  struck  with  their 
similarity  to  the  leaves  of  a  plant  which  had  a 
few  weeks  previously  been  handed  to  him  for 
examination  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanbur}'. 
On  comparison,  the  two  proved  to  be  identical 
in  taste  and  botanical  characters.  The  drug 
was  packed  in  an  oblong  chest,  of  which  the 
abel  was  lost.  The  package  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  late  lamented  Daniel  Hanbury. 
This  chest  is,  therefore,  probably  the  one 
alluded  to  (Pharm.  Jour.,  Dec.  1875,  p.  493) 
by  Mr.  A.  Mcintosh,  of  Rothesay,  as  having 
been  brought  over  from  South  California  by 
Capt.  Hugo  Muller,  of  Copenhagen.  The 
specimens  received  from  New  York  contained 
no  flowers  ;  in  the  chest  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Allen  and  Hanbury,  however,  some  flowering 
stems  were  met  with,  which  enabled  Mr. 
Holmes  to  conclude  that  the  plant  must  cer- 
tainl}'  belong  to  the  genus  Turnera,  of  the 
nat.  ord.  Turneraceae.  Neither  in  the  herba- 
rium of  the  British  Museum,  nor  in  that  at 
Kew,  is  there  a  specimen  exactly  correspond- 
ing to  the  San  Francisco  Damiana,  nor  does  it 
answer  exactly  to  any  of  the  species  described 
in  De  Candolle's  '■'•  Prodromus"  vol.  iii,  pages 
246-348.  The  species  which  it  most  nearl}^ 
approaches  in  appearance  is  Turnera  micro- 
piiylla.,  D.  C.  From  this  species  it  difl"ers  in 
the  branches  being  very  erect,  and  in  the  leaves 
being  downy  on  the  upper  surface,  those  of  T. 
microph3'lla  being  giabrQus  ;  the  bracts  also 
diff'er  in  shape,  and  the  plant  has  not  the  taste 
of  Damiana.  The  famil}^  of  Turneracese  does 
not  appear  to  have  yet  been  thoroughl}^  exam- 
ined, and  there  are  probably  many  species  as 


yet  unnamed,  of  which  this  kind  of  Damiana 
is  probably  one.  Messrs.  Allen  and  Hanbury's 
specimen  shows  that  the  plant  is  from  two  to 
three  feet  high,  much  branched,  the  stem  being 
woody  and  suflruticose,  and  the  branches  erect 
from  a  curved  base,  cylindrical,  wdth  a  smooth, 
reddish-brown  bark,  the  branches  all  being 
downy  towards  the  apex.  Since  the  leaves 
readily  fall  ofl",  the  dried  stems  bear  some  re- 
semblance to  broom-tops,  except  in  color. 
The  leaves  are  alternately  arranged  on  the 
stem,  and  are  haiiy  on  both  sides  ;  the  under 
surface  being  most  so.  The  root  is  nearly  half 
an  inch  in  diameter,  j^ello wish-white,  long  and 
tapering  and  unbranched,  the  bark  of  the  root 
being  remarkably  soft  and  spong3\ — Pharm. 
J.  and  Trans.,  Jan.  1876. 

♦-♦-♦ — ■ 

Medicated  Ice. — Mr.  Edward  Martin,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Lancet,  writes  as  follows  : 

' '  Every  practitioner  has  at  times  to  face  the 
difficulties  of  the  scarlatinal  throat  in  young 
children.  It  may  sadly  want  topical  medica- 
tion, but  how  is  he  to  apply  it?  Young 
children  cannot  gargle,  and  to  attempt 
the  brush  or  the  spra}^  often  fills  them  with 
terror.  lu  many  cases  neither  sternness  nor 
coaxing  avails.  Yet  these  little  ones,  in  al- 
most every  caee,  will  greedil}^  suck  bits  of  ice. 
This  has  long  been  my  chief  resource  where  I 
could  not  persuade  the  child  to  submit  to  the 
sulphurous-acid  spra}^  Lately  I  have  been 
tiying  an  ice  formed  of  a  frozen  solution  of  the 
acid  (or  some  other  antiseptic).  Though,  of 
course,  not  so  tasteless  as  pure  ice,  the  flavor 
is  so  much  lessened  by  the  low  temperature  ^ 
and  probabl}^,  also,  through  the  parched  tongue 
very  little  appreciating  any  flavor  whatever, 
that  I  find  scarcely  an}^  complaint  on  that 
score  from  the  little  sufferers  ;  they  generally 
take  to  it  ver^^  readily.  The  process  of  mak- 
ing it  is  very  simple  :  a  large  test-tube,  im- 
mersed in  a  mixture  of  pounded  ice  and  salt, 
is  the  only  apparatus  required,  and  a  moment- 
ary dip  of  the  tube  in  hot  water  enables  one  to 
turn  out  the  cylinder  of  ice  as  the  cook  turns 
out  her  mould  of  jelly.  I  have  tried  the  three 
following  formulae,  all  of  which  answei',  though 
I  think  I  prefer  the  first : 

1.  Sulphurous  acid,  half  a  drachm;  water, 
seven  drachms  and  a  half:  mix  and  freeze. 

2.  Chlorate  of  potassium,  one  scruple ; 
water,  one  ounce  :  dissolve  and  freeze. 

3.  Solution  of  chlorinated  soda,  half  a 
drachm;  water,  one  ounce  :  mix  and  freeze. 

However,  the  form  is  of  secondary  iihport- 

ance,  as   each   practitioner  can   construct   his 

own.     Boracic    acid,    salic3dic   acid,    or   an}^ 

other  harmless  antiseptic   with  not   too    much 

taste,  would,  doubtless,  be  as  useful   as  those 

indicated. 

» 4  » . 

Nevt  Source  of  Tannin. — A  plant  which 
grows  luxuriously   in    the   West — the  Polygo- 
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num  Amphibium  L. — has  been  discovered  to 
contain  a  very  large  amount  of  tannin.  Sam- 
ples of  the  plant  anal3'sed  by  Prof.  Aughey, 
of  the  University  of  Nebraska,  show  that  it 
contains  of  tannin  in  the  roots  21.75  per  cent., 
and  in  the  stems  17.10  per  cent. 

Sumac  3i elds  about  16  per  cent,,  and  oak- 
bark  from  8  to  12  per  cent.  It  is  believed 
that  the  plant  may  be  of  great  commercial 
importance  to  the  West.  It  can  easily  be 
grown  from  the  seeds,  and  yields  from  three  to 
six  tons  per  acre.  It  is  said  to  be  capable  of 
producing  all  kinds  of  leather.  If  the  reports 
in  regard  to  the  plant  are  reliable,  it  will  prove 
one  of  the  most  important  discoveries  of  the 
decade. — New  Remedies. 


»  ♦  » 


A  Substitute  eor  Milk. — The  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy  says  the  best  substitute 
for  mother's  milk,  according  to  Beno  Martiny, 
is  the  yolk  of  hen's  egg,  which  weighs,  on  an 
average,  fifteen  grammes,  and  when  mixed 
with  57.1  grammes  of  water  of  about  100°, 
and  five  grammes  of  milk-sugar,  has  nearly  the 
same  composition  as  the  milk  in  the  first  period 
of  lactation.  Subsequently,  the  fat  and  pro- 
tein decrease,  and  to  one  yolk  ma}^  be  added 
one  hundred  grammes  of  water  and  six  gram- 
mes of  milk-suofar. 


pi$(4laj«0usi  §iot^si. 


In  German 3'  it  appears  that  etherized  vapor 
is  used  to  tame  vicious  horses  during  the  ope- 
ration of  shoeing,  and  with  favorable  results. 
— Druggists'  Journal. 

Death  from  Chloroform* — The  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette  reports  the  death  of  a  man, 
aged  twent3'-two  3-ears,  in  the  Stephen's  Hos- 
pital, Dublin,  from  the  administration  of  chlo- 
roform. Circumcision  had  been  performed, 
and  the  patient  had  recovered  consciousness, 
when  sudden  syncope  and  death  occurred. — 
N.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 

Too  MUCH  Centennial  has  run  Philadelphia 
medicine  somewhat  mad.  The  following  shows 
how  in  the  Cit3'  of  Independence  even  S3^philis 
ma3-  have  a  halo  of  patriotism  thrown  around 
it.  Says  Profeosor  Wood,  in  an  excellent  lec- 
ture upon  cerebral  sj'philis,  which  w^e  propose 
to  reprint  in  a  future  number  :  "  It  is  remark- 
able how  much  serious  organic  destruction  as- 
sisted nature  will  often  restore.  Headaches 
the  most  violent  and  persistent  will  fade  awa3^, 
parah'sis  complete  and  extensive  will  disap- 
pear, mental  failures  and  aberrations  of  the 
most  marked  t3'pe  will  3'ield,  and  the  wreck  of 
a  man  be  restored  to  the  full  glories  of  Ameri- 
can citizenship  !  " — Medical  News. 


Dr.  Kingsley  informs  us  of  a  simple  and  eas3' 
method  of  dressing  scalp  wounds  when  stitch- 
ing is,  for  any  reason,  objectionable.  His 
plan  is  to  approximate  the  parts  b3^  t3ing  the 
hair  in  one  or  more  places  across  the  wound 
in  a  single  knot,  and  dropping  a  little  melted 
sealing-wax  on  each  knot  while  the  parts  are 
held  together.  The  wax  holds  the  hair  perma- 
nently in  place,  which  no  ordinar3^  method  of 
t3ing  will  do,  keeps  the  parts  perfectl3'  ap- 
proximated, avoids  the  necessit3^  and  pain  of 
sewing,  readil3^  admits  of  examination,  and 
permits  the  application  of  almost  an3^  kind  of 
dressing. 

Administration  of  Nitrite  of  Amyl. — Mr. 
Lenox  Browne  recommends  that,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  nitrite  of  am3d,  it  could  be 
more  easily  and  safel3'  emplo3-ed  if  it  be  pre- 
viousl3^  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  recti- 
fied spirit.  Five  measured  minims  of  this 
mixture  ma3^  then  be  safel3'^  given,  which  can 
not  be  done  if  a  less  quantit3^  be  dropped  from 
the  bottle.  The  best  method  of  inhaling  is 
from  a  cone  of  blotting-paper,  made  from  a 
foolscap  sheet  twice  folded — that  is,  four  thick- 
nesses of  paper  made  into  a  cone.  The  effect 
of  nitrite  of  am3'l,  as  of  aldeh3^de,  ether,  or 
chloroform,  is  much  more  powerful  if  added  to 
hot  water  and  inhaled  with  steam.  He  has 
known  cases  in  which  the  inhalation  of  the 
vapor  of  five  drops  of  chloroform  in  a  pint  of 
water  at  120  or  130  deg.  F.  has  been  followed 
b3'  the  most  unpleasant  and  even  alarming 
S3*mptoms. — British  Medical  Journal. — 'New 
Remedies. 

Bonwill's  Metaod  of  Inducing  Anesthe- 
sia.— At  an  introductoiy  lecture  delivered  b3^ 
Prof.  Addinell  Hewson,  at  the  Penns3dvania 
Hospital,  and  reported  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Times,  of  March  4th,  by  Dr.  T.  H. 
Bradford,  a  description  was  given,  with  illus- 
trations, of  Dr.  W.  G.  A.  Bonwill's  method  of 
diminishing  or  alla3'ing  sensibility  by  rapid 
respirations.  We  quote  the  following  portions 
of  the  article : 

"You  have,  all  of  3^0 u,  I  have  no  doubt, 
experienced  the  effects  of  rapid  and  deep  res- 
pirations after  violent  running,  or  of  blowing 
hard  to  ignite  a  fire— especiall3'  the  confusion 
of  sight  and  bewilderment  of  mind.  These 
Dr.  Bonwill  recognized  many  3'ears  ago,  asso- 
ciated with  numbness  of  sentient  nerves,  as 
dependent  on  the  rapidit3^  of  the  respirations. 
Pursuing  the  subject,  he  has  brought  it  to 
practical  use  in  his  profession — that  of  dentis- 
try— in  which  he  uses  it  constantl3^  to  diminish 
the  sensitiveness  of  dentine,  and  even  to  pro- 
duce such  insensibilit3^  as  to  allow  of  the  ex- 
traction of  a  molar  tooth  without  pain.  Of  the 
latter  I  have  had  a  demonstration  in  my  own 
family,  which  has  led  me  to  the  study  of  the 
subject  m3''self,  and  th^s  with  the  most  gratif3^- 
ing    results.     I    have    used    it    in    stitching 
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wounds,  in  handling  over-sensitive  parts,  and 
in  probings  and  the  like." 

The  method  was  tried  upon  two  bo3'S,  who, 
on  account  of  emotional  excitement,  failed  to 
carrv  out  the  instructions  in  regard  to  breath- 
ing ;  and  the  writer  of  the  report  then  volun- 
teered to  tr}^  the  process  before  the  class. 

"  It  was  his  first  attempt,  and  was  made 
sitting  erect,  with  his  right  hand  resting  upon 
a  table.  Breathing  rapidl}^  (for  about  three 
minutes)  was  attended  first  with  a  tingling 
sensation  of  the  surface,  especiall}^  of  the 
fingers,  and  a  feeling  as  though  the  surface  was 
all  swelling.  Then  there  followed  a  dizziness 
or  confusion  in  the  head,  with  consciousness 
well  preserved,  but  with  a  feeling  of  inabilit}'^ 
to  resist  or  act  in  an  indepeildent  way.  He 
remembered  well  being  frequently  asked  by  the 
doctor  if  he  was  hurting  him,  but  had  no  recol- 
lection afterwards  of  the  pin  sticking  him, 
much  less  of  its  having  been  firmty  imbedded 
in  his  flesh,  as  he  found  it  when  he  had  ceased 
the  rapid  respirations  and  the  anaesthetic  effect 
had  passed  off." 

''  Some  cases  of  interest,  as  showing  import- 
ant points  in  diagnosis,  were  after  this  brought 
before  the  class,  and  the  rest  of  the  hour  was 
occupied  in  their  discussion.  After  dismissing 
the  class,  Dr.  Hewson  went  with  the  writer  to 
the  receiving  ward,  where  they  found  waiting, 
a  boy  who  had  fallen  upon  the  ice  an  hour  pre- 
viousl}^  and  had  sustained  a  severe  injury  to  his 
left  wrist.  He  was  evidently  suffering,  and  in 
great  dread  of  being  hurt,  and  the  doctor  di- 
rected him  at  once  to  try  the  rapid  respirations. 
This,  in  two  minutes  and  a  half  b}^  the  watch, 
showed  some  dizziness  in  the  boy's  head,  when 
the  doctor  picked  up  the  limb  and  moved  it 
about  with  the  utmost  freedom,  diagnosing  a 
bad  sprain  of  the  Avrist,  and  the  absence  of 
fracture.  When  the  bo}^  was  recovering,  he 
took  to  crying,  on  account,  he  said,  of  the  diz- 
ziness and  confusion  he  had  experienced. 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  satisfactor}^ 
than  this  case  in  its  results.  He  said  posi- 
tively he  was  not  suffering  any  pain,  the  limb 
having  been  put  in  the  easiest  position  possi- 
ble."— New  Remedies. 


^i 


Board  of  Health. — Drs.  Pim  and  Bond 
having  resigned.  Mayor  Overstolz  has  appoint- 
ed Drs.  W.  M.  McPheeters  and  J.  Spiegel- 
halter  to  the  positions  of  medical  members 
thus  made  vacant.  Frequent  changes  in  the 
personel  of  the  Board  are  to  be  deprecated. 
Still,  we  regard  -^the  selection  thus  made  as 
being  very  satisfactor3\ 

Mr.  Madden,  has  also  retired  from  the 
Board,  and  Mr.  Francis  has  been  appointed, 
from  the  City  Council,  in  his  stead. 


Drs.  McPheeters  and  Spiegelhalter  are  too 
well  known  to  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  to  re- 
quire an}^  commendation  at  our  hands.  They 
have  both  held  public  positions  of  responsi- 
bility in  times  past,  and  have  discharged  their 
duties  well  and  faithfull}'-.  Our  medical  chari- 
ties will,  doubtless,  continue  to  be  conducted 
in  a  manner  at  once  satisfactory  to  enlightened 
philanthropists  and  economical  tax-pajers. 

With  the  approaching  enlargement  of  the 
city  limits  and  the  consequent  extension  of  the 
field  of  operations  of  the  Board  of  Health,  or 
of  some  analogous  executive  body,  the  powers 
and  responsibility  of  the  board  will  be  in- 
creased, and,  consequently,  great  caution  and 
circumspection  are  necessary  in  the  selection 
of  the  members  composing  this  important 
body.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  gentlemen 
who  have  resigned,  as  well  as  those  who  have 
been  selected  to  fill  their"^" places,  would  have 
been  acceptable  to  the  people. 

It  is  eminently  desirable  that  the  positions 
so  nearl}^  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  people  as 
do  those  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  sub- 
ordinate medical  posts,  should  be  removed 
entirely  from  the  influence  of  partisan  politics. 
How  this  ought  to  be  accomplished  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  indicate,  yet,  we  are  satisfied  that 
some  mode  might  be  devised  which  would  re- 
move our  charities  from  such  pernicious  influ- 
ences, and  thus  insure  far  greater  econoni}^  and 
efficiency  in  their  management. 

Our  Chronic  Insane. — Our  Count}'  Insane 
Asjdum  fs  continuall}^  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  and  an  occasional  overflow  takes 
place  in  the  direction  of  the  Count}'  Poor 
House.  The  folly  of  crowding  together  so 
many  chronic  lunatics  (between  four  and  five 
hundred  in  number)  has  been  forced  upon  the 
attention  of  our  people  for  some  time.  What 
is  needed  is  a  State  asylum  for  the  chronic  in- 
sane, where  they  could  be  piaced  under  the 
care  and  management  of  a  competent  medical 
superintendent,  and,  with  plent}'  of  farming 
land  at  hand  for  their  useful  employment,  they 
might  be  well  fed,  well  clothed,  and  well  cared 
for,  and  at  the  same  time,  be  kept  at  a  mini- 
mum expense  to  the  tax-payers. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  there 
was  an  attempt  made  to  establish  such  an  asy- 
lum near  Lexington,  but  the  attempt  failed 
throuo'h  some  of  the  diss-raceful  "  lobbvino- '^ 
which  marked  that  body  of  (so-called)  law- 
givers. It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  next  winter, 
sume  reasonable  action  ma}'  be  taken  in  this 
direction,  and  that  our  present  asylums  may 
thus  be  relieved  of  the  dead  weight  of  an  in- 
curable population,  outnumbering,  ten  to  one, 
the  curable  cases,  and  thus  be  placed  in  their 
proper  position  as  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and 
thus  return  something  in  the  way  of  good  re- 
sults, for  the  enormous  cost  of  their  construe-- 
tion  and  maintenance.  AV.  B.  H.. 
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THE  RELATION  OF  "  FERMENTA- 
TION'' TO  THE  PROCESSES  DI- 
RECTLY SUBSERVIENT  TO  ANI- 
MAL ACTIVITY. 


BY  W.  HUTSON  FORD,  M.  D.,   OF  ST.  LOUIS. 


Deliyered  before  the  Class  in  Physiology,  of  the  Charity 
Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  Orleans. 


{Continued  from  April  Number.) 
Chemistry  teaches  that  the  nitrogenous 
colloids  include  the  carbonous  ;  sugar,  gum, 
starch,  lignin,  etc.,  are  potentially  present 
in  the  proteinoids,  and  are  continually 
formed  out  of  them  in  both  kingdoms  of 
Nature.  Every  one  of  these  colloids  is 
charged  with  the  force  which  it  ultimately 
parts  with — whence  derived,  you  know — as 
it  falls  into  the  crj^stalloidal  state.  The  heat 
of  fermentation  is  due  to  this  reconstitution 
— to  this  tumbling  of  atoms — not  to  oxida- 
tion^ for  it  is  observed  in  vessels  which  de- 
liver their  gaseous  products  under  mercury  ; 
and  in  common  putrefaction,  oxygen  is  not 
admitted  to  the  interior  of  the  putrefying 
mass,  yet  every  putrefying  mass  attains  a 
more  or  less  elevated  temperature.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  polar  excitement,  like- 
wise, observable  in  all  acts  of  fermentation. 
Now,  we  have  all  this,  and  indeed,  lit- 
tle more  than  this,  basially,  as  character- 
istic conditions  of  life  in  the  animal  and 
vegetable  bod}^  The  sole  observable  dif- 
ference is  the  rate  at  which  the  forces  are 
evolved.  In  a  ton  of  fermenting  material 
they  are  conspicuous  enough,  but  not  so 
distinctly  in  a  mass  of  putrescent  flesh. 

Compare  only,  for  a  moment,  the  activity 
of  the  two  modes  of  resolution,  viz  :  reso- 
lution with  concurrent  adequate  oxygenation, 
and  that  in  which  oxygen  is  deficient.     A 


pound  of  flesh,  if  left  to  decompose  by 
itself,  even  at  the  temperature  of  the  human 
body,  with  its  veins  and  arteries,  its  integu- 
ment and  fascial  surfaces  collapsed,  and 
oxygen  thus  everywhere  shut  out  save  by 
the  slow  and  utterly  inadequate  route  of 
endosmotic  imbibition,  will  not  entirely 
disappear  by  putrefaction  for  many  weeks  ; 
will  not  be  thoroughly  resolved  into  its 
accustomed  foul-smelling  crystalloids  ;  while 
a  similar  pound  of  flesh,  eaten  by  a  man,  is 
completely  transformed  within  twenty-four 
hours,  or  even  sooner,  into  crystalloids 
wholly  recoverable  from  the  excretions, 
provided  the  individual  gains  no  weight. 
The  resolution  of  the  colloidal  mass  is  ac- 
complished, perhaps,  fifty  or  a  hundred 
times  as  rapidly,  according  to  the  very 
highest  exactions  of  chemistry,  and  as  we 
might  therefore  anticipate,  with  an  enorm- 
ously greater  intensification  of  heat  and 
other  modes  of  force,  in  one  case  than  in 
the  other. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  addition  of 
ox^^gen  to  the  molecule  constitutes  a  new 
source  of  heat,  but  the  same  might  have 
been  said  when  the  carbon,  hydrogen  or 
nitrogen  was  incorporated  with  the  com- 
pound molecule.  The  decomposition,  by 
sepsis,  of  a  pound  of  flesh  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  expected  to  liberate  absolutely  as 
much  force  as  the  intra-systemic  resolution 
of  the  same  weight  of  material  with  ade- 
quate oxygenation. 

But  what  concerns  us  more  particularly 
in  this  connection,  is  the  fact  that  force  is 
liberated  in  both  cases,  although,  in  one,  far 
less  observable,  because  so  much  less  rap- 
idly evolved,  than  in  the  other. 

In  view  of  such  considerations,  I  feel 
bound  to  admit  the  fundamental  identity  of 
the  two  processes  of  disintegration.  Both 
alike  are  accomplished  under  similar  condi- 
tion of  temperature,  and  previous  "fermen- 
tative disposition."  In  no  way  is  the  simi- 
larity of  these  processes  more  clearly  shown 
than  in  the  power  some  animals  possess  to 
a  very  marked  degree,  and  all,  including 
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man,  to  some  extent,  of  ingesting  and  as- 
similating decidedl}^  putrescent  organic 
matter.  Such  food  may  not  yield  to  the 
economy-  as  much  force  as  it  would  have 
done  when  fresh,  but  that  it  is  capable  of 
maintaining  high  grades  of  animal  activity 
is  evident  from  the  obvious  powers  of  flight 
and  endurance  manifested  by  scavenger 
animals  of  the  land  and  water,  which  live 
mostl}'  upon  this  kind  of  matter.  Here  we 
observe  that  the  putrefactive  process,  some- 
times far  advanced,  is  arrested,  apparentl}^, 
and  supplanted,  as  might  be  said,  by  that 
of  ph3^siological  dialysis ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  equally  determine  that  flesh, 
as  constituting  the  organs  of  living  animals, 
and,  therefore,  undergoing  physiological 
dialysis,  as  soon  as  disorganized  by  the 
severance  of  the  vascular  and  nervous  con- 
nections, immediately  enters  into  common 
putrefaction,  to  be,  in  this  state,  perhaps, 
consumed  by  a  scavenger  animal,  and, 
thereupon,  once  more  to  resume  its  train  of 
phj'siological  decomposition  !  Can  modes 
of  action  capable  of  such  absolutely  recip- 
rocal substitution  be  fundamentally  differ- 
ent from  each  other  ? 

The  etymology  of  the  word  '  'fermentation" 
is  interesting  in  this  connection,  inasmuch 
as  it  points  to  a  popular  appreciation  of  the 
fact  that  a  fermentation  is  not  necessaril}^  a 
combustion,  though  it  may  terminate  in  one. 
It  is  derived  from  the  word  ^'  fervesco,'*  ''  I 
grow  warm ;"  the  words  fervid,  fervor, 
and,  probably,  fever,  being  from  the  same 
root.  We  speak  daily  of  infervescence, 
and  defervescence  of  fevers,  to  denote  the 
rise  and  declension  of  febrile  temperature. 
A  ^'fermentation"  is,  therefore,  a  process 
in  which  heat  is  generated  accumulated  and 
maintained  without  the  necessary  occur- 
rence of  phenomena  of  true  combustion, 
rapid  or  slow.  This  extrication  of  heat  is 
so  characteristic  of  fermentation  that,  in 
-common  life,  it  has  always  been  regarded  as 
significant  of  intestine  changes.  We  now 
know  positively,  that  it  depends  upon  cur- 
reut  modifications  of  chemical  constitution 


in  the  fermenting  mass,  of  a  disintegrative- 
nature.  The  heat  and  polarity  manifested,, 
we  recognize  as  the  same  forces  which,  be- 
fore their  liberation,  effectively  maintained 
the  complexity  of  the  original  colloidal 
molecules,  balancing  the  atoms  against  each 
other  in  the  insecure  poise  of  an  unstable 
equilibrium. 

In  what  light,  you  will  here  ask,  are  we 
to  regard  the  various  decompositive  pro- 
cesses accomplished  in  organic  matter,  now 
dead,  now  living,  with  regard  to  sequence,, 
and  what  are  their  true  relations  to  each 
other,  admitting  them  to  be  fundamentall;^ 
the  same?  In  answer,  let  me  invite  your 
attention  for  a  moment  to  relationships  ex- 
isting between  the  two  great  organic  king- 
doms. 

No  one,  probably,  has  done  as  much  as 
Claude  Bernard  to  develop  the  grand  idea 
of  the  functional  unity  of  animal  and  vege- 
table life.  He  has  detailed  for  us  a  long 
list  of  similar  actions. 

Beneath  the  most  judicious  and  enlight- 
ened enumeration,  however,  ()f  similarities 
traceable  between  the  kingdoms  of  Nature,, 
lies  the  undeniable  fact  that  diametrically 
opposite  modes  of  action  are  characteristic 
of  each.  But,  my  friends,  the  nature  of 
this  opposition  is  not  one  of  contrast,  but 
of  complementalit3\  In  this  idea  of  com- 
plementality,  we  find  the  grand,  harmoniz-^ 
ing  thought.  We  must  look  upon  all  that 
lives  as  a  single  organism — vertebrates,  ar- 
ticulates, radiata,  mollusca,  phanerogams^ 
cryptogams,  protista,  all,  as  organs  and 
systems  of  organs  in  a  vast  and  complex 
vege to- animal  organism.  Every  class,  or- 
der, genus  and  species,  every  individual,, 
indeed,  fulfils  a  special  function.  Each 
withdraws  somewhat  from  the  common  cir- 
culatory food-bearing  fluid — atmosphere  or 
ocean — the  blood  of  this  vast  creature,, 
which  eddies  through  the  innermost  recesses 
of  its  tissues  ;  each  adds  something  thereto 
for  the  nutrition  of  its  counterpart,  at  the 
ends  of  the  earth  or  on  antipodal  shores. 
The  plant  exhales  oxygen,    because,  as  an 
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organ  of  this  vast  organic  mechanism,  such 
is  its  functional  province.  You  and  I,  and 
all  anim'als,  are  but  specialized  organs  of 
this  world  creature^  inhaling  this  oxygen, 
and  exhaling  the  gaseous  nutriment  of 
plants.  As  in  the  human  body,  the  integ- 
rity of  each  part  depends  upon  the  func- 
tional perfection  of  every  other  ;  so  it  is  in 
the  vast  economy  whose  organs  are  every- 
where spread  out,  and  whose  giant  limbs 
grasp  the  entire  earth.  All  is  interdepend- 
ence, complementalit}^,  but  not  antagonism 
of  function. 

To  repeat  what  I  have  briefly  said,  the 
plant  does  not  move,  but  grows  ;  the  ani- 
mal moves  best  when  it  grows  no  more. 
The  plant  principall}^,  but  not  exclusive^, 
composes;  the  animal  chiefly  decomposes. 
Plant  substance  is  the  sole  food  of  animals  ; 
the  elements  of  the  animal  textures,  the 
chief  food  of  plants.  The  chemistry  of 
plants  is  essentially  deoxygenating ;  that  of 
animals,  characteristicalh^,  oxygenating. 
To  give  3'ou,  in  passing,  for  time  altogether 
forbids  anything  like  illustrative  amplifica- 
tion of  this  topic,  what  seems  to  me  a  very 
instructive  and  interesting  example  of  this 
complementalit}^,  I  will  trace  for  you  some 
considerations  not  hitherto  observed  in  this 
connection,  to  my  knowledge. 

The  chemistry  of  the  plant  is  essentially 
deoxygenating,  as  I  have  just  remarked, 
for  water,  nitric  acid  and  carbonic  acid  are 
deoxidized  in  the  leaf  by  the  action  of  a 
certain  matter  containing  nitrogen  and  iron, 
known  as  "  chlorophyll."  On  the  other 
hand,  the  familiar  oxygenation  of  animal 
bodies  are  presided  over  by  a  substance 
termed  hoematin,  likewise  containing  nitro- 
gen and  iron.  Now,  that  the  correlation 
of  this  plant  deoxidation,  with  animal 
oxygenation  is  not  of  an  antagonistic, 
nature,  but  essentially  of  a  complemen- 
tal  one,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  hsematin 
and  chlorophyll  are  both  similar  in 
chemical  constitution,  and  complemental, 
also,  in  optical  properties,  as  they  indis- 
putably are  in  those  polar  properties  which 


enable  them  to  act  upon  oxygen  in  opposite 
ways  ;  for  while  chloroph}^!!  is  of  a  brilliant 
green,  enlivening  the  face  of  nature  with  its 
cheerful  hue,  wherever  vegetable  life  exists^ 
hsematin,  the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood, 
is    of    a    splendid    scarlet,    which    shines 
through  the   transparent   integuments,  and 
tinges  the  uncovered  parts  of  animals  with 
characteristic  and  exquisite  coloring.    Now, 
in   optics,    you   will   find    that   green    and 
scarlet  are  strictly  complementary  colors  ; 
mixed,    or   simultaneously   projected   on  a 
screen,  they  make  white  light.     They  are 
the  counterparts  of  each  other — these  col- 
ors, worn   respectively   by   nature's   living 
embodiments   on   the   earth — badges  of  a 
mystical  and   eternal  wooing.     And  I  will 
also  tell  3^ou,  that  in   the  substance  of  the 
crj^ptogams,    from  which,  there    are   some 
reasons  to  believe,  both  animals  and  vege- 
tables were  differentiately  developed,  a  com- 
pound is  found  analogous   to  haematin  and 
to  chlorophyll,  not  colored,   but  white.     If 
we  admit  that  the  cryptogam,  most  ancient 
of  organisms,  represents  the  common  stock 
of  both  animals  and  plants,  then,  this  white- 
matter  would  seem  to  have  been  developed 
on  either  side  into  the  characteristic  color- 
ing material  of  plants  and  animals  respec- 
tively. 

All  living  creatures,  therefore,  are  to  be 
regarded  as  correlated  organs  of  a  vast  and 
composite  organism,  in  which  composition 
unceasingly  erects  new  structures  destined 
to  be  thrown  down  as  they  arise.  The 
compositive  acts  culminate  within  the  ani- 
mal body  ;  oxygenation  is  the  last  of  these. 
Matters  yielded  by  the  decay  of  rocks,  and 
by  the  flash  of  thunderbolts  through  the 
sky,  are  drunk  in  by  the  rootlets  of  the 
plant,  and  built  up  into  nitrogenous  and 
carbonous  colloids.  These,  the  proper  food 
of  animals,  are  ingested,  and,  molecule  by 
molecule,  deposited  in  the  vacant  niches  of 
the  tissues.  Here,  they  are  joined,  after  a 
time  J  to  the  oxygen  previously  separated 
from  them.  Soon,  disturbing  force  of  some 
kind  acts  upon  them,  a   touch,  a  blow,  a 
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sound,  a  thought — a  will-mandate — and 
the  structure  becomes  a  mass  of  inorganic 
matter,  a  heap  of  ashes,  if  you  will,  like 
the  sorceress  of  the  tale  stricken  by  magic 
fire  ;  the  molecule  is  dashed  into  pieces,  but 
its  elements  take  up  again  their  everlasting 
round. 

Now,  I  wish  yon  to  observe  that  at 
each  step  of  the  upward  progress  of  the 
organic  molecule,  both  in  plants  and 
animals,  under  the  conduct  of  what,  it 
is  convenient  to  term  the  taxial  power, 
the  forces  governing  the  affinities  of  the 
atoms  become  more  and  more  strained, 
for  these  atoms  are  compelled  to  associate 
themselves  in  modes  of  juxtaposition  which 
violate  their  simplest  and  most  natural  ten- 
dencies. Hence,  a  gradually  augmenting 
instability,  a  most  evident  use  of  molecular 
tension,  disposing  the  molecule  toward  de- 
composition, such  as  we  observe  in  chemi- 
cal compounds  capable  of  reacting  upon,  or 
of  decomposing  each  other.  After  a  varia- 
ble period,  mixtures  of  this  kind  grow 
warm,  and  suddenly  decompose  or  explode. 
In  these  cases  chemistr}^  recognizes  a  steady 
development,  from  the  first,  of  a  disposi- 
tion toward  decomposition ;  of  a  "  decom- 
positive  tension"  among  the  molecules, 
especially  controlled  by  temperature. 

So  likewise,  in  the  sap,  the  leaf,  the  bud, 
the  flower,  the  seed,  the  blood  and  the  ani- 
mal tissues,  successively,  we  can  trace  the 
gradual  rise  of  decompositive  tension,  of 
facility  of  change ;  the  molecule  becoming 
more  and  more  easily  impressed  and  prone 
to  disruption,  the  farther  it  departs  by  de- 
velopment from  inorganic  matter.  This 
steady  maturation,  is  accomplished  contem- 
poraneously with  the  final  act  of  composi- 
tion by  which  oxygen  is  supplied.  But 
although  the  phenomenon  of  molecular  dis- 
ruption normally  qualifies  only  the  highest 
intensification  of  this  tension,  so  that  com- 
plete oxygenation  is  efi'ected  previously  to 
disruption,  this  is  not  necessarily  alwaj^s 
observed.  For,  if  oxygen  be  not  supplied, 
the  maturative  march  will  not  be  for  this 


reason  prevented,  and  decomposition  will, 
none  the  less,  occur.  So,  also,  if  by  exalta- 
tion of  heat,  or  contact  with  matter  of  su- 
perior tension,  (ferment),  the  process  of 
maturation  be  stimulated,  decomposition 
will  also  take  place,  as  in  fatty  degenera- 
tion, or  in  systems  or  parts  unduly  supplied 
with  oxygen,  or  laboring  under  the  decom- 
positive excitement  wrought  by  the  infec- 
tious matters  of  fever  or  of  gangrene.  The 
molecule  must,  therefore,  be  mature,  not  in 
a  compositive,  but  in  a  polar  sense,  before 
it  can  be  decomposed  or  enter  into  spon- 
taneous disruption.  This  maturation,  is 
entirely  independent  of  the  access  of  oxy- 
gen, provided  ox3'gen  have  been  originally 
present,  although  there  are  cogent  reasons 
for  aflftrming  that  the  presence  of  oxygen 
stimulates  the  maturative  process  ;  indeed, 
it  is  possible  that  the  known  magneticity  of 
oxygen  as  present  in  the  blood,  induces  a 
development  of  diamagnetic  tension  among 
the  organic  particles,  such  a  "  diamagnetic 
tension,"  underlying  the  development  of 
that  recognizable  chemical  or  decompositive 
tension  which  we  are  compelled  to  invoke  as 
normally  culminating  in  absorption  of  oxy- 
gen and  a  special  molecular  reconstitution 
of  the  molecule. 

"Fermentation,"  therefore,  "sepsis,'* 
consists  in  disruption  of  an  organic  mole- 
cule before  the  influences  of  ' '  composition" 
have  elevated  it  to  the  highest  rank  it  is 
capable  of  attaining  in  chemical  and  mor- 
phological complexity,  and  is  induced,  by  an 
accumulation  of  "decompositive  tension" 
amid  its  atoms,  under  the  influence  of  heat 
and  contiguous  ox3^gen  (this  being  indis- 
pensable only  at  the  inception  of  the  pro- 
cess) to  a  point  at  which  the  apparently 
mismatched,  and,  consequently,  feeble  af- 
finities of  the  complex  molecule  are  over- 
borne. Intra-systemic  disruption,  or 
"  retrograde  metamorphosis,"  at  least  that 
variety  of  the  process  which  administers  to 
nervous  and  muscular  activity,  thus  assumes 
the  t-ank  of  the  prime,  paramount,  and  cos- 
mically  perfect  mode  of  organic  dissolution  ; 
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and  septic  processes — "fermentation"  of 
every  kind,  becomes  its  mere  episode,  and 
an  abortive  imitation  of  it. 

These  are  neither  figurative  and  hypo- 
thetical expressions,  nor  altogether  indi- 
vidual views.  The  scientific  mind  is  now 
distinctly  settling  towards  a  recognition  of 
the  unity  of  all  modes  of  organic  dissolu- 
tion. Even  M.  Pasteur  is  constrained  to 
admit  a  ''^fermentation  universelle"  and 
that  the  term  ' '  life  "  or  "  vitality  "  must  be 
held  to  signify  the  constant  activity  of 
processes  of  a  common  fermentative  na- 
ture. 

The  development  of  the  decompositive 
tension  which  culminates  in  fermentation, 
is  the  same  which  would  have  urged  the 
colloid  through  the  steps  of  organic 
zymosis  had  the  topical  connections,  i. 
e.,  the  organization,  of  the  very  molecule 
observed  in  the  septic  state,  remained 
undisturbed,  and  the  progress  of  its  com- 
positive maturation,  uninterrupted,  dur- 
ing its  march  through  the  vegetable  and 
animal  organisms. 

And  conversely,  therefore,  as  our  prime 
conclusion,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the 
series  of  metamorphotic  acts  comprising  the 
final  stages  of  the  maturation  of  the  organic 
molecule  within  the  animal  body,  and  leading 
up  to  objective  disruption  as  the  source  of 
animal  heat  and  polar  force  and  the  basis 
of  common  organic  irritability,  are  purely  of 
a  fermentative  nature;  of  the  same  kind 
and  nature  as  the  fermentation  of  glucose 
which  you  witness  in  this  glass  jar,  or  the 
rotting  of  a  fallen  bough  or  a  gangrenous 
limb. 

There  is  but  one  great  fermentation,  viz  : 
that  which  occurs  in  living  beings  ;  of  this, 
sepsis  is  the  mere  incident. 

But  the  fundamental  process  admits  of 
being  swerved,  under  the  influences  of  side- 
long forces,  into  modifications  comprised 
within  certain  limits,  not  only  out  of  the 
body  but  within  it.  Hence  the  vast  variety 
of  its  results,  and  the  wide  range  of  its 
employment  in  digestion,  secretion,  etc. 


All  the  varied  processes  of  the  animal 
and  vegetable  body  involving  modifications 
of  a  disintegrative  kind,  whether  pushed  to 
slight  or  full  excursion,  are  essentially  of 
the  nature  of  fermentation,  and  are  suscep- 
tible of  being  induced,  arrested,  modified 
or  slackened,  by  any  and  every  influence 
whatsoever,  that  acts  upon  what  are  com- 
monly termed  fermentative  or  septic  pro- 
cesses. This  proposition,  as  you  know,  is 
to-day,  clearly  recognized  in  practical  med- 
icine and  surgery,  and  lives,  we  think,  are 
often  saved  by  a  fulfilment  of  its  indica- 
tions. It  explains  much  that  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly obscure,  and  fortifies  a  multitude 
of  facts  hitherto  isolated  or  misunderstood. 
Hence,  the  common  influence  of  cold  upon 
ordinary  fermentations  and  upon  both  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  activity.  Hence  the 
effects  of  heat  upon  all  living  things,  and 
the  necessity  for  an  independent  tempera- 
ture, not  only  in  animals,  but  in  the  trees 
shrubs  and  flowers.  Hence  the  transmissi- 
bility  of  fermentative  states,  from  dead  or- 
ganic substances  to  living — the  spread  of 
gangrene  or  decay  to  contiguous  healthy 
parts,  alike  in  the  plant  and  the  animal 
body.  Hence,  likewise,  contagions,  infec- 
tions and  blood-poisonings  ;  the  generaliza- 
tion of  local  inflammatory  excitement 
through  the  system  at  large ;  irritative, 
surgical,  hectic,  pysemic,  septicaemic  fevers. 
Hence,  when  the  overborne  and  heat- 
exhausted  economy  imbibes  the  rottenness 
of  the  elements — epidemic  scourges — "  the 
pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness  ;"  and, 
hence  the  success  now  achieved  by  anti- 
septic methods  in  the  healing  art. 

It  has  been  found  out  that  most  sub- 
stances capable  of  preserving  flesh  from 
decay,  or  of  preventing  fermentation  in 
vegetable  matters,  also  retard  the  nutritive 
acts  of  the  animal  economy,  evidently  pre- 
venting or  slackening  molecular  change,  as 
expressed  in  the  evolution  of  heat  and  other 
modes  of  force,  both  in  normal  and  morbid 
states.  Every  true  or  essential  antiseptic, 
such  a  one,  I  mean,    as  does   not  act  by 
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withdrawing"  water  from  the  tissues,  or  di- 
rectly changing  their  chemical  constitution, 
seems  to  be,  naturally,  anti-febrile,  an^ies- 
thetic,  '^antiphlogistic,"  and  sedative. 
Arsenic,  chloroform,  chloral,  the  chlorides, 
perchlorides  and  permanganates,  chromic 
acid  and  carbolic  acid,  boracic  acid,  sali- 
cylic acid,  creasote,  the  h3'posulphites, 
quinine,  mercur}',  antimon}^,  and  a  long  list 
of  others — are  frequentl}^  u^ed  in  two  or 
more  of  these  wa3S.  Such  agents,  upon 
whose  distinctl}'  proposed  study  the  world 
is  just  entering,  most  probably  obstruct  the 
maturative  progress  of  organic  molecules 
by  the  exercise  of  peculiar,  and  still  ob- 
scure, polar  influences,  antagonistic  to  those 
which  underlie  the  decompositive  tension  of 
which  I  have  spoken. 

Let  me  recapitulate  our  most  important 
conclusions  in  the  following  summarj^,  into 
which  I  may  interpolate  a  few  hints  not  3'et 
distinctly  formulated  : 

I.  Fermentative  and  putrefactive  move- 
ments are  of  the  same  nature,  genericalh^ 
C(?nsidered  ;  the  terms,  sepsis,  fermentation, 
and  z^'mosis,  being  synon^anous. 

II.  Composition,  necessarily  presupposes 
the  accomplishment  of  its  obverse,  viz : 
that  decomposition,  which  is  the  basis  of 
vital  activity. 

III.  Matter  is  built  up  into  organic  mole- 
cules in  accordance  with  laws  or  influences 
competent  to  constrain  the  polarities  of  the 
elements  the}'  work  an.  This  gross  matter, 
or  material  substratum  of  life,  destined  to 
receive  and  distribute  force  throughout 
organic  nature,  is  drawn  mostly  from  the 
eff'ete  products  of  animal  nutrition,  but- 
partl}",  also,  from  inorganic  nature.  After 
passing  through  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and 
there  assuming  the  colloidal  form,  it  is  fin- 
ally elaborated  in  the  animal  tissues. 

ly.  Such  matter,  when  fully  elaborated, 
breaks  up  into  simple  cr^'stalloids  ;  all  or- 
ganic force  and  polarity  whatsoever  is  due 
to  this  change  of  molecular  grouping,  viz  : 
the  substitution,  in  new  compounds,  of  the 
crystalloidal  for  the  colloidal  form. 


V.  Tlie  act  of  composition,  effective 
throughout  the  vegetable  and  animal  series, 
determines  a  stead}^  rise  of  disruptive  ten- 
dency' (decompositive  tension)  among  the 
molecules,  in  virtue  of  which  they  eventu- 
alh'  break  up. 

VI.  When  the  molecule  is  decomposed, 
oxygen  having  been  alread}^  supplied  in 
adequate  proportion,  the  resulting  cr3'stal- 
loids  are  full}-  oxidized,  as  we  find  them  in 
the  excreta  of  the  higher  animals ;  but 
when  oxygen  is  not  adequatel3'  supplied  to 
the  maturing  molecules,  as  happens  in  acts 
of  sepsis,  or  in  animal  bodies  during  dis- 
ease, they  break  up  into  various  li3'po- 
oxygenous  crystalloids. 

VII.  The  maturation  of  organic  mole- 
cules is  ever3"where  of  the  same  nature,  is 
concurrent  with  composition  itself,  and 
represents  the  increasing  strength  of  vio- 
lated chemical  affinities.  No  material  is 
emplo3'ed  _  in  the  construction  of  living 
forms  which  is  not  susceptible  of  this  ma- 
turation, and  of  an  ultimate  decomposition 
of  its  molecules — or,  as  we  sa3',  capable  of 
"  fermentation."  Nature,  in  no  case,  uses 
cr3"stalloids  in  her  constructive  acts.  Even 
in  the  plant,  cr3'stalloids  are  first  built  up 
into  colloids  before  true  assimilation  occurs. 
The  tissues  of  living  beings,  and  all  nutri- 
ent juices  read3^  for  tissual  assimilation  are 
invariabl3"  colloidal. 

VIII.  Common  "fermentation,"  or  "sep- 
sis "  is  the  final  expression  of  the  matura- 
tive progress  of  the  molecules  composing 
organized  matter ;  this  maturation  being 
solel3^  due  to  the  influences  of  compositive 
movements,  which  steadil3'  cons'train  the 
polarities  of  matter  into  modes  of  interac- 
tion at  variance  with  those  most  naturall3' 
reducing  their  atomic  substrata  into  condi- 
tions of  stable  equilibrium. 

IX.  Extra-S3^stemic  fermentation,  com- 
mon fermentation  generall3',  sometimes 
indeed  observed  within  the  fluids  of  living- 
beings,  is  a  pure  corrollar3'  and  incident  of 
the  primar3'  and  predominant  process  of 
organic  z3'mosis,  which  results,  in  the  vege- 
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table,  parti}',  and  in  the  animal  kingdom, 
-chiefly,  in  what  has  been  termed  ' '  retro- 
grade metamorphosis . " 

X.  Strictl}"  speaking,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  "retrograde  metamorphosis."  All 
metamorphosis  in  living  beings  is  essen- 
tinWy  progressive,  being  based  upon  a  com- 
pounding of  molecules  into  increasingl}^ 
complex  modes  of  aggregation.  What  is 
usuall}^  st^'led  "retrograde  metamorphosis," 
is  no  more,  in  an}^  of  its  degrees  or  modifi- 
cations, than  a  zjanotic  or  fermentative 
decomposition  of  colloids  in  which  the  con- 
structive force  has  ceased  to  act. 

XI.  Organic  z^'mosis  is  not  onl}^  the  real 
and  exclusive  source  of  the  dj-namical  phe- 
nomena of  living  beings,  but,  as  accomp- 
lished in  a  vast  variety  of  fermentative 
movements,  plainlj^  recognizable  amid  the 
acts  of  "nutrition,"  must  be  regarded  as 
the  basis  of  all  exhibitions  of  the  construc- 
tive or  building  and  modifying  power. 
Thi^  taxial  force,  adjunct  to  the  matter  in 
which  it  is  manifested,  or,  if  you  please, 
-extrinsic  to  it,  uniforml}^  efficient  in  all 
parts  of  the  econom}-  during  embr3^onic 
life — in  the  further  progress  of  development, 
seems  to  become  more  expressly  localized 
in  the  nervous  apparatus,  and  appears  to 
survive  the  grosser  work  of  construction, 
in  the  adult  animal,  under  the  form  of  the 
will.  Every  act  of  thought  and  volition  is, 
therefore,  one  of  development.  We  shall 
lose  nothing  b}^  proAdsionall}^  admitting, 
that  the  constructive  power  acts  onl}' 
through  and  b}^  polarities  engendered  in  a 
ceaseless  and  general  agitation  of  the  par- 
ticles which  compose  living  organisms. 
A  single,  great,  fermentative  movement 
dissolves  all  nature's  organized  forms,  its 
very  inception  and  progress  being  insepara- 
bly^ linked  to  the  acts  in  virtue  of  which  bur 
organs  are  fashioned,  and  our  thoughts 
eventually  framed  and  contrasted  with  each 
other.  When  the  full  accomplishment  of 
this  process  is  prevented,  organic  bodies  are 
resolved  hy  fermentation  into  special  pro- 
ducts of  crystalloidal  nature,  sooner  or  later. 


Common  sepsis  is  simply  a  modification  of 
organic  zymosis — being  the  form  in  which 
the  predominant  mode  of  decomposition 
expresses  itself,  whenever  oxygen  is  absent 
or  deficient. 

1525  Olive  street,  St.  Louis. 

A  CASE  OF  PERINEPHRITIS. 


BY   DR.  GAARDER. 


In  view  of  the  great  infrequency  of 
perinephritis  and  the  very  meagre  notice  of 
that  disease  found  in  even  our  standard 
works  on  practice  of  medicine,  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  clinical  histor}^  and  treatment 
of  a  case  that  last  year  occurred  in  vaj 
practice  maj^  not  be  devoid  of  interest : 

March  22nd,  1875,  consulted  by  Ed.  D., 
aged  thirty-three,  married,  German,  of  a 
shattered  constitution,  b}^  occupation  a 
planter,  on  account  of  pains  in  the  right 
lumbar  region,  attributed  to  heavy  lifting,  a 
few  daj^s  previously,  on  bales  of  cotton. 
Believing  the  suffering  mainly  due  to  over- 
exertion of  the  muscles  of  the  part,  I  pre- 
scribed rest  and  an  anodyne  to  be  taken  at 
bed- time. 

March  29th,  sent  for,  patient  not  being 
able  to  call  at  my  office.  Complains  of 
fever,  occasionally  interrupted  by  chilly 
sensations,  pain  in  the  back,  right  shoulder 
and  hepatic  region,  and  also  of  anorexia, 
thirst  and  constipation.  The  tongue  is 
coated  and  the  conjunctivae  have  a  slight 
greenish-3'ellow  tinge.  On  deep  pressure- 
there  is  tenderness  in  the  right  lumbar  and 
hepatic  regions,  the  spleen  is  somewhat  en- 
larged and  the  liver  extends  about  one  inch 
and  a  half  below  the  margin  of  the  thorax. 

Diagnosis,  congestion  of  the  liver. 

Treatment,  pil.  h3'drarg.  and  a  saline 
purgative,  to  be  followed  b}^  full  doses  of 
quinise  sulph.,  in  view  of  any  malarial  com- 
plication. 
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April  12tli,  the  fever  and  the  pain  in  the 
back  have  continaed,  yet  the  patient  thinks 
himself  improving,  as  the  appetite  is  better 
and  the  bowels  are  more  regular.  The  area 
of  dullnes  over  the  liver  is  now  about  nor- 
mal. There  is,  however,  progressive 
emaciation.  The  pulse  is  100  and  the  tem- 
perature 102J®.  Superadded  to  former 
sj^mptoms  are  an  occasional  cough,  some 
oppression  in  breathing,  moist  rales  in  the 
lower  lobe  of  right  lung  and  lameness  of 
right  side  on  attempting  to  walk.  And, 
besides,  b}^  placing  one  hand  in  the  right 
renal  region  and  the  other  in  front  of  the 
abdomen,  a  firm  enlargement,  immovable  on 
pressure  and  respiration,  is  detected.  Symp- 
toms, however,  pointing  to  renal  disease, 
such  as  hsematuria,  dysuria,  coma,  nausea 
and  vomiting  are  wanting.  The  urine  is  of 
normal  appearance,  specific  gravity  1022, 
and  the  heat  and  nitric  test  detects  no  albu- 
men. The  urine  tested  with  a  solution  of 
ammonia  for  pus  and  with  chloroform  for 
bile  (the  only  reagents  at  hand)  gave  nega- 
tive results.  Here  then,  is  a  problem  to  be 
solved.  The  kidney  itself  is  evidently  not 
affected. 

Tumors  of  the  liver  are  movable  with 
respiratioh. 

Perityphlitis  is  confined  to  the  iliac  fossa 
and  the  inferior  pelvis,  and  but  rarely  ad- 
vances into  the  region  of  the  loin. 

Fmcal  tumors  are  accompanied  by  slug- 
gishness of  the  intestines  and  are  removable 
by  purgatives. 

Cancer  of  the  kidney  and  hydronephrosis 
run  an  essentially  chronic  course. 

Nephritis  is  accompanied  by  violent  nau- 
sea and  vomiting. 

Calculous  pyelo -nephritis  is  characterized 
by  renal  colic. 

Neuralgia  runs  its  course  without  fever. 

By  exclusion  the  diagnosis  of  perinephri- 
tis is  then  arrived  at.  The  patient,  con- 
siderably emaciated,  was  put  upon  the  fol- 
lowing course  of  tonic  treatment,  in  spite 
of  the  inflammation:  Tinct.  ferri.  chlor., 
m.    X ;    et.    quinse    sulph.    gr.    i,  ter  die ; 


nourishing  food  andh3^d.  chlm'al,  et.  potass, 
bromid.,  together  with  an  occasional  opiate 
at  bed-time. 

May  6th,  the  patient's  general  condition 
is  rather  better,  though  the  tumor  is  much 
larger,  extending  now  from  the  spine  to 
within  two  inches  of  the  rectus,  and  from 
under  the  lower  rib  to  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis. There  is,  however,  yet  no  pointing, 
cedema,  nor  fluctuation  to  be  detected. 
Made  a  transverse  incision  at  the  center  of 
the  swelling  one-half  inch  long  by  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  deep,  and  inserted  a 
pledget  of  lint  lor  the  purpose  of  setting  up 
some  irritation  of  the  part,  and  thereby, 
perhaps,  facilitating  the  agglutination  of  the 
peritoneal  surfaces  and  the  pointing  of  the 
abscess,  and  thus  lessen  the  danger  of  sub- 
sequent operation. 

May  15th,  the  debility,  oppression  of 
breathing  and  lameness  are  more  marked. 
The  tumor  fills  completely  the  normal  de- 
pression between  the  crest  of  the  ilium  and 
the  edge  of  the  thorax  and  extends  nearly 
to  the  right  rectus.  It  feels  now  somewhat 
soft  and  elastic  and  the  skin  pits  on  press- 
ure. Being  afraid  the  abscess  might  point 
and  discharge  its  contents  in  some  unfavor- 
able direction,  the  dogmatic  rules  of  sur- 
gery were  disregarded  and  the  previous 
incision  wasdeepened  to  the  extent  of  one 
inch,  when  about  a  pint  of  dark  colored 
blood  poured  out.  The  bleeding  was  then 
arrested  by  styptics  and  pressure. 

May  17th,  there  has  been  some  oozing  of 
bloody  serum,  and  once,  secondary  hemorrh- 
age, which  was  promptly  stopped  by  the 
above-mentioned  means.  The  swelling  is 
now  much  less,  the  breathing  is  much  easier 
and  the  lameness  has  almost  disappeared. 
Altogether,  the  symptoms  point  to  conva- 
lescence. 

Ma}"  27th,  all  the  morbid  sjanptoms  have 
disappeared  and  the  patient  is  in  the  enjo}^- 
ment  of  better  health  than  for  j^ears. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  tonic 
plan  of  treatment  instituted  in  the  begin- 
ning was  faithfully  kept  up  throughout  the 
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whole  sickness,  and  to  that  measure  I  am 
inclined  to  give  some  credit  in  bringing 
about  the  happy  termination. 

At  all  events  this  case  furnishes  addi- 
tional evidence  in  favor  of  timely  surgical 
interference  in  perinephritis. 

Serbin,  Texas,  April  10th,  1876. 

§x0mAmp  iff  ^mtik^. 

STATU    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 


The  Missouri  State  Medical  Association 
held  its  tenth  annual  session  at  Pol}- technic 
Hall,  St.  Louis,  on  April  18,  19  and  20. 

At  10  a.  m.,  on  the  18th,  the  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  J. 
T.  Hodgen,  and  was  opened  with  praj^er  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Burlingham.  The  following  mem- 
bers were  present:  Drs.  S.  T.  Newman, 
E.  S.  Gregory,  H.  N.  Spencer,  C.  A. 
Thompson,  W.  S.  Edgar,  J.  T.  Hodgen, 
W.  Porter,  T.  M.  Rumbold,  D.  Y.  Dean, 
J.  S.  B.  Alleyne,  W.  M.  McPheeters,  W. 

C.  Glasgow,  C.  E.  Briggs,  A.  P.  Lankford, 
Thos.  Kennard,  M.  Graham,  A.  J.  Steele, 
L.  H.  Laidley,  H.  H.  Mudd,  T.  F.  Blake, 
T.  F.  Prewitt,  and  Geo.  J.  Engelmann,  of 
St.  Louis  ;  J.  E.  Tefft,  of  Springfield  ;  J. 
W.  Brent,  of  Tipton  ;  J.  W.  Trader,  A.  H. 
Conkwright  and  G.  C.  Evans,  of  Sedalia ; 
G.  W.  Broome,  of  Moberly  ;  J.  T.  Wilson, 
of  Weston ;  J.  P.  H.  Gray,  of  California ; 
W.  E.  Glenn,  of  Rolla ;  D.  K.  Porter,  J. 
W.  Elston  and  E.  W.  Sehauffler,  of  Kansas 
City  ;  W.  P.  King,  of  Pettis  county ;  W. 
I.  Heddins,  of  St.  Joseph  ;  G.  B.  Winston, 
of  Jefferson  City ;  H.  T.  Essig,  of  Platts- 
burg;  J.   C.  Bernard,   of  Hainesville  ;    D. 

D.  Wood,  R.  W.  McClellanand  J.  R.  Hall, 
of  Arrow  Rock;  H.  H.  Middlekamp,  of 
Warrenton  ;  J.  T.  Hanna,  of  Ashley  ;  L. 
At  wood,  of  Bridgeton  ;  J.  J.  Miller,  of 
Rinkleville,  R.  M.  Higgins,  of  Manchester  ; 
J.  Isbell,  of  Washington ;  C.  Pipkin,  of 
Hillsborough  ;  C.  L.  Hall,  of  Marshall ;  W. 
Humphries,  of  Mexico. 


The  officers  of  the  Association,  elected  at 
the  ninth  annual  meeting,  were  as  follows : 

President — J.  T.  Hodgen,  of  St.  Louis. 
First  Vice  President — F.  M.  Johnson,  of 
Platte  City. 

Second  Vice  President — J.  M.  Allen,  of 
Liberty. 

Third  Vice  President — J.  S.  B.  Alleyne ^ 
of  St.  Louis. 

Fourth  Vice  President — J.  T.  Wilson,  of 
Weston. 

Fifth  Vice  President— G.  B.  Winston,  of 
Jefferson  City. 

Recording  Secretaries — E.  W.  Sehauffler, 
of  Kansas  City,  and  H.  N.  Spencer,  of  St. 
Louis. 

Corresponding  Secretary — J.  H.  Britts, 
of  Clinton. 

Treasurer — A.  N.  Kincannon,  of  Clinton. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Alleyne,  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, reported  that  the  School  Board 
had  given  the  use  of  the  hall  gratuitously  ; 
that  the  Missouri  Pacific  and  the  St.  Louis 
Kansas  City  and  Northern  railroads  had 
courteously  given  the  advantage  of  commu- 
tation tickets  to  the  members  from  abroad, 
and  read  invitations  from  Dr.  Hurt,  of  the 
St.  Louis  City  Hospital,  Dr.  Green,  of  St. 
Luke's  Hospital,  and  Dr.  Pollock,  of  the 
St.  Louis  (Sisters')  Hospital,  to  the  mem- 
bers to  attend  the  clinics  and  inspect  the 
institutions  named. 

A  recess  of  twenty  minutes  was  taken,  to 
allow  members  to  register,  after  which  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  j^ear  took 
place.  The  following  named  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected  to  the  respective  oflSces  in 
the  gift  of  the  Association  : 

President— J.  W.  Trader,  M.  D.,  of  Se- 
dalia. 

First  Vice  President — E.  W.  Sehauffler^ 
M.  D.,  of  Kansas  City. 

Second  Vice  President — H.  H.  Middle- 
kamp, M.  D.,  of  Warrenton. 

Third  Vice  President — W.  I.  Heddins^ 
M.  D.,  of  St.  Joseph. 
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Fourth  Vice  President — ^y.  E.  Glenn, 
M.  D.,  of  Rolla. 

Fifth  Vice  President~S.  T.  Newman,  M. 
D.,  of  St.  Louis. 

Recording  Secretaries — H.  N.  Spencer, 
M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  and  D.  R.  Porter,  M. 
D.,  of  Kansas  Citj. 

Corresponding  Secretary — A.  J.  Steele, 
of  St.  Louis. 

Treasurer — A.  H.  Conkwright,  M.  D., 
of  Sedalia. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  Toner,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Johnson,  asking  for  biographical  sketches 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  eminent  medical 
men  of  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
bodying them  in  the  form  of  an  address  to 
the  International  Medical  Congress.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  upon  a 
committee  to  collect  and  forward  the  desired 
information  before  June  1st :  Drs.  John- 
son, Kennard,  J.  T.  Wilson,  Tefft,  G.  B. 
Winston,  Heddins,  Gray,  Glenn,  Essig  and 
Middlekamp. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  3 
o'clock,  p.  m. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  Association, 
Dr.  Hodgen  delivered  a  short  address  upon 
neuralgia  of  the  superior  and  inferior  max- 
illar}^  nerves. 

Drs.  Schauffler,  Lankford  and  King  were 
appointed  a  committee  upon  arranging  a 
programme.  The  arrangement  of  the  time 
for  the  delivery  of  special  reports,  was  as 
follows  : 

On  case  of  Nerve  Section,  b}^  Dr.  Prewitt, 
at  once  ;  on  Blepharospasm,  by  Dr.  Dick- 
inson, at  5  :  30  p.  m.  ;  on  Torticollis,  b}^ 
Dr.  Steele,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  April  19th ; 
on  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  b}^  Dr.  King, 
at  10:30  o'clock,  April  19th;  on  Surgery, 
Ijy  Dr.  Gregorj^,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  April 
19th  ;  Surgical  Cases,  by  Dr.  Lankford,  at 
3  :30  o'clock  p.  m.,  19th;  on  Diagnosis  of 
Phthisis,  by  Dr.  Porter,  at  4  :  30  o'clock  p. 
m.,  19th. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Kincannon,  submitted 
his  vouchers  and  accounts  showing  the  total 


amounts  and  items  of  receipts  and  expend- 
itures for  the  past  j-ear.  He  reported  the 
total  receipts  to  have  been  $203  25,  and  the 
expenditures  $161  47,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$41  78  in  the  treasury.  An  auditing  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  the  accounts, 
after  examination,  were  reported  as  correct 
at  a  later  hour. 

Dr.  Spencer,  one  of  the  Recording.  Sec- 
retaries, submitted  his  resignation  of  that 
position,  which  was  not  accepted,  but  Dr. 
Porter  was  deputed  by  the  Chair  to  aid  Dr. 
Spencer  in  the  arduous  duties  of  the  posi- 
tion. 

Drs.  Prewitt  and  Dickinson  read  their 
ver}^  interesting  reports,  as  arranged  upon 
the  programme,  upon  section  of  nerves  and 
blepharospasm,  after  which  the  Association 
adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  April  ISTth. 

SECOND  day's  proceedings. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Association 
met  at  10  a.  m.  The  President,  Dr.  Tra- 
der, presiding. 

Dr.  Schauffler  called  up  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  which  he 
had  offered  at  the  last  annual  meeting. 
The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows  : 

1 .  Mesolved,  That  article  five  of  the  con- 
stitution be  so  amended  that  the  words 
"Committee  on  Epidemics,"  "Committee 
on  Medical  Jurisprudence,"  and  "  Commit- 
tee on  Medical  Education"  bestricken  out. 

2.  That  sections  six  and  seven  of  article 
five  of  the  bj'-laws  be  expunged. 

Dr.  Schauffler  spoke  at  some  length, 
strongly  supporting  his  amendments  ;  which 
were  as  strongl}^  opposed  b}^  Drs.  Winston, 
Heddins  and  Edgar.  The  amendments 
were,  however,  adopted. 

Dr.  Schauffler  and  the  two  secretaries 
were  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

The  following  resolution  w^as  offered  by 

Dr.  Thompson,  of  Jefferson  Citj^ : 

Resolved^  That  a  special  committee  of 
five  members  of  the  Association  be  appoint- 
ed, to  be  known  as  a  special  committee  on 
sanitary  science  and  State  medicine,  to  con- 
tinue one  3'ear,  and  that  such  committee  be 
instructed    to    report   at   the   next  annual 
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meeting,  with  recommendations  as  to  what 
legislation  is  necessary  to  promote  the  health 
of  the  people  of  the  entire  State,  b}^  the 
creation  of  a  State  Board  of  Health. 

Dr.  Thompson  spoke  strongi}^  in  support 
of  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Fallen  being  present,  on  mo- 
tion, he  was  invited  to  a  seat  beside  the 
President.  Dr.  Fallen  being  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honored  practitioners  in  the 
State,  the  compliment  was  eminently  de- 
served. 

Dr.  Steele  read  his  essay  upon  torticollis, 
Dr.  King,  a  paper  upon  cerebro-spinal  men- 
ingitis, and  Dr.  Gregor}^  a  report  upon  the 
progress  of  surgerj^ ;  all  of  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Fublication. 
Dr.  Tefft  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the 
subject  of  Dr.  King's  paper,  and  Drs. 
Trader,  Wilson  and  King  made  short  re- 
marks upon  surgical  matters. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  selecting  the 
place  where  the  next  annual  session  should 
he  held.  Kansas  Cit}',  St.  Joseph  and  St. 
Louis  were  proposed  ;  the  choice  was  made 
of  Kansas  Cit}-. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations,  for  the  regular 
standing  committees  for   the  coming  j^ear : 

On  Progress  of  Medicine — Drs.  H.  H. 
Middlekamp,  C.  L.  Hall  and  G.  W.  Brown. 
On  Progress  of  Surgery — Drs.  A.  P.  Lank- 
ford,  A.  W.  McAlister  and  W.  E.  Glenn. 

On  Ethics— Drs.  J.  S.  B.  Alleyne,  J.  R. 
H.  Gray  and  W.  I.  Heddins. 

On  Credentials — Drs.  J.  C.  Barnard,  E. 
C  Evans  and  O'Conner. 

On  Medical  Education— Drs.  S.  T.  New- 
man, J.  W.  Elston  and  J.  Isbell. 

Scientific  Committee — Drs.  J.  W.  Brent, 
W.  S.  Edgar  and  W.  F.  Essig. 

On  Publication— Dr.  E.  W.  Schauffler, 
the  two  Recording  Secretaries  and  the  Cor- 
responding Secretarj'. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

Afternoon  Session — The  Association  met 
pursuant  to  adjournment,   and  immediately 


after  order  was  called,  Dr.  Edgar  was  al- 
lowed to  present  the  following  resolu- 
tion, the  rules  being  suspended  for  the 
purpose. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  the  Association,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  frame  such  amendments  or 
substitutes  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  as  they  ma}^  deem  wise  and 
sufficient  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  the  State  ;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to 
submit  their  plan,  or  draft  of  a  law,  to  the 
next  Legislative  Assembly  and  respectful^ 
solicit  action  thereon. 

After  a  lengthy  address  from  Dr.  Edgar 
in  support  of  the  resolution,  it  was  adopt- 
ed, and  thePresident  appointed  Drs.  Edgar, 
Hughes  and  Prewitt  upon  the  committee. 
Drs.  Thompson,  Steele,  McPheeters,  Dean 
and  Schauffler  were  appointed  upon  the 
Committee  oi>  State  H3'giene,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
previousl}'  presented  b}^  Dr.  Thompson. 

Dr.  Lankford  presented  two  surgical 
cases  ;  one  of  successful  operation  of  pe- 
rineal section  for  the  relief  of  retention  of 
urine,  etc.,  following  rupture  of  the  urethra, 
the  other,  a  case  of  successful  excision  of 
the  knee. 

Dr.  Schauffler  was  made  the  recipient  of 
a  slight  token  of  the  appreciation  b}"  the 
Association  of  his  services  as  Secretar}^  for 
four  3'ears.  An  elegant  gold  pencil  and 
pen  constituted  the  gift.  A  pleasant  speech 
was  made  b}"  Dr.  Wilson  on  presenting  it 
to  Dr.  S.,  v/ho  made  an  equally  happy 
reply. 

Dr.  W.  Porter  spoke  briefly  upon  the  use 
of  the  callipers  in  the  diagnosis  of  phthisis, 
and  also  of  the  importance  of  laryngoscopi- 
cal  examination  in  the  detection  of  lar^^n- 
geal  phthisis. 

Dr.  Porter  was  unanimously  chosen  Sec- 
retar}^  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Hughes  read  a  lengthy  report  upon 
the  Opium  Habit  and  its  Treatment,  after 
which  the  Association  adjourned  to  9  o'clock 
a.  m.,  April  20th, 
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THIRD    DAY  S    PROCEEDINGS. 

The  Association  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, President  Trader  presiding. 

Dr.  Meredith  Martin,  who  had  seen  fifty 
years'  service  in  the  Medical  profession, 
was  made  an  honorary  member  and  invited 
to  a  seat  beside  the  President. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
next  meeting  was  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  follows ;  Drs.  Schauffler,  Todd 
and  Lester. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Wilson, 
Rumbold  and  Evans,  was  appointed  to  se- 
lect subjects  for  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  publication  reported 
that  the  papers  read  by  Drs.  Dickinson, 
Hodgen,  Gregory  and  Steele  should  be  pub- 
lished. Dr.  Lankford  was  requested  to 
furnish,  for  publication,  a  report  on  resec- 
tion as  exemplified  in  his  case  presented  the 
day  before.  Dr.  King's  essa}^  having  been 
presented  to  a  district  society  before  being 
read  before  the  Association,  was  excluded 
from  the  printed  transactions  of  the  present 
body. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Scott,  of  Virginia,  a  venerable 
practitioner,  was  invited  to  a  seat  upon  the 
platform. 

The  Committee  on  Ethics  pronounced  Dr. 
Evans  to  be  not  blamable,  thus  indorsing 
the  action  of  the  district  convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  oji  Special 
Subjects  to  be  considered  at  the  next  meet- 
ing is  as  follows  :  Dr.  E.  W.  SchauflOier, 
to  report  on  the  use  of  cold  water  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent ;  Drs.  Wm,  Porter,  J.  E.  Tefft, 
G.  B.  Winston,  D.  V.  Dean  and  Le  Grand 
Atwood,  to  report  on  subjects  of  their  own 
selection. 

Drs.  Evans,  TefFt,  McPheeters,  Dickin- 
son and  Winston  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  nominate  delegates  to  the  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  and  to  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

The  following  list  of  delegates  to  the 
International  Congress  was  reported  : 

Drs.  J.  B.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Hodgen,  H. 
N.  Spencer,    C.  H.  Hughes,   Wm.  Dickin- 


son, A.  P.  Lankford,  W.  I.  Heddins,  J.  E. 

Tefft, Torry,  G.  B.  Winston,   A.  M. 

McAllister  and  E.  S.  Gregory,    Alternates, 

Drs.   G.  M.  B.  Maughs,   Donelan,  T. 

Kennard,  T.  F.  Prewitt,  J.  S.  B.  Alleyene, 
W.  S.  Edgar,  H.  T.  Essig,  W.  E.  Glenn, 
H.  H.  Middlekamp,  D.  K.  Porter  and  Le 
Grand  Atwood. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  delegates  to 
the  American  Medical  Association  : 

Drs.  J.  W.  Trader,  J.  S.  Moore,  C.  A. 
Thompson,  R.  D.  Porter,  J.  T.  Wilson, 
Geo.  J.  Engelmann,  A.  J.  Steele  and  C.  E. 
Briggs. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  fill  any 
vacancies  which  may  occur. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  was  or- 
dered to  print  such  portion  of  Dr.  Hughes' 
paper  upon  the  Opium  Habit  as  they  should 
deem  proper. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

[We  had  intended  to  have  presented  ab- 
stracts of  some  of  the  addresses,  papers 
and  cases  referred  to  above,  but  the  min- 
utes of  the  meetings,  have  occupied  so 
much  space  that  the  abstracts  referred  to 
will  have  to  be  deferred  for  the  present. ^- 
Ed.  Record.] 


dxtoartis  m&  ^h^XxuH, 


Medicine    Among     the    Chinese. — In 

China  there  is  no  restrictive  law  in  relation 
to  the  practice  of  medicine  or  pharmacy. 
Any  one  who  chooses  may  begin  the  prac- 
tice of  either  without  preparation.  As 
with  us,  medicine  and  physicians  are  con- 
sidered fair  objects  of  pleasantly,  satires 
and  epigrams  ;  nevertheless — as  with  the 
people  of  the  Western  nations — the  China- 
man sends  for  the  doctor  on  the  slightest 
occasion. 

When  the  physician  reaches  the  patient's 
house,  all  the  members  of  his  famil}^  collect 
in  the  sick  room,  and  the  practitioner  be- 
gins by  consulting  all  the  pulses  of  his 
client ;  then  he  gives  his  opinion  upon  the 
nature  and  gravit}^  of  the  disease  ;  but  this 
opinion,  far  from  being  accepted  without 
reflection,  is  discussed  and  commented  upon 
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by  the  entire  family,  including  the  patient 
himself.  When  they  have  finally  come  to 
an  agreement,  he  informs  them  of  the  price 
of  the  medicines,  and  the  probable  number 
of  visits  which  the  case  will  necessitate,  or 
he  may  undertake  the  case  by  contract. 
The  fee  for  a  visit,  medicine  included,  va- 
ries from  15  to  60  cents.  If  the  disease 
appears  to  be  necessarily  mortal,  or  that 
there  will  be  small  chance  of  escaping  the 
danger,  the  patient  resigns  himself  to  his 
fate,  and  a  fine  coffin  is  bought  and  placed 
in  his  chamber  where  he  can  see  it  and  thus 
console  himself  for  having  to  leave  this  life 
— he  will,  at  least,  be  sure  of  suitable 
obsequies.  , 

When  a  patient  has  been,  or  believes  that 
he  has  been  cured,  thanks  to  the  care  of  his 
physician,  he  goes  in  great  pomp  to  the 
dwelling  of  the  latter  and  presents  him  with 
a  black  tablet  a  yard  long  covered  with  in- 
scriptions in  the  following  style  :  ' '  Thou 
didst  come,  and  my  pains  fled  away  like 
criminals  before  the  judge  !"  "As  the  sun 
causes  the  snows  to  dissolve,  so  hast  thou 
caused  my  disease  to  disappear!"  "The 
gates  of  the  other  world  opened  yawningly 
before  me,  thou  didst  close  them  suddenly  !" 
The  physician  is  not  slow  in  suspending 
these  tablets  of  praise  at  the  front  of  his 
house  ;  they  bear  witness  to  his  extensive 
practice  and  to  the  efficacy  of  his  cares. 

But  back-biters  assert  that  he  does  not 
alwaj^s  wait  for  his  patients  to  come  and 
decorate  his  house  walls  with  these  witnesses 
of  gratitude,  but  that  he  paints  enthusiastic 
inscriptions  himself  for  the  approaches  to 
his  door. 

The  foregoing  is  taken  from  L'Uiiion 
Medicate  du  Canada  for  March  '76.  A 
comparison  is  drawn  between  the  advertis- 
ing device  of  the  Chinese  and  a  fashion 
which  has  been  adopted  by  some  of  their 
Western  brothers,  of  displaying  presents, 
keepsakes,  etc.,  from  their  gratified  patients 
for  the  delectation  of  those  who  come  to 
consult  them ! 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Spermato- 
zoiDS. — The  Clinic  of  April  29th  contains 
an  interesting  article,  translated  from  II 
Movimento  Medico- Chirurgico,  by  Dr.  L. 
Bianchi,  of  Naples.  The  case  cited  by  Dr. 
Bianchi  was  that  of  a  3'oung  man,  aged 
twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years,  who  had 
been  married  for  two  years  to  a  healthy 
joung  wife.  He  had  never  had  syphilis, 
was  sober,  and  had  not  been   addicted  to 


Onanism.  For  one  year  he  had  noticed  a 
diminution  of  sexual  appetite,  ejaculation 
was  sometimes  absent,  more  often  irregular 
and  inopportune.  He  exhibited  the  usual 
symptoms  of  sexual  hypochondriasis.  He 
was  perpetually  occupied  with  the  thought 
of  the  sterility  of  his  marriage,  was  melan- 
choly, sombre  and  pensive.  His  wife  had 
elongation  of  the  superior  lip  of  the  os 
uteri,  which  was  supposed  to  be  the  cause 
of  sterility,  amputation  of  this  portion  of 
the  cervix  was  submitted  to,  without  result. 
Dr.  Bianchi  suspected  that  the  fault  might 
not  be  the  wife's,  so  he  subjected  the  hus- 
band to  a  most  rigid  examination.  The 
results  were  negative,  with  the  exception 
that  the  testicles  seemed  a  little  flabby.  An 
examination  of  the  seminal  fluid  was  sug- 
gested, and  a  specimen  was  offered.  Two 
examinations  were  made  in  four  days,  with 
the  same  result  in  each  instance.  The  se- 
cretion had  the  natural  color,  consistence, 
density,  etc.,  but  there  was  entire  absence 
of  spermatozoids.  The  microscopic  field 
was  homogeneous,  or  showed  a  very  finely 
granular  substance,  and  occasionally,  in 
lieu  of  the  spermatozoids,  some  elongated 
bodies,  alike  at  each  end,  with  no  pro- 
nounced head  or  attenuated  tail,  not  en- 
dowed with  active  movements  or  any  ap- 
pearance of  undulation  so  characteristic  of 
spermatozoids.  They  were  straight  and 
formed  of  small  shining  points  and  almost 
agglutinated  at  the  sides.  A  drop  of  ether 
dissipated  them,  and  after  treating  the 
sperm  with  ether  not  a  trace  of  a  filament 
was  to  be  seen. 

He  had  a  most  obstinate  dyspepsia,  and, 
at  times,  most  violent,  almost  insupportable 
headache. 

The  case  shows  :  1 .  That  in  the  period 
of  apparent  vigor,  without  apparent  affec- 
tion of  the  testes,  there  may  be  complete 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  spermatozoids. 

2 .  That  this  degeneration  may  be  a  cause 
of  infecundity  without  compromising  the 
sexual  relations.  Science  thus  turns  the 
attention  of  the  physician  from  the  woman, 
where  it  has  long,  even  opprobriously, 
rested,  to  the  man,  who  may  be  at  fault  in 
the  most  essential  regards. 

Dr.  B.  says  that  this  degeneration  de- 
pends upon  a  morbid  principle  attacking  the 
elements  (nervous)  which  preside  over  the 
formation  and  nutrition  of  the  cells  with  the 
tubes  of  the  testicle.  An  analogous  condi- 
tion is  present  in  the  spermatic  filaments  of 
the  mule,  as  shown  by  Panceri. 
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The  Kentucky  Shower  op  Flesh. — The 
Sanitarian  for  Ma}',  1876,  contains  an  ex- 
planation of  the  Bath  connt}'  phenomenon 
by  Leopokl  Bernadeis,  of  Brookl3'n,  N.  Y. 
He  says  :  •'  In  1537,  while  Paracelsus  was 
engaged  in  the  production  of  his  '  elixir  of 
life,'  he  came  across  a  very  strange  lookaig 
vegetable  mass,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  '  Nostoc'  *  *  *  *  The  '  Kentucky 
wonder '  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
'  Nostoc'  of  the  old  alchemist.  The  'Nos- 
toc '  belongs  to  the  confervae,  it  consists  of 
translucent,  gelatinous  bodies  joined  to- 
gether by  thread-like  tubes  or  seed-bearers. 
There  are  about  fifty  species  of  this  singular 
plant  classified  ;  two  or  three  kinds  have 
even  been  found  in  a  fossil  state.  Like 
other  confervae,  the  Nostoc  propagates  by 
self-division  as  well  as  by  seeds  or  spores. 
When  these  spores  work  their  way  out  of 
the  gelatinous  envelope  they  ma}^  be  wafted 
by  the  winds  here  and  there,  and  they  may 
be  carried  great  distances." 

' '  Wherever  they  may  fall  and  find  con- 
genial soil,  viz  :  dampness  or  recent  rain, 
they  will  thrive  and  spread  very  rapidly, 
and  many  cases  are  recorded  where  they 
have  covered  miles  of  ground  in  a  very  few 
hours  with  long  strings  of  '  Nostoc'  " 

"  On  account  of  this  rapidity  of  growth, 
people  almost  everywhere  faithfully  believe 
the  Nostoc  to  fall  from  the  clouds,  and 
ascribe  to  it  many  mysterious  virtues.  The 
plant  is  not  confined  to  any  special  locality 
or  to  any  climate  ;  sown  by  the  whirlwind, 
carried  by  a  current  of  air,  in  need  of  mois- 
ture only  for  existence  and  support,  it 
thrives  ever}^ where.  Icebergs  afloat  in  mid 
ocean  have  been  found  covered  with  it.  In 
New  Zealand  it  is  found  in  large  masses  of 
quaking  jell}'',  several  feet  in  circumference 
and  covering  miles  of  damp  soil.;  and  in 
our  own  country  it  may  be  found  in  damp 
woods,  on  meadows,  and  on  marshy  or  even 
gravelly  bottom." 

"  All  the  Nostocs  are  composed  of  a 
semi-liquid  cellulose  and  vegetable  proteine. 
The  edible  Nostoc  is  highly  valued  in  China, 
where  it  forms  an  essential  ingredient  of  the 
edible  bird-nest  soup.  The  flesh  that  was 
supposed  to  have  fallen  from  the  clouds  in 
Kentucky  is  the  flesh-colored  Nostoc  (N. 
carneum  of  the  botanists)  ;  the  flavor  of  it 
approaches  frog  or  spring  chicken  legs,  aud 
it  is  greedily  devoured  by  almost  all  domes- 
tic animals." 

"  Such  supposed  '  showers'  are  not  rare, 
and  are  entirely   in  harmony  with   natural 


laws.  In  the  East  Indies  the  same  Nostoc 
is  used  as  an  application  in  ulcers  and 
scrofulous  disease,  while  every  nation  in  the 
East  considers  it  nourishing  and  palatable  y 
and  use  it  even  for  food  when  dried  by  sun 
heat." 

On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Allen  McLane 
Hamilton  communicates  to  the  New  York 
Medical  Record^  the  results  of  his  micro- 
scopical examination  of  specimens  of  the 
same  "  wonder."  He  found  blood-vesselsy 
air-cells,  and  small  bronchial  tubes,  similar 
in  every  particular  to  a  portion  of  the  lung 
of  a  child.  The  minute  anatomy  of  the 
horse's  lung  is  the  same,  so  it  is  doubtful  to 
which  belonged  the  original  pulmonary 
organ. 

The  explanation  offered  by  Mr.  Berna- 
deis, seems,  to  us,  the  more  plausible  ;  Dr. 
Hamilton  may  have  been  furnished  with  a 
supposititious  specimen. 

Prolonged  Gestation. — Dr.  F.  R.  Lee 
Strathy,  of  Plarborne,  Staffordshire,  Eug..,, 
{Canada  Lancet)  communicates  a  case  of 
pregnancy  prolonged  to  298  days.  The 
child  (female)  when  born,  weighed  about 
five  pounds  ;  the  umbilical  cord  was  very 
thin  and  weak,  and  looked  shrunken,  and  was 
about  fifteen  or  sixteen  inches  in  length ; 
the  placenta  was  normal  in  size,  but  darker 
in  color,  and  more  easily  broken  down  than 
usual,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  flood- 
ing occurred.  Another  well  authenticated 
case  of  protracted  gestation  is  reported  by 
Dr.  Graves  {Boston  Med.  &  Surg.  Jour.y 
March  30th,  '76) .  The  period  extended  to 
306  days.  The  child  (male)  was  very  fat, 
with  long  finger  nails  and  plenty  of  hair  ;  it 
was  very  vigorous  from  its  birth.  At  the 
expiration  of  nine  months  there  were  some 
premature  symptoms  of  labor.  Dr.  Graves 
remarks  that  "under  the  Code  Napoleon, 
three  hundred  days  are  all  that  are  allowed 
by  the  French  law  as  the  extreme  length  of 
gestation,  and  if  this  lady  had  been  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  be  amenable  to  that  law,  a 
divorce  might  be  procured,  which  would 
most  certainly  be  unjust ;  and  if  unjust  in 
this  case,  why  not  in  others  of  a  similar 
character,  should  they  occur?" 

The  following  cases  are  cited  by  Dr. 
Strathey  from  Churchill's  System  of  Mid- 
wifery : 

Dr.  Beatty's  case,  291  days. 

Dr.  King's  case,  293  days. 

Dr.  Ashwell's  case,  300  days. 

Dr.  Mcllvain's  case,  293  days. 
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Dr.  Jas.  Reid's  cases,  287  and  293  days. 

To  these  we  maj^  add  Dr.  Ahlfeld's  case 
{Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences,  Oct.  1870)  of 
313  days. 

Jaborandi. — Dr.  Wm.  Caig,  Lecturer  on 
Materia  Medica,  Edinburgh  School  of  Med- 
icine, (Edinburgh  Med.  Jour.,  Jan.  1876) 
writes  that  "the  following  maybe  regarded 
as  well-ascertained  facts  regarding  jabo- 
randi : 

1.  Its  leaves  are  possessed  of  remarkable 
sialagogue  and  diaphoretic  properties. 

2.  Boiling  water  is  capable  of  extracting 
the  most,  if  not  the  whole  of  these  prop- 
erties. 

3.  A  strained  infusion  seldom  produces 
any  untoward  results. 

4.  On  account  of  the  large  quantity  of 
indigestible  materials  in  the  '  dregs,'  these, 
when  swallowed,  must  produce  unpleasant 
effects. 

5.  A  substance  of  a  semi-fluid  consist- 
ence, destitute  of  acidity  and  having  the 
characteristic  odor  of  jaborandi,  may  be 
separated,  possessing  all  the  activity  of  the 
drug,  and  which  is  probabl}^  an  alkaloid. 

6.  The  dose  will  be  found  to  be  1-1 2th 
to  :J  grain  of  this  alkaloid,  and  of  the  in- 
fusion as  much  as  corresponds  to  five  or  ten 
grains  of  the  leaf." — Am.  Jour,  of  Medical 
Sciences,  April,  1876. 

Choleate  of  Soda  to  Prevent  the  For- 
mation OF  Gall-Stones. — Dr.  William  C. 
Dabney,  of  Charlottsville,  Va.,  (Am.  Jour, 
of  Med.  Sciences,  April,  '76)  relates  the 
particulars  of  two  cases  of  gall-stone  colic, 
and  a  third  case  of  undefined  biliary  trouble, 
which  were  effectually  relieved  by  the  use  of 
choleate  of  soda.  He  gives  it,  as  advised 
by  Schiff,  of  Florence,  in  pill  form,  on  ac- 
count of  its  insolubility  and  slightly  bitter 
taste.  It  should  be  given  in  doses  of  about 
fifty  centigrammes  (7 J  grains)  twice  a  day, 
until  symptoms  of  the  saturation  of  the 
system  appear.  These  are  digestive  trou- 
bles, irregularity  of  the  heart's  action,  etc. 
In  one  case  it  seemed  to  cause  nausea  at 
first,  but  this  soon  passed  off.  Dr.  Dabney 
thinks  it  highly  probable  that  its  use  might 
be  beneficial  in  some  cases  of  enfeebled  di- 
gestion, when  the  bile  seemed  at  fault. 

Treatment  of  Neuralgias  by  Blisters 
to  the  Spine. — The  Bulletin  Gen.  de  Thera- 
peutique,  Jan.  30,  contains  an  abstract  of  a 
recent  paper  in  the  Bordeaux  Medicate,  by 


Dr.  Dupluouy,  on  the  treatment  of  neural- 
gias by  vesication  over  the  apophysary 
points,  described  by  Trousseau  and  other 
authors.  It  quotes  three  observations,  one 
by  Dr.  Dupluouj^,  on  himself,  when  suffering 
from  sciatic  and  bracial  neuralgia  of  appar- 
ently malarial  origin ;  another  of  a  man 
with  lumbo-abdominal  nerualgia,  similarly 
caused,  and  a  third,  of  a  woman  with  cervico-^ 
brachial  neuralgia.  In  all  these  the  ordi- 
nary resources  had  failed,  yet  they  completely 
succumbed  to  treatment  by  blisters  over  one 
or  more  painful  vertebrae.  It  would  seem 
that  this  method  is  worthy  of  trial  in  such 
cases  where  the  spinal  tenderness  exists. — 
Jour,  of  Ment.  and  Nerv.   Dis.,  April  '76. 

Esmarch's  Method  Simplified.  — Dr. 
David  Little,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  advises 
the  application  of  the  common  roller  band- 
age to  a  limb,  from  the  distal  extremity  up- 
ward, elastic  tubing  to  be  applied  above  ;. 
when  the  roller  is  removed,  the  operation  is 
found  to  be  absolutely  bloodless.  He  saj^s 
that  if  the  ordinary  bandage  is  tightly  and 
evenly  applied  it  would  seem  to  have  the 
preference  over  the  elastic  bandage  as  being 
more  likely  to  force  and  keep  out  the  blood 
from  the  compressed  limb,  simply  because 
it  is  non-elastic  and  unyielding.  It  is  also 
always  at  hand  and  easily  applied. — Am. 
Jour.  Med.  Sciences. 

Botanical  Name  of  D  ami  ana. — Dr.  Les- 
ter F.  Ward,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Bot- 
anist U.  S.  G.  and  G.  Survey  Terr.,  2nd 
Div.,  assumes  the  responsibility  of  giving 
the  name,  "  Turnera  Aphrodisiaca,"  to  the 
so-called  "  Damiana." — Virginia  Medical' 
Monthly. 

Ether  for  Pertussis. — Dr.  Seneca  D. 
Powell,  of  New  York  City  (Jour,  of  Nerv-- 
ous  and  Mental  Diseases,  April,  '76)   com- 
municates   the  results  of  complete   anaes- 
thesia by  sulphuric  ether   for  the  relief  or 
whooping-cough.     He  gives  the  particulars 
of  five  cases  where  complete  anaesthesia  was 
kept  up  for  from  fifteen  to  fifty  minutes,  re- 
peated once  or  twice,  with  complete  success 
in  every  instance.     The  longer   the   period 
the  effect  was  kept  up,  the  fewer  the  number'^ 
of  times  anaesthesia  had  to  be  repeated. 

Brown-Sequard  has  been  offered  the 
Chair  of  Physiology  in  the  medical  faculty 
of  the  university  established  at  Geneva. — 
Clinic. 
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stacles  with  which  I  should  have  to  contend  ; 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  intense  gratification  to 
me,  as  its  founder,    that  I  can   leave   it  in 

W.  A.  HABDAWAY,  M.  D.,  Editor. 

other  and  abler  hands  to  work  out  its  career 
of   usefulness   as   an   established    fact    in 
American  medical  literature. 

I  have  named  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Hazard  as  my 
editorial  successor,  a  gentleman  well  known 
to  my  man}^  readers  and   the  profession  at 
large  as  an  accomplished  and  cultured  med- 
ical writer  and  scholar. 

That   the   Record,    under   Dr.  Hazard's 
able  management,  will   continue  to  grow  in 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,    -     -      -    May,  1876. 

Reports  of  the  Proceedings  of  Societies,  Correspond- 
ence, Notes  and  Medical  Items  are  solicited  from  all  parts 
-of  the  country. 

Subscribers  are  likewise  requested  to  call  our  attention 
to  notices  of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  to 
.all  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  profession. 

We  are  not  responsible  for  the  views  of  correspondents. 

MiUxml 

material  prosperity,  and  at  all  times  uphold 
the  dignity  and  assist  in  increasing  the  use- 
fulness of  the  profession  of  medicine,  is  my 

VALEDICTORY. 

earnest  wish. 

W.  A.  HARDAWAY. 

With  the  present  issue  of  the   Record, 
m}^  editorial   connection   with   it  is  discon- 

PROTECTION! 

tinned.  Persistent  ill-health  and  the  press- 
ure of  other  engagements,  have  compelled 
me  to  relinquish,  regretfully,  a  charge  that 
I  took  upon  myself  two  years  ago,  and 
which,  I  can  truthfully  say,  has  been  ad- 
ministered to  the  very  best  of  my  ability 
under  the  conditions  in  which  I  have  been 
placed.  I  established  the  Record  in  the 
hope  of  supplying  a  demand  long  felt  and 
loudly  expressed  by  many  of  my  profes- 
sional brethren  in  this  section  ;  and  while  I 
have,  in  the  main,  adhered  to  my  own 
method  in  its  management,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  favor  with  which 
the  journal  has  been  received — now  being 
in  the  third  year  of  a  gratifying  success — 
that  my  efforts  in  their  behalf  have  been 
appreciated  by  the  medical  public.  I  feel, 
however,  that  if  I  had  been  altogether  freed 
from  the  circumstances  that  have  finally 
compelled  my  resignation,  I  should  have 
been  more  justified  in  the  pardonable  de- 
gree of  pride  which  I  entertain  for  the  result 
of  my  labors.  I  confess  to  having  had 
many  misgivings  when  I  first  launched  the 
Hecord  on  the  uncertain  sea  of  literature, 
knowing  very  well  the  character  of  the  ob- 


As  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  our  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Association,  steps  have  been  taken 
preparatory  to  the  passage  of  legislative 
enactments  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Missouri.  Some  of  the  states  are 
already  enjoying  the  blessings  ( ?)  of  analo- 
gous statutory  provisions,  and  others  have 
the  matter  still  under  consideration.  Hence 
there  is  no  necessity  for  haste  in  our  State. 
Let  us  see  the  working  of  these  laws  in 
other  states  before  we  build  a  Chinese  wall 
to  protect  the  ignorant  among  the  practi- 
tioners within  our  bounds. 

The  Constitution  will  not  permit  a  retro- 
active law  to  exclude  from  practice  any 
who  are  already  admitted.  Therefore,  we 
look  upon  a  rigid  examination  to  exclude 
those  not  possessing  special  kinds  of  knowl- 
edge, as  a  direct  benefit  to  the  wretched 
charlatans  and  -  pretenders  who  will  have  a 
monopoly  of  a  certain  kind  of  practice  for 
many  years  in  case  success  attends  what  we 
can  but  look  upon  as  misguided  efforts. 

There  are  certain  matters  with  which,  we 
are  of  the  opinion,  government  has  no  busi- 
ness  to  meddle.     Among  these,   may  be 
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mentioned,  religious  belief,  style  of  living, 
clothing,  food  and  drink,  and,  as  much  as 
anything  else,  the  kind  of  physician  who 
shall  minister  to  the  citizen's  wants  when  he 
is  sick  or  thinks  he  is.  If  a  man  prefers 
the  clairvo3^ant,  the  "faith  doctor,'  the 
homoeopath  or  the  self-styled  specialist, 
whose  onlj'  qualifications  are  unlimited  as- 
surance and  unblushing  impudence,  to  the 
intelligent,  well-educated,  honorable  phj^si- 
cian,  we  say  let  him  enjo}^  the  privilege,  by 
all  means.  Ours  is  not  a  "paternal  gov- 
ernment," charged  with  the  regulation  and 
supervision  of  the  dail}^  life  and  conversa- 
tion of  the  subject ;  and  we  cannot  help 
thinking  that  governmental  interference  to 
ascertain  the  qualifications  of  the  man  who 
offers  his  services  for  the  cure  of  disease,  is 
of  the  same  nature  as  sumptuary  laws  and 
protective  tariffs  on  manufactured   articles. 

If  the  citizen  suffers  from  the  ignorance 
of  his  medical  attendant,  the  law  affords 
him  protection.  If  he  voluntaril}!^  places 
life  or  limb  in  the  custod}^  of  the  notoriousl}^ 
unqualified  practitioner,  let  him  take  the 
consequences.  If  a  medical  school  furn- 
ishes its  diplomas  to  the  ignorant  and 
debased,  public  opinion  will  soon  frown  it 
down.  If  teachers  are  to  be  found  to 
instruct  students  for  little  or  no  remunera- 
tion, it  is  their  own  affair,  we  can  not 
see  that  the  mere  price  at  which  a  medi- 
cal education  is  obtained,  in  the  least  di- 
minishes or  increases  its  value. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  medical 
instruction  furnished  the  student  at  the 
present  da}"  b}'  even  the  poorest  of  our 
schools  is  equal,  if  not  altogether  superior 
to  that  given  a  half  centurj^  ago  b}"  the  very 
best  of  our  medical  colleges. 

Hence,  if  we  are  to  put  the  medical  pro- 
fession under  the  rule  of  political  ' '  ring- 
masters," let  all  fare  alike — let  the  old  and 
respectable  practitioner,  who  obtained  his 
certificate  of  a  county  or  district  society, 
who  knows  no  more  about  anatomy  and 
chemistry  than  he  does  about  geology  and 
astronomy,    be    examined    without    favor. 


along  with  the  medical  fledgling  of  last 
winter's  course,  the  "  Indian-herb  doctor"' 
and  the  clairv03"ant. 

The  facts  are-  these  :  the  demand  regu- 
lates the  supply  of  doctors  as  well  as  of 
law3"ers  and  divines,  and  the  flattest  will  sur- 
vive and  those  unfitted  will  go  down. 

If  there  are  too  many  in  the  profession; 
and  the  fees  become  reduced  below  a  living 
limit,  mau}^  will  have  to  choose  other  voca- 
tions and  the  people  will  not  suffer  from  a 
lack  of  a  suitable  number  of  qualified  prac- 
titioners to  attend  to  their  wants. 

W.  B.  H. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


Jaborandi — Our  extract  from  Dr.  Craig's 
report  on  jaborandi  gives  particulars  regard- 
ing the  dose  and  mode  of  administering- 
this  new  drug — particulars  which  are  unac-  . 
countably  omitted  from  our  latest  systematic 
work  on  materia  medica  and  therapeutics — • 
we  refer  to  Dr.  Wood's  last  edition. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


Journals.— rThe  Journal  of  Nervous  and" 
Mental   Disease   and  the  Archives  of  Der- 
matology^ are  most  attractive  in  appearance 
and   of   sterling    value.     To    the    special- 
ist in  either  department,  these  journals   are  ■ 
simply  indispensible.     We  are  of  the  opin-  - 
ion  that  no  practitioner,    however   bus}^  he  - 
ma}^  be,  can  afford  to  do  without  these  most 
excellent  quarterlies. 

§00H  ^i^Wm  mi  ^tmm,. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Nerv- 
ous System.  By  Wm.  A.  Hammond, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind 
and  Nervous  System  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University"  of  the  City  of 
New  York ;  President  of  the  New  York 
Neurological  Societ}^,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
With  one  hundred  and  nine  illustrations. 
Sixth  edition,  rewritten,  enlarged  and 
improved.  883  pages.  New  York  :D. 
Appleton  &  Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway, 
1876.  St.  Louis,  Gray,  Baker  &  Co., 
407  North  Fourth  street. 

The  fact  that  five  large  editions  of  a  sys- 
tematic work  upon  a  special  class  of  di'a- 
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<efises  have  been  called  for  and  exhausted  in 
the  short  space  of  four  3'ettrs  is  ample  evi- 
dence of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  an 
intelligent  medical  public.  This  sign  of 
.-approbation  could  onl}^  be  called  forth  b}^  a 
work  possessing  sterling  A^alue,  and  a  care- 
ful examination  of  its  pages  will  convince 
the  attentive  reader  that  such  value  attaches 
to  the  work  now  under  consideration. 

The  present,  the  sixth  edition,  bears  evi- 
'dence  of  such  careful  revision  that  it  is 
-i-ather  a  new  work  than  a  new  issue  of  an 
void  one. 

A  comparison  with  former  imprints  shows 
that  man}^  chapters  have  been  entirely  re- 
written, and  that  the  additions  have  been 
numerous  and  of  great  importance. 

The  introduction  contains  full  descrip- 
tions of  all  the  instrumental  aids  to  the 
•diagnosis  of  nervous  diseases  which  science 
lias  furnished  the  practitioner  who  would 
^:avail  himself  of  everything  which  is  capable 
•of  enabling  him  to  afford  his  patient  the 
best  modes  of  treatment  and  the  speediest 
relief.  The  ophthalmoscope,  the  cephalo- 
iisemometer,  the  sesthesiometer,  the  ther- 
-mometer,  Becquerel's  disks,  Lombard's 
thermo-electric  calorimeter,  the  dynamome- 
\ter,  the  dynamograph,  Duchenne's  trocar, 
"galvanic  and  Faradaic  batteries,  etc.,  etc., 
.are  described  and  their  uses  indicated  in  an 
-extremely  happy  and  instructive  manner. 

The  main  part  of  the  book  is  divided  into 
sSve  sections  : 

-Section  I  is  devoted  to  diseases  of  the 
^rain.  The  chapters  upon  chronic  cerebral 
meningitis  and  upon  multiple  and  diffused 
sclerosis  are  especiall}^  full  and  complete. 
The  article  upon  aphasia  we  consider  to  be 
the  best  to  be  found  in  any  language.  It 
is  simply  inimitable.  The  author's  original 
researches  add  much  to  the  value  of  this  as 
well  as  numerous  other  articles  scattered 
throughout  the  book. 

The  chapter  upon  cerebral  hemorrhage  is 
'exhaustive  in  character  and  the  author  has 
availed  himself  of  the  vast  amount  of  in- 
formation  contained   in  the   works  of  the 


later  French  and  German  writers.  While 
giving  due  credit  to  Duret  for  his  admirable 
researches  upon  the  distribution  of  the  nu- 
trient arteries  of  the  brain,  he  omits  to 
notice  the  fact  that  the  perivascular  canals 
surrounding  the  vessels  in  the  corpus  stria- 
tum and  its  neighborhood  are  larger  than 
elsewhere  and  the  brain  substance  is  pre- 
vented from  giving  them  the  support  which 
it  gives  those  in  other  portions  of  the  en- 
cephalon,  hence  hemorrhage  is  more  likely 
to  occur  in  these  regions  than  elsewhere. 

In  cases  of  cerebral  softening  he  gives  a 
more  favorable  prognosis  than  most  writers 
upon  the  subject.  He  has  eyidently  over- 
looked the  observations  of  Heubner  and 
Duret  upon  the  manner  of  terminal  distri- 
bution of  the  arteries  given  off  by  the  Circle 
of  Willis  and  its  branches,  when  he  saj^s 
(page  158)  "  There  is  no  more  reason  why 
partial  cerebral  anaemia  should  alwaj^s  result 
in  softening,  than  that  ligation  of  the  femo- 
ral artery  should  alwayb  lead  to  gangrene 
of  the  parts  below."  The  reason  appears 
to  be  that  when  the  femoral  is  ligated  the 
collateral  circulation  is  easily  established 
through  the  anastamosing  branches,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  arteries  given  off  at 
the  points  mentioned  are  e^id,  or  terminal 
branches,  and  have  no  anastamotic  connec- 
tions whatsoever.  Hence,  when  they  are 
occluded  by  thrombosis  or  embolism  the 
parts  bej'ond  are,  necessarilj^,  deprived  of 
their  normal  blood- supply  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  softening  must  inevitable  result. 

Section  II,  upon  diseases  of  the  spinal 
cord,  is  the  most  attractive  part  of  the 
work.  Here  is  presented  to  the  ordinar}^ 
reader  a  mass  of  information  upon  some 
very  rare  forms  of  disease,  as  well  as 
some  which  are  common,  which  has,  until 
now,  been  inaccessible  to  him.  The  reader 
of  French  and  German  will  find  that  here, 
for  the  first  time,  is  presented  in  English, 
the  results  of  the  elaborate  researches  of 
Charcot,  Vulpian,  Ha3'em,  Gintrac,  Ollivier, 
Jaccoud,  Leyden,  A.  Mej-er,  Joflro}^  and  a 
crowd   of  others,  in  a  connected  and  com- 
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prehensive  form.  The  chapters  upon  the 
spinal  paratysis  of  adults,  pseudo-hypertro- 
phic  paralj^sis,  glosso-labio-laiyngeal  par- 
alysis and  am^^otrophic  lateral  spinal  scle- 
rosis are  of  e&pecial  value  to  the  student 
who  would  keep  pace  with  our  existing 
knowledge  of  these  interesting  arfd  practi- 
call}^  important  affections, 

Section  III  is  devoted  to  the  interesting 
and  little  understood  class  of  cerebro-spinal 
diseases,  including  along  with  others  :  hj- 
drophobia,  epileps}',  chorea,  hj^steria,  hj's- 
teroid  affections  (cateleps3\  ecstacy  and 
hystero-epilepsy) ,  paral^'sis  agitans  and  ex- 
ophthalmic goitre.  The  latter  should,  we 
think,  be  classed  with  affections  of  the 
sj^mpathetic  s^^stem,  but  our  author  thinks 
our  knowledge  of  the  physiology'-  of  this 
division- of  the  nervous  system  is  still  too 
incomplete  to  allow  of  a  pathological  divis- 
ion of  this  character. 

Section  IV  is  devoted  to  the  diseases  of 
the  peripheral  nervous  sj^stem.  The  chap- 
ters upon  these  affections  are  short,  practical 
and  to  the  point.  That  which  will  prove  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  ordinarj- 
practitioner  being  the  one  devoted  to  neural 
h3^per8esthesia  (neuralgia).  The  brief  di- 
rections for  the  emploj^ment  of  electricit}^ 
will  be  found  of  the  greatest   value  to  all 

who  have  much  to  do  with  this  troublesome 
class  of  diseases. 

Section  V  is  altogether  new,  it  contains 
chapters  describing  certain  common  toxic 
diseases  of  the  nervous  S3^stem.  The  affec- 
tions treated  of  are  plumbism,  alcoholism, 
bromism,  hjTlrargysm  and  arsenicism.  Of 
course,  Dr.  Hammond  does  not  give  us 
here  a  full  treatise  upon  toxicolog}",  but  the 
descriptions  of  the  poisonous  effects  of  lead, 
alcohol,  ete.,  are  given  with  suf!icient  at- 
tention to  detail  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  phj^sician  to  the  real  cause  of  mau}^, 
perhaps,  obscure  s^'mptoms  and  thus  clear 
up  diagnostic  points  of  the  greatest  moment 
in  view  of  prognosis  and  treatment. 

Dr.  Hammond's  views  of  the  treatment 
of  alcoholism  are  at  variance  with  those  of 


some  of  our  best  authorities.  Thus  the 
total- abstinence  plan  of  treatment  is  not 
sufficient^  insisted  upon  ;  and  opium,  or 
one  of  its  alkaloids  is  recommended  in  the- 
acute  form. 

In  conclusion  we  must  say  that  Dr.  Ham- 
mond has  given  to  the  profession  a  most 
excellent  work.  It  is  the  most  complete- 
treatise  upon  the  diseases  of  the  nervous- 
sj^stem  to  be  found  in  any  language.  If  we 
have  found  fault  with  any  part  of  it,  it  has, 
been  only  because  we  would  aid  the  author 
in  removing  a  ver}^  few  slight  defects  froriii. 
a  work  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  for 
a  busy  practitioner  to  write.  The  book 
evinces  a  tireless  industry,  an  earnest  search- 
after  knowledge,  and  unlimited  persever- 
ance which  are  beyond  all  praise. 

The  publisher  has  done  his  whole  dut^^ 
b}"  the  author,  the  work  being  presented  in 
the  attractive  st^'le  which  characterizes  the 
press  of  D.  Appleton  &  Co.         J.  K.  B. 

A  Treatise  on  Surgery  ;  Its  Principles. 
AND  Practice.  By  T.  Holmes,  M.  D.^, 
Cantab.,  Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hos- 
pital, etc.,  etc.  With  four  hundred  and 
eleven  illustrations,  chiefly  by  Dr.  West- 
macott.  Philadelphia :  Henry  C.  Lea,. 
1876.  Pages  XL,  960.  Gray,  Baker  &. 
Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street,   St.  LouiB,. 

If  we  except  those  teachers  of  surgery 
who  are  also  authors,  it  may  be  confident! j 
stated  that  all  concede  the  need  of  an  accu-- 
rate,  concise,  and  comprehensive  text-boolr 
for  the  student  of  surgery,  which  shalli 
faithfull^^  represent  its  present  state,  both 
theoreticall}^  and  practically^  No  proof  of" 
this  need  be  stated  other  than  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  works  whose  authors  hope  to  prove 
equal  to  this  demand.  And  this  fact  is  als€N 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  difficult}'  of  tlie 
undertaking.  To  compress  within  the  lim- 
its of  a  text-book,  properly  so-called,  all, 
that  is  at  present  essential  in  the  science- 
and  art  of  surgery,  and  yet  by  clear  and 
explicit  teaching,  adapt  it  to  the  mind  of' 
the  student,  would  seem  to  be  an  impossible 
task.     This  should  be  remembered   in  any 
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attempt  to  properl}-  estimate  the  efforts  of 
•  an  author  in  this  field. 

Li  the  worlv  now  before  ns,  the  distin- 
;guished  surgeon  of  St.  George's  Hospital 
has,  in  our  opinion,  given  the  student  a 
'book  more  nearly  approaching  our  ideal  of 
what  such  a  book  should  be  than  au}^  other 
of  the  numerous  candidates  for  professional 
favor.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
stj'le  of  composition  is  above  criticism. 
Indeed  Mr.  Holmes  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  clearest  and  most  forcible  professional 
writers  in  the  language.  This,  his  latest 
effort,  will  rather  extend  than  diminish  his 
reputation  in  this  regard.  The  student  is 
everywhere  presented  with  a  concise  and 
jet  sufficiently  comprehensive  statement  of 
facts,  and  in  a  fresh,  attractive  way  seldom 
'-realized  in  scientific  composition. 

The  general  arrangement  is  admirable, 
the  matter  of  one  chapter  or  department 
-being  suggestive  or  preliminary  to  that 
which  follows,  thus  making  a  "  system  of 
surgery"  in  reality  as  well  as  name.  The 
(first  chapter  considers  "  Inflammation  and 
the  process  of  union  in  soft  parts.  Dress- 
.'ing  of  wounds."  This  is  the  most  satisfac- 
'vtory  statement  of  this  difficult  and  coni- 
i43licated  question,  short  as  the  chapter 
..necessarily  is,  that  we  have  seen.  After 
'discussing  the  old  formula  of  "redness," 
-"  swelling,"  etc.,  he  devotes  some  space  to 
the  "  pathology."  By  the  aid  of  a  series  of 
simple  diagrams,  he  elucidates  the  "emi- 
gration" of  the  white  corpuscles  or  "  leuco- 
<iytes "  most  satisfactoril}^  The  attentive 
student  can  not  fail  to  understand  the  re- 
cent doctrines  upon  this  much  discussed 
^Doint  after  examining  this  chapter.  It  will 
^t>e  seen  that  Mr.  Holmes  does  not  take  the 
marrow  view  of  the  mechanicians,  but  after 
ire  vie  wing  the  recent  important  observations 
t^nd  experiments  of  Cohnheim,  Reckling- 
iLausen,  Lister  and  others,  he  concludes  this 
part  of  the  subject  in  these  words : 

"  The  essential  phenomena  of  inflam- 
imation  depend  on  changes  in  all  the 
^"Structures — the   blood,    the   blood-vessels, 


and   the   parenchyma   of    the   part   simul- 
taneousl}'." 

We  quote  the  following,  under  the  cap- 
tion, "Terminations  of  Inflammation,"  by 
wa}^  of  ill^istrating  his  admirable  stjie  : 

' '  The  process  of  inflammation  may  be 
regarded  as  destructive  or  constructive,  ac- 
cording to  the  terminations.  If  the  process 
above  described  should  cease  at  the  point, 
to  which  the  description  has  just  been  car- 
ried, the  blood  stream  will  resume  its  move- 
ment, the  vessels  their  normal  size,  the 
effused  serum  and  the  leucocj^tes  will  disap- 
pear from  the  inter-vascular  spaces,  and  the 
part  will  resume,  in  all  respects,  the  func- 
tions and  appearance  of  health.  This 
termination  is  known,  in  surgical  langua,ge, 
as  '  resolution.'  But  if  this  does  not  occur 
the  inflammatory  exudation  may  become 
organized  into  new  tissue  (organization, 
adhesion) ,  or  it  may  break  down  into  pus 
(suppuration,  abscess),  or  the  tissue  of  the 
part  ma}'  become  softened  and  disintegrated 
(ulceration),  or  the  whole  part  ma}^  die 
(gangrene)," 

We  cannot  refer  to  subsequent  chapters 
in  detail.  His  account  of  special  affections 
is  always  satisfactory  so  far  as  pathology, 
diagnosis,  etc.,  are  concerned,  but  he  is 
often  disappointing,  if  not  absolutely  skep- 
tical about  treatment.  For  instance,  after 
an  excellent  account  of  p^^semia  and  septi- 
aemia,  setting  forth  all  that  is  at  present 
known  as  to  the  cause  and  pathology  of 
these  afl^ections,  he  dismisses  the  "  treat- 
ment" with  a  half  dozen  lines,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is,  in  his  own  words : 
"None  of  the  various  plans  of  specific 
treatment  which  have  been  proposed,  as  by 
quinine,  mercury,  alcohol  or  opium,  appear 
to  exert  the  least  real  influence  on  the  dis- 
ease itself.  All  that  can  be  done  is  to  sup- 
port the  strength,"  etc.,  etc.  If  we  are  not 
mistaken,  this  idea  will  be  met  by  opposi- 
tion from  the  majorit}^  of  American  sur- 
geons. Our  opinion,  based  upon  actual 
observation,  may  be  introduced  here  as 
directly    opposed   to    this    view.      If  qui- 
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nine  and  iron  (the  "tincture")  are  not 
beneficial  in  these  affections,  then  we  may 
.also  discard  them  in  the  graver  forms  of 
-eiTsipelas.  There  is  no  intelligent  practi- 
tioner who  would  presume  to  do  this,  and 
we  think  these  agents  abont  as  advantage- 
ous in  these  affections  as  in  erysipelas. 

It  may  as  well  be  stated  in  this  connec- 
tion, that  we  do  not  think  English  and 
Continental  surgeons  have  mnch  more  than 
begun  to  understa  id  the  real  value  of  qui- 
nine in  its  various  forms.  It  is  of  undoubt- 
ed value  in  kindred  affections  to  those 
just  mentioned. 

The  chapters  upon  syphilis,  scrofula, 
•etc.,  are  superior,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  latest  received  opinions. 

And  now  we  must  pass  over  an  extensive 
field  without  special  note  of  criticism  until 
we  come  to  the  discussion  of  special  disloca- 
tions and  fractures,  to  the  surgical  diseases 
of  women,  etc.  In  these  departments  Mr. 
Holmes  shows  that  he  has  adhered  pretty 
closely  to  his  intimation  in  the  beginning, 
that  his  work  is  founded  partly  upon  his 
observations  in  St.  George's  Hospital  and 
partly  upon  his  S3^stem  of  Surgery  hitherto 
published.  In  other  words,  he  has  virtually 
ignored  American  surgery  and  surgeons, 
both  in  important  matters  of  diagnosis  and 
treatment. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  express  it  as  our 
individual  opinion,  formed  after  witnessing 
the  methods  of  practice  in  the  London  hos- 
pitals, that  in  most  matters  relative  to  the 
treatment  of  fractures,  etc.,  the  eminent 
surgeons  of  that  great  metropolis  are  a 
quarter  of  a  century  behind  us,  while  it  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  discoveries  and  inno- 
vations made  by  J.  Marion  Sims,  and  some 
of  his  follow-countrymen,  created  an  epoch 
in  the  history  of  the  surgical  diseases  of 
women.  The  Englisli  have  followed  at  such 
a  distance  that  we  cannot  regard  them  as 
teachers,  or  even  first-rate  practitioners. 
Mr.  Holmes  should  not  have  done  less  than 
follow  the  great  masters,  both  for  his  own 
sake  and  the  student's. 


If  we  had  space  we  would  point  out  these 
defects,  and  many  other  matters,  in  detail, 
as  we  think  such  omissions  without  excuse 
in  such  a  book.  It  certainl}"  detracts 
materially  from  it  as  a  text-book  for  our 
students,  and  Mr.  Holmes  should  not  hesi- 
tate, in  a  future  edition,  to  render  that  jus- 
tice which  he  seems  so  slow  to  dispense  in 
this.  If  he  does  not,  it  will  be  justly  at- 
tributed to  prejudice,  and  not  regarded  as 
an  oversight. 

On  the  whole,  however,  we  can  cheerfully 
recommend  it  to  the  student  as  superior  to 
most  of  the  works  of  this  class.  L. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  the  Practice  of 
Midwifery.  By  D.  Lloyd  Roberts,  M. 
D.,  M.  R.  C.  p.,  Late  Vice  President  of 
the  Obstetrical  Societj^  of  London,  etc., 
etc.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakis- 
ton,    1875. 

We  have  read  this  little  manual  veiy 
carefull}^  and  the  result  has  been  one  of 
much  pleasure  and  profit  to  ourselves. 
Books  like  this,  brief,  terse  compendiums, 
sometimes  meet  with  very  severe  criticism, 
but  to  our  mind,  when  a  worlc,  whatever  the 
size,  contains  good,  sound  doctrine,  clearly 
expressed,  it  is  to  be  commended,  and  this 
manual  fully  meets  the  requirements.  The 
views  of  treatment  are  all  modern  and  con- 
servative, and  what  is  particularly  gratif}^- 
ing  to  an  American  reader  is  the  author's 
acquaintance  with  our  medical  literature  ; 
the  works  of  Dalton,  Barker  and  others 
being  freely  quoted.  In  the  chapter  on  the 
pelvis  there  is  a  serious  error  made  in  de- 
scribing that  cavity ;  the  positions  of  the 
true  and  false  pelvis  being  reversed  in  the 
text.  This  is,  of  course,  an  oversight. 
The  book  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
will  prove  very  acceptable. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


BOOKS  &  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


An  Introduction  to  Pathology  and 
Morbid  Anatomy.  B}-  T.  Henry  Green, 
M.  D.,  London,  Eellow  of  the  Roj'al  Col- 
lege of  Ph\sicians,  London  ;  Physician  to 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on 
Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy  at  Charing 
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Cross  Hospital  Modical  School ;  Assistant 
Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Consumption 
and  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Brompton. 
Second  American,  from  the  third  revised 
and  enlarged  English  edition.  Illustrated 
b}'  one  hundred  and  eleven  engravings  on 
wood.  316  pages.  Philadelphia:  Henry 
C.  Lea,  1876.  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407 
North  Fourth  street,  St.  Louis. 

The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of 
Child-bed  ;  a  Treatise  for  ph3'sicians  and 
students.  By  Dr.  F.  Winckel,  formerl}^ 
Professor  and  Director  of  the  GyuEecologi- 
cal  Clinic  at  the  Universit}^  of  Rostock. 
From  the  second  German  edition,  with 
manv  additional  notes  b}"  the  author. 
Translated  bj^  James  R.  Chad  wick,  M.  D., 
Clinical  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Women, 
Harvard  Universit}".  484  pages.  Phila- 
delphia: Henry  C.  Lea,  1876.  Gray, 
Baker  &  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  st.,  St.  Louis. 

On  Auscultation  of  the  QEsophagus. 
B}^  Louis  Elsberg,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Lar3'ngologT  and  Diseases  of  the  Throat  in 
the  Universit}^  of  New  York.  Extracted 
from  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  Philadelphia :  Col- 
lins, printer,  705  Ja3'ne  street,   1875.  pp.  4. 

Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion OF  THE  State  of  Arkansas.  Sixth 
Annual  Session,  held  at  Little  Rock,  No- 
vember 1st,  2d  and  3d,  1875.  76  pages. 
Little  Rock :  Little  Rock  Printing  and 
Publishing  Company",   1875. 

The  Transactions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  Instituted  1847. 
Vol.  XXVI,  577  pages.  Philadelphia: 
Printed  for  the  Association.  Collins,  prin- 
ter, 705  Ja3^ne  street.     1875. 

The  American  Medical  Association  meets 
in  Philadelphia,  June  6th.  It  is  expected 
that  this  will  prove  an  nnusuall}'  interesting 
session. 

Dr.  Thomas  N.  Logan,  of  Sacramento, 
Ex-President  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, died  on  the  13tli  of  Februaiy  last, 
aged  68  3'ears. 

New  Work  on  Materia  Medic  a. — Dr. 
Bartholow  announces  that  the  Appletons 
will  issue  his  ' '  Practical  Treatise  on  Mate- 


ria Medica  and  Tlierapeutics"  in  a  few 
weeks.  From  the  known  abilit}^  of  the 
author,  we  ma}^  expect  a  valuable  addition 
to  medical  literature. 

A  Convention  of  Representatives  Of 
American  Medical  Colleges. — We  have 
received  a  cop}'^  of  a  call  issued  for  a  con- 
vention, to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  June 
2nd,  two  da3''s  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  to  con- 
sider all  matters  relating  to  reform  in  medi- 
cal college  work.  That  decided  results  may 
be  reached,  the  "  facult}^  of  each  college  is 
earnestly  requested  to  send  one  or  more 
delegates  clothed  with  plenary  powers,  to- 
determine  final  action  on  ever}^  question. 
Should  any  college  find  it  impracticable  to 
send  a  representative,  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  set  forth  fully  b}''  letter  to  the  conven- 
tion, the  views  it  ma}^  hold  touching  the 
suppression  of  existing  evils  and  methods 
of  practical  improvement.  The  convention 
will  be  called  to  order  in  the  hall  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  at  11  o'clock  a. 
m.,  on  the  da}^  above  mentioned.  Twent}^- 
four  of  our  most  prominent  colleges  have 
already  signified  their  intention  of  sending 
deleo-ates. 

Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  re- 
quests that  contributions  to  surger}^  by 
Americans  should  be  sent  to  his  address  be- 
fore Jul}"^  4th.  The}'  are  to  be  combined  in 
a  Centennial  report  on  that  subject. 


%mm  %tm. 


Medical  Officers. — Dr.  D.  V.  Dean  has 
been  appointed  Resident  Ph3'sician  to  the 
City  Hospital,  vice  Dr.  G.  Hurt,  resigned. 
Dr.  Jas.  O'Gallagher,  Clerk  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  vice  Dr.  "O'Reilly,  resigned. 
Dr.  Geo.  Homan,  Day  Ph3'sician  Cit3'  Dis- 
pensar3',  in  place  of  Dr.  I.  N.  Love,  re- 
signed. Several  minor  officers  have  also 
been  changed. 

Health  of  the  City. — St.  Louis  is  evi- 
dently the  most  salubrious  cit3'  in  the  world, 
for  its  population.  During  one  week  in 
April  the  mortalit3'  was  onl3'  78.  One  week 
in  Ma^'  there  were  but  84  deaths.  Can  this 
be  equaled  in  a  cit3'  of  over  five  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants? 

Ether  vs.  Chloroform  ;  Report  Adopt- 
ed BY  the  St,  Louis  Medical  Society, 
May  13,  1870. — Tlie  connnittee   appointed 
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by  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society  to  con- 
sider what  restrictions  are  necessar^^  in  the 
^ministration  of  anaesthetics,  respectfull}^ 
report  that  their  attention  has  been  confined 
to  tlie  choice  between  the  use  of  chloroform 
and  of  ether,  inasmucli  as  they  have  avoid- 
ed the  fields  of  dentistry  and  scientific  ex- 
periment as  being  foreign  to  the  scope  of 
the  present  inquir3^ 

The  report  is  based  upon  the  statistics 
which  are  incontestably  in  favor  of  the  su- 
perior safet}'^  of  ether.  In  the  community 
where  ether  has  been  the  most  used  during 
the  past  thirty  years,  it  is  said  that  scarcely 
a,  single  fatal  result  from  it  is  known,  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  its  general  sta- 
tistics may  be  equally  good,  when  experi- 
ence in  the  use  of  ether  shall  be  universally 
disseminated. 

But  the  committee  particularl}'  desire  to 
state  that  while  time  and  observation  have 
proved  the  immensely  superior  safety  of 
ether  for  general  anaesthesia  they  have  also 
shown  that  women  possess  a  singular  and 
fortunate  immunit}'  from  the  danger  of 
chloroform  while  in  labor.  It  is  probable 
that  the}'  owe  this  safe  release  from  the 
severest  suffering  of  which  the  human  bodj^ 
is  capable  to  the  blood  being  driven  to  the 
brain  by  the  muscular  efforts  of  labor,  thus 
preventing  that  anaemia  of  the  brain  which 
is  suspected  to  be  a  cause  of  death  from 
chloroform.  Very  3'oung  children  can  also 
take  chloroform  with  comparative  impunity. 

For  general  anaesthesia  the  superior  safety 
of  ether  appears  to  be  influencing  the  opin- 
ions and  practice  of  the  professional  world 
so  widely,  and  the  substitution  of  it  for 
chloroform  advancing  in  so  many  quarters, 
that  the  present  seems  to  be  a  suitable  oc- 
casion for  this  Society  to  state  its  position 
upon  the  subject.  While  it  is  not  within 
the  province  of  the  Societ}",  nor  respectful 
to  the  profession,  to  frame  any  prohibitory 
measures,  3-et  it  seems  eminently  proper 
that  it  should  express  an  opinion  and  throw 
its  influence  upon  the  side  it  considers 
right. 

Your  committee  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  leadiug  surgeons  of  this  vicinit}^ 
and  those  who  give  an  anaesthetic  most  fre- 
quently already  prefer  ether,  but  it  is  de- 
sirable to  stop  entirely  the  dangerous  prac- 
tice of  private  inhalation  of  chloroform  by 
self-administriation,  and  to  recommend  ether 
instead  of  the  pleasanter  and  more  conven- 
ient anaesthetic  in  the  occasional  surgical 
cases  brought  to  the  family  physician. 


In  conclusion,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  are  presented  to  this  Society  for 
its  adoption,  both  in  justice  to  itself,  and 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  public : 

Whereas,  the  extended  use  of  sulphuric 
ether  and  chloroform,  since  their  introduc- 
tion to  the  medical  profession  as  anaesthetics 
in  1846,  has  clearly  shown  that  ether  is  the 
safer  agent,  except  with  women  in  labor  and 
young  children ;  and, 

Whereas,  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society 
of  Missouri  desires  to  make  more  general 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  establish- 
ment of  these  facts  ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
Society  of  Missouri  recommends  the  medi- 
cal profession  of  the  city  and  State  to  use 
sulphuric  ether  for  producing  anaesthesia  in 
the  operations  of  general  surgery  whenever 
it  is  practicable. 

Resolved^  That  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
Society  of  Missouri  i-ecommends  to  munici- 
pal governments,  boards  of  health  and 
trustees  of  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions to  make  the  regulation  that  sulphuric 
ether  shall  be  the  preferred  customary  anaes- 
thetic in  the  institutions  under  their  charge. 

Resolved^  That  this  report  be  communi- 
cated to  the  medical  journals  and  daily 
press. 

[Signed.]  Wm.  Porter,  M.  D., 

Rec.  /Sec'y. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Hospital  and  Mortuary  Statistics. — 
We  find  the  following  items  of  general  in- 
terest in  the  Mayor's  annual  message.  We 
call  especial  attention  to  His  Honor's  re- 
marks upon  hospital  construction,  as  we  are 
of  opinion  that  by  following  out  his  sugges- 
tions, not  only  will  a  great  saving  of  ex- 
pense to  the  city  be  eff'ected,  but  also  better 
hygienic  conditions  be  supplied  for  the  in- 
mates of  our  institutions  : 

THE  PUBLIC  HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  constitute  the  most  expen- 
sive charities  supported  by  the  cit}^  govern- 
ment, and,  in  connection  with  our  sanitary 
interests,  form  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance and  direct  bearing  on  our  growth  and 
prosperit}^  I  have  bestowed  much  care 
and  attention  in  this  direction,  and  have 
been  gratified  to  find  that  the  hospitals  are 
in  excellent  condition,  with  a  wider  useful- 
ness, and  a  better  s^^stem  in  the  manage- 
ment, than  at  any  previous  period  in  their . 
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history.  The  expenditures  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital and  Quarantine,  during  the  last  3'ear, 
were  very  large,  and  believing  that  a  con- 
siderable reduction  might  be  etlected,  with- 
out impairing  their  eiliciency,  the  subject 
was  brougiit  before  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  as  a  result,  the  salary  list  was  revised 
and  the  force  of  employes  reduced. 

The  total  cost  of  the  City  Hospital  last 
year  was  $79,554  18  ;  of  Quarantine,  $52,- 
239  36  ;  of  the  Female  Hospital,  $28,- 
775  b8  ;  of  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  $339  20  ; 
of  the  City  Dispensar}^,  $9,491  24,  and  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  $11,895  56.  The 
total  expense  of  supporting  all  of  the  hos- 
pitals, exclusive  of  the  City  Dispensar}^, 
w^as  $161,508  32.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
the  Health  Department,  including  the  Dis- 
pensar}^  and  Board  of  Health,  was  $182,- 
895  12.  The  capacity  of  the  City  Hospital 
is  about  400  beds,  though  500  can  be 
crowded  into  it  without  great  discomfort  or 
danger  ;  that  of  the  Quarantine  350  to  400, 
when  crowded  ;  that  of  the  Female,  230  ; 
that  of  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  50. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the 
Cit}'  Hospital  during  the  past  3'^ear  was 
2,643  ;  to  the  Quarantine  (which  was  tem- 
poraril}^  closed  the  1st  of  December) ,  1,640  ; 
to  the  Female,  1,230;  to  the  Small-pox, 
136.  The  total  number  of  patients  treated 
in  all  of  the  hospitals  during  the  past  year 
was  5,649. 

Prior  to  Jul}^,  no  record  was  kept  of  the 
number  of  non-residents  who  sought  or  ob- 
tained hospital  treatment.  Since  that  time, 
a  period  of  ten  months,  396  persons,  not 
entitled  to  the  city's  charit}^,  sought  admis- 
sion to  the  hospitals,  of  whom  64  were  sent 
to  the  Hospital,  214  were  treated  at  the 
Dispensar}'-,  and  118  were  refused  treatment 
of  any  kind.  At  the  Dispensar}^,  15,280 
patients  were  treated. 

During  a  period  of  eight  3'ears,  a  total  of 
43,459  patients  were  treated  in  the  charit}^ 
hospitals  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $1,138,- 
256.  The  cost  of  treatment  per  patient  at 
the  City  Hospital  was  $21  12  ;  at  the  Quar- 
antine, $23  64  ;  at  the  Female  Hospital, 
$150  25  ;  at  the  regular  Small-pox  Hospital, 
;  at  the  temporary  Small-pox  Hospital, 
19.  The  average  cost  per  patient  in  all 
of  these  hospitals  was  $26  07.  Basing  the 
calculation  on  this  data,  had  they  all  been 
treated  at  the  Cit}^  Hospital,  there  would 
have  been  a  saving  of  $215,122  05  in  eight 
3^ears  ;  or  an  annual  saving  of  $26,890  25, 
which  is   a    forcible    illustration   that    the 


cheapest  policy  for  the  city  is  to  concentrate 
her  patients  in  one  institution.  The  present 
location  of  the  City  Hospital  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  most  popular  public  park,  and  sur- 
rounded by  residences,  is  not  a  fortunate 
one  ;  but  as  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  its  removal  I  think  its  enlargement  can 
be  readily  effected  by  erecting  on  the  sur- 
rounding grounds  a  sufficient  number  of 
cheap  ^vooden  ouildings,  which  will  afford 
all  necessary  accommodation.  Experience 
has  demonstrated  Ihat  such  structures  are 
among  the  very  best  for  hospital  use,  as 
light,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  can  be 
more  thoroughly  secured  in  them  than  in 
any  large  building  two  or  more  stories  in 


height. 


MORTUARY    STATISTICS. 


There  were,  during  the  past  year,  7,532 
deaths.  If  the  population  as  given  by  the 
Cit}^  Directory  just  published  is  correct,, 
viz  :  498,182,  this  would  be  about  15  deaths-, 
to  ever}^  thousand  of  the  population.  Ac- 
cording to  statistics,  this  is  the  lowest  deatk 
rate  it  is  possible  to  attain  in  large  cities. 
Notwithstanding  this .  very  low  mortality,, 
both  small-pox  and  scarlatina  prevailed, 
during  the  year,  in  a  mild  epidemic  form.. 
From  these  two  diseases  alone  1,111  deaths- 
were  added  to  our  bill  of  mortalit3^ 

With  the  exception  of  the  preceding  year,, 
the  citj^  never  before  enjoyed  such  immunity 
from  disease,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the- 
occurrence  of  the  epidemics  alluded  to,  we 
would  have  reduced  the  per  cent,  of  mor- 
talit}'  below  any  former  3'ear.  As  it  is,  St, 
Louis  is  the  most  salubrious  citj^  of  its  size 
in  the  world,  and  it  was  once  among  the 
most  unhealthful.  With  a  liberal  sanitary 
code,  intelligently  executed,  the  city  will 
doubtless  continue  to  improve  in  the  future  ; 
and  may  we  not  hope,  in  the  beneficent  re- 
sults so  apparent,  is  humbly  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  much  greater  achievements,  which 
the  ampler  means  and  broader  intelligence 
of  later  times  will  infinitel}^  develop  and 
perfect. 

The  per  cent,  of  mortalit}^  for  the  last  five 
years  was  as  follows  :  1875,  1.50  per  cent.  ; 
1874,1.44;  1873,1.90;  1872,1.82;  1871, 
2.12.  From  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  acquire,  the  health  of  the  citj^  has 
steadilj^  improved  with  the  development  of 
our  sewerage  and  other  improvements, 
which  is  only  another  illustration  of  the 
poAver  of  civilization  to  control  or  mitigate 
the  ills  of  humanity. 
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VE  RAT  RUM  VI RIDE   WITH  GEL- 
SEMINUM. 


BY  S.  T.  MENG,  M.  D. 


Believing  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some 
of  your  readers,  I  send  you  the  following 
lines,  in  wMcli  I  have  no  speculations, 
theories  nor  abstruse  propositions  to  offer, 
neither  have  I  made  any  special  discoveries 
to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  my 
professional  brethren.  I  simply  wish  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  usefulness  of  two 
remedies,  both  of  which  are  now  pretty 
generally  known  to  the  profession  ;  but  that 
they  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  profession 
at  large  I  do  not  believe.  I  know  that 
physicians  sometimes  publish  their  opinions 
of  remedies  without  sufficient  patient  and 
protracted  observation.  I  also  know  that 
new  remedies  and  new  compounds  have 
been  for  a  while  greatl^^  exalted,  when  fur- 
ther experiment  and  observation  have  con- 
signed them  justly  to  oblivion.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  case  with  me  in  regard 
to  the  remedies  of  which  I  would  speak, 
but,  on  the  contrar}^,  I  have  been  carefully 
observing  their  effects  in  one  form  or  an- 
other for  more  than  twenty  j^ears. 

As  well  as  I  now  recollect,  Norwood's 
tinct.  of  veratrum  veride,  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  profession  some  twentj^-five  or 
thirty  3'ears  ago,  and  soon  afcer  it  appeared 
in  the  medical  journals  I  procured  and 
commenced  the  use  of  it.  I  found  it  use- 
ful, but  by  no  means  uniform  in  its  action, 
acting  with  more  uniformit}^  in  acute  articu- 
*lar  rheumatism  than  any  other  disease  in 
which  I  used  it.  But  I  must  sa^'  that  I  was 
somewhat  disappointed  and  not  altogether 


satisfied  with  the  ramed}^     I  think  it  was 
some   eight  or  ten  years   after  the  above- 
mentioned  period  when  a  planter  in  Missis- 
sippi, by  accident,  .discovered  the   arterial 
sedative  and  antiphlogistic  properties  of  the 
3^ellow  jessamine,  soon  after  which  it  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  in 
the   form   of  a  saturated   tincture.     After 
having  read  all  I  could  get  hold  of  in  refer- 
ence to  the  remedial  properties  of  the  gel- 
seminum,  it  occurred  tome  that  a  combina- 
tion of  the  two  remedies  might  be  formed 
which  would  meet  two  indications   where 
either  remedy  was  indicated.     I  therefore 
combined  the  two  as  follows  :     Tr.  gelsemi- 
ni   four  parts,    and  tr.   veratri  veridis  one 
part.     In  prescribing  this  combination  for 
an  adult   I  began  with   twenty  drops,    in- 
creasing each  dose  by  five  drops  every  three 
hours,  in  some  excipient,  until  the  desired 
effect  was   produced   or  the  dose   reached 
sixt}^  or  seventy  drops.     I  have  rarely  had 
to   increase  the   dose  to   more  than   fortj^ 
drops.     Very  recently  we  find  in  the  hands 
of  druggists  the  fluid  extract  of  gelseminum, 
labeled  "dose  from  three  to  six   drops," 
which  dose  I  consider  entirely  too  small  to 
develop  the  real   value  of  the   remedy.     I 
have  been  using,  and  am  now  using,  out  of 
a  bottle  labeled  as  above.     I  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  the  dose  there  prescribed,  but  com- 
bine the  two  as  follows  :  Fluid  extract  of  gel- 
seminum two  parts  and  tincture  of  veratrum 
veride  one  part,  mix.     In  prescribing  this 
mixture  I  general!}^  begin  with  twelve  drops, 
and  increase  the  dose  three  or  four  drops 
every  three  hours  until  the  desired  effect  is 
obtained  or  the  dose  reaches  twenty-five  or 
thirty  drops. 

Now  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the 
practical  use  of  these  remedies.  As  above 
stated,  I  have  used  them  in  the  two  forms 
above  mentioned.  I  prefer  the  fluid  extract 
of  gelseminum  to  the  tincture.  The  diseases 
in  which  I  have  derived  the  greatest  benefit 
from  tlie  use  of  the  compound,  are  acute 
rheumatism,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  t}^- 
phoid  fever,  puerperal  fever  and  pleuris}- ; 
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but  above  all,   most  useful  in  pneumonia, 
because    it  is   much  more   frequentl}'   met 
"vvith  in  the  practice  of  all  ph^'sicians  in  this 
•climate  than   an}-  of  the  above-mentioned 
diseases.     It  has   always  been  a  desidera- 
tum in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  to  con- 
trol the  febrile  excitement,  as  well  as  the 
action  of  the  heart  and  arteries.     In   m}^ 
opinion  one  of  these  indications  cannot  be 
met  without,   in   a  greater  or  less  degree, 
•effecting  the  other.     M}-  object  in  prescrib- 
ing this  combination  is  to  meet  both  these 
indications  at  one  and  the  same  time.     In 
mv  hands  no  remed}'   has   ever  controlled 
febrile    excitement    as    does    gelseminum. 
Indeed  I  look   upon  it  as  the  most   potent 
anti-phlogistic  remed}"  now  in  use,  the  lan- 
cet not  excepted,    and   when   used   in   the 
form  above  mentioned,   while  the  veritrum 
veride  controls  the  circulation,  the  gelsemi- 
num just  as  certainly'  reduces  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  patient.     Within  the  last  four 
months  I  have  treated  more  cases  of  pneu- 
monia than  I  remember  ever  to  have  treated 
in  the  same  length  of  time.     I  have  invari- 
ablj^  prescribed  the  above-mentioned  remedy 
with  entire  success.     Iji  many  cases,  on  my 
first  visit  to  the  patient,  I   would  find   the 
pulse  from  a  hundred  and  ten  to  a  hundred 
and  twent}"  per  minute,  and  the  temperature 
from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  four  or 
five.     The  next  day  when  I  would  visit  the 
patient  again,  I  w^ouM,   as  a  general  thing, 
find  the  pulse  somewhere  between  sixty  and 
seventy  per  minute,  and  often  find  the  tem- 
perature as  low  as  ninety-six  or  seven.     I 
could  give  many  cases  in  demonstration  of 
these  facts,  but  think  it  needless  to  do  so. 
The  remed}^,  in  my  hands,  has  not,   in  a 
single  case,  produced  nausea  and  vomiting 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  when  it 
does  have  this  efi'ect,  it  is  quite  easilj^  con- 
trolled by  giving  the  patient  ^  little  brandy, 
whiske}'  or  morphine.     The  only  unpleasant 
effects  I  have   observed    (and   those   only 
where  the  medicine  is  given  in  large  doses) 
were  a  sense  of  constriction  of  the  oesopha- 
gus, slight  paral^'sis  of  eyelids,   and  some- 


times, slightly  distorted  vision.  None  of 
these  symptoms  require  an}'  special  atten- 
tion ;  the}' ,  an}^  or  all  of  them,  soon  pass  off 
bj^reducing  the  dose  or  witholding  the  reme- 
dj^  for  a  few  hours.  This,  however,  should  be 
no  reason  for  abandoning  the  remed}^  where 
it  is  indicated  ;  if  so,  many,  or  perhaps  all, 
of  our  most  valuable  remedial  agents  would 
be  ignored.  I  would  not  be  understood  as 
relying  upon  this  remed}^  alone  in  the  dis- 
eases above-mentioned.  It  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  medicines  ordinarily  used 
in  such  cases.  I  use  it  only  a.s  the  best 
arterial  sedative  and  antiphlogistic  remed}^ 
known  to  me.  While  I  have  never  seen 
an^'thing  said  on  the  subject  by  an}^  writer, 
I  would  remark,  that  in  my  practice  the 
use  of  the  remed}^  h^s  been  a  means  of 
prognosis,  in  other  words,  when  given  in 
the  doses  above-mentioned  and  the  pulse 
and  temperature  failing  to  respond,  my  pa- 
tients die. 

Dover,  Mo.,  April  27,  1876. 
♦-♦-♦ 

ONLY  ONE  YE  An   IN  THE  PR  AC- 
TICE. 


BY  WILLIS  B.  WINSTON,  M.  D. 


Solitude,  adorned  and  ornamented  as  3'ou 
may,  b}^  name  or  circumstances,  is  never- 
theless, repugnant  and  repulsive  to  human- 
it}'.  Weal  and  woe  alike  is  ever  seeking 
companionship. 

Hence,  our  onl}"  apologj^  for  claiming 
your  indulgence  on  this,  our  first  profes- 
sional anniversarj^,  is  a  desire  for  com- 
munit}^,  and  it  xasij  be,  commiseration ; 
especially  that  of  our  many  collegiate 
friends  and  associates  ;  our  colleagues  and 
coadjutors,  who  have  been  scattered  and 
subjected  to  the  same  relations  of  society- 
for  the  past  3'ear. 

While  we  do  not  desire  to  displease,  and 
certainly  not  to  wrong  any  one,  either  in  or 
out  of  the  profession,  yet  in  this  struggle  to 
obtain  a  footing,  we  have  been  somewhat 
disappointed,  and  at  times  have  felt  almost 
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like  solitaiy  and  alone  with  a  ball  too  much 
to  be  moved.  Indeed,  but  for  the  veiy 
good  fortune  in  location,  and  thus  escaping 
the  much-dreaded  old  doctor  whose  constant 
effort  and  pride  is  to  "make  youth  a 
•crime,"  we  should  have  given  up  the  con- 
flict. The  older  members  of  the  profession 
here,  however,  have  extended  to  us  the 
utmost  good  faith  and  charit}',  and  thus  re- 
lieved us  of  that  frigid  inattention,  so  much 
•complained  of  elsewhere,  that  austerit}^  too 
often  practiced  under  the  cover  of  business 
pre-occupation,   or  inadvertence  of  genius. 

If  there  ever  was  an  "  ilias  malorum,"  it 
is  to  be  found  in  the  first  jear  of  a  3'oung 
doctor's  life,  when,  without  patron,  he  is 
plunged  into  the  troubled  waters  of  a  hard 
and  thankless  profession  to  struggle  for  ex- 
istance.  After  leaving  the  walls  of  a  med- 
ical college,  after  quitting  our  professional 
"alma  mater"  with  a  medical  degree,  a 
hard-earned  parchment  credential,  and  the 
healthy  and  benign  valediction,  to  honora- 
bl}^  strive  for  the  mastery  in  the  cause  of 
humanit}^,  literature  and  religion,  as  our 
only  patrimon}',  guide  and  compass,  we 
were  launched  into  the  wonderful  labyrinth 
of  society  one  3'ear  ago  a  fully  fledged  doctor. 

Buoj'ant  with  hope  and  flattered  pride, 
we  returned  to  our  native  place,  and  home 
of  our  bo3'hood,  to  be  awakened  to  the  stern 
realities  of  life's  duties,  and  meet  anxieties, 
perplexities,  and  mortification  through  the 
infirmities  of  man.  However,  we  were  not 
friendless.  The  fathers  of  the  cit}^  of  our 
nativity,  truly  complimented  and  assisted 
us,  bj"  giving  into  our  hands  the  responsi- 
bilitj"  of  caring  for  the  indigent  sick,  the 
houseless  and  homeless,  and  the  guardians 
of  the  count}"  also  occasionally  threw  into 
our  hands  the  welcome  crumb  of  watching 
over  the  welfare  of  the  grated  and  afflicted 
miscreant.  For  all  of  which  we  are  thank- 
ful, and  will  not  prove  ungrateful  for  this 
true  beneficence  at  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  known  us  from  childhood. 

While  responsibilities  like  these  never 
fail  to  prove  a  healthy  stimulant  to   falter- 


ing steps,  and  warm  into  activitj^  dormant 
energies,  yet,  it  is  not  a  recipe  against  all 
the  "  slings  and  arrows  "  of  our  initiation 
into  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  a  maze  be- 
witching— for  there  is  something  attractive 
about  the  profession — 3'et  bewildering. 
Our  first  3'ear  has  proven,  indeed,  a  fierce 
conflict  of  hope  and  fear,  with  onty  here 
and  there  an  inadequate  requital  for  so 
great  mental  and  ph3"sical  wear  and  worr}'. 

We  are  unwilling  to  believe — and  do  not 
— that  our  fortitude  and  courage  is  more 
feeble  than  that  of  the  majority  of  3^oung 
men  ;  and  we  are  also  aware  that  timidity 
is  repulsive  and  degrading  to  the  pride  of 
manhood  ;  3- et  we  imagine  that  the  hoar^' 
veterans  of  the  profession  will  admit  that 
there  is  a  virtuous  timidity,  which  pertains 
to  the  highest  of  our  manhood,  as  well  as 
that  of  childhood  ;  when  in  the  absence  of 
mature  judgment  and  ph3^sical  strength, 
fear  is  the  natural  protection  of  the  30ung- 
ling.  The  same  law  attaches,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  to  the  3"0ung  doctor  ;  no  mat- 
ter what  his  attainments  and  surroundings. 
It  is  peculiarl3'  so,  unsupported  b3^  the  older 
members  of  the  profession,  since  it  is  the 
source  of  an  earnest  and  anxious  desire 
and  search  after  some  safe  rule  of  conduct ; 
some  basis  of  satisfactory,  safe  and  suc- 
cessful action,  some  talisman — so  to  speak 
— b3^  which  fear  and  trembling  at  the  bed- 
side may  be  averted.  Dread  is  the  perpet- 
ual heritage  of  the  profession,  yet,  with  a 
due  regard  and  concern  of  the  more  experi- 
enced for  the  3'outh  of  the  profession,  much 
relief  could  be  afforded.  Our  first  3^ear's 
experience  teaches  that  in  vain  may  any  one 
philosophize  and  reason  against  anxiety  and 
dread  of  blunders  and  ill  success  in  the  first 
3'ear  of  his  professional  life.  We  only  hope 
that  experience  and  familiarit3'  ma3''  prove  a 
quietus,  for  certainl3^  there  is  no  adequate 
compensation,  no  complete  and  full  requital 
for  a  life  of  such  anxiet3^  and  care. 

To  do  the  best  3^ou  can,  we  are  told,  will 
not  paliate  malpraxis  ;  compensate  for  irre- 
parable injur3^,  nor  let  one  escape  from  the 
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grave  responsibilit}"  and  fearful  contempla- 
tion of  dealing  with  life  and  death. 

There  is  but  little  comfort  in  the  logical 
conclusion,  that  the  practice  of  medicine  is 
at  best  an  unequal  conflict  between  an  abso- 
lute, fixed  and  universal  law  of  life,  death 
and  the  uncertain  science  of  medicine ; 
hence,  all  must  lose  patients,  since  all  must 
die.  Nor  is  there  anj^^thing  ver}^  consoling, 
that  the  most  scientific  err  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  and  fall  short  of  success.  And 
quite  as  meagre  is  the  comfort,  in  the  truth 
that  the  best  and  highest  aims  and  object  of 
the  profession  is  to  alleviate  pain  and  pro- 
long life  to  its  ideal  standard — three  score 
years  and  ten — or  perhaps  to  its  physiologi- 
cal limit ;  especially,  since  the  definite  or 
ultimate  strength  of  each  and  every  consti- 
tution must  remain  securely  wrapped  in  the 
wise  and  secret  counsels  of  Omniscience. 
All  these  we  have  tried,  and  found  in  them 
a  mere  oflflce  placebo  that  will  utterl}^  for- 
sake one  at  the  bed-side,  especially'  in  pri- 
vate practice,  where  there  is  no  limit  or 
relaxation  in  the  rigor  of  responsibility,  and 
where  j^ou  are  surrounded  by  influential, 
anxious,  and  often  exacting  friends  and 
fond  relations  who,  when  j^our  head  and 
hands  are  taxed  beyond  endurance,  add  to 
the  burden  and  torture,  the  importunate 
appeal,  "Doctor,  can't  you  do  something?" 

Too  often  within  the  first  sad  3'ear  of  the 
young  man's  playing  and  maintaining  doc- 
tor, does  he  examine,  diagnose  and  pre- 
scribe, under  the  boldest  exterior  and, 
indeed,  theatrical  nonchalance,  with  a  heart 
beating  almost  an  audible  pit-a-pat ;  and 
then  returning  to  his  ofllice  coverts,  reas- 
sures and  confirms  his  opinions  and  actions 
by  authorities  new  and  old  ;  again  returning 
to  his  patient  renewed  in  strength,  and,  as 
he  supposes,  fortified  against  ever}^  contin- 
gency, with  the  orthodox  lessons  and  teach- 
ings of  the  times,  onl}'  to  meet  new  indica- 
tions, additional  complaints,  murmurings 
and  distress,  with  the  same  unkind  and 
merciless  appeal,  "  Doctor,  can't  3'ou  do 
something?"     Or,    perhaps,    worse,    some 


hoary-headed  feline,  who  has  just  reached 
in  time  to  save  the  dear  suflferer,  and  thus, 
in  the  name  of  ethics  and  a  righteous  eff'ort 
to  "  elevate  the  profession^''  he  not  only  pur- 
loins his  neighbor's  patron,  but  filches  from 
him  that  which,  "  in  man  or  woman  is  the 
immediate  jewel  of  their  soul — good  name." 

But,  should  the  3''0ung  man  of  the  pro- 
fession escape  the  querrelous  old  doctor — 
which  he  is  not  likely  to  do — "  conscience, 
that  makes  cowards  of  us.  all,"  is  ever  dic- 
tating the  appropriate  self-interogation  and 
righteous  catechism,  what  is  best  to  do  and 
how  best  to  do  it?  Calling  up  in  rapid 
succession  the  toxic  eflTect  of  remedies,  in- 
compatibilities, constitutional  taint,  anoma- 
lies, and  a  host  of  like  unhappy  associations 
which  are  as  impenetrably  hidden  as  the 
secrets  ©f  creation. 

Idiosyncrasies,  the  risk  of  hypodermic 
administrations,  the  doubt  as  to  how  much 
morphia,  and  whether  anaesthetics  are  ad 
missible,  added  to  the  dread  of  malpraxis, 
and,  indeed,  manslaughter — though  in  the 
name  of  science — is  so  appalling  as  to  al- 
most frighten  one  from  the  contest. 

All  of  this  might  be   softened  and  much 

averted  b}"  the  support  and  encouragement 

of  the   older  members   of  the   profession, 

who,  as  a  rule,  deny  us  that   "  charity  that 

thinks  no  evil,"  and  which  is 

"  Scattered  at  the  feet  of  man  like  flowers, 
To  sooth,  and  heal,  and  bJess," 

throughout  societ}^,  from  the  prince  to  the 
hodman,  from  the  tabernacle  to  the  palace, 
except — I  blush  to  speak  it — in  the  medical 
profession.  We  ask,  whence  comes  this 
want  of  polite  professional  ethics,  this  self- 
ishness and  inhumanity,  this  stigma  upon 
the  profession?  Who  of  our  hoary  Escu- 
lapian  progenitors  of  literarj^  attainments 
and  high  and  costly  schools  will  answer? 
Perhaps  our  garrulous  friend  of  the  *  * 
*  *  *  *  *  will  tell  us ;  at  least 
he  should  be  as  eager  to  explain  this  de- 
plorable condition  as  he  is  to  pull  down  the 
"  scaffolding  by  which  ambitious  men  help 
themselves  up  into  the  temple  of  medicine."" 
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Before  he  should  cast  stones  indiscrimi- 
natel}^ ;  before  he  la}"  on  the  lash  of  ' '  whip 
and  scorn,"  let  him  retrospect  his  own 
*'  walk  and  conversation,"  and  see  if  in  his 
near  past  record  there  is  no  blot  of  profes- 
sional infidelit}'.  Examine  whether  his  own 
domicile  is  not  fragile.  If  he  who  has  a 
palanquin  in  which  to  move,  voluntarily 
gets  into  the  crowded  omnibus,  shpuld  get 
his  prunellos  soiled  or  his  royal  robe  dusted 
by  the  "  cheap  school "  novitiate,  let  him 
not  complain.  If  the  3'outh  of  any  particu- 
lar school  are  to  be  criminated  b}^  reason  of 
inadequate  price,  time  of  pupilage  or  in- 
competent drill,  let  it  be  definitely  pro- 
claimed, and  hush  these  beggarly  insinuative 
aspersions. 

If  we  are  to  be  trammeled  by  a  code  of 
ethics  every  da}^  adroitly  violated  by  our 
seniors  or  legislated  out  by  a  species  of  po- 
litical gambling,  then  the  sooner  the  better 
we  inaugurate  a  young  men's  medical  soci- 
ety' and  prepare  ourselves  to  measure  arms 
with  the  "  OLD  doctors"  in  science  and  in 
ethics. 

' '  The  lioarj"  head  is  a  crown  of  glor}^  if 
found  in  the  wa}'  of  righteousness,"  but  in 
the  medical  profession  it  is  too  often  the 
charletan's  retreat  and  the  refuge  of  ignor- 
.ance,  a  garland  truly  pitiable  and  degrad- 
ing when  purchased  at  the  expense  of 
youth. 

While  we  complain — not  without  cause — 
-of  the  tenor  and  tone  of  the  medical  press 
touching  the  "  elevation  of  the  pyofession" 
we  would  not  be  understood  as  objecting  to, 
but  rather  inviting,  some  equitable  tribunal 
b}^  which  the  merits  of  both  young  and  old 
might  be  adjudged.  Thej'oung  men  of  the 
profession  have  been  glutted  ^'-ad  nauseam'^ 
with  the  constant  and  increasing  babble  and 
fustian  under  the  guise  of  "elevating  the 
jprofession."  Elevation  that  is  worthy  the 
name  cannot  be  attained  b}'  legislation.  It 
must  come  b}"  teaching  and  a  gradual  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  until  society  everywhere 
will  demand  something  more  than  tact  and 
cunning  ;  when  it  will  condemn  and  ignore 


the  lagging  behind  of  the  old  doctor  after  the 
consultation  ostensibly  to  compliment  his 
young  competitor  as  his  special  friend. 
Honorable,  just  and  well  qualified  indeed, 
but  Rumor  says  he  lacks  experience,  and 
Rumor  is  an  honorable  dame  ! 

The  time  is  fast  approaching,  we  hope, 
when  through  the  instrumentality  of  popu- 
lar education,  by  teaching  the  child  every- 
where, and  in  every  school  room,  its  own 
organization  and  the  laws  that  govern  it ; 
when  every  senior  in  the  profession  shall 
exercise  a  greater  and  more  healthy  prtron- 
age  over  those  who  are  sooner  or  later,  to 
take  his  place ;  when  every  old  doctor 
shall  become  a  perpetual  teacher,  and  by 
daily  clinics  establish  a  gradual  process  of 
bequeathing  his  knowledge  and  experience 
to  his  successors.  Then,  and  only  then, 
will  the  profession  be  truly  elevated.  Then, 
and  only  then,  will  the  empiric  be  forced 
out  and  the  regular  profession  be  liberalized 
and  harmonized  into  a  genial  fellowship 
worthy  of  the  true  humanitarian. 

We  know  that  drowning  men  catch  at 
straws,  and  doubtless  some  sage  and  scho- 
lastic old  gentlemen  will  conclude  that  we 
are  being  submerged.  Nevertheless,  we 
assure  them,  we  have  made  bread  ;  yet  we 
confess  we  are  more  than  ever  impressed 
with  the  Divine  lesson  that  "  man  lives  not 
by  bread  alone  "  and  that  there  is  something 
else  wanting  to  constitute  a  safe  pabulum 
of  professional  life.  We  sometimes  wish 
that  the  standard  had  been  fixed  so  high  as 
to  have  ruled  us  out  in  the  beginning  ;  but 
now  we  conclude  to  try  another  3^ear,  and 
then,  if  we  meet  with  no  greater  offerings 
of  peace  and  plenty,  we  may  quit  the  many 
' '  ills  we  have  and  fly  to  others  that  we 
know  not  of,"  as  many  men  of  learning  and 
worth  are  yearl}'  being  forced  to  do,  from 
infidelity  and  the  great  want  of  harmony 
now  existing.  This,  indeed,  is  the  great 
source  of  charlatanism.  Even  men  of  sci- 
entific worth  often  preferring  some  popular 
ism,  or  plausible,  captivating,  but  unsound 
doctrine  to  the  mortification  of  a  just  pride. 
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For  instance,  Hahnemann,  the  father  of  the 
infinitesmal  monstrosit}-  and  folly,  chose  the 
mere  spark  of  truth  contained  in  homoeo- 
path}', with  liberty,  to  a  perpetual  strife 
and  professional  bondage.  Indeed,  is  it  not 
quite  as  reputable  and  honorable  to  play 
upon  the  credulity  of  society  with  the  grain 
of  truth  contained  in  the  doctrine  of 
■*'  Similia  similibus  ciirantiir,"  or  the  vaunt- 
ed ^^  Medicamentum  gratia  prohatum^''*  as  to 
appear  in  the  public  prints  as  attestor  of 
the  supernatural  works  of  any  '''lady  of 
perpetual  Jielp^^'  either  living  or  dead? 
Jefferson  City,  Ma}^,  1876. 


€)mx(^pnAmu. 


*'  the  kentucky  shower  of 
flesh:' 


Editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  your  issue  of  May,  in 
speaking  of  the  "shower  of  flesh,"  you 
say:  "The  explanation  offered  by  Mr. 
Bernadeis  (it  should  be  Brandeis)  seems, 
to  us,  the  more  plausible  ;  Dr.  Hamilton 
may  have  been  furnished  with  a  suppositi- 
tious specimen."  I  learn,  this  afternoon, 
that  Mr.  Brandeis  received  a  specimen  from 
Prof.  Chandler,  from  whom  I  received  mine, 
so  that  the  matter  resolves  itself  into  a 
question  of  accuracy  of  investigation. 
While  assuming  that  the  fungus  nostoc  might 
be  deposited,  and  granting  that  Mr.  Bran- 
-deis'  explanation  is  a  reasonable  one,  I 
must  dissent  from  his  conclusions  in  this 
case.  To  any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the 
appearance  of  lung  tissue,  the  specimen 
under  examination  could  not  be  mistaken. 
Prof.  J.  W.  S.  Arnold  is  perhaps  the  best 
teacher  of  histology  in  the  country,  and  his 
decision  is  certainly  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration. 

The  specimens  were  received  from  the 
editor  of  the  American  Agriculturist.,  who 
had  received  them  from  the  West.  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  think,  to  use  the  words 
of  our  local  politicians,   "  a  job   had  been 


put  up  somewhere,"  and  I  refuse  to  accept 
the  word  "nostoc,"  as  a  synonym  for 
"  lung- tissue." 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Allan  McLane  Hamilton,  M.  D. 

123  E.  30th  St.,  Neav  York,  May  26. 

'■ ♦-♦-♦ 

ZIEMSSEN'S  CYCLOPEDIA. 


Editor  Clinical  Record : 

Dear  Sir  : — Will  3^ou,  or  the  publishers- 
of  the  so-called  Ziemssen  Cyclopaedia,  please- 
inform  me  why  the  work,  as  offered  to  the 
medical  profession  of  America,  is  stripped 
of  its  original  proportions?  Vol.  I,  of  the 
German  edition,, is  devoted  to  "diseases  of 
occupations,"  which  is  altogether  left  out 
of  Wood's  translation.  Vol.  II,  of  the 
original^  forms  volumes  one  and  two  of 
Messrs.  Wood's  mutilated  edition.  I  have- 
not  seen  these  little  variations  noticed  by 
any  of  the  legion  of  laudatory  revieiuers. 
Is  it  possible  that  Messrs.  Wood  have- 
bought  up  the  whole  medical  press  by  pre~ 
senting  sets  of  these  books  ?  For  m}^  party 
I  am  quite  anxious  to  know  ' '  wh}^  is  this 
thus?"  Yours  truly, 

Subscriber  to  Wood's  Mutilation  of 
Ziemssen. 

In  answer  to  our  correspondent,  we  would 
say,  that  we  have  called  on  Messrs.  Brown 
&  Holdoway,  who  are  agents  for  the  sale  of 
Ziemssen's  (so-called)  Cyclopaedia  for  this 
city,  who  say  that  the  first  volume  of  the 
original  is  composed  mostly  of  statistical 
articles  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Ger- 
man cities,  and  hence  of  no  appreciable 
value  to  the  American  reader.  Also,  that 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  propose  issuing  a  sup- 
plementary volume  with  similar  matter  re- 
lating to  this  country. 

Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  deserve,  and  will  re- 
ceive no  favors  at  our  hands,  for  they  have 
never  extended  to  us  the  ordinaiy  courtesies 
which  are  our  due,  but  we  purpose  to  per- 
form our  duty  as  conductors  of  a  medical 
neivspaper,  and  publish  the  truths  without 
fear  or  favor. — Ed.  Record. 
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§v0mAmp  of  ^0miu^. 


THE  CLAY  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY ON  MEDICAL 
REFORM. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Clay  County  Medical 
Society,  held  in  Libert}^,  Mo.,  on  May 
9th,  1876,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  it  is  evident  that  strenuous 
efforts  are  being  made  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession throughout  the  United  States  to  re- 
form our  system  of  medical  education  and 
thereby  elevate  the  standard  of  graduation, 
which  is  so  much  desired,  and  believing 
that  this  can  onl}^  be  accomplished  by  first 
requiring  that  all  medical  students  should 
have  at  least  a  good  English  education,  and 
second,  that  the  examination  for  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  should  be  thorough,  and  that  pre- 
ceptors may  be  able  to  know  which  indi- 
vidual professor  of  the  medical  schools  it  is 
who  passes  incompetent  applicants,  we  do 
resolve,  that 

Firsts  We  will  not  receive  in  our  offices, 
any  student  who  has  not,  at  least,  a  thor- 
ough English  education,  in  addition  to  a 
proper  moral  qualification. 

Second^  We  will  not  recommend  to  our 
students,  any  medical  college  which  has  not 
ample  hospital  facilities  (at  least  three  hun- 
dred beds) ,  or  any  college  where  the  exam- 
ination for  M.  D.  is  not  thorough. 

Thirds  We  would  earnestly  recommend 
that  medical  colleges  adopt  a  system  similar 
to  the  university  system,  in  which  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  can  only  be  obtained  by 
graduation  in  each  of  the  particular  branches 
of  medicine  as  taught. 

Fonrth^  We  cordially  invite  the  coopera- 
tion of  all  the  medical  societies  in  this  and 
other  States  in  enforcing  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

Fifth,  These  resolutions  be  sent  for  pub- 
lication to  the  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record 


and   the   St.  Louis   Medical   and   Surgical 
Journal. 

Done  by  order  of  the  Clay  County  Medi- 
cal Society. 

Dr.  STEPHEN  RITCHIE, 
E.  H.  Miller,  M.  D.  Pres't. 

Secretary. 

Hardy's  Method  of  Rapid  Cure  op 
Scabies. — Dr.  E.  Or}^  reports  the  following 
from  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Hardy,  at  the  St. 
Louis  Hospital,  Paris.  We  translate  from 
Le  Frogres  Medical,  for  May  20,  '76  :  It 
is  well  known  that  Hardy  has  reduced  the 
time  of  treatment  of  itch  to  less  than  two 
hours.  It  is  true  that  this  treatment  may 
irritate  the  skin,  and  may  be  the  cause  of 
manifestations  of  a  diathesis  ;  but  the  para- 
site may,  of  itself,  provoke  similar  erup- 
tions in  subjects  predisposed  to  them.  The 
following  is  the  treatment  of  simple  itch^ 
which  is  in  use  at  St.  Louis  Hospital.  The 
treatment  is  commenced  by  rubbing  the  en- 
tire surface  of  the  patient's  body  with  black 
soap  diluted  with  water.  This  friction 
should  extend  to  ever}^  part,  for  the  acarus 
is  met  with  everywhere  (except  upon  the 
face) .  This  first  operation  is  prolonged  for 
twenty  minutes ;  in  this  way  the  skin  is 
washed,  the  crusts  and  dirt  are  removed,  the 
epidermis  begins  to  soften  and  the  furrows 
are  opened  in  which  the  acarus  and  its  eggs 
are  found.  A  tepid  bath  is  then  taken; 
after  a  stay  therein  of  forty  minutes  the 
skin  is  somewhat  macerated,  the  epidermis 
resists  no  longer,  the  groove  made  by  the 
acarus  is  transformed  into  an  open  trench. 
Now,  the  skin  is  to  be  rubbed  everyiohere 
rather  roughly  with  an  ointment  made  after 
the  following  formula : 


R     Axunge 

Sulphur 

Potass,  sub-carb. 
M. 


gr.  Ixxx. 

•     gr.  xl. 


Care  must  be  taken  that  the  ointment  is 
well  made,  free  from  granules,  which  would 
be  irritating  and  cause  painful  excoriations. 
To  this  end  the  salt  should  be  mixed  with 
the  sulphur  only  after  solution.  This  sul- 
pho-alkaline  pomade  of  M.  Hardy  is  much 
less  irritating  than  Helmerich's,  anditspar- 
aciticide  action  is   sufficient.     But   strong 
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frictions  are  necessary  to  bring  this  pomade 
into  contact  with  the  parasite.  As  to  the 
duration  of  this  contact,  it  varies  with  the 
possibilit}'  of  the  patient  stajing  in  the 
hospital ;  after  it  an  emollient  bath  is 
prescribed. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  possibility'  of  re- 
lapses, it  is  prudent  to  renew  the  general 
friction  of  the  surface,  two  days  after  the 
first  application,  and  allow  the  pomade  to 
remain  upon  the  bod}^  an  entire  night. 

The  emollient  baths  which  finish  the 
treatment  should  be  repeated  on  several 
consecutive  da3'S,  for  a  very  painful  itching 
often  remains  behind.  This  is  a  nervous 
phenomenon  which  is  calmed  b}^  emollients, 
while  frictions  excite  it  and  increase  the 
production  of  accessory  eruptions. 

The  foregoing  is  the  treatment  of  simple 
itch. 

But  often  the  state  of  the  skin  will  not 
allow  of  the  immediate  use  of  these  fric- 
tions. Prof.  Hardy  thinks,  in  fact,  that  to 
subject  the  patient  to  frictions  when  the 
secoudar}^  eruptions  are  very  intense,  only 
causes  useless  suffering  and  is  hurtful ;  for 
then,  besides  the  considerable  pain  caused 
by  the  frictions,  the}^  are  without  result, 
because  the  patient  is  not  rubbed  thor- 
oughly ;  the  eggs  and  the  acari  escape  con- 
tact, and,  a  few  days  afterward,  a  relapse 
occurs.  It-  is  better  to  be  patient  a  few 
daj's,  calm  the  irritation,  if  it  is  very  in- 
tense, by  soothing  applications,  by  starch 
poultices,  by  laving  with  flax-seed  tea,  b}^ 
covering  him  with  rubber  cloth,  by  full, 
emollient  baths,  and,  finall}',  by  extreme 
care  and  cleanliness.  After  some  days  of 
preparatory  treatment,  we  may,  with  prob- 
ability of  success,  undertake  in  these  cases 
the  parasiticide  treatmeiit. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  persist- 
ence of  the  itchings  after  the  cure  of 
scabies;  some  patients,  not  believing  them- 
selves cured,  ask  for  renewed  frictions, 
which  would  have  no  other  effect  than  that 
of  irritating  the  skin  still  more  ;  we  should 
then  wait,  and  t)nly  prescribe  it  anew  when 
we  find  the  furrows  and  vesicles  which  are 
the  evidences  of  relapse,  between  the 
fingers  and  upon  the  wrists,  upon  the  loins 
and  penis. 

Finally,  sometimes  an  eruption,  devel- 
oped under  the  influence  of  scabies,  such  as 
an  ekzema  upon  the  loins,  persists  for  a 
long  time,  it  maj'  be  years,  after  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  itch.  These  eruptions  are 
to  be  treated  like   the  diathetic   manifesta- 


tions without  regard   to  the  exciting  cause 
which  has  determined  their  apparition. 

Diagnosis  of  Hyivrophobia. — The  falla- 
cies attending  a  diagnosis  of  hydrophobia 
are  strikingly  illustrated  by  a  case  which 
occurred  a  few  days  ago  at  Leamington. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  a 
woman,  aged  fortj-six,  who  wais  popularly 
supposed  to  have  died  in  consequence  of 
hj'drophobia  caused  by  a  bite  of  a  cat.  A 
month  after  receiving  the  bite  a  convulsive 
attack,  ushered  in  a  period  of  restlessness 
and  nervousness,  during  which  the  bite  was 
evidently  foremost  in  her  mind.  These 
symptoms  lasted  ten  days,  and  suggested 
to  the  medical  men  in  attendance  the  prob- 
ability, and  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
the  certainty  of  hydrophobia.  Its  distinc- 
tive sj'^mptoms,  however,  were  absent,  and 
on  the  eleventh  day  an  attack  of  epilepti- 
form convulsions  occurred,  followed  by 
hemiplegia,  coma  and  death.  A  certificate 
of  apoplexy  and  hemiplegia  was  properly 
given,  but  the  popular  supposition  of  hy- 
drophobia led  to  an  inquest.  This  was 
adjourned  in  order  that  a  post-mortem  ex- 
amination might  be  made,  which  showed 
meningeal  hemorrhage  and  granular  con- 
tracted kidnej's,  conditions  amply  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  whole  of  the  sj^mptoms. 
The  case  itself  is  instructive.  Bites  from 
dogs  and  cats  are  common ;  cerebral  dis- 
eases leading  to  general  sj^mptoms  are  not 
very  rare.  The  occurrence  of  the  two  inci- 
dents generally  leads  to  the  inference  that 
the  bite  is  the  cause  of  the  S3anptoms,  and 
when,  in  addition,  a  state  of  nervousness 
and  rabiophobia  is  present,  the  S3'mptoms 
are  rendered  complex,  and  the  diagnosis  is 
a  matter  of  some  difficult}'. — Lo7iclon  Lan- 
cet, April  15,  'lid.— The  Cli7iic,  May  27. 

Alcoholic  Stimulants  During  Expos- 
ure TO  Cold. — Where  men  are  subject  to 
great  and  prolonged  exposure  to  cold,  ex- 
perience has  taught  them  the  danger  of  tak- 
ing spirits  while  the  exposure  continues. 
M}^  friend  Dr.  Fayer  told  me  that  when 
crawling  through  the  wet  heather  in  pursuit 
of  deer  on  a  cold  daj'  he  offered  the  keeper 
who  accompanied  him  a  pull  from  his  flask. 
The  old  man  declined,  sa^'ing,  "No,  thank 
you,  it  is  too  cold."  The  lumberers  in 
Canada  who  are  engaged  in  felling  timber 
in  the  pine  forests,  living  there  all  Winter, 
sleeping  in  holes  dug  in  the  snow  and  laying 
on   spruce   branches  covered   with  buffalo 
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robes,  allow  no  spirits  in  their  camp,  and 
destroy  an}"  that  ma}^  be  found  there.  The 
experience  of  Arctic  travellers  on  this  sub- 
ject is  nearl}^  unanimous  ;  and  I  owe  to  my 
friend,  Dr.  Milner  Fothergill,  an  anecdote 
which  illustrates  it  in  a  very  striking  way : 
A  party  of  Americans  crossing  the  Sierra 
Nevada  encamped  at  a  spot  above  the  snow 
line,  and  in  an  exposed  situation.  Some  of 
them  took  a  good  deal  of  spirits  before 
going  to  sleep,  and  they  lay  down  warm 
and  happj^ ;  some  took  a  moderate  quantit}^ 
and  the}'  lay  down  somewhat  but  not  very 
■cold  ;  others  took  none  at  all,  and  they  lay 
clown  very  cold  and  miserable.  Next 
morning,  however,  those  who  had  taken  no 
spirits  got  up  feeling  quite  well,  those  who 
had  taken  a  little  got  up  feeling  cold  and 
wretched,  and  those  who  had  taken  a  good 
deal  did  not  get  up  at  all ;  they  had  per- 
ished from  cold  during  the  night.  Those 
ivho  took  no  alcohol  kept  their  heart  warm 
at  the  expense  of  their  skin,  and  they  re- 
mained well ;  those  who  took  much  warmed 
their  skin  at  the  expense  of  their  heart,  and 
the}'  died. 

But  while  alcohol  is  thus  injurious  during 
prolonged  exposure  to  cold,  the  case  is  very 
different  after  the  exposure  is  over,  and  its 
administration  may  then  be  very  beneficial. 
— Dr.  T.  Lauder  Brunton.,  in   Practitioner. 

Sphacelus  of  the  Thyroid  Gland  ; 
Recovery. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  held  Feb. 
8,  '76,  the  particulars  of  a  case  were  sub- 
mitted of  idiopathic  inflammation  of  the 
neck,  occurring  in  a  healthy  man,  aged 
thirty- eight  years,  which  was  followed  by 
death  of  the  thyroid  body  and  extensive 
sloughing  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
part.  The  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery, 
and  had  since  suffered  no  discomfort  of  any 
kind  from  the  absence  of  the  gland.  The 
great  rarity  of  such  cases  was  alluded  to, 
various  German  practitioners  had  placed  on 
record  a  few  examples  of  a  similar  nature. 
Lebert,  in  his  work  on  "Diseases  of  the 
Thyroid  Gland,"  refers  to  several  similar 
■cases,  and  gives  the  particulars  of  two,  in 
which  the  symptoms  and  course  of  the  dis- 
ease were  almost  identical  with  the  case 
under  discussion.  Four  of  these  cases  re- 
covered, and,  although  the  destruction  of 
the  gland  was  complete,  they  did  not,  in 
any  way,  experience  inconvenience  from  its 
loss.  This  w^OLild  lead  to  the  supposition 
that,  in  the  adult,  the  thyroid  body   ceases 


to  possess  much  functional  importance. — 
Canada  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.^  April,  '76. 

Kava-Kava,  a  Remedy  for  Gonorrhoea. 

— The  New  York  Medical  Record  quotes  the 
following  from  the  Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris.,  for 
April  1st :  An  infusion' of  the  root  of  the 
kava-kava  {Piper  methysticum)  has  long 
been  a  popular  remedy  for  gonorrhoea  in  the 
Pacific  islands.  Three  or  four  scruples,  or 
even  more,  of  the  grated  root  are  macerated 
for  five  minutes  in  two  pints  of  water,  the 
whole  being  frequently  shaken  up.  This 
water,  after  filtration,  is  given  in  two  doses 
during  the  day,  before  or  after  meals,  and 
repeated  every  day  until  a  cure  is  effected. 
Twenty  minutes  after  the  first  dose,  a  press- 
ing desire  to  urinate  is  experienced.  The 
quantity  of  urine  is  abundant  and  it  be- 
comes limpid  and  clear,  almost,  as  water. 
The  pain  that  was  present  during  the  previ- 
ous micturitions  disappears,  and  a  sensation 
of  comfort  is  experienced  in  urinating.  A 
cure  requires  ten  or  twelve  days.  The 
kava,  moreover,  acts  like  a  bitter  tonic.  It 
is  pleasant  to  take,  stimulates  the  appetite, 
does  not  derange  the  digestive  functions,  and 
produces  neither  diarrhoea  nor  constipation. 

Hypodermic  Injections  of  Coffee  and 
Whiskey  in  Opium  Poisoning. — Dr.  John 
M.  Flood,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  reported  the 
case  of  a  patient  who  was  so  profoundly 
narcotized  that,  for  a  time,  the  respirations 
were  but"  one  per  minute,  and  the  pulse 
forty-two  per  minute.  For  the  space  of 
four  hours  the  hypodermic  syringe  was  con- 
stantly used  injecting  whiskey  and  coffee, 
and  several  times  during  the  same  period, 
tincture  of  belladonna  was  injected  in  doses 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  drops.  Success  at 
length  rewarded  these  measures.  Probably 
more  than  two  hundred  injections  of  whis- 
key and  coffee  were  administered  in  the 
space  of  four  hours. — Proceedings  of  Che- 
mung County  Medical  Society. — New  York 
Medical  Record^  May  20. 

Delivery  of  a  Living  Child  from  a 
Dead  Mother. — Dr.  Kelly  {Am.  Jour,  of 
Obstetrics.,  Nov.  1875)  reports  a  case  in 
which  a  woman  died  in  labor  from  rupture 
of  a  thoracic  aneurism.  The  os  was  rapidly 
dilated,  and  a  living  child  delivered  in 
about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  death  of  the 
mother.  The  child  has  since  done  w^ell. 
Cases  have  been  reported  in  which  live 
children  were  born  half  an  hour  after  tlie 
death  of  the  mother. — Clinic. 
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INSTITU- 


I. 

THE    MATERNITY    HOSPITAL  OF    THE    ST.  LOUIS 
LYING-IN   CHARITY. 

With  the  adA^ent  of  %he  Christian  era  came 
the  exaltation   of  Charity   to  the  supreme 
place  among  human  T-irtues.     But  the  error 
of  considering   indiscriminate    alms-giving 
as  the  mode  of  expression  of  this   virtue, 
soon  assumed  immense  proportions,  and  has 
been   productive   of  wide-spread  injury   in 
every  land  enlightened  by  the  religion  of  the 
Prince    of    Peace.     Pauperism,   its    conse- 
quences   and   its   proper   prophylaxis,    are 
among  the  most  important  problems  to  be  met 
by  the  social  scientist.    Many  and  widely- 
divergent   have   been  the   plans  of  action 
proposed  to  oVercome,  or,   at  least,   lessen 
the  enormous   evils  of  povert}'.     Many  of 
these  plans  are  the  merest  chimeras  of  the 
warm-hearted   enthusiast,    many    but    the 
evasions  b}^  the  selfish   of  the  duties  we  all 
owe  to  poor,   suffering  humanity.     In  the 
series  of  papers,  of  which  this  is  the   first, 
we  purpose  to  lay   before  our   readers   the 
facts  in  relation  to   the  institutions  in  our 
midst  which  nearly  or  remotely  deal,  or  at- 
tempt to  deal,    with  this    subject.     As  we 
write  only  after  fall  investigation,  our  read- 
ers may  safely  rely  upon  our   statements. 


We  have  selected  the  Maternity  Hospital 
of  the  St.  Louis  Lying-in  Charity  as  the 
subject  of  our  first  article,  for  the  reason 
that,  to  us,  its  plan  of  operation  seems  the 
best  of  any  charitable  institution  which  has^ 
as  yet,  come  under  our  notice. 

The  Charity  was  duly  incorporated  m 
1874.     Its  objects  are  : 

"1.  To  furnish  gratuitously  skillftd  at- 
tendance to  indigent  women  in  labor  at  their 
own  homes. 

2.  To  furnish  proper  accommodation  and 
skillful  medical  attendance  to  women  who 
desire  an  asylum  during  the  period  of  their 
confinement." 

The  work  necessitated  by  the  far-reaching 
objects  of  this  charity  is  divided  between  : 

1.  A  ladies'  committee,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  recommend  to  the  medical  oflScers,  cases 
which,  in  their  judgment,  are  proper  sub- 
jects of  the  benefits  of  the  charity ;  to  give 
personal  attention  to  such  cases,  and  see 
that  no  imposition  is  practiced  ;  and  to  visit 
the  hospital,  inspect  all  its  departments  and 
report  thereon  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 
This  committee  is  composed  of  thirty  ladies 
of  the  highest  social  position,  whobe  names 
are  a  guarantee  that  the  work  thus  assumed 
so  self- sacrificingiy  will  be  done  in  the  most 
impartial  and  thorough  manner. 

2.  A  Board  of  Directors,  which  is  appro- 
priately composed  entirely  of  physicians. 
This  board,  for  1876,  is  composed  of  Drs. 
J.  B.  Johnson,  president ;  Geo.  J.  Engel- 
mann,  secretary  ;  John  T.  Hodgen,  Adol- 
phus  Wislizinus,  Phillip  Weigel  and  G-. 
Baumgarten.  In  them  is  vested  the  medi- 
cal organization  of  the  Charity.  From  the 
long  experience  of  these  gentlemen  in  con- 
nection with  medical  institutions,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  everything  connected  Avith  the 
management  of  the  Charity  will  be  con- 
ducted in  the  best  possible  manner. 

3.  Contributing  members.  These  com- 
prise many  of  our  most  charitable  citizens, 
who  contribute  from  five  to  one  thousand 
dollars  each  toward  the  support  of  the 
Charit3\ 
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The  medical  staff,  who  do  the  work  of  the 
Charity,  is  composed  of  the  following : 
Physician  in  Chief,  Dr.  Geo.  J.  Engel- 
mann  ;  Consulting  Physician,  Dr.  G-.  Baum- 
garten ;  Physicians,  Drs.  E.  M.  Nelson, 
Walter  Wyman,  W.  E.  Fischel,  A.  M. 
Bierwirth,  Ed.  Evers  and  I.  N.  Love ; 
Superintending  Midwife,  Mrs.  Carpentier. 
In  addition,  the  Charity  has  at  its  disposal, 
the  services  of  the  graduating  class  of  the 
St.  Louis  School  of  Mid  wives,  during  the 
year  following  their  graduation.  Every 
case  of  labor  is  conducted  by  one  of  these 
midwives  commencing  practice,  under  the 
e3^e  of  men  already  experienced  in  obstet- 
rics. Thus  the  midwife  is  duly  inducted 
into  ihe  practice  of  the  science  without  the 
possibility  of  injury  to  the  patient,  and  with 
advantage  to  her  future  patrons.  The  ad- 
vantages of  this  plan  are  obvious. 

The  hospital  is  a  small  one  ;  and  there  is 
no  intention  of,  at  any  time,  erecting  a  large 
building,  to  become  a  center  of  infection. 
It  is  beautifully  situated  in  a  quiet  neigh- 
borhood, easy  of  access,  and  kept  in  the 
best  sanitary  condition. 

But  the  peculiar  feature  to  which  we 
would  invite  attention,  is  the  system  of 
close  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  each  case, 
carried  out  in  every  instance  before  it  can 
become  a  subject  of  the .  relief  offered  by 
this  charity. 

Indiscriminate  alms-giving  has  encour- 
aged the  growth  of  a  class  of  able-bodied 
paupers  in  every  civilized  community  which 
is  ever  upon  the  increase.  The  time  is  past 
for  maudlin  sentimentality  upon  the  subject 
of  charity,  and  the  only  hope  for  relief  to 
the  over-burdened  tax-payer  is  in  a  rigid 
inspection  of,  and  personal  inquiry  into  the 
merits  of  every  case  presenting  itself  for 
public  or  private  aid  and  assistance.  Hab- 
its 01  self-reliance,  with  which  comes  self- 
respect,  must  be  encouraged  in  the  poor. 
Employment  offered  to  those  capable  of 
aiding  themselves  even  partially,  becomes 
the  greatest  boon  that  charity  can  bestow. 
Thus,  we  hold  that  the  great  capitalist  who 


employs  a  multitude  of  operatives  at  living 
wages  is  a  greater  philanthropist  than  a 
Peabody. 

But  to  return  to  our  subject,  a  proper  in- 
quiry into  cases  of  alleged  poverty,  and  a 
judicious  bestowal  of  assistance  at  the  time' 
it  is  needed,  and  continued  no  longer  than! 
it  is  required,  is  the  best  mode  of  assisting 
the  poor.  This  is  the  mode  of  action  of  the- 
St.  Louis  Lying-in-Charity.  A  little  assist- 
ance at  Jiome  often  prevents  a  resort  to  a 
public  hospital,  and  the  consequent  degra- 
dation, loss  of  self-respect,  and  an  indefi- 
nite increase  in  the  army  of  paupers. 

We  had  intended  to  have  considered  the 
subject  of  small,  isolated  hospitals  versus-. 
the  large,  architectural  buildings  designed 
for  the  treatment  of  the  si-ck,  and  especially 
in  relation  to  lying-in  institutions,  but  we 
shall  have  to  defer  this  part  of  our  subject 
to  a  future  number. 


» ♦ » 


''AS  OTHERS  SEE  US.'' 


We  quote  the  following  from  the  New 
York  Herald's  account  of  the  visit  of  the 
emperor  of  Brazil  to  St.  Louis,  May  15th 
and  16th,  in  the  hundredth  year  of  Ameri- 
can independence : 

' '  From  the  unfinished  structure  which  i& 
to  be  the  custom-house,  the  imperial  party 
proceeded  to  visit  the  Insane  asylum,  where 
there  are  some  three  hundred  unfortunates, 
confined.  The  want  of  proper  means  for 
heating  the  sleeping  rooms  of  the  inmates- 
during  the  winter  was  commented  on  by  his 
majesty,  who  also  found  that  the  bathing: 
facilities  of  the  establishment  were  lament- 
ably deficient.  The  system  of  personal 
restraint  he  also  condemned,  although  it 
was  evident  that  it  was  used  with  judgment 
and  humanity.  The  Emperor  considered 
that  it  was  better  to  place  violent  prisoners 
in  separate  cells  and  have  them  wholly  free 
from  bond  or  shackle. 

When  asked  how  the  Insane  asylum  com- 
pared with  similar  institutions  in  his  own 
country,  he  said  that   the    asylum    at   Rio 


60 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


Janeiro  was  conducted  on  a  much  better 
system.  The  Poor  House,  with  its  large 
number  of  Idle  dwellers  and  a  mass  of 
insane  prisoners,  w'ho  presented  a  mis- 
erable spectacle,  did  not  make  a  very 
favorable  impression  on  the  Emperor's 
mind." 

We  suppose  every  one  will  admit  that 
Dom  Pedro  II  is  a  good  business  man, 
although  he  holds  the  scepter  over  ten  mil- 
lion Americans ;  hence  his  views  are  enti- 
tled to  the  consideration  due  to  those  of  one 
wdio  has  had  to  meet  the  question  of  the 
proper  disposition,  support  and  treatment 
of  sane  and  insane  paupers.  This  question 
is  alreadj^  attracting  general  attention,  and, 
if  w^e  mistake  not,  will  assume  greater  pro- 
portions in  the  future. 

It  is  not  stated  that  his  majesty  of  Brazil 
was  informed  of  our  pleasant  and  easy 
method  of  ridding  ourselves  of  superfluous 
lunatics,  exemplified  in  the  conium  acci- 
dent (?)^  the  fall-from-the-window,  and  the 
fall-from-the-roof  accidents  (?) ,  etc.,  etc., 
■of  the  last  year.  If  he  had  been  told  of 
these  facts,  he  could  but  have  admired  the 
present  beautiful  system  of  management 
still  more  than  he  did  that  of  indiscriminate 
restraint,  the  defective  bathing  and  heating 
arrangements,  etc.  The  comparison,  no 
doubt  a  just  one,  which  he  drew  between 
the  County  asjdum  and  that  situated  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  must  be  refreshing  reading  to 
our  citizens  who  proudly  boast  of  the  en- 
lightenment of  our  own  happy  countr}^,  and 
grudgingl}^  admit  the  South  American 
states  into  the  list  of  civilized  lands. 

But  our  own  Count}^  institutions  are  no 
worse  than  others  to  be  found  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  This  is  a  poor 
source  of  satisfaction,  but  there  are  so  few 
open  to  us  when  we  approach  this  disgust- 
ing subject  that  we  avail  ourselves  of  it. 
Other  counties  are  burdened  with  equall}^ 
corrupt  office-holders,  equally  dishonest 
distributors  of  food  and  clothing  to  their 
starving  poor.  Let  us  comfort  ourselves 
with  the  thought. 


Dr.  Bucknill,  the  leading  English  author- 
it}^  upon  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  visited 
this  countr}^  last  year  and  inspected  many 
of  our  best  institutions  for  the  treatment  of 
mental  aflections.  Since  his  return  he  has 
written  some  articles  for  the  Lancet  con- 
demning, in  the  strongest  terms,  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  emplojdng  restraint  so  freel}^ 
as  it  is  in  use  in  even  the  best  of  our  asy- 
lums. In  England  every  instance  of  the 
employment  of  restraint  in  any  form 
(straight-jacket,  camisole,  locked-chair, 
locked-bed,  muff,  wristlets),  or  seclusion, 
(isolation  in  a  separate  room)  must  be  re- 
ported to  the  commissioners  in  lunacy ; 
and  the  extent  to  which  the  sj^stem  of  non- 
restraint  has  reached,  is  almost  incredible 
to  the  American.  It  is  safe  to  assert  that 
not  one-tenth  the  amount  of  restraint  is 
applied  in  the  English  asjdums  that  there  is 
in  American  houses  of  the  same  popula- 
tion. 

It  is  evident  that  American  freemen  may 
still  learn  something  of  true  liberty  from 
the  aristocrats  of  England  and  the  Bour- 
bons of  Brazil. 

♦-♦-♦ 


MEDICAL  REFORM. 


Once  upon  a  time,  so  the  stor}^  runs,  the 
frogs  petitioned  Jove  for  a  king  ;  in  answer 
he  sent  them  a  log.  King  Log  not  proving 
a  very  enterprising  sovereign,  the  frogs 
complained,  and  the  harmless  log  was  re- 
placed by  a  ravenous  stork.  The  folly  of 
the  frogs  has  amused  the  simple  and  the 
wise  alike  for  a  score  of  ages,  and  the  fable 
has  been  used  to  point  a  moral  for  all 
classes  and  conditions  of  men  ;  still,  the 
medical  profession  of  Missouri  appear  for- 
getful of  its  teachings. 

In  the  May  number  of  the  Record  we 
expressed  our  opposition  to  legislative  en- 
actments to  regulate  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  further  thought  upon  the  subject 
has  onl}^  served  to  confirm  us  in  our  con- 
clusions. The  experience  of  the  past  must 
be  of  some  value  in   determining  what   is 
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good  for  the  future.  In  this  relation  we 
quote  the  following  from  our  lively  and 
acute  contemporary,  the  Louisville  Medical 
News.  In  speaking  of  medical  examiners 
for  graduates,  it  remarks  : 

"  We  see  little  chance  of  escape  from  the 
present  plan.  We  have  not  much  faith  in 
gubernatorial  or  legislative  appointments. 
We  have  known  of  instances  where  the 
schools  rejected  men  unanimously  who  had 
the  certificates  of  a  state  board — not  the 
one,  of  course,  which  sits  for  Louisville — 
but  even  in  this  enlightened  city  we  see  the 
needle-sticking  man,  and  the  cancer  man, 
the  piles  man,  etc.,  pursuing  their  ways, 
just  as  they  did  before  our  state  law  was 
passed." 

Now,  we  believe,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  that  a  state  board  would  do  no 
good,  would  be  of  absolutely  no  service  in 
elevating  the  profession.  Reform  must  be- 
gin with  the  practitioner  who  receives  the 
student  into  his  office  preparatory  to  his 
entry  upon  the  study  of  the  medical  sci- 
ences. The  Clay  County  Medical  Society 
has  made  a  beginning  in  the  right  direction, 
the  only  direction,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
in  which  success  is  attainable. 

The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Child- 
bed ;  A  Treatise  for  Physicians  and  Stu- 
dents. By ,  Dr.  F.  Winckel,  formerly 
Professor  and  Director  of  the  Grynseco- 
logical  Clinic  at  the  University  of  Ros- 
tock. From  the  second  Grerman  edition, 
with  man}^  additional  notes  by  the  author. 
Translated  by  James  R.  Chadwick,  M. 
D.,  Clinical  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of 
Women,  Harvard  Universit3^  484  pages. 
Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1876. 
Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  st., 
St.  Louis. 

The  treatise  of  Dr.  Winckel  is,  in  Ger- 
many, the  standard  authority  in  this  branch 
of  medicine,  and  the  volume  before  us  will 
prove  a  valuable  addition  to  American 
medical  literature,  as  it  presents  the  views 


of  the  more  prominent  men  who  have  con- 
tributed to  a  better  appreciation  of  the 
pathology  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of 
child-bed. 

These  most  important  affections  had 
merely  been  treated  in  outline,  even  in  more 
extensive  obstetrical  works,  and  Winckel 
was  the  first  to  bring  this  part  of  gj-naeco- 
logical  instruction  into  prominence,  at  first, 
in  his  lectures,  then  in  his  work  which  ap- 
peared in  1866.  It  was  received  with  favor 
and  a  second  edition  was  called  for  in  1869. 
It  is  this  which  has  been  translated  by  Dr. 
Chadwick,  one  of  our  most  hard-working 
and  promising  young  gynaecologists. 

Dr.  Chadwick  has  given  us  a  translation 
of  the  German  treatise,  improved  by  addi- 
tional notes  by  the  author  himself,  and  in 
this  compares  very  favorably  with  most  of 
our  translators,  who  give  us  badly  trans- 
lated parts  of  the  author  interspersed  with 
views  of  their  own.  The  English  version 
is  a  correct  and  very'  readable  one,  with 
comparatively  few  errors  ;  yet  it  is  well  to- 
call  attention  to  some  of  these,  thus : 
Erreg  barkeit  and  Euphoric,  which  are  con- 
trasted, are  both  translated,  pp.  235  and. 
236,  by  nervousness;  in  Some  few  places 
the  expression  is  not  very  clear  (p.  103,. 
lines  20-23,  and  p.  223,  hues  23-26). 

The  division  of  the  subject  is  good,  in. 
accordance  with  pathological  and  anatomi- 
cal characteristics,  and  not  according  to 
place  or  mode  of  appearance  of  the  disease. 
Anatomical  conditions,  sj^mptoms,  diagno- 
sis, etiology,  prognosis  and  treatment  of 
each  disease  are  carefully  given,  as  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  German  scholar.  Anato- 
my, diagnosis  and  etiology  are  most  thor- 
oughl}^  treated,  but  not  to  the  detriment  of 
the  more  practical,  the  therapeutics. 

The  literature  is  fully  recorded,  and  a 
number  of  typical  cases  appended  to  each 
section  in  illustration  of  the  subject.  In 
the  introduction,  the  normal  condition  of 
the  external  and  internal  organs  in  child- 
bed is  well  given  and  some  excellent  points 
made.  '  Thus,    in   speaking  of  the  lacteal; 
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•secretion,  the  author  says  that  the  breasts 
s\yell  on  the  second  or  thu'd  da}-,  and  often 
attain  such  dimensions  that  the  woman  is 
conscious  of  a  certain  weight  and  stretching 
of  the  parts,  after  which  the  flow  of  milk 
becomes  greater  and  the  breasts  shrink. 
This  quite  normal  condition  of  the  puerpera 
is,  b3"  older  authorities,  confounded  and 
connected  with  various  febrile  states  as 
milk  fever,  a  concomitant  of  child-bed, 
and  the  tenacity  with  which  this  theory  is 
upheld  seems  to  have  induced  the  author  to 
devote  an  entire  chapter  (p.  398-403)  to 
the  various  affections  formerly  spoken  of  as 
milk  fever.  He  discards  the  term  and 
claims  that  the  physiological  h3^per8emia  of 
the  breasts  is  not  necessarily  attended  by 
any  febrile  elevation  of  temperature,  and 
that  genuine  fever  is  rarely  met  with 
unless  sore  nipples,  incipient  inflammation 
of  the  breasts,  etc.,  are  present. 

The  pulse  of  healthy  puerperse  is  found 
to  be  somewhat  retarded  during  the  first  ten 
to  fourteen  daj^s,  44  to  70  beats ;  the  tem- 
perature a  little  above  the  normal,  99®  to 
100°  F.,  scared}^  fluctuating. 

As  causes  of  the  diseases  of  child-bed 
are  mentioned,  first,  and  most  important, 
the  changes  in  the  genital  organs  induced 
b}^  birth,  lesions  of  the  cervix,  vagina,  etc., 
then  great  activity  and  hyperjemia  of  the 
skin,  the  increasing  activity  of  the  breasts 
and  the  diminished  peristaltic  action  of  the 
intestines.  Of  course,  no  more  stress  is 
laid  upon  the  quality  of  the  blood,  once  con- 
sidered so  important,  as  the  cases  are  be- 
coming less  and  less  common  in  which  the 
autopsy  reveals  an  entire  absence  of  local 
or  organic  affections  ;  even  in  what  is  called 
blood  poisoning  the  source  of  infection  is 
usually  local. 

The  mortalit}^  table,  compiled  from  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  various  authori- 
ties, show  that  four  to  five  times  as  many 
women  in  child-bed  die  in  lying-in  estab- 
lishments, a  result  which  certainl}^  justifies 
the  decision  of  the  Brussels  international 
medical  congress  condemning  large  Ij'ing-in 


hospitals  and  advising  that  such  patients  be 
treated  at  their  own  homes  or  in  small  in- 
stitutions. The  author  should,  however, 
have  explained  more  fully  in  what  way  this 
result  is  brought  about,  and  he  should  not 
attribute  the  unfavorable  per  cent,  of  the 
lying-in  hospital  entirel}^  to  puerperal  fevers, 
well  knowing  that  many  of  the  more  diffi- 
cult cases  are  sent  to  these  institutions  on 
account  of  anticipated  trouble,  and  often 
when-  already  in  labor,  after  the  skill  and 
(especially  the)  energy  of  the  family  phy- 
sician have  been  expended  in  the  case. 

In  the  general  discussion  of  the  treat- 
ment of  puerperal  diseases  the  author  shows 
a  decided  preference  for  intra-uterine  injec- 
tions and  a  local  antiphlogistic  treatment. 

Vensesection,  the  old  remedy  in  so  many 
of  the  acute  diseases,  is  not  only  considered 
as  unnecessarj^,  but  often  even  injurious  ; 
the  author  is  also  opposed  to  direct  abstrac- 
tion of  blood  from  the  uterus,  but  highly 
recommends  indirect  bleeding,  leeches  to 
the  abdomen,  and  the  application  of  ice 
bags  ;  both  certainl}^  most  valuable  reme- 
dies. He  also  recommends  intra-uterine 
injections,  chiefl}^  in  endometritts,  whether 
catarrhal  or  diphtheritic,  especially  if  caused 
by  retention  of  pieces  of  the  membranes, 
and  in  hemorrhages. 

The  dangers  of  this  method  are  freelj^ 
considered  and  explicit  directions  given  as 
to  the  way  in  which  the  injections  should  be 
made — tepid,  weak  solutions,  gently  inject- 
ed, with  a  Braun's  sjTinge.  Gruenewald 
even  makes  a  practice  of  injecting  a  solu- 
tion of  chloride  of  lime,  §ss  to  3  pints  of 
water,  as  a  proph3iactic  in  everj'  case  dur- 
ing an  epidemic  of  puerperal  fever. 

In  Chapter  I,  Genital  Lesions,  after 
treating  thoroughlj^  of  perineal  ruptures, 
the  attention  of  the  'reader  is  directed  to  the 
superficial  lesions  of  vulva  and  vagina, 
trifiing,  but  often  annoying,  which  must  be 
looked  for  w^hen  an  oedematous  condition  of 
one  side  of  the  vulva  exists,  alwa3's  on 
the  side  corresponding  to  that  of  the 
wound. 
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Vesico-vagiiial  fistula  is  discussed,  al- 
though rather  bej'ond  the  scope  of  this 
work,  as  treatment  and  operation,  even  in 
health}^  patients,  should  be  postponed  until 
two  or  three  months  after  deliver}^,  while  in 
fsecal  fistula  immediate  operation  is  recom- 
mended. 

Some  prominence  is  given  to  subjects  of 
apparent!}^  minor  importance,  such  as  le- 
sions of  the  cervix  and  vaginal  cul-de-sac, 
•displacements  of  the  vagina  and  uterus, 
etc.,  which  are  ordinarily  disregarded  b}' 
the  practitioner,  who  rarely  makes  an  ex- 
amination of  a  woman  in  child-bed  unless 
she  is  suffering  greatly  ;  nor  do  the  accepted 
text-books  call  his  attention  to  these  points 
which  verge  upon  the  sphere  of  the  gynae- 
cologist ;  and,  indeed,  the  perusal  of  the 
author's  work  leads  us  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  obstetrician  competent  to  guide 
woman  through  the  perils  of  child-bed  must 
iiecessaril}^  be  a  thorough  gynaecologist. 
Unquestionably  ver}-  man}^  of  the  affections 
which  make  the  life  of  woman  one  of  suf- 
fering have  their  origin,  not  in  an}^  mal- 
treatment, but  in  non-treatment  and  non- 
recognition^  during  child-bed,  when  i\\Qy 
•are  but  trifling,  increasing  gradually  the 
longer  the}^  exist ;  the  woman,  after  suffer- 
ing for  a  time,  perhaps  for  j^ears,  with  these 
-cata^-rhs,  hemorrhages,  neuralgias,  lesions, 
etc.,  at  last  seeks  the  aid  of  the  specialist. 
The  book  is,  in  this  respect,  a  valuable  one, 
and  will  answer  a  good  purpose  if  it  suc- 
ceeds in  teaching  the  practitioner  how  to 
observe  all,  even  the  seemingly  insignificant 
phenomena  of  child-bed  in  order  to  apply 
the  ounce  of  preventative. 

For  the  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrh- 
ages (Chapter  III)  the  main  reliance  is 
placed  upon  local  applications,  the  intro- 
duction of  ice  or  chloride  of  iron  and  water 
in  equal  parts,  either  as  an  injection  or  upon 
wads  of  cotton  wool.  The  author  uses  the 
•chloride  of  iron  (liq.  ferri  sesquichlorati.) 
which  is  almost  universall}'  emploj'cd  in 
<jl^erman3'  instead  of  the  liq.  ferri  subsul- 
phatis. 


The  six  pages  of  Chapter  IV,  concerning 
the  treatment  of  puerperal  perimetritis  and 
peritonitis  are  well  written  and  to  the  point ; 
local  application  of  cold,  rarely  leeches, 
small  doses  of  calomel,  morphine  as  a  hypn- 
otic, quinine,  and  for  the  diarrhoea,  acids, 
not  opiates  ;  warm  poultices  and  turpentine 
stupes,  so  extensively  used  by  some  schools 
of  medicine,  are  discarded. 

The  microscopic  examination  of  se- 
cretions has  received  some  attention, 
and  while  the  author  seems  to  regard 
the  fungi  found  upon  diphtheritic  sores 
of  the  vagina  and  uterus  as  playing  but 
a  subordinate  part,  engrafting  themselves 
upon  tissues  already  diseased,  he  is  jQi 
unwilling  to  decide  whether  thej^  are 
merely  caused  b}^  the  disease,  or  the  dis- 
ease b}^  them ;  much  more  importance  is 
attached  to  the  spherical  bacteriae,  discov- 
ered b}"  Colin,  as  causes  of  pyaemia  and 
diphtheria,  and  the  metastatic  pj^aemia  often 
following  metrophlebitis,  is  attributed  to  the 
presence  of  these  bacteriae  in  the  thrombi, 
sometimes  to  the  septic  infection  of  the 
thrombi  b3^ chemical  agencies. 

In  all  febrile  affections  of  puerperae  the 
author  relies  greatlj-  upon  the  thermometer 
for  his  .diagnosis  and  prognosis,  and  careful 
thermometric  measurements  accompau}^  all 
his  case  records,  but  in  metestatic  pyaemia 
he  deems  the  measurements  especially  im- 
portant, as  the  chills  often  assume  an  almost 
intermittent  t3^pe,  and  the  fever,  though  at 
first  continuous  or  slightl}^  remitting,  subse- 
quently shows  marked  remissions,  or  even 
complete  intermissions,  greatly  resembling 
an  ordinar}"  intermittens  in  character. 

The  author's  nomenclature  is  readily  ex- 
plained b}"  a  short  recapitulation  (p.  301) 
of  the  severer  forms  of  fever  which  are  gen- 
erally^ spoken  of  as  puerperal  fever,  for  short : 

I.  Septiccemia  simplex,  an  infection  of  the 
blood  by  a  putrid  poison  developed  in  the 
foul  deposit  secreted  within  the  genitals. 

II.  Pyaemia  simplex,  from  absorption  of 
pus  without  metastatic  deposit,  as  occurs  in 
parametritis,  peritonitis,  etc. 
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III.  Pycemia  sivi  septico-pycemia  metas- 
tatica,  suppuration  or  putrid  degeneriition 
of  thrombi  within  or  near  the  genital  organs 
with  metastatic  abscesses  in  lungs,  liver  and 
other  of  the  viscera. 

IV.  Diphtheritis  (mj'cosis)  simplex  geni- 
tdllum . 

V.  Diphtheritis  metastatica^  mycosis  met- 
astatica^  inflammation  produced  by  monads 
and  bacterise  penetrating  the  organs  of  gen- 
eration and  the  circulatory  system  (para- 
metritis, metritis,  peritonitis,  pleuritis,  etc.) 

The  following  chapter  (VII)  on  the  eti- 
ology of  the  so-called  puerperal  fever,  con- 
tains a  historical  sketch  of  the  various 
theories,  which  have  so  far  been  propounded 
to  explain  the  nature  and  cause  of  this  dan- 
gerous malady  ;  after  considering  them  the 
author  says  that  where  the  ver}^  significant 
term,  puerperal  fever,  is  applied  now-a-da3's 
to  the  most  severe  diseases  of  child-bed,  the 
phlegmonous  and  diphtheritic  affections  of 
the  genitals  are  thereby  chiefly  intended, 
from  which  several  varieties  may  be  de- 
veloped. These  processes  do  not,  how- 
ever, possess  any  specific  character,  'and 
are  not  restricted  to  parturient,  or  lying-in 
women. 

As  the.  main  causes  of  these  diseases,  the 
following  are  enumerated  (p.  320)  : 

(a)  Wounds  and  contusions  of  the  gen- 
itals. 

(6)  Decomposition  of  retained  portions 
of  the  after-birth. 

(c)  Primary  inflammation  of  the  parts, 
or  gonorrhoea  may  become  exacerbated  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  amount  to  an  acute 
parenchymatous  inflammation. 

(d)  The  infection  of  wounded  portions 
of  the  genital  organs  with  cadaveric  matter. 

The  author  explains  the  more  frequent 
occurrence  of  puerperal  fevers  in  hospital 
by  the  fact  that  that  these  causes  are  found 
to  exist  more  frequentl}^  in  large  h'ing-in 
establishments  than  in  private  dw^ellings, 
and  that  the  women  there  confined,  as  a 
class,  have  a  greater  predisposition  to  dis- 
ease and  infection. 


The  septic  puerperal  fevers,  which  we 
mainly  find  in  epidemics,  are  considered  as- 
contagious,  although  the  disease  induced  by 
the  contagion  is,  as  a  rule,  not  perfectly 
identical  with  the  primary  malady,  and  the- 
same  disease  ma}^  at  some  other  time,, 
originate  in  some  other  way.  An  appendix 
treats  of  the  causes  of  sudden  death  in 
child-bed,  of  which  embolism  of  the  pul- 
monary artery  is  one  of  the  most  frequent, 
then  entrance  of  air  into  the  uterine  veins, 
syncope  and  violent  emotion. 

Section  II  is  devoted  to  the  puerperal 
diseases  of  the  breast.  Section  III  to  the 
aflTections  of  other  organs  during  child-bed^ 
inflammation  and  neuroses  of  the  bladder, 
affections  of  the  articular  ligaments  of  the 
pelvis,  neuralgia  and  paralj^sis  of  the  lower- 
extremities,  eclampsia  and  the  mental  affec- 
tions, ending  with  the  skin  diseases  of 
lying-in  women. 

A  good  division  is  made  of  the  mental 
affections  of  Ijdng-in  women  into  three 
classes : 

1.  Such  as  are  only  equivalent  to  the 
delirium  of  a  fever  ;  symptomatic. 

2.  Puerperal  mania,  having  its  origin  and 
development  in  pre-existing  conditions,  and 
tending  toward  insanity,  in  which  child- 
birth has  merely  served  as  an  accidental 
cause  to  induce  the  final  outbreak.  (By 
insaiiity  as  here  used,  the  author  probably 
means  chronic  insanity^  as  mania  is  already 
insanity,  and  can  not  well  tend  toward  it.) 

3.  The  true  idiopathic  mania  of  child- 
bed, following  eclampsia,  great  hemorrh- 
ages, severe  phj^sical  or  mental  distress 
without  hereditary  predisposition. 

The  statement  made  with  regard  to  these 
mental  affections,  that  the}^  have  nothing 
characteristic,  but  are  merel}^  complications 
of  the  puerperal  state,  is,  if  possible,  still 
more  true  of  the  skin  diseases  treated  ;  it  is 
not  enough  to  know  that  the^^  do  occur  in 
l3ing-in  women,  and  are  under  the  condi- 
tions there  present,  to  be  regarded  as  far 
more  serious  than  in  previously  health}^ 
persons,  but  the  reader   must  not   suppose 
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them  to  be  in  any  way   directly  connected 
with  the  puerperal  state. 

We  have  endeavored  to  give  an  outline  of 
the  author's  w^ork  in  order  that  the  practi- 
tioner may  judge  for  himself.  This  work, 
and  the  equally  valuable  one  of  Fordyce 
Barker,  do  noi  exclude,  but  we  might  al- 
most say,  supplement  each  other,  and  we 
would  state,  in  conclusion,  that,  whatever 
the  few  minor  faults  may  be,  Winckel  on  the 
Diseases  of  Child-Bed  is  a  treatise  which 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  physician 
who  would  conscientiously  practice  ob- 
stetrics, and  the  thanks  of  the  profession 
are  due  to  the  translator  who  has  made  this 
treatise  accessible  to  us.  E. 

The     Transactions    of     the     American 
Medical  Association.     Instituted  1847. 
Vol.    XXVI,  577  pages.     Philadelphia: 
Printed    for    the    Association.     Collins, 
printer,  705  Ja3me  street.     1875. 
This  volume  of  Transactions  is  superior 
to  its  predecessors  for  many  years.     We  do 
not  know  when  so  many  disthiguished  gen- 
tlemen have  taken  part  in  the  proceedings, 
nor  of  a  meeting  which  brought  out  so  many 
valuable  contributions  to  the  medical   sci- 
ences. 

The  address   of  Dr.  Bowling,    the  presi- 
dent, is  of  especial  value.     His  suggestions 
looking  toward  medical  reform,  in  the  true 
sense  of  the   expression,  will  undoubtedly 
in  the    future.     His   rule, 
must  result  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the   medical  profession,  is    as    fol- 
lows :     ' '  Let   it  be   solemnly  resolved   by 
this  meeting,  that   it  shall  be   regarded  as 
derogatory  to  the   character  of  any  phj'si- 
cian,  in  any  part  of  the  United    States,  to 
take  under  his  care,  as  a  student  of  medi- 
cine, an}'  one  who  cannot  exhibit  evidence 
of  having   taken   a  degree    in  a   regularl}^ 
chartered  college,  or  a  certificate  of  qualifi- 
cations necessary  to  become  a  student  of 
medicine,   from    a  board  of  examiners  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  American 
Medical    Association.     This   will    do    the 
work." 


bear  good  fruit 
wdiich,  if  followed. 


We  agree  entirely  with  Dr.  Bowling,  and 
hope  to  see  such  a  rule  passed  and  enforced. 
Dr.  Flint's  Address  on  the  Practice  of 
Medicine. — In  relation  to  the  practice  of 
transfusion.  Dr.  Flint's  remarks  appear  to 
be  veiy  just  and  pertenent.     He  says  : 

"  So  far  as  we  may  judge  from  these  re-* 
ported  experiments,  the  transfusion  of 
lamb's  blood  is  followed  by  immediate 
effects  which  involve  considerable  perturba- 
tion, and  are  probably  not  altogether  de- 
void of  danger  ;  and,  as  regards  the  ulterior 
result,  making  due  allowance  for  the  moral 
influence  of  such  a  measure  on  the  mind  of 
a  patient,  together  with  the  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  physician  to  discover  improve- 
ment, considering,  also,  in  certain  of  the 
cases,  the  probability  of  recovery,  more  of 
less  rapid,  irrespective  of  this  mode  of 
treatment,  we  cannot,  as  it  seems  to  me^ 
without  further  facts,  conclude  this  to  be  a 
demonstrated  advancement  in  the  practice 
of  medicine." 

In   concluding   his  very   interesting    ad- 
dress.   Dr.   Flint    made    a  few^   suggestive 
remarks  upon  the  Natural  History  of  Crime, 
He  said  :     "It  can  not,  howeverybe  doubt- 
ed that  abnormal  perversions,  physical  as 
well  as  psychical,  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  involved  in  the  rationale  of  crime  ; 
and  this  is  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  investigation  legitimately  be- 
lonofs  to  medicine.     To  determine  how  far 
this  is  true,  is  one  of  the  objects  of  inves- 
tigation."    The    method    of    investigation 
which  he  proposes,  is   that  applied   to  the 
study  of  morbid  phj'sical  affections,  such  as 
that  adopted  by  Louis  in  relation  to  tj^phoid 
fever    and  phthisis:     "Let  a   hundred   or' 
more  cases  of  a  particular  crime,  for  exam- 
ple, homicide,    be  recorded,    everything  of 
importance  pertaining  to  each  case  being 
noted.     The  record  should  embrace  heredi- 
tary  influences,  physical  and    moral ;    pe- 
culiarities   of    constitution,     mental     and 
corporeal ;    recognizable   past  and   present 
diseases,  habits  of  life,   education,  associa- 
tions, exciting  circumstances,  etc.  *     *     * 
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*  *  The  records  obtained,  tlie}^  are  to  be 
analyzed  and  compared  in  all  points,  and 
l)y  this  analysis  and  comparison  the  laws 
are  to  be  educed  ;  the  results  are  the  data 
lor  the  natural  history  of  this  crime.  In 
the  same  waj'  other  crimes  are  to  be  inves- 
tigated." 

Dr.  Roberts  Bartholow  read  some  practi- 
cal observations  on  exophthalmic  goitre, 
and  its  treatment. 

Graves'  or  Basedow's  disease  is  not  a 
common  affection,  ^-et,  we  think  it  is  more 
often  met  with  than  is  suspected.  The 
three  characteristic  phenomena  are  ' '  irregu- 
lar and  rapid  action  of  the  heart,  enlarge- 
ment of  the  th^Toid  bod}^,  and  exophthal- 
mos." *  *  *  Man}'  cases  of  so-called 
goitre  are  really  examples  of  Graves'  dis- 
ease— the  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  only 
attracting  attention.  The  capital  distinc- 
tion between  goitre  and  Graves'  disease  is 
this  :  in  goitre  there  exists  a  hypertrophy 
or  hyperplasia,  or  both,  of  the  proper  gland 
elements  ;  in  Graves'  disease  the  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  thyroid  is  due  largel}'  to 
dilatation  of  the  vessels,  and  to  the  hj'per- 
cinesia  of  the  heart,  and  an}^  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  gland  elements  is  secondary 
and  non-essential.  In  the  one,  enlarge- 
ment of  the  gland  is  continuous  or  uniform  ; 
in  the  other,  it  is    subject  to   great  fluctua- 


tions.    *       * 


We  have  the  hisii 


authorit}'  of  Yon  Graefe  for  the  assertion 
that  cases  of  this  disease  may  exist  in 
which  there  are  present  merely  rapid  action 
of  the  heart,  and  such  a  slight  degree  of 
exophthalmos  that  it  is  observed  only  in 
certain  movements  of  the  eye  and  of  the 
ej^elids.  When  such  patients  look  down, 
the  upper  lid  does  not  follow  the  movement 
of  the  ocular  globe,  and  a  white  rim  of  the 
sclerotic  comes  into  view. 

The  records  of  three  cases  were  submit- 
ted. Recovery  followed  galvanization  of 
the  sympathetic  in  ever}^  instance.  Dr. 
Bartholow  says:  "As  the  functional  dis- 
order of  the  heart,  the  anaemia,  and  the 
other  objective  and  subjective  phenomena, 


are  dependent  on  a  change  in  the  sympa- 
thetic, and,  probably,  the  pneumogastric, 
it  is  certainly  more  rational  to  act  upon  the 
pathological  cuase  than  to  commence  by 
treating  the  effects  of  the   central   lesion." 

Dr.  Louis  Elsberg,  of  New  York,  con- 
tributed a  very  interesting  Notice  of  the 
Bioplasson  Doctrine  as  developed  by  Heitz- 
mann,  of  Yienna. 

The  debate  upon  syphilis,  and  the  efforts 
made  toward  the  prevention  or  suppression 
of  venereal  diseases,  was  yqyj  spirited  and 
brought  out  many  facts  which,  we  doubt 
not,  were  new  to  mau}^  members  of  the  As- 
sociation. Dr.  Kennard,  of  Missouri,  de- 
fended the  so-called  "Social-Evil  law,  of 
St.  Louis,"  in  a  ver}'  able  aiid  convincing 
manner. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Sa3Te's  paper,  on  Spinal  Anoe- 
mia  ivith  Partial  Paralysis  and  ivant  of 
Co-ordination,  from  Irritation  of  the  Geni- 
tal Organs,  has  alread}^  been  noticed  in  our 
columns.  Some  of  his  cases  of  partial 
paralj'sis  relieved  by  circumcision  or  clitor- 
odectomy  are  reall}'  wonderful,  and  read 
almost  like  fiction.  But  the}'  are  well,  at- 
tested, and  Dr.  Sayre  will  receive  the 
thanks  of  many  a  poor  sufferer  for  his  val- 
uable addition  to  our  knowledge. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  of  New  York,  who  served 
on  the  coroner's  jur}',  presented  a  summar}' 
of  the  case  of  hemlock  poisoning,  F.  W. 
Walker,  of  Brookl3'n,  A^^ril  3,  1875,  which 
has  already  been  presented  to  our  readers. 
Dr.  Beir^  remarks  are  ver}'  just  and  perti- 
nent. We  have  not  heard  that  any  of  our 
delegates  to  the  Association  the  present 
3'ear,  go  prepared  to  give  a  summary'  of  the 
four  cases  of  hemlock  'poisoning ,  which  were 
observed  in  St.  Louis  the  August  following 
the  AYalker  case. 

Dr.  Gross'  "Discourse  on  Bloodletting- 
considered  as  .a  Therapeutic  Agent,"  has 
alread}^  received  sufficient  notice  at  our 
hands.  We  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
medical  profession  and  the  people  have  suf- 
fered nothing  by  allowing  phlebotomy  to 
become   one  of  the    "  lost  arts,"   however 
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much  the  undertakers  may  wish  for  its  being 
speedil}"  found  again. 

Man}"  otiier  papers  were  read,  some  of 
them  of  much  interest,  but  our  notice  has 
already  exceeded  the  limits  assigned  us, 
hence  the}',  as  well  as  much  of  importance 
in  the  discussions  of  various  questions, 
must  be  passed  over  without  comment.  We 
are  confident  that  the  American  Medical 
Association  has,  at  last,  entered  upon  a 
career  of  usefulness  such  as  has  been  long 
hoped  and  looked  for  in  vain.  This  vohmie 
of  the  Transactions  bears  witness  to  the 
fact. 


♦ » ♦ 


BOOKS  &  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


Lectures  on  Orthopedic  Surgery  and 
Diseases  of  tpie  Joints.  Delivered  at 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  during 
the  Winter  session  of  1874-1875.  By 
Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Or- 
thopedic Surger}',  Fractures  and  Disloca- 
tions, and  Clinical  Surgeiy,  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College ;  Surgeon  to 
Bellevue  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Illus- 
trated by  274  wood  engravings.  Pages  X 
—476,  8vo.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  & 
Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway,  1876.  St. 
Louis:  G-ra}',  Baker  &  Co.,  407  North 
Fourth  street. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Diseases 
OF  THE  Skin,  for  the  use  of.  Students  and 
Practitioners.  By  Henry  G-.  Piffard,  A. 
M.,  1*1.  D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology, 
Qniversit}'  of  the  City  of  New  York  ;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Charity  Hospital,  to  the  New 
York  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin, 
etc.,  etc.  With  Illustrations.  Pages  XII 
375.  London  and  New  York  :  Macmillan 
&  Co.,  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  & 
Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 


•'IS  QUINIA  TO  BE  DISSOLVED 
OB  NOTr 


The  Ma}'  and  June  numbers  of  the  Drug- 
gists'' Circular  have  contained  comments  on 
the  above  querry,    with  which   we    cannot 


coincide.     The  editor  makes  the  following 
reply  to  the  query : 

"  The  question  has  already  been  discuss- 
ed, and  the  general  practice  of  druggists  is 
to  always  add  enough  acid  to  dissolve  the 
alkaloid  sulphate.  This  course  is,  in  our 
opinion,  the  proper  one.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  liquid  preparations  for  internal  use 
should  be  clear  and  free  from  all  sediment 
or  precipitate  ;  for  if  the  insoluble  matter  is 
inert,  it  should  be  removed,  and  if  it  is  ac- 
tive, the  last  doses  are  apt  to  contain  more 
of  the  remedial  agent  than  the  first.  *  * 
*  *  *  As  a  rule,  liquid  mixtures  to  be 
taken  internally  should  be  rendered  clear 
whenever  it  is  possible  to  do  so  without 
altering  their  remedial  properties." 

So  far  as  our  observation  goes  it  is  not 
the  general  practice  of  druggists  to  always 
add  enough  acid  to  dissolve  the  alkaloid 
sulphate,  and  neither  should  it  be.  The 
solubility  of  a  drug  in  constant  use,  as  qui- 
nia  is,  must  be  known  to  every  practitioner, 
and  if  he  desires  it  to  be  dissolved,  enough 
of  a  proper  solvent  should  be  ordered  by 
him  to  do  so.  It  is  often  fortunate  for  the 
physician  that  his  prescription  passes 
through  the  hands  of  a  druggist,  that  it 
may  be  checked  if  it  contain  errors,  but  he 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  make 
a  note  on  it  savino;  what  shall  not  be  done 
with  it. 

A  common  practice  is  to  order  quinia  in 
a  mixture  w4th  syrup  of  coffee,  the  latter 
being  sufficiently  heavy  to  suspend  it,  and 
serving  better  than  perhaps  any  other  ex- 
cipient  to  disguise  its  taste.  To  add  acid 
to  such  a  mixture  would,  of  course,  much 
intensify  its  bitterness,  the  reason  of  which 
being  well  understood  by  both  physicians 
and  druggists.  . 

Qainia  being  very  light,  any  liquid  will 
hold  it  in  suspension  for  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  allow  the  proper  dose  to  be  taken 
if  the  bottle  be  shaken  before  the  dose  is 
poured  out,  but  in  case  this  precaution  is 
neglected,  no  serious  results  are  apt  to  fol- 
low ;  and,  as  the  druggist,  at  best,  can  only 
guess  at  the  object  the  physician  has  in  view 
in    making   combinations  of  remedies,  we 
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coDcliide  it  is  best  to  follow  the  letter  of  the 
prescription  when  a  departure  from  it  makes 
so  little  dilference  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance. *  J.  M.  G. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

*'  Leaflets  for  the  Sckap-Book,"  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  M.  S.  Bidwell,  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  contains  the  following: 

Hints  to  Prescribers. — Much  perplexity 
might  be  saved  to  dispensers,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  error  materiall}'  lessened,  b}^  the 
observance  of  the  following  simple  sugges- 
tions : 

1.  If  the  remedies  prescribed  are  offici- 
nal, use  the  officinal  terms  ;  if  not  officinal, 
describe  them  unmistakably^  The  writer 
has  heard  of  three  different  liquids  called 
■chloric  ether,  and  has  known  Tully's  powder 
to  be  made  of  three  very  different  degrees 
-of  strength. 

2.  Do  not  abbreviate  so  closel}^  as  to 
.cause  ambiguit}^ ;  hj^d.  chl.  may  mean  calo- 
mel, corrosive  sublimate,  or  chloral  hydrate. 

3.  Write  the  directions  for  use  as  they 
are  to  be  put  on  the  label. 

4.  Give  the  patient's  name  and  mention 
if  a  child  or  an  infant. 

5.  After  writing  the  prescription,  look  it 
•over  and  see  if  there  is  anj'thing,  especially 
in  the  numerals,  that  a  careless  or  ignorant 
druggist  might  misunderstand. 

Solubilities. — The  following  list  gives 
approximatel}'  Ihe  number  of  grains  of  the 
salts  mentioned,  that  can  be  readily  dis- 
solved in  one  ounce  of  water  at  the  ordinary 
temperature.  If  this  limit  is  much  exceed- 
ed, a  clear  solution  cannot  be  expected  : 

Potassium  Iodide 500 

Ammonium  Bromide 300 

Potassium   Bromide 240 

"            Bicarbonate 120 

"            Nitrate 100 

8odium   Borate 40 

Potassium   Chlorate 30 

Mercury  Bichloride .25 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  bulk  of 
the  solution  exceeds  that  of  the  solvent ; 
thus  an  ounce  of  water  and  an  ounce  of 
potassium  iodide  make  about  an  ounce  and 
a  half  of  solution. 

Curious  Incompatibility. — Chlorate  of 
potassium  and  iodide  of  potassium  are  both 
entirelj'  harmless  in  suitable  doses.  Fur- 
thermore, these  two  salts  do  not  react  upon 
each  other   in   solution,  even  at   a   boiling 


heat.  Yet  it  has  been  proved  that  when 
they  are  administered  together,  they  do 
combine  in  the  stomach,  producing  iodate 
of  potassium,  which  is  poisonous.  M. 
Melsens  found  that  dogs  could  take  the 
chlorate  or  iodide  in  doses  of  five  to  seven 
grammes  with  impunitj^,  but  that  a  mixture 
of  the  two  killed  them  in  a  few  da3's,  with 
the  S3'mptoms  of  poisoning  by  iodate  of 
potassium.  This  combination  must  there- 
fore be  avoided.  Indeed,  as  a  general  rule, 
the  chlorate  is  so  unstable,  and  so  read}^  to 
give  up  its  oxj^gen,  that  it  cannot  safely  be 
combined  with  smy  substance  capable  of 
oxidation. — Ame7\  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 


♦  ♦ » 


To  Hold  Salicylic  Acid  in  Solution. — 
Salicylic  acid  is  easily  soluble  in  ten  parts  of 
cold  alcohol ;  and  if  water  is  added  to  this 
alcoholic  solution,  the  salicj^lic  acid  will 
fall  down  in  the  form  of  a  milk}^- white,  fine 
precipitate ;  but  if  a  small  quantity  of 
gl3xerine  (equal  in  amount  to  the  alcoholic 
solution)  first  be  added,  water  ma}^  then  be 
superadded  without  any  separation  of  solid 
matter. — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal .^ 
March  23,  '76.    . 

-: ♦  ♦  ♦ 


Eggs  Preserved  by  Silicate  of  Soda. — 
Dr.  Durand,  pharmacist,  of  Blois,  has  dis- 
covered a  veiy  efficient  means  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  eggs  ;  i.  e.,  a  solution  of  silicate 
of  soda. 

This  solution,  being  veiy  viscous,  is  kept 
in  a  liquid  state  by  the  addition  of  tepid 
water.  The  eggs  are  dipped  into  the  solu- 
tion and  then  dried  ;  when  tlie}^  have  been 
thus  treated  and  are  well  dried  and  com- 
pletely covered  with  the  silicate  solution, 
they  can  be  placed  in  anj^  receptacle,  and 
ma}^  be  kept  for  a  j^ear  or  more  without  un- 
dergoing decomposition. — Revue  Therapeu- 
tique,  1876. — Neiv  Remedies. 


^imWrnun  potf$. 


Death  of  Begbie. — Sir.  Jas.  Warburton 
Begbie  died  recentl}' ,  a  victim  to  over- work. 
His  contributions  to  medical  literature  were 
numerous  and  of  more  than  usual  value. 
His  practice  Avas  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  Great  Britain. 

A  MEDICAL  dynamite  FIEND  ill  the  Ameri- 
can Psychologiccd  Journcd,  with  intent  un- 
known to  us,  persuasively  urges  upon  his 
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readers  the  value  of  a  new  remed}',  tri- 
iiitro-glyceriiie.  With  feelings  of  the  high- 
est respect  for  our  contemporaiy,  we  should 
hesitate  to  fr^-nitro-gi^xerine  upon  anj^thing 
short  of  a  stone-quarry. 

Cremation. — A  cremation  societ}'  at 
Dresden  proposes  to  hold  a  congress  in  that 
city  on  the  6th  and  7tli  of  June,  when  vari- 
ous experiments  will  be  made.  The  advo- 
cates of  cremation  are  chiefl}'  to  be  found 
in  Holland,  one  societ}^  alone  at  the  Hague 
.numbering  1,300  members.  Holland  is  de- 
termined to  keep  up  its  reputation  for 
ovens. — A^.  Y.  Medical  Record. 

Lead  Paralysis. — Dr.  Ernst  Remak 
•.{Archiv  fur  Psycliiatrie  und  Nervenkrank- 
Jieiten)  maintains  the  theory  that  lead  pai'- 
alysis  depends  upon  lesions  of  spinal  motor 
centers.  He  says  that  the  therapeutics  of 
this  disease  should,  therefore,  include  gal- 
vanization of  the  cervical  cord,  as  has  been 
.recommended  by  Erb,  together  with  that  of 
the  muscles  and  peripheral  nerves. — Jour. 
'Of  Nervous  and  Mental  Disease,  April. 

Warning. — Mr.  W.  A.  Townsend,  of 
^ISTew  York  City,  writes  us  that  one  A¥.  C. 
Xockwood  is  traveling  through  the  Southern 
."States  representing  himself  as  Townsend's 
agent,  and  collecting  subscriptions  for  vari- 
ous medical  journals  on  Mr.  Townsend's 
account.  He  is  an  imposter,  so  far  as  an 
authorization  by  Mr.  Townsend,  to  collect 
for  any  journal  except  Braithwcute's  Retro- 
spect is  concerned.  The  medical  profession 
will  please  take  notice  of  this  warning. 

Wine  for  the  Stomach's  Sake. — "  Why 
'do  you  not  take  wine  with  yoxxv  dinner, 
Minnie?"  asked  a  gentleman  of  a  little 
iive-3^ear-old  at  his  side,  while  being  enter- 
tained at  a  fashionable  dinner  part}-  re- 
•centl}'. 

"  Tause  I  doesn't  like  it." 

"But  take  a  little,  then,  my  child,  for 
your  stomach's  sake,"  he  urged. 

"I  ain't  dot  no  tummick's  ache  !  "  indig- 
nantly responded  the  little  miss  in  the  most 
•emphatic  manner.  — Sanitarian . 

Error  in  Vital  Statistics.-^ A  man  in 
Kilkenny  recently  saw  a  statement  of  his 
■own  death  in  a  newspaper.  He  wrote  to 
the  editor:  "Sir: — I  notice  a  few  errors 
in  the  obituary  of  myself  which  appeared 
in  your  paper  on  Wednesday  last.  I  was 
born  in  Dublin,  not  Cork,  and   my   retire- 


ment from  business  in  1860  was  not  owino" 
to  ill  health,  but  a  little  trouble  I  had  in 
connection  with  a  horse.  The  cause  of  my 
death  was  not  small-pox.  Please  make 
correction. " — Sanitarian . 

The  Sultan's  Medical  Staff. —  The 
medical  bills  of  the  Sultan  amount  to 
£28,000  3xarl3^  The  visit  of  the  doctor  to 
his  august  patient  is  made  in  great  state  ; 
he  is  preceded  b}^  an  officer  carrying  a  huge 
sword,  while  two  others,  armed  to  the  teeth, 
march  by  his  side.  Notwithstanding  the 
impressiveness  of  the  ceremony,  the  doctor 
and  his  attendants  are,  in  winter,  often 
snow-balled  as  they  pass  through  the  court- 
3'ards.  Comment  is  nnnecessaiy. — N.  Y. 
Medical  Record. 

Death  of  Traube. — Another  great  clin- 
ical teacher  has  fallen.  Prof.  Traube  will 
be  remembered  by  all  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  clinical  advantages  offered 
b}^  the  schools  and  hospitals  of  Berlin  as 
one  of  the  most  genial  and  talented  of 
teachers.  His  researches  relative  to  the 
action  of  digitalis,  to  the  functions  of  the 
pneumogastric  nerve,  and  the  mechanism  of 
respiration,  will  cause  his  name  to  be  hon- 
ored for  all  time  to  come.  Disease  of  the 
heart  was  the  cause  of  the  sad  event. 

Remarkable  Development  of  an  In- 
fant.— Dr.  D.  C.  MacCallum,  of  Montreal, 
communicated  through  Dr.  Wiltshire  to  the 
Obstetrical  Societ}'  of  London,  the  particu- 
lars of  a  case  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Cameron.  At  birth  the  child  weighed 
fourteen  pounds.  When  twelvemonths  old 
she  weighed  sixt3'-nine  pounds.  Her  height 
was  thirty-five  and  one-fourth  inches,  and 
she  was  thirt}^  inches  round  the  chest.  She 
was  not  weaned  until  two  years  old,  when 
she  commenced  to  walk.  At  seventeen 
months  she  weighed  ninet3'-eight  pounds. — 
Obstet.  Jour,  of  Great  Britain  and  BrJand, 
May,  '76. 

Death  of  Behier. — Prof.  Behier,  the  ^ 
most  eminent  clinical  teacher  of  France, 
since  the  decease  of  Trousseau,  died  on 
Ma3^  7th,  aged  sixt3- three  years.  His  ob- 
sequies took  place  the  following  Wednes- 
da3'.  M.  Henri  Liouville  delivered  an 
eloquent  eulogy  upon  the  life  and  labors  of 
the  eminent  professor,  in  the  name  of  the 
Medical  Societ3^  of  the  Paris  Hospitals ; 
Prof.  Hardy,  for  the  Facult3^  of  Medicine  ; 
M.  Laboulbeme  for  the  Academ3',  and  M. 


70 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RKCORD. 


Chaiule  representing  the  Society  of  Legal 
jMedicine,  also  deliveved  appropriate  dis- 
courses.— Le  Progrhs  Medical,  May  13,  '76. 

Centennial  jNIedical  Congress. — In  ad- 
dition to  the  names  alread,y  announced,  tlic 
folkiwing  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
abroad  ^vill  he  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
International  Medical  Congress  at  Pliiladel- 
phia  in  September  next :  Dr.  C.  E.  Brown- 
Sequard,  of  Paris  ;  Drs.  C. Bland  RadclifTe, 
Robert  Barnes,  Morell  Mackenzie  and  Mr. 
W.  Adams,  of  London  ;  Dr.  John  Barker, 
and  Messrs.  AYm.  Stokes  and  Henry  Wil- 
son, of  Dublin.  Drs.  Wm.  Mitchell,  C. 
H.  Munro,  and  George  Murray,  have  been 
appointed  delegates  to  the  Congress  from 
the  Picton  County  Medical  Society,  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  Rheumatism. — Dr. 
Heniy  K.  Leake,  of  Dallas.  Texas,  reports 
(J^eto  York  Medical  Record)  a  case  of  acute 
rheumatism  affecting  both  ankle  joints 
which  was  entirel}^  and  permanentl}^  re- 
lieved in  two  days  by  seven-grain  doses  of 
salicylic  acid  given  in  capsules  every 
hour. 

[Drs.  Baud u}' and  Fischel,  of  this  city, 
have  obtained  equall}^  remarkable  results 
from  this  method  of  treatment.  We  are 
promised  clinical  reports  b,y  both  of  the 
gentlemen  named,  which  will  be  of  great 
interest  to  every  physician  who  has  had  to 
deal  with  that  obstinate  and  intractable 
disease. — Ed.  Record.] 

Iodoform  in  Vaginismus.— The  Southern 
Mediccd  Record  for  April,  '70,  contains  the 
following  from  the  London  Medical  Record : 

"  In  the  Jowr.  de  Med.  et  de  Chir.  Prac- 
tiques,  M.  Tarnier  relates  a  case  of  much 
interest  where  iodoform  succeeded  perfectl3' 
in  relieving  vaginismus. 

A  woman,  aged  thirty- two,  married  sev- 
enteen 3'ears,  was  affected  with  an  extreme 
hj'persesthesia  of  the  vulva,  producing  pain 
on  walking,  coitus  being  extreme  torture. 
There  was  no  lesion  of  the  vulva  or  neck  of 
the  uterus.  The  vulval  aperture  and  the 
labia  minora  Avere  dusted  over  with  iodo- 
form powdered,  and  a  few  hours  afterward 
the  parts  were  insensible.  Coitus  was 
effected  with  scared}^  an}^  pain.  A  tampon 
of  cotton-wool  covered  with  the  powder  was 
placed  between  the  lips  of  the  Vulva,  and 
succeeded  admirably. 


M.  Tarnier  also  emploj-ed  iodoform  in 
most  intolerable  fissure  of  the  anus,  which 
had  resisted  all  tlie  narcotics  and  astring- 
ents usually  employed  in  such  cases.  After 
a  single  application  the  pain  diminished 
considerably,  and  a  cure  was  effected  in  a 
few  days." 

[We  have  employed  an  ointment  of  iodo- 
form (Iodoform  5ii ;  Adipis  §i.  M.)  in 
many  cases  of  hemorrhoids,  with  immediate 
relief  of  all  pain.  Of  course,  there  was  no 
curative  effect,  merel}^  a  palliation  of  symp- 
toms.] 

Female  Physicians. — We  hnd  the  fol- 
lowing in  ie  Progres  Medical  for  May  20  : 
It  is  known  that  the  question  of  admitting 
women  to  medical  lectures  is  now  pending 
in  certain  of  the  foreign  universities.  The 
Gazette  d'Aiigsbourg,  in  its  chronicle  of  the 
universities,  cites  the  following  address, 
which  one  of  the  professors  of  the  Univer- 
sit}^  of  Zurich,  M.  Hermann,  recently  gave 
a  3'oung  female  student,  on  announcing  lier 
promotion  to  the  degree  of  M.  D  :  "  Miss. 
Julia  Sinclair,  the  dignity  to  which  you  are 
promoted,  _you  have  merited  b3\your  efforts,. 
your  labors,  and  your  perseverance  in  sur- 
mounting all  difficulties ;  and  I  felicitate 
3^ou,  with  all  m3'' heart,  upon  having  so  hon- 
orabl3^  attained  3^our  object.  Even  those 
who,  like  m3'self,  regard  the  problem  of 
women  entering  the  medical  career  as  not 
being  solved  for  a  longtime  to  come  ;  these 
cannot  ayoid  giving  their  approbation  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  examinations  have 
here  been  sustained.  We  have,  from  the 
beginning,  struggled  against  that  prejudice 
of  the  ignorant  which  declares  the  female 
sex  incapable  of  serious  studies  and  of  sci- 
entific work.  If  a  refutation  of  this  theory 
were  required  it  might  be  furnished  full3^  by 
the  thesis  that  3^ou  have  presented  and 
which  a  competent  judge  has  declared  ex- 
cellent and  original. 

-  Respecting  what  will  occur  in  the  pur- 
suit of  medical  stud3^  b3'  women,  this  is. 
another  point  upon  which  the  future  will 
instruct  us ;  om'  University  can  calmly 
await  the  solution  which  ma3'  be  given  of 
these  questions.  Meanwhile,  no  one  of  us 
can  refuse  liis  S3'mpath3'  to  women  who,  like 
3'ou,  devote  themselves  to  this  class  of 
studies  with  gravity  and  with  zeal ;  who 
bring  to  it  the  necessary  amount  of  knowl- 
edge preliminarily  acquired,  and  who  close 
their  studies  as  you    have  just  done.     Re- 
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ceive  then,  my  sincere  felicitations  and  mj 
best  ^Yislles  for  3'our  future  career." 

The  University  of  Zurich  has,  during  the 
past  ten  j^ears,  conferred  the  degree  of  the 
doctorate  npon  thirteen  ladies,  who  have 
studied  under  the  faculty  of  medicine,  and 
upon  two  others  that  of  Doctor  of  Philoso- 
phy ;  three  other  ladies,  lastl}^  have  ob- 
tained the  diploma  of  the  professors  of 
special  scientific  teaching. 

A  Physician's  Life  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Lena  (province  of  Yakoutsk,  Siberia).— 
L'^nder  this  title,  the  Courrier  Mediccd  Busse 
publishes  a  very  interesting  article  upon  the 
life  and  social  position  of  some  of  our  Si- 
berian confreres  : 

Dr.  N — ,  having  arrived  upon  the  banks 
of  -the  Lena,  began  to  perform  the  duties 
which  his  position  imposed  upon  him.  It 
should  be  premised  that  in  the  province  of 
Yakoutsk  the  physician  exercises  the  finic- 
tions  of  ph^^sician  to  the  hospital,  to  the 
district,  to  the  cit}'  or  village,  and  perhaps 
those  of  the  pharmaceutist  also.  Very  often, 
owing  entireh^  to  local  circumstances,  he 
has  to  fulfill  the  functions  of  director,  feld- 
•clier  (a  kind  of  barber-surgeon)  and  hospi- 
tal warden,  although  the  names  of  his 
imaginary  employees  are  carried  upon  the 
administrative  list  of  the  functionaries  of 
the  country.  Dr.  N.  traveled,  on  his  medi- 
cal visits,  during  ten  months,  5,000  verstes 
(about  3,315  miles),  and  was  compelled, 
more  than  once,  to  travel  during  the  most 
rigorous  cold,  that  is  to  sa}^,  when  the  alco- 
hol in  the  thermometer,  when  exposed  to 
ther  air,  began  to  congeal !  When  traveling 
he  found  it  necessary  to  cany  provisions 
with  him,  for  often  it  was  impossible  to  find 
them  anywhere.  The  warmest  clothing  was 
not  alwaj^s  sufficient  to  guarantee  the  trav- 
eler against  the  cold,  and  among  the  unfor- 
tunate predecessors  of  our  Siberian  con- 
frere, two  died  in  consequence  of  the 
freezing  of  the  lower  extremities.  To  pass 
the  night.  Dr.  N.  had  to  stop  in  the  iurtas^ 
a  kind  of  hut,  the  walls  and  roof  of  which 
are  covered  with  the  dung  of  animals, 
which  freezes  as  soon  as  the  fire  within 
goes  down,  hence  the  temperature  inside 
the  iurta  falls,  toward  morning,  until  it  is 
as  cold  within  as  without.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  his  good  will.  Dr.  N.  was  unable  to 
continue  his  nomad  life  because  of  the  in- 
sufficiency of  his  salaiy.  What  are  the 
consequences?  A  large  proportion  of  the 
population   remain  without  medical   care ; 


dead  bodies  remain  for  months  unburied 
awaiting  the  compilation  of  medico-legal 
reports,  and  numerous  criminals  go  unpun- 
ished. Nevertheless,  the  position  of  the 
physician  in  the  province  of  Yakoutsk  is. 
not  merely  a  sinecure.  Thus,  Dr.  N.,  be- 
sides the  care  bestowed  upon  the  numerous 
sick,  has  collated  an  excellent  description 
of  the  medical  topography  of  the  country 
and  has  described  the  pathogeny  and  s^^mp- 
tomatolog}'  of  two  new  diseases  known  in 
Siberia  under  the  names  of  proaza  (proba- 
bh^  a  modification  of  elephantiasis) ,  and 
miriafcJilitchescuvo. — Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris. 
— L' Union  Med.  du  Canada. 

Austin  Flint,  Jr. — We  condense  the  fol- 
lowing from  a  biographical  sketch  of  the 
3'ounger  Flint,  in  the  Pojjular  Science 
Monthly,  for  May,  '76.  We  find  it  cited  in 
full,  in  the  Louisville  Mediccd  JSfeivs,  for 
April  29th  : 

Although  but  forty  years  of  age,  A.  Flint, 
Jr.,  has  attained  the  highest  rank  in  his 
chosen  department — an  experimental  in- 
quirer, teacher,  and  author — his  treatise  on 
ph^'siology  being  the  most  elaborate  in  the 
English  language. 

He  w^as^born  at  Northampton,  Mass., 
March  28,  1836,  and  his  parents  removed 
to  Bufialo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  same  3'ear.  He 
comes  of  a  long  line  of  doctors,  five  of  his 
ancesters  in  a  direct  line  having  been  ph}'- 
sicians  or  surgeons ;  hence,  hereditary 
genius  is  exemplified  in  his  person.  He 
was  educated  in  private  schools  in  Buffalo  ; 
spent  a  year  in  the  academy  at  Leicester, 
Mass.  ;  prepared  for  college  in  Buffalo  ; 
spent  a  year  at  Harvard. ;  left  that  univer- 
sit}^  in  1853  ;  spent  a  year  in  the  study  of 
civil  engineering,;  studied  medicine  at  Buf- 
falo, and  attended  two  courses  of  lectures 
at  the  medical  department  of  the  Universit}' 
of  Louisville  (1854-55  and  1855-56). 

He  graduated,  after  attending  his  final 
course  of  lectures,  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  course  of  1856-57. 
His  inaugural  thesis  on  the  "Phenomena 
of  the  Capillary  Circulation,"  based  upon 
numerous  original  experiments,  was  hon- 
ored with  the  recommendation  to  be  pub- 
lished, and  appeared  in  the  Amer.  Journal 
of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  July,  1857.  He 
was  editor,  for  three  years,  (1856-60)  of 
the  Buffalo  Mediccd  Journal,  founded  by  his 
father  in  1846. 

In  1858  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  at- 
tending surgeons  of  the  Buffalo  City  Hos- 
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[ntul,  and  in  the  same  3''eai'  was  appointed 
lirofessor  of  phj'siology  in  the  JMedical 
School  of  Enffalo.  In  1859-60  he  was  ap- 
pointed professor  of  phj'siology  in  the  New 
York  jModical  College,  and  in  18G0  was 
luide  professor  of  the  same  branch  in  the 
New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine  and  gave 
one  conrse  of  lectures.  While  in  that  city 
he  made  experiments  upon  alligators,  and 
developed  some  important  points  in  refer- 
ence to  the  intluence  of  the  pneumogastric 
nerves  upon  the  heart.  He  also  made  some 
experiments  upon  the  recurrent  sensibility 
of  the  anterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves. 
I-Ie  was  the  first  physiologist  in  this  countr}' 
to  operate  upon  the  spinal  cord  and  the 
spinal  nerves  in  living  animals. 

In  the  Spring  of  1861  Dr.  Flint  went  to 
Europe,  and  studied  several  months  with 
Claude  Bernard  and  Charles  Robin.  Prof. 
Robin  presented  his  memoir,  ^''Sur  une 
nouvelle  fonction  cm  foie"  (On  a  New 
Function  of  the  Liver),  to  the  French 
Academy  for  the  Monthj^on  prize,  without 
th-e  knowledge  of  the  author,  which  received 
honorable  mention,  and  a  recompense  to  the 
author  of  1,500  francs  in  1869.  In  1863, 
he  made  some  important  experiments  upon 
the  blood,  employing  a  new  mocje  oif  analy- 
sis for  its  nitrogenized  constituents. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  Medical  College,  in  1861,  and 
has  been,  from  the  first,  as  he  still  is,  pro- 
fessor of  phj'siology  and  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  facult3^  For  eight  3'ears 
he  was  also  professor  and  lecturer  on  phys- 
iology in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital, 
of  Brooklyn. 

In  1867,  at  the  request  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Charities  and  Correction, 
of  New  York  City,  he  reorganized  the  die- 
tary system  for  all  the  iiistitutions  under 
their  charge,  making  diet-tables  for  more 
than  ten  thousand  persons.  In  1871,  he 
made  man}-  important  observations  upon 
Weston,  the  pedestrian.  In  1869,  Dr. 
Flint  published  a  series  of  experiments 
upon  "  The  Gl^'cogenic  Function  of  the 
Liver."  In  these  papers  he  seems  to  have 
settled  the  question. 

In  1866,  he  announced  the  publication  of 
the  "  Physiology  of  Man,"  a  work  in  five 
volumes  of  five  hundred  pages  each,  and 
the  last  volume  was  issued  in  1874.  In 
1870  he  presented  his  manual  of  "  Chemical 
Examinations  of  Urine  in  Disease,"  wdiich 
w^ent  throuo'h  several  editions.  He  con- 
tributed   the    articles    on    gymnastics    and 


pugilism  to  the  American  Cyclopnedia,  was 
appointed  Surgeon. general  of  tlie  State  of- 
New  York   by  Gov.  Tilden,  in    1874,   and 
has  recently  published  a  voluminous   text- 
book of  Human  Ph3'siology. 

[The  above  meager  and  imperfect  sketch 

of  the  career  of  a  man  who  is    still  in  the 

prime  of  vigorous  middle-age  is  suggestive. 

We  commend  it  to  the  study  of  every  young 

man  in  the  profession.     It  shows  what  may 

be  accomplished   by  stead3^   effort,  tireless. 

industr3^  and  extraordinary  perseverance.], 


^0mt^m^. 


Board  of  Health  Appointments. — The 
new  Board  of  Health  has  appointed  vacci- 
nating ph3^sicians  in  every  ward  of  the  city.. 
Dr.  O'G-allagher  has  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Clerk  of  the  Board,  and  a  full 
corps  of  consulting  ph3'sicians  will  hereafter 
visit  the, Cit3"  and  Female  hospitals.  This 
action  of  the  Board  will  meet  with  general 
approval,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal 
of  Dr.  O'Brien  from  his  position  as  Clerk 
of  the  Board.  When  a  public  servant  per- 
forms his  duties  thoroughly  and  satisfac- 
toril3^,  we  cannot  perceive  the  wisdom  of  his 
removal  without  cause. 

Dr.  E.  Montgomery,  one  of  our  oldest, 
most  honorable  and  most  respected  practi- 
tioners, has  been  compelled  to  retire  from 
his  large  and  lucrative  practice  on  account 
of  continued  ill  health.  Ever3^  one  who'has 
met  Dr.  Montgomery  in  the  sick  room — 
either  as  patient  or  brother  practioner — will 
feel  profound  regret,  and  earnesth'  wish, 
that  his  health  will  soon  become  firmly 
reestablished,  and  that  the  profession  may 
soon  welcome  his  return  to  the  medical 
ranks. 

College  Changes. — Drs.  C.  O.  Curtman 
and  Gr.  W.  Hall,  having  resigned  the  chairs 
of  Chemistr3^  and  Ph3'siology,  heretofore 
filled  b3^  them  respectivel3^  in  the  Missouri 
Medical  College,  their  places  have  been 
filled  as  follows  :  Dr.  O.  A.  Wall  is  trans- 
ferred from  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  to 
that  of  Chemistry,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Todd  has 
been  appointed  to  that  of  Phvsiologv,  and 
Dr.  J.  P.  Kingsle3^  takes  that  of  Materia 
Medica,  vacated  bv  the  transferrence  of  Dr. 
Wall. 
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EXTENSIVE  HEPATIC  ABSCESS 
WITH  PNEUMO-THORAX  SIMU- 
LATING FISTULOUS  EMPYEMA. 


Aspiratory    Exploration;     Insertion    of   a 

Canula;   Drainage  and  Washing ; 

Death;  Autopsy. 


BY  W.  HUTSON  FORD,  M.  D. 


In  January,  1876,  Mr.  A.  D.,  aged  thirty 
three,  of  English  nativity,  of  rather  spare 
build,  resident  eight  years  in  St.  Louis,  be- 
gan to  experience  a  sense  of  fullness  in  the 
right  side  of  the  chest  and  hypochondrium 
with  epigastric  tenderness.  He  had  never 
had  malarial  fever  of  an}^  kind,  nor  was 
there  any  history  of  phthisis  or  cancer  in 
his  family ;  he  had  been  apparentl}^  a 
health}^  man.  Under  medical  examination 
it  was  found  that  percussion  about  the  right 
nipple,  and  below  it  as  far  as  the  costal 
margin,  was  painful ;  so  also  in  the  sub- 
axillary  space,  and  posteriori}',  from  the 
lower  angle  of  the  scapula  downward  to  the 
region  of  the  kidney  on  the  right  side.  At 
a  consultation  (in  March)  between  the  at- 
tendant physician.  Dr.  E.  S.  Jones,  and 
Dr.  J.  T  Hodgen,  great  enlargement  and 
inflammation  of  the  liver  were  determined. 
A  month  later  a  very  conspicuous  bulging 
of  the  right  hypocondrium  was  noticed. 
Hectic  with  profuse  night-sweats  set  in 
{supjpicrative  fever).  There  was  a  dry 
cough  which  rapidly  became  more  severe, 
and  expectoration  of  bronchial  froth. 
There  had  never  been  any  hemorrhage. 

May  12th.  Consultation  with  Dr.  P.  G. 
Robinson.  Intense  dyspnoea ;  constant 
cough ;  very  copious  expectoration  of 
bronchial    froth ;     pulse    120,    respiration 


40,  temperature   103f®.     There  was   much 
deep-seated  pain  in  the  right  side,  in  front, 
laterally,  and  behind,  and  also  in  the  right 
shoulder.     Great  tenderness  over  the  region 
of  the  liver  and  right  side  of  the  abdomen, 
and  posteriorly  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest,  on  the  right.     Dulness  behind,  up  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  scapula,   and  in  front 
as  high   as   the  fourth   rib  ;  feebleness   or 
absence  of  respirator}^  murmur  and  of  vocal 
resonance  coincided  with  the  area  of  dul- 
ness.    Very   little   expansion  of  the  right 
side  of  the  chest.     Diffused  mucous  rales 
over  the   greater  part   of  the   inferior  and 
posterior  portion  of  the  right  lung.     The 
physical  signs  pointed  to  a  limited  effusion 
into  the  right  pleural  sac.     An  unfavorable 
prognosis  was  made.     The  next  day  signs 
of  pneumonic  inflammation  appeared  ;  there 
was  expectoration  of  rusty  sputa  for  twerity- 
fonr  hours,   and  on  the   15th  of  May  the 
expectoration   suddenly   became   purulent, 
and  so  copious  as  nearly  to  suffocate  the 
patient ;  it  was  clear  that  an  abscess  had 
burst  through  the  lung. 

On  the  8th  of  June  I  saw  the  case  in 
company  with  Drs.  Jones  and  Robinson. 
The  disease  had  made  rapid  progress ; 
emaciation  was  great,  and  expectoration 
very  profuse.  There  were  distinct  signs  of 
a  cavity  fllled  with  air  within  the  chest 
above  the  normal  line  of  the  diaphragm 
communicating  with  the  bronchi.  There 
was  hectic  and  very  profuse  night-sweats. 
The  expectorated  matter  was  devoid  of 
odor  and  much  like  liver-tissue  pulped  in  a 
mortar.  The  microscope  showed  pus  cor- 
puscles in  abundance,  broken-down  liver 
cells  and  very  numerous  crj^stals  of  cystine 
with  quite  a  number  of  those  of  leucin  and 
of  tyrosin.  The  existence  of  hepatic  ab- 
scess was  regarded  as  positive,  with  fistu- 
lous pneumo-thorax.  It  was  by  no  means 
clear,  however,  whether  the  air  was  con- 
tained in  the  pleural  sac,  or  in  the  abscess 
cavity  alone. 

June  11. — The  liver  extends  an  inch  and 
a  half  below  the  costal  border  ;  lower  limit 
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of  lung   sounds,  anteriorly,    the   fifth  rib  ; 
laterall}',  the    sixth ;  posteriori}',    the    sev- 
enth rib.     Since  the  last  visit  the  lung  seems 
to   have    descended.     In   front,    in   dorsal 
decubitus,  purely  tjanpanitic  sounds  from 
the  fifth  to  the  eighth  rib  ;  laterall}^,  t^-m- 
panites  downwards  to  a  horizontal  line  of 
dulness  passing  through   the  posterior  fold 
of   the  axilla.     Exaggerated  blowing  with 
amphoric  resonance  over  the  whole  tympan- 
itic area  with  large  bullar  rales,  and  at  a 
point  three  inches  behind  the  nipple,  (i.  e., 
towards  the  spine)  and  one  and  a  half  inches 
below  it    (i.  e.   towards  the  feet) ,  loud  to- 
and-fro  blowing  sounds  mixed  with   coarse 
bubbling.     Between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ribs,    in  the  line   of  the  axilla,  there  is  a 
pufiTy  elevation  of  the  skin,  without  redness, 
which  becomes  strongly  distended  when  the 
patient   coughs.     This  elevation   is   easily 
depressed  by  the  finger,   which   recognizes 
nodose  irregularities  of  the   ribs   between 
which   it  lies.     At  this   point   Dieulafoy's 
needle  No.  2  was  introduced  to  a  depth  of 
two  and  a  half  inches.     The  edges  of  the 
I'ibs  were  found  to  be  carious.     The  needle 
plainly  passed  into  an  empty  cavity  ;  it  was 
made  to  traverse  in  all  directions  with  wide 
angulation,    meeting    with    no    resistance 
whatever.     At  a  depth  of  three  inches  or 
more,  its  point  impinged  against  the  oppo- 
site wall  of  the  cavity.     Held  horizontally, 
air   only,    entered  the  aspirator ;    inclined 
downwards,    a   little   pus   flowed,  and  the 
needle  became  clogged.     Needle  No.  4  was 
tlien  introduced  at  the   same  point.     Much 
air   and   about  three  ounces  of  pus   quite 
similar  to  that  coughed  up  (like  liver  pulp) , 
and  devoid  of  odor,  was  withdrawn  ;  the 
needle  then  became   clogged.     Various  de- 
flections of  this  needle  at  wide  angles,  also 
showed  its  presence  in  a  wide  cavity.     The 
same  needle  (No.  4.)  was  now  passed,  be- 
tween the  eighth  and  ninth  ribs,  at  a  point 
three  inches  below  and  one  inch  behind  the 
nipple  (the  erect  posture  being  supposed) . 
The  needle  entered  two  and  a  half  inches, 
or  more,  no  opposite  wall  was  felt ;  it  tra- 


versed in  all  directions,  except  posteriori}^ 
as  freely  as  before.  With  considerable  in- 
clination, the  posterior  wall  of  the  cavity 
could  be  touched.  Much  air  and  an  ounce 
or  two  of  pus  entered  the  aspirator.  Both 
needles  had  evidently  entered  the  same 
abscess-cavity  ;  the  diaphragm  was  plainly 
extensively  destroyed,  if  it  lay,  as  was  sup- 
posed, between  the  two  points  of  puncture. 
There  was  no  bloody  expectoration  or  con- 
stitutional disturbance  apparently  conse- 
quent upon  the  aspiratory  exploration.  In 
the  recumbent  posture,  as  already  stated^ 
the  dulness  was  absolute  inferiorly,  under 
the  axilla,  while  the  upper  and  lateral  parts 
of  the  chest  were  highly  resonant.  In  the 
sitting  posture,  the  dulness  behind  reached 
nearly  to  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula. 
When  laid  upon  the  left  side,  recumbent 
and  semi-prone,  a  part  of  the  area  of  pos- 
terior dulness,  comprised  between  a  point 
an  inch  and  a  half  below  the  scapular  angle 
and  five  inches  from  the  spinal  ridge,  the 
point  of  previous  puncture  in  the  axillary 
space,  and  the  angle  of  the  eighth  rib,  be- 
came strongly  tympanitic,  while  the  anterior 
parts,  previously  resonant  in  dorsal  decu- 
bitus, were  now  absolutely  dull.  The  to- 
and-fro  blowing,  with  coarse  bubbling  and 
amphoric  vocal  and  respiratory  resonance, 
were  now  heard  posteriorly. 

The  cough  was  unceasing  ;  he  was  spitting 
up  a  pint  or  two  of  reddish,  odorless  pus 
daily.  It  was  determined  to  drain  the 
abscess  cavity  posteriorly  by  a  free  incision 
without  delay,  as  he  was  rapidly  losing 
ground. 

June  13th. — With  the  assistance  of  Drs. 
Jones  and  Robinson,  a  canula  w^as  passed 
into  the  abscess  cavity.  He  was  first  placed 
recumbent  and  semi-prone  on  the  left  side. 
In  the  sub-scapular  area  of  tympanites  de- 
veloped by  this  posture, as  already  described, 
a  point  was  selected  two  inches  below  the 
angle  of  the  scapula  and  five  inches  from 
the  middle  of  the  spine.  Here,  aspiration 
was  made  with  needle  No.  4.  Passed  in 
nearly  to  its    whole  length,  the  needle  tra- 
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versed  with  great  great  freedom  in  all  direc- 
tions except  outvvardl3\     Much  air  entered 
the  aspirator,  but  very  little  pus,  which  was 
so  thick  that  the   needle  became   promptl}^ 
clogged.     It  was   determined   to   make  an 
opening   still   further  from   the    spine.     A 
point  was  selected  six  inches  from  the  spin- 
ous crests,  between   the  eighth   and   ninth 
ribs,    and    just  posterior    to    their    angle. 
Here  an  incision  was  practised.     Pus  and 
air  immediatel}^  welled   from  the   opening. 
Through  this  opening  a  flexible  whalebone 
sound  was  introduced  ;  it  passed  anteriorly 
seven  and  a  half  inches  ;  its  lateral  motion 
indicated  a  cavity  some  four  inches   in  di- 
ameter.    Carried  superiorly,    it  passed  up- 
wards four  inches  or  more.     A  curved  silver 
canula   was   now^  introduced   and  secured. 
Much  pus  flowed  through  it,  especiall}^  when 
he  was  restored  to  the  dorsal  decubitus  ;  the 
discharge  then  became  very  profuse.     There 
was  no  blood  in   it — only  a  teaspoonful  of 
blood  was  lost  from  the  cutaneous  incision. 
He  was  somewhat  excited  b}"  the  operation, 
but  soon  recovered  himself.     Cavity  to  be 
washed  out  twice  daily, 

June  loth,  10  a.  m. — Has  expectorated 
but  little,  altogether  not  more  than  two  to 
four  ounces  since  the  13th  inst.  An  im- 
mense quantity  of  pus  has  passed  through 
the  canula.  Pulse  130,  respiration  26, 
temperature  about  normal.  The  abscess 
cavity  was  thoroughly  washed  out  with  a 
weak  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  injected 
through  a  flexible  catheter  passed  through 
the  canula.  This  washing  is  advised  twice 
dail3\ 

June  15th,  8  p.  m. — His  condition  is  evi- 
dently deteriorated.  Has  been  sleeping 
much.  At  least  four  ounces  of  thick  grum- 
ous  pus  occasionall}^  streaked  with  blood, 
so  tenaceous  as  hardly  to  pass  through  the 
canula,  and  carrying  with  it  considerable 
masses  of  sphacelated  tissue,  has  been  dis- 
charged. Pulse  125,  respiration  23,  tem- 
perature 99f®,  skin  clammy  and  extremi- 
ties cold.  No  diarrhoea,  but  his  ankles  and 
feet  are  greatly  swollen.     During  the  wash- 


ing  he  wakes    and   talks  with   some  little 
spirit  rationally,    but  quickly  dozes    away 
again.     The  prognosis   is    now    absolutely 
unfavorable.     His  emaciation   is  extreme ; 
the  decubitus  is  dorsal  with  the  head  low  ;    - 
he  is  so   weak  he  cannot    turn   or   move. 
The  abscess  has  ceased  to  point  under  the 
axilla.     Both  here  and  at  the  seat  of  the 
other  aspiratory  puncture  made  the  same 
day,  the  skin  is  now  quite  painless,  devoid 
of  redness,  and  otherwise  indistinguishable- 
from  that  of  adjacent  parts. 

June  16th. — Condition  still  further  ag~- 
gravated.  Very  little  pus  has  been  dis-- 
charged  from  the  cavity  of  the  abscess.. 
Quite  a  considerable  flow  has  occurred  to- 
day, of  a  yellowish  fluid,  like  3^olk  of  egg,., 
as  stated  b}^  the  female  attendant,  plainly 
biliary.  He  swallows  with  diflScult}",  and 
bids  adieu  to  his  friends.  The  cavit}-  to  he- 
cleansed  twice  a  da}^  by  free  injections  of 
warm  water  containing  sulphate  of  zinc  and 
a  little  carbolic  acid;  the  elastic  catheter 
used  passes  forward  in  the  direction  of  the 
nipple  about  eight  inches.  , 

June    18th,    2  p.  m. — The  discharge   of    j 
bile  (proved  to   be   such   by   testing   with     i 
nitric  acid)  has  continued   and  steadily  in- 
creased until  a  very  large  quantity,  difficult 
to  estimate,  now  passes  through  the  canula.. 
Numerous  cloths  of  large  size  are  saturated 
with  this  discharge,  which  penetrates  the' 
oakum  on  which  he  lies  and  even  saturates; 
the  mattress  ;  it  is  of  a  bright  yellow  color,, 
quite  fluid,  and  altogether  like  the   biMous! 
evacuations  of  an  infant.     The  quantity  of 
pus  is  much  diminished.     The   microscope 
shows  fatty  globules  and  liver  cells  in  great 
abundance,  but  few  pus  corpuscles,  and  no 
crystals  of  any  kind.     The   tongue  is  in- 
clined to  dryness,    pulse   120,    respiration 
36,  temperature  about  normal  on  the  trunk  • 
the  extremities  are  cool  and  clammy.     Lit- 
tle or  no  bile  seems  to  enter  the  intestines  ; 
the  bowels  have  not  moved  for  three  days  ; 
he  has  been  taking  opiates  quite  freely.     He 
coughed  up  a  little  bloody  froth  yesterday, 
and   the   discharge   was  seen   once   to   be 
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slightl}'  streaked  with  blood,   and  again  to 
•be  greenish. 

June  10th,  10  a.  m. — -He  still  hangs  on  ; 
restless  during  the  night ;  refuses  nourish- 
ment. Is  quite  conscious,  but  too  weak  to 
talk  above  a  whisper,  and  then  onl}"  in 
nionos3-llables.  The  copious  discharges  of 
bilious  fluid,  without  a  trace  of  foetor,  con- 
tinues. He  expectorated  only  a  little  whit- 
ish froth,  in  all  amounting  to  less  than  an 
ounce  dail}",  during  several  daj^s  past. 
Temperature  somewhat  less  than  normal 
(97.5®)  in  axilla.  The  weather  is  very 
cool,  temperature  of  air  60®  ;  ordered  fire 
in  room.  Nourishment  and  stimulus  to  be 
pressed ;  nutritive  enemata  if  he  refuses 
food  b}'  the  mouth.  Pulse  118,  respira- 
tion 35. 

June  19th,  6  p.  m. — The   discharge  lost 
Its  bilious  character  to-da}^  about  one  or  two 
o'clock.     He  has  since  coughed  up  a  con- 
siderable quantit}^  of  viscid,   creamy,   foul- 
smelling  and  tasting  purulent  matter,  quite 
►^mlike  that  expectorated  before  the  incision 
was  made.     Temperature  99.5®,  pulse  140, 
^•espiration   36.     He   is   conscious;  moans 
continually  ;  the  pulse  is  jerking  and  windy. 
The   discharge    is    decidedly   foetid.     The 
■silver  canula  was  withdrawn,  after  thorough 
washing  of  the  cavity  with  carbolized  zinc 
lotion,  and  replaced  by  a  quarter-inch  rub- 
■ber  drainage   tube   penetrating  two   and  a 
vhalf  inches  into  the  chest,    aud  fitted   with 
■an  elastic  sac  for  receiving  the  discharge. 
Has   taken   nourishment   and   stimulus  by 
urgent    persuasion.      He    gradually    sank 
during  the  night  and  died  at  6  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th. 

June  20th,  11  a.  m. — Autopsy  five  hours 
^fter  death  (conducted  b}^  Dr.  Ford  ;  pres- 
ent, Drs.  Prewitt,  Mudd,  McCosh,  Jones 
-and  Robinson)  : 

Body  free  from  icteric  tint ;  emaciation 
extreme ;  rigor-mortis  well  established. 
The  sac  attached  yesterday  is  half  full  of 
grumous  fluid  pus.  The  sternum  was  re- 
moved, and  the  right  thoracic  wall  cut  out 
with  shears  as  far  back  as  the  axillary  line. 


While  dissecting  this  out,   the   fifth,    sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  ribs  were  found  exten- 
sively necrotic,  their  cancellated  tissue  being 
charged    with   pus ;    the   eighth  rib    broke 
in    two    under    gentle    traction    at   three 
inches    from    its    cartilaginous    extremity. 
No  trace  of  the  aspiratory  punctures  was 
perceived.     The  peritoneal  cavity  contained 
some  ascitic  fluid.     The  liver  was  adherent 
to  the  abdominal  walls,  in  front  and  later- 
ally, and  superiorly  to  the  diaphragm  for  a 
considerable  distance  beyond  the^margin  of 
perforation  of  that  structure.     It  projected 
downwards  an  inch  and  a  half  or  more  be- 
low the  costal  border.     The  lung  was  found 
adherent  to  the   thoracic   walls   posteriorly 
and  laterally  and  to  the  diaphragm  around 
the    diaphragmatic   perforation.     The   ab- 
scess was  seen  to  extend  from  the  middle  of 
the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  through  the  dia- 
phragm into  the  thoracic  cavity ;  and  thus 
consisted  of  two  distinct  portions,  a  pul- 
monar}^  and  a  hepatic  excavation,   defined 
by  the  ragged  edges  of  the  remains  of  the 
diaphragm.     The  perforation  through  this 
latter   structure  measured  five   inches,    b}' 
three  and  a  half  antero-posteriorly.     The 
hepatic  portion  of  the  cavity,   below  this, 
was   of    a   regular   semi-ovoid   shape,  five 
inches  deep  and  four  inches  or  more  in  di- 
ameter ;  its  walls  were  smooth  with  distinct 
indication   of    healing,    and    coated    with 
masses  of  adhesive  lymph.     The   thoracic 
portion  of  the  cavit}^  was  excavated  in  the 
substance  of  the  lower   lobe  of  the   right 
lung ;  it  was  four  inches  long  and  as  wide 
below   as    the    diaphragmatic   perforation. 
Its   walls   were  irregular,    of    sphacelated 
lung  tissue  onlj^,  which  hung  in  dirty  gray- 
ish or  black   festoons  like   cobwebs  on   all 
sides  except  externally,  where  the  lung  was 
destroyed  by  the    ulcerative   process.     A 
wide  communication  with  the  air  passages 
was  demonstrated  on  the  inner  aspect  of  the 
cavity.     There  was  no  appearance  whatever 
of  limitation,  or  of  the  formation  of  pj^o- 
genous  membranes,  in  the  thoracic  portion 
of  the  abscess-cavit3\     The  right  lung  was 
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everywhere  oedematous,  though  more  crepi- 
tant in  front  and  superiorly ;  as  the  side  of 
the  chest  was  approached  the  tissue  became 
still  more  oedematous,  condensed,  and  less 
crepitant,  the  alveoli  being  filled  with  whit- 
ish semi-concrete  matter,  supposed  to  be 
broncho-pneumonic  or  moist  chees}^  infarct, 
quite  like  the  matter  lately  spat  up.  This 
condition  was  well  marked  in  the  apex. 
Posteriorly,  and  around  the  ulcerative  ex- 
cavation, the  lung- tissue  was  in  a  state  of 
splenization  and  grey  hepatization.  The 
surface  of  the  liver  was  mottled,  softened 
and  yellowish,  in  fatty  infiltration  through- 
out, the  acini  well  defined  by  the  prevalent 
congestion  ;  various  sections  failed  to  dem- 
onstrate any  other  abscess  cavity.  Near 
the  walls  of  the  abscess  difiiised  interstitial 
ecch5rniosis  could  be  seen.  The  liver 
weighed  ninet}- -two  ounces ;  including  the 
part  represented  by  the  abscess  cavity 
probably  at  least  a  hundred  ounces,  very 
nearl}^,  therefore,  twice  its  normal  weight 
for  an  individual  of  the  stature  and  devel- 
opment of  the  patient.  A  considerable 
extravasation  of  fluid  blood  was  found  be- 
neath the  capsule  of  the  right  kidnej^,  which 
was  much  enlarged  and  in  a  state  of  acute 
congestion.  The  left  kidney  was  smaller 
than  natural.  The  drainage  tube  was  found 
in  the  most  dependent  part  of  the  cavity, 
(the  recumbent  posture  being  understood) , 
at  about  its  middle  ;  it  had  passed  through 
the  thoracic  walls  and  a  thin  layer  of  ir- 
recognizable  tissue  on  the  side  of  the  chest. 


Acute  hepatitis  terminating  in  resolution, 
seldom  extends  over  a  period  of  more  than 
three  weeks  (GrisoUe).  The  duration  of 
suppurative  hepatitis  of  'idiopathic"  na- 
ture, is  generally  about  six  weeks  or  two 
months.  I  have  seen  a  case  where  the  ab- 
scess broke  through  the  lungs  and  the 
patient  recovered,  w^hich  lasted  altogether 
but  five  weeks.  In  the  present  case,  there- 
fore, the  progress  of  the  disease  was  un- 
usually slow,  viz  :  five  and  a  half  to  six 
months 


In  hepatic  suppuration  of  embolic  or 
thrombotic  origin,  the  abscesses  are  multi- 
ple, death  generally  occurring  before  fusion 
takes  place.  In  cases  primarily  due  to 
interstitial  hepatitis,  even  where  a  single 
great  cavity  is  found  on  autops}^,  this, 
Rokitansky  states,  can  be  almost  invariably 
shown  to  have  resulted  from  the  coalesc- 
ence of  numerous  purulent  foci  distributed 
through  a  given  area. 

There  was  no  historj^,  in  the  case  report- 
ed, of  any  diathetic  condition  capable  of 
inducing  hepatic  inflammation  ;  the  patient 
was  quite  temperate  save  in  an  excessive 
indulgence  in  saccharine  food  ;  he  consumed 
habitually  a  very  large  quantity  of  pastry 
and  sweetened  confections  of  all  kinds* 
Hepatic  congestion,  it  is  highly  probable,, 
existed  long  prior  to  the  actual  development 
of  inflammation.  No  echinococci-hooklets 
were  ever  found  in  the  pus,  though  carefully 
looked  for. 

The  general  progress  of  the  disease  maj 
be  stated  to  have  been  as  follows  :  Suppu- 
rative hepatitis  was  established  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  right  lobe,  the  rest  of  the 
organ  being  acutely  congested.  Inflamma-  ! 
tion  of  the  investing  peritoneum  supervened  | 
(perihepatitis)  involving  the  peritoneal  sao  \ 
generall}^,  more  or  less,  at  one  time.  The 
abscess,  developed  by  the  fusion  of  neigh-  | 
boring  purulent  foci  through  breaking  down 
of  the  parenchj^matous  septa  between  them, 
grew  to  a  very  large  size,  elevating  the 
right  hypochondrium  (as  stated  by  the  at- 
tendant physician)  as  much  as  two  inches 
above  that  of  the  left  side,  and  pressing  up 
the  diaphragm  and  lung.  At  this  time, 
while  adhesion  was  in  progress  between  the 
pulmonary  and  diaphragmatic  pleurae,  it  is 
probable  a  moderate  amount  of  serous  fluid 
was  eflTused  into  the  pleural  sac.  The  lung 
was  thereby  somewhat  displaced  and  com- 
pressed ;  this  efi'usion  must  have  been 
subsequently  absorbed.  When  a  hepatic 
abscess  attains  a  very  large  size  before 
bursting,  it  may  so  deviate  the  diaphragm 
and  lung  and  approach  the  thoracic  w^all  in 
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the  neigiiborliood  of  the  angle  of  the  scap- 
ula, as  greatly  to  simulate  pleuritic  effusion. 
Such  a  case  is  noted  in  the  November  num- 
>ber  of  the  New  York  Medical  Journal  foi- 
ls 74,    as  occurring  in   Bellevue  Hospital. 
Death  took  place  before  rupture.     The  con- 
cavit}'  of  the  diaphragm  was  pushed  up  by 
the  distended  liver  as  far  as  the  third  rib  on 
the  right  side,   and  the  fourth  on  the  left. 
The  abscess  was  enormous,  involving  both 
right  and   left  lobes.     The   pleura  on   the 
right   side   contained   considerable   serum. 
The  disease  seems  to  have  been  accompan- 
ied with   intestinal   inflammation,    perhaps 
induced  hy  it ;  it  is  not  improbable  the  liver 
was  primaril}^  diseased.     The  thoracic  vis- 
cera  were   so   extensivel}^   dislocated  that 
many  of  the  signs  of  extensive  effusion  into 
the  pleural  cavity  (of  empyematous  nature) 
"were  present.     The  case  was  acute  and  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  correctly  diagnosed. 
•^On  the  right  side,    anteriorly,  there   were 
flatness  and  dulness  from  the  third  rib  ;  on 
the  left,  flatness  was  found  over  the  lower 
two  inches  of  the  chest.     The  size   which 
-hepatic  abscess  may  attain  is  thus  seen  to 
•b)e  enormous  ;  cases  have   been   known  in 
Tivhich   the  capacity   of  the   abscess-cavit}^ 
"was  four,  six,  or  even  twelve  pints    (Roki- 
tausky,  Grisolle).     A  peculiar   feature   in 
the  case  of  Mr.  A.  D.  was  the  extensive  ul- 
cerative  destruction   of   pulmonary   tissue 
subsequently   to    perforation  ;    the   greater 
part  of  the  right  inferior  lobe  w^as  involved 
:and  from  a  third  to  a  half  of  it  destroyed, 
lan  oblong  irregular  cavit}^  having  been  hol- 
lowed   out   b}'  ulceration    and    sloughing. 
Whether  the  broncho-pneumonic  infarction 
was  subsequent   to  perforation  of  the  dia- 
phragm  or    antecedent  thereto,   cannot  be 
strictly    determined ;     the    extent   of    the 
erosion   would  seem   to    imply  an    antece- 
•dent  impairment   of  the    integritj^  of  the 
lung.     At    the    autopsy    the    right     lung 
"was   found  adherent   to  the  thoracic  walls 
;as    low   as    its    normal    limit    or    nearly 
so ;    there  was   no  collection   of    pleuritic 
ifluid ;    as   already    suggested,    any   previ- 


ous effusion  of  this  kind  must   have  been 
absorbed. 

Cystine^  as  a  urinar}^  deposit,  is  generally 
considered  to  indicate  hepatic  trouble.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  instance  in  which  it  has 
been  detected  in  the  sputa  of  hepatic  ab- 
scess breaking  through  the  lung,  or  in  pus 
from  the  same  source  otherwise  evacuated. 
Leucin  and  tyrosin  are  also  believed  to  sig- 
nify impairments  of  nutrition  or  an  ulcera- 
tive character.  The  large  amount  of  sul- 
phur contained  in  cystine  would  seem  to 
denote  the  origin  of  this  body  in  some 
modification  of  taurine  or  tauro-cholic  acid  ; 
taurine  itself,  according  to  Redtenbacher's 
analysis,  contains  nearly  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  its  weight  of  sulphur.  If  this  view 
be  be  correct,  the  presence  of  C3'stine  in 
expectorated  purulent  matter  would  consti- 
tute, it  seems  to  me,  a  valuable  indication 
of  its  hepatic  origin. 

The  successive  changes  in  the  character 
of  the  expectorated  matters,  where  the  ab- 
scess breaks  into  the  lung,  are  well  worthy 
of  note.  While  the  abscess  is  forming  and 
adhesion  going  on  between  the  liver  and 
diaphragm,  the  cough  is  simpl}^  irritative, 
accompanied  with  pain  in  the  shoulder  and 
side  of  the  neck,  attributable  to  irritation 
of  the  phrenic.  The  pleural  inflammation 
likewise  gives  rise  to  sharp  stitches  of  pain 
and  divy  cough  ;  I  have  known  the  pain  at 
this  period  to  be  most  felt  over  the  region 
of  the  kidne}^  radiating  as  far  as  the  sciatic 
notch,  in  one  case*  As  3'et  there  is  no  ex- 
pectoration. Soon,  however,  bronchial 
hypersecretion  is  established  and  frothy 
matter  is  coughed  up.  Somewhat  later, 
more  or  less  localized  pneumonic  inflamma- 
tion determines  the  expectoration  of  rust}' 
sputa  for  a  short  period  until  ulceration  has 
established  a  communication  with  the  bron- 
chial passages,  ^nXiqw  suddenly  i\\Q  expector- 
ation becomes  purulent,  and  so  abundant  as 
to  threaten  suflTocation.  I  have  seen  three 
pints  of  matter  mosth^  purulent,  coughed  up 
dail}",  during  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the 
rupture  of  the  abscess.     The  pus  is  at  first 
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inodorus  ;  liver-pus  seems  to  be  generall}^ 
so,  perhaps  from  the  presence  of  bile,  which, 
according  to  various  authorities,  it  usually 
contains,  as  this  fluid  is  well  known  to  be 
peculiarl}' '  antiseptic.  In  other  respects  the 
pus  is  sometimes  quite  similar,  to  that  of 
other  abscesses,  being  possessed  of  no 
special  qualities  distinguishing  it  as  the  re- 
sult of  hepatic  inflammation,  saving  those 
observable  under  the  microscope.  Very 
often,  however,  as  in  the  case  just  reported 
it  assumes  a  peculiar  appearance,  and 
closely  resembles  liver-tissue  pulped  in  a 
mortar  and  mingled  with  ordinary  pus  ;  it 
is  then  quite  pathognomonic.  Budd  attrib- 
utes this  coloration  to  the  pus  becoming 
mixed  with  blood  and  broken-down  pulmon- 
ary tissue  in  its  transit  through  the  lungs. 
It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  in  the 
case  reported,  pus  directly  withdrawn  from 
the  hepatic  portion  of  the  cavity  b}'  aspira- 
tion, as  well  as  that  discharged  through  the 
canula,  presented  exactly  the  same  appear- 
ance as  the  matter  expectorated  at  the  time  ; 
no  doubt  can  obtain,  therefore,  but  that  in 
the  present  case,  at  least,  the  liver-like  hue 
was  possessed  b}'  it  while  still  within  the 
abscess  cavit}",  and  as  this  cavity  was  partly 
hepatic  and  partly  pulmonic,  the  debris 
commingled  with  the  pus  from  the  abscess 
walls  themselves,  whether  of  the  lung  or  of 
the  liver,  or  of  both,  must  be  regarded  as 
the  cause  of  the  characteristic  coloration, 
and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  passage 
through  the  bronchi  could  be  essential  to  its 
production.  Moreover,  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  canula  the  expectorated  matter 
promptl}^  became  creamy,  being  plainly  de- 
rived from  the  suppurating  lung  and  not 
from  the  abscess;  while  the  discharge  simul- 
taneously delivered  b}^  the  drainage' tube 
still  retained  the  appearances  described, 
though  alternating  with  an  almost  purely 
bilious  flow. 

Another  interesting  point  developed  in 
this  case,  was  the  establishment  of  a 
pneumo-thorax  by  the  formation  of  a  vast 
•cavity  freely  communicating  with  the  air- 


passages.  All  the  signs  of  pneumo-hydro- 
thorax  were  present ;  there  was  evidently  a 
vacuit}^  within  the  thorax  filled  with  air 
above  and  with  fluid  below  ;  nevertheless 
this  cavity  was  not  in  the  pleural  sac,  and 
the  fluid  was  not  serous  nor  sero-purulent. 
The  lung  was  bound  to  the  parietes  of  the 
thorax,  and  the  pleural  cavit}^  obliterated ; 
the  excavation  having  been  effected  at  the 
expense  of  both  liver  and  lung  paren- 
chyma. B}^  its  situation  and  extent  it  was 
thus  well  calculated  to  convey  the  impres- 
sion of  an  accumulation  of  serum  or  sero- 
pus  in  the  general  cavity  of  the  pleura  or 
in  an  interlobar  sac,  with  subsequent  fistu- 
lous.pneumo-thorax.  The  possibility  of  a 
similar  constitution  of  the  cavity  in  future 
to  that  actually  found  here,  should  forbid 
incision  for  drainage  purposes  between  the 
ribs,  nearer  the  spine  than  their  angle,  lest 
the  lung,  still  in  its  normal  site  and  adhe- 
rent to  the  chest-wall,  be  accidentally  tra- 
versed under  the  erroneous  hj^Dothesis  that 
it  had  been  previously  pressed  upward  and 
against  the  spinal  column  by  a  suppositi- 
tious pleural  accumulation  of  fluid.  The 
condition  of  the  kidne}^  appears  to  have 
supervened  during  the  last  few  days  of  life, 
and  doubtless  hastened  death. 

I  have  but  a  word  more  to  add  concern- 
ing the  treatment  of  hepatic  abscess  by  the 
recent  methods  of  aspiratory  evacuation 
and  drainage.  This  should  be  practised  as 
soon  as  the  purulent  collection  is  distinctly 
formed.  Aspiration,  under  these  circum- 
stances, is  designed  to  be, not  onl}'  explora- 
tory, but  therapeutical  likewise.  The  indi- 
cation is  to  evacuate  the  pus  and  wash  out 
the  abscess-cavit}^  frequently  and  thor- 
oughly, through  a  canula  placed,  a  demeure^ 
which  need  not  be  of  ver}"  large  size.  The 
abscess  must  by  all  means  be  prevented 
from  perforating  the  diaphragm  or  breaking 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity  or  adjacent  hollow 
organs.  Its  disposition  towards  spontane- 
ous evacuation  by  the  lung,  will  be  revealed 
by  the  special  sjanptoms.  Though  the 
puncture  of  the  liver  bj^  Dieulafoy's  needles 


80 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


is  not  an  absolutely  innocent  procedure, 
notwithstanding  his  assertions  in  this  re- 
spect, which  perhaps  are  a  little  too  em- 
phatic, nevertheless,  like  most  other  well 
devised  and  properly  guarded  surgical 
measures,  it  is  infinitel}'  less  dangerous 
than  the  condition  it  is  intended  to  remove. 
When,  therefore,  sj^mptoms  point  to  the 
formation  of  abscess  in  the  liver  threaten- 
ing to  perforate  the  diaphragm,  the  pus 
ought  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  aspirator. 
The  S3^mptoms  denoting  the  propriety  of 
this,  will  be  the  usual  ones  indicative  of 
hepatic  abscess,  viz :  dull  and  continuous 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  and  in  the 
right  side,  back,  and  shoulder.  Acuter 
pains  may  shoot  through  the  chest  or  be 
felt  even  in  the  loins  and  hip.  There  will 
"be  elevation  of  the  diaphragm  and  lung, 
increased  bulk  of  the  liver  and  vaulting  of 
the  right  hypochondrium.  When  to  these 
phenomena  are  superadded  the  more  special 
ones  of  hectic  and  night-sweats  {suppura- 
tive fever)  with  antecedent  or  concurrent 
rigors,  a  persistent  cough,  either  without 
expectoration  or  with  expuition  of  bronchial 
froth,  a  sensation  of  tension  in  the  right 
side  of  the  chest,  impairment  or  loss  of 
respiratory  movement,  and  diffused  dulness 
inferiorly  and  posteriorly*  with  more  or  less 
severe  dyspnoea,  the  moment  has  arrived 
when  tentative  puncture  with  Dieulafo3^'s 
smaller  needles,  or  better,  with  Fitch's 
dome-pointed  trocars  of  small  size,  should 
be  practised.  There  should  be  no  delay, 
for  there  is  no  time  to  lose ;  in  a  day  6v  two 
the  abscess  may  burst  either  into  the  pleural 
cavity,  as  in  a  case  cited  by  Grisolle,  or 
into  the  respiratory  passages.  Nothing  can 
be  gained  by  waiting,  even  if  perforation 
should  not  occur  at  once,  while  many  cases 
are  now  known  to  us  of  the  best  results 
ensuing  upon  early  evacuation  of  the  pus. 
Should  an  echinococcus-cj-st  be  present, 
which  occasions  s3'mptoms,  eventually, 
closely  resembling  those  of  the  chronic 
form  of  abscess,  evacuation  is  likewise  im- 
peratively indicated,    and    the    aspirator}^ 


puncture  will  prove  equally,  indeed,  still 
more  effective.  When  the  pus  is  with- 
drawn, a  special  canula  is  to  be  inserted, 
through  which  the  cavity  may  be  washed 
out.  Owing  to  the  inelastic  nature  of  the 
hepatic  tissue,  the  abscess  is  generally  slow 
in  closing,  and  nothing  short  of  continuous 
drainage  with  daily  cleansing  by  antiseptic 
and  modifying  liquids,  will  insure  its  cica- 
trization. If  evacuated  before  it  has  com- 
municated by  the  ulcerative  process  with 
neighboring  hollow  organs  or  cavities,  the 
abscess  will  scarcely  do  so  afterwards,  pro- 
vided the  secretions  of  its  walls  be  with- 
drawn as  they  are  formed,  and  the  suppu- 
rating surfaces  cleansed,  in  accordance  with 
surgical  rules  now  dominant  with  regard  to- 
drainage  and  washing. 
1525  Olive  street. 

♦-♦-♦ 


IODOFORM    WITH  IRON  AS   AN 
ALTERATIVE. 


BY  A.  L.  REICHARD,  M.  D. 


Writing  communications  for  papers  or 
medical  journals  has  never  been  my  forte, 
but  on  looking  over  my  note  book  I  find 
recorded  cases  which  were  treated  with  that 
invaluable  remedy,  pills  of  iodoform  and 
iron,  and  after  having  used  them  for  a 
period  of  nine  j^ears  I  am  free  to  say  that,. 
in  chronic  ulceration,  I  care  not  to  what 
extent  it  maj^  exist  or  of  how  long  stand- 
ing it  may  be,  it  will  cure  them ;  not  for 
a   short  period  only   and   then   break  out 

afresh,  an  occurrence  that  I  have  never 
witnessed  in  my  experience.  I  have- 
treated  some  of  the  worst  forms  of  chronic 
ulcer,  and  I  have  the  first  case  to  see  where 
the  cure  was  not  permanent  and  lasting, 
and  in  this  I  simply  corroborate  the  experi-^ 
ence  of  Dr.  Stiles  Kennedy,  published  in 
1870.  One  case  in  particular,  that  I  treat- 
in  1867,  nor  can  I  conceive  the  possibility 
of  a  worse  case,  of  which  I  made  a  full  re- 
port to,  and  which  was  published  by  the- 
State   Medical    Association   in   its   annual 
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transactions,    as  the   report  of  the   Lehigh 
County  Medical  Societ}^  in  1868. 

The  following  is  a  brief  recapitulation  of 
the  extent  of  ulceration  and  the  final  treat- 
ment : 

Female,  age  thirty,  ulceration  of  six 
years'  standing,  had  been  under  medical 
treatment  nearly  that  length  of  time  before 
she  came  to  this  city.  Her  inferior  ex- 
tremity was  affected  from  the  knee  to,  and 
involving  the  ankle  joint. 

After  I  had  exhausted  all  the  usual,  as 
well  as  the  unusual  remedies  for  several 
months,  I  found  she  had  not  advanced  a 
single  step  toward  improvement.  I  then 
discontinued  all  other  treatment  and  put 
her  on  pills  of  iodoform  and  iron,  made  by 
Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
three  ter  die,  when  the  change  was  like 
magic,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  time  she 
was  discharged  perfectly  cured. 

I  merely  recall  this  case  to  show  that  the 
cure  was  perfect  and  permanent,  for  she  re- 
mained in  a  healthy  condition  until  the  day 
of  her  death,  which  was  recent,  (of  ty- 
phoid), nine  j^ears  from  the  time  I  dis- 
charged her.  Not  in  the  slightest  degree 
did  the  disease  reappear.  This  will  assure 
3'ou  what  the  remedy  will  do,  and  what  may 
be  expected  of  it.  If  properly  used  it  can 
not  fail.  I  have  not  only  used  it  in  the 
above  case,  but  in  neuralgia,  in  all  its 
forms,  I  have  had  the  same  gratifying 
results. 

In  the  winter  of  1874, 1  had  a  lady  under 
treatment  who  had  suffered  for  eighteen 
years  with  what  she  called  "womb  dis- 
ease." On  making  an  examination,  I 
found  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  uteri,  but 
no  ulceration,  though  she  was  suffering 
most  agonizing  neuralgic  pains. 

She  told  me  she  had  doctored  so  much 
since  her  first  confinement  (now  eighteen 
years)  that  she  despaired  of  ever  being 
cured.  She  would  be  confined  to  her  bed 
for  weeks  at  a  time,  and  when  she  did  ob- 
tain relief  it  was  of  short  duration.  She 
never  was  perfectly  free  from  pain  for  one 


continuous  month  during  those  eighteen 
years. 

I  took  charge  of  the  case,  and  of  course 
told  her  I  could  relieve  her,  (and  with  some 
degree  of  confidence),  as  all  others  had 
told  her.  But  after  treating  her  for  some 
months,  I  signally  failed,  and  was  obliged 
to  fall  back  in  line  with  those  who  had  done 
battle  before  me.  I  was  repulsed,  but  not 
conquered. 

I  gathered  up  a  new  weapon  of  defense 
in  the  form  of  the  remedy  above  named, 
idoform  and  iron,  and  attacked  the  enemjr 
again,  by  giving  her  two  pills  ter  die,  and 
in  two  weeks  she  was  down  stairs,  free  from 
pain.  I  continued  this  treatment  until  she 
had  taken  two  hundred ;  since  then  she  has 
not  had  a  single  pain  (now  sixteen  months) , 
To  use  her  own  language  :  ' '  She  is  a  new 
being."  The  hypertrophy  has  disappeared, 
and  she  is  in  better  health  than  she  had 
been  for  years. 

During  the  period  of  her  suffering  she 
was  deprived  of  many  of  the  comforts  and 
pleasures  of  life  ;  riding  was  torture,  now 
it  is  one  of  her  chief  pleasures,  as  she  can 
visit  her  friends,  and  has  gone  to  New 
York  and  returned  with  perfect  comfort,  a 
thing  which  was  not  to  be  thought  of  prior. 

In  conversation  with  Dr.  E.  G-.  Martin, 
of  this  city,  he  related  several  cases  of  this 
character,  which  he  has  treated  with  almost 
immediate  success  loitli  this  remedy.  One 
case  in  particular,  a  very  obstinate  one 
that  had  resisted  all  treatment.  She  would 
suffer  most  intense  pain  notwithstanding 
every  possible  means  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  her  case,  including  the  galvanic  bat- 
tery, but  all  with  no  effect.  If  relief  was 
obtained  it  was  soon  followed  by  another 
paroxysm  of  pain,  until  he  commenced  the 
iodoform  pill  treatment,  when  every  vestige 
of  pain  left  her,  and,  thus  far,  she  has  not 
had  a  return  of  the  trouble  (now  two 
3-ears) . 

My  friend,  F.  C.  Seiberling,  gave  me  a 
history  of  a  very  interesting  case,  some 
time  since,    which   goes  very  far   to  prove 
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-what  has  alrcad}"  been  Avritteii  on  the  treat- 
ment of  sciatica  with  pills  of  iodoform. 
The  Doctor  had  a  veiy  severe  and  obstinate 
case  of  sciatica,  which  stood  out  against  all 
treatment  and  remedies  indicated  in  this 
affection.  After  he  had  exhausted  his  pa- 
tience, as  well  as  that  of  his  patient,  the 
<?ase  fell  into  the  hands  of  another  physi- 
cian who  treated  him  for  a  long  time  with 
the  same  discouraging  result,  when  the  pa- 
tient again  applied  to  my  friend  Dr.  Seiber- 
ling,  who  at  once  put  him  upon  the  iodoform 
pill  treatment,  and,  strange  to  say,  after 
twelve  pills  had  been  taken  the  pain  ceased, 
the  disease  was  completely  routed.  He  con- 
tinued treatment  for  a  while  to  insure  a 
radical  cure. 

I  could  go  on  citing  case  after  case  of 
cure  by  this  remarkable  remedy  until  I 
would  tire  3^our  patience  in  the  perusal,  and 
then  not  be  at  the  end.  But  let  this  suffice 
for  the  present. 

Allentown,  Pa.,  June  8,  1876. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Association 
met  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on 
Tuesday,  June  6th,  1875.  Dr.  J.  Marion 
Sims,  of  New  York,  the  President-elect, 
was  introduced  by  the  retiring  President, 
Dr.  W.  K.  Bowling,  of  Tennessee.  Vice- 
Presidents  Lilly,  Seel3'e  and  Pinkne}^  were 
present. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Beadle,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
opened  the  session  with  pra^^er. 

Dr.  Wywoodzoff,  of  Russia ;  W.  Roth, 
Surgeon  General,  H.  Heymann  and  M. 
Brille,  Asstant  Surgeons  of  the  German 
army  ;  J.  K.  Barnes,  Surgeon  General  U.  S. 
Army,  and  Dr.  Gaffra}^,  of  Paris,  France, 
were  made  members  by  invitation. 

The  President  then  delivered  the  annual 
address,  which  was  referred  to  the  Publica- 


tion Committee.  Our  Philadelphia  corres- 
pondent gives  extracts  from  this  interesting 
and  important  paper. 

Several  papers  were  offered  and  referred 
to  the  appropriate  sections.  Some  routine 
business  of  no  general  interest  was  trans- 
acted, when  the  session  was  adjourned  to 
9 J  a.  m.,  June  7th. 

Second  Day,  June  7th. — Called  to  order 
by  the  President.  The  Judicial  Council 
decided  to  admit  the  delegates  from  the 
Arkansas  State  Medical  Society,  or  the 
new  society,  as  the  proper  representatives 
from  that  State. 

Dr.  Kedzie,  of  Michigan,  read  the  ad- 
dress on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hy- 
giene;  "  Natural  Purifiers,"  was  the  title 
of  his  address. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Jones,  of  Ohio  : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  first  duty  of 
states  and  municipalities,  first  in  importance 
and  first  in  the  order  of  time,  to  make  a 
sanitary  survey  of  the  water  suppl}^,  to  pre- 
serve it  against  all  unnecessar}^  and  avoid- 
able contamination. 

Resolved^  That  no  municipalitj^  should 
introduce  a  water  sj-^stem  without  at  the 
same  time  providing  a  corresponding  and 
coextensive  sewer  s^^stem. 

Drs.  Hiorth  and  Hoist,  Medical  Direc- 
tors, of  Norwa}^,  were  elected  members  by 
invitation. 

Dr.  A.  Garcelon,  of  Maine,  delivered  the 
address  on  Surgery,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  E.  Seguin  read  his  report,  and  the 
usual  resolution  was  adopted,  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  uniform  means  of  ob- 
servation, and  of  medical  records,  for  the 
physicians  of  all  countries.  Drs.  Seguin 
and  Bowditch  were  made  members  of  the 
delegation  to  the  International  Medical 
Congress  to  advocate  the  uniformity  plan, 
as  above  stated. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Association  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  an  essay  entitled  ' '  Upon  Excision 
of  the  Larger  Joints  of  the  Extremities," 
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reported  that  it  had  thoroughly  examined  it 
and  considered  it  in  eveiy  way.  worthy  of 
the  prize  offered  b}^  tlie  Association.  Its 
author  was  ascertained  to  be  Dr.  H.  Cul- 
bertson,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

The  committee  on  prize  essays,  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting,  reported  that  neither  of 
the  two  essays  offered,  was  worth}-  of  the 
reward. 

A  communication  was  read  from  a  com- 
mittee appointed  b}^  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  suggesting  the  ad- 
vantages which  would  result  to  patients, 
practitioners  and  pharmacists,  from  select- 
ing a  list  of  dangerously  actiie  medical 
preparations,  noting  their  maximum  doses 
and  the  maximum  quantity  which  may  be 
administered  safely  during  twenty-four 
hours,  and  which  quantity  ought  not  to  be 
exceeded  in  prescriptions,  without  the  addi- 
tion of  some  caution  mark,  previouslj- 
agreed  upon,  by  the  physician.  In  case  a 
prescription  is  presented  to  be  compounded 
with  articles  ordered  in  quantities  exceed- 
ing these  maximum  doses  thus  laid  down, 
and  without  the  caution  marks  annexed,  the 
pharmacist  should  return  the  prescription 
to  the  physician,  in  order  that  the  requisite 
caution  mark  or  marks  should  be  added. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Stille,  Biddle 
and  Rogers. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed  over 
$7,0i0  balance  in  the  treasur3\ 

The  Librarian  reported  continued  in- 
crease in  the  librar3\ 

A  memorial  of  Dr.  Logan  of  California, 
was  read. 

Ten  thousand  copies  of  that  portion  of 
the  president's  address  relating  to  syphilis, 
etc.,  were  ordered  printed  and  to  be  sent  to 
members  of  the  Association  for  distribu- 
tion . 

Dr.  Edward  C.  Harwood,  of  New  York, 
chairman,  offered  a  report  in  behalf  of  the 
committee  sent  to  the  International  Medi- 
cal Congress,  held  at  Brussels,  to  advocate 
unity  of   clinical    observation.     The  com- 


mittee announced  that  they  were  received 
with  distinguished  consideration  and  mark- 
ed courtes3^     The}'  reported  progress. 

A  portion  of  an  obituar}^  of  Dr.  Armsby, 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  read,  and  the  whole 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Third  Day,  Thursday,  June  8th. — The 
Association  met  in  session  in  the  Alhambra 
theater.  Horticultural  Hall  having  proved 
unsuitable  by  reason  of  its  bad  acoustic 
qualities. 

Dr.  Buse}^  delivered  the  address  on  Ob- 
stetrics ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication and  to  the  section  of  Obstetrics 
for  discussion. 

The  Judicial  Council  reported  that  the 
delegates 'from  the  Michigan  State  Society 
should  be  admitted  to  the  Association. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Sarah  Hackett  Steven- 
son, representing  the  Illinois  State  Societ}', 
being  called,  it  was  moved  to  refer  the 
names  of  all  female  delegates  to  the  Judicial 
Council,  which  motion  was  tabled. 

Dr.  Keller  read   the  report  of  the  Mc- 

Dowel  memorial  fund,  as  follows  : 

Total  amount  of  subscriptions  re- 
ceived to  date '. $494  00 

Amount  of  expenditures 340  00 


Amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer.  . .      154  00 

******* 

Resolved,  That  until  the  sum  of  $10,000 
be  raised,  the  annual  fee  of  membership  be 
increased  from  five  dollars  to  six  dollars, 
and  that  this  increase  of  one  dollar  be  set 
aside  to  create  the  fund. 

Resolution  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  report  was  accepted.  The  following 
resolutions  were  offered  by  Dr.  Henr}'  A. 
Martin,  of  Massachusetts  : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  bovine,  or 
animal  vaccination,  is  one  demanding  seri-i- 
ous  investigation  from  this  Association, 
that  approval  and  endorsement  ma}^  be 
given  to  it  if  considered  worthy  ;  condeili- 
nation,  if  it  shall  be  considered,  as  com- 
pared with  the  usual  or  "arm  to  arm" 
method,  unworth}^  of  such  approval ;  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  on  animal 
vaccination  be  formed,  to  consist  of  a  chair- 
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man  and  two  associates  to  be  selected  b}^ 
him,  wliich  shall  report  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  animal  vaccination  at  the  next  meet- 
ino*  of  this  Association. 

The  president  was  directed  to  appoint  the 
entire  committee. 

Fourth   Day,    Friday,  June  9th. — The 

Association    met    again    at    Horticultural 

Hall.     It  was  unanimousl}^ 

Resolved^  That  members  of  the  medical 
profession  who  in  any  wa}^  aid  or  abet  the 
graduation  of  medical  students  in  irregular 
or  exclusive  sj'stems  of  medicine,  are 
deemed  thereby  to  violate  the  spirit  of  the 
ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  permanent  secre- 
tarj",  reported  that  state  boards  of  health 
now  exist  in  Alabama,  California,  Georgia, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Vir- 
ginia and  Wisconsin.  He  reported  that  the 
boards  in  all  the  states  named  are  con- 
stantly proving  the  great  importance  of 
such  bodies,  except  that  of  Virginia,  which 
seems  crippled  for  want  of  sufficient  funds 
to  do  what  is  necessary. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  H.  C. 
Wood,  Toner  and  Chadwick,  was  appointed 
to  solicit  from  Congress  an  appropriation 
for  the  publication  of  the  subject  catalogue 
of  the  National  Library.  The  State  socie- 
ties were  requested  to  take  such  action  as 
may  be  deemed  fit  to  further  said  object. 

A  cop3^  of  the  medical  statistics  of  the 
Provost  Marshal  General's  bureau  was  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  J.  H.  Baxter,  Chief  Medi- 
cal Purveyor,  U.  S.  Arm3^ 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported 
the  following  names  for  the  various  offices 
named ; 

President: — H.  I.  Bowditch,  of  Mass. 

Vice-Presidents : — N.  J.  Pittman,  of  N. 
C.  ;  Franklin  Staples,  of  Minn.  ;  Joseph  R. 

Smith,  U.  S.  Armj^ ;  Samuel  C.  Busey,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Treasurer: — Dr.  Casper Wistar,  Penn. 

Librarian: — Dr.  Wm.  Lee,  District  of 
Columbia. 

Committee  on  Library: — Dr.  Johnson 
Eliot,  District  of  Columbia, 


Assistant  Secretary : — J.  H.  Hollister,  of 
Illinois. 

Committee  of  Arrangements: — Drs.  N. 
S.  Davis,  J.  W.  Freer,  H.  A.  Johnson,  T. 
D.  Fitch,  H.  W.  Jones,  Joseph  P.  Ross  and 
Lester  Curtis. 

Committee  of  Publication: — Dr.  W.  B. 
Atkinson,  chairman  ;  Drs.  T.  M.  Drysdale, 
Albert  Fricke,  S.  D.  Gross,  Casper  Wistar, 
R.  J.  Dunglison,  all  of  Pennsylvania ;  and 
Wm.  JiCe,  District  of  Columbia. 

Next  Place  of  Jfeeim^ ;— Chicago,  III. 

Time  of  Meeting: — First  Tuesday  in 
June,  1877. 

Chairmen  and  secretaries  of  sections  for' 
1877: 

1.  Practice  of  Medicine^  Materia  Medica 
and  Physiology : — Dr.  P.  G.  Robinson,  of 
Missouri,  chairman,  and  B.  A.  Vaughan, 
Mississippi,  secretarj^ 

2.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children: — Dr.  James  P.  White,  of  New 
York,  chairman,  and  Robert  Battey,  of 
Georgia,  secretary. 

3.  Surgery  and  Anatomy : — Dr.  D.  Hayes 
Agnew,  of  Pennsylvania,  chairman,  and 
Dr.  Moses  Gunn,  of  Illinois,  secretary. 

4.  Medical  Jurisprudence^  Chemistry  and 
Psychology : — Dr.  Eugene  Grissom,  North 
Carolina,  chairman,  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Hil- 
dreth.  West  Virginia,  secretary. 

5.  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene : — 
Dr.  Ezra  M.  Hunt,  of  New  Jerse}'-,  chair- 
man, and  Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace,  of  T>exas, 
secretary.  Members:  I.  B.  Gaston,  Ala- 
bama ;  D.  A.  Linthicum,  Arkansas  ;  W.  F. 
Chene}^,  California ;  Chas.  Denison,  Colo- 
rado ;  Charles  A.  Lindsley,  Connecticut ;; 
Wm.  Marshall,  Delaware ;  F.  Howard,  D. 
C.  ;  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  Georgia ;  H. 
Johnson,  Illinois  ;  L.  D.  Waterman,  Indi- 
ana ;  A.  G.  Field,  Iowa ;  D.  W.  Stormont, 
Kansas ;  Samuel  Brandeis,  Kentucky ;  S. 
M.  Bemiss,  Louisiana ;  E.  F.  Sanger, 
Maine ;  Chas.  H.  Orr,  Maryland ;  H.  I. 
Bowditch,  Massachusetts ;  H.  O.  Hitch- 
cock, Mich  ;  W.  L.  Lincoln,  Minnesota  j 
I.  M.  Taylor,   Mississippi ;    F.  G.  Porter^ 
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Missouri ;  M.  W.  Russell,  New  Hampshire  ; 
Elisha  Harris,  New  York ;  Chas.  J.  O'Ha- 
gan,  North  Carolina ;  H.  L.  Black,  Ohio ; 
Benj.  Lee,  Pennsylvania ;  E.  M.  Snow, 
Rhode  Island  ;  R.  A.  Kinlock,  South  Caro- 
lina ;  Thos.  A.  Atchison,  Tennessee  ;  T.  J. 
Heard,  Texas ;  J.  L.  Cabell,  Virginia ;  L. 
C.  Butler,  Vermont ;  John  Frissell,  West 
Virginia  ;  H.  P.  Strong,  Wisconsin  ;  G.  W. 
Betton,  Florida  ;  Jno.  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A.  ; 
Jos.  Wilson,  U.  S.  N. 

Committee  on  Necrology. — Dr.  S.  C.Chew, 
Md.,  chairman,  and  L.  C.  Butler,  Vt.,  sec- 
retar}'.  Members  :  Drs.  John  M.  Barclay, 
Ala.  ;  Martin  Baker,  Cal.  ;  G.  W.  Russell, 
Conn.  ;  R.  G.  Jennings,  Ark.  ;  L.  P.  Bush, 
Del.  ;  W.  W.  Johnson,  D.  C.  ;  E.  J.  Kirk- 
scey,  Ga, ;  W.  M.  Chambers,  111.  ;  Wm. 
Lomax,  Ind.  ;  J.  AV.  H.  Baker,  Iowa;  L. 
P.  Yandell,  Sr.,  Ky.  ;  J.  R.  Bronson, 
Mass.  ;  S.  C.  Gordon,  Maine ;  A.  Sager, 
Mich.  ;  A.  W.  Stinchfield,  Minn.  ;  A.  J. 
Steele,  Mo.  ;  John  Blane,  N.  J.  ;  G.  M. 
^mith,  N.' Y.  ;  Geo.  Mitchel,  Ohio  ;  W.  C. 
Warriner,  Oregon;  H.  C.  Wood,  Pa.  ;  C. 
W.  Parsons,  R.  I.  ;  A.  N.  Talley,  S.  C.  ; 
B.  W.  Avent,  Tenn.  ;  L.  E.  Locke,  Texas  ; 
L.  S.  Jojnes,  Va.  ;  E.  B.  Haywood,  N.  C.  ; 
Darius  Mason,  Wis.  ;  Fawcett,  Ver- 
mont;  P.  F.  Whitehead,  Miss.,;  C.  B. 
Mottram,  Kan.  ;  L.  G.  Hill,  N.  H.  ;  R.  W. 
Hazlett,  W.  Va.  ;  J.  J.  Woodward,  United 
States  Army ;  Jos.  Wilson,  United  States 
Navy. 

Judicial  Council, — Drs.  N.  S.  Davis,  111. 
E.  L.  Howard,  Md.  ;  W.  O.  Baldwin,  Ala. 
H.  W.  Dean,  N.  Y.  ;   A.  N.  Talley,  S.  C. 
J.  P.  Logan,  Ga.  ;  and  D.  W.  Stormont,  of 
Kansas,   in   place  of   the   seven   members 
Avhose  terms  expire  with  the  present  session. 
The  other  members  of  the  council  retain 
their  present  positions. 

Committee  on  Prize  Essays. — Dr.  N.  S. 
Davis,  111.,  chairman;  E.  Andrews,  E.  In- 
galls,  M.  Gunn,  E.  P.  Cook,  all  of  Illinois. 

Special  Committee,  on  the  Influence  of 
'Climate  on  Pulmonary  Diseases  in  Florida, 
.Dr.  E.  T.  Sabal,  continued. 


Delegates  to  the  International  Medical 
Congress.,  to  be  held  September  4tli,  1876, 
at  Philadelphia :  Drs.  H.  I.  Bowdich,  of 
Mass.  ;  E.  Seguin,  N.  Y.  ;  T.  L.  Madden, 
Tenn.  ;  J.  S.  Welford,  Va.  ;  A.  Dunlap, 
Ohio ;  J.  T.  Hodgen,  Mo.  ;  Jos.  Carson, 
Pa.,  J.  C.  Dalton,  N.  Y.  ;  W.  O.  Baldwin, 
Ala.  ;  D.  W.  Yandell,  Ky.  ;  N.  S.  Davis, 
111.  ;  A.  Flint,  Sr.,  N.  Y.  ;  T.  G.  Richard- 
son, La.  ;  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  Ga.  ;  A. 
M.  Pollock,  Pa.  ;  F.  H.  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  ; 
S.  M.  Bemiss,  La.  ;  L.-A.  Dugas,  Ga.  ;  F. 
Bacon,  Conn.  ;  H.  McGuire,  Va.  ;  A.  J. 
Shurtleff,  Cal.  ;  E.  M.  Moore,  N.  Y.  ;  O. 
W.  Holmes,  Mass.  ;  G.  A.  Otis,  U.  S.  A.  ; 
F.  E.  Gunnell,  U.  S.  N.  ;  E.  C.  Harwood, 
New  York. 

The  delegation  were  authorized  to  fill 
vacancies  in  their  body,  caused  either  by 
absence  or  by  those  holding  duplicate  ap- 
pointments. 

A  resolution  appropriating  $1,000  to  the 
permanent  secretary  was  adopted. 

Committee  on  Bovine  Vaccination : — Drs. 
Martin,  Foster  and  S.  N.  Troth. 

The  secretar}^  of  the  Judicial  Council  re- 
ported that  "  In  the  matter  of  the  charges 
against  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society 
that  the  Council  is  unable,  at  this  time,  to 
come  to  a  decision,  because  of  the  large 
amount  of  documentary^  and  other  evidence  ; 
and  it  witholds  any  expression  of  opinion 
until  it  shall  have  been  able  to  give  the  sub- 
ject the  consideration  it  merits." 

Dr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky",  was 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  on  * '  The 
Inheritance  of  Syphilis,"  by  the  section  of 
surger}'. 

The  reports  of  the  section  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence  and  that  of  Necrology  were 
referred  for  publication. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Mr.  G. 
C.  Savage,  secretary  to  ro^'al  commission 
from  Victoria,  Australia,  w^as  read,  asking 
for  a  list  of  the  colleges  and  medical  schools 
in  the  United  States  which  have  the  power 
of  conferring  degrees  recognized  by  the 
profession  in  America.      On  motion,  the 
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coniniuiiication  was  referred  to  the  Judicial 
Council,  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to 
acknowledge  its  receipt.  On  further  dis- 
cussion, all  questions  relating  to  the  matter 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  permanent  committee  on  business  and 
arrangements  w^as  created,  consisting  of  Dr. 
N.  S.  Davis,  111.,  chairman;  Drs.  W.  Pep- 
per, Pa.  ;  W.  Brodie,  Mich.  ;  I.  P.  Davis, 
Pa.,  and  J.  M.  Toner,  D.  C.  This  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  providing  a  hotel  regis- 
ter and  a  post-office  or  other  means  of 
communication  between  members  attending 
conventions  of  the  Association. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  ten- 
dered to  Drs.  D.  Haj^es  Agnew,  J.  Soils 
Cohen,  Louis  A.  Duhring,  H.  Lenox  Hodge, 
John  H.  Packard,  Wm.  H.  Pancost,  Wm. 
Pepper  and  Ellwood  Wilson,  for  marked 
courtesies  and  attentions  to  the  members  of 
the  Association. 

The  President-elect,  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch, 
assumed  the  chair,  and  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent, J.  Marion  Sims,  made  a  farewell  ad- 
dress, to  which  Dr.  Bowditch  replied  in 
appropriate  terms. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  was  given  the 
-retiring  officers. 

Drs.  H.  W.  Jones  and  R.  J.  Lewis  were 
made  delegates  to  foreign  societies. 

Resolutions  were  offered  b}^  Dr.  E.  R. 
Squibb,  of  New  York,  and  unanimously 
adopted,  to  this  effect : 

That  as  the  usual  time  for  a  decennial 
revision  of  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia is  drawing  near ;  and  that  the  plan  of 
revision  and  publication  in  force  since  1820 
may  not  now  be  the  best  that  could  be  de- 
vised ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  Thai  the  American  Medical 
Association  take  the  whole  subject  of  the 
National  Pharmacopoeia  into  consideration, 
for  a  review  of  its  management,  and  for  the 
present  time  with  especial  reference  to  the 
following  questions  : 

Firsts  Whether  the  present  plan  of  de- 
cennial revision  and  publication  be^  practi- 
cally sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy  of  the  present  time  ; 


and,  if  not  sufficient,  whether  a  plan  could 
be  devised  which  might  offer  probable  ad- 
vantages enough  to  justify  an  attempt  to 
disturb  the  present  one. 

Second,  Whether  the  Association  be  the 
proper  custodian  in  this  countrjr  of  the  in- 
terests involved  in  the  National  Pharmaco- 
poeia ;  and,  if  it  be  the  proper  source  of  the 
National  Codex,  whom  can  it  invite  to 
cooperate  with  it  in  the  work  ? 

Third,  If  it  be  a  work  for  this  Associa- 
tion, in  what  way  can  its  details  be  wisel}?* 
undertaken  with  au}^  prospect  of  material 
improvement  upon  the  present  plan  ? 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  facilitate  ma- 
ture and  general  deliberation  upon  so  im- 
portant a  subject,  the  final  discussion  of 
these  resolutions  be  laid  over  for  at  least 
one  year,  and  that  the  matter  be  recom- 
mended to  the  President  of  the  Association 
for  consideration  in  his  annual  address  for 
the  meeting  of  1877. 

The  whole  subject  was  made  the  special 
order  for  10  a.  m.  on  the  second  da}^  of  the 
session  of  1877,  and  Dr.  Squibb  was  re^ 
quested  to  give  his  views  in  detail  at  that 
time. 

After  some  routine  business  the  Associa^ 

tion  adjourned  to  meet  at  Chicago,  111.,,  in 

June,  1877. 

♦-♦-♦ 

ASSOCIATION    OF    THE    REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF  AMERICAN 
MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 


A  convention  of  representatives  of  num- 
erous medical  colleges  of  the  United  States 
was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College,  of  Philadelphia,  June  2d  and 
3d,  1876,  in  pursuance  of  the  call  noticed 
in  the  May  Record. 

At  11  o'clock,  a.  m.,  June  2d,  the  follow- 
ing representatives  assembled  : 

Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia,  Profs.  J. 
B.  Biddle  and  S.  D.  Gross;  Universit}^  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prof.  R.  E.  Rogers ;  College 
Phj^sicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York, 
Prof.  Edward  Curtis  ;  University  of  Louis- 
ville, Profs.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  and  J.  JI. 
Bodine ;  Hospital  College  of  Louisville, 
Profs.  J.  A.  Larabee  and  T.  C.  Wilson  ; 
Long  Island  Hospital  College,   Prof.  J.  H. 
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Ra3^mond ;  University  of  Iowa,  Prof.  E. 
Clapp  ;  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  University,  Profs. 
H.  B.  Wilbur  and  Van  Dyne  ;  Chicago  Col- 
lege, Prof.  L.  Curtis ;  University  of  Geor- 
gia, Prof.  E.  Geddings ;  Indiana  College, 
Profs.  T.  B.  Harvey  and  L.  D.  Waterman  ; 
University  of  Wooster,  Prof.  W.  J.  Scott ; 
Cleveland  College,  Profs.  J.  H.  Bennett 
and  Heims  ;  Detroit  College,  Profs.  E.  W. 
Jenks  and  L.  Connor ;  Starling  College, 
Ohio,  Prof.  S.  Loving ;  University  of  Ver- 
mont, Prof.  H.  D.  Holton;  St.  Louis  Col- 
lege, Prof.  J.  S.  B.  Allejaie ;  Atlanta 
College,  Prof.  W.  F.  Westmoreland ;  Uni- 
versity of  Nashville,  Prof.  W.  T.  Briggs  ; 
Vanderbilt  University,  Tenn.,  Prof.  T.  A. 
Atchison ;  Missouri  College,  Prof.  A.  P. 
Lankford ;  Keokuk  College,  Prof.  J.  J.  M. 
Angler ;  Columbus  College,  Ohio,  Prof.  J. 
F.  Baldwin. 

Prof.  J.  B.  Biddle  was  elected  President 
of  the  convention,  and  Prof.  Leartus  Con- 
nor was  elected  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  E.  Curtis,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  action  of  the  conven- 
tion shall  not  be  considered  binding  upon 
the  colleges  represented  unless  endorsed  by 
their  respective  faculties. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  Gross,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  submit  business  for  the  consideration  of 
the  convention,  to  report  at  the  afternoon 
session. 

The  chair  appointed  as  this  committee, 
Profs.  Bodine,  Gross,  Geddings,  Holton 
and  Scott. 

The  convention  adjourned  until  4  p.  m. 

The  convention  reassembled  at  4  p.  m., 
the  President  in  the  chair. 

Prof.  Bodine,  from  the  committee  to  pre- 
pare business  for  the  convention,  reported 
the  following  questions  for  its  consideration  : 

1.  Shall  the  beneficiary  system,  with  its 
present  abuses,  be  condemned  or  endorsed? 

After  discussion,  the  following  preamble 

and  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  practice  of  reducing  or 
remitting,  in  individual  cases,  the  established 
fees  of  a  college  has  the   objectionable  fea- 


ture of  discriminating  between  students 
who  may  be  equally  deserving,  and  opening 
the  door  to  possible  gross  abuses  ;  therefore 

Resolved^  firsts  That  this  convention  re- 
gards the  above  privilege  as  one  to  be  dep- 
recated in  general,  and,  if  put  into  practice 
at  all,  to  be  exercised  both  rarely  and  re- 
luctantly, and  onl}^  in  unusual  circum- 
stances, and  after  unsolicited  application  hy 
proven  deserving  candidates. 

Resolved^  second,  That  anj^thing  like  a 
wholesale  system  of  such  reduction  or  re- 
mission of  established  fees,  or  any  open 
solicitation  of  recipients  of  such  favors  be- 
regarded  as  in  the  highest  degree  improper, 
and  that  any  college  indulging  in  such  prac- 
tices deserves  to  forfeit  its  place  on  the  ad 
eundem  list  of  medical  colleges. 

Question  2.  Shall  two  consecutive  courses 
of  lectures  in  one  3^ear  entitle  students  to- 
become  candidates  for  graduation  ? 

It  was 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
convention  that  no  two  consecutive  sets  of 
lecture  tickets  shall  be  regarded  as  fulfilling 
the  usual  prerequisites  of  instruction  for 
graduation,  where  the  time  between  the  be- 
ginning of  the  first  course  and  the  end  of 
the  second  is  less  than  fifteen  months. 

Question  3.  Shall  any  faculty  under  anj-. 
circumstances  issue  a  diploma  not  bearing 
the  graduate's  name  ? 

It  was 

Resolved,  That  no  medical  faculty  should 
issue  a  diploma  not  bearing  the  graduate's 
name. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  meetings  of  the 
convention  shall  be  at  10  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m.. 
On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned. 

The  convention  reassembled  on  Saturda}^ 
June  3,  at  10  a.  m. ,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  communications  were 
read  from  the  faculties  of  the  following 
medical  colleges  :  Louisville  College,  Ken- 
tucky School  of  Medicine,  Evansville  Col- 
lege, Rush  College,  University  of  Louisiana,. 
Harvard  University,  Savannah  College, 
Cincinnati  College,  College  of  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

On  motion  these  communications  were- 
placed  on  file. 
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Question  4.  Shall  this  conveiitioii  resolve 
itself  into  a  permanent  organization? 

On  motion  it  \Yas 

Resolved^  That  the  question  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  the 
iifternoon  session. 

The  chair  appointed  as  this  committee, 
Profs.  Atchison,  L.  Curtis,  E.  Curtis,  Yan- 
dell  and  Scott. 

On  motion  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  convention  and  Prof.  Atchison  were 
appointed  a  committee  on  publication. 

Qvestion  5.  Is  there  any  reason  wh}'  the 
customary  diploma  fee  shall  be  abolished? 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  con- 
Tention  that  the  diploma  fee  should  not  be 
abolished. 

Question  6.  Is  it  advisable  to  adopt  a 
graded  course  of  study? 

On  motion  the  following  preamble  and 
Tcsolutions  were  adopted  in  reference  to 
this  question : 

Whereas,  A  knowledge  of  the  element- 
ary branches  of  medicine  should  precede  a 
study  of  the  practical  branches, 

Resolved^  That,  in  the  hope  of  inducing 
students  to  prolong  and  systematize  their 
studies,  this  convention  recommends  to  all 
medical  colleges  to  offer  to  students  the  op- 
tion of  three  courses  of  lectures,  after  a 
plan  similar  to  the  following :  Students 
who  have  attended  two  full  courses  of 
lectures  on  anatomy,  chemistry,  materia 
medica  and  physiology,  ma}"  be  examined 
upon  any  of  these  subjects  at  the  end  of 
their  second  course.  During  their  third 
course  such  students  ma}^  devote  themselves 
to  the  lectures  upon  the  theor}"  and  practice 
of  medicine,  surgery,  obstetrics  and  dis- 
eases of  women  and  children,  upon  which 
subjects  only  they  shall  be  examined  at  the 
final  examination  for  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
— their  standing,  however,  to  be  determined 
by  the  results  of  both  examinations. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  4  p.  m. 

The  convention  reassembled  at  4  p.  m., 
the  President  in  the  chair. 

Prof.  Atchison,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  of  permanent  organiza- 
tion was  referred,  reported  the  following 
resolutions : 


Resolved^  1.  That  this  convention  now 
proceed  to  form  a  Provisional  Association 
of  American  Medical  Colleges,  under  its 
present  officers. 

Resolved^  2.  That  when  the  Association 
adjourns,  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  call 
of  its  President. 

Resolved^  3.  That  the  various  medical 
colleges  be  invited  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  project  of  forming,  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Provisional  Association,  a 
permanent  association  of  American  medical 
colleges. 

Resolved^  4.  That  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  object,  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed at  this  meeting  to  confer  by  letter 
with  the  various  colleges,  and  invite  their 
views  on  the  proper  object  and  plan  of  such 
proposed  organization ;  and  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  same,  to  draft  a  constitution 
and  by-laws  for  a  permanent  association,  to 
be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
association. 

Resolved^  5.  That  the  advisory  resolu- 
tions upon  matters  of  college  policj^  passed 
by  this  convention  be  printed  and  forwarded 
to  all  regular  medical  colleges  in  the  United 
States  for  their  consideration. 

The  chair  appointed  as  committee  to 
carry  out  the  foregoing  resolutions.  Profs. 
T.  A.  Atchison,  Edward  Curtis  and  L.  P. 
Yandell,  Jr. 

These  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the ' 
convention  resolved  itself  into  the  Provis- 
ional   Association  of   American    Medical 
Colleges. 

Question  7.  Is  it  proper  for  a  regular 
college  to  have  any  kind  of  alliance  with 
homoeopathy  ? 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimousl}^ 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Association,  medical  colleges  ought  not  to 
recognize  or  hold  fellowship  with  any  school 
or  its  alumni  in  which  irregular  medicine  is 
taught  as  a  part  of  the  curriculum. 

Question  8.  Can  college  fees  be  made 
uniform  ? 

On  motion,  this  question  was  referred  to 
a  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  to  be  held  in  1877. 

The  chair  appointed  Profs.  Geddings, 
Gross,  Angier,  E.  Curtis  and  L.  Curtis, 
this  committee. 
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On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted  : 

No  degree  in  medicine  should  be  con- 
ferred, under  any  circumstances,  except 
after  an  examination  in  person  of  the  can- 
didate upon  all  the  branches  of  medicine. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Association 
was  tendered  to  the  President  for  the  able 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  chair  ;  and  to  the 
Secretary  for  his  efficient  services  ;  also  to 
Jefferson  Medical  College  for  the  use  of  the 
hall  and  other  courtesies. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  call  of  the  President. 
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OUR  PHILADELPHIA  LETTER. 


Philadelphia,  June  15th,  1876. 
Editor  Clinical  Record : 

Though  a  Centennial  correspondence  may 
not  be  entirely  appropriate  for  a  medical 
journal,  still  there  are  many  items  of  inter- 
est here  which  partially  pertains  to  subjects 
treated  of  in  the  Record.  Among  those 
which  would  naturally  interest  and  attract 
the  attention  of  3'our  readers,  the  United 
States  Government  Department,  or  that 
part  of  it  relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
Hospital  exhibition,  would  probably  first 
suggest  itself.  In  both  the  Army  and  Navy 
departments  are  exhibited  the  latest  and 
most  approved  implements  and  machinery 
for  the  destruction  of  life,  while  in  the  hos- 
pital department  is  found  all  the  modern 
methods  which  the  ingenuity  of  man  has 
devised  and  invented  for  the  protection  and 
saving  of  life.  Here  is  the  neat  iron  bed- 
stead, with  clean  white  sheets  and  spread, 
some  of  them  containing  lay  figures  so 
strapped  and  braced  as  to  exhibit  how  cer- 
tain characters  of  wounds  are  dressed  and 
protected  ;  a  polite  steward  is  always  in  at- 
tendance to  give  any  desired  information, 
and  the  whole  department  is  a  model  of 
neatness  and  order. 


The  collection  of  surgical  instruments  is; 
large,  and  embraces  all  the  most  approved 
in  use.  This  part  of  the  exhibition  is  a 
museum  in  itself — containing,  among  other 
relics  of  interest,  the  instruments  used  by 
Dr.  Benjamin  Treadwell,  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  which  are  entirely  unique 
as  compared  with  modern  instruments  for 
similar  uses.  This  department  exhibits, 
models  of  railroad  and  steamboat  hospitals,, 
as  conducted  during  our  late  war,  and  also- 
of  hospitals  in  the  field. 

Among  the  foreign  exhibitors  in  this  de- 
partment, Austria  and  France  are  probably 
the  more  noticeable,  though  Germany  is 
also  represented.  These  are  all  shown  on 
a  miniature  scale,  and  their  completeness  is 
not  so  fully  set  forth  as  that  of  our  own 
country.  Nor,  indeed,  could  they  expect 
to  compete  with  us  in  such  matters,  con- 
sidering the  great  distance  from  their  base, 
and  the  immense  expense  attending  such, 
exhibitions  on  a  scale  of  active  service. 

The  interest  of  the  medical   department", 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  Government, 
exhibition,   but    crops   out   at   odd  places;, 
throughout    the   grounds.      Thus,    at   the- 
World's  Ticket  Office,  Thos.  Cook  &  Son's, , 
a  large  and  elegant  building  near  Machinery 
Hall,  may  be  seen  a  well-preserved  mummy - 
of  an  Egyptian  priestess,  or  princess,  of  tha- 
age  of  the  Pharoahs,  which  was  presented: 
some  years   since  by   the   Khedive   to   the- 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  has  since,  until  re- 
cently, been  in  the  care  of  an  Americam 
gentleman,  resident  at  Luxor.     In  addition 
to    the    body,    which  is   in  a  remarkable 
state  of  preservation,    the  mummy  case  is 
rich  in  Egyptian  figures  and  inscriptions, 
which  describe  her  ladyship  as  a  priestess 
or  princess,  of  noble  family ;  and  the  in- 
scriptions, after  giving   some   biographical 
details,  contain  extracts  from  the   "Book 
of  the  Dead,"  or  the  "  Ritual  of  the  Dead.'" 
There  are  prayers  that  her  soul,   "having- 
obtained  a  victory  over  the  spirits  of  evil 
may  be  admitted  to  enter   the   life   which 
shall  have  no  death,  and  enjoy  eternal  hap- 
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ipiness."  Underneath  the  tmimal  worship 
of  the  Egyptians  were  the  recognition  of  a 
resurrection,  eniblemized  by  the  "  Scara- 
bseus,  the  renewing  of  the  youth  of  the 
soul,  and  eternal  happiness."  The  '^  Ritual 
of  the  Dead"  represents  the  soul  as  "  un- 
dergoing a  conflict  after  leaving  the  body 
and  before  reaching  the  heavenly  sphere." 
The  coffln  contains  prayers  for  help  against 
evil  demons. 

So  it  will  be  seen  that  we  moderns  are 
not  the  first  to  recognize  the  doctrine  of 
good  and  evil  spirits,  and  to  teach  the 
theory  of  fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
but  that  the  ancient  heathen  idol- worshipers 
were  strongi}'  imbued  with  the  shadows  that 
still  haunt  the  lives  of  man}'  of  the  moderns. 

To  mention  all  of  interest  which  comes 
binder  one's  observation,  would  extend  this 
letter  far  be^^ond  the  limits  you  usually 
-allow  a  correspondent.  There  are  subjects 
without,  as  well  as  within  the  Exhibition 
grounds,  that  would  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers.  Chief ty,  probably,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
•tit  Horticultural  Hall,  on  the  7th  inst.,  may 
be  mentioned. 

At  the  recent  meeting.  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims 
was  the  presiding  oflficer,  and  I  make  the 
following  extracts  from  his  opening  address  : 

"If  any  woman  entering  the  medical 
profession  makes  such  a  reputation  and  such 
a  position  in  the  profession  in  her  own  State 
or  county  as  to  be  sent  as  a  delegate  to  us 
from  a  State  or  county  society,  we  are 
•bound  to  receive  her.  And  if  any  colored 
man  should  ,jise  to  the  dignity  of  repre- 
senting £j^-^tate  or  count}'  medical  society, 
•  we  must  receive  him  as  such.  And  thus 
tthes^  two  knott}^  questions  are  settled  for- 
^ev;^^,  simpl}'  by  the  appointment  of  dele- 
gates representing  masses  and  principles 
'  instead  of  close  corporations  and  local  in- 
terests. Local  questions  of  ethics  were  a 
great  source  of  anno3'ance  and  of  danger 
to  us  for  a  long  time.  But  now  the  Judicial 
Council  decides  all  such  questions  as  come 
before  us,  and  from  its  decision  there  is  no 
appeal." 

Speaking  of  medical  education,  the  Doc- 
tor thought  "The  Harvard  method,  with  a 


salaried  faculty,  wholly  independent  of  fees 
from  students,  was  the  only  plan  by  wliicli 
a  medical  degree  of  an}^  real  value  could  be 
hoped  for.  *  *  *  This  would  make  the 
professors  independent,  and  they  would  not 
be  compelled  to  graduate  young  men  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  numbers  graduated,  ir- 
respective of  qualification." 

The  Doctor  next  spoke  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics  of  the  Association.  They  boasted 
of  it  as  the  best  ever  given  for  the  govern- 
ment of  medical  men,  and  urged  it  as  a 
model  to  be  adopted  b}'  the  profession  in 
other  countries.  But  he  asked  whether  it 
was  up  to  the  requirements  of  modern  times. 
Was  it  derogatory  to  professional  character 
for  a  ph3'sician  to  take  out  a  patent  ?  A 
distinguished  ph^'sician  invented  a  galvanic 
cautery,  spending  much  time  and  a  large 
amount  of  monej^  in  perfecting  his  appara- 
tus. According  to  their  code  he  could  not, 
dared  not,  take  out  a  patent  for  it,  as  any 
other  honest  man  could  do,  simply  because 
he  was  a  practicing  physician.  But  why 
should  not  the  physician  reap  the  reward 
due  to  talent  and  inventive  genius  as  well 
as  an}^  other  man?  Did  the  profession  at 
large  or  did  the  public  derive  any  benefit  by 
this  robbery  of  the  inventor  ?  None  what- 
ever. He  was  simply  compelled  to  give  his 
invention,  his  time  and  labor,  to  enrich  the 
instrument-maker.  A  few  brave  men,  dar- 
ing to  assert  their  inaliGnable  rights,  would 
establish  a  precedent  that  would  soon  be- 
come a  law,  rendering  this  clause  of  the 
Code,  as  in  other  instances,  a  dead  letter. 
The  Code  of  Ethics  was  violated  ever}-  day 
either  wilfully  or  ignorantly,  not  only  by 
the  rank  and  file,  but  by  men -high  in  the 
profession,  men  who  were  considered  lead- 
ers, advanced  thinkers  and  workers.  How 
many  of  those  present  prescribed  chloro- 
dyne,  McMunn's  elixir  of  opium,  Henry's 
calcined  magnesia,  and  the  Tolu  anodyne  ? 
Yet  they  were  secret  remedies. 
Honorable  men  did  not  need  its  protection. 
Dishonest  men  were  not  influenced  by  its 
edicts.     The  profession  should  be  educated 
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up  to  the  recognition  of  a  higher  law,  the 
unwritten  code  regulating  intercourse  be- 
tween gentlemen.  This  was  the  code  that 
governed  in  England  and  France.  The 
man  that  violated  it  was,  by  common  con- 
sent, dropped  out,  ignored,  and  allowed  to 
vegetate  in  isolation. 

He  considered  the  question  of  the  pre- 
vention or  restriction  of  S3^philis.  He  was 
opposed  to  an}^  kind  of  liscence  law,  and 
advocated  the  "  stamping-out  process." 

Dr.  R.  C.  Kedzie,  of  Lansing,  Michigan, 
read  a  paper  on  "Natural  Purifiers,"  and 
on  concluding  offered  resolutions,  which 
were  unanimousl}-  adopted,  holding  that  it 
is  the  first  duty  of  States  and  municipalities 
to  make  a  sanitar}'  survej'  of  the  water  sup- 
ply, to  preserve  it  against  all  unnecessary 
and  avoidable  contamination,  and  that  no 
municipality"  should  introduce  a  water  sys- 
tem without  at  the  same  time  providing 
a  corresponding  and  co-extensive  sewer 
system. 

A  new  bell,  weighing  thirteen  thousand 
pounds,  is  being  put  up  in  Independence 
Hall,  which  will  "  Ring  out  the  old  centur}^ 
and  ring  in  the  new,"  on  the  Fourth,  and 
great  preparations  are  going  forward  for  the 
celebration  of  that  occasion,  w^hich  is  ex- 
pected to  mark  an  era  in  our  national  life. 

J.  M.  H. 


Mixed  Prescriptions. — Dr.  L.  R.  Lang- 
worth,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Cincinnati 
Acadeny  of  Medicine  {Clinic^  June  3), 
considering  the  so-called  mixed  treatment 
of  syphilis,  sa3's  :  "  I  do  not  maintain  that 
there  are  not  cases  in  which  both  drugs  may 
be  administered  at  the  same  time  with  ad- 
vantage (although  it  is  never  necessary  that 
the}"  should  be  combined  in  the  same  pre- 
scription), and  in  the  hands  of  one  who 
appreciates  the  therapeutic  indications  of 
the  separate  drugs  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  the  practice  ;  the  emplo3"ment  of  mixed 
treatment  however  without  such  application, 
based  merety  on  the  general  impression 
that  it  is  good  for  sj'philis   and  with   the 


hope  that  if  one  part  of  the  prescription  is 
not  the  proper  thing,  per  chance  the  other 
may  be,  leads  onl}"  too  often  to  the  admin- 
istration of  a  drug  which  is  useless — per- 
haps in  some  cases  worse.  Scientifically 
considered,  the  mixed  prescription  is  a  shot- 
gun prescription,  and  prevents  our  study  of 
the  individual  therapeutic  values  of  tjie  com- 
bined agents,  so  that  our  ideas  of  the  re- 
spective merits  of  mercury  and  of  iodine 
become,  like  the  prescription,  mixed.^'  In 
the  treatment  of  the  primary  lesion  he 
makes  local  applications,  and  uses  mercu- 
rial inunctions  as  constitutional  s3"mptoms. 
show  themselves.  He  follows  Lancereaux's 
aphorism:  "Are   there   lesions,    act; 


are 


there  no  lesions,  wait.' 


Connate  Gangrene. — Dr.  C.  H.  Reed,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  relates  {Am.  Practitioner ,, 
June  '76)  a  case  presenting  some  remarka- 
ble points  of  interest.  October  19th,  1875y, 
a  midwife  delivezed  an  English  lady  of  arfe 
apparently  healthy  child,  her  second.  It 
was  thought  that  the  child  had  a  ' '  mother's, 
mark,"  but  next  day  this  was  doubted  and 
Dr.  Reed  was  called  in.  He  found  a  patch 
of  gangrene  extending  from  about  one-half* 
inch  below  the  crest  of  the  ileum,  upward 
to  the  eighth  or  seventh  rib  ;  the  epidermis.^ 
was  pushed  oflT  in  places  bj^  the  clothings 
leaving  a  dark-colored,  smooth,  moist  sur- 
face. This  patch  was  3  J  inches  long  by  IJ 
inches  wide,  convex  posteriorly,  irregu-^ 
larly  concave  on  the  anterior  edge,  the^ 
ends  being  nicely  rounded.  It  was  found' 
dressed  with  a  soft  cloth  covered  with  tal- 
low, which  was  allowed  to  remain  until 
next  day. 

Next  morning  the  diseased  surface  wa^ 
found  enlarged.  It  was  dressed  with  lint 
saturated  with  a  mixture  of  Liq.  sodse  chlo- 
rinat.  5i,  to  Aquae  f  §iv  ;  lint  to  be  covered 
with  oiled  silk. 

Oct.  22d,  nnother  slough,  the  size  of 
a  "  nickel"  was  found  upon  the  left, 
arm  over  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid 
muscle. 

Oct.  24th  to  31st,  charcoal  poultices  ap- 
plied. At  the  latter  date  the  sloughs  were 
found  entirely  separated,  and  the  surfaces 
covered  with  health}^  granulations.  They 
were  ordered  to  be  dressed  with  glj^cerine 
ointment  with  carbolic  acid,  4^  grains  of 
the  acid  to  one  ounce  of  the  ointment.  Ins 
the  eighth  week  the  parts  had  completely 
healed.  No  medicines  were  given  to  mother 
or  child. 
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STATE    BOARDS    OF    MEDICAL 
EXAMINERS. 


Our  Californian  neighbors  have,  at  last, 
a'eceived  from  the  State  legislature,  their 
ilong-coveted  "  Anti-Qu acker}'  Law."  It 
provides  for  State  Examining  Boards  to  be 
appointed  b}^  every  State  medical  society 
which  requires  a  diploma  or  licence  as 
^evidence  of  qualification  for  membership. 
Each  sect  or  ' '  ism  "  styling  itself  medical 
ana}^  appoint  a  State  board  of  examiners. 
We  hope  our  cousins,  of  the  Pacific  slope 
^ill  be  pleased  with  the  fit  of  the  new  gar- 
anent  when  the}^  shall  have  "  tried  it  on." 

It  seems  that  one  board,  composed  of 
-educated  physicians,  could  not  be  agreed 
'Upon  b}^  the  legislative  solons.  The  infini- 
^isimals  were  found  quite  ponderable,  when 
state  legislation  came  into  discussion. 
Hence  the  compromise  measure  noted 
^bove. 

The  regulars  consented  to  a  peaceful 
'Convention  with  the  disciples  of  Hahne- 
mann, and,  as  one  of  the  latter  exultingly 
remarks  (U".  S.  Medical  Investigator^  May 
15,  '76),  "Thus  had  our  efforts,  together 
with  other  causes,  been  working  their  full 
'Effects,  and,  unexpected}'  to  us,  we  had 
come  before  the  committee  merely  to  reap 
irather  than  to  battle  for  results."  Further 
on   he   administers  this   agreeable  compli- 


ment to  the  regular  profession  of  California  : 
"  This  success  secured  for  the  cause  of 
Homoeopathy,  in  the  recognition  thus  con- 
ceded (though  for  the  inferior  reason  as- 
signed) ,  reflects  equally  as  well  on  the  good 
sense  ^  candor  and  Catholicism  of  the  adher- 
ents of  the  dominant  school,  as  on  the  pri- 
vate and  public  perseverance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  committee." 

We  congratulate  our  brethren  of  the 
Golden  Gate  upon  the  success  of  their 
efforts  to  elevate  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine (?).  Such  commendation  from  the  ir- 
regulars is  something  to  be  proud  of  (  ?) . 

It  is  an  insurmountable  fact,  that  we  can 
not  obtain  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  provide 
for  a  board  of  examiners  in  our  own  State 
without,  in  some  degree,  recognizing  Hom- 
oeopaths and  Eclectics  as  meriting  the  pub- 
lic confidence  to  an  equal  degree  with  the 
regular,  well-educated  practitioner.  A  few 
months  of  "cramming"  anatomy,  physi- 
olog}',  chemistry  and  surger}',  will  render 
the  Homoeopath,  Eclectic,  or  Hjgiest  com- 
petent to  pass  a  state  board  composed  of 
"  political  doctors." 

How  will  the  profession  of  California  and 
Missouri  stand  in  the  estimation  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  hereafter? 
The  following  resolution,  adopted  unani- 
mousl}^  at  the  last  session  of  that  court  of 
last  resort,  should  be  carefully  considered 
before  the  regular  profession  of  Missouri 
gives  even  a  partial  pledge  of  fellowship  to 
the  irregulars  : 

"■Resolved^  That  members  of  the  medical 
profession  who  in  any  way  aid  or  abet  the 
graduation  of  medical  students  in  irregular 
or  exclusive  sj^stems  of  medicine,  are 
deemed  thereby  to  violate  the  spirit  of  the 
ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion." 

Can  any  honorable  and  high-minded 
member  of  the  profession  in  Missouri  con- 
sent to  serve  upon  a  board  which  must, 
perforce,  grant  its  license  to  an}'  one  who 
can  manage  to  pass  its  examination  ?  If 
to  participate  in  the  teaching  of  medical 
students  who  are  to  o:raduate   as  irregulars, 
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is  to  place  the  teacher  under  the  ban  of  ex- 
<^ommunication  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  what  must  be  said  of  the  pro- 
fessional man  who  participates  in  granting 
licenses  to  practice  to  those  practitioners  of 
•exclusive  S3'stems  who  have  already  ob- 
tained a  parchment  of  eome  sort  ?  In  order 
to  succeed  before  the  legislature,  any  bill 
-establishing  a  board  of  medicat  examiners 
must  not  discriminate  for  or  against  any  one 
school  or  sj'stem  of  medicine,  no  matter 
how  reasonable  may  be  its  clain^s  to  public 
•confidence  upon  the  one  hand,  nor  how  ab- 
surd soever  maj^  be  its  assumptions  upon 
the  other. 

For  our  own  part,  we  are  willing  that  the 
forces  of  science  and  truth  should  remain 
unshackled  by  legislative  enactments  in  its 
war  upon  falsehood  and  error  wherever 
found.  If  the  regular  profession  has  not 
strength  and  ability  enough  within  itself  to 
Tid  its  bod}'  of  ignorance  and  incompetence  ; 
to  raise  its  standard  of  education,  and  en- 
force salutarj'  reforms  ;  then  it  may  be  taken- 
for  granted  that  it  is  bej'ond  hope,  and  that 
310  stimulant  administered  by  the  body  of 
iion-medical  doctors  who  bienniallj^  assem- 
ble at  the  state  capital  will  be  able  to  effect 
its  resuscitation. 


» ♦ » 


medical  public.  The  Ohio  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  a  bi-monthly  of  one  hun- 
dred pages,  is  issued  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Starling  Medical  College.  The  Ohio 
Medical  Recorder,  a  monthl}',  of  forty-eight 
pages,  is  conducted  b}^  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty of  the  Columbus  Medical  College. 
Both  journals  present  a  pleasing  appear- 
ance, and  contain  much  interesting  and 
valuable  matter,  and  are  published  at 
Columbus,.  The  subscription  price,  $2  00 
per  annum,  being  the  same  for  each. 

The  Archives  of  Clinical  Surgery,  edited 
b}'  Edward  J.  Bermingham,  M.  D.,  Rut- 
ledge  &  Co.,  New  York,  publishers,  is  an- 
nounced to  appear  July  15th.  It  is  to  be 
a  monthly  of  forty  pages.  Subscription 
$4  00  per  annum.  We  shall  notice  it  more 
at  length  in  our  next  number. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


The  Virginia  Medical  Monthly  is  always 
fresh,  sparkling,  and  full}'  up  with  the* 
times.  We  notice  in  its  list  of  contributors, 
the  names  of  some  prominent  St.  Louisians, 
whose  writings  have  often  added  value  to 
our  own  columns. 


»  ♦  ♦ 


An  Honor  AVorthily  Bestowed. — We 
have  learned  with  much  pleasure  that 
our  enterprising  manufacturing  chemists, 
Messrs.  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  again  borne  off  the  grand 
prize  medal  for  the  superiority  and  perfec- 
tion of  their  soluble  sugar-coated  pills,  i 
The  Chilian  World's  Fair  is  the  latest  dis- 
penser of  this  honor  so  richl}'  deserved. 

If  any  one  should  be  skeptical  upon  the 
subject  of  the  efficiency  or  solubility  of 
Warner's  preparations  (as  w^as  the  writer, 
some  years  ago) ,  let  him  make  trial  in  per- 
son of  the  quinine  or  carthartic  pills  and  he 
will  be  convinced  beyond  perad venture. 
♦-♦-♦ 

New  Journals. — Central  Ohio   presents 
two  candidates  for  the  favor  of  the  readino- 


Florentine,  the  new  iron  water  manu- 
factured by  Mr.  Coleman,  needs  only  to  be 
examined  to  be  highl}^  appreciated.  It  is  a 
perfect  solution  of  proto-carbonate  of  iron 
in  carbonic  acid  water.  Some  of  our  best 
practitioners  are  prescribing  it  daily.  It  is 
agreeable  to  the  taste  and  easily  assimi- 
lated. 

In  consequence  of  the  unusual  amount  of 
space  devoted  to  society  proceedings,  we 
are  reluctantly-  obliged  to  defer  reviews  of 
the  works  of  Hammond,  Sa3Te,  Green  and 
others,  which  we  have  read}'  for  publication. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  Dental  Anatomy 
AND  Surgery.  Bj-  Henry  Sewill,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgery  and 
Licentiate  in  Dental  Surgery,  etc.     Phil- 
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adelpliia :     Lincls.ay   &  Blakistoii,    1876. 

St.  Louis  Book  &  News  Compai\y.     203 

pages. 

The  city  pln'sician  wlio  has  a  D.  D.  S. 
for  next-door  neighbor,  will  not-  think  of 
buying  a  book  on  dentistry,  although  the 
principles  of  this  branch  of  medicine  may 
be  acquired  without  much  expenditure  of 
time  or  mone}^,  and  would  prove  of  much 
value  when  once  well  fixed  in  the  mind. 

The  countr}'  .practioner  is  often  called 
upon  to  practice  operative  dentistrj^,  and 
ought,  b}'  all  means,  to  possess  some  sort 
of  11  manual  of  the  science. 

The  little  work  under  consideration  will 
well  repa}^  perusal  and  stud3\  The  histo- 
logical portion  is  especially  valuable,  and 
the  sections  upon  malformations  and  irregu- 
larities of  the  teeth,  and  upon  neuralgia 
and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  should 
be  read  b}^  ever}^  practitioner. 

The  publisher  has  presented  the  author's 
work  in  very  neat  and  attractive  style. 
^-^^ . 

BOOKS  &  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


Spiritualism  and  Allied  Causes  and 
Conditions  of  Nervous  Derangement. 
By  William  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  S,ys- 
tem  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York,  etc. 
Illustrated.  Pages  XII— 366.  New  York  : 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  Avenue. 
1876.  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  North 
Fourth  street,  St.  Louis. 

Atlas  of  Skin  Diseases.  B3'  Louis  A. 
Duhring,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Skin  Diseases 
in  the  IJospital  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  Ph3'sician  to  the  Dispensaiy  for 
Skin  Diseases,  Philadelphia,  etc.  Part  I. 
Eczema  (Erythematosum)  ;  Psoriasis  ;  Lu- 
pus (Erythematosus)  ;  Syphiloderma  (Pus- 
tulosum).  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott 
&  Co.,  1876,  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N. 
Fourth  street,  St.  Louis.     $2  50. 

Micro-Photographs  of  Histology,  Nor- 
mal AND  Pf\.TH0L0GiCAL.  By  Carl  Seller, 
M.  D.,  in  conjunction  with  J.  Gibbons  Hunt, 
M.  D.,  and  Joseph  G.  Richardson,  M.  D. 
Vol.  I,  Nos.  1  and  2,  April  and  May,  1876. 


Philadelphia:  J.  H.  Coates  &  Co.,  pub- 
lishers, 822  Chestnut  street.  60  cents  per 
number,  $6  00  per  year. 

Catalogue  of  the  National  Medical 
Library,  under  the  direction  of  the  Surgeon* 
General  United  States  Arm}-,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  pages  72.  Washington:  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  1876.  From  the 
Surgeon  General's  Office. 

Insanity  ;  Its  Financial  Relations  to 
THE  States,  with  Statistics.  By  J.  S. 
Conrad,  M.  D.,  Resident  Ph3'sician  to  the 
Maryland  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  April 
13th,  1876,  Reprinted  from  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Fac^ 
ulty  of  Mainland.     16  pages. 

On  Some  Practical  Points  in  the 
Treatment  of  those  Forms  of  Eye  Dis- 
ease of  Most  Frequent  Occurrence  in 
General  Practice.  B3'  A.  M.  Bose- 
brough,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Toronto- 
E3'e  and  Ear  Infirmaiy.  Read  before  the 
Canadian  Medical  Association,  Halifax,  N^ 
S.,  August  4,  1875.  13  pages.  Toronto: 
Dudley  &  Burns,  printers,  11  Colborne 
street,   1876.     From  the  author. 

A  Brief  Report  of  Cases  of  Sympa- 
thetic Ophthalmia  and  Sympathetic  Irri- 
tation. B3'  A.  M.  Rosebrough,  M.  D.  4 
pages.     From  the  author. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Surgical 
Instruments  and  Appliances.  Aloe  & 
Hernstein,  manufacturers  and  importers^ 
206  North  Fourth  street,  St.  Louis,  1876. 
160  pages. 


pisicettawc0Mi^  patc^. 


The  Chair  of  Physiology  at  Geneva. 
— Brown-^equard  having  declined  the  pro- 
fessorship of  ph3^siology  in  the  recentl3' 
established  medical  school  of  Geneva,  the 
great  Florentine,  Professor  Schifl^,  has  ac-> 
cepted  the  appointment. 

Female  Physicians  in  California. — At 
the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Societ3^  of  California,  held  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, April  19  and  20,  five  lady  graduates 
in  medicine  were  admitted  to  full  member- 
ship without  opposition. — Pacific  Medical 
and  Surgii^al  JonrnaL 
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Change  in  Editorial  Management.^ — 
Dr.  George  Grrenier  has  retired  from  the 
editorial  chair  of  L' Union  Medicale  dn 
Canada^  and  is  succeeded  by  Dr.  E.  P. 
Lachapelle.  We  regret  to  learn  that  long- 
continued  illness  has,  at  last,  compelled  Dr. 
■Grenier  to  resign  the  pen  and  seek  rest 
from  the  ill- requited  toils  of  editorial  labor. 

Curious  Error  in  Vital  Statistics.— In 
Ms  remarks  upon  the  reports  of  deaths  and 
their  causes  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  Cali- 
fornia during  December,  1875,  Dr.  E.  W. 
Hatch,  Secretaiy  State  board  of  health, 
writes  as  follows  ( Western  Lancet^  June, 
1876)  :  "Two  deaths  are  noticed  to  have 
occurred  in  Sacramento  b}^  cariboo-spirial 
fever."  The  (printer's)  "devil"  has,  evi- 
dentl}^,  been  perpetrating  one  of  his  usual 
diabolical  atrocities  upon  our  w^orth}'  neigh- 
bor. There  are  plain  indications  for  the 
use  of  the  "  Lancet"  in  his  case. 

A  Remarkable  Case  of  Macribiosis  is 
.reported  in  Vir chow's  Archives^  April  27, 
1876,  by  Dr.  Ornstein,  of  Athens.  The 
man,  George  Stravarides,  died  in  SmjTiia 
at  the  age  of  132  3'ears.  Although  this 
Methusalah  had  alwaj^s  lived  an  irregular 
life  and  had  consumed  an  average  of  more 
than  one  hundred  drachms  of  brandj'  daily, 
he  retained  the  full  possession  of  all  his 
iive  senses — as  also  a  complete  set  of  teeth 
— up  to  the  moment  of  his  death.  He  also 
continued  to  the  last  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  his  avocation — a  baker.  This  man  was 
born  in  1743,  in  the  reign  of  Mohammed  I, 
and  lived  during  the  reigns  of  nine  sultans. 
— Clinic^  June  10. 

The  Smell  of  Syphilis. — In  the  recent 
English  debate  on  syphilis.  Sir  Wiw.  Gull 
spoke  of  recognizing  the  disease  by  the 
odor  of  the  sweat  of  affected  individuals. 
He  instanced  a  patient  of  his  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  tubercular,  who  "  smelt  of 
syphilis."  He  gave  no  particulars  regard- 
ing the  distinctive  characters  of  the  odor, 
which  we  may  hope  he  may  give  at  some 
future  period.  The  nasal  organ  has  not, 
heretofore,  been  regarded  of  siwy  great 
value  in  diagnosis,  although  it  furnishes 
some  corroborative  evidence  in  puerperal 
fever,  diabetes,  small-pox,  mercurializa- 
tion,  rheumatism,  etc. 

Gun-shot  Wound  of  the  Heart. — Dr. 
P.  S.  Conner  {Cincinnati  Clinic^  May  27, 
1876)  read  an  interesting  paper  before  the 


Acadeiny  of  Medicine,  of  that  cit}',  on  May 
22,  and  presented  the  specimen  from  a  case 
of  this  character.  .The  ball,  from  a  pistol, 
had  passed  through  both  ventricles  and  the 
right  auricle,  and  had  lodged  at  the  root  of 
the  right  lung.  Hemorrhage  had  been 
quite  profuse  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  but 
had  ceased  sixteen  hours  afterward,  when 
he  was  first  seen  b}'  Dr.  Conner.  Severe 
pleuro-pneumonia,  peri-  and  endo-carditis 
were  soon  developed,  but  on  the  twentieth 
day  had  entirely  subsided,  and  on  the 
thirty-first  day  the  boy  (age  thirteen  years) 
was  able  to  walkout.  But  extensive  A^alvu- 
lar  lesions  revealed  themselves  upon  aus- 
tultation.  He  became  feeble,  emaciated 
and  had  an  annoying  cougli  with  slight  ex- 
pectoration and  progressive  anasarca. 

Death  occurred  three  years^  two  months 
and  thirteen  days  after  receipt  of  wound. 

The  case  is  unique,  for  the  patient  recov- 
ered from  a  gun-shot  wound  of  three  of  the 
four  cavities  of  the  hearty  and  life  was  pro- 
longed for  a  period  of  over  thirty-eight 
months.  On  autops}^  the  pericardial  sac 
was  found  completely  abolished,  and  the 
heart  measured  twelve  inches  in  its  greatest 
circumference  and  weighed  twenty-one  and 
one-half  ounces.  The  ball  was  found  com- 
pletely encapsulated  just  below  the  bifurca- 
tion of  the  main  bronchus  of  the  right 
lung ;  it  was  conical  and  measured  three- 
eights  of  an  inch  long  and  one-fourth  inch 
in  diameter. 

How  TO  Make  Raw  Meat  Palatable  to 
Invalids. — The  Southern  Medical  Mecord, 
Maj^  '76,  copies  the  following  from  the  In- 
dustrie Blatter  :  We  omit  the  gramme  and 
give  the  equivalent  in  English  ounces. 
The  following  recipe  for  this  purpose  has 
been  given  b}^  Ivon  :  Raw  meat  (from  the 
loin),  8.7  oz.  ;  shelled  sweet  almonds,  2.6 
oz.  ;  shelled  bitter  almonds,  17  oz.  :  white 
sugar,  2.8  oz.  ;  these  substances  to  be 
beaten  together  in  a  marble  mortar  to  a 
uniform  pulp  and  the  fibres  to  be  separated 
by  a  strainer.  The  pulp,  which  has  a  rosy 
hue  and  a  very  agreeable  taste,  cloes  not  at 
all  remind  one  of  meat,  and  maj^  be  kept 
fresh  for  a  considerable  time,  even  in  sum- 
mer, in  a  diy,  cool  place.  Yolk  of  egg 
maj'  be  added  to  it.  Erom  this  pulp,  or 
direct!}'  from  the  above  substance,  an  emul- 
sion ma}'  be  prepared  which  will  be  ren- 
dered still  more  nutritious  by  the  addition 
of  milk.  Lailler  prefers  the  following 
preparation:     Dried   raw   meat,    3.5   oz.  ; 
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sugar,  1.4  oz.  ;  wine,  7  oz.  ;  tincture  of 
cinnamon,  .1  oz.  It  is  a  kind  of  electuary, 
ver}'  agreeable  to  the  palate. 

Simulation  of  Pregnancy  in  Very 
Young  Girls  Following  Attempted  Rape. 

— We  find  the  following,  from  the  Lyon 
J\  fed  leal  in  L' Union  Medical  du  Canada, 
May  1876  : 

Dr.  Bergeron  has  had  occasion  to  make 
medico-legal  examinations  of  three  3'oung 
girls,  aged  about  thirteen  j^ears,  who  had 
recently  been  exposed  to  attempts  at  rape. 
In  each,  defloration  was  found  complete, 
and,  in  addition,  the}-  offered  s^'mptoms  of 
commencing  pregnanc3^  The  abdomen  was 
enlarged,  the  breasts  were  swollen,  with 
pigmentation  of  the  arolese.  In  one,  the 
brown  abdominal  line  was  present.  Fin- 
ally, all  had  amenorrhoea,  accompanied 
by  cardialgia,  and  intestinal  troubles. 
Nevertheless,  the  cervix  uteri  was  small 
and  hard,  no  softening.  Eveiy  one  sup- 
posed pregnancy  to  be  present,  but  Dr. 
Bergeron  felt  authorized  to  contradict  it 
provisionally.  After  some  months,  men- 
struation returned,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  other  symptoms  disappeared. 

These  facts  show  how  cautious  the  medi- 
cal witness  should  be,  in  similar  cases, 
about  admitting  the  presence  of  pregnane}^ 
However  excusable  he  might  be  in  the  eyes 
of  his  professional  brethren,  an  error  of 
this  character  would  alwa^^s  be  prejudicial 
to  him  before  the  courts  and  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  public. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Prizes. — The 
Committee  has  announced  the  award  of  a 
prize  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Dr.  Gr. 
Gill  Wylie,  of  New  York,  for  a  dissertation 
on  "Civil  Hospital  Construction,"  and  a 
prize  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  Dr.  Mary 
Putnam  Jacobi,  of  New  York,  for  a  disser- 
tation on  the  subject,  "  Do  Women  require 
Mental  and  Bodily  Rest  during  menstrua- 
tion ?"—iV"ew;  York  Med.  Record. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  Rheumatism. — Dr. 
Frank  W.  Page,  of  Brandon,  Vermont,  re- 
ports {New  York  Medical  Record,  July  8) 
two  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  not  cured, 
or  even  relieved,  by  salicylic  acid  in  large 
and  frequent  doses.  We  evidently  need 
more  light  upon  this  subject,  and  our  col- 
umns are  open  to  a  free  discussion. 

False  Certificates. — A.  M.  Boiron  has 
lust  been  condemned  by  the  Court  of  As- 


sizes, of  Paris,  to  five  years  hard  labor  for 
having  procured  false  certificates,  by  means 
of  which  he  obtained  admission  to  the 
Montpelier  College.  He  was  about  to  pass 
his  examination  in  the  name  and  place  of  a 
certain  M.  Crespin,  who  had  gone  to  Spain.. 
— Neio  York  Medical  Record. 

Sir  William  Fergurson  is  reported  dan- 
gerously ill.  He  suffers  from  gout,  cardiac- 
and  renal  diseases. 

Death  of  Balard. — Balard,  who  discov- 
ered bromine,  died  recentl}^  at  an  advanced 
ao-e. 


\(^mt  ^tm. 


The  St.  Louis  Small-Pox  Hospital  is  va-^ 
cant,  at  the  present  writing,  for  the  first 
time  in  two  3'ears. 

The  Vaccinating  Physicians  are  in  des- 
pair— one  of  them  has  had  but  sixteen  calls. 

Missouri  Medical  College. — Attention 
is  called  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College.  Send  for  a  copy  of 
the  announcement. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Stevens  will  deliver  a 
course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  mind 
and  nervous  sj^stem  in  the  St.  Louis  Medi- 
cal College,  next  summer. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  College  offers  the 
student  the  option  of  a  three-term  graded 
course  of  study,  or  the  ordinaiy  crowded 
two-term  course  of  lectures.  Examinations 
will  take  place  at  the  close  of  each  term 
upon  the  branches  taught.  The  advantages 
of  this  arrangement  are  patent. 

The  St.  Louis  Sanitarium  has  been 
granted  a  certificate  of  incorporation  b}^  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  first  board  of 
trustees  is  composed  of  Messrs.  S.  T. 
Glover,  J.  W.  Luke,  J.  A.  J.  Aderton,  E. 
O.  Stannard,  and  Drs.  C.  F.  Widne}',  A. 
S.  Barnes  and  S.  T.  Newman.  Having 
met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success,  wdiile 
laboring  under  the  many  disadvantages  in- 
cident to  the  inception  of  a  new  enterprize, 
we  have  no  doubt  but  success  will  continue 
to  reward  the  managers  under  the  present 
well-known  and  highly-respected  board  of 
trustees. 
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THE  VENEREAL  AND   SYPHILIT- 
IC   VIRUS. 


BY  THOS.  KENNARD,  M.   D.,    ST.   LOUIS. 


We  speak  of  the  specific  virus  of  sj'pliilis 
as  something  not  to  be  questioned.  Sev- 
eral microscopists  have  claimed  to  have 
discovered  peculiar  vegetable  spores  in 
S3'philitic  pus  characteristic  of  the  disease, 
but  from  the  announcement  of  Donne  down 
to  Losdorfer,  the  latest  claimant  in  that 
direction,  not  one  of  them  has  been  able  to 
prove  his  assertions.  The  peculiar  specific 
virus  of  sj'philis  has  never  3'et  been  dis- 
covered b}^  the  microscope  nor  demon- 
strated b}^  chemical  analysis.  The  im- 
aginary or  real  vegetable  spores  said  to 
have  been  found  in  the  pus  of  venereal 
sores  and  supposed  to  be  peculiar  to  syphi- 
litic virus,  have  been  proven  to  have  no 
definite  connection  with  its  poisonous  quali- 
ties, for  similar  microscopic  bodies  to  those 
described  b}^  these  examiners,  ma}"  be  found 
in  the  blood  of  any  cachectic  person.  We 
have  not  then,  as  yet,  been  able  to  determine 
b}'  experimental  proof,  what  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  syphilitic  poison  is,  an}"  more 
than  we  have  that  w^hich  produces  variola, 
rubeola,  pertussis,  typhoid  or  typhus  fever, 
but  the  experience  of  centuries  with  the 
disease  has  proven  to  us,  beyond  perad ven- 
ture, the  existence  of  such  a  peculiar  and 
specific  virus.  The  fact  that  a  healthy  man 
having  sexual  intercourse  with  a  female 
suffering  from  venereal  disease,  most  com- 
monly becomes  infected  from  her,  and  vice- 
versa,  and  takes  only  that  form  of  the 
disease  which  she  has,  has  long  since  con- 
vinced all  medical  men  that  the  disease  is 
propagated    by  a  specific  virus.     For,    al- 


though the  secretion   from  a  venereal  sore 
differs  in  no  discernible  particular  from  the 
pus  of  a  simple  ulcer,  still,   as  it  possesses 
the  property  of  reproducing  similar  soreSy 
but  diflJ'ering  in    appearance   and   heJiavior 
from  common  ulcers,  and  is  capable  of  being 
imparted  to  any  number  of  individuals  by 
close  contact,  forces  us  to  believe  that  there 
is  a  peculiar  morbific  principle  in  venereal 
discharges  which  does  not  exist  in  simple 
pus  and  which  we  therefore  naturally  desig- 
nate the  venereal  virus.     So  too,  when  the 
syphilitic  poison  has  entered  the  blood  andl 
contaminated  the  constitution,  its  presence' 
is  manifested  by  peculiar  phenomena,  which 
liaTC  not  been  observed  to  ever  have  been 
produced  by  any  other  cause,  and  hence  we 
must  be  as  firmly  convinced  that  the  disease 
has  its  origin  in  a  specific  virus,  as  much  so 
as  small-pox  or  scarlet  fever  has.     No  man 
of  repute  has  doubted  this  fact  since  the 
history  of  the  disease  became  known.     The 
greatest  medical  men,  however,  down  to  th€»* 
time  of  John  Hunter,   and  even  that  most 
original  thinker  and  accurate  observer  did^, 
believe  that  there  was  but  one  specific  vene-  - 
real  virus,  and  that  constitutional  symptoms, 
might  follow  any  form  of  venereal  disease,., 
gonorrhoea,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  ulcers. . 
He  was  so  fully  convinced  that  all  the  dif~- 
ferent  forms  of  venereal  trouble  were  mere 
modifications  of  one  and  the  same  disease,., 
that  he  treated  all  alike,    and  kept  his  gon-- 
orrhoea  patients  suflfering  much  lofiger  tlVxin 
they  would   have  done  without   any  treats 
ment,  by  putting  them  through  a  protracted, 
course  of  mercury  and   keeping  tbem  pro-- 
fusely    salivated    for    weeks    together    tOt 
prevent   the    occurrence    of    constitutionals 
symptoms.     Hunter  was   thus  erroneously; 
convinced,  both  from  extended  observation- 
and  direct  personal   experience.     The  fact, 
that  he  had  often  seen  the  same  individual] 
suflfering  with  all  three  forms  of  the  disease; 
at  once,    contracted   from    the    same  m<^}j~ 
vidual,  and  had,  as  he  thought,    frequently 
known   constitutional  symptoms  to   follow 
an  attack  of  simple  gonorrhoea,  led  him  to 
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believG  that  the  same  pus  which  produced 
au  inflammation  and  discharge  from  the 
urethra,  wlien  brought  in  contact  with  the 
mucous  membrane  of  that  canal,  would  pro- 
duce inflammation  and  ulceration  when 
inoculated  or  held  long  in  contact  with  the 
mucous  or  cutaneous  surface.  Not  satis- 
fied, however,  with  his  personal  observa- 
tion, he  resorted  to  inoculation  of  his  own 
.person  with  the  purulent  discharge  issuing 
from  the  urethra  of  a  patient,  whom  he  be- 
lieved was  sufljering  from  gonorrhoea  only, 
(and  unfortunately  both  for  himself  and  the 
thousands  who  suffered  afterwards  from 
mal-treatment) ,  he  succeeded  in  producing 
syphilis  in  his  own  person,  which,  of  course, 
confirmed  his  previous  belief  in  the  identity 
'  t)f  the  pus  which  produced  the  various  forms 
-of  the  disease.  So  great  was  the  weight  of 
his  opinion,  that  in  spite  of  contradic- 
tions by  dail}^  observation  of  cases,  the 
great  majority  of  medical  men  acquiesced 
in  and  followed  his  teachings,  and  believing 
-as  they  did,  that  mercurialization  was  a 
■sine-qua-^ion,  in  the  treatment  of  all  vene- 
real diseases,  the}^  resorted  to  it  in  every 
case,  and,  taking  no  time  to  observe  the 
natural  course  of  the  disease,  congratulated 
themselves  upon  the  wonderful  prophjiactic 
and  alterative  effects  of  mercur^^,  when  no 
constitutional  S3^mptoms  followed  gonor- 
rhoea and  the  great  majority  of  venereal 
ulcers. 

Thus,  their  unscientific  treatment,  found- 
ed upon  erroneous  observations  and  iiicor- 
^cect  conclusions,  added  greatly  to  their 
reputation  as. scientific  men,  and  their  un- 
ifortunate  patients  continued  to  be  tortured 
Hintil  salivation  and  severe  suffering  became 
•synonymous  term s . 

Fortunately,  however,  in  those  da^^s  as 
now,  some  of  the  disciples  saw  clearer  than 
their  master,  and  began  first  to  doubt  the 
propriety  of,  and  then  to  denounce  this 
barbarous  treatment. 

In  Hunter's  own  time,  Balfour,  Bell, 
Cockburn,  and  others  denied  the  truth  and 
accuracy  of  his*  conclusions,  and  the  great- 


est of  all  his  successors,  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
who  followed  no  man  blindly,  and  saw  the 
immense  harm  that  was  being  inflicted  by 
mercury,  exclaimed  with  great  indignation 
to  his  followers  in  Guy's  Hospital :  "  I  do 
say,  that  the  present  treatment  of  patients 
under  gonorrhoea,  in  these  hospitals,  by 
putting  them  unnecessarily  under  a  course 
of  murcury  for  five  or  six  weeks,  is  infam- 
ous and  disgraceful." 

The  marked  dissimilarity  between  the 
symptoms  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  soon 
convinced  acute  observers  that  Hunter  was 
mistaken,  but  it  remained  for  Ricord,  by  a 
repeated  repetition  of  Hunter's  experiments 
by  inoculation,  to  prove  to  the  world  that 
the  great  Englishman's  doctrine  was  incor- 
rect, which  this  American-born  Frenchman 
did  so  thoroughly,  that  but  few  men  of  sense 
since  that  time  have  ever  questioned  the  dis- 
tinct difference  in  the  origin  of  gonorrhoea 
and  venereal  sores.  His  experiments  at 
the  Hopital  du  Midi  were  ver}^  numerous, 
and  publicly  made,  and  in  ever}^  instance, 
demonstrated  that  the  pus  from  a  venereal 
ulcer  produced  an  ulcer  and  never  a  clap, 
and  that  a  gonorrhoeal  discharge  would  in- 
duce a  clap  but  never  an  ulcer.  He  ac- 
counted for  the  production  of  syphilis  in 
rare  instances  from  inoculation  with  the 
urethral  discharge  (as  in  Hunter's  case) 
from  the  conclusion  that  in  all  such  cases  a 
deap-seated  urethral  chancre  is  present. 
This  is  sometimes,  though  rarely^  the  case, 
and  will  not  answer  as  an  explanation  of 
mau}^  of  these  mysterious  cases,  as  Ricord 
contended  that  it  would. 

He  was  undoubtedly  mistaken,  for  it  is 
very  difficult  to  understand  how,  in  sexual 
congress,  the  pus  from  a  venereal  sore, 
more  especially  from  a  chancre,  could  be 
carried  far  back  into  the  deep-seated  parts 
of  the  urethral  canal,  and  even  if,  per- 
chance, such  a  thing  could  happen,  there 
being  no  lesion  existing  there,  the  pus 
would  be  apt  to  be  washed  awa}^  before  in- 
oculation could  occur.  It  is  true,  that  both 
chancres  and  chancroids  are  found   within 
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the  urethra  as  far  back  as  the  fossa  navicii- 
laris,  but  in  all  such  cases  the}^  msij  be 
readily  detected  by  the  sight  or  touch,  or 
by  both,  and  generally  involve  the  meatus. 

In  quite  an  extensive  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  venereal  disease,  I  never  j^et 
met  with  the  so-called  deep-seated  chancre, 
and  believe  that  such  an  occurrence  must 
be  unique.  Ricord's  explanation,  then,  of  a 
syphilitic  gonorrhoea  and  gonorrhoeal  syphi- 
lis, although  it  has  been  accepted  by  most 
tsj^philologists  since  the  time  of  the  enuncia- 
tion of  his  ideas,  does  not  explain  all  of 
these  doubtful  cases,  for  we  most  certainly 
<do  occasionally  find  constitutional  sj^philis 
in  patients  m  whom  no  sign  of  any  kind  of 
venereal  sore  has  been  suspected  or  detect- 
ed b}^  the  patient  or  the  surgeon,  and  hence 
the  idea  of  a  syphilitic  gonorrhoea  is  still 
contended  for  by  a  few  of  the  ablest  writers 
on  venereal  of  the  present  day,  and  they 
have  placed  upon  record  many  cases  to  sub- 
stantiate their  theory. 

Dr.  Wm.  A.  Hammond,  of  New  York, 
professor  in  University  Medical  College,  and 
one  of  our  most  prolific  writers,  has  been 
the  strongest  modern  advocate  of  sj^philitic 
gonoi'rhcea.     He  contends  : 

1st.  That  the  virus  of  an  infecting 
^chancre,  when  deposited  upon  a  secreting 
mucous  surface,  may  give  rise  to  an  inflam- 
mation of  that  surface,  attended  with  a 
muco-purulent  discharge  without  a  chancre 
l3eing  necessarily  formed,  unless  an  abra- 
•sion  exists  ;  in  which  case,  if  the  chancrous 
virus  comes  in  contact  with  it,  a  chancre 
will  in  all  probability  be  produced,  and  co- 
exist with  the  general  inflammation. 

2d.  That  the  affection  thus  produced  by 
the  virus  of  the  infecting  chancre  is  a  syph- 
ilitic gonorrhoea ;  that  it  is  followed  by 
constitutional  manifestations,  and  is  con- 
tagious.!    *     *     * 

3d.  That  the  pits  from  a  chancroid  will, 
in  a  similar  manner,  produce  a  gonorrhoea  of 
its  like,  which  can  be  communicated  to  a 
third  party,    but  will   not  be  followed  by 
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constitutional  symptoms,  and  these  two 
sources  are  the  only  ones  from  which  a  con- 
tagious gonorrhoea  can  originate^  and  that 
all  other  cases  of  muco-purulent  discharge 
from  the  urethra  and  vagina  are  not  true 
gonorrhoea,  nor  possessed  of  any  specific 
characteristics  whatever. 

Such  are  the  ideas  entertained  at  the 
present  day  by  one  of  our  ablest  thinkers, 
and  whose  opinions,  have  been  formed 
mainly  from  personal  experience,  and  yet 
the  combined  experience  of  the  medical 
world  shows  him  to  be  as  far  from  the  truth 
as  was  John  Hunter. 

Such  cases  as  those  related  by  him  are 
rarely  if  ever  met  with,  and  it  is  much  more 
rational  for  us  to  conclude  that  where  con- 
stitutional syphilis  does  follow  cases  ot  ap- 
parently uncomplicated  gonorrhoea,  that  we 
have  overlooked  the  initial  lesion  of  syphi- 
lis, than  that  s^^philis  has  originated  from 
the  gonorrhoeal  discharge  alone.  It  is  much 
easier  to  believe  that  syphilitic  inoculation 
may  occur  without  producing  the  ordinary 
local  manifestations,  than  that  constitu- 
tional symptoms  will  follow  a  muco-purulent 
discharge  from  the  urethra  without  syphi- 
litic inoculation,  or  that  Hammond's  two 
kinds  of  gonorrhoea  are  the  only  contagious 
and  specific  urethral  discharyes,  when  the 
united  experience  of  the  world  not  only 
proves  the  contrary,  but  that  almost  every 
gonorrhoea  has  a  specific  origin  and  is  de- 
cidedly contagious.  Such  cases  may  have 
their  origin  by  the  communication  of  the 
virus  from  secondary  disease,  by  kissing 
and  other  means  not  suspected  at  the  time 
when  the  gonorrhoea  absorbs  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  patient.  Ricord  taught  that 
soft  sores  were  never  found  upon  the  head 
and  face,  but  might  be  found  on  every  other 
portion  of  the  body,  whilst  he  had  seen 
hundreds  of  hard  chancres  in  that  region, 
and  especially  on  the  lips.  Now  this  is  a 
clinical  fact  which  has  but  few  exceptions, 
but  still  there  are  exceptions^  and  I  reported 
to  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society,  a  very 
striking  one,'  two  years  ago,  of  an  exten- 
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sive  chancroid,  involving  the  whole  npper 
eyelid,  in  a  common  prostitute,  who  at  the 
same  time  had  a  phagedenic  ulcer  upon  one 
of  her  breasts. 

It  is  not  verj"  difficult  to  account  for  the 
rarity  of  the  occurrence  of  a  chancroid  upon 
the  head  and  face,  for  no  human  being,  ex- 
cept the  most  beastl_y,  is  likeh'  to  allow  that 
portion  of  his  or  her  person  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  a  chancroid,  and  if  the}^  did,  the 
chances  for  inoculation  are  not  one  in  a 
thousand,  unless  it  be  upon  the  lips.  Arti- 
ficial inoculation,  b}^  Rollet  and  Bassereau, 
has  proven  that  there  is  no  inaptitude  in 
this  portion  of  the  bod}'  for  the  reception  of 
chancroidal  pus,  for  soft  sores  form  and  run 
the  same  course  upon  the  head  and  face  as 
upon  an}"  other  portion  of  the  cutaneous 
surface.  The  more  frequent  occurrence 
then,  of  yenereal  sores  upon  the  lips  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  can  readil}^  be  produced 
from  the  secondary  lesions,  which  are  so 
common  about  the  mouth,  and  also  from  the 
fact  that  the  revolting  habit  of  the  sexes 
exciting  each  other  abnormally'  b}'  applj'ing 
the  mouth  of  the  one  to  the  genitalia  of  the 
other,  is  b}"  no  means  so  uncommon  as  our 
natural  instinct,  regard  for  decency'  and  ab- 
horrence of  bestiality  would  induce  us  to 
believe.  The  experience  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  more  than  half  the  prostitutes  in 
our  large  cities  confirms  the  truth  of  m}- 
statements  in  this  regard,  and  the  habit  is 
not  near  so  common  among  the  ignorant 
and  loiver  orders  of  men  as  among  hrohen- 
down  roues ^  young  and  old,  ivJio  resort  to 
this  debasing  and  disgusting  practice  to  re- 
kindle their  passion. 

Now,  from  the  verj^  hurried  and  incom- 
plete notes  which  we  have  jotted  down 
upon  the  subject  of  venereal  and  syphilitic 
virus,  what  conclusions  are  we  justified  in 
drawing  ? 

1st.  We  know  that  the  old  idea  that  gon- 
orrhoea and  all  venereal  ulcers  originated 
from  one  and  the  same  virus  is  incorrect, 
and  that  their  origin  and  nature  are  entirely 
different  and  distinct. 


2d.  That  all  venereal  ulcers  are  not  pro- 
duced b.y  the  same  kind  of  virus,  nor  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  consequences,  but  that, 
as  a  rule,  what  we  have  for  twenty-five 
years  termed  chancroids,  are  merely  local 
ulcers,  and  that  the  virus  from  the  same 
seldom  produces  constitutional  disease,  al- 
though, undoubtedly,  contamination  some- 
times occurs  where  the  appearance  of  the 
local  lesion  would  not  lead  us  to  antici- 
pate it. 

3d.  That  the  kind  of  sore  which  we  des- 
ignate as  chancre  is  ver}^  correctl}"  consid- 
ered to  be  the  true  syphilitic  sore,  and  most 
generall}'  is  the  only  kind  of  primary'  lesion 
that  is  followed  by  constitutional  infection,, 
and  that  such  infection  universall}'  mani- 
fests itself  unless  prevented  by  proper 
treatment. 

4th.  That  the  general  law  distinguishing 
chancre  from  chancroid,  and  the  conse- 
quences resulting  from  the  two  kinds  of 
sores  is  not  universal,  for  practical  experi- 
ence furnishes  many  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral rule,  and  that  we  cannot  so  easily  and 
uniformly  diagnosticate  the  two  diseases,  as. 
Bassereau,  Bumstead,  and  most  modern 
authors  would  have  us  believe.  This  is 
more  especiall}'  the  case  in  females,  where 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  are  quite 
frequentl}"  met  with,  and  that  although  there 
is  most  probably  but  one  peculiar  virus  that 
can  produce  s^'philis,  still  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  initial  lesion  are  not  in  all  cases^ 
sufiicientl}^  plain  to  enable  us  to  pronounce 
authoritativel}',  that  we  will  or  will  not 
have  secondar}'  syphilis  following  the  same, 
but  so  far  from  that,  we  occasionally  have 
constitutional  contamination  when  we  have 
been  unable  to  detect  an}'  primary  lesion 
whatever,  and  where  gonorrhoea  has  appar- 
ently been  the  origin  of  the  disease. 

The  experience  of  Hunter,  of  Lee,  of 
Morgan,  of  Hammond,  and  a  host  of  others 
confirms  this  point,  and  proves  to  any  un- 
prejudiced mind  that  the  syphilitic  virus- 
may  occasionally  contaminate  the  system 
without   producing    its   usval   cliaracteristic 
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lesion^  for  otherwise  we  can  not  explain 
man}'  mysterious  cases  of  constitutional 
infection. 

5th.  That  hard  and  soft  chancres  are  not 
modifications  of  the  same  lesion  caused  by 
-difference  in  constitution  or  location,  for  we 
sometimes  find  them  co-existing  on  the  same 
person  and  in  the  same  anatomical  region. 

Histor}^,  clinical  experience,  and  experi- 
ment have  proven  that,  as  a  rule,  they  are 
essentially  distinct  lesions. 

The  venereal  disease,  though  known  and 
'described    for    more    than    nineteen    cen- 
turies, was    never,  in  early  times,  spoken 
of  as    a  constitutional  disease,    and   what 
wx   now   call  s^-philis   was  not   mentioned 
until   about   1495,    and   it   most   probably 
would   have  been   mentioned   if    constitu- 
tional symptoms  had  followed  the  disease 
of   those   days,  for  the   ancients   were,  in 
man}^  particulars,  as  critical   and  as  acute 
observers  of    cause   and  effect  as  we  are. 
Two  kinds  of  sores  have   been   recognized 
€ind    described    ever    since    the    outbreak 
of  the  great  epidemic  during  the   siege  of 
Naples  by  the  French  army,   in  1495,  and 
most  authors  have  pointed  out  striking  dif- 
ferences  in  them,    and  admitted  that   one 
kind  was  much  more  likely  to  be   followed 
by  constitutional  symptoms  than  the  other, 
and  hence  we  have  so  long  read  of  the  soft 
and  hard  sore  ;  the  true   chancre  ;  the   in- 
fecting chancre,  theHunterian  chancre,  etc., 
•but  until   1852,   when  Bassereau  published 
his   views,   which   have   since   shaped   the 
medical   opinions  of  the   world  upon   this 
^subject,  no  one  had  contended  that  the  hard 
■chancre  was   the  only   primary  lesion  that 
<}ould  be   followed   by  secondary   syphilis, 
and  practical  experience  controlled  opinion 
in  early  days  more  than  it  does  now,  be- 
cause most  men  whose  writings    attracted 
much  attention  in  the  medical  world  were 
practical  men,   and  mere  theorists  had  less 
to   do  with   shaping  the   ideas  of  medical 
men  than  at  present. 

6th.  The  principal  claim  of  M.  Bassereau 
to  distinction  was  his  establishing:  the  fact 


that  the  hard  and  the  soft  chancre,  or  the' 
chancre  and  the  chancroid,  or  the  infect- 
ing and  the  non-infecting  venereal  sores 
were  two  entirely  different  species,  and 
not  convertible,  the  one  into  the  other, 
the  proof  of  the  latter  fact  establishing 
the  former — for  the  laws  of  nature  prevent 
the  conversion  of  one  species  into  another. 

Like  alwaj^s  produces  like,  is  a  universal 
law  of  nature  and  we  cannot  change  it. 

Bassereau  proved  that  both  species  were 
propagated  by  contagion,  but  that  the  hard 
sore  only  was  both  contagious  and  infec- 
tious, and  twentj^-five  yesn's  of  critical 
observation  has  confirmed  his  assertion  be- 
yond a  doubt. 

Then,  if  we  are  convinced  that  the  two 
kinds  of  sores  are  absolutely  distinct,  we 
most  naturally  must  conclude  that  the  virus 
originating  each  must  be  equally  distinct, 
and  that  the  different  effects  upon  the 
human  system  are  not  due  to  a  difference 
in  constitution  or  anatomical  formation. 
Confrontation  of  the  one  who  imparts  with 
the  one  who  receives  the  disease,  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  has  also  firmly  established 
the  doctrine  announced  by  the  distinguished 
pupil  of  Ricord. 

Finally,  we  know  that  these  laws,  though 
generally  true,  are  not  universally  so,  but 
that  we  occasionally  meet  with  very  striking 
exceptions,  as  we  do  with  every  other  dis- 
ease ;  cases  where  constitutional  syphilis 
follows  soft  sores,  or  cases  where  it  has 
been  manifested  too  plainly  to  be  mistaken, 
where  no  initial  lesion  has  been  detected  or 
even  suspected.  Such  being  the  fact,  it 
seems  to  me  that  any  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  such  cases  forces  us  to  admit  that 
the  true  syphilitic  virus  may  sometimes  be 
introduced  into  the  blood  and  contaminate 
the  system  without  producing  its  ordinary 
characteristic  local  effect,  or  any  local  lesion 
that  can  he  detected, 
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SALICYLIC   ACID     IN  ACUTE 
RHEUMATISM. 


A.  M.  BIERWIRTH,  M.D.,    ST.  LOUIS. 


In  one  of  the  late  numbers  of  jowr  jour- 
nal 3'ou  report  that  Dr.  Page,  Vermont,  has 
nsed  this  new  remed}^  in  two  cases  of  rheu- 
matism without  any  eifect.  This  recalled 
to  my  mind,  how  necessary  it  is,  that  prac- 
titioners should  give  public  account  of  their 
experience  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  a 
newl}'  recommended  drug.  This  is  the  only 
way  to  come  to  a  conclusion  in  the  matter. 
Acting  upon  joxn:  request,  I  shall  give  you 
short  notes  of  a  few  cases  that  I  have 
treated  with  the  acid.  Before  doing  so,  I 
would  remark,  that  Dr.  Strieker  gives,  in 
one  of  the  January  numbers  of  the  Berliner 
Klinisclie  Wochenschrift^  the  history  of 
fourteen  cases  treated  in  Prof.  Traube's 
clinic  with  salicylic  acid,  and  that  he  reports 
a  cure  in  all  cases  within  at  least  forty- 
eight  hours,  with  but  one  relapse  in  one 
case,  which  latter  also  gave  wa}^  after 
twenty-four  hours'  treatment. 

I  have  treated  three  cases  of  acute  articu- 
lar rheumatism  with  salicylic  acid,  and  one 
with  salicylicate  of  soda..  I  will  onl}^  give 
from  their  history  what  is  necessary  to  show 
the  action  of  the  medicine  : 

Case  I. — A  girl,  aged  sixteen,  was  at- 
tacked, April  22d,  with  intense  pain  in  the 
left  knee.  On  the  23d  I  was  called,  found 
that  she  had  not  slept  all  night  on  account 
of  the  pain.  Left  knee  joint  considerably 
swollen,  erj^thematous,  very  sensitive  to 
touch,  and  when  efforts  were  made  to  stretch 
it  or  move  it  at  all.  Leg  was  straightened 
and  placed  in  paste-board  and  cotton  band- 
age. She  took  9i  of  quinine  and  5i  of 
salicylic  acid  in  the  course  of  the  following 
thirty-six  hours .  Slept  very  well  ever  after. 
On  the  24th  of  April,  fever  had  diminished 
perceptibly  (thermometer  was  not  used) ,  the 
knee  was  so  much  better  that  it  could  be 
moved   without  much   pain.     At  the  third 


visit,  25th,  she  only  complained  of  being- 
very  weak  ;  no  more  pain.  Leaving  orders 
to  repeat  the  dose  of  medicine  once  more,, 
taking  it  at  longer  intervals  (about  10  grs- 
every  three  hours) ,  I  did  not  see  her  tilll 
May  3d,  when  I  was  called  to  find  her  taken, 
with  a  relapse  in  optima  forma,  just  as  be- 
fore. In  the  meantime  she  had  slight  paift 
about  the  heels  (not  in  the  joints  nor  in  the- 
knee).  Treatment  just  as  before,  5iss  of 
the  acid,  without  the  quinine  this  time,  re- 
lieved her  just  as  promptly.  After  the  third 
visit  I  did  not  go  to  see  her  again,  until  I 
accidentally  heard  that  she  still,  four  weeks, 
after  treatment,  had  some  difficult}^  in  walk- 
ing, though  she  complained  of  no  pain. 
The  trouble  consisted  in  stiffness  about  the 
left  foot  and  knee.  A  liniment  cured  her 
of  this  entirely  in  a  few  daj^s. 

Case  II. — Male,  aged  eighteen,  had  had 
all  the  sjanptoms  of  acute  rheumatism  for 
about  a  week   when  I  first  saw  him,  April 
27th,  I  found  him  in  a  state  of  high  fever. 
He  had  not  slept  for  three  or  four  nights  on 
account  of  pain  in  all  the  joints  of  the  ex- 
tremities,   excepting  the   hips,    while    the 
vertebrse  were  also  affected.     It  was  a  typ- 
cal  case,  without  heart-disease.     Both  legs, 
were   bandaged,  as  in  the   first  case,    and 
ten-grain  doses  of  salicylic  acid  adminis- 
tered hourly,  beginning  at  5  p.  m.     At  10^ 
a.  m.  next  morning  he  had  taken  about  51 1^ 
had  gone  to  sleep  after  the  third  or  fourth, 
dose,  and  was  leaning  on  one  elbow,  dis- 
posing of  a  beefsteak  when  I  arrived.     All 
joints,  without  exception,   were  better,  and 
onlj^  those  that  had  been  affected  most,  still 
pained  some.     On  the  third   daj^  ,*  after  3iii 
of  the  acid  had   been  taken,  the  bandages- 
could   be  removed,  fever   had  disappeared 
entirely,  and  patient,  unfortunately,  felt  so 
well,  that   I  could   not  keep   him  in  bed. 
The  consequent   exposure  to   the   draught 
caused  the  case  to  run  into  a  chronic  condi- 
tion, with  acute  exacerbations.     During  one- 
of  the  latter  I  recoursed  to  ten-grain  doses 
of  quinine,  which   not  only  did  not   bring 
relief  but,  moreover,  aggravated   the  case. 
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At  present,  two  and  a  half  months  after  the 
first  attack,  he  is  onl}^  troubled  now  and 
then  with  pain  in  the  hands.  I  feel  quite 
certain,  that  this  case  would  have  been  en- 
tirel}"  cured  at  the  outset,  if  the  patient 
had  remained  quietl}^  in  bed  for  four  or  five 
days  longer. 

Case  III. — A  girl,  aged  eleven,  had  been 
suffering  more  or  less  with  pain  in  all  the 
joints  of  the  extremities  for  about  six  days 
when  I  saw  her.  It  was  a  sub-acute  case, 
without  endocarditis.  Two  drachms  of 
salicj^licate  of  soda  cured  her  entirely. 
She  ran  about  the  house  the  second  day 
after  she  first  came  under  treatment ;  has 
had  no  relapse  or  residue  of  pain  in  any 
joint. 

Case  IV  presented  a  sudden  attack  of 
acute  rheumatism  of  the  left  shoulder ;  the 
patient,  female  aged  about  fort}^,  having 
left  a  beer  garden,  hale  and  heart}',  two 
hours  before  the  pain  set  in.  The  relief 
afforded  in  this  case  by  the  acid  was  also 
instantaneous,  though  the  cure  progressed 
slow] 3^,  it  being  the  third  or  fourth  attack 
of  the  same  joint. 

In  one  case  of  four  weeks'  standing, 
second  attack  after  a  pause  of  two  j'ears, 
the  patient  slept  so  well  after  taking  thirtj^ 
grains  of  the  acid,  that  she  asked  whether 
there  had  not  been  morphine  in  the  mixture 
given  her.  This  case  is  under  treatment 
yet. 

The  history-  of  these  few  cases  decidedly 
corroborates  the  experience  that  has  been 
gained  in  Europe  as  regards  the  effect  of 
salicylic  acid  and  salicylicate  of  soda  on 
acute  articular  rheumatism.  However,  they 
all  give  a  strong  hint  as  to  how  carefull}^ 
the  after-treatment  has  to  be  conducted  in 
such  cases.  Every  one  of  my  cases  was 
unfortunately  left  to  himself  too  soon. 
As  to  the  mode  of  administering  the  acid, 
I  may  add,  that  given  suspended  in  mucil- 
age it  is  borne  without  any  disagreeable 
symptoms  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
stomach. 
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Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  8,  1876. 
Editor  Clinical  Record : 

Dear  Sir  : — Some  two  years  ago  an  issue 
arose  in  one  of  our  county  medical  societies 
which,   being   decided   against  one  of  the 
contending   parties,    was   appealed   to  the 
State  Association,  and  there  the  decision  of 
the   county   society   was   sustained.      The 
professed  aggrieved   parties  then  appealed 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
that  bod}'  referred  the  matter  back  to  the 
State  Society  without  action.     These   ag- 
grieved parties  then  became  rebellious  and,, 
with  their  friends,   bolted  the  State  Asso- 
ciation, and  in  a  revolutionary  manner  or- 
ganized a  new   state    association,    and   in 
1875  sent  delegates  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  but  were  properly  refused 
admission,  and  the  delegates  from  the  old. 
State  Association  were  as  usual  recognized^ 
However,   this  bolting    party  continues  it 
organization,  and  sends  delegates  again  ta 
the   American  Medical  Association   at  its^ 
meeting  just  ended,  and  to  the  perfect  as- 
tonishment of  all  the  honest  medical  mcB  • 
of  this  State  they  were  admitted,   and  the 
delegates  from  the  old  Association  refused 
the  privilege  of  representing  the  only  legiti- 
mate medical  organization  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas — an   association  that  has  an  un- 
broken  history,    and   up  to  this  time  had 
equal  rank  with  other  State  associations  in 
its  relations  with  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation.   The  Judicial  Council  adopted  this 
unprecedented  measure  hastily  and  without 
giving  our  delegates  a  hearing,  and,  so  far 
as   they   have   been   able  to  ascertain,  no 
charge  has  been  preferred  against  the  old 
State  Society. 

Two- thirds  of  the  regular  practitioners  of 
Arkansas  have  been  outraged  by  this  extra- 
ordinary decision,  and  we  feel  that  some 
combination  of  circumstances  >  independent 
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of  right  and  justice,  has  caused  the  enmit}'-, 
and  we  furthermore  believe  that  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  will,  if  urged  to 
do  so,  give  the  matter  thorough  investiga- 
tion and  accord  a  decision  more  becoming 
■the  dignity  of  that  bod}' — if  not  in  effect  to 
our  benefit,  at  least  render  a  judgment  le- 
gitimate and  explanatory'.  We  therefore 
parpose  to  sustain  our  organization  and  in 
£i  mild  and  dispassionate  manner  present 
-our  cause  to  the  profession  at  large  and  en- 
'deaver  to  get  a  more  deliberative  consider- 
=ation  at  the  next  meetiug  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  We  do  not  propose 
to  give  offense  to  an}- one,  and  shall  conduct 
our  fight  upon  principles  of  men  honestly 
seeking  justice,  and  I  therefore  plead  with 
you  to  give  us  the  privilege  of  a  hearing 
through  your  columns,  as  we  also  solicit  the 
same  courtes}^  from  all  journals  friendly 
.to  honest  investigation.  Will  j'ou  grant  it? 
Respectfully,  X.  X.  X. 

Anaphrodisiac  Proj»erties  of  Tobacco. 
— The  anaphrodisiac  properties  of  tobacco 
have  long  been  known,  for,  according  to 
Dr.  Foussard,  in  his  very  complete  work 
upon  poisoning  b}^  this  plant,  in  old  times 
it  was  employed  for  this  effect  in  numerous 
Italian  convents.  Convincing  observations 
:are  still  few  in  number.  The  following- 
cases  collected  by  M.  Martin  Damourette 
and  cited  in  his  work,  indicate  that,  in  some 
•cases  where  the  cause  of  impotency  appears 
to  be  obscure,  this  hurtful  quality  of  to- 
bacco should  always  be  kept  in  mind  by  the 
phj^sician. 

A  young  man  who  passed  a  part  of  each 
day  in  a  company  where  he  smoked  above 
twenty  cigars  per  diem,  found,  after  a  certain 
.time  that  his  digestion  became  impaired, 
.his  strength  diminished,  his  memory  en- 
feebled, and  he  became  absolutely  impotent. 
Being  upon  the  point  of  marriage  he  con- 
sulted M.  Segalas.  The  physician,  being- 
informed  of  his  patient's  habits,  treated 
liim  simply  by  advising  a  change  of  sur- 
roundings and  cessation  of  the  use  of  to- 
bacco.    The   patient   followed    these    wise 


instructions  and  recovered  his  genital  apti- 
tudes with  his  health. 

In  another  case,  M.  Martin-Damourette 
was  consulted  by  a  young  physician  who 
was  affected  by  complete  genital  frigidity', 
for  which  the  patient  had  used  strychnia  in 
progressively  increasing-  doses.  He  had 
come  to  take  thirty-six  centigrammes  (5^ 
grs.)  per  da}'  without  obtaining-  the  slight- 
est curative  effect,  nor  experiencing  any 
strychnic  accident.  His  virile  impotency 
could  be  traced  to  none  of  its  usual  causes, 
hence,  M.  Martin-Damourette  thought  of 
tobacco  as  the  probable  origin  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  young  physician  then  said  that, 
in  fact,  he  only  smoked  cigarettes,  but  that 
he  smoked  them  almost  the  entire  day. 
Besides,  the  patient  observed  that  his  mus- 
cular force  and  his  resistance  to  fatigue 
were  sensibly  diminished.  M.  Martin- 
Damourette  thinks  that  the  incredible  tol- 
erance of  this  smoker  for  strychnia  was  due 
to  profound  paresis  of  the  motor  nerves  en- 
gendered by  a  large  and  gradually  increasing- 
use  of  tobacco.  In  fact,  the  subject  of  this 
observation,  having  renounced  the  perni- 
cious abuse  of  tobacco,  was  perfectly  cured 
of  his  genital  frigidity  without  any  neces- 
sity for  resorting-  to  any  medical,  or  even 
hygienic,  treatment  whatever. 

Finally,  the  third  case  was  that  of  a 
young  and  robust  polytechnist,  of  good 
health  and  hygiene,  who  began  as  inspector 
of  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  After  some 
time  he  experienced  considerable  enfeeble- 
ment  of  genesaic  activity,  and  at  last  became 
impotent.  The  physician  and  patient 
agreed  upon  the  probable  cause  of  the 
frigidity,  and  after  a  fruitless  trial  of  a 
number  of  tonics  and  stimulants,  the  patient 
decided  to  leave  the  manufactory  for  another 
situation,  where  he  soon  recovered  his 
aptitude  for  the  generative  act. — L' Union 
Med.  clu  Canada  from  Jour,  de  Med.  et  du 
Chir.  Prat. 

Treatment  of  Placenta  Previa. — Dr. 
Theophilus  Parvin  {American  Practitioner^ 
June  '76)  -discusses  the  different  modes  of 
treating  cases  of  this  most  unfortunate  acci- 
dent. He  says  that  the  statistics  of  the 
mortality  of  mother  and  child,  given  by 
Read  and  Simpson,  are  nearly  correct 
Read  said  that  one  in  four  and  a  half  moth- 
ers, and  a  large  majority  of  the  children, 
die  in  these  cases  ;  Simpson  said  that  nearly 
one-third  of  the  mothers ^  and  more  than 
one-half  of  the  children  die.     Depaul,  one 
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of  the  latest  and  best  authorities  upon  the 
subject,  gives  a  mortality  of  one  in  three  of 
the  mothers  ;  while  in  328  cases  of  infants 
tabulated  b}^  Hoist,  220  were  born  dead. 

Dr.  Parvin  unhesitatingl}"  condemns  Dr. 
Simpson's  operation  of  completely  detach- 
ing the  placenta,  as  a  method  which  com- 
pleteh"  ignores  the  interests  of  the  child. 
Also  the  method  of  partial  detachment  of 
the  placenta  as  advocated  b}^  Barnes,  as  it 
rests  upon  an  erroneous  theory.  "  Most 
people  will  not  think  it  very  rational  to  in- 
crease a  bleeding  surface  in  order  to  stop  a 
hemorrhage,  or  divide  the  radial  artery  be- 
cause the  ulnar  has  been  wounded  and  is 
Ibleeding." 

As  regards  the  use  of  ergot,  Dr.  Parvin 
writes  :  ' '  Onh^  when  the  os  is  well  dilated 
or  dilatable,  and  the  labor  can  be  speedil}- 
terminated,  is  ergot,  so  far  as  the  interests 
of  the  child  are  concerned,  admissable  in 
the  treatment  of  placenta  prsevia."  The 
•continuous  tetanic  contractions  of  the  uterus 
induced  b_y  ergot,  increasing  the  danger  of 
the  child  l3ecoming  asphyxiated  by  hinder- 
ing the  influx  to  the  uterus  of  fresh  maternal 
blood. 

Puncture  of  the  membranes  while  the  os 
is  still  undilated  is  as  objectionable,  so  far 
as  the  child  is  concerned,  as  ergot,  while  it 
offers  the  danger  to  the  mother,  additional, 
that  an  open,  ma}^  be  changed  into  a  con- 
cealed, hemorrhage. 

Podalic  version,  considered  the  treatment 
in  placenta  praevia  b}'  Denman  and  Gooch, 
among  the  old  writers,  and  more  recently 
Tyler  Smith  and  Bedford,  Dr.  Parvin  is  of 
the  opinion,  also  increases  the  risks  to  the 
child's  life,  and  probably  may  be  limited 
almost,  if  not  quite  altogether,  to  cases  of 
shoulder  presentation. 

The  vaginal  tampon  is  not  very  favorably 
noticed,  for  it  may  convert  an  open  into  a 
concealed  hemorrhage,  in  some  rare  cases 
external  hemorrhage  may  take  place  in  spite 
of  it,  or  the  blood  which  is  effused  after  its 
■application  may  insinuate  itself  "between 
the  placenta  and  the  uterus,  wedging  them 
apart,  so  that  not  enough  of  the  former 
organ  may  remain  in  connection  with  the 
latter  to  secure  the  purification  of  the  foetal 
blood."  The  discomfort  of  the  vaginal 
tampon  is  not  to  be  overlooked. 

Dr.  Parvin  advises  as  follows,  after  a 
full  consideration  of  all  the  methods  which 
have  been  recommended : 

"Tampon  not  the  vagina  but  the  uterus 
itself,  and  dilate  not  indirectly,  but  directly. 


by  means  of  h3'drostatic  pressure.  By 
Molesworth's  or  Barnes'  dilators,  hemorrh- 
age can  certainly  be  prevented,  and  delivery 
effected  within  a  few  hours,  thus  materially 
diminishing  the  discomforts,  anxiety,  and 
weariness  of  delay  of  the  mother,  and  the 
dangers  to  both  her  and  her  child." 

"In  a  case  of  placenta  prsevia,  where 
Dr.  Thomas  induced  labor  in  this  way,  de- 
livery was  accomplished  in  an  hour  and  a 
half." 

"In  conclusion,  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
adopt  the  teachings  of  Drs.  Greenhalgh  and 
Thomas  as  to  the  induction  of  premature 
labor  in  cases  of  placenta  prsevia,  and  to 
declare  my  faith  that  the  mortality  of  both 
mothers  and  children  will  undergo  a  marked 
diminution  when  this  is  recognized  by  the 
profession  as  the  rule  of  practice ;  and, 
finall}',  hj'drostatic  dilators  are  the  safest 
and  best  means  in  placenta  praevia,  for  the 
induction  of  premature  labor." 

Chloral  Hydrate  as  a  Local  Applica- 
tion IN  Diphtheria. — The  London  Lancet^ 
M^y  27th,  quotes  from  the  Gazzetta  Medico 
di  Boma,  an  instructive  communication  b}' 
Dr.  Cesare  Ciattaglia  upon  the  treatment  of 
diphtheria.  He  uses  the  chlorate  of  potash 
internally  and  an  application  of  chloral  to 
the  false  membrane.  To  children  of  three 
to  six  3'ears  of  age  he  administers  the  chlo- 
rate in  doses  varying  from  ten  to  fifteen 
grammes  (154  to  231  grs.)  per  da}^,  dis- 
solved in  140  grammes  (about  half  an 
ounce)  of  water  ;  while  the  hydrate  of  chlo- 
ral, in  the  proportion  of  4  grammes  (3i) 
dissolved  in  20  grammes  (3v)  of  glj^cerine, 
is  painted  over  the  diphtheritic  patches 
three  or  four  times  a  da3^  For  adults  the 
dose  of  chlorate  of  potash  is  20  grammes 
(308  grains).  From  the  moment  that  the 
chloral  and  glycerine  were  smeared  over 
the  false  membrane  or  diphtheritic  patches 
the  formation  of  the  latter  ceased,  and  the 
characteristic  fetor  was  removed  entirel}^  on 
the  first,  or  at  latest,  on  the  second  day. — 
Monthly  Abstract,  July,  '76. 

The  Origin  of  Evil. — The  New  York 
Medical  Record  says  that  much  thought  has 
been  expended  in  endeavoring  to  solve  this 
problem.  It  has  remained  for  the  natives 
of  Tierra  del  Fuego  to  inform  the  world 
upon  the  subject.  The}^  worship  devils 
who  are  supposed  to  be  the  ghosts  of 
defunct  doctors.  There  are  no  lawj^ers,  or 
editors,  evidently,  in  that  benighted  land ! 
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THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 


The  session  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  of  June  last,  was  marked  bj^ 
some  remarkable  features  which  we  can  not 
pass  b}^  without  notice. .  Some  of  our  con- 
temporaries do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
the  meeting  a  failure.  We  shall  not  place 
ourselves  in  line  with  them,  but  shall  be 
content  with  indicating  some  instances  of 
what  we  can  not  but  regard  as  mistaken 
action  and  timid  omission  to  act,  wherein  a 
more  decided  stand  might  well  have  been 
taken. 

The  President's  address,  in  which  he  ad- 
vocated a  change  in  the  code  of  ethics  in 
regard  to  secret  nostrums  and  medical  pat- 
ents, does  not  meet  with  our  approbation. 
Still  more  his  condemnation  of  the  reg- 
istration and  medical  inspection  of  pros- 
titutes, and  his  wild  and  visionary  proposal 
to  establish  quarantine  regulations  againsc 
the  introduction  of  venereal  disease,  seem 
to  us  unworthy  of  the  occasion  and  of  the 
orator. 

The  refusal  of  the  Association  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  saj-ing  which  of  our 
medical  colleges  are  properl}-  qualified  to 
issue  a  diploma  worthy  to  be  recognized  b}^ 
the  profession  abroad,  seems  a  pitiful 
shirking  of  dut}^,  which,  to    say  the  least. 


was  unworthy  of  the  recognized  representa- 
tive of  the  medical  profession  of  the  United 
States. 

But  what  we  would  call  especial  attention 
to,  is  what  seems  to  us,  a  flagrant  act  of 
injustice  in  reference  to  the  legally  qualified 
representatives  of  our  profession  from  Ar- 
kansas. We  quote  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  Association  for 
1875: 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  Arkansas  State  Medi- 
cal Society  has  been  regularl}^  organized  as; 
a  State  Societ}^,  adopted  the  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
has  been  represented  by  delegates  in  this- 
Association ;  and  as  the  charges  now 
brought  against  said  Society  relate  to  al- 
leged unfairness  and  irregularities  in  the 
transaction  of  its  business,  which  do  not 
involve  a  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  y 
therefore. 

Resolved^  That  the  delegates  of  said 
State  Medical  Society  should  be  admitted 
by  proper  registration  at  this  meeting  of 
the  Association.     Carried."  * 

At  the  last  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  the 
Judicial  Council — that  so-called  "  court  of 
last  resort" — reversed  its  action  of  the  j^ear 
previous,  and  rejected  the  delegates  from 
the  old  organization,  which  alone  had  any 
right  to  be  recognized  as  a  State  Society, 
and  received  a  delegation  of  the  ' '  New  " 
society,  composed  of  malcontents  who  had! 
"  bolted  "  the  regular  organization,  and  by 
its  own  rules  were  not  entitled  to  represent- 
ation in  the  national  association. 

In  relation  to  the  qualifications  of  mem- 
bers, we  cite  the  following  from  the  "  Plan 
of  Organization  for  a  National  Medical 
Association,"  which  is,  in  fact,  the  consti- 
tution of  that  body : 

"The  Delegates  shall  receive  their  ap- 
pointment from  permanently  organized 
State  medical  societies,  and  such  county 
and  district  medical  societies  as  are  recog- 
nized by  representation  in  their  respective 
State  societies,    and  from  the   medical  de- 


*  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Vol.  26,  1875,  page  85. 
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partments  of  the  army    and   navy   of  the 
United  States."  * 

Now,  we  are  unable  to  understand  how 
the  Judicial  Council  could  find  proper 
qualifications  in  delegates  from  an  irregu- 
larly organized  medical  clique,  or  could 
properl}'  reject  delegates  from  a  duly  organ- 
ized and  often  recognized  society.  With 
our  present  fund  of  information  it  would 
seem  that  the  Judicial  Council,  the  medical 
supreme  court,  can  not  be  trusted  to  decide 
by  the  law  or  the  evidence  ;  and  that  organ- 
ized medicine  bids  fair  to  become  a  failure 
if  to  it  is  to  be  given  the  decision  of  ques- 
tions closel}^  affecting  its  destiny. 
♦-♦-> — — 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 
—  HO  MCE  OP  A  THY—  THE  MEDI- 
CAL COLLEGES. 


We  have  received  the  following  card : 

"  Rush  Medical  College,  ) 

Chicago,  July  5,  1876.  ] 
The  following  resolution  adopted  to-day, 
by  the  faculty  of  this  college,  contains  an 
answer  to  questions  relative  to  Homoeopa- 
th}^ sent  to  this  institution  by  the  Dean  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  : 

Resolved^  That  the  time  and  attendance 
of  students  upon  lectures  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Universitj^  of  Michigan, 
up  to,  and  including  the  last  regular  session 
of  that  college,  may  be  recognized  as  part 
of  the  requisites  for  graduation  in  this  col- 
lege ;  but  such  time  and  attendance  shall 
not  hereafter  be  accepted  so  long  as  the 
teaching  of  Homoeopath}^,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shall  be  included  in  the  course  of 
study  at  that  institution. 

J.  H.  Etheridge, 
Assistant  Secretary." 

As  we  understand  the  present  position  of 
affairs,  the  above  resolution  does  not  apply 
to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  nor  does  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  its  last  session.  The  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Michigan  being  a  sep- 
arate institution,  and  no  more  a  part  of  the 
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first-named  college   than  is  the  law   school 
or  the  school  of  mines. 

We  suppose  no  exception  to  the  good 
standing  of  the  Missouri  or  St.  Louis  Med- 
ical College  would  be  taken  if  a  student 
should  choose  to  take  out  tickets  for  a  par- 
tial course  of  lectures  (e.  g.  if  he  should 
pa}'  for  all  the  tickets  with  the  exception  of 
those  of  the  professors  of  materia  medica 
and  practice)  and  at  the  same  time  attend 
the  lectures  and  graduate  from  a  Homoeo- 
pathic college.  If  a  regular  graduate  may 
' '  turn  coat "  and  adopt  some  heresy  in. 
medicine  without  injury  to  the  good  n^e 
and  fair  fame  of  his  original  alma  mater,  it 
seems  to  us  that  ' '  The  Department  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  "  and  its  professors  must  be  held 
equally  blameless. 

From   another   point  of  view,  it   would 
appear  that  the  legislators  of  the  State  of 
Michigan    ' '  had  builded  more  wisely  than 
they  knew,"  when  they  made  it  obligatory 
upon  their  Homoeopathic  students  to  attend 
the  greater  part  of  their  lectures  and  obtain 
their  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches- 
in  a  regular  school.     We  have  no  fear  that 
any  student  who  is  well-grounded  in  science 
will  suffer  by  daily  contact  with  the  embrj^o^ 
disciples  of  Hahnemann,    and   be  thereb}^ 
seduced  from  the  "regular"  path  of  virtue^ 
Rather,  is  it  not  more  probable  that   some 
of  the  brighter  and  more  intelligent  of  the 
followers  of  the  infinitessimal  delusion  may 
become  converts  to  rational  medicine  ?     At 
all  events,  it  is  certain  that  the  homoeopath 
who   graduates   from   the    "  Homoeopathic 
College  of  Michigan  "  will  have  had  ever}' 
opportunity  to  acquire  such  a  knowledge  of 
anatomy,  physiology,   surgery  and  obstet- 
rics as  will  remove  a  part  of  the  danger  to 
the  people  which  would  arise  from  the  abso- 
lute ignorance  of  these  branches,  or  close 
approach  thereto,  so  greatly  to  be  feared  in 
the  ordinary  "irregular." 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  fallacies 
and  unreason  of  exclusive  systems  in  medi- 
cine need  only  free  and  full  investigation  to 
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Ibecoiiie  apparent  to  the  dullest,  we  can  not 
but  think  that  the  people  of  Michigan  have 
been  treated  b}'  their  legislators  with  ex- 
-ceptional  wisdom  b}'  the  establishment  of 
the  Homoeopathic  College  in  the  manner 
described. 

If  there  is  any  good  in  homoeopath}^, 
(which  we  can  not,  in  the  least,  admit),  let 
it  show  itself  to  all  the  world,  as  it  now  has 
the  opportunity  of  doing,  or  forever  after 
hold  its  peace. 

The  fair   fame    of  the  professors  of  the 

-"  regular"  school  at  Ann  Arbor  is  too  well 

■e^ablished  to  suffer  from  the  mere  fact  that 

a  few  homoeopathic  students  listen  to  their 

lectures. 

♦-♦-♦ 

"Dr.  W.  B.  Hazard  has  resigned  the 
^editorship  of  the  St.  Louis  Clinicl  Record, 
and  Dr.  W.  A.  Hardawaj^  succeeds  him." — 
■Detroit  Review. 

We  understand  the  fact  somewhat  differ- 

entl}'  in  St.  Louis.     Friend  Review^  please 

transpose  the  proper  names  in  your  item. 

Dr.  Hardawaj^  has  abandoned  the  editorial 

quill  and  devotes  himself  to  the,  almost  as 

confusing,  work  of  unravelling  the  intica- 

•cies  of  dermatology  at  the  corner  of  Olive 

and  Eighth  streets,  this  oMy. 

♦-♦--♦ 


The  following  distinguished  gentlemen 
have  also  promised  articles  for  earl}^  num- 
bers of  this  journal :  Prof.  Lewis  A.  Saj're, 
of  New  York ;  Prof.  J.  T.  Hodgen,  of  St. 
Louis  ;  Dr.  David  Prince,  of  Jacksonville, 
and  Dr.  LandonB.  Edwards,  of  Richmond. 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  spare  no  pains  to 
render  the  Record  more  and  more  worthy 
of  its   large    and   rapidly   increasing   pat- 


CONTRIBUTORS. 


We  are  happy  to  inform  out  readers  that 
we  have  articles  promised  for  our  September 
number  by  Prof.  William  A.  Hammond,  of 
New  York  ;  Dr.  Wm.  Porter  and  Dr.  W.  A. 
Hardaway,  of  this  city.  The  gentlemen 
named  need  no  introduction  to  the  patrons 
of  this  journal.  Dr.  Hammond's  late  books 
upon  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Sj^stem  and 
on  Spiritualism  have  been  recently  noticed 
in  our  columns.  Dr.  Porter  has  already 
taken  high  rank  in  the  medical  world  as  a 
brilliant  and  original  writer  upon  diseases 
of  the  throat  and  chest,  while  our  readers 
€an  not  fail  to  remember  the  excellent  con- 
tributions to  the  study  of  diseases  of  the 
skin  b}'  Dr.  Hardaway  while  he  had  edito- 
rial charge  of  the  Record. 


Lectures    on   Orthopedic    Surgery   and 
Diseases  of  the  Joints.     Delivered  at 
Belle vue  Hospital  Medical  College,  dur- 
ing the  Winter  session  of  1874-75.     By 
Lewis   A.  Sayre,    M.   D.,    Professor   of 
Orthopedic  Surgeiy,   Fractures  and  Dis- 
locations, and  Clinical  Surgery,  in  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  Medical  College  ;  Surgeon 
to   Bellevue   Hospital,    etc.,  etc.     Illus- 
trated.   Pages  X — 476 ,  8  vo.    New  York : 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.     1876. 
To   every   medical   man    who,    like   the 
writer,  received  his  first  instruction  in   or- 
thopedic  surgery   from  the    author  of  this 
volume,  it  will  be  received  like  a  most  wel- 
come and  long  expected  friend.     The  stud- 
ent of  general  surgeiy   and   especially   the 
practitioner  whose  labors   are  far  removed 
from  the   possibility   of  consultation   wath 
the  specialist,  will   find  here  a  mass  of  in- 
formation which  will  be  of  inestimable  value 
to   himself    and    patient.     The    work   has 
many  faults,  but  its  virtues   far  more  than 
counterbalance  them.     We  intend  to  judge 
the  work  fairly,  although   our  personal  re- 
gard for  the  author  may  lead  us  to  treat 
his  sins  of  omission  more  gently  than  they 
deserve. 

The  book  is  divided  into  twenty-nine 
chapters,  the  first  of  which  is  introductoiy, 
and  contains  a  history  of  orthopedy,  defini- 
tions, etc.  Here  we  cannot  omit  to  criti- 
cise the  author's  marked  omission  of  the 
names  of  Bauer  and  Prince,  who  have  done 
so  much  to  instruct  Americans  in  the  theory 
and   practice   of  this  important  branch  of 
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surgery.  The  omission  is  all  the  more  to 
be  remarked,  when,  further  on  in  the  book, 
we  notice  several  important  citations  from 
Bauer,  notabl}^  in  the  differential  diagnosis 
of  several  varieties  of  joint  affections. 
Credit,  fairly  earned  by  fellow- workers  in 
the  field  of  science,  detracts  nothing  from 
the  value  of  an  author's  work ;  rather,  it 
adds  to  it,  for  no  man  can  hope  to  appro- 
priate everything  to  himself  in  any  depart- 
ment of  human  inquiry. 

Chapters  II  to  VI,  inclusive,  are  occupied 
by  a  discussion  of  the  subject  of  deformi- 
ties in  general ;  their  etiology,  prognosis, 
diagnosis  and  treatment.  In  this  section 
of  his  work,  the  author  lays  down  the  gen- 
eral principles  which  are  illustrated  and 
carried  out  in  the  succeeding  chapters. 

The  relation  of  congenital  phj^mosis  and 
adherent  prepuce  to  paresis  and  spasm  of 
voluntary  muscles,  is  discussed  at  length. 
Our  readers  are  already  aware  of  L)r. 
Sayre's  brilliant  original  observations  in 
this  relation.  This  part  of  the  book  we 
regard  of  the  ver}^  highest  importance,  and 
reason  enough  for  its  publication  if  there 
were  not  many  others. 

The  bainful  effects  of  deformities  upon 
the  mental  faculties,  are  well  delineated, 
and  an  interesting  case  of  chorea  induced 
by  this  cause,  and  its  cure  by  removal  of 
the  deformit}^,  is  appropriately  introduced. 
The  directions  given  for  the  application  of 
electricity  to  paralyzed  muscles,  will  be 
found  of  great  value  by  every  practitioner 
having  to  treat  these  troublesome  cases. 

The  five  following  chapters  are  devoted 
to  a  full  consideration  of  talipes  in  all  its 
varieties.  The  author's  views  upon  this 
subject  are  widely  known  through  his 
smaller  book  upon  Club-Foot. 

A  chapter  upon  corns,  bunions,  bow-legs, 
knocked-knee,  etc.,  precedes' what  may  be 
called  the  second  division  of  the  work — 
diseases  of  the  joints. 

Two  lectures — XIII  and  XIV — treat  of 
the  ankle-joint  and  the  treatment  of  its 
affections.     The  four  following  are  devoted 


to  diseases  of  the  knee  joint,  the  last  of 
which,  XVIII,  treats  the  much- vexed  sub- 
ject of  exsection  of  that  articulation  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner. 

Five  chapters  give  the  results  of  our 
author's  observations  and  practice  in  rela-^ 
tion  to  diseases  of  the  hip  joint.  His  ope- 
rations upon  the  coxo-femoral  articulation 
have  been  more  numerous  than  those  of  any 
surgeon  of  whose  works  we  are  cognizant. 
In  this  connection  he  gives  the  particulars 
of  fifty-nine  exsections  of  the  head  of  the  fe- 
mur. He  has,  since  writing  the  book,  added 
five  more  to  this  unexampled  list.  His  sue-- 
cess  has  certainl}^  been  without  parallel. 

Diseases  of  the  spine  and  anchylosis  of 
various  joints  take  up  the  most  of  the  re- 
maining pages  of  the  book. 

Sixteen  pages  are  devoted  to  a  revival  of 
an  old  quarrel  with  Bauer,  which  seems  to 
us  in  bad  taste,  to  say  the  least.  The 
space  might  haA'^e  been  taken  up  with  matter 
much  more  entertaining  and  instructive  to 
the  general  reader. 

We  have  but  one  more  criticism  to  offer  r 
The  cases,  which  are  of  great  value,  should 
have  been  printed  in  smaller  type,  and  the 
book  thus  made  less  bulky  and  the  different 
facts  of  more  eas}^  reference. 

The  style  is  eminently  the  author's  own  ;. 
full  of  earnestness  and  vigor  which  are  well 
calculated  to  give  confidence  in  the  princi- 
ples so  forcibly  enunciated. 

We  are  glad  the  book  has  been  written,, 
it  is  practical  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  do 
a  vast  amount  of  good,  by  inducing  others 
to  follow  in  the  path  laid  out  with  such  ex- 
plicitness  b}^  one  of  the  most  successful 
surgeons  of  the  age. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Diseases  of 

THE  Skin,  for  the  use  of  Students  and 
Practitioners.  By  Hemy  G.  Piffard,  A. 
]^I.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology,. 
Universit}^  of  the  City  of  New  York,  etc., 
etc.  With  illustrations.  London  and 
New  York  :     Macmillan  &  Co.     1876. 

Dermatology  has  long  been  the  subject  of 
attentive  stud}^  in  Europe,   and  the  scien- 
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tific  and  practical  results  reached  lia-ve  been 
of  the  most  gratifying  character.  In  this 
countr}',  from  causes  too  well  understood  to 
be  mentioned  here,  investigations  ,in  this 
direction  have,  until  the  past  few  years, 
been  but  inditferently  and  languidly  pur- 
sued ;  but  within  the  period  named  our 
facilities  for  observation  of  diseases  of  the 
skin  have  been  largel}'  multiplied,  and  the 
study  of  cutaneous  medicine  followed  with 
devotion  and  enthusiasm.  While  we  are  in 
possession  of  several  excellent  translations 
and  reprints  of  works  on  dermatology,  and 
l)oast  a  special  journal  second  to  none,  we 
have  been  almost  devoid  of  systematic 
treatises  purely  American ;  indeed,  with 
one  exception,  I  know  of  no  work  which 
€ould  be  so  designated.  It  is  therefore 
with  much  pleasure  that  we  hail  the  work  of 
so  accomplished  a  specialist  as  Dr.  Piffard, 
and  congratulate  him  and  his  publishers  on 
their  -laudable  energy  and  enterprise  in 
entering  a  field  hitherto  occupied  exclu- 
sively by  foreigners. 

The  first  chapter  is  devoted  to  the 
anatomy  of  the  skin,  and  the  beaut}^  and 
profuseness  of  the  illustration  is  fully 
maintained  by  the  lucidness  and  perspicuity 
•of  the  text.  The  author  denies  that  the 
•stratum  corneum  of  the  epidermis  is  de- 
rived from  the  stratum  Malpighii.  He 
•declares  this  to  be  an  error.  "  Cells  of  the 
•rete  always  remain  such,  and  do  not  become 
horny,  and  the  cells  of  the  horny  layer  never 
'tvere  cells  of  the  rete .  Each  layer  is  regenerat- 
-ed  independently  of  the  other. ^'^  The  reasons 
inducing  him  to  this  belief  are  briefly  as 
follows :  There  is  no  gradual  change  of 
•character  between  the  two  layers,  or  blend- 
ing of  one  with  the  other,  but  there  is 
always  an  evident  line  of  demarkation. 
His  attention  was  directed  to  this  line  of 
separation  in  some  sections  from  a  leprous 
stump,  which  had  been  stained  with  car- 
mine, and  the  excess  of  carmine  removed 
with  h^^drochloric  acid.  In  these  sections 
the  cells  of  the  rete  and  the  horny  layer 
•were  markedly   distinct,   but  between   itlie 


two  was  a  narrow  la3'er  which  did  not  retain 
the  carmine,  and  was  ver}^  transparent,  with 
the  exception  of  small  oval  collections  of 
fine  granules,  arranged  with  their  long  axes 
in  the  horizontal  plane,  like  the  neuclei  of 
cells,  the  contours  of  which,  however,  were 
not  apparent.  This  same  transparent  line 
has  been  previousl37^  noticed  b}^  Oehl,  who 
called  it  the  "  stratum  lucidum.^'  Under- 
neath this  stratum  lucidum,  there  is  another 
la^^er  of  peculiar  cells,  generall}^  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  upper  part  of  the  rete. 
This  layer  is  also  two  or  three  cells  thick, 
fusiform,  with  their  long  axes  in  the  hori- 
zontal plane,  without  prickles,  and  absorb 
carmine  more  readily  than  the  rete  cells 
beneath.  He  directs  attention  to  several 
other  differences,  chemical,  physical  and 
microscopical,  between  the  S.  Malpighii  and 
the  S.  Corneum,  which  very  decidedly 
strengthens  the  position  taken,  but  our 
space  forbids  further  detail. 

The  chapter  on  the  ' '  Physiolog}'  of  the 
skin  is  likewise  admirably  written  and 
illustrated.  The  section  on  Pathology  of 
the  Skin  contains  a  very  useful  wood  cut 
showing  the  various  elementar}^  lesions  in 
profile,  thus  impressing  upon  the  mind  in  a 
novel  manner  a  very  essential  part  of  the 
subject ;  also  a  table  showing  the  diseases 
in  which  these  generic  lesions  occur.  The 
writer  describes  an  ingenious  skin  micro- 
scope that  seems  to  be  a  vast  improvement 
on  the  ordinary  lens.  The  writer  omits  to 
present  a  synopsis  of  the  localities  occupied 
generally  by  the  various  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, and  the  ages  at  which  the}^  are  most 
liable  to  supervene.  We  regard  this  as  an 
important  practical  point,  and  of  unques- 
tioned assistance  in  diagnosis.* 

Dr.  Piffard  favors  us  with  a  new  and  ver}' 
good  classification,  as  classifications  go. 
It  is  very  evident  here,  and,  indeed,  all 
through  the  book,  that  the  author  is  a  disci- 
ple of  the  French  school  of  Dermatology, 
and  especially  of  M.  Hard3^  He  has 
adopted,  and  we  think  improved  upon,  the 
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natural  or  etiological  S3'stem  of  classifica- 
tion. He  makes  five  principal  groups : 
I  Diathetic  Affections  ;  II  General  Non- 
Diatlietic  Affections  ;  III  Reflex  affections  ; 
IV  Local  Aff'ections  ;  V  Affections  of  Un- 
certain Nature.  Classifications  are,  we 
presume,  necessar}-  evils,  and  each  of  them 
has  its  merits,  but  we  should  like  to  see 
some  such  plan  as  proposed  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
White  adopted ;  that  is,  the  establishment 
of  an  international  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject to  agree  upon  a  uniform  method  in  the 
nomenclature  and  classification  of  skin  dis- 
eases. The  onl}^  present  objection  we  have 
to  our  author's  sj^stem,  is  the  introduction 
under  his  first  group  (Diathetic  Affections)  of 
the  variet}'  termed  Rheumides,  He  uses  it 
sj^non}' mously  with  the  unintelligible  French 
^'dartre."  We  believe  that  many  will  de- 
•mur  to  the  existence  of  an}^  such  diathesis 
as  the  "  dartrous,"  or  rheumic.  We  are 
likewise  somewhat  sceptical  as  to  the  so- 
-called scrofulous  diathesis,  or  at  an}^  rate 
we  should  not  be  disposed  to  ascribe  to  its 
influence  the  production  of  so  manj^  varied 
conditions  as  does  our  author. 

The  Syphilides  are  well  but  briefly  de- 
:scribed.  The  author  strongly  advocates 
the  treatment  by  mercurj'  in  all  stages  of 
the  disease,  the  potassium  iodide  to  be  ad- 
ministered provisionall}^,  as  occasion  may 
require.  He,  takes  the  ground  that  this  lat- 
ter drug  has  no  curative  properties,  but  only 
removes  certain  S3^mptoms  ;  but  that  our 
iirst  and  only  reliance,  in  all  stages,  is  on 
mercur3\  Sulphur  in  small  doses  is  confi- 
•dently  advised  as  a  reliable  antidote  to  the 
poisonous  eff'ects   (salivation)   of  mercury. 

Eczema  is  considered  as  a  disease  of  mul- 
tiple lesions  and  of  constitutional  origin. 
While  the  majority  of  authorities  will,  with 
the  exception  of  Fox,  agree,  to  the  pol}'- 
■morphous  nature  of  eczema,  very  few  will 
:subscribe  to  the  invariably  constitutional 
nature  of  the  malady  ;  this  view,  we  think,  is 
■full}'  contradicted  by  every-da}^  experience. 

Tinea  tonsurans,  parasitic  mentagra,  T. 
•circinatus    and    eczema    marginatum    are 


christened  with  the  prefix,  Trichophytosis, 
as  T.  capitis,  T.  barbae,  T.  corporis  and  T. 
genito-cruralis.  Tinea  versicolor  is  called 
phj'tosis  versicolor. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  purpura  and  pru- 
rigo are  extremel}"  brief  and  unsatisfactory. 
Peliosis  rheumatica  receives  no  mention, 
nor  is  ergot  mentioned  in  the  treatment  of 
purpura  generally. 

This  work,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  more  than 
creditable  to  the  author ;  it  contains  an  un- 
usual amount  of  original  matter  of  both  a 
practical  and  scientific  character  rarelj' 
found  in  American  books.  The  histologi- 
cal illustrations  are  simply  superb,  and 
evince  the  writer's  skill  in  micro-photogra- 
phy. But  the  work  is  sadly  deficient  as  a 
text-book  for  the  student,  for  whom  it  was 
written  ;  it  is  altogether  too  meagre  in  de- 
tails, and  as  a  manual  for  the  beginner  it 
does  not  compare  to  Fox,  and  for  the  more 
advanced  student,  being  less  exhaustive,  it 
is  inferior  to  Neumann,  not  to  mention 
works  inaccessible  to  the  English  reader. 
The  author  Is  very  sparing  in  his  references 
to  American  contemporaries,  and  omits  to 
notice  really  valuable  additions  to  our 
knowledge  emanating  from  some  distin- 
guished home  authorities. 

Finally,  Dr.  Piff'ard  has  indulged  rather 
too  freely  in  iconoclasm,  a  ver^^  common 
fault  in  writers  on  dermatology.  Until  the 
question  of  nomenclature  and  classification 
is  more  definitely  settled,  it  is  better  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  Hillier,  who  declares  in 
his  preface,  that  he  "has  endeavored  to 
simplify  his  subject  by  not  coining  new 
words,  by  not  using  old  words  with  a  new 
meaning,  and  b}^  attaching  a  definitive  sig- 
nification to  all  words  emploj^ed." 

W.  A.  H. 

An  Introduction  to  Pathology  and  Mor- 
bid Anatomy. — By  T.  Hemy  Green,  M. 
D.,  London,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  London  ;  Phj^sicianto  and 
Lecturer  on  Morbid  Anatomy  and  Path- 
ology at  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  etc. 
Second  American,  from  the  third  enlarged 
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{iiul  revised  English  edition.  One  hun- 
dred iUustrations  ^n  wood.  Phihidel- 
phia  :  Henry  C.  Lea.  187G.  St.  Lonis  : 
Gra}',  Baker  &  Co. 

This  edition  of  Green's  Pathology  is  all 
that  could  be  desired  in  a  text-book,  and 
fdls  in  an  admirable  manner  a  want  long- 
experienced  by  teachers  and  students  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlan!ic.  Foreign  treatises 
on  this  subject  have  either  been  inaccessible 
on  account  of  their  language,  or  too  ex- 
haustive in  their  scope,  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  students  and  general  practitioners. 
This  work,  however,  is  convenient  in  size, 
clear  and  perspicuous  in  st^de,  yet  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive  in  that,  while  mooted 
questions  are  but  little  discussed,  nothing- 
essential  is  slighted.  The  wood  cuts  illus- 
trating microscopical  appearances,  are  num- 
erous and  beautifully  executed. 

W.  A.  H. 

Spiritualism  and  Allied  Causes  and  Con- 
ditions OF  Nervous  Derangement.  By 
William  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous 
S^ystem  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  the  Cit}^  of  New  York,  etc. 
Illustrated.  Pages  XH  — 366.  New 
York:  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth 
Avenue.  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker 
&  Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 

Many  jxars  ago,  when  we  read  the  re- 
markable book  of  Brierre  de  Boismont  on 
hallucinations,  we  thought  that  superstition 
and  error  could  not  receive  a  more  telling 
blow ;  but  Dr.  Hammond  brings  into  the 
same  conflict  a  more  perfect  faith  in  science 
•and  a  more  logical  method  than  character- 
ized the  work  of  the  great  French  alienist. 
Dr.  Hammond  brings  to  his  task  not  alone 
the  true  scientific  spirit,  but  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  men  and  things,  erudition  the 
most  profound,  and  research  the  most  ex- 
tensive, which  fit  him  more  fully  for  the  task 
of  exposing  the  great  delusion  of  the  age 
than  any  man  of  our  time. 

It  ma}^  be  assumed  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  w^ithout  a  close  study  of  the 
ph3\siology   and  patholog}^  of  the  nervous 


system  no  man  is  competent  to  observe  well 
and  decide  understandino-ly  those  curious 
problems  presented  by  abei-rant  nervous 
action,  such  as  are  involved  in  hysteria, 
catalepsy,  ecstas}',  stigmatization  and  som- 
nambulism—natural and  induced.  When 
ti'ickeiy  and  designed  fraud  complicate  the 
question,  then,  only  the  skilled  neuro- 
pathologist is  capable  of  judging  between 
fact  and  pseudo-fact.  Every  man  entitled 
to  affix  M.  D.  to  his  name  is  not  an  expert 
upon  such  matters  ;  but  if  Dr.  Hammond 
had  never  written  anj'thing  beside  the  vol- 
ume before  us,  he  has  here  amply  demon- 
strated his  claims  to  that  title. 

The  dedication  is  suggestive  :  "I  dedi- 
cate this  book  to  all,  few  though  they  be^ 
who  are  free  from  superstition." 

We  cite  from  the  preface,  the  concluding: 
paragraph : 

"  This  book  is  not,  therefore,  written  in 
the  interest  of  science  against  religion.  Its^ 
aim  is  altogether  different.  Indeed  there 
can  be  no  conflict  between  pure  science  and 
pure  religion  ;  for  the  one  is  truth  and  the 
other  is  faith  in  the  truth.  But  between 
science  and  the  distorted  facts,  the  misin- 
terpreted phenomena,  the  gross  and  sense- 
less delusions  with  which  individuals  have 
from  time  to  time  bedaubed  the  features  of 
natural  religion,  warfare  is  perpetual,  and 
in  that  contest  the  position  of  this  little  work 
is  not  doubtful." 

The  opening  chapter  and  the  ten  which 
follow  it  are  devoted  to  an  expose  of  the 
phenomena  of  spiritualism — so-called.  An- 
cient and  modern  history  contribute  liber- 
ally to  the  material  of  the  work ;  while 
"Katie  King,"  Mr.  Home,  and  a  multitude 
of  other  modern  deceivers  receive  full  con- 
sideration. 

Natural  and  artificial  somnambulism  are 
considered  in  the  twelfth  chapter,  and  many 
remarkable  cases  are  cited.  Hysteria,  with 
its  Protean  forms,  including  notices  of  the 
Shakers,  Joanna  Southcott,  the  Jerkers, 
and  many  other  curious  histories,  takes  up 
nearly  fifty  pages. 
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Fasting  girls  and  the  hy steroid  affec- 
tions are  Tully  noticed  in  the  next  two 
chapters.  Of  course,  these  cases  are  more 
fully  considered  in  the  author's  great  work 
upon  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  but 
a  popular  account  is  here  presented  in  most 
attractive  style. 

Chapter  XVI  contains  what  seems  to  us 
the  most  important  matter  in  the  book. 
Stigmatization  is  described,  the  pathology 
is  considered,  and  the  cases  of  St.  Francis 
d'Assissi,  Christine  Stumbele  and  Veronica 
Guiliani  are  cited  from  the  old  chroniclers, 
and  those  of  the  American  stigmatic,  Vita- 
line  Gagnon  and  the  more  recent  one  of 
Louise  Latean,  receive  a  full  and  convinc- 
ing anal3^sis.  The  last-named  "miracu- 
lous" case  has  received  so  much  attention, 
and  has  excited  so  much  discussion,  that  if 
Dr.  Hammond's  work  had  contained  noth- 
ing beside,  it  would  have  remained  a 
most  valuable  contribution  to  our  litera- 
ture. 

The  concluding  chapter  (XVII)  is  of  the 
highest  value,  and  is  calculated  to  remove 
the  germs  of  superstition  from  minds  in 
which  thej  have  not  taken  root  too  deepl}^ ; 
in  others,  where  the  mental  soil  has  been 
prepared  by  a  false  education  and  erroneous 
training,  the  weed  will  doubtless  continue 
to  flourish  in  spite  of  even  so  able  a  work 
as  that  of  Dr.  Hammond. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  advise  every  one 
who  is  disposed  to  allow  the  greatest  folly 
of  the  age  to  take  possession  of  his  reason 
to  read  the  work  and  profit  by  its  teachings. 
No  work  of  fiction  oflfers  more  attractions 
to  the  general  reader.  The  publisher  has 
presented  the  work  in  unimpeachable  style, 
and  it  will  be  an  ornament  as  well  as  a 
most  useful  addition  to  ever}^  library  which 
has  a  copy. 

W.  B.  H. 

Atlas  of  Skin  Diseases.  By  Louis  A. 
Duhring,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Skin  Dis- 
eases in  the  Hospital  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  Philadelphia  :  J. 
B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1876.    Gray,  Baker 


&  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  street,  St.  Louis, 

Price  $2  50. 

We  have  received  Part  I  of  these  beauti- 
ful plates,  and  can  truthfully  say  that  for 
beauty  of  execution  and  truthfulness  to 
nature  they  are  unexcelled.  We  have  here 
presented,  with  accompanying  explanatory 
text,  vivid  portraitures  of  eczema,  lupus 
erythematosus.  Psoriasis,  and  a  pustular 
S3^philide. 

No  especial  classification  will  be  followed 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  plates  will  be- 
issued ;  but  particular  pains  will  be  takea 
to  faithfully  represent  every  class  and  va- 
riety of  cutaneous  malady.  Plates  such  as 
these  are  indispensable  to  the  student  and 
practitioner  who  would  wish  to  acquire  a 
satisfactoiy  knowledge  of  dermatology,  and 
in  selecting  them  he  should  by  all  means 
procure  representations  of  disease  as  found? 
in  this  country.  In  this  resides  the  especial 
merit  of  Duhring's  Atlas.  W.  A,  H^ 

Specimen  Fasciculus  op  a  Catalogue  op 
THE  National  Medical  Library,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon  General 
United  States  Arm}^,  at  Washington,  D,. 
C.  Washington :  Government  Printing 
Office,  1876. 

The  medical  section  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  has  at  length  assumed  trul}^  na- 
tional importance.  It  now  contains  forty 
thousand  volumes  and  about  as  many 
pamphlets.  In  order  to  render  this  mass 
of  medical  information  available,  a  com- 
plete catalogue  of  the  subject-matter  is 
greatly  to  be  desired.  These  pages  are 
specimens  of  what  the  work  will  be  when 
completed.  The  Catalogue  will  fill  five 
volumes  of  1,000  pages  each^  and,,  of 
course,  will  cost  a  considerable  amount. 
There  is  fear  that,  on  account  of  the  pres- 
ent economical  tendenc}'  of  the  times^  diffi- 
culty will  be  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
necessary  appropriation  for  the  publication 
of  the  work.  Hence  we  urge  ni)0!i  our 
readers  to  use  their  best  influence  with  Con- 
gressmen of  their  acquaintance  to  impress 
upon  them  the  importance  of  the  worii  i\^r 
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the  benefit  of  the  whole  people,  for  every 
one,  Congressmen  incUided,  has  need  of 
the  services  of  the  phj'sician  at  some  time 
in  his  life,  and  there  can  be  no  question 
about  the  importance  of  knowledge  in  the 
ph3'sician. 

We  prefer  the  st^'le  of  printing  names  of 
authors,  etc.,  adopted  in  tlie  latter  part  of 
the  specimen  pages,  but  thinly  the  collation 
and  names  of  publishers  should  be   given. 

Dr.  John  S.  Billings  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  unexceptionable  manner  in  which 
this  important  work  has  been  conducted. 

The  following  medical  journals  and  trans- 
actions of  societies  are  wanted  immediatel}^ 
to  complete  files  in  the  library.  A  fair 
price  will  be  paid  for  them.  Address  John 
S.  Billings,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Armj-, 
Librarian,  Surgeon  General's  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

MISSOURI. 

Missouri   Medical   mid   Surgical    Journal. 

By  R.  F.  Stevens  and  others.     Monthl3\ 

St.  Louis. 

Want  nos.  3,  4,  5,  vol.  iv,  July,  August, 
September,  1848. 

St.  Joseph  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery.    By   W.   I.  Heddens    and   others. 

Bi-monthly. 

Want  nos.  1,  2,  3,  6,   vol.  i    (1858-59)  ; 
nos.  1,  3,   6,  vol.  ii ;  and  all  after  no.  3, 
vol.  iii  (January,  1861). 
St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

By  M.  L.  Linton,    W.    M.    McPheeters, 

and  V.  J.  Fourgeaud.     Monthly. 

Want  nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
12,- vol.  i  (1843)  ;  nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  vol.  ii ;  title-page  and  index, 
vol.  iv  ;  nos.  3,6,  vol.  vi ;  all  after  April, 
1849,  and  prior  to  January,  1850  ;  no.  6, 
vol.  xiv,  Nov.  1856  ;  no.  5,  vol.  xix. 
St.  Louis  Probe.     By  A.  J.  Coons  and  J. 

R.  Atkinson.     Monthly. 

Want  nos.   1,  5,  6,  9,  10,  vol.  i  (1850). 

LOUISIANA. 

Journal  de  la  Societe  Medicale  de   la  JSfou- 

velle  Orleans.     1859-61. 

Want  nos.  5,  6,  vol.  i,  Nov.,  Dec.  1859  ; 
and  all  after  no.  8,  vol.  ii,  1861. 
New  Orleans  Monthly  Med.  Register.     By 

J.  F.  Axson. 

Want  nos.  2,4,5,6,8,12,  vol.  i  (1851-52)  ; 
nos.  2,  5,  7,  8,  10,  vol.  ii ;  all  after  vol.  ii. 


Union   Medicale   de   la  Louisiane.     By  C. 
Delery  and  E.  Martin.     Monthly.     New 
Orleans. 
Want  nos.  2,4,5,  8, 10, 11,  vol.  i  (1852). 

SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

Carolina  Journal  of  Mediciyie^  Surgery  and 

Agriculture.     Charleston.    • 

Commenced  about  1825.  Want  all  or 
an}''  part. 

TENNESSEE. 

Tennessee  State  Medical  Society.,  Transao- 

tions  of. 

Want  2d,  4th,  5th,  7th,  8th,  10th,  12th, 
16th,  18th,  19th,  20th,  23d,  25th,  26th, 
28th-35th  annual  sessions  ^  from  the  37th 
(1870)  to  1876. 

IOWA. 

Western  Medico -Chirurgical   Joui'iml.     B}^ 
J.  F.  Sanford.     Monthly.     Keokuk. 
Want  no.  1,  vol.  i  (1850-51)  ;  nos.  7,  8, 

vol.  ii ;  and  all  subsequent  to  vol.  ii. 

KENTUCKY. 

Kentucky  State  Medical  Society.,    Transac- 
tions of. 
Want  2d,   3d,   4th,    1853-55;    6th-12th 

annual  meetings.     (1857-63?) 

A  Series  of  American  Clinical  Lectures. 
Edited  by  E.  C.  Seguin,  M.  D.  Vol.  II, 
No.  1,  The  Principles  of  Physiologi- 
cal Antagonism  as  Applied  to  the 
Treatment  of  the  Febrile  State  ;  by 
Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  A.,  M.  D.  No. 
2,  On  Certain  Forms  of  Morbid  Nerv- 
ous Sensibility;  b}^  J.  S.  Jewell,  M.  D. 
No.  3,  The  Treatment  of  Mild  Cases 
of  Melancholia  at  Home  ;  by  E.  C. 
Seguin,  M.  D.  No.  4,  Some  Forms  of 
Dyspepsia;  b}'  Francis  Delafield,  M.  D. 
No.  5,  Diagnosis  of  those  Diseases  of 
THE  Eye  which  can  be  seen  without 
the  Oppithalmoscope  ;  by  Heniy  D. 
Noyes,  M.  D.  New  York  :  G.  P.  Put- 
nam's Sons.  182  Fifth  Avenue.  1876. 
13  50  per  year. 

Dr.  Seguin's  most  valuable  and  attractive 
Series  of  American  Clinical  Lectures  has 
entered  well  into  its  second  year  of  publi- 
cation, and  its  success  is  well  assured.  We 
can  offer  but  a  glance  at  the  contents  of  the 
numbers  of  the  second  volume  which  have 
alread}"  appeared.  Some  idea  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  unique  series  may  be  formed 
from  our  review,   but  it   must  be  carefully 
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studied  for  one  to  appreciate  it  at  its  true 
value. 

I.  Dr.  Bartholow  gives,  in  a  small  com- 
pass, the  results  of  his  long  experience  in 
the  therapeutice  of  the  febrile  conditions 
which  continuall}^  offer  themselves  for  the 
phj^sician's  care.  His  definition  of  fever 
will  probabl}"  not  be  accepted  by  all.  He 
sa3^s :  "For  our  present  purpose,  fever 
means  increased  temperature  of  the  bod}^ 
The  rise  of  temperature  above  the  normal 
is  a  result  of  greater  jictivity  of  the  com- 
bustion process."  He  sketches  the  effects 
of  long  continued  elevation  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  above  the  normal,  and 
then  considers  the  mode  of  action  and  the 
indications  for  the  employment  of  the  dif- 
ferent antypyretics ,  which  are  defined  as 
those  agents  which  diminish  the  abnormal 
heat;  "they  are  the  opponents  or  the 
phj'siological  antagonists  of  the  febrile 
state." 

The  agents  considered  are  :  cold  water, 
quinia,  digitalis,  aconite,  veratrum  viride 
and  salic3dic  acid.  He  describes  with  the 
greatest  exactness  the  positive  indications 
for  the  emplo3'ment  of  the  agents  named, 
and  points  out  the  dangers  of  using  each 
when  it  is  contraindicated.  In  conclusion, 
he  writes  as  follows  :  ' '  Ry  a  careful  stud}^ 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  febrile  state,  and 
of  the  physiological  actions  of  the  antipjT- 
etic  medicines,  we  ma}^  successful!}'  oppose 
one  to  the  other,  and  by  setting  up  inter- 
ferences may  stop  morbid  action.  By  this 
method,  also,  we  may  arrive  at  the  same 
exactitude  in  results  as  has  been  obtained 
by  counterbalancing  the  effects  of  certain 
poisons  by  the  introduction  of  their  ph3'Si- 
ological  antagonists." 

II.  The  able  editor  of  the  Journal  of 
Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  Dr.  Jewell, 
takes  for  the  subject  of  his  lecture,  those 
forms  of  hyperaesthesia,  or,  as  he  prefers 
to  term  them,  hyperalgesia,  usually  denom- 
inated spinal  irrigation ;  so  commonly  met 
with  in  h^'sterical  women.  In  regard  to  the 
pathology  of  this  condition,  he  differs  very 


decidedly  with  Dr.  Hammond  ;  considering 
the  condition  present  to  be  that  of  imper- 
fect repair  or  innutrition  of  nervous  centers, 
rather  than  that  of  anaemia  of  the  posterior 
columns  of  the  spinal  cord.  The  condition 
spoken  of  is  characterized  by  exalted  sen- 
sibility to  painful  impressions,  to  reflex  and- 
emotional  excitants.  To  our  mind  his- 
arguments  are  not  conclusive,  especially  in 
relation  to  this  condition  when  it  is  evi- 
dently of  hereditary  origin — the  so-called 
neurotic  diathesis. 

However  we  may  differ  as  to  the  actual 
condition  of  the  nerve  centers,  we  are  in 
accord  upon  the  question  of  treatment, 
which  is  really  the  practical  point  to  be 
considered. 

The  indications  for  treatment  are  as  fol- 
lows :  "1.  Comparative  rest.  2.  An  im- 
proved nutrition.  3.  Means  to  allay  nerv- 
ous irritabilit}^" 

Upon  these  points  his  directions  are  very 
explicit,  and  should  be  studied  by  every 
practitioner.  We  heartily  commend  Dr» 
Jewell's  able  paper  to  the  study  of  not  only 
the  neuro-pathologist,  but  to  the  profession 
at  large. 

III.  Dr.  Seguin's  lecture  is  founded  upon 
four  cases  of  mild  melancholia,  such  as 
every  practitioner  has  probably  met  with. 
His  anatysis  of  the  morbid  mental  phe- 
nomena presented  by  each  is  very  instruc- 
tive. This  lecture  brings  out  in  bold  relief 
the  peculiar  cnaracteristic  of  the  entire 
series — the  practical  character  which  rend- 
ers each  number  of  such  value  to  the  prac- 
tising ph}^sician  and  to  the  student  about  to 
graduate. 

In  relation  to  the  point — so  often  of  vital 
importance  to  the  patient  and  his  family — 
whether  the  victim  of  melancholia  shall  be 
removed  to  an  asylum  or  treated  at  home^ 
our  author  directs  special  attention  to  the 
following  points  : 

"  1st.  Are  the  hallucinations,  delusions 
and  impulses  of  the  patient  vivid  and 
strong?  2d.  How  obstinate  is  his  refusal 
of  food?     3d.  How  distinct  is  the  tendency 
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to  suicide  ?"  If  these  sj'mptoms  are  strong- 
ly marked,  then  there  can  be  no  question 
about  the  urgent  necessit}^  for  removal  to 
an  institution  especially'  designed  for  the 
treatment  of  the  insane.  If  the}'  are  not 
strongl}'  marked,  it  is  proper  to  undertake 
the  treatment  at  home. 

Constant  watching  to  prevent  suicidal  or 
homicidal  attempts  ;  restorative  diet ;  re- 
moval of  all  sources  of  drain  upon  vitalit}' ; 
tonics,  hj'pophosphites  of  lime  and  soda, 
free  phosphorus,  iron,  manganese,  arsenic, 
str^'chnia  and  alcohol ;  chloral  to  induce 
sleep  (the  bromides  are  contraindicated)  ; 
opium,  cannabis  indica  and  alcohol ;  and, 
linall}^,  galvanization  of  the  spinal  cord  and 
of  the  cervical  sj^mpathetic,  are  the  thera- 
peutic means  recommended.  Of  course, 
regulated  exercise,  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  bowels  and  the  use  of  amusements  are 
called  for  in  ever}^  case. 

Analysis  of  the  remaining  numbers  of 
this  most  valuable  series  is  deferred  to  an- 
other occasion,  because  of  the  crowded 
state  of  our  columns. 

Micro-Photographs   in  Histology,  Nor- 
mal AND  Pathological.    By  Carl  Seller, 
M.  D.,   in  conjunction  with  J.   Gibbons 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  and  Joseph  G.  Richardson, 
M.  D.     Philadelphia :     J.  H.   Coates  & 
Co.,    publishers,    822    Chestnut    street. 
Published  monthly.     Vol.  I,  Nos.  1  and 
2,  April  and  May,    1876.     60  cents   per 
number,  $6  00  per  annum. 
The  editors  and  publishers  are  deserving 
of  great  credit  for  undertaking  this  import- 
ant work.     It  is  the  only  publication  of  the 
kind,  and  there  is  the  risk  incurred  of  the 
work  not  being  appreciated,  simpl}^  because 
of  the  newness  of  the  undertaking.     The 
fundamental  idea  of  the  work  is  to  furnish 
the  student  photographs  of  the   actual   ap- 
pearances  observed  under  the   microscope 
of    histological  specimens.     The   ordinaiy 
wood  cuts  do  not  represent   actual  appear- 
ances, but,  rather  the  ideal  of  the  artist  of 
what  sliould  he  seen  hy  the  microscopist. 

No.  1  (April)  contains  four  micro-photo- 
graphs :     Plate  I,  Section  of  human   skin  ; 


plate  II,  Epithelioma  of  lower  lip  ;  Plate 
III ;  Pavement  epitheleum  :  Plate  IV,  En- 
dotheleum,  from  diaphragm  of  Guina  pig. 
No.  2  (May)  contains  :  Plate  V,  Elastic 
connective  tissue  ;  Plate  VI,  Scirrhus  of 
mammaiy  gland ;  Plate  VII,  Non-elastic 
tissue ;  Plate  VIII,  Connective  tissue  cor- 
puscles. 

It  will  be  seen  that  each  number  contains 
three  specimens  of  normal  and  one  of  path- 
ological histology. 

To  the  unpracticed  ej^e  these  plates  have 
no  verj^  characteristic  appearance,  but,  in 
this,  they  resemble  the  specimens  observed 
under  the  glass. 

We  hope  that  Dr.  Seller  will  meet  with 
the  encouragement  which  his  work  deserves, 
and  that  eveiy  one  who  has  a  microscope, 
and  has  not  a  competent  teacher  will  avail 
himself  of  the  aid  of  these  valuable  plates  ; 
while  each  who  would  know  exactl}"  how 
the  normal  and  abnormal  tissues  appear, 
and  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  usual 
idealizations  of  the  engravers  will  do  well 
to  possess  himself  of  these  really  admirable 
works  of  art.  W.  B.  H. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


BOOKS  &  PAMPPILETS  RECEIVED. 


A  Text  Book  of  Human  Physiology  ; 

designed  for  the  use  of  Practitioners  and 
Students  of  Medicine.  By  Austin  Flint, 
Jr.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and 
Phj^siological  Anatom}-  in  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York  ;  Fel- 
low of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
etc. ,  etc.  Illustrated  by  three  lithographic 
plates  and  three  hundred  and  thirteen  wood 
cuts.  8vo.  pp.  XVIII-978.  New  York: 
D.  Appleton  &  Co,  St.  Louis :  Gra}', 
Baker  &  Co.     Cloth  $6  00,  leather  $7  00. 

A  Manual  of  Percussion  and  Auscul- 
tation ;  of  the  Phj'sical  Diagnosis  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  and  of  Tho- 
racic Aneurism.  B}?^  Austin  Flint,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  etc., 
etc,  12mo,  pp.  255.  Philadelphia:  H. 
C.  Lea,  1876.  St.  Louis  :  St.  Louis  Book 
&  News  Co.     Price  $1  75. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  Materia 
Medic  A  and  Therapeutics.  B3'  Roberts 
Bartholow,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the 
Theoiy  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of 
Clinical  Medicine,  and  former!}^  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  etc.,  etc.  Pages 
XI-037.  New  York  :  I).  Appleton  &  Co. 
8t.  Louis  :  Oraj,  Baker  &  Co. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of 
the  Eye.  By  Robert  Brudenell  Carter,  F. 
R.  C.  S.,  Oplithalmic  Surgeon  to  St. 
George's  Hospital ;  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
South  London  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
With  one  hundred  and  tvventj^-five  illustra- 
tions. Edited,  with  additions  and  test- 
types,  by  John  Green,  M.  D.  Pages  505. 
Philadelphia :  Henry  C.  Lea.  1876.  St. 
Louis  :     Gra}',  Baker  &  Co. 

Lectures  on  Fever.  Delivered  in  the 
Theatre  of  the  Meath  Hospital  and  Countj^of 
Dublin  Infirmary.  By  William  Stokes,  M. 
D.,  D.  C.  L.  Oxon.,  F.  R.  S.,  Regius  Pro- 
fessor of  Physic  in  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin, Physician  to  the  Queen  in  Ireland. 
Edited  %  John  William  Moore,  M.  D.,  F. 
K.  Q.  C.  P.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the 
Cork  Street  Fever  Hospital,  etc.  Pages 
XVI-264.  Philadelphia:  Henrv  C.Lea. 
1876.     St.  Louis  ;     Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 

Chirurgie  Antiseptique,  Principes 
Modes  d'application  et  Resultats  du  Panse- 
ment  de  Lister.  Par  le  Dr.  Just  Lucas- 
Championniere,  Chirurgien  des  hopitaux, 
Membre  de  la  Societe  de  Chirurgie,  Redac- 
teur  en  chef  du  Journal  de  Mkleciyte  et  de 
Chirurgie  pratiques.  Avec  figures  daus  le 
texte.  Paris.*  Libraire  J.  B.  Bailliere  et 
Fils.  Rue  Hautefeuille,  10,  pres  du  boule- 
vard Saint  Germain.     1876. 

Theory  of  Medical  Science.  The  Doc- 
trine of  an  Inherent  Power  in  Medicine  a 
Fallacy.  The  Ultimate  Special  Properties 
of  Vitality  and  the  Laws  of  Vital  Force 
Constitute  the  Fundamental  Basis  of  Medi- 
cal Philosophy  and  Science.  By  William 
R.  Dunham,  M.  D.  Pages  150.  Boston  : 
James  Campbell,  publisher.     1876. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Science  and  Prac- 
tice OF  Midwifery.  By  W.  S.  Play  fair, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Professor  of  Obstetric 
Medicine  in  King's  College  ;  Physician  for 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  to 
King's   College   Hospital,    etc.,    etc.,    ete. 


With  two  plates,  and.  one  hundred  and 
sixt3'-six  illustrations  on  wood.  8vo,  576 
pages.  Philadelphia:  H.C.Lea.  1876. 
St.  Louis  :  Gra}",  Baker  &  Co.  In  cloth 
$4  00,  sheep  |5  00. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of 
Louise  Bourgeois,  Midwife  to  Marie  de 
Medici,  the  Qtieen  of  Henry  IV  of  France. 
The  Annual  Address  of  the  Retiring  Presi- 
dent before  the  Philadelphia  County  Medi- 
cal Society.  By  William  Goodell,  A.M., 
M.  D.  Delivered  June  5,  1876.  Published 
by  order  of  the  Societj'.  8vo,  52  pages. 
Philadelphia:  Collins,  Printer.  1876. 
From  the  author. 

A  Report  on  Dermatology  read  before 
the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  at  its 
Annual  Session,  April,  1876.  B3^Lunsf3rd 
P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  M.  D.  Reprinted  from 
the  American  Practitioner  fov  Ma}',  1876. 

A  Surgical  Study  of  Gastrotomy  and 
Gastrostomy.  By  J.  H.  Poole}',  M.  D. 
Columbus :     1876. 

Statistics  of  the  Present  Epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  New  Orleans,  compiled 
and  arranged  by  S.  M.  Bemis,  M.  D.  pp. 
36.  From  "The  New  Orleans  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal^^'  July,  1876. 

Thirty-seven  Operations  of  Thoracen- 
tesis, by  Pneumatic  Aspiration.  By  Frank 
Donaldson,  M.  D.  Reprinted  from  the 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Faculty  of  Maryland,  April,   1876. 

The  United    States  Pharmacopceia. — 

New  Remedies  for  Jul}-  contains  a  paper  by 
Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  which  was  read  by  him 
before  the  American  Medical  Association 
at  its  last  annual  meeting.  We  regret  that, 
owing  to  its  length,  we  are  unable  to  print 
the  article  entire  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers.  It  is  entitled  "  Remarks  on  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,"  and  therein 
Dr.  Squibb  recommends  that  "  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  take  the  whole 
subject  of  the  National  Pharmacopoeia  into 
consideration  for  a  review  of  its  manage- 
ment." 
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After  calling  attention  to  the  present 
plan  of  revising  and  publishing  the  Phar- 
macopoBia  he  says:  ''As  it  stands  now, 
this  Association  is  very  nearly  a  duplicate 
of  the  Pharmacopoeial  Convention,  so  nearl}' 
so  that  one  or  the  other  seems  unnecessaiy." 

As  the  latter  meets  but  once  in  a  decade, 
it  seems  strange  that  he  should  suggest  that 
it  might  take  the  place  of  the  former.  He 
saj'S  further  :  -'The  onl}-  material  differ- 
ence in  the  organic  structure  of  the  two  is, 
that  within  the  past  thirty  jesivs  the  decen- 
nial Convention  has  wisel}^  availed  of  the 
profession  of  pharmac}^  as  a  special!}^  of 
medicine,  and  has  invited  delegates  from 
the  incorporated  colleges  of  pharmac}^," 
and  further  :  "It  would  be  almost  as  im- 
practicable to  manage  the  inierests  involved 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia  without  the  coopera- 
tion of  Pharmacy  as  for  Pharmac}^  to  man- 
age them  without  Medicine,  *  simply  because 
Pharmacy  has  accumulated  an  amount  of 
"knowledge  and  experience  which  Medicine 
has  long  ceased  to  work  for  and  accumulate, 
and  which  Medicine  cannot  afford  to  do 
without  or  disregard.'^ 

These  extracts  introduce  to  our  readers 
our  most  serious  objection  to  this  very  able 
discussion  of  a  perplexing  subject ;  that 
"  specialt^^  of  medicine"  called  Pharmacy 
has  the  "  knowledge  and  experience"  with- 
out which  a  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
would  prove  a  farce,  and  the » worZcers  on 
this  revision,  must  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past,  be  found  among  pharmacists  and  pro- 
fessional chemists. 

The  proper  custodian  of  this  work,  then, 
we  think,  if  au}^  change  is  to  be  made,  is 
the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
inviting,  of  course,  the  cooperation  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  The  Phar- 
macopoeia is  the  druggist's  guide,  and  the 
Dispensator}^  of  Wood  &  Bache  its  best 
expounder,  these  two  books  are  peculiarly 
his,  and  are  b}^  him  in  constant  use  for  ref- 
ence  ;  they  have  a  place  in  the  library  of 
every  well-informed,  progressive  physician, 

*  Italics  our  own. 


but  the  former  is   probabty  referred   to  the 
least  of  all  his  books. 

Respecting  the  propriety  of  changing  the 
plan  of  revision.  Dr.  Squibb  says:  "Here 
it  must  be  remembered  that  any  plan  which 
has  worked  well  for  more  than  fifty  years  is 
entitled  to  so  much  respect  that  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  grave  doubt  as  to  whether  it 
can  be  wisel}^  disturbed.  But  it  must  also 
be  remembered  that  the  working  well  of 
this,  as  of  all  plans,  has  depended  less  on 
the  plan  than  on  the  men  who  originated  it 
and  carried  it  out,  and  that  these  men,  with 
their  energetic  labor,  are  no  longer  availa- 
ble for  the  work,"  and  in  this  connection 
he  paj^s  a  just  tribute  to  "  Drs.  Wood, 
Bache,  Carson  and  Bridges,  and  Messrs. 
Proctor  and  Ta3dor,  who  have  worked  upon 
it  time  after  time,  and  some  of  them  from 
the  Ycvj  first  to  the  last  revision"  and  to 
whom  ' '  the  profession  of  this  country  owe 
a  debt  wdiich  can  never  be  discharged  and 
should  never  be  forgotten." 


-.0. 


International  Medical  Congress. — The 
International  Medical  Congress  will  be 
formally  opened  at  noon  on  Monday  the 
fourth  da}^  of  September. 

The  sessions  of  the  Congress  and  its 
Sections  will  be  held  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Locust  and  Thirty-fourth 
streets. 

The  general  meetings  will  be  held  dail}^, 
from  10  to  1  o'olock.  The  Sections  will 
meet  at  2  o'clock. 

Luncheon  for  niembers  of  the  Congress 
wall  be  served  daily  in  the  University  build- 
ing from  1  to  2  o'clock. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  September  6th,. 
Dr.  J.  J.  AVoodward,  U.  S.  A.,  will  address 
the  Cono-ress  on  the  Scientific  Work  of  the 
Surgeon  General's  Bureau. 

The  public  dinner  of  the  Congress  will 
be  given  on  Thursday  evening,  September 
7th,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  Registration  book  will  be  open  daily 
from  Thursday,  August  31st,  to  Saturday, 
September  2d,  inclusive,  from  12  to  3  p. 
m.,  in  the  Hall  of  the  College    of  Physl- 
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ciaiis,  northeast  corner  of  Thirteenth  and 
Locust  streets,  and  at  the  University  of 
Pennsj^vania  on  Monda}-^,  September  4th, 
from  9  to  12  m.,  and  daily  thereafter  from 
9  to  10  a.  m.  Credentials  must  in  every 
case  be  presented. 

Letters  addressed  to  members  of  the 
Congress,  to  the  care  of  the  College  of  Ph}'- 
sicians,  northeast  corner  Locust  and  Thir- 
teenth streets,  Philadelphia,  during  the 
week  of  meeting,  will  be  delivered  at  the 
Universit}'  of  Pennsjivania. 

The  secretaries  of  State  and  Territorial 
Medical  societies  are  requested  to  forward, 
without  delay,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitte  on  Credentials,  I.  Minis  Ha^'s,  M. 
D.,  1607  Locust  street,  Philadelphia,  lists 
of  their  dul}-  accredited  delegates  to  the 
Cono-ress. 

Delegates  and  visitors  intending  to  attend 
the  Congress  are  earnestl}^  requested,  indi- 
vidually, to  notif}'  immediatel}^  the  same 
committee. 

This  information  is  desired  to  facilitate 
registrati©n,  and  to  insure  proper  accommo- 
dation for  the  Congress. 

Members  intending  to  participate  in  the 
public  (subscription)  dinner  of  the  Con- 
gress will  please  notify  the  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Entertainment,  J.  Ewing 
Mears,  M.D. ,  1429  AValnut  st. ,  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  intending  to  make  communica- 
tions upon  scientific  subjects^  or  to  partici- 
pate in  any  of  the  debates^  will  please  notify 
the  Commission  before  the  16th  of  August. 

We  learn  that  Dr.  David  Prince,  of 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  is  at  2216  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ,  and  will  re- 
main until  September  15th,  1876. 

Ziemssen's  Cyclopedia  has  been  received 
too  late  for  a  more  extended  notice.  It  is 
a  marvel  of  excellence,  beautj'  and  cheap- 
ness. We  know  of  no  medical  work  of 
anything  near  the  value  of  this  one  which 
can  be  procured  for  so  little  money. 

The  Regents  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan have  appointed  two  new  professors  in 
the  Homoeopathic  College,  of  Surgical  and 
of  Obstetrical  Therapeutics.  These  new 
appointments  will  relieve  the  "regular" 
professors  of  the  presence  of  the  embryo 
Hahnemanns  to  some  extent. 

HuRD  &  Houghton  announce  anew  work 
on  the  anatomy  of  the  head.  The  illustra- 
tions are  from  frozen  sections,  and,  hence. 


novel  and  probably  very  true  to  nature. 
They  also  promise  the  second  volume  of 
Public  Health,  a  work  of  acknowledged 
value  to  the  sanitarian. 

Death  of  Stromeyer. — George  Fried- 
rich  Louis  Stromeyer,  to  whom  the  world  is 
indebted  for  the  introduction  of  subcutane- 
ous tenotomy,  died  at  Hanover,  of  apo- 
plex}',  on  June  15th,  aged  seventj^-six 
3'ears.  He  was  of  ancestry  celebrated  in 
medical  histor}^,  andhad  recently  celebrated 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  doctorate,  at 
which  he  received  the  homage  of  a  world 
grateful  to  one  of  its  most  illustrious  bene- 
factors. He  leaves  no  son  to  perpetuate 
his  name  in  medical  annals,  but  Esmarch, 
his  son-in-law,  would  seem  to  have  received 
the  mantle  of  the  great  master. 

Patriotic  Anatomy. — At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  saj^s  the  Canada  Lancet,  when 
patriotism  was  somewhat  more  abundant 
than  knowledge  of  anatomj',  the  question 
was  put  to  a  candidate  for  surgeon's  posi- 
tion in  a  Cincinnati  regiment :  "  What  is 
Scarpa's  triangle  ?"  To  which  he  replied  : 
"What  is  the  use  of  asking  a  man  a  foolish 
question  like  that,  when  his  country's  flag 
is  trailing  in  the  dust?" 

Causation  of  the  Maternal  Souffle  of 
Pregnancy. — Dr.  Frantz  Olenard,  in  the 
Archives  de  Tocologie,  gives  the  result  of 
some  investigations  as  to  the  behavior  of 
the  abdominal  walls  when  distended  during 
pregnancy,  and  deduces  therefrom  a  novel 
theory  as  to  the  causation  of  the  maternal 
souffle.  When  the  abdomen  is  distended 
the  expansion  takes  place  at  the  expense  of 
the  structures  composing  the  linea  alba,  the 
recti  muscles  become  separated  from  each 
other,  but  remain  at  the  same  distance  from 
the  anterior  superior  spines  of  the  ilia,  and 
are  not  increased  in  breadth.  Hence,  the 
gravid  uterus,  in  the  normal  condition, 
does  not  rest  upon  the  anterior  abdominal 
wall,  as  upon  an  inclined. plane,  but  its  fun- 
dus is' supported  by  the  recti  muscles  as  by 
a  sling  or  suspensory  bandage.  He  says 
that  the  spot  at  which  the  maternal  souffle 
is  heard  is  alwaj's  to  be  found  upon'  a 
curved  line  described  upon  the  side  of  the 
abdomen  with  the  anterior  superior  spine 
of  the  ilium  as  center,  and  a  radius  of  four 
inches.  The  souffle  is  always  found  upon, 
or  close  to,  this  line,  which  corresponds  to 
the  course  of  the  epigastric  artery  from  the 
groin  to  its  point  of  bifurcation,   where  it 
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lies  upon  the  rectus  muscle.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  mode  of  expansion  of  the 
abdomen  above  described  the  arter}'^  always 
retains  the  same  relations  with  the  ilium. 
The  crucial  test,  that  of  compressing  the 
artery-  where  it  could  be  felt  pulsating  in 
the  lower  part  of  its  course,  was  applied  b}^ 
the  author,  wlio  thus  succeeded  in  entirely 
suppressing  the  souffle.  Dr.  Glenard  claims 
originality  for  the  view  that  the  maternal 
souffle  is,  in  all  cases,  solely  due  to  the  epi- 
gastric arteries.  Its  variations  in  pitch  he 
ascribes  to  changes  in  the  pressure  of  the 
stethoscope,  or  of  the  pressure  from  within 
exerted  by  the  foetus  or  contracted  uterus. 
When  it  is  unilateral  he  finds  that  it  corres- 
ponds to  the  back  of  the  foetus,  but  in  many 
cases  he  detects  it  on  both  sides.  The  fact 
that  the  souffle  is  not  unfrequently  heard  in 
cases  of  fibroid  tumors,  the  author  consid- 
ers to  be  in  favor  of  his  views,  for  such 
tumors  have  not  generally  such  a  large  ar- 
terial supply  as  to  be  likel}^  to  furnish  a 
souffle  within  their  own  vessels.  Its  ab- 
sence in  cases  of  ovarian  disease,  ascites, 
or  flatulent  distension,  he  explains  as  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  then  no  sufficiently 
firm  substance  to  exercise  the  pressure  nec- 
essary to  call  out  the  sound.  As  a  logical 
conclusion  from  his  theory,  Dr.  G16nard 
draws  the  inference  that  the  maternal  souffle 
has  no  diagnostic  value  whatever,  since  it 
can  give  no  information  which  cannot  be 
obtained  by  palpation  of  the  abdomen. — 
Obstet.  Jour,  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
May,  '76. 


i0mt  Mtm. 


The  St.  Louis  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
has  been  incorporated. 

Only  one  case  of  variola  in  the  Small- 
Pox  Hospital. 

The  St.  Louts  College  op  Pharmacy  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  last  class 
of  graduates  numbered  fourteen.  The  ex- 
aminations are  very  strict  and  the  require- 
ments for  graduation  are  placed  high.  A 
course  in  pharmacy  is  an  excellent  prepara- 
tion for  the  study  of  medicine  and  renders 
the  physician  independent  of  the  druggist. 
There  are  signs  of  the  return  of  the  pre- 


scription case  to  the  physician's  office,  in 
cit}^  as  well  as  in  country,  which  we  are  glad 
to  see.  We  may  have  more  to  say  on  this 
subject  in  future. 

The  St.  Louis  School  op  Mid  wives,, 
now  for  the  third  year  under  the  manage- 
ment of  its  present  officers,  is  an  institution 
which  claims  the  attention  of  the  profession. 
The  school  has  been  favorably  known  to 
our  German  citizens  since  1854  as  Mrs. 
Carpentier's  School  of  Mid  wives  ;  in  1874 
it  was  taken  in  hand  by  some  of  our  most 
able  and  energetic  physicians,  remodeled 
and  enlarged. 

It  should  be  well  understood  that  the  in^ 
stitution  is  managed  in  the  interest  of  the 
medical  profession  as  well  as  of  the  humble 
child-bearing  woman. 

The  wives  of  laborers  and  mechanics, 
when  about  to  become  mothers,  are  wont  to 
trust  their  lives  in  the  hands  of  mid  wives, 
so-called,  often  unscrupulous,  uneducated 
women,  who  are  likely  to  do  harm,  and 
avoid  calling  in  the  accoucheur  if  they  pos- 
sibly can. 

The  object  of  this  school,  the  St.  Louis 
School  of  Midwives,  is  to  educate  women 
that  they  may  be  competent  to  conduct 
natural  labor  cases,  who  will  not  go  beyond 
this,  and  shcill  be  able  to  detect  anj^  devia- 
tion from  the  ordinary  course  of  labor,  any 
threatening  danger  at  an  early  period,  in 
order  that  medical  assistance  may  be  called 
in  time. 

They  are  taught  not  to  dabble  in  medi- 
cine, in  diseases  of  women  and  children,  and 
to  shun  such  practice  as  dangerous. 

The  midwife  is  to  conduct  simple  cases, 
call  the  ph3^sician  in  time  of  danger  and  be 
a  skillful  nurse  to  assist  him  in  undertaking 
more  delicate  cases.  The  line  between 
midwife,  or  monthly  nurse  and  physician. 
is  carefully  drawn,  and  hence  this  institu- 
tion should  have  the  hearty  support  of  the 
profession.  A  fair  class  is  already  promis- 
ed for  the  next  term,  opening  September 
first. 
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THE  TONSIL  AND  ITS  DISEASES. 


BY  WM.  PORTER,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS. 


The  tonsil,  from  its  position,  and  the 
changes  to  which  it  is  liable,  is  entitled  to 
attention,  fixed,  as  it  is,  at  the  gate- w a}'  of 
deglutition  and  respiration,  in  a  focus  both 
of  motion  and  sensation.  Li  itself  and  in 
its  relation  to  other  parts,  both  in  health 
and  disease,  the  stud}^  of  it  is  important. 

The  tonsil  is  a  secreting  gland,  ovoid  in 
form,  varying  in  size,  usuall}'  about  two- 
thirds  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  situate  in 
the  side  of  the  fauces  between  the  upper 
portions  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  pil- 
lars. It  is  composed  of  numerous  follicles 
which  communicate  with  several  small 
cr3"pts  or  recesses,  having  their  exit  through 
twelve  or  fifteen  ducts,  the  orifices  of  which 
ma}^  be  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  gland.  A 
lajxr  of  closed  capsules  is  found  in  the  wall  of 
the  follicles.  The  tonsil  secretes  a  clear,  te- 
nacious mucus,  which,  accumulating  in  the 
recesses,  is  forced  out  daring  deglutition, 
while  the  movements  of  the  muscles  in  close 
relation,  increase  the  suppl}"  of  blood  and 
so  stimulates  the  secretion.  This  mucus 
assists  in  lubricating  the  bolus,  facilitating 
its  descent  into  the  grasp  of  the  constrictor 
muscles.  Over  the  tonsil  is  the  mucous 
membrane  continaous  with  the  surrounding: 
parts.  Tne  formation  of  the  tonsil  renders 
it  susceptible  to  inflammation  in  its  differ- 
ent stages. 

Acute  tonsilitis,  cynancJie  tonsillaris,  or 
quins}' — the  latter  term  being  possibly 
derived  from  the  French  esquinancie — is 
caused,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  b}^  exposure 
to  damp  or  cold,  though  previous  attacks, 
or  a  depressed  state  of  health,  undoubtedly 


act  as  predisposing  causes.  It  is  not  likely 
that  this  affection  is  contagious,  and  where 
epidemics  have  been  noted,  it  is  probable 
that  the  patients  have  been  subjected  to  the 
same  determining  cause,  those  being  first 
attacked  who  were  more  predisposed  or  had 
less  power  of  resistance  than  the  others. 

Headache,  pain  in  the  limbs  and  a  general 
feeling  of  malaise,  with  increase  of  tempera- 
ture, preceeds  an  ordinary  attack  of  acute 
tonsilitis.  Locally  there  ie  dr^^ness  of  the 
fauces,  pain  increasing  on  pressure  behind 
the  angle  of  the  jaw,  swallowing  is  ren- 
dered difficult  and  there  is  a  sense  of  con- 
traction about  the  throat.  Often  the  glands; 
of  the  neck  sj^mpathize  and  become  swollen 
and  sore  and  the  parotid  glands  not  infre- 
quentl}^  are  affected  and  pour  out  large 
quantities  of  saliva,  creating,  if  mercury 
has  been  given,  a  suspicion  of  ptj^alism. 
The  patient  speaks  slowl}^  and  indistinctly 
the  breath  is  foetid  and  hearing  is  tempo- 
rarily impaired.  Where  the  deeper  struc- 
tures are  involved  the  symptoms  are  well: 
marked,  but  if  the  inflammation  is  superfi- 
cial they  are  less  distressing. 

On  examination,  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  fauces  Avill  be  seen  redder  than 
natural,  while  the  tonsils  projecting  from' 
between  the  pillars  are  much  distended  and 
more  or  less  tumid.  If  both  tonsils  are 
affected  they  may  meet  in  the  median  linec,, 
filling  up  the  isthmus  of  the  fauces  and  so> 
threaten  suffocation.  In  a  case  of  this- 
kind,  a  soldier,  unable  to  procure  immedi- 
ate assistance,  passed  a  narrow  tin  tube 
between  the  swollen  glands.  It  was  kept 
from  slipping  down  the  throat  by  a  string-,, 
one  end  of  which  he  tied  in  his  teeth., 
Tolerating  this  rude  apparatus  for  some 
hours,  he  reached  a  surgeon,  who  found  it 
firml}^  grasped  by  the  opposing  tonsils. 
Free  use  of  the  bistoury  reduced  the  inflam- 
mation, when  the  tube  was  removed  and  the 
patient  recovered.  It  is  not  usual,  how- 
ever, for  both  tonsils  to  be  acutely  inflamed 
at  the  same  time,  though,  when  one  has 
passed  the  climax  of  an  attack  the  disease- 
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ma}^  invade  the  other.  On  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  gland,  during  the  progress 
of  the  disease  little  j^ellow  spots  or  patches 
are  seen,  frequentl}^  mistaken  for  the  mem- 
brane of  diphtheria ;  these  are  from  the  in- 
creased secretion  of  the  gland,  and  are  in 
most  cases  a  faA'orable  symptom,  inasmuch 
as  the}^  show  that  the  ducts  are  pervious. 
Suppuration  is  not  likel}^  to  occur  where 
this  exudation  has  been  extensive.  The 
soft  palate  and  uvula  are  more  or  less  in- 
flamed, the  latter  being  much  relaxed  and 
swollen.  Where  the  disease  is  extensive, 
the  constitutional  sjanptoms  are  severe,  the 
temperature  reaching  101®,  or  even  103® 
F.,  the  pulse  is  exaggerated  and  the  patient 
is  restless  and  irritable.  In  cases  of  minor 
severity  the  inflammation  subsides  by  reso- 
lution, but  in  others  an  abscess  is  formed  in 
the  tonsil  which  is,  as  a  rule,  eas}^  of  detec- 
tion. In  cases  where  the  premonitory 
symptoms  have  been  severe,  where  the  swel- 
ling of  the  gland  has  been  great  and  its 
surface  dry  and  shining,  pus  is  formed 
about  the  third  da}^  When  this  occurs  the 
indication  is  .plain. 

The  prognosis  of  acute  tonsilitis  is  favor- 
able. Few  cases  have  terminated  fatally, 
and  in  these  the  cause  of  death  in  nearly 
all  was  obstruction  to  respiration,  either 
from  the  swollen  glands  or  from  the  sudden 
rupture  of  the  abscess,  the  contents  of 
which  filled  the  bronchi.  Watson  relates 
an  interesting  case  in  which  the  latter 
caused  death.  One  attack  is  liable  to  be 
followed  by  others,  even  after  long  intervals. 

Vigorous  treatment  in  the  early  stage  is 
advisable,  that  the  progress  of  the  inflam- 
mation may  be  restricted.  Free  catharsis 
should  be  induced  at  once.  A  half  drachm 
each  of  sulphur  and  bitartrate  of  potassa 
given  in  a  little  sj-rup  every  second 
hour  will  meet  the  indication.  Following 
this  the  patient  must  have  nutritious  diet, 
with  iron,  or  iron  and  quinine  in  combina- 
tion. This  should  be  continued  for  some 
time  after  the  local  trouble  has  been  re- 
lieved.    Local  treatment,  if,  as  is  not  alwaj^s 


the  case,  it  is  resorted  to  before  the  disease 
has  become  too  far  advanced,  may  prevent 
the  forming  of  an  abscess.  After  the  ton- 
sil is  freed  from  the  secretions  which  may 
have  accumulated  on  its  surface,  a  strong 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  at  least  ninet}" 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  should  be 
pressed,  not  spra3^ed,  against  it  by  means 
of  a  probe  covered  with  cotton  wool. 
When  carefully  done,  even  the  immediate 
effect  is  grateful  to  the  patient,  but  the  so- 
lution must  touch  only  those  parts  for  which 
it  is  intended.  Guiacum  applied  to  the 
inflamed  parts  will  cut  short  the  disease  in 
many  cases,  but  after  the  tendency  to  sup- 
purate is  formed  it  is  useless.  It  may  be 
given  to  advantage  in  the  beginning  of  an 
attack,  in  a  lozenge,  which  should  be  allowed 
to  dissolve  slowly  in  the  fauces.  When  pus 
is  suspected  the  best  and  onl}^  effectual 
treatment  is  a  free  use  of  the  bistomy.  .  If 
there  is  little  or  no  pus  the  incision,  by 
removing  the  tension,  will  afford  relief ;  if 
there  is  an  abscess,  the  sooner  it  is  evacu- 
ated the  better.  A  straight,  sharp-pointed 
knife  should  be  directed  backward  with  the 
cutting  edge  toward  the  median  line.  The 
incision  should  be  at  least  one-third  of  an 
inch  deep  and  may  be  enlarged  as  the  knife 
is  withdrawn.  After  the  pus  is  withdrawn 
convalescence  takes  place  rapidl}^ 

Herpetic  tonsilitis  is  sometimes  found 
where  there  is  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  or  ma- 
larial fevers,  or  it  ma}^  exist  alone.  The 
glands  will  be  seen,  dotted  over  with  little 
vesicles  which  soon  rupture,  leaving  an  ex- 
coriated surface.  Exudation  follows,  form- 
ing irregular  patches  resembling  closeh' 
diphtheritic  membrane.  Indeed  it  is  often 
extremely  difficult  to  diagnose  this  from  an 
insidious  attack  of  diphtheria.  The  con- 
stitutional symptoms  and  speed}^  convales- 
cence in  many  cases  can  determine  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease.  The  inflammation 
is,  as  a  rule,  confined  to  one  side,  but  the 
adjoining  parts  of  the  phar^^nx  and  soft 
parts  may  become  involved.  The  treatment 
of  herpetic  tonsilitis  should  be  mild  aperi- 
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ents  and  an  astringent  gargle.  Heroic 
measures  are  not  called  for. 

Acute  ulceration  of  the  tonsil,  tonsilitis 
maligna^  is  comparatively  rare,  but  unman- 
ageable and  rapid.  The  premonitory  symp- 
toms are  severe,  the  patient  has  frequent 
rigors,  a  high  temperature  and  great  pain 
about  the  throat.  Often  the  disease  accom- 
pajiies  a  severe  form  of  scarlet  fever.  The 
tonsils  are  of  a  dark  red  color  when  first 
seen  and  much  distended,  while  there  may 
be  oedema  of  the  palate  and  uvula.  Soon  a 
slough  forms  and  a  most  oflTensive  odor 
comes  from  the  parts.  Sometimes  the  ton- 
sil, uvula,  and  free  edge  of  the  soft  palate 
ulcerate  and  are  destroj^ed.  Death  may 
take  place  from  the  absorbtion  of  the  pois- 
onous emanations  from  the  sloughing  sur- 
faces. 

Supporting  and  stimulating  treatment 
must  be  given,  and  iron,  the  tincture  of  the 
muriate  being  the  best.  A  solution  of  the 
chloride  of  lime  applied  locally  and  freely 
will  modify  the  fetor  of  the  discharge. 
Frequent  inhalations  of  -the  vapor  from 
quick-lime  in  water  are  highly  beneficial. 
The  vitalitj^  of  the  parts  is  so  low  that 
nitrate  of  silver  must  not  be  used,  unless  in 
weak  solution.  If  the  patient  lives,  the 
slough  separates  from  the  tissues  beneath, 
leaving  an  ulcer  which  heals  b}^  granulation. 

Hypertropliy  of  the  tonsils  is  most  com- 
mon in  children  and  young  persons.  The 
causes  which  produce  the  condition  are  not 
well  defined.  As  it  is  found  in  very  young 
children,  in  whom  there  has  been  no  recog- 
nized determining  cause,  but  whose  parents 
have  given  evidence  of  a  constitutional 
taint,  we  may  conclude  that  a  tendency  to 
the  development  of  enlarged  tonsils  ma}^  be 
inherited.  A  strumous  or  lymphatic  diath- 
esis favors  it^  and  some  of  the  worst  cases 
are  the  children  of  phthisical  parents.  Poor 
food,  insuflficient  clothing,  and  unheal th- 
ful  surroundings  do  much  to  strengthen  a 
tendency  already  formed,  for  like  most 
glandular  diseases,  h3'pertrophy  of  the  ton- 
>sils  is  but  a  local  manifestation  of  a  consti- 


tutional derangement.  It  has  been  many 
times  remarked  in  children,  who,  being 
weaned  when  young,  have  been  brought  up 
by  hand-feeding.  One  or  both  tonsils  may 
be  enlarged,  usually  both,  but  not  to  the 
same  extent.  The  surface  of  the  gland  is 
irregular  and  small  points  of  sebaceous 
matter  may  be  seen  showing  the  orifices  of 
the  gland-ducts. 

When  any  considerable  size  is  attained, 
it  is  productive  of  positive  harm.  Respira- 
tion is  interfered  with,  the  patient  snores 
during  sleep  and  sometimes  is  wakened  by 
a  sense  of  suffocation.  Restriction  of  the 
free  access  of  air  to  the  lungs  of  a  young 
child  cannot  but  result  disastrously.  De- 
glutition is  impeded  and  the  power  of  rapid, 
distinct  articulation  impaired.  The  en- 
croachment upon  the  surrounding  parts 
induces  irritation,  abnormal  secretion,  and 
sometimes  thickening  of  the  mucous-mem- 
brane. If  this  reaches  and  involves  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  Eustachian  tubes, 
or  if  the  palate  be  pressed  against  the  ori- 
fice of  the  tubes  by  the  tonsil,  more  or  less 
deafness  results. 

The  pathological  changes  in  hypertrophy 
of  the  tonsils  are  as  follows  :  The  orifices 
of  the  small  gland  ducts  become  obstructed 
and  the  secretion  and  epithelial  debris  is 
retained,  the  ducts  are  thus  distended,  irri- 
tation is  produced  and  then  chronic  inflam- 
mation resulting  in  permanent  enlargement. 
A  section  through  a  tonsil  so  enlarged  will 
show  numerous  small  cavities  from  which 
the  secretion  may  have  escaped,  surrounded 
by  firm  elastic  fibrous  tissue.  The  plastic 
matter  of  the  blood  deposited  during  in- 
flammation seems,  in  contracting,  to  de- 
stroy the  small  blood-vessels  and  nerve 
branches  so  that  usually  but  little  hemor- 
rhage or  pain  is  caused  when  the  gland  is 
excised,  except  what  comes  from  the  mu- 
cous-membrane surrounding  it. 

In  the  treatment  of  hj^pertrophy  of  the 
tonsils,  if  there  is  a  constitutional  fault, 
much  good  will  be  accomplished  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  tonic   and  alterative   reme- 
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dies.  These  are  so  constantl}^  referred  to 
in  the  books,  that  a  further  mention  would 
be  tedious.  Locall}",  repeated  pressure  be- 
tween a  finger  placed  upon  the  tonsil  and 
one  at  a  corresponding  point  externall}'^ 
ma}"  empt}"  the  ducts,  and  produce  absorb- 
tion.  If,  however,  the  tonsil  is  hard  and 
increasing  in  size,  if  it  has  attained  au}^ 
considerable  enlargement  and  is  subject  to 
repeated  attacks  of  inflammation,  if  it  pro- 
duces marked  irritation  in  the  surrounding 
parts  or  hinders  deglutition  or  articulation, 
it  is  good  treatment  to  remove  it. 

This  ma}^  be  done  by  means  of  a  ligature, 
b}^  the  application  of  astringents  and  caus- 
tics, by  electrolysis,  or  it  may  be  excised  by 
thegalvano-cauter}',  tonsiltome  or  bistomy. 
The  first  method,  despite  the  mention  of  it 
by  old  and  reliable  writers,  is  difficult  and 
dangerous  and  cannot  but  be  condemned. 
The  second  is  often  successful.  Of  the 
different  applications  recommended,  no 
other  is  so  efficacious  as  chromic  acid.  It 
should  be  used  in  crystal  and  can  be  placed 
on  the  tonsil  by  a  glass  rod.  If  possible, 
it  should  be  pressed  into  any  of  the  open- 
ings which  are  patent,  or  a  follicle  may  be 
opened  with  the  point  of  a  knife  and  the 
acid  inserted.  There  is  seldom  any  pain 
resulting  from  this  procedure,  and  if  the 
tissue  is  not  too  hard  the  mass  is  rapidlj^ 
destroj^ed.  London  and  Vienna  paste  are 
highly  recommended,  but  the}'-  give  more 
pain  and  do  not  produce  more  pleasing  re- 
sults than  the  clu'omic  acid.  Electrol3"sis 
can  hardty  be  advised ,  though  in  some  cases 
it  has  been  emploj^ed  to  advantage. 

The  ultimate  treatment  for  an  enlarged 
tonsil  is  excision.  This  may  be  accomp- 
lished by  either  the  ecraseur  or  the  galvano- 
cautery,  where  hemorrhage  is  feared,  but 
the  former  is  barbarous  and  the  other 
scarcely  ever  necessarj^  The  tonsilitome 
affords  a  ready  and  safe  means  of  removing 
the  tonsil,  especially  in  children,  3"et  this 
tools  objectionable.  The  best  forms  are 
expensive,  cannot  alwa3^s  be  accuratelj^ 
applied,  and  are  liable  to  get  out  of  order. 


The  simplest  and  best  instrument  is  a  probe-- 
pointed  bistoury  with  a  short  curved  blade 
and  a  long  handle.  If  the  tonsil  is  very 
large  and  apparently  vascular  it  is  good 
treatment  to  apply  chromic  acid  freely  to 
the  surface  several  times  at  intervals  of  six 
or  eight  days,  which  by  destroying  the 
nerves  and  blood-vessels  within  its  reach, 
reduces  the  amount  of  pain  and  hemorrhage 
attending  the  operation.  .  The  tonsil  ma}^ 
then  be  drawn  away  from  the  pharyngeal 
wall  b}^  a  volsella  and  quickl}^  removed  bj" 
cutting  with  the  bistoury  from  above  down- 
wards. It  is  seldom  necessary  to  excise- 
the  whole  gland,  but  only  to  remove  the 
prominent  part.  The  follicles  being  thus 
cut  through,  there  is  no  danger  of  retention 
of  the  secretions,  while  the  cicatrice  which 
soon  forms,  b}^  contracting,  further  reduces 
the  size  of  the  gland.  There  is  little  dan- 
ger from  hemorrhage  after  excision  of  the 
tonsil.  The  carotid  artery  is  at  too  great 
a  distance  likel}"  to  be  interfered  with,  es- 
peciall}"  if  the  tonsil  is  drawn  in  an  opposite 
direction.  Sometimes  the  tongue  or  lips 
are  cut,  but  this  can  onl}^  occur  with  a  care- 
less operator.  If  the  bleeding  from  the  cut 
surface  is  not  soon  checked,  a  little  ice 
water  or  tannic  acid  in  water  will  control 
it,  or  it  may  be  necessary  to  applj^  a  solu- 
tion of  perchloride  or  sub-sulphate  of  iron.. 
Very  little  soreness  follows,  and  it  is  not 
long  continued. 

Calcareous  concretions  are  formed  in  the 
tonsil  of  various  sizes.  The}'  originate  in 
degenerate  gland-tissue  and  are  mostly 
composed  of  the  phosphate  and  carbonate 
of  lime.  Small  pellets  are  often  expector- 
ated during  an  attack  of  coughing,  exciting 
in  the  mind  of  the  patient  the  suspicion 
that  the}^  are  masses  of  pulmonary  tubercle. 
Sometimes  they  project  from  alid  cover  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  tonsil,  causing 
irritation  and  coughing.  In  a  recent  case 
the  tonsil,  the  sides  of  the  pharj^nx  and  the 
upper  surface  of  the  epiglottis  were  com- 
pletely inlaid  with  small  masses  of  calcare- 
ous matter,  which,  being  parti}'  imbedded 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


125 


in  the  follicles,  Avere  not  removed  without 
difficulty.  In  most  cases  a  pair  of  forceps, 
aided  by  a  touch  of  the  knife,  is  all  that  is 
necessary  for  their  removal.  An  offensive 
odor  is  produced  by  these  concretions  soft- 
ening and  mixing  with  the  secretions  from 
the  tonsil  and  phar^-nx. 

Cystic  tumors  occur  in  the  tonsil,  but 
.rarely  attain  any  size.  The}^  are  due  to 
retained  secretion  from  closure  of  gland 
ducts,  or  the}^  ma}"  be  merel}"  hj'pertrophied 
capsules  from  the  wall  of  the  follicle.  They 
may  be  treated  b}'  incision  followed  by  in- 
jection of  the  per  chloride  of  iron,  or,  what 
is  better,  part  of  the  tonsil  containing  a 
segment  ol  the  cyst  wall  may  be  excised. 

The  invasion  of  the  tonsil  by  carcenoma 
is  infrequent,  and  w^hen  it  is  met  with  the 
ivhole  gland  must  be  quickl}^  removed.  On 
-account  of  its  formation,  the  tonsil  will  be 
readil}"  infiltrated  h\  the  malignant  growth 
and  the  surrounding  parts  implicated. 

500  North  Fourteenth  street. 


» ♦ » 


''NATURAL    CATELEPSY"   ALIAS 
EPILEPSY. 


BY  WM.  B.   HAZARD,   M.  D.,    (bELLEVUE.) 

Physician  to  St.  Boniface  Hospital,  Department  of  Nerv- 
ous Diseases. 


Among  the  more  obscure  affections  of  the 
nervous  system,  catalepsy  is  one  of  the  least 
understood.  The  descriptions  of.  writers 
have,  seeminglj",  done  little  except  to  ren- 
der the  subject  less  clear.  A  great  deal  of 
this  confusion  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that 
several  distinct  affections  have  been  grouped 
together  without  sufficient  attention  to  dif- 
ferentiating them  one  from  another.  Per- 
haps when  the  different  cases  shall  have  been 
thoroughl}"  anatyzed  the  conclusion  may  be 
arrived  at  that  there  is  no  such  affection  as 
^ '  natural  catalepsy  "  entitled  to  a  nosologi- 
cal position ;  that  all  the  instances  of  its 
supposed  occurrence  may  be  shown  to  have 
been  merely  epilepsy  or  hysteria  in  one  of 
its  Protean  forms. 


My  attention  has  been  drawn  anew  to  a 
study  of  the  subject  by  the  appearance  of  a 
paper  entitled  "Case  of  Natural  Catalep- 
s}'?"  by  Thomas  H.  Streets,  M.  D.,  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N.,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Jour,  of  Med.  Sciences^  for  July,  1876. 

Dr.  Streets'  case  was  that  of  a  sailor, 
aged  forty-two  years,  of  previous  good 
health.  The  attacks,  to  be  described,  fol- 
lowed a  boiler  explosion,  b}^  which  he  was 
projected,  with  great  force,  into  the  water, 
but  from  which  he  received  no  contusion  or 
other  appreciable  injury.  There  was  no 
history  of  an}^  nervous  trouble  in  his  family. 

' '  The  first  attack  occurred  while  he  was 
away  from  the  ship,  and  while  he  was  on 
dut}^  in  a  small  boat  taking  soundings. 
The  account  of  the  attack  came  to  me  from 
the  officer  who  was  with  him  at  the  time. 
It  was  the  patient's  duty  to  heave  the  lead. 
The  officer  noticed  that  he  was  neglecting 
his  business,  and  spoke  to  him  in  conse- 
quence, but  received  no  response  ;  nor  did 
he  seem  to  pay  any  attention  to  what  was 
said  to  him.  He  was  in  the  attitude  which 
he  had  assumed  in  the  act  of  heaving  the 
lead,  the  left  foot  planted  in  advance  ;  the 
body  leaning  slightly  forward ;  the  right 
arm  extended,  and  the  line  held  in  the  left 
hand.  The  fingers  were  partially  flexed, 
and  the  sounding  line  was  paying  out 
through  them  in  this  half-closed  condition. 
The  eyes  were  not  set  and  staring,  as  is  the 
case  in  epilepsy ;  but  they  were  moving 
about  in  a  kind  of  wandering  gaze,  as  in 
one  lost  in  thought,  with  the  mind  away  off. 
So  much  like  his  natural  self  did  he  appear, 
that  his  officer  again  spoke  to  him,  and  this 
time  rather  harshl}^,  under  the  impression 
that  he  was  disregarding  his  orders  inten- 
tionally. He  remained  standing  in  this 
posture  for  two  or  three  minutes,  and  main- 
tained his  equilibrium,  and  the  boat  was  in 
no  wise  perfectly  steady  at  the  time.  The 
whole  duration  of  the  trance  was  about  five 
minutes." 

Some  of  the  attacks  were  preceded  by 
a  sense  of  suffocation.     None  of  them  ex- 
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ceeded  the  first  in  duration.  The}"  were 
followed,  after  several  months,  hy  well- 
marked  attacks  of  convulsive  epileps3\ 

Now,  I  can  see  no  difference  between  the 
attack  detailed  above  as  one  of  "natural 
cataleps}' "  and  those  described  in  all  mod- 
ern works  on  epilepsy  as  petit  mal. 

There  is  complete  unconsciousness,  in  the 
one  as  well  as  in  the  other.  The  only  fea- 
ture which  has  the  slightest  resemblance  to 
tataleps}',  as  described  by  Chambers,  Ham- 
jnond  and  others,  is  retention  of  the  one 
position.  No  test  was  made,  apparentlj^, 
as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
inelastic,  waxen  sort  of  rigidit}^,  limb  being 
placed  in  an  unnatural  position  finall}^ 
yielding  to  gravity,  and  assuming  a  normal 
attitude,  so  characteristic  of  cataleps}^,  as 
described  b}"  authors. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  description  is  per- 
fectty  applicable  to  cases  of  the  non-convul- 
sive form  of  epileps}^  In  fine,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reason  for  classing  the  case  I  have 
been  considering  under  au}^  other  name  than 
epilepsy. 

Several  months  ago,  a  case,  in  consulta- 
tion with  m}^  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  J.  K. 
Baudu}^,  came  under  my  observation,  which 
was  similar,  in  everj^  feature,  to  that  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Streets.  It  was,  likewise, 
termed  by  the  attending  phj^sician,  catalep- 
sy. The  case  was  that  of  a  boy,  aged 
fourteen  j^ears,  who  was  subject  to  attacks 
of  unconsciousness  lasting  from  two  to  five 
m.inutes,  during  which  he  preserved  the  at- 
titude in.  which  he  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  seizure.  Dr.  Baudu}^  and  myself 
had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  case 
one  of  epileptic  vertigo.  The  coarse  fea- 
tures, stolid  aspect,  vicious  disposition 
(which  was  gradually  becoming  worse), 
and  progressive  loss  of  memor}^,  left  no 
possibility  of  doubt  about  the  correctness 
of  the  diagnosis. 

My  space  is  too  limited,  or  I  would  ex- 
amine some  cases  reported  by  Drs.  Ham- 
mond and  Chambers,  Avith  the  view  of 
demonstrating  their  true  epileptic  character. 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  affirm  m}^  convic- 
tion that,  althougli  there  can  be  no  question 
of  the  propriet}^  of  retaining  the  term  cata- 
leptic^ as  applied  to  certain  sjmiptoms  com- 
mon to  several  different  affections,  that 
cataleps}^,  as  a  disease,  per  se,  has  no  ex- 
istence. 

3117  Clark  Avenue. 


Wxmtdmp  0f  ^mxtWn. 


TflE   INTERNATIONAL    MEDICAL 

CONGRESS. 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Congress,  and  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Steele,  del- 
egate from  the  Missouri  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, we  are  enabled  to  lay  before  our 
readers  a  very  full  report  of  the  transactions 
of  the  most  important  medical  bod}"  ever  as^ 
sembled  in  America.  :  We  shall  make  free 
use  of  the  files  of  the  PJiilaclelphia  Inquirer y 
Press,  Telegraph  and  Bulletin,  and  of  the 
circular  of  outlines  of  papers  to  be  read 
before  the  Congress,  issued  b}"  authoritj-  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

The  International  Medical  Congress  as- 
sembled at  noon,  Sept.  4,  in  the  chapel  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  West  Phil- 
adelphia, the  hall  being  completelj^  filled 
with  delegates. 

The  congress  was  called  to  order  by  Dr. 

S.   D.   Gross,    who,    after  a  prajxr  by  the 

Right  Rev.  Bishop  Stevens,   delivered  the' 

address  of  welcome.     He  said  : — 

My  colleagues  have  confided  to  me,  as  the 
president  of  the  Centennial  Medical  Com- 
mission, the  agreeable  and  honorable  duty 
of  opening  this  International  Medical  Con- 
gress, so  long  the  object  of  their  solicitude 
and  earnest  labor.  In  their  name  then,  as 
well  as  m}"  own  and  that  of  the  entire  med- 
ical profession,  whose  great  heart  this  daj- 
throbs  in  unison  with  ours,  I  extend  to  you 
our  right  hand,  and  bid  you  a  thrice  cordial 
welcome  to  the  Cit,y  of  Brotherly  Love. 
The  occasion  which  has  brought  us  together 
this  morning  is  one  of  no  ordinar}'  kind  ;  it 
is  one  also  which  has  been  long  and,  I  may 
say,  anxiously  anticipated.     It  might,  per- 
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haps,  seem  ungracious  if  I  were  to  tell  3^ou 
how  much  time  and  labor  have  been  be- 
stowed hj  the  Commission  through  its  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  congress  ;  how  often  they  have 
met  to  devise  plans  and  to  interchange 
views  ;  how  earnestl}^  and  thoroughly  the}^ 
perfoTmed  their  work ;  in  a  word,  how 
faithfull}^  and  conscientiously  the}^  dis- 
charged the  great  trust  confided  to  them  by 
the  different  medical  bodies  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  the  Con- 
gress originated  nearlj^  two  j^ears  .ago.  Not 
a  little  embarrassment  often  attended  their 
progress,  and  it  was,  therefore,  not  without 
a  profound  sense  of  relief,  such  as  a  wearj^ 
traveler  maj^  be  supposed  to  experience  at 
the  end  of  a  long  and  tedious  journe}^, 
when  we  found  that  our  task  was  finall}^ 
brought  to  a  successful  close.  If  the  or- 
ganization is  less  complete  than  to  some  of 
3^ou  it  may  seem  to  be,  no  blame  will,'  I  am 
sure,  be  ascribed  to  the  commission  on  ac- 
count of  an}'  shortcomings.  There  might, 
possibl}',  have  been  wiser  and  more  experi- 
enced heads  at  work;  but  warmer  hearts, 
or  more  conscientious  men  ncA^er  were,  I 
venture  to  affirm,  engaged  in  a  noble  enter- 
prise. Such,  then,  as  the  work  is,  we  cor- 
diall}'  submit  it  to  3'our  consideration,  sat- 
isfied that  it  will  be  accepted  hy  you  in  the 
same  kindly  spirit  in  which  it  is  tendered, 
and  that  any  deficiencies  that  ma}'  mar  its 
character  will  be  duly  rectified  b}'  3'our  su- 
perior wisdom. 

It  is  at  all  times  a  source  of  gratification 
to  welcome  friends,  especiall}'  when  the3' 
are  united  b3'  the  bonds  of  a  common 
brotherhood,  or  an  identity  of  interest ;  but 
on  this  occasion,  so  pregnant  with  import- 
ant events,  the  feeling  is  vastl3^  heightened 
b}^  the  fact  that  we  have  assembled  around 
us  brethren  not  onl3'  from  every  section  of 
this  great  continent,  but  from  various  for- 
eign climes,  from  Europe,  the  far  East, 
from  Japan  and  China,  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  South  America,  Mexico,  the  West 
Indies,  and,  I  had  almost  said,  from  every 
country  in  the  world.  The  invitations  sent 
out  b3'  the  commission  cover  every  promi- 
nent medical  societ3'  and  ever3^  distinguished 
medical  man  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe.  The  object  was  to  bring  together 
representative  men  from  all  nationalities  to 
participate  in  our  proceedings,  and  to  afibrd 
us  the  benefits  of  their  wisdom,  and  the 
results  of  their  experience  and  scientific 
investigations. 


If  all  these,  or  even  a  respectable  minor- 
it3'  of  these  representative  men  could  have 
been  here,  what  a  glorious  spectacle  would 
be  presented  in  this  hall  this  morning ! 
Men  laying  aside  for  awhile  their  ordinar3^ 
pursuits,  crossing  vast  continents  and  peril- 
ous seas,  congregating  to  unite  with  us  in 
celebrating  our  first  Medical  Centennial,  in 
interchanging  cordial  salutations,  in  delib- 
erating upon  the  best  means  of  promoting 
the  holiest  and  dearest  interests  of  our  pro- 
fession, and  in  la3dng  their  contributions — 
the  accumulations  of  3'ears  of  stud}'  and 
observation — upon  a  common  altar  for  the 
common  good.  In  its  wide  range  the  pres- 
ent congress  is  without  a  parallel.  Similar 
bodies  have  repeatedl3^  met,  but  none  on  so- 
grand  a  scale  or  with  such  a  cosmopolitan 
outlook.  ****** 

It  will  be  recollected  that  attempts  have 
been  made  in  difiTerent  quarters  and  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  establish  a  uniformit3^  of 
scientific  nomenclature,  weights,  measures- 
and  records  of  diseases  for  the  medical 
profession  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  plan,  if  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  ad- 
vance, in  an  eminent  degree,  the  interest  of 
medical  science  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  it  is  proposed  to  discuss  the  subject 
full3-  in  one  of  the  sections.     *      *      *      * 

Among  the  many  objects  of  an  interna- 
tional congress  not  the  least  is  an  inter- 
change of  kindl3'  feelings  on  the  part  of  its 
members,  the  formation  of  new  friendships 
and  the  cementing  of  old  ties.  It  is  well 
that  men  of  difl'erent  nationalities  should 
occasionall3'  come  together,  to  look  at  one 
another  and  see  how  the3'  stand  in  public 
estimation,  as  well  as  in  their  own ;  what 
the  world  thinks  of  them  and  what  they 
think  of  the  world  ;  what  they  have  done 
to  farther  the  interests  of  scientific  pro- 
gress, to  lighten  the  burdens  of  human 
suflering  and  to  extend  the  boundaries  of 
human  happiness.  All  these,  and  many 
other  things  which  need  not  to  be  here 
specified,  are  objects  well  calculated  to  en- 
gage attention  on  such  an  occasion. 

It  need  hardl3'  be  added  that  the  medical 
profession  and  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
will  do  all  the3^  can  to  make  your  time  pass 
pleasantl3',  as  well  as  profitabl}',  during 
3'our  sojourn  among  us.  Cards  of  invita- 
tion will  be  issued  to  3'ou  to  inspect  the 
various  institutions  of  interest  in  and 
around  the  cit3' ;  and,  after  the  work  of  the 
congress  is  over,  the  International  Exposi- 
tion will  no  doubt  claim,    as  it  assuredljr 
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deserves,  the  earnest  iiUention  of  every 
member  of  this  body.  And  now  that  the 
labor  of  the  Centennial  Medical  Commis- 
sion is  completed,  it  only  remains  for  the 
Congress,  ^vhich  I  now  declare  open,  to  per- 
fect its  organization  by  the  election  of  its 
own  officers. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  if  these 
international  reunions  were  more  frequent 
and  more  largel}-  attended,  the}'  would  be  a 
vast  deal  more  serviceable  in  preventing 
war  and  international  misunderstandings 
than  an}'  arbitrations  that  could  be  inaugu- 
rated for  the  settlement  of  international  dif- 
ficulties. Much  of  the  pleasant  feeling  at 
present  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  Europe  is  due  to  the  enlarged  inter- 
course which  has  been  going  on,  since  the 
invention  of  steam  navigation,  between  the 
peoples  of  those  countries  and  the  conse- 
quent interchange  of  hospitalit}^  and  courte- 
sy between  the  peoples  of  these  countries. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  may  be  onl}^  one 
of  man}'  such  reunions  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Dr.  Gross,  on  taking  his  seat,  thanked  the 
^Congress  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him,  and 
«aid  that  nothing  would  be  dearer  to  him 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  than  to  have 
presided  over  their  deliberations.  He  con- 
sidered it  was  an  honor  not  solely  bestowed 
on  him,  but  as  a  tribute  to  the  profession  of 
Philadelphia,  who  had  been  so  instrumental 
-in  organizing  this  Congress.  To  preside 
'Over  such  a  body  is  an  honor  of  no  ordinary 
Mnd. 

After  the  address  of  Dr.  Gross  a  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  on  nomination  of  officers 
was  appointed,  after  which  an  address  on 
asiedicine  was  read  by  Dr.  Austin  Flint, 
Professor  of  Medicine  in  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  New  York,  in  wdiich  at 
great  length  he  showed  the  progress  made 
by  medicine  during  the  past  century. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented 
the  following  report : — 

President — Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  Philadelphia. 

Yice  Presidents — Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  Ten- 
nessee ;  Dr.  Joliffe  Tufnell,  Dublin  ;  Dr.  W. 
Tt.  Atlee,  Philadelphia  ;  Dr.  C.  Lange,  Co- 
penhagen ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Johnson,  St.  Louis  ; 
T>i\  T.  Semeleder,  Vienna ;  Dr."  Hunter 
M-cGuire,  Virginia  ;  Dr.  Johan  Hjort,  Chris- 


tiana ;  Dr.  S.  G.  Richardson,  New  Orleans  ; 
Dr.  William  H.  Kingston,  Montreal ;  Dr. 
J.  P  White,  New  York;  Dr.  H.  Miyake, 
Japan  ;  Prof.  N.  R.  Smith,  Baltimore  ;  Prof. 
Rudnew,  St.  Petersburg;  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner, 
Washington,  D.  C.  ;  Professor  Hueter, 
Griefs wald  ;  Dr.  G.  L.  Collins,  Rhode  In- 
land;  Dr.  R.  F.  Hudson,  Australia;.  Dr. 
H.  Gibbons,  California  ;  Dr.  P.  DeBasieux, 
Belgium;  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Chicago;  Wm. 
Adams,  Esq.,  London,  England  ;  Dr«L.  A. 
Dugas,  Georgia ;  Prof.  Simpson,  Edin- 
burgh ;  Dr.  J.  K.  Bartlett,  Wisconsin. 

Honorary  Vice  Presidents — Surgeon  Gen- 
eral Barnes,  U.  S.  A.,  Surgeon  General 
Beale,  U.  S.  N. 

Secretary  General — Dr.  I.  Minis  Hays. 

Assistant  Secretaries — Dr.  William  B. 
Atkinson,  Dr.  R.  J.  Dungiison,  Dr.  R.  A. 
Cleeman,   Dr.   W.  W.  Keen,   Dr.  Bertolet. 

Section  of  JJ'Cedicine — Chairman,  Profes- 
sor A.  Stille ;  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  Ewing 
Mears. 

Biology — .Chairman,  Professor  J.  C.  Dal- 
ton  ;  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  Tyson. 

Surgery — Chairman,  Professor  Joseph 
Lister ;  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  LI.  Packard. 

Dermatology  and  Syphilography — Chair- 
man, Dr.  J.  C.  White  ;  Secretary,  Dr.  A. 
Van  Harlingen. 

Obstetrics — ^Chairman,  Professor  Barnes, 
of  England  ;  Secretary,  Dr.  Wm.  GoodelL 

Ophthalmology — Chairman,  Dr.  R.  Bru- 
denell  Carter ;  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  Green. 

Otology— Chairman,  Dr.  L.  Turnbull ; 
Secretary,  Dr.  C.  H.  Barnett. 

Sanitary  Science — Chairman,  Dr.  Stephen 
Smith  ;  Secretary,  Dr.  E.  M.  LIunt. 

Mental  Diseases — Chairman,  Dr.  J.  P. 
Gray ;  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  Kempster. 

The  congress  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
ten  a.  m.,  on  the  5th.  The  afternoons  were 
set  apart  for  holding  the  different  sections. 

In  the  evening  a  reception  was  tendered 
to  the  delegates  in  Judges'  Hall,  Centennial 
Grounds. 

Second  Day — Thursday,  Sept.  5. — The 
Congress  reassembled  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m., 
Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  presiding. 

The  reports  from  sections  having  been 
read  and  referred  for  publication.  Dr.  T.  G. 
Richardson,  of  New  Orleans,  moved  that 
the  Congress  be  not  held  responsible  for  the 
reports  of  the  sections,  and  Dr.  William  C. 
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Davis  moved  that  the  reports  be  merely  ac- 
cepted and  referred  for  publication.  Both 
motions  were  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  New  York,  offered 
a  preamble  setting  forth  the  importance  of 
a  public  medical  librar}",  and  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  agreed  to  : 

Resolved^  First,  That  the  members  of 
this  International  Medical  Congress  regard 
with  great  interest  the  institution  of  a  Na 
tional  Medical  Library  in  the  cit}^  of  Wash- 
ington, and  respectfully  petition  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  to  provide  for 
additions  to  the  number  of  volumes  and 
periodical  publications,  until  the  librarj'  is 
made  as  complete  as  possible. 

Second,  That  in  view  of  the  necessity  of 
what  is  known  as  a  Catalogue  raisonne  in 
order  to  render  the  librar}-  properly  availa- 
1ble  for  reference,  this  International  Medical 
Congress  urge  the  importance  of  an  early 
completion  and  publication  of  such  a  cata- 
logue. 

Third,  That  the  specimen  Fasciculus  of 
the  catalogue,  which  is  stated  to  be  nearlj^ 
readj'  for  the  press,  affords  evidence  of 
great  labor  and  care,  and  the  arrangements 
for  convenience  of  reference  is  believed  will 
prove  in  all  respects  satisfactor3\ 

Fourth,  That  those  of  the  delegates  to 
this  International  Medical  Congress  who 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
members  of  the  medical  profeesion  in  this 
countr}^,  are  urged  individually  to  exert 
their  influence  to  secure  the  enlargement  of 
the  librar}^  and  the  speedy  publication  of 
the  catalogue. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  was  adopted  : 

Committee  on  Publication  (with  power  to 
choose  its  chairman  and  an  editor) — Dr.  J. 
Ashhurst,  Jr.,  Dr.  R.  J.  Dungiison,  Dr. 
\Villiam  Goodell,  Dr.  J.  H.  Hutchison,  Dr. 
Caspar  Wister. 

Treasurer — Dr.  Caspar  Wistar. 

Vice  Presidents  of  the  Sections — Medi- 
cine, Dr.  R.  P.  Howard,  Canada ;  Dr.  J. 
J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A.  Biology,  Dr.  A. 
Flint,  Jr.,  New  York;  Dr.  F.  W.  Camp- 
bell, Canada.  Surgery,  Dr.  J.  A.  Grant, 
Canada;  Dr.  J.  Ashhurst,  Jr.,  Philadel- 
phia. Dermatology  and  Syphilography,  Dr. 
S.  Englestet,  Copenhagen  ;  Dr.  E.  Shippen, 
U.  S.  Navy. 


Obstetrics — Dr.  A.  Simpson,  Edinburgh; 
Dr.  W.  H.  Byford,  Illinois. 

Ophthalmology — Dr.  William  Thompson, 
Philadelphia  ;  Dr.  W.  H.  Williams,  Texas. 

Otology— Dr.  A.  H.  Buck,  New  York  ; 
Dr.  C.  J.  Blake,  Boston  ;  Dr.  H.  N.  Spen- 
cer, St.  Louis. 

Sanitary  Science — Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  U. 
S.  A.  ;   Dr.  H.  B.  Baker,  Michigan. 

Mental  Diseases — Dr.  I.  Ray,  Philadel- 
phia;  Dr.  E.  Grissom,  New  Orleans. 

An  address  on  hygiene  and  preventive 
medicine  was  then  delivered  by  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch,  president  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Health  and  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association.  The  speaker  divided  the 
past  centur}^,  as  to  its  medical  ideas,  into 
three  unequal  epochs,  viz  :  first,  from  1776 
to  1832,  the  era  of  theory  and  of  dogmat- 
ism;  second,  from  1832  to  1869,  is  that  of 
strict  observation,  and  of  bold,  often  reck- 
less skepticism  ;  third,  from  1869  to  1876, 
which  is  destined  to  continue  and  progress 
while  the  nation  itself  lives,  the  noblest  and 
most  beneficent  of  all.  It  is  the  epoch  of 
State  preventive  medicine. 

After  reviewing  the  measures  taken  by 
States,  as  such,  for  their  subjects.  Dr. 
Bowditch  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  a  law 
regulating  tenement  houses  for  the  poor. 
He  concluded  as  follows  : 

The  dwelling  houses  in  which  the  poor  in 
some  of  our  cities  are  obliged  to  live  are  a 
disgrace.  Their  abodes  are  moral  pests, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  people  to  grow  up  in 
them  except  in  crime  and  disease.  The 
only  remedy  for  this  is  by  public  law  and  an 
authority  making  regulations  for  these  peo- 
ple, or  by  philanthropic  societies. 

What  is  3'our  method  of  disposing  of 
sewerage?  Reports  from  all  the  States  in 
the  Union  show  that  in  only  one-fifth  are 
there  any  sufficient  means  for  the  removal 
of  these  various  sources  of  contamination. 
A  great  many  have  still  the  most  primitive 
modes  of  disposing  of  them.  They  are 
thrown  away  carelessly.  Many  have  sur- 
face drainage.  In  some  they  are  thrown 
into  open  lots,  and  in  some  each  inhabitant 
does  as  his  own  will  dictates.  Nothing  can 
be  more  chaotic  than  the  present  method 
pursued. 

Our  present  duty  is  organization,  nation- 
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nl,  state  and  municipal.  From  the  highest 
place  in  the  National  Council  down  to  the 
smallest  village  board  of  health,  we  need 
organization.  Tiiis  great  and  beneficent 
object,  the  prevention  of  disease,  appeals 
to  all.  1  appeal  to  the  young  men  of  the 
present  hour.  Can  there  "be  an^ything  more 
inspiring  to  a  generous-hearted,  intelligent 
youth  than  the  thought  that  by  the  research 
into  the  causes  of  disease,  b}^  the  discovery 
of  means  for  its  prevention,  and  by  the 
teaching  of  these  various  causes  and  means 
to  the  people,  he  maj'  help  to  save  a  few  of 
the  two  hundred  thousand  human  beings 
now  annuall}^  slaughtered  b}^  hereditarj^ 
disease.  Although  public  h^'giene  has  made 
but  few  advances  hitherto,  it  is  founded 
upon  natural  law.  Modern  science  greets 
and  brings  it  within  its  domains  as  one  of 
the  most  precious  objects  for  thorough  in- 
vestigation. 

Theo.  G-.  Wormley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Starling  Medical  College, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  then  read  a  paper  on 
Medical  Chemistry  and  Toxicolog3\ 

He  said  the  connection  between  chemistry 
and  medicine  is  of  great  importance,  and  we 
must  not  overlook  the  close  connection  be- 
tw^een  chemistr}^  and  pharmacy.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  the  only  institution  that  had 
a  chair  of  chemistr}^  w^as  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  College,  since  merged  in  the  Uni- 
versit}^  of  Pennsjdvania.  This  professor 
was  the  renowned  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  In 
1803  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman,  the  first 
professor  of  chemistr}'  in  Yale  College, 
entered  upon  his  duties. 

The  science  of  toxicology  is  one  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  race.  Before  the 
present  century  little  was  known  of  poisons 
beyond  their  deadly  effects.  In  1795  Dr. 
Joseph  Black  declared  that  one  grain  of 
arsenic  w^as  the  least  he  could  detect.  The 
copper  test  has  proved  a  most  admirable 
method  for  the  discovery  of  the  poison. 

Less  than  a  century  ago  there  Avere  few 
organic  poisons  for  w^hich  special  tests  were 
known.  There  are  some  poisons,  the  dis- 
covery of  which  may  be  made  hy  a  combina- 
tion of  tests.  It  is  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  since  the  microscope  has  been  used 
to  determine  a  test.  By  the  microscope 
discoveries  of  great  value  have  been  made. 
It  is  useful  in  the  detection  of  blood,  and 
discriminates  the  coloring  matter. 

Both  papers  were  approved,  and  the  con- 


vention   then    adjourned   until   ten  a.    m.^ 
Sept.  5th. 

In  the  afternoon  the  meetings  of  sections 
were  held  as  follows  : 

Section  I.  Medicine — Are  Diphtheritic 
and  Pseudo-membranous  Croup  Identical  or 
Distinct  Afi'ections?  Reporter,  J.  Lewis 
Smith,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  New  York 
Infants'  Hospital.-  The  following  is  an  out- 
line of  Dr.  Smith's  paper  : 

I.  Croup  is  a  local  maladj' ;  diphtheritic 
laryngitis  the  expression  or  manifestation 
of  a  general  malady. 

II.  Anatomical  characters  ;  identical  in 
kind  as  regards  the  state  of  the  larynx,  but 
differing  in  degree  or  intensit3\ 

III.  Clinical  facts,  which  indicate  their 
dualit3\ 

Medical  Teaching,  by  Prof.  A.  P.  Reid, 
of  Halifax  Medical  College,   Nova  Scotia. 

Section  II.  Biolog}^ — The  Excretory 
Fuifction  of  the  Liver.  Reporter,  Austin 
Flint,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ph3^siology 
in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
New  York. 

Outline  of  Professor  Flint's  paper  : 

Is  the  liver,  as  far  as  the  production  of 
bile  is  concerned,  an  organ  for  secretion, 
for  excretion,  or  has  the  bile  functions  both 
as  a  secretion  and  an  excretion  ?  The  bile 
contains  one  substance,  cholesterine,  which 
is  evidentl}'^  separated  from'  the  blood  by  the 
liver  and  is  not  formed  in  the  substance  of 
the  liver  itself.  The  blood  which  goes  to 
the  liver  contains  more  cholesterine  than 
the  blood  which  has  circulated  through  this 
organ.  It  is  evident  that  cholesterine  is 
produced  in  certain  of  the  tissues,  particu- 
larl}^  in  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  The 
blood  gains  cholesterine  in  its  passage 
through  the  brain.  In  old  cases  of  hemi- 
plegia, there  is  no  cholesterine  in  blood 
taken  from  the  arm  of  the  paral3^zed  side, 
while  it  exists  in  the  blood  from  the  sound 
side.  In  certain  cases  of  structural  disease 
of  the  liver,  cholesterine  accumulates  in  the 
blood  and  produces  peculiar  toxic  effects. 
The  same  efi'ects  follow  the  injection  of 
cholesterine  into  the  blood  of  living  ani- 
mals. Cholesterine  is  an  excrementitious 
substance  ;  it  bears  the  same  relation  to  the 
liver  that  urea  bears  to  the  kidneys  ;  it  is 
discharged  in  the  bile  into  the  small  intes- 
tine, is  transformed  during  digestion  into 
another  substance  (stercorine)  and  as  ster- 
corine  exists  in  the  faeces.  In  addition  to 
the    excrementitious  function  of    the  bile, 
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this  fluid  has  another  function,  which  latter 
is  connected  with  digestion  and  is  essential 
to  life. 

Section  III.  Surgeiy — Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Treatment  of  Aneurism.  Reporter. 
William  H.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  the  Principles  of  Surger}^  and  of  Clinical 
Surgery  tn  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York. 

After  a  glance  at  the  causes  of  aneurism 
and  the  sources  of  information  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  reporter,  he  rapidly  enumerated 
the  several  modes  of  treatment  at  pres- 
ent in  use,  and  endeavored  to  estimate  the 
remedial  value  and  especial  applicabilit}"  of 
each,  aiming  to  furnish  an  answer  to  the 
following  question  : 

In  a  given  case  of  aneurism  what  method 
or  methods,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  promise  the  most  safe  and  most 
certain  cure? 

Incidentall}^  the  folloTsing  mooted  ques- 
tions weie  touched  upon,  viz :  (a)  why 
the  blood  coagulates  so  much  more  prompt- 
ly in  some  cases  of  aneurism  than  in  others 
where  conditions  are  apparenth-  alike  ;  (b) 
the  value  of  antiseptic  treatment  in  securing 
quick  union  of  the  wound  after  applying  a 
carbolized  catgut  ligature  for  the  cure  of 
aneurism  after  the  Hunterian  method  ;  (c) 
the  propriety  of  emploj'ing  the  carbolized 
catgut  ligature  upon  a  large  arter}^ ;  (d)  the 
value  of  the  "constricting"  ligature  of 
silver  wire  ;  (e)  the  comparative  value  of 
rapid  and  slow^  pressure  ;  (/)  the  value  of 
galvano-puncture — of  coagulating  injec- 
tions, etc.,  etc. 

On  Ambulance  and  Litters,  b}^  Dr.  Be- 
doin,  Medecin,  major  Eighth  Regiment  de 
Chasseurs  a'Chevel,  France  ;  translated  by 
William  Ashbridge,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia, 

Section  IV.  Dermatology  and  Syphilog- 
raph}' — Are  eczema  and  psoriasis  local  dis- 
eases, or  are  they  manifestations  of  con- 
stitutional disorders?  Reporter,  Lucius 
Duncan  Bulkley,  M.  D.,  of  New  York : 

I.  Nature  of  the  eruption  in  constitu- 
tional disorders  affecting  the  skin,  as  in  the 
contagious  fevers,  syphilis,  etc. 

II.  Nature  of  local  diseases. 

III.  Microscopic  anatomj^  of  eczema  and 
psoriasis. 

IV.  Clinical  history  of  eczema  and  pso- 
riasis :  a,  age  ;  6,  sex  ;  c,  location  ;  d,  re- 
lapses ;  e,  hereditary  transmission  ;  /,  gouty 
and  rheumatic  symptoms  ;  ^,  urinary  dis-. 
turbances  ;  h,  bronchitis,  etc. 

V.  Clinical    history   of    local     diseases, 


epithelioma,  verruca,  parasitic  and  mechan- 
ical diseases  of  the  skin,  etc. 

VI.  Effect  of  local  treatment. 

VII.  Effect  of  constitutional  treatment. 
Leprosy,   by  E.  H.  Enders,  M.  D.,  Gov- 
ernment phj'^sician  to  Sandwich  Islands. 

Section  V.  Obstetrics — The  mechanism 
of  natural  and  of  artificial  labor  in  narrow  ' 
pelves.  Reporter,  William  Goodell,  A.  M. ^ 
M.  D.,  Clinical  professor  of  diseases  of 
women  and  children  in  the  Universit}'  of 
Pennsjdvania. 

On  the  management  of  convulsions  in 
children,  depending  upon  a  high  tempera^ 
ture  of  the  body,  by  T.  K.  Holmes,  M.  D., 
of  Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Section  VI.  Ophthalmology^ — Tumors  of 
the  optic  nerve.  Reporter,  Hermann 
Knapp,  M.  D.,  of  New  York. 

Section. VII.  Otology — What  is  the  best 
mode  of  uniform  measurement  of  hearing? 
Reporter,  Charles  H.  Burnett,  M.  D.,  Aural 
surgeon  to  Presbj'terian  Hospital,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Section  VIII.  Sanitarj'  Science — Hospi- 
tal construction  and  ventilation.  Reporter, 
Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ortho- 
poedic  surgery  in  the  University  of  the  Citj' 
of  New  York. 

Section  IX.  Mental  Diseases — Responsi- 
bility of  the  insane  for  criminal  acts.  Re- 
porter, Isaac  Ra}^,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

There  are  still  great  differences  of  opinion 
among  physicians,  law3^ers,  and  men  of  the 
world,  on  the  question  how  far  insanity  shall 
be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  crime.  Lord 
Hale's  doctrine  that  partial  insanity — that 
in  which  the  patient  is  reasonable  and  cor- 
rect on  many  subjects — does  not  necessaril}' 
exempt  one  from  the  penal  consequences  of 
crime,  still  shapes  the  decisions  of  English 
and  American  courts.  Tests  for  determin- 
ing what  kind  of  partial  insanit}^  does  and: 
what  does  not  excuse  for  crime  are  diverse^ 
unsatisfactor}^,  and  none  are  supported  by 
correct  scientific  knowledge  of  insanity. 
Delusion  has  been  decided  to  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  onl}^  when  the  criminal  act  commit- 
ted under  its  influence  would  have  been  le- 
gally justified  had  the  delusion  been  true. 
Notwithstanding  many  of  the  insane  think 
and  act  correct^  to  some  extent,  yet  it  is 
impossible  to  sa}^  with  any  near  approach 
to  certainty  in  any  given  case  where  sanity 
ends  and  insanity  begins. 

Two  mistakes  are  made  by  lawj'ers  in 
estimating  the  responsibility"  of  the  insane, 
viz  :  they  define  the  scope  of  the  influence 
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of  the  mental  disorder  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner, unsupported  by  tlie  facts  of  psyclio- 
logical  science,  and  tlie}' regard  tlie^affective 
faculties  as  without  any  part  in  the  pla}-"  of 
disease.  The  latter  mistake  pervades  the 
tlieories  of  the  law  and  the  Judgments  of 
those  who  pretend  to  know  law.  The  moral 
like  the  intellectual  faculties,  are  dependent 
for  their  exercise  on  the  brain — the  larger 
part  of  the  brain,  probabl}',  being  devoted 
to  this  purpose.  Consequently,  disease  of 
the  brain  must,  necessaril}',  affect  the  mani- 
festations of  these  faculties.  Whether  the 
one  or  the  other  class,  or  both,  is  affected, 
will  depend  on  the  part  of  the  brain  dis- 
eased. Sanit}'  supposes  the  integrity  of  all 
the  faculties,  moral  as  well  as  intellectual. 
If  this  integrit}^  is  destroyed,  sanity  is 
destroj'ed,  insanit}'  is  the  result,  wherever 
the  lesion  ma^^  be.  Whatever  faculties  may 
be  affected  or  not  affected,  apparently,  re- 
sponsibility is  presumably  impaired.  It  is 
for  the  party  alleging  the  contrary  to  prove 
it.  Punishment  of  persons  admitted  to  be 
insane,  for  criminal  acts,  has  been  advocat- 
ed for  the  sake  of  the  example.  No  good 
effect  can  be  shown  by  a  single  case  in 
point.  Patients  in  our  hospitals  are  never 
punished  ;  the}^  may  be  deprived  of  a  favor 
or  privilege  which  they  have  shown  them- 
selves incapable  of  using  properl}- . 

Wrong  as  our  present  mode  of  procedure 
is,  no  change  for  the  better  seems  very 
practicable,  unless  it  may  be  that  which 
takes  the  question  of  insanity  entirely  from 
the  court  and  gives  it  to  the  jury  as  one 
exclusively  of  fact. 

{Continued  next  month.) 
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Prof.  Sayre's  Plaster  of  Paris  Jacket 
FOR  Angular  Curvature  of  the  Spine. — 
The  great  feature  of  the  Section  of  Surgery 
and  Anatomy  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  at  its  last  meeting,  was  Prof. 
L.  A.  Sayre's  demonstration  of  his  new 
method  of  treating  Pott's  disease  of  the 
spine.  On  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  he 
read  a  paper  on  the  subject,  exhibited  his 
apparatus  for  suspending  the  patient  and 
making  the  application,  and  presented  sev- 
eral cases  which  he  had  treated  by  this 
method.  He  showed  how  easy  it  would  be 
for  ph3^sicians  to  treat  such  cases ;  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  waiting  to  send 


them  to  a  specialist,  and  thus  losing 
valuable  time,  lie  said  that  if  treated  in 
its  early  stages,  there  was  no  necessit}^  for 
deformit}^  being  the  result  of  this  much- 
dreaded  disease.  The  constitutional  treat- 
ment recommended  was,  the  most  nourish- 
ing diet,  beef-steak,  mutton  chops,  roast 
beef;  relieve  indigestion,  if  necessary,  and 
give  plent}^  of  fresh  air.  Dr.  Sayre's  ideas 
respeeting  the  relation  of  scrofula  to  this 
disease,  as  well  as  to  morbus  coxarius,  have 
been  misunderstood,  and  he  took  occasion 
to  correct  the  misapprehension.  He  thinks 
that  both  these  diseases,  of  the  hip-joint 
and  angular  curvature,  ahvays  have  a  trau- 
matic, origin,  but  that  strumous  children 
are  more  easil}^  injured,  or  that  a  slight 
injury  is  more  apt  to  be  followed  by  the  de- 
velopment of  disease  in  them  than  in  chil- 
dren unaffected  with  the  strumous  diathesis. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  meeting.  Dr.  S. 
made  a  practical  application  of  the  dressing 
before  the  Section : 

First,  a  measurement  of  the  spine  is  taken 
by  a  piece  of  flexible  zinc,  which  accom- 
modates itself  to  any  curve,  which  is  marked 
on  paper.  The  child  is  then  suspended  so 
that  his  feet  are  free  from  the  ground,  the 
zinc  is  then  reapplied,  and  the  change  in  the 
curve,  caused  by  the  suspension,  is  noted. 
A  flannel  bandage  is  first  soaked  in  water 
and  then  applied  to  the  child's  body,  while 
he  is  suspended  as  above,  beginning  at  the 
waist,  at  the  smallest  part,  winding  it 
around  snug  and  smooth,  completel}"  encas- 
ing the  body  from  pelvis  to-  thorax,  strips 
of  tin  being  inserted  occasionall3^  The 
plaster  is  then  applied,  and  as  it  begins  to 
set  let  the  patient  lie  clown  until  it  becomes 
thoroughly  dr3^  Soft  pads  are  placed  over 
an}^  bony  projections  before  the  bandage  is 
applied.  The  next  day  the  patient  can  go 
about  as  well  as  if  he  had  no  spinal  disease 
whatever.  After  one  or  two  months  he 
may  be  again  suspended  and,  if  possible,  the 
spine  still  further  straightened.  If  applied 
sufficiently  earty  no  deformity  will  occur. 

Prof.  Saja-e  writes  us  that  he  is  making 
use  of  the  same  plan  of  treatment  for  lateral 
curvature  with  the  happiest  results.  We 
strongly  advise  our  readers  to  tiy  this  new 
application  for  the  affections  named.  If 
properly  used  we  will  guarantee  that  both 
ph^'sician  and  patient  will  realize  a  success 
to  be  obtained  by  no  other  means. 

Unruptured  Hymen  v^ith  Pregnancy. — 
Prof.    Gustav   Braun,  of    Vienna,    reports 
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some  cases  of  the  h3^men  persisting  through- 
out pregnancy  ( Weiner  Med.  Wochen- 
schrift),  and  arrives  at  the  following  con- 
chisions  from  an  examination  of  the  subject : 
First,  B}'  itself,  alone,  an  unruptured  hj-men 
is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  virginity. 
Second,  The  hymen  may  be  so  elastic  that 
the  male  organ,  if  not  ver}'' large,  may  pen- 
etrate the  vagina  through  its  aperture,  and 
still  leave  no  evidence  of  the  act,  the  woman 
ma}^  then  be  considered  a  virgin,  anatomi- 
cally, though  not  gynsecologicalty,  as  his 
second  case  shows  conclusivel3^  Third,  In 
order  that  impregnation  should  take  place, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  semen  should  be 
deposited  in  the  vagina,  if  it  reaches  the 
vulva  onl}',  pregnancy  ma}^  follow.  Fourth, 
If  blood  should  accumulate  behind  an  im- 
perforate hymen,  it  is  better  that  it  should 
be  discharged  through  a  spontaneous  open- 
ing than  that  an  artificial  one  should  be 
made.  Fifth,  The  urethra  may  be  made 
use  of  for  sexual  intercourse  in  Cases  where 
penetration  of  the  vagina  is  impracticable. 
Sixth,  The  state  of  imperforation  of  the 
hymen  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  obstacle  to 
delivery. 

Case  I. — A  girl  fifteen  or  sixteen  j^ears 
of  age  was  brought  to  Prof.  Braun  for  ex- 
amination who  was  supposed  to  have  drops}^ 
or  some  ovarian  disease.  He  found  her 
advanced  to  term  in  pregnane}^,  by  external 
examination.  An  attempt  at  vaginal  ex- 
amination showed  that  the  hymen  was  en- 
tirel}'  closed  with  the  exception  of  an 
opening  of  the  size  of  a  goose-quill.  The 
foetal  head  was  felt  per  rectum.  The  index 
finger  could  be  passed  for  some  distance 
(6  centimetres)  through  the  opening  in  the 
hj^men  without  pain.  The  opening  con- 
tracted like  india-rubber,  upon  withdrawal 
of  the  finger,  to  its  normal  size.  The  girl 
confessed  to  one  only,  and  that  very  imper- 
fect, attempt  at  intercourse,  and  Prof. 
Braun  thought  her  statement  true.  He  was 
called  to  attend  her  in  labor  a  few  weeks 
afterward ;  everything  progressed  favor a- 
bl}^ ;  the  hj^men  gradually  gave  way  before 
the  passage  of  the  head,  and,  after  recover- 
ing, onl}^  a  few  small  carunculse  m3Ttiformes 
remained. 

Case  II. — A  girl  of  sixteen  j^ears  was 
sent  to  Prof.  Braun,  accompanied  by  a 
3'oung  man  of  eighteen  or  nineteen.  She 
wished  to  know  the  reason  of  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  abdomen,  while  she  remained 
in  perfect  health.  As  in  the  former  case, 
the  fact  of  pregnancy   was  established   b}^ 


external  examination  and  by  rectal  touch. 
But  the  hymen  was  found  in  the  virginal' 
condition.  Sexual  intercourse  was  at  first 
denied,  but  afterward  it  was  admitted  to 
have  occurred  once  in  an  imperfect  manner. 
Great  incredulity  was  displayed  b}''  both, 
but  a  few  weeks  afterward,  deliver}^  of  a 
fully  developed  ^hild  confirmed  Professor 
Braun's  diagnosis.  Marriage  had  taken 
place,  so  "Braun  was  unable  to  report  the 
behavior  of  the  hj'men  during  delivery. 

Death  from  Ether. — Professor  E.  L, 
Holmes,  of  Chicago,  gives  the  particulars 
of  a  case  of  this  unusual  accident  {Chicago 
Med.  Jour,  and  Examiner,  Mslj,  '76)  oc^ 
curring  in  his  practice.  The  patient  w^as  a 
male,  aged  sevent3^-four  j^ears,  and  verj' 
obese  ;  height  four  feet  eight  inches,  weight 
one  hundred  and  eightj^-four  pounds  ;  gen- 
eral health  good ;  slightly  asthmatic.  He 
had  cataract,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  De- 
cember, '75,  preliminarj"  iridectom}^  was 
performed  under  ether.  Unpleasant  symp- 
toms were  observed,  but  the  patient  recov- 
ered from  the  anaesthetic  and  from  the 
operation  without  an}^  bad  results.  On 
March  27th,  '76,  ether  w^as  again  adminis- 
tered ;  after  about  half  a  pound  os  Squibb' s 
stronger  ether  had  been  given,  violent 
coughing  set  in,  soon  followed  by  extreme 
lividit}^  of  the  face  and  complete  cessation 
of  breathing.  Under  proper  treatment  res- 
piration was  reestablished  and  the  operation 
of  extraction  of  the  lens  w^as  rapidly  per- 
formed. This  did  not  occup}^  more  than 
two  minutes,  no  more  ether  having  been 
administered.  Breathing  was  then  observed 
to  have  ceased,  the  face  was  ver}^  livid  and 
the  pulse  weak.  In  a  minute  more  the 
heart  had  ceased  acting,  the  patient  was 
dead.     No  autops}^  was  obtained. 

' '  Port- Wine  Marks  "  — Treatment. — 
Balmanno  Squire,  M.  B.,  of  London,  de- 
scribes a  method  of  removing  this  disfigura- 
tion in  the  Archives  of  Dermatology,  for 
July,  1876.  The  fiat,  vascular  nsevus,  thus 
designated,  is  commonly  not  interfered  with, 
because  hemorrhage  is  feared  attending  the 
operation  for  its  removal,  or  that  a  scar  as 
unsightly  as  the  nsevus  should  take  its  place. 
Squire's  operation,  he  asserts,  is  verj^  sim- 
ple, safe,  painless,  speed}'  and  eas}^  of  pro- 
cedure. It  is  as  follows  :  The  instrument 
emplo3'ed  is  a  cataract  needle  with  a  head 
about  four  times  the  ordinary  size.  With 
this  the  aff'ected  skin  is  scarified  ;  clean-cut 
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and  parallel  incisions  being  made  about 
one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  apart,  "  over  the 
atlected  area  and  a  little  beyond  it.  To 
render  the  operation  painless  and  bloodless 
the  skin  is  first  frozen  by  Richardson's  ether 
spray.  After  a  limited  area  is  thus  gone 
over,  a,  piece  of  white  blotting  paper  is 
super-imposed,  and  firm,  equable  pressure 
is  applied  with  the  fingers  for  about  ten 
minutes.  The  pressure  must  be  applied 
icithout  making  any  lateral  traction,  other- 
wise the  cuts  would  become  filled  with 
wedge-shaped  clots  and  linear  cicatrices 
would  follow.  The  scarification  should  be 
deep  enough  to  involve  the  entire  thickness 
of  the  cutis  vera.  Sometimes  one  opera- 
tion sulfices,  but  a  second  or  third  ma}^  be- 
come necessar^^  The  direction  of  the  first 
incisions  should  be  carefully  remembered, 
and,  should  a  second  be  made,  the  lines 
should  cross  those  of  the  first  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees.  In  case  a  third 
should  be  required  the  cuts  should  cross  the 
first  at  a  right  angle.  If  no  traction  is 
made,  absolutely  no  trace  will  remain  of  the 
operation.  The  next  day,  any  clot  or  crust 
remaining  must  be  carefully  washed  off  with 
a  soft  camel's  hair  brush  and  cold  soap  and 
water,  followed  with  a  soft  piece  of  sponge 
with  cold  water  only.  The  work  is  done 
within  a  fortnight.  Very  slight  swelling 
follows  the  operation  for  a  few  days. 

Treatment  of  Tetanus. — M.  Bompart, 
of  Vitry  Ie-Fran9ais,  narrates  a  case  of 
commencing  tetanus  cured  by  jaborandi. 
Four  grammes  (61^  grains)  of  the  pounded 
leaves  were  made  into  an  infusion.  This 
dose  was  taken  daily  from  Jan.  23  to  March 
3,  at  which  time  every  symptom  of  tetanus 
had  disappeared. 

M.  Verneuil,  at  the  hospital  of  La  Pitie, 
Paris,  recently  had  under  his  care  a  man 
who  showed  symptoms  of  tetanus  following 
a  severe  crush  of  the  hand.  M.  Verneuil 
exposed  the  median  nerve  at  the  elbow  and 
the  ulnar  at  the  wrist,  and  stretched  them. 
The  man  recovered.  The  nerve  should  be 
separated  from  its  surroundings  and  traction 
with  an  ordinary  vulcellum  should  be  made 
from  its  central  connections. — Monthly  Ab- 
stract. 

Juniper  Fumigations  in  the  Treat- 
ment OF  Skin  Diseases. — Dr.  Csesar  Boeck 
(  VierteljahresscJirift  fur  Dermatologie  und 
Syphilis,  1875,  4  heft)  describes  the  follow- 
ing mode  of  treatment :     The  surface  of  the 


bod}^  is  subjected  to  the  action  of  the  fumes 
of  moist  juniper  leaves  in  cases  of  prurigo, 
urticaria,  and  pruritus  cutaneus,  with  great 
mitigation  of  the  itching.  For  example,  a 
woman  fifty  years  of  age.  had  been  torment- 
ed with  urticaria  from  March  to  September, 
and  was  obliged  to  scratch  herself  for  about 
an  hour  every  evening  before  going  to  sleep. 
The  usual  remedies  had  been  fruitless. 
After  two  fumigations  she  was  better,  after 
ten  (one  daily)  she  left  off  scratching,  and 
no  more  fumigations  were  required. — Mon. 
Abstract,  July — London  Medical  Record, 
May  15,  1876. 

Subcutaneous  Emphysema  During  La- 
bor.— Blennerhassett  Atthill,  L.  R.  C.  P., 
London,  in  the  Obstet.  Jour,  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  April,  '76,  places  on 
record  a  case  of  this  rare  accident.  He 
also  gives  abstracts  of  three  other  cases — 
the  only  ones  to  which  he  is  able  to  refer  in 
medical  literature.  Mr.  Atthill' s  case  was 
that  of  a  primipara,  aged  twenty  years. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  expulsive  stage  she 
very  suddenly  complained  of  diflSculty  of 
breathing  and  of  sight.  Her  face,  neck, 
and  especially  the  ej^elids  of  both  sides, 
presented  a  bladder-like  appearance.  The 
labor  terminated  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards b}^  the  natural  efforts.  The  emphy- 
sema gradually  disappeared  in  about  ten 
days,  having  extended  all  over  the  upper 
half  of  both  back  and  front  of  the  body. 
During  the  expulsive  efforts  the  lung  simply 
gave  way  at  a  weak  point,  at  which  point 
there  w^as  adhesion  of  both  surfaces  of  the 
pluriB,  allowing  the  air  to  pass  into  the  sub- 
cutaneous cellular  tissues  of  the  neck.  The 
other  cases  referred  to  were  similar  as  re- 
gards symptoms  and  termination. 

Nursing-Bottles. — Dr.  Emerson  (Bos- 
ton Medical  Journal)  gave  the  following 
striking  picture  of  the  ordinary  nursing 
bottle,  in  a  paper  on  cholera  infantum,  read 
before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Societ}^ : 
' '  There  is  a  point  which  I  wish  to  allude 
to,  namel}^,  the  great  popularit}^  among  the 
rich  and  poor  of  the  nursing -bottle  with  the 
flexible  tube.  It  is  an  invention  of  which 
Herod  might  have  been  proud.  It  is  al- 
wa3^s  in  the  baby  wagon  or  the  crib,  in  hot 
sun  or  close  air.  The  child  falls  aleep  with 
its  nipple  in  his  mouth.  The  mouth  is 
usuall}'^  never  washed  ;  the  bottle  and  tube 
are,  '  with  scalding  water  and  soda,'  so  the 
mother  saj^s,  if  you  ask.     Smell  it,  and  see 
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what  3'ou  think.  Take  a  parallel  case. 
What  prospect  could  a  man  have  of  imme- 
diate and  satisfactory  recover}^  from  cholera 
morbus,  or  even  dyspepsia,  who  should  eat 
soup,  freshly  made,  perhaps,  but  out  of  a 
tureen  which  had  been  standing  half  a  da}^ 
with  the  remains  of  3'esterday's  soup  in  it, 
in  a  close  room  with  a  temperature  of  90°  ; 
who,  moreover,  should  never  rinse  out  his 
moutll  nor.  allow  time  for  digestion,  but 
should  go  to  sleep  with  a  piece  of  bread 
soaked  in  soup  in  his  mouth,  and  when  colic 
or  oppression  caused,  him  to  complain  on 
waking,  should  at  once  take  more  soup  out 
of  the  unscalded  tureen?  This  is  not  an 
agreeable,  picture,  but  it  is  a  fair  analogy. 
Is  a  teething  baby's  stomach  stronger  than 
a  man's,  that  the  doctor  should  tolerate  the 
form  of  nursing-bottle  which  encourages 
and  contemplates  a  management  of  his  diet 
exactl}"  parallel  to  that  in  the  unattractive 
picture  I  have  just  drawn? — Louisville  Med. 
News" 

Strangulated  Inguinal  Hernia  Reduc- 
ed BY  A  Novel  Method. — Dr.  J.  Holmes 
Jo}^  of  Tamworth,  England,  relates  {Brit. 
Med.  Jour.^  May  13,  1876)  an  interesting- 
case  of  hernia  occurring  in  a  lady  sixty 
years  of  age,  strangulated  thirty-six  hours, 
in  which  the  taxis  and  all  ordinary  means 
of  reduction  had  failed.  The  symptoms 
becoming  urgent,  ether  spra}^  was  applied 
to  the  hernial  sac,  and  trial  was  again  made 
of  the  taxis,  but,  although  a  small  portion 
of  the  contents  of  the  sac  was  returned  the 
greater  part  remained  immovable.  The 
point  of  a  common  pair  of  bellows  was 
then  oiled  and  introduced  per  anum,  the 
spray  and  taxis  were  renewed  and  air  was 
pumped  slowl}'  into  the  bowel.  On  the 
fourth  bellowsful  being  pumped  in,  the 
bowels  were  much  distended,  and  by  careful 
pressure  and  manipulation  the  hernia  was 
reduced .  — Monthly  Abstract — Practitioner^ 
June  '76. 

Sulphide  of  Calcium. — Dr.  T.  Curtis 
Smith  {Southern  Med.  Record^  July  '76) 
confirms  the  observations  of  Ringer  upon 
the  value  of  this  agent  in  boils,  abscesses, 
carbuncles,  and  glandular  enlargements. 
There  is  no  other  remedy  which  will  cause 
the  resolution  of  these  affections  equally 
well.  He  gives  it  in  powder,  with  sugar, 
or  in  pill  form,  in  the  dose  of  one-half 
grain,  every  four  or  six  hours,  for  children. 
Adults  may  take  from  one-half  to  two 
grains,  with  sugar,  four  or  six  times  a  day. 


Etherization  of  Plants. — At  a  session 
of  the  Societe  de  Biologic^  of  Paris,  held 
July  16,  M.  CI.  Bernard  stated  that  when 
comparing  the  phenomena  of  sensibility  in 
animals  and  vegetables  he  had  been  led 
to  study  the  effects  of  etherization  upon 
plants.  During  anaesthesia  all  their  vital 
functions  are  suspended  ;  thus,  the  germin- 
ation of  cress  was  arrested  b}'  etherization, 
also  the  fermentation  of  beer.  Anaesthesia, 
then,  is  a  general  phenomenon  which  is 
produced  with  the  same  characteristics  in 
animals  as  in  vegetables,  and  acts  upon  all 
their  tissues.  What  is  the  cause  of  aiiees- 
thesia?  It  is  probable  that  it  arrests  vital 
movements  by  effecting  a  modification  in 
the  protoplasm.  If  we  may  judge  of  it  b}' 
what  takes  place  in  the  muscles,  this  is  a 
phenomenon  of  coagulation. 

On  a  former  occasion  M.  Paul  Bert  had 
described  the  behavior  of 'the  sensitive  plant 
under  etherization,  which  Bernard's  theory 
easily  explains.  Movements  were  no  longer 
provoked  b}^  irritation,  but  the  spontaneous 
diurnal  and  nocturnal  movements  were 
regularl}'  performed. — Le  Progres  Mediccd, 
July  22. 

Mercurial  Poisoning  from  Canned 
Meat. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Chemi- 
cal section  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Prof.  Folke  stated  that,  on  open- 
ing a  can  of  cooked  corned  beef,  put  up  b}^ 
a  company  in  Chicago,  he  noticed  some 
bright  metallic  globules,  which  proved  to 
be  metallic  mercury.  Beside  these,  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  combined  mercur}' 
was  present  in  the  form  of  albuminate  of 
mercury.  How  the  poison  came  in  the 
meat  is  a  m^^stery  ;  but  a  member  suggested 
that,  inasmuch  as  thermometers  are  em- 
ploj^ed  to  regulate  the  temperature  when 
canning,  the  mercury  ma}''  have  come  from 
a  broken  thermometer.  It  may  be  inter- 
esting to  note  that  a  case  of  poisoning  has 
been  reported  in  Boston  from  eating  canned 
cooked  corned  beef.  Another  member  of 
the  Academy  stated  that  he  too,  had  suffered 
severely  after  eating  two  ounces,  but  wheth- 
er from  mercury  he  could  not  sa}^ — Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter.,  June  10,  '76. 

Capillary  Njevus. — Dr.  Bradley  {Brit- 
ish Med.  Journal) ,  states  that  he  has  prac- 
ticed tattooing  the  skin  over  "  port- wine 
stains"  with  carbolic  acid.  The  result  was 
a  complete  disappearance  of  the  disfigure- 
ment in  about  three  weeks.  He  recom- 
mends a  further  trial  of  this  method. 
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MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


We  had  hoped  that  our  position  in  refer- 
ence to  legislative  regulation  of  the  practice 
of  medicine  had  been  stated  so  explicit^ 
that  no  misunderstanding  could  be  possible. 
But  we  find  that,  whether  intentionally  or 
the  contrarj^  we  know  not,  our  motives 
have  been  impugned  and  the  reasons  for 
our  opposition  have  been  misrepresented. 

The  advocates  of  legislative  interference 
in  medical  affairs  do  not  appear  to  be  aware 
of  the  fact  that  medical  schools  are  em- 
powered to  grant  their  diplomas  by  acts  of 
legislation,  and  that  the  diploma  is  prima 
facia  evidence  of  the  right  to  practice  on 
the  part  of  the  holder,  supported  b}^  the 
authorit}^  of  the  state.  What  further  right 
to  practice  would  be  conferred  b}^  the  certi- 
ficate of  another  examining  board  appointed 
by  the  same  power?  If  the  honorable  leg- 
islators were  in  error  when  the}"  conferred 
the  power  of  granting  diplomas  upon  Drs. 
A.,  B.  and  C,  what  assurance  have  we  that 
they  would  not  commit  the  same  mistake 
when  they  come  to  appoint  Drs.  D.,  E.  and 
F.  to  issue  certificates  of  qualifications  to 
graduates  ? 

We  are  not  writing  in  the  interest  of  the 


schools,  but  we  are  firm  believers  in  the 
theor}"  of  non-interference  of  the  governing 
power  in  the  private  affairs  of  the  citizen. 
If  an  individual  prefers  to  confide  his  health 
and  life  to  the  hands  of  a  homoeopath,  an 
eclectic,  a  botanic,  an  electric,  a  magnetic, 
a  clairvoyant,. or  a  faith  "doctor"  rather 
than  to  the  regular  scientific  physician,  we 
can  see  no  reason  for  legislative  interfer- 
ence with  his  choice.  When  the  law  de- 
cides the  cut  of  a  man's  coat,  or  the  bill  of 
fare  of  his  table,  when  his  religion  and 
language  are  prescribed  b}^  ordinance,  and 
the  number  of  miles  he  shall  travel  on 
Sunday  are  thus  limited,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  determine  b}'^  law  the  qualifica- 
tions of  his  medical  attendant. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  all  the- 
legislative  enactments  we  haye  seen  pro- 
posed is  the  exemption  of  those  now  in 
practice  from  the  operations  of  the  proposed 
act.  Are  the  ' '  old  and  skillful  practition- 
ers "  afraid  to  cross  arms  with  the  fledglings 
of  the  schools  ?  Do  ihej  fear  that  the  lists 
of  questions  devised  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
founding the  3^oung,  inexperienced  graduate 
would  prove  too  difficult  for  the  grave  and 
reverend  seniors  ? 

The  schools  have  no  need  of  special 
champions.  Each  lias  an  arm}"  of  alumni 
which  can  look  after  the  laurels  of  the  alma 
mater.  We  believe  in  the  schools,  we  have 
faith  in  the  teachers.  We  look  to  them 
for  advances  in  medical  science  which, 
no  doubt,  will  continue  to  be  as  great  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past.  Improved  methods  of 
teaching  and  a  higher  grade  of  qualifications 
in  the  graduate  are  certain  to  be  among  the 
indications  of  progress  in  the  near  future. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  by  the  croakers 
that  the  preceptor's  office  is  the  starting 
point  of  medical  reform.  While  physicians 
continue  to  send  poorly  qualified  students 
to  medical  colleges,  just  so  long  will  the 
colleges  be  unable  to  insist  upon  a  high 
grade  of  preliminary  education,  and  conse- 
quently will  be  compelled  to  graduate  men 
of  mediocre  standing. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CI  AT  ION  VS.  THE  ARKANSAS 
STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 


The  more  the  matter  is  examined,  the 
more  we  are  convinced  that  the  American 
Medical  Association  made  a  most  inexcusa- 
ble blunder  in  its  action  relating  to  the  rival 
state  medical  societies  of  Arkansas.  We 
'Confidentl3'  look  to  see  the  mistake  rectified 
at  the  meeting,  at  Chicago,  next  June. 
A  Western  conclave  of  learned  physicians 
will  not  be  so  easily  led  away  into  such  dis- 
graceful action  as  characterized  the  Phila- 
delphia assemblage. 

How  the  Association  could  be  brought  to 
disregard  the  plain  provisions  of  its  own 
code,  so  as  to,  in  effect,  punish  a  subordi- 
nate society  for  protecting  a  member  against 
dishonest  accusations  and  for  refusing  to 
Indorse  men  whose  violations  of  the  Code 
of  Ethics  were  open  and  notorious, 'is  more 
than  we  are  able  to  understand. 

More  light  is  evidently  necessar}^,  and 
the  members  of  the  Judicial  Council  might 
do  worse  than  to  set  themselves  right  before 
the  profession  on  the  subject  of  their  action 
in  this  case. 

[Dr.  Jennings,  Secretary  of  the  new 
State  Societ}^,  has  sent  us  a  communication 
in  reference  to  medical  affairs  in  that  State, 
but  too  late  for  further  notice  in  this 
number.] 


♦  »  ♦ 


Dr.  Hammond  writes,  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 1st,  that  he  mailed  a  three  page 
article  for  the  Record  on  that  day.  It  has 
failed  to  reach  us,  although  our  issue  has 
been  delaj-ed  several  days  ;  it  is  doubtless 
lost,  a  matter  which  our  readers,  as  well  as 
the  editor,  will  regret  most  deeply. 


♦  ♦  » 


Our  next  will  be  a  students  number^  and 
will  contain  items  of  interest  of  great  im- 
portance to  both  preceptor  and  student. 


» ♦ » 


Notices  of  books  and  pamphlets  re- 
ceived are  crowded  out,  also  several 
reviews. 


§00fe  ^tiixm  mH  '§,mtm. 

Cyclopedia  of  the  Practice  op  Medicine. 
Edited  by  Dr.  H.  von  Ziemssen,  Profes- 
sor of  Clinical  Medicine  in  Munich,  Ba- 
varia. Vol.  XI,  Diseases  of  the  Cere- 
BRO- Spinal  Nerves.  By  Prof.  Wilhelm 
Heinrich  Erb,  of  Heidelberg,  Baden. 
Translated  b}'  Mr.  Henry  Power,  of  Lon- 
don, England.  Albert  H.  Buck,  M.  D., 
New  York,  Editor  of  American  edition. 
8vo,  pp.  XIII-623.  New  York:  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  Street. 
St.  Loui§  :     Brown  &  Holdowaj^,  agents. 

We  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
receipt,  from  the  enterprising  publishers,  of 
Zeimssen's  Cyclopsedia,  so  far  as  issued. 
In  this  number  of  the  Record  we  are  able 
to  offer  a  review  of  only  one  volume,  and 
have  chosen  the  eleventh  for  that  purpose. 
In  our  next  issue  we  hope  to  present  our 
readers  with  analj'ses  of  two  volumes,  the 
fourth  and  the  tenth.  Other  reviews  will 
follow,  as  soon  as  the  volumes  can  be  ex- 
amined by  gentlemen  competent  to  perform 
that  pleasant  duty. 

We  jvould  premise  that  the  work  has  been 
conscientiously  translated  in  full,  with  the 
exception  noted  in  our  June  number ;  that 
it  is  printed  from  large,  clear  type,  on  the 
best  of  paper  ;  and  that  the  publishers  have 
more  than  fulfilled  the  promises  made  in 
their  prospectus.  In  proof  of  this  we  need 
only*  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  vol- 
umes of  from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred 
pages  were  promised,  and  that  the  work,  as 
presented  to  the  American  reader,  is  com- 
posed of  volumes  of  from  five  hundred  to 
one  thousand  pages  each  (vol.  iv,  805  pages, 
vol.  vi,  over  1,000  pages).  We  confess  we 
do  not  see  how  the  publishers  are  to  be  re- 
paid for  the  vast  expense  of  their  under- 
taking, considering  the  very  moderate  price 
at  which  the  work  is  offered.  Only  large 
sales  will  do  this,  and  we  hope  that  each  of 
our  readers  will  subscribe,  that  a  most  ex- 
cellent work  may  be  encouraged,  and  that 
they,  themselves,  may  profit  thereby. 

Prof.   Erb,    of  Heidelberg,    although   a 
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3'oung  man  (age  36  3'ears),  like  several  of 
the  authors  of  the  C3'clopoedia,  has  already 
distinguished  himself  as  an  original  worker 
in  science,  and  we  are  confident  that  the 
present  volume  Avill  add  greatlj^  to  his  repu- 
tation. 

Professor  Erb  makes  two  classes  of  the 
diseases  of  the  peripheral  cerebro-spinal 
nerves  :  functional  affections  or  neuroses, 
and  anatomical  or  organic  diseases — this 
division  will,  doubtless,  be  adhered  to 
throughout  that  portion  of  the  Cj^clopsedia 
devoted  to  nervous  diseases.  He  admits 
that  this  division  is  merely  arbitrar}^,  and 
looks  for  the  time  when  the  two  classes  shall 
be  fused  into  one,  by  the  discovery  of  defi- 
nite organic  changes  in  relation  with  ever}^ 
'' functional"  aflfection. 

The  Neuroses  occupy  much  the  larger 
portion  of  the  volume,  and  the  sensory  neu- 
roses, naturall}^,  first  attract  his  attention. 
The  physiology  of  the  sensory  apparatus, 
and  the  modus  operandi  of  the  production 
of  pain  are  well  elucidated.  As  this  is  a 
subject  still  under  discussion,  we  give  the 
author's  views  in  his  own  words:  "We 
hold  that  ever}^  increase  of  ordinary  sensory 
stimuli  is  capable  of  producing  pain,  as 
soon  as  it  attains  a  certain  intensit}?". 
Every  excitation,  the  intensit}^  of  which 
exceeds  certain  limits,  every  molecular 
change  of  the  centripetal  series,  induced  by 
an  abnormally  strong  stimulus,  is  perceiv- 
ed as  pain." 

Erb  declines  to  give  a  definition  of  neu- 
ralgia, but  gives  the  following  characteristic 
points  :  ' '  The  limitation  of  the  pain  to  a 
definite  trunk  or  branch  of  a  nerve,  and  its 
ramifications ;  shooting  pains  along  the 
course  of  the  nerve  and  their  spontaneous 
recurrence  without  an}-  apparent  external 
cause ;  the  paroxysmal  character  of  the 
pain,  w^hich  presents  distinct  intermissions 
or  remissions  ;  the  absence  of  disease  in 
other  organs  of  the  part  (except  those  of 
the  nervous  S3^stem  itself) ,  and  the  absence 
of  any  remarkable  disturbance  of  the  gen- 
eral health." 


With  Anstie,  he  regards  the  hereditary 
neuropcUhic  predisposition  as  playing  the 
greater  part  in  the  etiology  of  neuralgia,  of 
course,  as  a  predisposing  cause.  Hardly 
sufficient  importance,  we  think,  is  attached 
to  malaria  as  an  exciting  cause.  The  sec- 
tions upon  the  symptomatology  of  neuralgia 
are  very  full  and  complete. 

In  relation  to  the  prognosis  he  is  much 
more  hopeful  than  former  writers,  we  refer 
here  particularl}^  to  that  variety  described 
by  Trousseau  as  tic  epileptiforme . 

In  relation  to  treatment  our  author  dis- 
plays a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  litera- 
ture of  the  subject  and  especiall}^  of  the 
great  advances  made  in  recent  times  by  the 
application  of  electricity  and  h3'podermic 
medication  to  the  therapeutics  of  neurotic 
affections. 

The  contributions  to  our  knowledge  made 
by  Americans  are  freel}^  used,  and  we  note 
frequent  references  to  the  observations  of 
Weir  Mitchell,  Beard  and  Rockwell,  Carno- 
chan  and  others. 

As  between  neurotomy  and  neurectomy 
he  gives  the  preference  to  the  former.  He 
concludes  thus  :  "  The  conviction  is  thus 
forced  upon  the  mind  that  the  strong  peri- 
pheric stimulus  of  the  operation  is  the 
cause — though  in  what  mode  it  acts  is  not 
ver}^  obvious — of  the  disappearance  of  the 
neuralgia,  and  that,  like  strong  counter- 
stimulation  of  the  skin,  it  acts  as  an  ener- 
getic nervous  alterant,  and  thus  leads  to  at 
least  temporar}^  recover3^"  Repeated  sec- 
tions of  the  nerve  at  the  same  point  are 
advised  rather  than  exsections  requiring 
tedious,  and  frequently  dangerous,  opera- 
tions. 

Nussbaum's  operation  of  stretching  the 
nerve  trunk  for  the  relief  of  neuralgia  is 
cautiousl3'  recommended  to  further  obser- 
vation. 

Neuralgia  of  the  individual  nerves  is 
treated  of  in  admirable  st3'le. 

When  considering  the  subject  of  the 
treatment  of  sciatica  our  author  gives  the 
following  sly  hit  at  the  composer  of  Munich  : 
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' '  It  ma}'  be  added  that  the  ancients  regard- 
ed music  as  a  remed}-  for  sciatica — certainl}^ 
without  any  conception  of  the  achievements 
of  the  most  modern  school  of  mu  ic." 

The  different  forms  of  anaesthesia — cuta- 
neous and  muscular — are  next  considered. 
The  phj'siolog}"  of  the  subject  is  well  dis- 
cussed, as  well  as  the  modes  of  testing  the 
condition  of  a  patient  as  regards  the  differ- 
ent forms  of  sensibilit}'. 

Neuroses  of  the  gustatorj^  and  olfactory 
nerves  next  receive  full  consideration, 

Neuroses  of  the  motor  nerves  are  treated 
of  at  great  length  as  their  importance  de- 
mands. Not  the  least  important  portion 
of  this  section  is  the  epitome  of  electriza- 
tion given  in  the  sub- section  on  the  mode  of 
examining  motility  aud  motor  apparatus. 

Spasms  in  general  are  well  discussed.  In 
reference  to  prognosis  and  treatment  our 
author  is  not  able  to  speak  so  cheeringl}'  as 
of  neuralgia. 

In  the  treatment-  of  clonic  spasm  of  the 
diaphragm  (hiccough) ,  which  is  so  often  a 
source  of  anxiet}'  to  the  phj'sician,  Erb 
recommends  the  application  of  the  Faradic 
brush  (full  strength)  to  the  epigastrium  and 
hj'pochondria,  also  galvanization  of  the 
neck  and  transmission  of  a  constant  current 
through  the  mastoid  processes. 

Writers'  cramp  and  allied  affections  are 
described  more  full}-  than  we  have  seen 
■elsewhere. 

But  our  notice  has  already  exceeded  our 
limits  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  omit  a  full 
consideration  of  a  most  important  subject — 
l^aralysis  in  general — as  well  as  anything 
more  than  a  mere  mention  of  the  second 
part  of  the  work.  Anatomical  Diseases  of 
the  Peripheral  Nerves. 

We  heartily  commend  this  volume  to  the 
j)rofession  and  hope  it  will  find  many  read- 
ers among  those  who  think  that  nervous 
diseases  belong  to  the  specialist  exclu- 
sively ;  and  we  look  forward  with  lively 
interest  to  the  forthcoming  volumes  which 
are  to  complete  the  subject  of  Nervous  Dis- 
eases in  Ziemssen's  adnfirable  C^xlopsedia. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Materia  Medioa 
AND  Therapeutics.  By  Roberts  Bartho- 
low,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  The- 
ory and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clini- 
cal Medicine,  and  formerly  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  etc. ,  etc.  Pages 
XI-537.  New  York :  I).  Appleton  & 
Co.     St.  Louis:     G-ra^-,  Baker  &  Co. 

In  the  field  of  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutics, American  medical  literature  is  well 
represented  by  the  extremel}^  valuable 
works  of  Stille  and  Wood,  3'et  the  treatises 
of  the  authors  named  are  so  extensive  and 
exhaustive  as  to  interfere  with  their  useful- 
ness to  the  student  and  ordinary  practi- 
tioner. There  have  been  many  manuals 
attempted,  but  the  error  has  always  been  in 
the  other  direction.  Thej  have  been  mere 
compends,  bristling  with  hard  names  and 
an  array  of  figures  which  onl}'  the  most 
retentive  memoiy  is  capable  of  holding* 
The  therapeutic  portion  of  these  hand- 
books has  been  equalh'  unsatisfactory. 

We  are  confident  that  Prof.  Bartholow's 
new  book  will  be  found  of  great  value  to 
every  medical  man  who  cares  for  what  is 
really  practical  and  would  prefer  the  results 
of  long  practice  and  patient  experimenta- 
tion to  the  history  of  all  the  theories  which 
have  ever  been  advanced  in  relation  to  the 
individual  action  of  medicinal  agents.  The 
author  has  long  been  noted  for  the  remark- 
ably clear  ideas  he  has  put  forward  regard- 
ing the  phj^siological  and  therapeutic  action 
of  remedies,  and  the  happy  wa}^  in  which 
he  conveys  these  ideas  to  others.  These 
qualities  are  very  manifest  in  the  work  be- 
fore us. 

The  scheme  of  classification  is  novel  and 
simple.  A  vast  improvement,  it  seems  to 
us,  upon  some  which  have  gone  before  it, 
certainly  an  improvement  on  the  hap-hazard 
system  of  Wood. 

The  subject  of  alimentation  is  treated  of 
in  an  elaborate  manner ;  a  feature  to  be 
highl}"  commended. 

The  physiological  antagonism  of  reme- 
dies to  each  other  and  to   disease  is   illus- 
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trated  b}^  maii}^  examples.  We  regard  the 
author's  demonstrations  of  this  principle  as 
of  the  highest  importance,  and  as  consti- 
tuting a  real  advance  in  our  knowledge  of 
the  rational  treatment  of  disease. 

Our  space  is  too  limited  to  give  our  read- 
ers an  anal3^sis  of  the  different  sections  of 
the  work  ;  we  must  be  content  with  a  brief 
resume  of  his  views  on  of  some  of  the  more 
important  new  remedies.  Before  doing  so 
w^e  shall  quote  his  opinion  of  that  "lost 
art " — blood-letting  :  ' '  The  author  is  to  be 
ranked  with  those  who  do  not  employ  gen- 
eral blood-letting,  but  he  does  not  denj^  that 
it  is  occasionally^  useful ;  and  that,  indeed, 
it  ma}^  be  indispensible." 

Again,  after  enumerating  various  acute 
affections  in  which  venesection  has  been 
emplo3^ed,  and  giving  the  indications  for 
its  use,  he  says:  "Although  it  ig  unde- 
niable that  .the  important  results  above 
mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  general 
bleeding,  it  is  equall}^  certain  that  as  good 
results  in  most  of  the  conditions  uislj  be 
had  by  other  methods."  Considerable  at- 
tention is  devoted  to  cupping  and  leeching 
in  various  affections  of  the  head,  uterus, 
etc. ,  after  which  he  observes  : 

"  Although  good  results  are  obtained  by 
the  local  abstraction  of  blood  in  the  dis- 
eases above  mentioned,  the  author  must 
express  his  conviction  that  the  chief  utility 
of  cupping  and  leeching  consists  not  in  the 
blood  withdrawn,  but  in  the  derivant  and 
counter-irritatant  effect  which  they  produce. 
Bry  cups,  a  mustard  plaster,  a  turpentine 
stupe,  or  other  counter-irritant  application, 
may  render  the  painful  process  of  cupping 
or  leeching  unnecessary." 

He  considers  the  eucalyptus,  so  much 
extolled  of  late,  for  its  anti-malarial  prop- 
erties, as  far  inferior  to  quinine,  but  of  the 
very  highest  value  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the 
bladder. 

H3Tlrastia  (from  Hydrastis  canadensis) 
he  considers  as  ranking  next  to  quinia  in 
the  treatment  of  intermittents.  Hj^drastia, 
the  alkaloid,  is  not  to  be  confounded  with 


the  electic  preparation,  hydrastin,  which 
consists  mostly  of  muriate  of  berberin,  and 
has  not  the  same  properties. 

Jaborandi  (pilocarpus  pinnatus)  receives 
considerable  attention.  Its  therapeutic 
uses  are  not  yet  verj^  well  known,  but  its 
physiological  action  (producing  profuse- 
perspiration  and  transient  salivation)  indi- 
cates that  it  will  certainl}^  prove  of  great 
utility  when  it  shall  have  been  fairly  tested .- 
It  has  been  used  with  success  in  drops}', 
hydrothorax,  uraemia  and  diabetes  insipi- 
dus. Calabar  bean  is  not  considered  of 
much  therapeutic  value.  Conium  is  recom- 
mended in  acute  mania.  Strangety  enough,, 
nothing  is  said  of  its  use  in  idiocy,  demen- 
tia, etc.,  nor  for  producing  euthanasia  1 
Some  St.  Louis  ph3'Sicians  could  give  Prof.- 
Bartholow  some  valuable  hints  on  this  point. 

Altogether,  we  consider  the  work  one  of 
great  value,  and  hope  it  will  be  widel}'  read, 
and  that  the  teachings  of  the  author  will  be-- 
heeded  and  his  example,  as  an  original 
experimenter  and  close  observer,  imitated. 

A  Manual  of  Percussion  and  Ausculta- 
tion ;  of  the  Ph3^sical  Diagnosis  of  Dis- 
eases of  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  and  of 
Thoracic  Aneurism.  By  Austin  Flint,. 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  the.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical 
Medicine  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medi- 
cal College,  etc.,  etc.  12mo,  pp.  255. 
Philadelphia:  H.  C.  Lea,  1876.  St. 
Louis :  St.  Louis  Book  &  News  Co. 
Price  $1  75. 

Prof.  Austin  Flint  has,  probably,  the- 
most  widel3^-extended  reputation  as  a 
teacher  of  the  pl\ysical  diagnosis  of  dis- 
eases of  the  heart  and  lungs,  of  an3^man 
living,  hence  few  words  of  commendation 
are.  necessary  in  introducing  to  notice  a  new 
work  from  his  pen.  The  manual  before  us 
will  be  eagerl3^  sought  b3'  all  who  conscien- 
tiously desire  to  be  skillful  practitioners  of 
medicine,  and  we  hardh^  need  sa3%  will 
meet  all  reasonable  expectations.  In  the 
stud3^  of  auscultation  and  percussion,  a  liv- 
ing teacher  is  almost  indispensible,  the 
living  subject  is  a  %me  qua  non.     With  the 
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aid  of  this  book  the  first-named  requisite  is 
substituted  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  a  book 
to  be  a  substitute. 

Prof.  Flint  modestl}^  claims  whatever 
credit  there  may  be  in  the  use  of  ' '  respira- 
torj^percussion,"  since  elaborated  by  Dr. 
Da  Costa.  He  seems  to  have  proved  his 
claim.  We  cordially  commend  this  valu- 
able manual  to  the  profession  at  large, 
but  more  especiall}^  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  students  who  can  scarcelj^  afford  to 
omit  purchasing  and  reading  it. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the 
Eye.  By  Robert  Brudenell  Carter,  F.  P. 
C.  S.,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  St.  G-eorge's 
Hospital ;  Surgeon  to  the  Ro3^al  South 
London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  etc.,  etc., 
etc.  With  one  hundred  and  twentj^-four 
illustrations.  Edited,  with  additions  and 
test-tj'pes,  by  John  Green,  M.  D.  Pages 
505.  Philadelphia :  Henrj^  C.  Lea. 
1876.  St.  Louis:  Gray,  Baker  &  Co., 
407  N.  Fourth  street. 

Every  general  practitioner  has  felt  the 
need  of  having  some  plain,  practical  work 
upon  diseases  of  the  eye  to  refer  to,  which 
would  enable  him  to  treat  ordinary  cases, 
and,  more  important  still  for  his  patients' 
good  and  his  own  reputation,  qualify  him 
to  determine  which  cases  are  beyond  his 
reach  and,  hence,  necessary-  to  be  sent  to  a 
specialist.  Dr.  Carter's  work  has  been 
known  for  some  time  to  the  profession  as 
one  which  fills  these  requirements,  but  from 
being  issued  in  England,  and  necessarily  of 
high  price,  it  has  been  practically  inacces- 
sible to  the  great  majority  of  those  who 
would  be  particularly  benefitted  by  its  peru- 
sal. Now,  however,  this  diflflculty  has  been 
removed,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  our 
distinguished  townsman.  Dr.  John  Green, 
has  taken  upon  himself  the  labor  of  prepar- 
ing this  excellent  work  for  its  appearance 
before  the  American  public. 

Dr.  Green  has  not  confined  his  labors  to 
merely  editing  the  book,  but  his  numerous 
additions  to  the  text  are  of  great  value  and 
the  sheet  of  test  types,  added  to  the  volume, 
are  recommended  by   the  author  as  far  su- 


perior to  those  of  Snellen,  in  ordinary  use 
in  this  country  and  abroad. 

The  enterprising  publisher  has,  as  is  hi& 
custom,  presented  the  book  in  most  excel- 
lent st^de  and  at  a  ver}^  moderate  price. 

We  congratulate  the  author  upon  hliving 
his  work  introduced  to  the  American  public 
by  so  able  an  editor  as  Dr.  Green,  whose 
original  labors  in  the  field  of  ophthalmology 
have  made  him*  as  well  known  across  the 
ocean  as  at  home. 

Lectures  on  Fever.  Delivered  in  the  The- 
atre of  the  Meath  Hospital  and  County  of 
Dublin  Infirmary.  By  William  Stokes, 
M.  D.,  D.  C.  L.  Oxon.,  F.  P.  S.,  Pegius 
Professor  of  Phj^sic  in  the  University  of 
Dublin,  Physician  to  the  Queen  in  Ire- 
land. Edited  by  John  William  Moore,. 
M.  D.,  F.  K.  Q.  C.  P.,  Assistant  Physi- 
cian to  the  Cork  Street  Fever  Hospital, 
etc.  Pages  XVI-264.  Philadelphia  i 
Hemy  C.  Lea.  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gra}',, 
Baker  &  Co. 

The  work  now  under  consideration  is 
pretty  well  known  to  the  profession,  from 
having  been  presented  during  the  last  two 
■years,  in  full,  to  the  readers  of  Mr.  Lea's 
Medical  JSfeivs  and  Library.  We  shall  con- 
tent ourselves  with  presenting  some  of  the- 
more  pronounced  of  the  author's  views  ^ 
hoping  that  our  readers  will  examine  the 
book  in  person,  and  derive  from  it  many 
valuable  practical  hints,  as  they  cannot  fail 
to  do  if  they  study  it  with  attention. 

After  deploring  the  unjustifiable  separa- 
tion of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  British 
Empire,  he  speaks  of  the  diflflculty  of  un- 
learning erroneous  doctrines,  of  the  indo- 
lence of  some  and  the  pride  of  others  which 
prevent  unlearning^  and  of  the"  fact  that  so 
many  students  have  never  been  taught  how 
to  teach  themselves.  "I  believe*  that  no 
man  can  be  fully  and  entirely  taught  any- 
thing.    He  must  teach  himself." 

The  antipyretic  treatment  of  fevers  is. 
condemned  in  advance  (page  9).  "The 
formula  of  contraria  contrariis  has  as  little 
title  to  respect  in  legitimate  medicine  as. 
that  of  similia  similihus  in  quacker}^" 
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Our  fiiitlior  adopts  the  doctrine  of  cliange 
of  t3'pe  in  disease  from  the  sthenic  to  as- 
thenic, and  defends  the  old  writers  in  their 
advocac}'  of  blood-letting  in  essential  fevers, 
though  he  admits  that  the  use  of  the  lancet 
was  abused  at  times.  He  saj's  that  the 
'• '  change  of  tj^pe  "  occurred  at  the  time  of 
the  first  epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera.  An- 
other change  in  the  reverse  direction  is 
predicted,  and  he  thinks  h(?  now  sees  indi- 
cations of  the  change. 

Stokes  declines  to  define  "fever,"  but 
describes  it  as  follows  :  "A  condition  of 
existence  without  any  known  or  necessary 
local  anatomical  change  and  subject  to  new 
laws  different  from  those  of  health."  This 
description,  of  course,  is  a  general  one. 
The  specific  characteristics  of  fevers  are  : 
their  subjection  to  the  law  of  periodicit}^, 
their  liability  to  generate  or  produce  vari- 
ous organic  changes  in  different  parts  of  the 
sj'stem,  and  their  transmissibilit}^  by  con- 
tagion. It  will  be  observed  that  elevation 
of  bodily  temperature  is  not  even  alluded 
to  in  this  description. 

■In  respect  to  the  causation  of  fevers,  he 
accepts  the  theor}^  of  specific  contagia  for 
the  exanthemata,  but  rejects  it  in  cases  of 
.t373hus  and  tj^phoid.  He  saj^s  (page  25)  : 
■"  the  same  exciting  cause,  at  least  as  far  as 
we  can  see  of  it,  is  capable  of  producing 
different  kinds  of  fever  in  different  per- 
sons." The  student  should  correct  this 
teaching  by  a  stud}^  of  the  writings  of  more 
modern  authors. 

The  portion  of  the  book  devoted  to  the 
:S3'mptomatology  of  fever,  is  full  of  excellent 
description,  although  all  that  is  said  in  re- 
lation to  temperature  is  contained  in  ap- 
pendix B,  about  two  pages,  and  by  another 
hand.  He  does  not  recognize  the  fact  that 
the  nervous  symptoms,  and  tissue  changes, 
in  great  part,  are  caused  b}^  the  high  bodil}^ 
temperature. 

The  second  part  of  the  book,  upon  the 
treatment  of  fever,  is  equally  defective  from 
the  same  cause,  the  non-recognition  of  the 
fact  that  the  high  temperature  is  a  source  of 


danger  and  an  important,  the  most  import- 
ant, S3'mptom  to  meet  with  appropriate 
remedial  measures.  Cold  affusion  and  ice 
to  the  head  are  mentioned  in  one  place  onl3^ 
(pages  238-240) ,  and  then  in  reference  to 
the  controlling  of  delirium  and  insomnia — 
nothing  whatever  is  said  of  reducing  the 
heat  of  the  entire  bod3^  The  antiphlogistic 
treatment  of  ordinar3'  inflammation  is,  b3^ 
inference,  endorsed  ;  but  for  the  treatment 
of  brain,  lung  and  abdominal  complica- 
tions of  fever,  it  is  generally  condemned. 
Leeches,  cups  and  blisters  are,  however, 
recommended  in  some  cases.  The  greatest 
reliance  is  placed  upon  alimentation  and 
stimulants  in  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of 
fever. 

Dr.  Stokes'  ideas  upon  the  distinctions  to 
be  drawn  between  t3^phus,  t3^phoid,  cerebro- 
spinal and  relapsing  fever  are,  to  say  the 
least,  confusing  to  the  student  and  unworth3^ 
of  the  present  state  of  science. 

Although  we  cannot  advise  the  student 
or  the  3'oung  practitioner  to  read  "  Stokes 
on  Fever  "  when  forming  his  ideas  of  path- 
ology and  practice,  3^et,  to  the  man  who 
would  be  thoroughly  informed  upon  this 
most  important  class  of  diseases  the  book 
is  invaluable.  It  gives  the  result  of  the 
vast  experience  and  close  observation  of  one 
of  the  brightest  medical  men  of  any  age  or 
countr3\ 

Hay  Fever  ;  or  Summer  Catarrh  ;  Its 
Nature  and  Treatment,  including  the 
Early  Form,  or  "  Rose  Cold  ;"  the  Later 
Form,  or  "Autumnal  Catarrh;"  and  a 
Middle  Form,  or  July  Cold,  hitherto  un- 
described.  Based  on  original  researches 
and  observations,  and  containing  statis- 
tics and  details  of  several  hundred  cases. 
By  George  M.  Beard,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  12  mo.  pp. 
266.  New  York :  Harper  &  Brothers,  ^ 
1876.     St.  Louis:     Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 

This  little  volume,  by  the  able  editor  of 
the  Archives  of  Electrology  and  Neurology^ 
will  add  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  au- 
thor as  an  accurate   observer   and   original 
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experimenter.  The  book  is  based  on  an 
immense  number  of  facts  laboriously  gath- 
ered and  carefully  collated.  The  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  are  :  that  the  so-called  "Hay 
Fever"  is  a  true  neurosis.  That  it  is  cor- 
related with  other  forms  of  functional  nerv- 
ous derangements.  That  three  factors  enter 
into  its  production:  predisposition,  heat 
following  cold,  and  irritants  (usually  of 
vegetable  origin). 

Preventive  is  held  to  be  better  than  cura- 
tive treatment,  although  the  latter  is  not  so 
powerless  as  usually  supposed. 

Among  the  preventive  measures  suggest- 
ed, a  sea  voyage  never  fails  ;  removal  to  a 
drj^,  elevated  and  cool  region  wards  off  the 
attack  in  most  cases ;  warm  climates  of 
equable  temperature  are  advised  ;  a  tonic 
course  with  quinine,  arsenic  and  galvaniza- 
tion will  prevent  the  attack  in  many  cases, 
or  render  it  less  severe. 

Tonics  and  anodj^nes  are  advised  during 
the  course  of  the  disease  when  once  fully 
established.  Solution  of  quinine  applied 
to  the  irritated  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nose  and  pharynx  relieves  more  subjects 
•than  any  other  single  application. 

Altogether,  the  book  is  a  valuable  one, 
one  that*  will  prove  of  real  utility  to  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  who 
have  to  deal  with  this  obstinate  and  intract- 
able disease,  which  is  ^^early  becoming  more 
common.  It  is  written  in  popular  style  and 
will  be  read  with  benefit  by  the  thousands 
who  annuallj^  flee  to  the  mountains  or  the 
sea  to  escape  the  affection. 

A  Manual  of  Midwifery.  By  Alfred 
Meadows,  M.  D.,  London,  F.  R.  C.  P. 
Fellow  of  King's  College,  London  ;  Phy- 
sician Accoucheur  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Second  American,  from 
the  third  London  edition,  revised  and  en- 
larged, Y/itli  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
illustrations.  8  vo,  490  pages.  Phila- 
delphia:  Lindsay  &,Blakiston,  1876. 
St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.  $3  25. 
Dr.  Meadows'  excellent  manual  has  been 
received  with  much  favor  by  the  American 
profession,  and  the   call  for  a  new  edition 


has  encouraged  the  author  to  make  many 
and  important  improvements.  While  the- 
first  edition  was  designed  and  especially 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  student,  the 
present  one  has  been  enlarged  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  busy 
practitioner  to  a  great  extent.  Special  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  practical 
details  of  the  subjects  discussed,  and  the 
copious  index  added,  will  be  found  to  en- 
hance the  usefulness  of  the  volume. 

We  are  sorry  that  our  author  has  not 
brought  his  work  quite  up  to  date.  This  is 
especially  noticeable  in  the  sections  devoted 
to  the  development  of  the  decidua  and  to 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  There  is  nothing- 
said  of  the  works  of  Engelmann  or  Wil- 
liams, in  relation  to  the  first-named  sub- 
ject, and  Parry's  remarkable  monograph  is 
not  mentioned.  Nor  is  the  operation  of 
Thomas,  of  New  York,  for  the  removal  of 
the  misplaced  ovum  in  tubal  pregnancy,, 
noticed.  In  fact  the  entire  chapter  on 
extra-uterine   pregnancy  is  unsatisfactor}^ 

Dr.  Meadows  is  not  in  favor  of  the  use 
of  the  forceps  in  ordinary  cases.  His  rules 
for  their  employment  are  good  and  well 
stated. 

Under  the  head  of  turning,  he  gives  no 
credit  to  Braxton  Hicks  for  his  rules  for 
the  emploj-ment  of  bimanual  version,  and 
the  action  of  the  hand  applied  externally  to 
assist  the  operation  is  not  suflflcientl}^  in- 
sisted upon. 

In  the  treatment  of  puerperal  convul- 
sions we  consider  his  views  eminently  sound 
and  good.  Anaesthetics  are  considered 
preferable  to  the  old  treatment  by  bleeding, 
blistering,  etc.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
placenta  prsevia.  The  induction  of  prema- 
ture labor  is  strongly  advised. 

The  book  is  a  good  and  safe  one  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  student,  and  its  conven- 
ient size  and  reasonable  price  are  much  in 
its  favor. 

Theory -OF  Medical  Science.  The  Doc- 
trine of  an  Inherent  Power  in  Medicine 
a  Fallacy.     The  Ultimate  Special  Prop- 
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erties  of  Yitality  and  the  LaAvs  of  Vital 
Force  Constitute  the  Fundamental  Basis 
of  Medical  Philosopl^y  and  Science.     By 
William  R.  Dunham,  M.  D.     Pages  150. 
Boston :      James    Campbell,    publisher. 
1876.     Sc.  Louis:  G-ray,  Baker  &  Co. 
The   author  says  that    "a  revolution  in 
medical  philosophy  is  inevitable.''     We  have 
carefull}'  read  and  examined  the  entire  work 
and  find   nothing  very  revolutionary  in  it. 
The  idea  expressed,  that  which  is  supposed 
by  the  author  to  be  new,  is  that  "  the  rela- 
tion of  materia  medica  and  poisons  to  the 
human  organism  is  not  one  of  power,  but 
one  of  cause  "     Vital  force  is  considered  to 
be  something  sui  generis,  which  acts  in  an 
Intelligent  manner  to   use  material  that  is 
^'usable,"  ©r   to  reject  that  which   is  not 
usable.     Before  our  author  rushes  into  print 
again,   we  hope  that  he  will  devote  some 
little   time  to   the  study  of  grammar   and 
logic ;    his   next  effort   may   be  something 
*'  usable." 

The  book  is  issued  in  fine  style,  and,  ex- 
iernally,  is  worthy  of  the  publisher  of  the 
admirable  books  of  Kiiss  and  Simon. 


Pfe^^ttmt^jiu^  ^0U^, 


Prof.  Huxley  is  now  in  this  country,  he 
will  deliver  three  lectures,  in  New  York,  on 
the  direct  evidence  of  evolution.  Huxley 
is  known  as  one  of  the  ablest  expounders 
of  the  Darwinian  theory,  hence  his  utter- 
ances will  be  listened  to  with  profound 
attention. 

Death  of  Hirshfeld. — M.  L.  Hirshfeld, 
the  eminent  anatomist,  died  at  Varsovia, 
his  birth-place,  April  28th,  aged  sixty-two 
3^ears.  He  studied  in  the  Universities  of 
Breslau,  Berlin  and  Paris.  His  original 
researches  and  observations  place  his  name 
high,  if  not  the  highest,  on  the  list  of  the 
great  anatomists  of  the  present  centur}^ 

Canine  Measles. — The  case  is  reported 
b}^  Dr.  Squire,  of  London.  A  dog  licked 
the  hand  of  a  child  who  had  the  rash  of 
measles  at  its  height.  Catarrhal  symptoms 
were  developed  in  this  animal  on  the  twelfth 
day,  he  had  coryza  for  two  days,  and  died  on 


the  fourth  day  of  sickness  from  congestion 
of  the  throat  and  bronchi.  The  Epidemo- 
logical  Societ}^,  of  London,  to  whom  the 
case  was  reported,  considered  it  a  true  case 
of  measles  in  the  dog. 


wmt  ^m^. 


The  health  of  the  city  continues  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception 
of  malarial  fevers,  which  are  quite  preva- 
lent and  of  a  severe  type.  No  epidemic  of 
any  kind. 

The  Colleges  have  opened  their  hospi- 
table doors,  and  a  large  number  of  students 
are  already  enrolled.  The  preliminary 
term  is  being  well  attended,  we  understand, 
at  both  regular  schools. 

St.  Boniface  Hospital. — This  fine  insti- 
tution, situated  in  a  very  excellent  location 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  is  now 
open  for  the  reception  of  patients.  Its 
medical  staff  has  recentlj^  been  reorganized, 
and  a  free  dispensary  for  the  relief  of  the 
worthy  poor  will  be  immediately  estab- 
lished, near  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Steins 
streets,  Carondelet. 

The  dispensary  will  be  supported  by  vol- 
untary contributions  only,  and  will,  without 
doubt,  relieve  much  suffering  during  the 
approaching  cold  season,  without,  burdening 
the  Board  of  Health  or  the  municipal  or 
county  authorities. 

Both  hospital  and  dispensary  are  con- 
ducted b}^  the  Franciscan  Sisters. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  volun- 
teered tlieir  services  and  compose  the  med- 
ical staff: 

Department  of  General  Practice. — N.  L. 
Hornsby,  M.  D.,  A.  Montgomery,  M.  D., 
R.  J.  Reilly,  M.  D. 

.   Department  of  Surgery. — W.  B.  Outten, 
M.  D.,  H.  M.  Starkloff,  M.  D. 

Department  of  Dermatology. — Wm.  A. 
Hardawa}^,  M.  D. 

Department  of  Ophthalmology. — Rudolph 
Oebser,  M.  D. 

Department  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and 
Lungs. — R.  H.  Kealhofer,  M.  D. 

Depa.rtment  of  Gynaecology  and  Diseases 
of  Children.— Eug.  C.  Gehrung,  M.  D.,  R. 
J.  Reilly,  M.  D. 

Department  of  Nervous  Disease*s. — W. 
B.  Hazard,  M.  D. 
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NOTES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PHTS- 

lOLOGIGAL    EFFECTS    AND 

THERAPEUTICAL  VALUE 

OF  PICROTOXIN. 


BY  WILLIAM  A.   HAMMOND,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System 

in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  etc. 


Picrotoxin,  the  active  principle  of  Coccu- 
lus  Indicus,  has  recently  been  brought  into 
notice  as  an  agent  of  value  in  the  treatment 
of  certain  organic  diseases  of  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord.  M.  Gubler,  of  Paris,  has 
used  it  successfully  in  a  case  of  Glosso- 
labio-laryhgeal  paralysis,  in  the  dose  of  a 
milligramme  (about  the  1-70  of  a  grain) 
administered  daily,  hypodermically,  and  M. 
Dujardin-Beaumetz  has  given  it  in  a  case 
of  epilepsy  with  a  favorable  result.  So  far 
as  I  am  aware,  it  has  not  heretofore  been 
employed  in  this  country  internally.  In- 
deed, Wood  and  Bache,  in  the  United  States 
Dispensitory,  while  giving  formulae  for  the 
external  use  of  picrotoxin  and  Cocculus 
Indicus,  in  certain  skin  affections,  declare 
that  neither  substance  is  to  be  administered 
internally,  and  they  cite  a  case,  reported  by 
Dr.  W.  B.  Thompson,  in  which  death  in  a 
child  six  years  old,  preceded  by  tetanic 
spasms,  and  extremely  contracted  pupils, 
resulted  from  the  application  of  a  strong 
tincture  of  the  fruit  to  the  scalp  for  tinea 
capitis. 

Orfila,*  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  per- 
formed a  series  of  experiments  with  Coculus 
Indicus,  which  showed  it  to  be  a  substance 
possessed  of  very  extraordinary  qualities. 
The  animals — dogs — to  which  it  was  given 
in  doses  of  about  two  hundred  grains,  were 


♦Toxicologic  Generale,  1843, 1. 11,  p.  499. 


seized,  soon  afterwards,  with  trembling, 
violent  tonic  and  clonic  convulsions  of  the 
limbs  and  face,  opisthotonos,  and  a  power- 
ful tendency  to  go  backwards,  or  to  turn 
back  somersets.  These  phenomena  then 
temporarily  disappeared,  to  reappear  in  a 
short  time  with  renewed  force  and  to  end  in 
death. 

Orfila's  experiments  with  picrotoxin 
were  to  the  same  effect,  but  the  manifesta- 
tions were  less  marked,  owing,  doubtless, 
to  the  smaller  proportional  quantity  admin- 
istered. 

Subsequently,  Dr.  R.  M.  Glover*  per- 
formed a  series  of  experiments  with  picro- 
toxin, which,  although  not  attracting  the  at- 
tention they  deserved,  revealed  very  clearly 
the  physiological  properties  of  the  substance. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  results  of  Dr. 
Glover's  investigations,  I  quote  the  follow- 
ing detailed  account  of  his  second  experi- 
ment: 

"  A  bull-dog  had  thirty  grains  of  the 
poison  inserted  under  the  skin  of  the  axilla. 
In  ten  minutes  tremors  came  on.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  had  a  stool  and  began 
to  run  backwards.  He  then  stopped  and 
commenced  to  make  forward  movements 
with  his  fore-paws,  as  if  swimming,  and  to 
scratch  the  ground  with  his  fore-feet.  At 
the  twentieth  minute  he  vomited  and  seemed 
to  have  little  power  over  his  limbs  ;  in  two 
minutes  more  he  passed  urine  and  feces, 
and  again  began  to  scratch  the  ground. 
Frequent  vomiting  and  salivation  ensued, 
and  he  had  bloody  stools.  At  about  the 
twenty-seventh  minute  there  were  tremors 
of  the  whole  body  and  backward  move-  ^ 
ments  of  the  head.  He  continued  thus, 
frequently  passing  urine  and  bloody  stools, 
and  occasionally  moaning.  In  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  he  had  a  violent  spasm  of 
opisthotonos.  He  had,  also,  several  of  the 
backward  movements.  A  bloody  discharge 
was  constantly  flowing  from  the  rectum, 
and  saliva  from  the  mouth.     The  breathing 


*On  the  Physiological  Properties  of  Picrotoxin.  Ed- 
inburgh  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  Vol-  XII. 
1851.,  p.  305. 
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liiborious,  and  t}ie  heart's  action  frequent. 
The  spasms  of  opisthotonos  became  abso- 
Intel}'  dreadful.  In  their  interval  the  ani- 
mal staggered  and  occasionally  fell  down, 
with  dilated  pupils  and  blood-shot  ej^es. 
He  would  sometimes  batter  the  ground  with 
his  head,  and  grind  and  gnash  his  teeth  so 
that  the  sound  could  be  heard  for  some  dis- 
tance. The  mouth  was  filled  with  dust, 
and  blood}\  At  about  the  second  hour  the 
sj'mptoms  began  to  abate  somewhat,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  day  he  got  gradually 
better." 

' '  In  three  days  he  got  comparatively 
well,  but  still  had  constant  tremors,  was 
stupid  and  had  little  appetite.  I  now  in- 
serted two  scruples  under  the  skin  of  the 
groin.  The  S3'mptoms  were  verjr  similar  to 
those  which  occurred  in  the  first  experiment. 
The  retrograde  movements  were  occasion- 
ally ver}'  distinct,  and  the  animal  while 
lying  on  the  ground  would  sometimes  work 
himself  round  in  a  circle.  At  the  forty- 
fifth  minute  he  got  up  and  rushed  forward, 
a  terrific  object,  the  saliva 'and  bloody  foam 
flying  in  sheets  from  his  mouth  and  his 
eyes  glaring.  He  suddenly  stopped,  ran 
right  backwards,  and  was  seized  with  a  vi- 
olent fit  of  tetanus,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
was  dead." 

"  On  opening  the  body,  the  facts  and  ap- 
pearances observed  were  as  follows  : — Al- 
most total  extinction  of  the  muscular  irrita- 
bility ;  the  heart  was  irritable,  the  auricles 
much  more  so  than  the  ventricles.  Both 
cavities  of  the  heart  were  distended  with 
black,  fluid  blood  ;  the  lungs,  though  some- 
what darker  than  natural,  were  crepitant 
and  collapsed.  The  stomach  and  intestines 
showed  considerable  marks  of  irritation. 
The  peristaltic  action  went  on.  The  brain 
and  its  membranes  were  greatly  congested, 
especially  the  lower  portion,  the  cerebellum^ 
corpora  quadrigemina  and  upper  portion  of 
the  spinal  cord.  There  was  much  blood}^ 
serum  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain." 

From   this   and   other  experiments,  Dr. 
Glover  concludes  that  the  action  of  picro- 


toxin  is  especially  directed  to  the  cerebel- 
lum and  corpora  quadrigemina,  by  which 
action  the  tendency  uniformly  exhibited  to 
go  backwards  is  a  special  result.  He  re- 
gards his  investigations  as  bearing  a  close 
relation  to  those  of  Flourens,  in  which 
these  organs  were  removed. 

He  also  shows  that  the  spinal  cord  was 
powerfulljT-  affected  ;  and,  in  the  animals  in 
which  the  examinations  were  made,  that 
the  bodily  temperature  was  extraordinarily 
augmented.  In  one  case,  on  cutting  the 
muscles  of  the  chest,  immediately  after 
death,  they  were  found  to  be  absolutely 
Jiot,  a  thermometer  was  inserted  into  them 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  instantly  rose  to 
115'^,  above  which  point  it  was  not  gradu- 
ated. 

It  will  therefore  be  at  once  perceived  that 
in  picrotoxin  we  have  an  agent  capable  of 
producing  very  decided  effects,  and  one 
which  we  should,  a  priori,  expect  to  be  of 
great  value  in  certain  diseases  of  the  ner- 
vous system. 

My  own  experiments  with  the  substance, 
performed  upon  dogs,  have  been  equally 
conclusive  with  those  of  Dr.  Glover.  I 
found  that  ten  grains,  hypodermicall}^  ad- 
ministered in  solution  in  water,  were  suflS- 
cient  to  produce  death ;  the  ante  mortem 
phenomena  not  differing  essential^  from 
those  noticed  by  Dr.  Glover.  My  object, 
however,  being  at  present  more  to  give  the 
results  of  my  experience  with  picrotoxin  as 
a  remedial  agent  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease, I  reserve  for  another  occasion  the 
fuller  discussion  of  its  physiological  prop- 
erties. 

The  phenomena  exhibited  when  picrotox- 
in is  given  in  large  doses  to  healthj'  ani- 
mals, as  well  as  the  post  mortem  appear- 
ances, go  to  show  that  it  is  a  powerful 
cerebro-spinal  excitant.  It  would  hence  be 
inferred  that  it  would  be  useful  in  those 
cases  in  which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  im- 
prove the  nutrition  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord  by  increasing  the  amount  of  blood  cir- 


culating in  their    tissue. 


and  in  relieving 
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passive  congestions  through  its  tonic  effect 
upon  the  blood  vessels. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  employed  picro- 
toxin  was  one  of  epilepsy,  the  patient  be- 
ing a  gentleman  who  had  for  several  years 
been  under  treatment  with  various  bromides 
which,  successful  at  first,  had  finally  lost 
all  power  to  control  the  paroxysms.  I  pre- 
scribed for  him  the  one-hundredth  of  a  grain 
of  picrotoxin,  in  pill,  three  times  a  day.  I 
soon  ascertained  that  these  doses  were  too 
small,  no  apparent  efiect  being  produced, 
and  increased  them  to  the  one-fiftieth.  At 
this  time  he  was  having  two,  and  sometimes 
three,  very  severe  paroxysms  weekly,  dur- 
ing which  he  bit  his  tongue  severely,  not- 
withstanding all  preventive  measures.  From 
the  day  on  which  the  doses  were  doubled, 
he  has  not,  as  he  writes  me,  had  a  single 
attack,  although  over  two  months  have 
elapsed. 

Since  then  I  have  used  it  in  forty-three 
cases  of  epilepsy,  occurring  in  persons  of 
both  sexes  and  of  all  ages,  from  childhood 
to  old  age,  and  though  the  period  is  too 
short  for  me  to  express  a  decided  opinion 
relative  to  its  absolute  curative  power  over 
this  terrible  affection,  I  am  confident  its  in- 
fluence is  beneficial.  Not  only  is  the  num- 
ber of  paroxysms  diminished  in  nearly 
every  case,  but  the  force  of  the  seizures  is 
markedly  lessened ;  and,  in  fine,  there  has 
been  an  entire  cessation  of  attacks  which 
previously  were  of  daily  occurrence. 

For  children  of  from  six  to  twelve  years 
of  age  I  give  the  one-hundredth  of  a  grain 
three  times  a  day.  In  those  of  from  twelve 
years  to  twenty  the  fiftieth  ;  while  for  adults 
I  have  carried  it  from  the  fiftieth  to  the 
tenth  of  a  grain  thrice  daily.  Beyond  this 
latter  quantity  I  have  not  yet  had  occasion 
to  venture,  though  judging  from  the  results 
of  larger  doses — five,  ten,  twenty  and  more 
grains — in  dogs,  I  am  quite  sure  it  might 
be  much  more  freely  administered. 

It  should  be  stated  that  in  several  cases 
in  which  some  one  of  the  bromides  was  be- 
ing administered,  there  was  at  first  an  in- 


crease in  the  number  of  attacks  when  picro- 
toxin was  substituted.  Gradually,  how- 
ever, as  the  system  came  under  its  influ- 
ence, this  proclivity  disappeared. 

Doubtless,  there  are  cases  of  epilepsy 
that  would  be  aggravated  by  treatment  with 
picrotoxin,  and  some  of  those  now  under 
treatment  may  be  of  this  category,  but  the 
short  time  which  has  elapsed  is  scarcely 
sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  fact.  It  can 
only  be  determined  by  greatly  increased  ex- 
perience, and  it  is  with  the  view  of  inducing 
others  to  make  use  of  the  agent  in  question 
that  I  have  cited  the  foregoing  cases. 

GJiorea. — In  this  affliction  my  experience 
is  very  decidedly  to  the  effect  that  we  have 
in  picrotoxin  a  remedy  of  great  valup — one 
fally  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  now  in 
general  use.  I  have  treated  seven  cases 
occurring  in  children  under  the  age  of  pu- 
berty with  picrotoxin,  in  doses  of  the  one- 
hundredth  of  a  grain  three  times  a  dsiy. 
Two  of  these  were  free  from  all  choreic 
symptoms  in  fifteen  days,  one  in  twenty 
days,  and  four  are  still  under  treatment, 
though  apparently  gradually  improving. 
Two  cases  in  adults  are  as  yet  not  materi- 
ally benefitted,  though  I  have  increased  the 
doses  to  the  one-twenty- fifth  of  a  grain.  I 
propose  to  carry  them  very  considerably 
higher  if  necessary. 

Anapeiratic  Paralysis. — In  one  case  of 
this  affection,  produced  by  excessive  use  of 
the  pen,  in  a  copying  clerk,  I  am  using  pic- 
rotoxin with  apparent  benefit.  If  the  dis- 
ease is,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
due  to  exhaustion  of  nerve -cells  in  anatom- 
ical and  physiological  relation  with  the 
affected  muscles,  this  remedy  ought,  on 
sound  theoretical  grounds,  to  be  of  service 
in  promoting  the  nutrition  of  the  over- 
worked organs.  As  yet  the  time  of  treat- 
ment in  the  case  in  question  has  not  been 
sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the  point. 
The  patient  takes  the  fiftieth  of  a  grain 
three  times  a  day. 

Spinal  Irritation. — In  spinal  irritation, 
or  anaemia  of  the  posterior  columns  of  the 
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cord,  m}^  experience  with  picrotoxin  has 
been  gained  by  treating  eleven  cases  in 
part  with  the  remedy — the  other  measures, 
however,  consisting  of  counter  irritation  and 
the  moderate  use  of  malt  liquors,  light  wines, 
and,  in  a  few  cases,  brandy.  As  this  disease 
almost  always  disappears  under  treatment 
calculated  to  improve  the  nutrition  of  the 
cord,  and  to  stimulate  -the  vaso-motor  sys- 
tem, I  am  not  able  to  say  more  in  favor  of 
picrotoxin  than  that  it  apparently  simply 
fulfils  the  place  of  strychnia  and  phos- 
phorus. 

In  those  serious  organic  affections  of  the 
cord,  consisting  essentially  of  low  chronic 
inflammatory  processes — progressive  mus- 
cular atrophy,  glosso-labio-laryngeal  paraly- 
sis and  locomotor  ataxia,  for  instance, 
picrotoxin  will  probably  be  found  advanta- 
geous. I  am  now  using  it  in  a  case  of  the 
first  named  affection,  the  subject  of  a  re- 
cent clinical  lecture  before  the  class  of  the 
University  Medical  College,  a  case  of  the 
second  is  as  we  have  seen  reported  cured 
from  Paris,  and  several  cases  of  the  third 
are  now  being  treated  b}^  me  with  it,  but 
as  yet  without  definite  result. 

I  have  written  these  notes  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  inviting  attention  to  what,  I  am 
satisfied,  is  a  very  powerful  remedy — one 
capable,  doubtless,  of  doing  both  great 
good  and  great  harm.  No  one,  however, 
can  properly  determine  the  value  of  a  thera- 
peutical agent,  a  matter  which  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  the  continued  experience  of 
many  enquirers,^  each  working  for  himself 
from  his  own  stand-point.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  experience  will  be,  ere 
long,  at  the  service  of  the  profession. 

♦-♦-♦ 

THE  FLOATING  HOSPITAL  OF  ST. 
JOHN'S  GUILD. 


BY  FERD.  C.  VALENTINE,   M.  D., 
Physician  to  the  Floating  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


It  is  noKi  my  purpose  to-day  to  discuss  the 
position  occupied  in  our  profession  by  the 
paedopliolist,   nor  to  cite  reasons,    from  n 


moral  or  sociological  standpoint,  why  his 
mission  is  among  the  most  difficult  as  well 
as  most  arduous  and  fruitless.  The  last 
point — the  fruitlessness  of  his  efforts — has 
a  manifest  cause  in  the  lower  classes,  and 
it  was  to  meet  the  two  grand  indications — 
the  want  of  air  and  food — which  gave  birth 
to  the  Floating  Hospital  of  St.  John's 
Guild. 

This  institution  stands  far  in  the  van  of 
the  many  charitable  organizations  of  New 
York — the  city  which  has  the  reputation  of 
being  the  most  liberal  in  the  world  when- 
ever the  question  of  medical  charities  is 
proposed. 

The  cheering  inquiries  of  many  old  friends 
and  classmates,  as  well  as  the  importuni- 
ties of  the  editor  of  the  Clinical  Record, 
causes  the  hope  to  arise  within  me  that 
dear  old  St.  Louis  will  soon  awake  to  the 
fact  that  it,  too,  has  tenement  houses,  that 
it  has  wretchedness,  misery,  squalor,  filth, 
starvation  and  resultant  crime.  And  also, 
that  it  has  close  by  the  remedy — *'The 
Father  of  Waters "  rolling  down  to  the 
sea — and  if  any  effort  on  my  part  will  cause 
my  old  friends  to  take  the  steps  requisite 
towards  establishing  a  floating  hospital  I 
shall  consider  whatever  I  may  henceforth 
do  in  that  direction  amply  repaid. 

During  my  official  connection  with  the 
institution  I  have  become  satisfied  that  it  is 
an  absolute  necessity,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  any  great  city  can  exist  without 
a  similar  establishment,  unless  reprehensi- 
bly  callous  to  undeserved  suffering. 

But  I  prefer  to  let  you  draw  your  own 
conclusions  without  argument  on  my  part, 
and   shall,   therefore,   confine   myself  to  a 

history  and  description  of  the  organization, 
with  the  hope  that  you  ' '  will  go  and  do 
likewise." 

The  most  wealthy  parish  connected  with 
any  church  in  the  world  is,  and  for  many 
years  has  been,  that  of  the  far-famed 
Trinity  Church  in  this  city.  It  is  a  sad 
commentary  upon  that  theoretical  theology 
which  represents  a  huge  capital  and  allows 
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its  poor  to  starve.     But  so  it  was   some 
years  ago.     How  now,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
nor  has  it  any  bearing  upon  the  matter  in 
question  ;    at  all  events,   the  Rev.  Alvah 
Wiswall,  who  for  many  years  had  charge  of 
the  poor  of  that  parish,   found  it  necessary 
to  devise  a  plan  by  which  he  would  be  ena- 
bled to  call  upon  the  public  at  large  to  assist 
him  in  feeding   the  poor  communicants  of 
Trinity  Church.     It  was  in  October,  1872, 
after  reading  the   history  of  guilds  in  Eu- 
rope, that  he  determined  to  introduce  the 
guild  system  here.     The  underlying  princi- 
ple of  guilds  is  a  mere   centralization   of 
power,  to  attain  which  the  members  thereof 
contribute  a  fixed   sum,    and  by  the  com- 
bined influence  of  individual   contributions 
and  labor,  the  greatest  possible  good  is  ac- 
complished.     The     first     meeting,     held 
through  Mr.  Wis  wall's   endeavors,  was  at- 
tended by  only  twelve  persons,  who  entered 
into  an  organization  which,  at  first,  confined 
its  efforts  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Trinity 
parish  alone,  ^.  e.  those  residing  in  the  two 
wards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church. 

The  financial  crash  of  1873,  which  fol- 
lowed, caused  such  intense  suffering  every- 
where that  it  became  necessary  to  extend 
the  labors  of  the  guild  to  the  whole  city. 

Thus  far,  I  have  had  to  do  with  the  his- 
tory of  St.  John's  Guild.  Should  any  fur- 
ther information  be  desired  I  will  gladty 
give  details,  and  recommend  your  readers 
to  send  for  the  last  report  to  the  Rev.  Alvah 
Wiswall,  52  Varick  st.,  New  York.  (I 
need  not  remind  them  to  inclose  return 
postage.)  The  report  answers  nearly  all 
questions  relating  to  guild  matters. 

In  the  summer  of  1872,  the  New  York 
Times  suggested  the  beneficent  effects  at- 
tainable by  excursions  upon  the  ba}"  and 
river  for  the  gamins  of  New  York,  and  col- 
lected $20,000  for  the  purpose.  These 
were  made  and  Mr.  Wiswall  accompanied 
each  of  the  excursions,  and,  later  on,  pre- 
sented to  the  public  the  feasibility  of  insti- 
tuting excursions  for  sick  children  and  their 
mothers.     Although  no  one  could  deny  the 


beneficent  effects  of  fresh  air  and  whole- 
some food  upon  the  two  most  prevalent  af- 
fections, marasmus  and  cholera  infantum, 
still  he  was  met  by  a  large  opposition  which 
claimed  that  the  plan  was  impracticable. 

In  1873  two  experimental  excursions 
were  made,  which  convinced  the  public  that 
the  plan  was  feasible,  and  when  the  terrible 
infant  mortality  of  1874  presented  itself, 
the  demand  became  an  absolute  necessity. 
The  Gruild  hired  a  barge  in  that  summer, 
and  made  eighteen  excursions,  carrying 
15,202  sick  children  and  their  mothers. 

These  excursions  received  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  profession  and  the  support  of 
the  public  at  large  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  Guild  determined  to  construct  a  floating 
hospital  with  suitable  accomodations  for 
the  sick.  This  was  done,  and  the  barge, 
as  she  now  floats,  with  ail  her  fittings  and 
appurtenances,  cost  $25,000. 

The  ninth  annual  report  of  St.  John's 
Guild,  page  12,  says:  "The  trial  trip 
took  place  on  the  19th  of  July,  1875,  and 
the  new  Floating  Hospital  was  declared  by 
all  to  be  a  grand  success.  The  regular  free 
excursions  for  destitute,  sick  children  com- 
menced immediately  after,  and  were  con- 
tinued tri-weekly  until  cold  weather.     *     * 

*  *  *  Thirty-five  thousand  free  tickets 
were  sent  to  the  various  physicians  and 
dispensaries  of  the  city,  and  22,830  sick 
children  and  mothers  were  taken  out  upon 
the  22  excursions  which  followed." 

The  manner  of  distributing  the  benefits 
of  the  charity  is  as  follows  :  The  tickets  of 
admission  read  thus : 

Floating  Hospital  of  St.  John's  Guild. 

FREE     EXCURSIONS 

For  the   Destitute    Sick  Children  of  New 

York  City,  without  distinction  of 

Creed,  Race  or  Nationality. 

Every   Tuesday,   Thursday  and  Saturday. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Alvah 

Wiswall,  Master. 

Admit 

Mother  and Children. 

Disease. 

M.  D. 
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ly  No  well  child  admitted  over  six  years 
of  age.  No  contagious  diseases  allowed  on 
board.  Time  Table. — Boat  leaves  foot  of 
23d  street,  E.  R.,  at  8  o'clock,  a.  in.  ;  foot 
of  Market  street,  E.  R.,  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.  ; 
foot  of  West  lOth  street,  N.  R.  (White 
Star  Pier,)  9  :45  a.  m.     Pier  52. 

The  reverse  thereof  has  a  list  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  guild,  and  reads  thus  : 

Trustees. — E.  A.  Quintard,  President ; 
Benjamin  W.  Floj^d,  Vice  President ;  Wm. 
H.  Guion,  Treasurer ;  J.  P.  Solomon,  Sec- 
retar3\  Oswald  Ottendorfer,  Franklin  Ed- 
son,  Geo.  H.  Brodhead,  Inslee  A.  Hoper, 
Chas.  A.  Sterling,  James  M.  Requa,  John 

E.  DeWitt,  R.  J.  Cortis,  Saml.  A.  Lewis, 
L.  M.  Bates,  Andrew  W.  Leggat,  Charles 
Spear,  James  S.  Barron,  Charles  Bellows, 
Wm.  H.  Wiley,  C.  C.  Dodge,  Louis  V. 
Sone,  TownsendCox,  Jenkins  Van  Schaick, 
M.  B.  Fielding,  and  Alvah  Wiswall,  Mas- 
ter of  St.  John's  Gruild. 

The  following,  the  Advisory  Council,  are 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  ex- 
clusively :        ' 

Advisory  Council. — Mark  Blumenthal, 
President ;  W.  de  F.  Day,  Vice  President ; 
W.  Thurman,  Secretary.  Chas.  M.  Allin, 
A.  B.  Ball,  Fordyce  Barker,  B.  F.  Dawson, 
Austin  Flint,  Frank  P.  Foster,  W.  R.  Gil- 
lette, E.  G.  Janeway,  A.  Jacobi,  James 
Knight,  A.  L.  Loomis,  J.  W.  McLane, 
Geo.  A.  Peters,  David  Phillips,  F.  N.  Otis, 

F.  Leroy  Satterlee,  Henry  B.  Sands,  E.  C. 
Seguin,  J.  Lewis  Smith,  D.  M.  Stimson, 
Geo.  Thompson  and  R.  F.  Weir. 

These  tickets  are  sent  to  physicians,  in 
packages  of  ten,  with  a  circular  letter 
which  details  the  objects  of  the  charity,  and 
a  request  to  fill  the  blanks  as  the  physician 
may  see  fit. 

A  brief  description  of  the  barge  will  now 
be  apropos.  It  is  215  feet  long,  and  40 
feet  beam.  The  hold  is  fitted  up  as  a 
kitchen,  steward's  room,  pantries,  ice- 
chest,  a  mess-room  (in  the  forecastle)  for 
the  crew,  and  a  large  dining  room  capable 
of  accommodating  500  persons. 

The  kitchen  is  furnished  with  a  range  10 
feet  long  and  3  feet  wide,  with  three  large 
ovens  and  other  requisite  appliances,  among 
which  are  4  copper  boilers  with  a  capacity 
of  20  gallons  each,  used  for  soup,    and  4 


smaller  cauldrons,  for  tea  and  coffee,  each 
of  20  gallons  capacity.  Upon  the  range 
is  an  hundred  gallon  boiler,  for  hot  water, 
which  connects  with  the  sink-room,  where 
the  dishes  are  washed.  This  is  a  room  on 
the  starboard  side  of  the  boat,  aft  from  and 
adjoining  the  kitchen,  which  has  an  im- 
mense sink  in  which  over  18,000  table 
utensils  have  to  be  washed  eyery  da}^  The 
water  for  this  purpose  is  supplied  from  four 
tanks  w^hich  are  situated  upon  the  main 
deck,  each  with  a  capacit}^  of  160  gallons. 

The  ice-room  is  a  prominent  feature  of 
the  craft,  and  is  on  the  port  side,  opposite 
the  sink  room.  It  holds  one  ton  of  ice,  and 
its  beef  larder  is  sufficiently  capacious  for 
ten  men  to  stand  therein  comfortably. 

The  dining-room  takes  up  the  rest  of  the 
hold.  It  is  lighted  and  ventilated  by  40 
windows  and  four  20-inch  ventilators,  open- 
ing upon  the  hurricane  deck.  Two  of  these 
are  so  arranged  as  to  catch  the  impure  air 
from  below,  while  the  other  two  force  down 
fresh  air  from  above.  These  are  assisted 
by  a  huge  wind-sail,  which  opens  over  the 
forecastle  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  prom- 
enade deck  and  terminates  in  the  kitchen. 

The  dining-room  is  fitted  up  with  benches 
and  trestle-tables,  which  can  be  piled  up 
into  a  comparatively  small  compass,  thus 
aflbrding  facility  for  the  necessary  washing 
and  scrubbing  which  the  hold  must  undergo 
daily. 

THE  MAIN  DECK. 

Two  wide  stairways,  one  forward  and  the 
other  aft,  lead  from  the  hold  to  the  main 
deck,  the  dimensions  of  which  have  been 
given.  At  the  bow  there  are  two  wards, 
each  40  by  10  feet,  illuminated  and  \entila- 
ted  by  10  large  windows.  The  wards  are 
furnished  with  cribs  of  the  latest  and  most 
approved  pattern,  comfortably  bedded  and 
covered  with  musquito  netting.  Each  ward 
can  accommodate  about  18  little  patients. 
In  the  wards,  besides  the  cribs,  are  also  a 
number  of  netted  lounges  to  be  used  on 
deck,  and  several  iron  cots,  adult  size,  to 
be  utilized  in  case  of  emergenc3^ 
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The  main  deck  extends  100  feet  aft  from 
the  wards,  to  the  saloon  or  cabin.  This 
space  (main  deck)  is  so  arranged,  with 
shutters,  that  in  case  of  a  storm  suddenly 
arising,  that  it  may  be  so  inclosed  as  to 
form  a  continuous  cabin  and  thus  complete- 
ly shelter  the  inmates. 

The  cabin,  the  posterior  boundary  of  the 
main  deck,  is  used  as  a  dining-room  by  the 
physicians  and  "lady  help"  and,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  latter,  has  attached 
thereto  a  "ladies'  toilet,"  with  facilities 
for  placing  hats,  cloaks,  stationary  wash- 
stands,  etc. 

The  physicians'  private  room,  aft  of  the 
cabin,  is  fitted  up  similarly  to  the  ladies' 
toilet- room. 

Aft  of  these  rooms  is  the  dispensary  and 
pharmacy,  w^here  an  ordinary  "  ship's  drug 
locker"  is  located,  containing  only  such 
mediciments  and  appliances  as  may  be 
called  for  on  the  trip  in  emergency — the 
physicians  to  w^hom  tickets  are  issued  being 
notified  to  have  their  patients  provided 
with  the  medicines  prescribed  before  start- 
ing for  the  day.  Behind  this  room  are  the 
water-closets  for  the  patients  and  their 
mothers  ;  these  communicate  with  the  prom- 
enade deck  by  a  flight  of  stairs  on  either 
side.  This  room  is  so  arranged  that  it  is 
easily  flooded  and  thus  thoroughly  cleansed. 

As  we  pass  forward,  we  come  to  two 
large  barrels  of  ice-water,  on  the  main  deck, 
so  placed  for  the  convenience  of  such  pa- 
tients as  may  there  be  sent. 

The  promenade  deck,  which  is  connected 
with  the  main  deck  by  two  wide  stairways, 
is  180  b}^  40  feet.  It  is  inclosed  by  a  taff"- 
rail  sufficiently  close  to  prevent  any  adven- 
turous youngster  slipping  through,  and  has 
attached  to  it  permanent  benches  which  en- 
circle it  completely.  The  intervening  space 
is  filled  with  movable  benches,  aisles  are 
left  sufficient!}^  wide  to  allow  of  comfortable 
passing,  and  space  for  the  romping  of  well 
children  who  could  not  be  left  at  home. 

The  promenade  deck  is  protected,  in 
event  of  a  storm,  by  a  stout  canvass  awn- 


ing, which  can  be  made  to  inclose  the  space 
between  the  promenade  and  hurricane  decks 
to  within  eighteen  inches  of  the  former. 

The  hurricane  deck  forms  the  roof  of  the 
promenade  deck,  and  is  not  used  except  for 
the  pilot-house,  and  as  a  space  from  which 
our  visitors  may  admire  the  surrounding 
scenery. 

Thus  3^ou  have  a  very  condensed  descrip- 
tion of  our  craft,  and  there  only  remains  to 
say  that  for  safety,  and  perhaps  econom}^, 
there  is  no  machinery  aboard,  but  she  is 
towed  by  a  tug,  which  is  rarely  kept  along- 
side, but  by  means  of  a  tow-line,  and  at  a 
sufficient  distance  to  avoid  the  annoyance 
of  smoke.  Of  this  I  shall  speak  later, 
under  the  head  of  expenses. 

Now,  as  to  the  working  of  the  institution. 

A  DAY  OUT. 

If,  Dr.  Editor,  jon  were  practising  here 
and  had  a  cousin  at  court,  or  other  influen- 
tial acquaintance,  you  might,  perhaps,  sud- 
denly find  your  worth  recognized  by  receiv- 
ing a  letter  worded  something  like  this  : 

Headquarters   of   the   Volunteers  of 

St.  John's  Guild,  No.  42  East 

14th  Street,  New  York,  —  1876. 

M.  D. 

My  Dear  Doctor  : — It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  announce  to  you  that  the  Advisory  Coun- 
cil of  St.  John's  Guild  has  designated  you 
one  of  the  attending  physicians  to  the 
Floating  Hospital.  You  will  please  to  in- 
form me  forthwith,  which  days  you  can 
serve,  as  I  desire  to  make  out  the  schedule 

for  the  month  of ,  1876. 

Yours  respectful!}^, 

Wm.  Thurman,  M.  D., 
Secretary  Advisory  Council. 

To  this  letter  you  respond,  and  in  a  few 
days  you  are  informed  that  on  Tuesday,  the 
14th,  your  services  will  be  required  to  assist 

Dr.  A ,  who  will  then  be  in  charge  ;  on 

the  following  Thursday,    Dr.  B will  be 

in  charge,  and  you  are  requested  to  assist 
him  also  ;  while,  perhaps,  on  Saturday,  the 
28th,    you   are   requested   to  take    charge, 

when  Drs.  C and  D will  act  as  your 

assistants. 

On  the  two  first  mentioned  days  you  have 
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been  on  board  as  assistant,  and  have 
learned  the  routine  of  your  duties,  there- 
fore, on  Saturda}^,  the  28th,  you  arrive  at 
the  foot  of  East  23d  street,  at  7  :30  a.  m., 
and  a  motley  crowd  of  misery  and  jollity,  of 
suffering  and  mirth,  "  without  distinction  of 
creed,  race  or  nationality,"  which  crowds 
the  pier,  greets  your  senses.  Two  officers 
of  the  Sanitary  Police  keep  the  crowd  in 
comparative  order,  and,  upon  your  arrival, 
force  a  passage-way  for  you — gently,  it  is 
true,  but  firmly — for  some  firmness  is  re- 
quired to  cause  the  overwhelming  array,  of 
those  which  constitute  the  '' hard  crowd," 
to  even   ' '  make  way  for  the  Doctor ! " 

The  beautiful  barge,  before  described,  is 
made  fast  to  the  pier  and  you  step  aboard, 
and,  after  reporting  to  the  Master  of  the 
Guild,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wiswall,  who  hands 
you  the  keys  of  the  wards,  the  private 
office  and  the  medicine  locker,  you  pass  to 
the  gang-plank  again,  and  your  assistants 
report  to  you  for  duty.  s. 

With  them,  you  station  yourself  on  the 
gang-plank  and  order  the  roundsman  in 
charge  of  the  place  to  "  let  them  on."  A 
large  board,  on  which  is  painted  No  Ad- 
mission is  removed,  and  the  police  en- 
deavor to  cause  the  surging  crowd  to  form 
a  sort  of  line,  which  efibrt  generally  proves 
futile. 

In  a  moment  you  are  besieged.  Here 
comes  a  poor,  weak  creature,  who  with 
club-nailed  fingers  grasps  a  tiny  skeleton 
hand.  Had  you  the  time,  you  might  delib- 
erate as  to  which  deserves  the  most  sympa- 
thy, but  you  see  five  or  six  hundred  people 
before  you,  all  of  whom  you  must  "ex- 
amine" in  half  an  hour,  and,  rest  assured, 
mercy  will  often  conflict  with  justice  and 
sometimes  vanquish  her.  You  will  often 
permit  cases  to  come  on  board  whose  cards 
of  admission  bear  the  diagnosis  (?)  "de- 
bility," while  "starvation"  is  broadly 
written  upon  their  wan  faces.  The  majority 
are  worthy  cases,  and  out  of  a  thousand, 
nine  hundred  will  need  the  fresh  air  they 
are  about  to  receive.     But  there  are  impos- 


ters.  For  instance,  here  comes  a  large, 
healthy  girl,  who  is  evidently  of  marriage- 
able age,  but  who  calls  High  Heaven  to 
certify  that  she  has  not  yet  passed  her  sixth 
year!  She  wishes  to  make  a  pic-nic  of  it, 
and  when  you  turn  her  off,  if  billingsgate 
had  any  weight  you  would  need  the  arched 
rock  of  Hell  Gate  to  protect  you  from  the 
choice  epithets  which  the  innocent  child  of 
less  than  six  summers  showers  upon  you  ! 

But  why  speak  of  ihese  ?  They  annoy 
you  a  little,  but  do  not  detract  from  the 
merit  of  the  good  work.  What  if  one  or 
two  should  deceive  you — the  majority  are 
worthy — you  load  them  up — and — All 
aboard  !  The  gang-plank  is  drawn  in  and 
the  taffrail  adjusted  ;  the  tug  is  attached 
and  your  vessel  is  towed  down  the  stream. 

As  your  passengers  have  passed  onboard, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  has  handed  each  a 
ticket  bearing  the  words  "  23d  street," 
which  entitles  him  to  a  dinner  and  which  is 
retained"  until  noon.  From  the  deck  they 
pass  below,  where  they  are  served  with 
breakfast,  consisting  of  good  milk,  tea, 
rice  or  hominy,  bread  and  butter,  etc. ,  in 
lavish  profusion. 

The  waiters  at  these  tables  are  ladies  of 
the  elite  of  New  York,  who  are  not  content 
with  doing  charitable  acts  at  a  distance. 
How  much  noble  women  and  girls  can  and 
will  do,  you  will  only  learn  when  good,  old 
St.  Louis  calls  upon  them  to  feed  her  sick 
and  starving  poor  upon  a  floating  hospital. 
We  have  here  a  perfect  jewel,  in  the  person  of 
Mrs.  Leggatt  (wife  of  the  Almoner  of  the 
Guild) ,  who  acts  as  superintendent  of  the 
kitchen  and  dining-room.  Her  arduous 
labors  and  those  of  her  lady  assistants  can- 
not be  described.  She  can  never  receive 
the  recognition  she  merits  for  her  noble 
self-sacrifice,  but  if  those  fervent  "God 
bless  you's  "  which  she  hears  so  often  are 
heard  above,  her  eternal  bliss  is  well  assur- 
ed. Who  will  be  her  counterpart  in  St. 
Louis  ?  May  you  be  as  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing as  able  serving  in  this  direction  as  we 
have  been. 
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Well,  breakfast  for  this  detachment  is 
over,  and  the  patients  and  their  mothers  are 
sent  to  the  upper  deck  as  the  hospital  ap- 
proaches Market  street.  The  scene  at 
East  23d  street  is  repeated,  as  it  is  again  at 
West  10th  street. 

Before  leaving  here  it  is  decided  in  which 
direction  the  hospital  shall  float  to-day.  If 
the  weather  is  fair  and  you  expect  a  smooth 
sea,  you  go  down,  to  cruise  in  the  beautiful 
bay  of  New  York.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  fear  stormy,  or  even  rough,  weather, 
(with  consequent  stomachic  upheavals)  you 
start  up  the  Hudson,  past  the  grand  Pali- 
sades, which  makes  the  Hudson  vie  with 
"  old  father  Rhine"  in  beauty  of  scenery. 
You  leave  the  wharf,  and  the  band — I  for- 
got the  band,  which  came  on  board  at  23d 
street.  This  is  composed  of  six  or  eight 
prominent  members  of  Gilmore's  band. 
They  play  the  "Arkansas  Traveller"  and 
Beethoven's  Symphonies — I  will  not  say 
"  with  equal  grace  and  finish,"  that  would 
be  sacrilege — but  the  former  for  the  patients 
and  the  latter  for  the  ladies  and  the  doctors. 
What  eflect  cheering  music  may  have  upon 
drooping,  sinking  creatures,  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  describe — try  it!  But  the  band 
deserves  especial  notice.  They  are  not  al- 
lowed, by  the  rules  of  their  association,  to 
play  for  less  than  so  much  a  day.  They 
demand  a  high  price  and  get  it ;  but  those 
good  gentlemen  would  be  very  angry  with 
me  were  I  to  expose  how  much  of  their  pay 
flows  back  into  the  coflfers  of  the  Guild ! 
(Cut  this  out  and  send  it  to  the  members  of 
the  Arsenal  Band,  or  Herwig*s,  or  the 
Templar's  and  others.) 

It  is  after  ten  o'clock.  The  last  lot  taken 
on  board  has  finished  breakfast,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Dayton,  studiosus  medicince,  and  a 
bright  one,  who  gives  his  services  as  clerk, 
druggist  and  assistant,  reports  to  you  that 
there  are  1522  cases  on  board.  You  give 
him  the  keys  to  the  drug  locker,  and  while 
he  goes  aft  to  prepare  the  room,  you  go 
aloft  with  your  assistants  and  begin  your 
rounds. 


Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  it  is  your 
object  not  to  conflict  with  the  treatment  of 
the  physicians  who  may  be  attending  the 
cases,  you  confine  your  labors  to  the  treat- 
ment of  emergencies  and  the  sequestration 
of  cases  which  suflfer  from  being  in  the  noise 
and  crowd. 

.Now,  for  instance,  you  find  a  case  (and 
you  will  find  trom  30  to  40  each  trip)  for 
which  you  would  fear  bad  results  from  op- 
pressive surroundings,  or  wh©  would  be 
benefitted  by  the  quiet  of  the  lower  deck. 
You  write  him  a  pass,  worded  either  "main 
deck — cot — V. — M.  D.,"  or  "  starboard  (or 
port)  ward — ^V. — M.  D."  This,  the  pa- 
tient's mother  presents  to  the  police  officer 
who  guards  the  stairway,  and  he  allows  her 
to  pass  below.  Now,  in  case  the  patient 
is  very  low,  of  course  you  order  it  into  the 
wards,  but  if  the  only  object  in  view  is  se- 
questration, you  send  it  on  to  the  promenade 
deck.  There  you  prescribe  as  j^ou  deem 
proper,  but  I  have  found  that  it  was  rarely 
necessary  to  do  aught  except  to  administer 
stimulants  or  nourishment — beefsteak,  beef- 
tea,  brandy  and  ammonia  are  consumed  in 
large  quantities. 

Your  work,  of  this  character,  occupies 
you  until  about  noon,  when  the  patients 
are  sent  to  dinner,  about  500  at  a  time,  de- 
livering, as  they  go  below,  the  tickets  they 
received  on  coming  aboard.  At  dinner  they 
receive  a  plentiful  supply  of  stewed  meat, 
bread,  rice,  potatoes,  milk,  tea,  onions  or 
beets,  if  allowed  by  the  physicians,  who 
prescribe  the  diet,  abstracting  or  adding 
articles  as  may  be  deemed  proper.  For  in- 
stance, farinaceous  articles  may  be  forbid- 
den a  case,  while  meat  is  prohibited  to 
another — again,  another  shall  have  beef- tea 
or  hot,  boiled,  or  cold,  boiled  milk. 

All  directions  are  rigidly  observed,  and 
as  much  control  as  possible  is  exercised. 

The  same  scene  as  at  breakfast  is  wit- 
nessed, and  then  "comes  3- our  respite,  for  a 
while  at  least.  You  sit  down  near  the 
cabin  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  "W'iswall,  who  gives 
you  the  substance  of  what  I  told  you  of  the 
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histoiy  of  the  Guild,  excepting  that,  with 
characteristic  modest}^,  he  refrains  from  any 
mention  of  himself.  I  shall  not  seek  to  do 
him  justice,  but  will  merelj^  state  that  his 
life  is  one  which  should  serve  as  a  brilliant 
example  for  all.  His  title,  yes,  his  name 
itself,  means  charity — "Practical  Theolo- 
g}^"  as  I  choose  to  designate  it.  No  "red 
flannel  shirts  for  the  heathen  in  Borrioboo- 
la-gah,"  but  food,  health,  life  for  the  poor  at 
home.  Sixteen  years  has  he  been  in  the 
ministr}^,  and,  would  you  believe  it? — near- 
1}^  50,000  families — a  quarter  million  per- 
sons— have  been  visited  and  relieved  by 
him  personally ! 

Of  course  you  will  love  him,  as  every  one 
does,  and  will  modify  the  usual  idea  enter- 
tained of  theologians — that  they  are  not 
practical — unfortunately,  the}^  are  not  all 
Wiswall's ! 

After  your  dinner,  simple  but  wholesome, 
and  three  or  four  more  rounds  of  the  prom- 
enade deck,  the  treatment  and  observation 
of  those  cases  which  require  it,  j^ou  find 
that,  at  four  o'clock,  the  boat  has  landed  at 
the  foot  of  West  10th  street,  and  a  part  of 
your  cargo  has  been  discharged.  But  what 
a  change  the  day  has  wrought !  I  will  not 
speak  of  it,  but  prefer  that  you  should  ask 
my  friend,  Dr.  Kingsle}^,  who  made  a  trip 
with  me,  and  who,  without  being  led  to  re- 
mark it,  did  so,  and  expressed  his  admira- 
tion of  the  effect. 

Three-quarters  of  an  hour  later  j^ou  land 
at  Market  street,  and  at  about  half-past 
five,  at  the  foot  of  East  23d  street,  whence 
you  started  in  the  morning,  and  you  go 
home  satisfied  that  your  day  has  been  well 
spent. 

EXPENSES. 

But  what  does  all  this  cost,  3'Ou  will  ask. 
We  estimate  the  entire  expense  of  one  day 
at  S250,  including  towing,  food,  crew,  re- 
pairs, etc.,  etc. 

Let  me  recapitulate  ITow  it  is  expended. 
Last  Thursday,  Sept.  14,  the  last  trip  of  the 
season — the  seventy-fifth  general  trip — was 
made.     The   total  number  of  persons  car- 


ried on  all  the  excitrsions  was  68,314 — av- 
ernging  911  persons  to  each  excursion. 

These  people  consumed,  altogether,  39,- 
926  pounds  of  meat;  18,980  loaves  of 
bread;  3,115  pounds  of  butter;  4,000 
pounds  of  hominy  ;  6,000  pounds  of  rice  ; 
22,163  quarts  of  milk  ;  127,385  pounds  of 
ice ;  150  barrels  of  potatoes,  and  6,250 
pounds  of  sugar.  I  have  not  the  figures 
for  the  groceries,  such  as  barley,  spices, 
tea,  coffee,  etc.,  but  when  the  report  is  fin- 
ished shall  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  a 
copy. 

The  towing  costs  $45  per  day,  but  cannot 
be  estimated  as  a  regular  expenditure,  for 
of  the  thirty-three  trips  of  the  past  sum- 
mer, the  day's  towing  was  presented  byHhe 
owner  of  the  tug  for  thirteen  trips,  thus  ma- 
terially reducing  the  amount  of  the  towing 
bill. 

152  West  15th  street,  New  York. 
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HYPODERMIC    MEDICATION— ITS 
DANGERS. 


BY  H.    THRIFT,    M.   D. 


Mary  Mc- 


-,  aged  35  years,  married, 
the  mother  of  one  child,  of  sthenic  habit, 
having  enjoyed  almost  complete  immunity 
from  sickness  ;  intellection  very  moderate. 
Was  called  to  patient,  whom  I  found  suf- 
fering severely  from  trifacial,  cervi co-occip- 
ital and  cervico-brachial  neuralgia,  the  pain 
having  continued  with  slight  remission  for 
the  past  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  relief  of 
which  I  had  recourse  to  subcutaneous  injec- 
tion of  morphise  sulphas  ;  minims  V.  or 
grain  1-6  (strength  of  solution  grains  xvj 

to  aqua  f  §  j.) 

The  time  medicine  administered  8J 
o'clock,  p.  m.  Within  ten  minutes  patient 
free  from  pain  ;  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour 
seemed  uneasy,  which  continued  increasing 
until  great  jactitation  prevailed. 

At  10  o'clock  the  pulse  was  50  and  weak, 
respirations  10  and  labored,  extremities 
cold,  and  countenance  presented  a  deathly 
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pallor,  suffused  with  cold  perspiration, 
which  continued,  notwithstanding  the  free 
ingestion  of  coffee  and  walking  the  patient 
about. 

At  11  o'clock,  the  pupil  continuing  mi- 
nutely contracted,  and  little  amelioration  in 
the  foregoing,  resorted  to  the  physiological 
antidote,  atropia  sulphas,  minims  v,  or  gr. 
1-48  (strength  of  solution,  grains  ii  to  aqua 
f  I  j) ,  and  waiting  half  an  hour  without 
marked  change,  administered  atropia  min. 
ii  or  gr.  1-120. 

[At  midnight,  12p.m.,  noted  change  ;  pulse 
much  accelerated,  respirations  12  per  min- 
ute, with  stertor,  face  flushed,  conjunctiva 
injected  and  general  warmth  over  surface  of 
bod}^,  with  widely  dilated  pupils. 

Patient  manifested  great  drowsiness, 
against  which  she  struggled,  but,  overcome 
at  last,  fell  into  a  deep  sleep,  from  which 
she  was  not  aroused  until  4  o'clock,  a.  m. 
During  this  time  little  change  was  observed 
in  symptoms  above  described. 

At  IJ  o'clock,  in  counsel  with  Dr.  Byrd, 
who  suggested  (as  auxiliary  means)  resort 
to  the  Transition  Douche  upon  chest  and 
face — lifting  arms  above  head  and  bringing 
down  upon  side  of  chest — repeating — mak- 
ing pressure  fore  and  aft  upon  epigastrium 
and  spinal  column,  alternating  with  inspi- 
ration and  expiration,  and  continuing  at 
intervals  to  promenade  patient. 

At  4  o'clock,  a.  m.,  seemed  somewhat 
aroused,  and  complained  afterward  of  dry- 
ness of  fauces  and  throat,  and  experienced 
much  difficulty  in  deglutition,  together  with 
difficult  co-ordination  of  voluntary  muscles, 
which  symptoms,  with  some  abatement, 
continued  through  the  day. 

Bowels  freely  moved  in  evening,  to  the 
great  comfort  of  patient,  and  much  amelior- 
ation of  foregoing  symptoms. 

Rested  quite  well  during  the  night,  and 
relief  afforded  from  the  unpleasant  sensa- 
tions.    Pupils  normal. 

Another  case  in  which  we  have  sufficient- 
ly establislied  the  physiological  antagonism 


existing  between  the  two  agents  morphia 
and  atropia. 

In  the  case  above  cited,  the  anxiety  man- 
ifested influenced  the  too  liberal  use  of  the 
antidote  atropia,  the  unpleasant  effects  of 
which  were  prolonged  and  deepened. 

The  apology  I  offer  for  giving  this  pub- 
licity is  the  great  susceptibility  of  some 
individuals  to  the  influence  of  these  agents, 
though  administered  in  minimum  doses, 
and  using  which,  caution  should  be  the 
watch-word. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  III. 


(^mxt^puAmu. 


THE  MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION  OF 
ARKANSAS. 


Editor  of  the  Clinical  Record : 

The  Medical  Association  of  Arkansas  has 
felt  so  well  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  its  cause, 
so  sure  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  legitimate 
medicine  in  the  state,  that  it  has  made  but  few 
appeals  to  the  profession  in  its  own  defense. 
That  the  animus  of  its  refractory  members 
was  misjudged,  and  the  extent  of  the  effort 
to  prejudice  the  interests  of  organized  med- 
icine in  our  midst,  has  at  length  become 
painfully  apparent.  We  feel,  however  un- 
welcome the  necessity,  that  a  time  has  ar- 
rived when  a  full  ventilation  of  our  troubles 
is  demanded,  and  an  appeal  from  injustice 
and  misrepresentation  to  the  high  tribunal 
of  professional  opinion. 

The  association  has  always  been  and  is 
still  willing  to  abide  by  its  record,  as  shown 
in  its  published  annual  transactions,  ex- 
tending now  through  a  period  of  seven 
years.  In  the  light  of  that  record,  and  in 
view  of  all  the  facts,  it  solicits  the  deliber- 
ate judgment  of  medical  men.  The  old 
body,  the  parent  society  of  the  state,  has 
constantly  courted  the  most  rigid  investiga- 
tion of  any  alleged  irregularities,  and  there 
is  no  part  of  its  course  that  it  does  not  to- 
day stand  pledged  to  defend.  The  entire 
progress  of  the  discussion  shows  the  con- 
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stant  spirit  of  conciliation  and  forbearance 
exercised  by  the  association  toward  its  dis- 
organizing members  ;  indeed,  the  history  is 
one  of  conciliation  and  kindness  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  aggression  and  refusal  to  afRl- 
liate  on  the  other.  These  dispositions, 
manifest  in  the  beginning,  have  continued 
to  the  present  hour. 

The  American  Medical  Association,  at 
its  meeting  in  Louisville,  in  1875,  referred 
the  whole  matter  in  dispute  back  to  the 
State  Association  for  adjustment,  in  this 
plain  and  unmistakable  language  : 

*Iiesolved,  That  the  delegates  of  said 
State  Medical  Association  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  proper  registration  at  this  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association ; 
also,  that  the  protests  of  tJie  local  societies  of 
Arkansas  be  referred  to  their  /State  Society 
for  adjudication. 

After  this  judicious  and  decided  endorse- 
ment of  the  State  Association,  many  good 
men  everywhere  looked  forward  confidently 
to  an  early  arrangement  of  all  difficulties. 
The  association,  in  language  the  kindest 
and  most  temperate,  invited  the  gentlemen 
thus  rebuked  to  return  to  their  allegiance. 
They  were  assured  that  every  concession  to 
their  feelings,  consistent  with  the  dignity 
of  state  medicine,  would  be  made,  and  they 
were  implored  by  all  considerations  of  ethi- 
cal pride  to  aid  rather  than  retard  the  cause 
of  organized  medicine.  This  course  was 
pursued  because  it  was  believed  that  many 
of  these  gentlemen  were  misled,  and  that 
others  were  acting  from  impulses  which 
sober  reflection  would  correct.  Strange  as 
it  may  appear,  these  solicitations  were  to- 
tally disregarded,  and  in  defiance  of  both 
the  state  and  national  bodies  the  disorgan- 
izers  proceeded  to  the  formation  of  what 
they  have  since  called  the  "  State  Medical 
Society  of  Arkansas."  The  manner  in 
which  the  subject  was  treated  by  the  Asso- 
ciation at  its  last  annual  meeting  in  No- 
vember, 1875,  shows  with  a  proper  self- 
respect  its  continued  desire  to  be  concilia- 
ting.    That  part  of  its  last  transactions  re- 

*Tran8.  Amer.  Med.  Asso. :    1875.    page  43. 


lating  to  the  matter  has  been  much  ad- 
mired, and  was  fitly  characterized  by  the 
president  of  a  neighboring  state  society  as 
"professional,  courteous,  dignified  and 
manly."  At  the  meeting  referred  to  a  sol- 
emn protest,  in  the  name  of  ethical  medi- 
cine, and  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  the  State 
Association,  was  made  by  that  body  against 
the  admission  of  delegates  from  the  so-called 
state  society  to  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation. That  protest  was  officially  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  of  the  American 
Medical  Association, in  whose  possession  it 
probably  still  remains,  for  he  failed  to  take 
any  notice  of  it,  and  the  document  was  not 
placed  before  the  national  body.  This 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  with 
other  derelictions  of  duty,  went  far  to  jus- 
tify the  censure  of  that  official  implied  in  a 
resolution  offered  by  a  former  president  to 
declare  the  office  of  permanent  secretary 
vacant. 

This  was  but  one  of  the  many  wrongs 
the  State  Association  was  fated  to  suffer 
— but  the  prelude  to  the  final  catastrophe 
which  was  to  overtake  the  body  which  had 
so  long  stood  up  for  organized  medicine. 
The  most  marvelous  part  of  this  singular 
history  remains  to  be  told 

In  Philadelphia  the  judicial  council,  after' 
a  short  deliberation,  declared  that  the  dele- 
gates from  the  new  society  were  the  proper 
representatives  from  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
By  this  action  the  council  expressly  ig- 
nored its  decision  of  a  year  previous,  and 
certainly  no  new  facts  could  have  been  pre- 
sented. What  grounds  there  could  possibly 
have  been  for  such  a  course  our  professional 
brethren  are  invited  to  determine.  No  one 
has  been  informed,  so  far  as  we  know,  of* 
the  reasons  for  a  decision  so  unexpected, 
not  to  say  unprecedented.  We  do  not  im- 
pugn the  motives  of  these  gentlemen,  they 
were,  we  feel  certain,  honest  and  good  men, 
but  that  their  judgment  was  misguided  and 
hasty  is  what  we  purpose  to  show  to  the 
medical  public. 

The  State  Association  of  Atkansas  was 
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not  without  just  cause  astounded  at  an  arbi- 
tration so  extraordinary,  for  suddenly  it 
found  itself  in  the  anomolous  position  of  a 
state  society  refused  recognition  against 
which  no  charges  of  unethical  conduct  had 
ever  been  made,  the  council  having  plainly 
declared,  at  Louisville,  that  the  allegations 
made  charged  no  violation  of  the  code  of 
ethics.  Moreover,  the  Association  pre- 
sented the  record  of  a  continuous  annual 
representation  in  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation for  seven  years,  the  whole  period 
of  its  existence. 

The  editor  of  this  journal  has  well  sug- 
gested that  an  intelligent  assemblage  of 
western  medical  men  can  not  do  otherwise 
than  reverse  such  a  decision.  We  have  no 
doubt,  whatever,  that  justice  will  ultimately 
•be  done  us,  and  exact  justice  is  all  that  we 
have  ever  asked  for  or  desired. 

Of  one  thing  the  profession  maybe  sure, 
state  medicine  in  Arkansas  cannot  be  so 
throttled,  annihilated,  but  our  organization 
is  intact  and  gaining  strength,  we  will  be 
heard  in  our  own  defense,  and  no  opposi- 
tion, wrong  or  injustice  shall  drive  us  from 
our  allegiance  to  the  right. 

E.  Cross,  M.  D. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 


» ♦  ♦ 


CHLOROFORM  AS  AN  ANTIDOTE 
FOR  STRYCHNIA. 


On  September  16  I  was  called  at  five  in 

the  morning  to  see  Mrs.  N ,  aged  48 

years,  who  was  suffering  from  an  overdose 
of  strychnia.  When  I  arrived  at  the  pa- 
tient's house,  I  was  informed  that  she 
had  taken  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of 
strychnia.  I  immediately  recognized  the 
violent  tonic  spasms  of  the  muscles,  usually 
associated  with  poisoning  from  same,  and 
was  satisfied  as  to  my  course  of  treatment, 
to  be  prompt  and  efficient.  I  administered 
30  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  vomiting 
was  readily  brought  on,  and  associated 
drachm  do^s  of  chloroform,  and  in  an  hour 
and  a  half  my  patient  was  fully  restored.     I 


hardly  credited  the  story  of  her  husband,  as 
to  amount  taken,  but  I  satisfied  myself  as 
to  his  truthfulness  of  statement.  The  dose 
is  rather  a  remarkable  one,  as  well  as  the 
recovery. 

A.  J.  FuCHS,  M.  D. 
Mascoutah,  111.,  Oct.  15,  1876. 


^xuu^mp  0f  3m\t\\n. 


THE   INTERNATIONAL    MEDICAL 
CONGRESS. 


(Continued  from  September  Number.) 
Second  Day — Tuesday,  Sept.  5,  1876. 


SECTION  OF  SURGERY. 

Antiseptic  Surgery. — John  T.  Hodgen, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  College,  Reporter.  Prof. 
Hodgen's  conclusions  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Putrefaction  may,  and  does  occur  in 
the  solids  and  liquids  of  the  body,  both  with 
and  without  the  direct  contact  of  germs 
borne  in  the  air  and  water. 

2.  Putrefaction  of  the  solids  and  liquids 
of  an  open  wound  may  in  many  cases  be 
prevented,  if  the  contact  of  living  germs 
with  the  surface  is  not  permitted,  or  by  de- 
stroying their  vitality  after  contact  with  it. 

3.  It  is  possible  that  the  living  solids  and 
liquids  of  the  body  may  be  so  altered  that 
they  shall  not  furnish  the  conditions  neces- 
sary to  putrefaction. 

4.  Practically,  the  conditions  to  be  met 
in  preventing  putrefaction  are  so  difficult 
that  in  many  cases  it  is  impossible  to  com- 
ply with  them.  Yet  even  partial  success  is 
eminently  worthy  of  our  best  efforts. 

This  paper  led  to  a  long  and  animated 
debate,  which  was  continued  into  the  next 
day.  Mr.  Joseph  Lister,  of  Edinburgh, 
the  founder  and  principal  exponent  of  the 
antiseptic  system  of  surgery,  warmly  de- 
fended his  mode  of  applying  it.  The  re- 
sults which  he  detailed  were  certainly  very 
remarkable.  Dr.  Addinel  Hewson,  of  Phil- 
adelphia,  spoke  strongly  i^  favor  of  the 
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earth-dressing,  as  used  by  him.  The  sec- 
tion declined  to  endorse  or  condemn  the  an- 
tiseptic method. 

Third  Day — Sept.  6. — The  Congress  re- 
assembled at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Dr.  Gross 
in  the  chair. 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee  moved  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Publishing  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  send  to  the  Governor  of  each 
State  and  Territory,  and  to  each  Province 
in  Canada,  a  copy  of  the  address  of  Dr. 
Bowditch.     Adopted. 

Dr.  I.  Minis  Hays  reported  that  the 
names  of  over  400  delegates  had  been  reg- 
istered. 

The  following  communication  from  the 

NATIONAL  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY 

was,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  laid  on  the  table  : 

New  York,  Sept.  5. — To  the  President 
International  Medical  Congress,  Pennsyl- 
vania University,  W.  P. — The  National 
Temperance  Society  send  greeting  and  re- 
spectfully invite  from  your  distinguished 
body  a  public  declaration  to  the  effect  that 
alcohol  should  be  classed  with  other  power- 
ful drugs,  that  when  prescribed  medically 
it  should  be  with  conscientious  caution  and 
a  sense  of  grave  responsibility,  that  it  is  in 
no  sense  food  to  the  human  system,  that  its 
improper  use  is  productive  of  a  large  amount 
of  physical  disease,  tending  to  deteriorate 
the  human  race,  and  to  recommend,  as  rep- 
resentatives of  enlightened  science,  to  your 
several  nationalities  total  abstinence  from 
alcoholic  beverage. 

Dr.  Seguin,  of  New  York,  addressed  the 
congress,  after  which  the  following  was 
adopted : 

The  International  Medical  Congress  of 
1876  recognizes  the  advantages  which  would 
accrue  from  the  introduction  of  a  gradual 
uniformity  in  the  multiple  and  heterogene- 
ous elements  of  ph3^sic,  as  nosology,  no- 
menclatures, etc.,  and  in  the  means  and 
records  of  medical  observation. 

In  consequence,  the  congress  appoints 
three  delegates  to  the  International  Con- 
gress of  1877,  to  meet  at  Geneva,  Switzer- 
land, with  the  special  mission  of  presenting 
a  schedule  of  the  means  of  uniformity  in 
physic  actually  applicable  in  all  countries, 
and  another  of  those  which  could  soon  be 
made  acceptable  by  the  profession  at  large. 

Said  delegates  to  be  advised  to  invite  the 
co-operation  of  the  men  who  have  already 
worked  for  the  same  cause  at  the  Interna- 


tional or  National  Medical  or  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Congress  of  Paris,  Vienna,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Brussels,  and  Buffalo. 

Reports  from  the  different  sections  were 
then  presented.     A  paper 

ON  surgery 

was  then  read  by  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Operative  and  Clinical  Surgery  in 
the  University  of  Nashville.  He  said  this 
was  but  coming  back  to  his  dear  old  alma 
mater.  While  this  may  be  the  Centennial 
of  National  Independence,  it  is  not  that  of 
the  profession.  It  was  as  late  as  1820  that 
the  taunt  was  uttered,  "  What  does  the 
world  yet  owe  to  an  American  physician  or 
surgeon  ? "  He  who  may  be  regarded  as 
the  father  of  American  surgery,  Philip  Syd- 
ney Physick,  was  only  eight  years  old  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  among 
the  first  to  apply  animal  ligatures,  employ- 
ing buckskin  for  that  purpose.  A  striking 
proof  of  Dr.  Physick's  appreciation  in  Eu- 
rope, his  work  became  the  text  book  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  Of  him  it  has 
been  said  he  never  spilt  a  drop  of  blood 
uselessly. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  rise  and 
progress  of  surgery  in  America  were  four 
others,  viz.,  Warren,  Mott,  Dudley  and 
Gibson.  Valentine  Mott  was  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island.  Dr.  Dudley  was  a  native  of 
the  West,  and  spent  several  years  in  Eu- 
rope. He  gave  bat  little  medicine,  but  in- 
sisted upon  the  observance  of  hygiene.  He 
was  for  years  the  surgical  patriarch  of  the 
West. 

William  Gibson  was  born  in  Baltimore  in 
1784 ;  it  was  he  who  extracted  the  ball 
from  General  Scott  at  Lundy's  Lane.  Dr. 
Gibson  was  probabl}^  the  best  lecturer  we 
have  ever  had  in  America.  His  memory 
was  so  retentive  that  he  was  known  to  re- 
peat 300  lines  of  Virgil.  He  has  performed 
the  Csesarean  section  twice  on  the  same  pa- 
tient, saving  mother  and  child. 

American  surgeons  present  a  creditable 
record  on  the  subject  of  amputation.  The 
official  reports  of  the  late  war  show  that  the 
mortalit}^  in  the  medical  staff  was  greater 
than  that  of  any  other.  Not  less  than 
fourteen  foreign  journals  noticed  our  arm}^ 
medical  reports. 

In  the  Prussian  service  our  ambulance 
was  adopted.  It  has  been  reserved  for 
American  surgery  to  teach  the  world  how 
to  relieve  or  prevent  human  suffering.  Fifty 
years  ago  not  a  half  dozen  Americans  were 
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known  abroad  as  surgeons,  and  as  early  as 
1859  Dr.  Reese,  in  preparing  an  American 
edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  in- 
troduced no  less  than  109  American  con- 
tributors. 

An  address  on 

MEDICAL    BIOGRAPHY 

was  then  read  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  said  :  Gentlemen 
of  the  Centennial  International  Medical 
Congress.  I  appear  before  you  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  assigned  me  of  preparing  a 
biographical  retrospect  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  the  United  States  during  the  Cen- 
tennial period  just  passed.  Though  appar- 
ently an  eas}^  task,  I  cannot  approach  it 
without  hesitation,  apart  from  the  feelings 
of  diffidence  which  under  any  circumstance 
this  occasion  and  this  audience  must  in- 
spire. 

In  glancing  over  the  period  to  be  em- 
braced in  this  retrospect,  I  am  struck  by 
the  paucity  of  really  striking  events  which 
influenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
that  have  left  special  marks  at  the  end  of 
the  first  century  of  our  national  existence. 
Wars  have  generally  been  promotive  of 
medical  science,  and  our  profession  was  no 
doubt  much  benefitted  by  the  contest  for  in- 
dependence. 

For  the  first  quarter  of  a  century  after 
this  armed  struggle,  the  leading  physicians 
and  surgeons  were  those  who  had  served  in 
the  army.  The  most  notable  event  of  this 
period  was  the  occurrence  of  an  epidemic 
yellow  fever,  which  appeared  in  the  summer 
of  1793  and  1798  in  nearly  all  our  Atlantic 
cities.  This  disease  tested  the  courage  and 
taxed  the  energies  and  best  skill  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  prompted  the  more  eminent  to 
reduce  their  observations  to  writing,  and  to 
have  them  published  either  in  defense  of 
their  practice  or  for  the  laudable  purpose  of 
making  contributions  to  medical  science. 

The  second  quarter  of  the  Centennial  pe- 
riod was  distinguished  by  the  introduction 
of  vaccination,  the  occurrence  of  spotted 
fever,  and  the  war  of  1812.  All  of  these 
were  events  which  stimulated  the  profession 
to  more  extended  studies,  and  became  in- 
centives to  authorship  ;  this  was  especially 
true  of  the  disease  known  as  spotted  fever. 

The  war  of  1812  proved  to  be  another 
great  school  of  experience,  although  it  was 
not  fruitful  in  medical  reports  or  publica- 
tions. The  aspiration  which  it  aroused., 
however,  in  the  profession,  gave  an  impetus 
to  the  establishment  of  medical  periodicals 


and  the  founding  of  medical   colleges  and 
hospitals. 

In  following  out  the  plan  of  dividing  the 
century  into  quarters,  the  third  may  be 
marked  as  noted  for  the  discovery  of  an- 
aesthesia, the  epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera  of 
1832  and  1848,  and  the  war  with  Mexico, 
as  well  as  the  discovery  and  the  applica- 
tion of  many  new  and  improved  methods  of 
ph3^sical  exploration  in  the  search  for  dis- 
ease. 

The  last  quarter  which  has  just  closed  is 
specially  distinguished  by  the  vast  experi- 
ence of  the  late  war,  which  was  a  great 
school,  and  which  has  benefitted  the  medi- 
cal profession  of  the  whole  country.  The 
extended  use  of  anaesthesia  in  painful 
surgical  operations,  the  increase  of 
scientific  means  for  exact  diagnosis,  the 
introduction  of  new  and  potont  remedies 
and  modes  of  administration,  and  the  found- 
ing of  hospitals  and  medical  colleges  in 
nearly  all  the  large  cities. 

The  discoverer  or  the  expounder  of  a 
new  truth,  the  recorder  of  an  additional 
fact  or  of  a  hitherto  unobserved  symptom 
or  an  improved  procedure  in  surgerj^,  in  his 
treatment  of  disease,  deserves,  and  will  re- 
ceive, a  more  enduring  place  in  history 
than  he  who  has  gained  great  popularity  or 
the  largest  fortune. 

The  natural  ability,  habits  of  industry 
and  systematized  study,  with  the  scientific 
knowledge  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  added  to 
his  acquaintance  with  men  and  public 
aff'airs,  easily  place  him  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  the  eminent  medical  men  of  the  cen- 
tury. His  professional  skill  and  high  moral 
and  benevolent  character  rendered  him  pop- 
ular with  the  profession  and  endeared  him 
to  the  people.  His  fame  has  suffered  but 
little  by  the  lapse  of  time.  His  writings 
are  numerous  and  valuable. 

Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  by  his  daring  and 
brilliant  operations  in  surgery,  held  for 
many  years  the  front  rank.  He  had  the 
physical  and  mental  endowments,  as  well 
as  scientific  acquirements,  application,  and 
professional  training  essential  to  a  great 
surgeon. 

Dr.  Philip  Sydney  Physick  was  a  surgeon 
of  rare  ability,  self-possession,  and  forti- 
tude. As  was  usual,  when  he  commenced 
practice  he  attended  to  the  general  business 
of  physician  and  surgeon  ;  but  as  early  as 
1794  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  surgeons 
to  the  Pennsj^lvania  Hospital,  and  in  1805 
Professor  of  Surgery   in  the  University  of 
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Penns^^lvania.  He  was  the  author  of  so 
many  improvements  in  the  department  of 
surgery  that  he  was  justly  entitled  to  the 
application  given  him  of  ' '  The  Father  of 
American  Surgery."  His  influence  upon 
the  practice  is  felt  to  the  present. 

Dr.  John  Warren  was  an  eminent  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  and  medical  teacher.  He 
acquired  experience  and  reputation  in  the 
hospitals  of  the  Revolution.  While' attach- 
ed to  the  hospital  at  Boston,  in  1782,  he 
founded  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard 
College,  in  which  he  was  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy and  Surgery. 

Dr.  Daniel  Drake  possessed  wonderful 
powers  of  original  observation  and  was 
the  most  indefatigable  worker  for  the 
accumulation  of  knowledge  and  the  ele- 
vation of  the  profession  that  our  country 
has  produce^.  He  was  the  founder  of  med- 
ical colleges  in  the  West. 

Dr.  John  Collins  Warren  was  a  remarka- 
ble surgeon  and  writer.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, and  the  surgeon  in  daily  attendance 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  first 
to  use  ether,  and  did  much  to  hasten  its  in- 
troduction into  general  use  in  surgery. 

Dr.  Nathan  Smith  was  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary natural  endowments.  His  founding 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  Dartmouth 
College  and  his  teaching  for  ten  j^ears  all 
the  usual  branches  himself,  show  the  char- 
acter of  the  man.  He  was  an  admirable 
anatomist,  a  bold  and  successful  surgeon. 

Dr.  Reuben  Dimond  Mussey  was  a  dis- 
tinguished- surgeon  and  good  general  prac- 
titioner of  great  powers  of  original  observa- 
tion. His  experiments  on  cutaneous  ab- 
sorption would  have  of  themselves  entitled 
him  to  a  high  rank  had  he  not  become  still 
more  eminent  as  a  surgeon. 

Dr.  James  Jackson  was  a  noted  physician 
and  author.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman  was  a  learned 
and  eminent  physician,  and  was  for  a  long 
time  a  professor  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr.  Elisha  Barton  was  a  highly  accom- 
plished scholar  and  physician. 

Dr.  Jno.  K.  Mitchell  possessed  a  vigorous 
intellect,  and  was  of  great  use  in  a  sick  room. 

Dr.  John  Morgan  was  founder  of  the  first 
medical  school  in  America,  was  Surgeon 
General  of  the  Continental  army  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society. 


There  was  a  high  average  professional 
ability  in  the  physicians  of  the  past  centu- 
ry. The  medical  profession  of  the  United 
States  have  more  talent  and  nobility  of 
rank  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  pro- 
fession in  this  or  any  other  country.  The 
American  people  have  a  united  faith  in 
progress. 

During  the  past  century  probably  65,000 
physicians  have  died. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Toner's  address, 
the  congress  adjourned  until  10  a.  m., 
Sept.  6. 

{Continued  next  month,) 


(MntX'^  mi  §^b|St^;a<;t!3l. 


Syphilis  in  Canned  Fruit. — Two  years 
ago  we  were  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  a 
woman  who  had  a  syphilitic  eruption  on 
both  arms.  On  inquiry  as  to  her  employ- 
ment, she  said  she  was  engaged  in  paring 
fruit  in  an  establishment  where  canned 
fruit  in  large  quantities  was  put  up  for  sale. 
She  was  informed  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  her  arms  to  obtain  another  situa- 
tion, but  for  a*  that  we  never  see  canned- 
fruit  on  a  grocer's  shelves  without  remem- 
bering our  patient  with  the  sore  arms,  and 
cogitating  as  to  whether  she  pared  any  of 
that  fruit.  The  occasion  was  productive  of 
a  delicacy  of  appetite,  in  at  least  one  per- 
son, for  canned-fruit,  that  did  not  exist  be- 
fore that  poor  woman's  visit. — Cincinnati 
Lancet  and  Observer, 

Salicin  and  Salicylic  Acid  in  Acute 
Rheumatism. — Dr.  Maclagan  {British  Med. 
Journal)  compares  the  action  of  the  two 
remedies  named,  and  concludes  that  their 
action  seems  to  be  equally  eflficacious,  in 
the  same  doses ;  but  that  the  former  pos- 
sesses certain  advantages  ovei  the  latter. 
While  the  acid  sometimes  occasions  a  burn- 
ing sensation  in  the  throat,  and  often  symp- 
toms of  gastric  irritation,  the  alkaloid  never 
produces  unpleasant  effects.  Salacin  is  a 
pleasant  bitter,  and  is  best  given  mixed 
with  a  little  water,  flavored  with  syrup  of 
orange  if  desired.  Fifteen  grains  or  more 
may  be  given  every  two  hours. — Med.  and 
Surg.  Reporter. 

Abortive  Treatment  of  Whooping- 
cough  by  Quinine. — Dr.  Rufus  W.  Hinton, 
{Phil.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  Aug.  26, 
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1876,)  gives  the  treatment  of  ten  cases  of 
pertussis,  all  of  which  were  cured  hj  doses 
of  from  2  to  5  grains  of  quinine  given  eveiy 
2  or  3  hours  for  a  few  days.  If  treatment 
was  begun  early  the  attack  was  aborted. 

Yellow  Fever. — This  disease  has  pre- 
vailed extensively  at  Brunswick  and  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.  The  death  rate  has  been  high 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of 
the  afflicted  cities  has  left  them.  The 
members  of  the  clerical  and  medical  pro- 
fessions have  again  shown  their  wonted 
-fearlessness  in  the  presence  of  danger,  and 
many  have  fallen  victims  to  their  devotion 
to  the  suffering.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  Brazil, 
has  also  suffered  from  the  ravages  of  the 
disease. 

The  Geneva  Cross  in  Turkey.— Several 
physicians  displaying  the  "  red  cross  "  have 
been  mercilessly  butchered  by  the  barbarous 
Turkish  soldieiy.  The  sooner  the  crescent 
vanishes  from  the  soil  of  Europe,  the  sooner 
will  the  horrible  atrocities  of  war  sliow 
some  signs  of  being  ameliorated. 

Poisoning  by  Prqssic  Acid. — A  recently 
reported  case  of  poisoning  by  prussic  acid 
is  singular,  from  the  fact  that,  after  taking 
the  poison,  the  patient  walked  out  of  his 
house  and  about  thirty-five  3'ards  down  the 
road,  where  lie  fell.  He  was  taken  to  his 
house,  and  did  not  die  until  live  minutes 
after  the  arrival  of  the  ph3'sician  who  wns 
summoned  to  attend  him.- — LouisviUp  3 fed. 

Prolonged  Incubation  of  Vaccinia. — 
Dr.  Jas.  F.  Pressley,  of  Snison  City,  Cal., 
records  a  case  in  which  the  patient  did  not 
show  any  signs  of  vaccination  having  l)een 
successful  until  fort^j  days  after  tlie  opera- 
tion, when  tlie  ordinary  vesicle  formed  and 
pursued  a  typical  course. — Fad  fie  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

Iodine  Injections  of  the  Hypurtuophied 
Prostate. — Heine,  of  Prague,  has  publish- 
ed six  cases  of  cure  of  enlarged  prostate  1)\' 
iodine  injections  into  the  body  of  the  organ. 
Dr.  Benj.  Howard  writes  to  the  N.  Y. 
Medical  Record  an  account  of  a  case  treated 
b}^  Prof.  Dittel,  of  Vienna,  in  which  sup- 
purative prostatitis,jperi-prostatitis,  cj'stitis, 
])3'elitis,  and  ncpln-itis  followed  two  small 
injections  (four  drops  each)  into  that  body. 
Supra-pubic   puncture   of   tlie  ])ladder   be- 


came necessary,  and  death  followed,  sev- 
eral months  afterward.  The  solution  used 
was  composed  of  potass,  iodid.  5ii.,  tinct. 
iodine,  aqua  dist.  aa.  f  §  ii.,  misce. 


Cholera. — This  disease  has  broken  out 
with  great  violence  at  Summoo,  the  capital 
of  Cashmire.  The  inhabitants  have  mostly 
fled  to  English  territory.  The  scourge  has 
made  great  ravages  at  Rawul  Pindi,  La- 
hore and  Rareill3\  At  the  latter  place  it 
has  appeared  among  the  troops. — Lancet. 


When  and  Why  Were  Male  Physicians 
Employed  as  Accoucheurs? — Dr.  Wm. 
Goodell  read  an  interesting  paper  upon  this 
subject  before  the  Obstetrical  Societty  of 
Philadelphia,  May  4th,  of  the  present  year. 
AVe  condense  his  answer  to  the  question 
from  the  article  as  it  appears  in  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Obstetrics  for  Aug.,  1(S76. 
Dr.  Goodell  refutes  the  assertion  of  Astruc, 
who  dates  the  innovation  from  the  night  of 
December  27th,  1663,  when,  from  motives 
of  secrecy,  Julien  Clement  was  summoned 
to  deliver  the  frail  and  beautiful  Duchesse 
de  la  Valliere.  Dr.  G.  shows  b}^  indisputa- 
ble evidence  that  male  midwives  had  been 
employed  long  before  that  event.  He  con- 
cludes that  the  art  of  printing  gave  the 
death-blow  to  the  monopoly  of  midwifery 
l\y  midwives.  He  says  :  ' '  It  would  seem, 
then,  that  in  proportion  as  people  grew 
wiser  bv  readino'  1)ooks  and  bvhavino;  them 
to  read,  the  ignorance  of  midwives  became 
more  and  more  manifest.  The  physician 
develoi)ed  witli  the  limes,'  the  midwife  did 
not.  The  former  wrote  elabora,te  works  on 
obstetrics,  which  the  latter,  witli  rare  ex- 
ceptions, could  not  even  read.  What  more 
natural  than  that  intelligent  women  should 
prefer  the  teacher  to  the  inapt  pupil ;  should 
place  their  lives  in  skilled  hands,  than  in 
those  that  were  unlettered?  What  more 
inevitable  than  that  the  male  physician, 
who  was  hurriedly  sent  for  in  cases  of 
emergency,  or  was  kept  in  waiting  in  an 
ante-chamber  for  such  an  emergency,  should, 
despite  tradition,  prejudice  and  religion, — 
should,  in  spite  of  himself,  for  it  was  long 
deemed  dishonorable  for  him  to  practice 
midwifery, — ultimately  usurp  the  place  of 
1]he  midwife  by  the  bedside  of  the  woman 
in  travail?  The  battle  between  knowledge 
and  ignorance  is  never  a  drawn  one  ;  either 
Christian  must  die  or  Apollvon  give  way.'* 


162 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


St.  Louis  Clinical  Record. 


WM.  B.  HAZARD,  M,  D.,  Editor. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Oct.,  1876. 


Reports  of  the  Proceedings  of  Societies,  Correspond 
ence,  Notes  and  Medical  Items  are  solicited  from  all  parts 
of  the  coimtry. 

Subscribers  are  likewise  requested  to  call  our  attention 
to  notices  of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  to 
all  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  profession. 

We  are  not  responsible  for  the  views  of  correspondents. 


^^it0ml 


ANN  ARBOR. 


Our  readers  are  pretty  well  informed  upon 
the  facts  regarding  the  condition  of  medical 
affairs  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  located  at  Ann 
Arbor.  It  may  be  well,  however,  to  allude 
to  the  animus  of  the  opposition  to  the 
school.  The  Michigan  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety, at  its  last  meeting,  passed  some  reso- 
lutions reflecting  severely  upon  the  course 
of  the  regular  professors  who  chose  to  re- 
tain their  positions,  although  compelled  to 
allow  the  students  in  the  homeopathic  med- 
ical college  to  listen  to  their  lectures.  It 
would  seem  that  there  is  a  strong  ov>posi- 
tion,  which  seems  to  us  strongl}-  tinctuted 
with  jealous}'',  on  the  part  of  the  partisans 
of  the  Detroit  Medical  College  and  the  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  to  the  old 
school  connected  with  the  State  University. 
That  this  opposition  does  not  have  its  root 
in  a  well-considered,  genuine  opposition  to 
the  heres}'  of  homeopath}'  is,  seemingly, 
well  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  same  men 
who  are  so  opposed  to  the  old  Medical  De- 
partment, as  it  now  stands,  were  ver}'  wil- 
ling to  have  a  State  examing  board  formed, 
to  be  composed  of  two  each  of  representa- 
tives of  the  regular,  the  homeopathic  and 
the  eclectic  so-called  schools.     In  the  pro- 


posed board,  which  is  a  fair  sample  of  what 
would  be  imposed  upon  the  profession  in 
Missouri  if  certain  parties  could  have  the 
direction  of  affairs,  regular  medicine  was 
to  be  in  a  hopeless  minority.  This  fact 
alone,  disproves  the  assertion  that  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
State  University  has  the  real  interests  of 
our  profession  at  heart.  Private  interest, 
as  represented  by  private  corporations, 
would  be  furthered,  and  homeopathy  would 
remain  master  of  the  field,  should  the  old, 
regular  school  at  Ann  Arbor  be  allowed  to 
go  down. 

We  hope  and  trust  that  no  such  disgrace 
shall  be  allowed  to  come  upon  regular  med- 
icine in  Michigan,  but  that  every  friend  of 
respectable  medical  education  will  give  the 
old  Ann  Arbor  •  school  an  earnest  and  in- 
telligent support,  and  thus  confound  the 
plans  of  those  who  would  deliver  our  fair 
science  bound  hand-  and  foot  into  the  hands 
of  its  adversaries. 

Rush  College  can  ill  afford  to  have  its 
own  record  impartially^  investigated,  for  its 
sins  against  the  good  of  the  profession  are 
such  as  not  to  invite  the  inspection  of  the 
friends  of  advanced  medical  education. 


♦  ♦» 


THE  CLINICAL  ADVANTAGES  OF 
ST.  LOUIS. 


In  selecting  a  school  in  which  to  pursue 
the  stud}'  of  the  medical  sciences,  the  stu- 
dent should  be  guided,  other  things  being 
equal,  by  the  clinical  advantages  to  be  had 
in  the  city  of  his  choice.  Clinical  instruc- 
tion in  medicine,  surgery  and  gynaecology, 
is  of  such  paramount  importance,  at  the 
present  day,  as  to  be  apparent  to  the  dull- 
est. Without  it  the  student  knows  he  will 
be  compelled  to  confront  disease  when  he 
begins  practice,  with  all  the  chances  against 
him,  with  a  thorough  course  of  clinical 
teaching  he  feels  that  his  enemy  is  disarmed 
of  half  his  terrors,  and  that  he  can  look 
upon  himself  as  being  in  some  measure  pre- 
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pared  to  do  battle    for  the   right   with   his 
e^'es  opened  to  the  dangers  before  him. 

An  impartial  review  of  the  clinical  ad- 
vantages of  our  cit}^,  will  show  to  the  un- 
prejudiced observer  that  there  is  no  city, 
east  or  west,  which  excels  our  ow^n  in  at- 
tractions offered  the  student. 

The  St.  Louis  City  Hospital  has  over  300 
beds  constanth^  occupied,  and  furnishes  an 
abundance  of  clinical  material  which, 
through  the  enlightened  action  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  is  available  to  the  teachers  of 
each  of  our  regular  schools.  Clinical  lec- 
tures are  delivered  in  the  ample  amphithe- 
ater of  the  hospital  b}^  the  professors  of 
each  school,  two  daj's  in  each  week. 

With  the  exception  of  the  exanthemata, 
every  form  of  disease  incident  to  our  cli- 
mate has  heen  shown  to  the  classes  of  stu- 
dents assembled  in  the  amphitheater  and 
the  wards  of  the  hospital.  Surgical  cases 
are  equall}'  numerous  and  varied  in  charac- 
ter. The  departments  of  gynsecolog}^,  oph- 
thalmology, laryngalogy  and  otolog}^  are 
represented  as  thoroughly  as  those  of  clini- 
cal surger}'  and  medicine. 

Next  in  size  and  importance  is  the  St. 
Louis  Hospital,  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of 
Charit}'.  This  is  a  magnificent  new  build- 
ing situated  on  Grand  and  St.  Louis  ave- 
nues. It  can  accommodate  several  hun- 
dred patients,  and  the  out- door  department 
always  furnishes  an  abundance  of  material 
for  the  gyui^ocological  and  other  clinics, 
which  are  conducted  by  the  professors  of 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  and  their 
assistants. 

St.  John's  Hospital,  Twenty-third  and 
Morgan  streets,  conducted  by  the  Sisters  of 
Mercj',  has  a  large  and  increasing  number 
of  patients,  which  has  necessitated  the 
erection  of  new  buildings  for  the  better 
classification  of  cases.  The  out-door  de- 
partment furnishes  an  abundance  of  mate- 
rial for  the  gynaecological,  lar^aigological, 
opthalmalogical,  and  otological  clinics,  as 
well  as  that  of  children's  diseases.  The 
clinics  at  St.  John's  Hospital  are  under  the 


exclusive  charge  of  the  faculty  of  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College. 

Besides  the  large  hospitals  enumerated, 
there  are  man}''  other  opportunities  offered 
the,  student  in  St.  Louis  for  the  study  of 
disease. 

The  City  Dispensar}"  is  at  all  times  open 
to  the  student,  and  the  dispensar}^  physi- 
cians are  always  willing  to  show  the  student 
the  vast  number  of  cases  constantl}^  ^ppl}'- 
ing  to  that  institution  for  relief. 

The  recently  established  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  of  St.  Boniface,  situated  in 
South  St.  Louis,  is  also  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  medical  visitors  and  affords  ample 
material  for  instruction  to  the  student  who 
wishes  to  avail  hiniself  of  their  advantages. 
The  medical  gentlemen  composing  the  stafi' 
of  St.  Boniface  Hospital  and  Dispensary 
are  unconnected  with  any  school,  but -will 
take  pleasure  in  making  the  daily  clinics 
available  to  the  student  for  instruction. 

St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  the  various  in- 
firmaries for  the  special  treatment  of  63^6 
and  ear  disease,  as  well  as  the  numerous 
orphan  asjdums  conducted  by  private 
charit}^,  are  also  at  the  disposal  of  the  stu- 
dent who  wishes  to' be  instructed  in  the 
special  branches  of  medical  studj^  indicated. 

St.  Vincent's  Institution  for  the  Insane, 
may  be  visited  by  duly  accredited  students^ 
in  compan}"  with  the  attending  ph3'sician, 
and  thus  practical  instruction  in  the  diffi- 
cult branch  of  mental  and  nervous  diseases 
may  be  had  at  the  bed-side. 

We  are  certain  that  the  clinical  advanta- 
ges of  St.  Louis  are  unsurpassed  by  an}^  city 
in  this  country  or  Europe,  and  point  to  the 
foregoing  exhibit  in  proof  of  our  assertion. 

The  cost  of  instruction  and  of  living  are 
as  low  in  St.  Louis  as  in  any  city  in  the 
countr}^,  and  clinical  instruction  7nore  thor- 
ough and  more  practical,  especiallj'^  in 
g3'n8ecology,  than  elsewhere. 

Anatomical  material  is  to  be  had  in 
plent3^,  at  reasonable  rates,  and  the  instruc- 
tors in  anatomy  are  as  able  and  well  quali- 
fied as  any  to  be  found  in  the  countr}^ 
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"Nothing  Succeeds  Like  Success." — 
We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Centennial 
Commission  has  awarded  the  gold  medal  of 
honor  to  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  for  their 
soluble  sugar-coated  pills.  This  is  the  third 
grand,  World's-Fair  prize  which  has  been 
conferred  upon  this  enterprising  firm  for 
the  surpassing  excellence  of  their  manu- 
factures. 


ij>0fe  ^i^Wm  m^  ^tmm^ 


CrCLOPiEDIA  OF  the  PRACTICE  OF  MeDICINE. 

H.  von  Ziemssen.  Vol.  IV,  Diseases  of 
THE  Respiratory  Organs.  New  York  : 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co. 

This  volume  is  exhaustive  and  divided 
into  five  sections.  The  first  is  by  the  well 
known  Fraentzel  on  the  diagnosis  and  thera- 
peutics of  diseases  of  the  nose,  translated 
by  Drs.  Leflferts,  of  New  York,  and  Schauff- 
ler,  of  Kansas  City.  It  contains  about  all 
that  is  known  in  this  department,  and,  in- 
deed, much  more  than  is  necessary  for  him 
who  is  looking  for  practical  information. 
The  minuteness  with  which  the  details  are 
worked  up  is  in  places  almost  tiresome,  and 
yet,  withal,  some  inaccuracies  are  to  be 
found.  We  are  shown  a  full  page  cut,  for 
instance,  which  does  not  "illustrate  the 
course  taken  by  the  rays  of  light  projected 
by  means  of  a  concave  mirror,"  (p.  23.) 
Again,  (p.  139,)  it  is  said  that  in  chronic 
nasal  catarrhs,  if  there  is  stench,  it  is  merely 
the  result  of  stagnating  and  decomposing 
nasal  secretion,  and  then  in  considering  the 
local  treatment,  (p.  144,)  we  are  told  we 
must  attempt,  "  first,  to  loosen  the  secre- 
tions, hasten  their  removal  and  prevent 
their  retention  ;  second,  to  restore  the  hy- 
perplastic or  abnormally  secreting  mucous 
membrane  to  its  normal  condition,  and 
third,  to  remove  the  stench."  If  the  stench 
depends  on  the  secretions,  it  will  be  re- 
moved when  the  first  indication  is  accom- 
plished. The  physician  need  not  be  deter- 
red from  using  that  "most  useful  appa- 
ratus," the   nasal   douche,    on   account   of 


danger  from  the  liquid  entering  the  cavity 
of  the  middle  ear,  (p.  85)  "  an  occurrence 
which  is  by  no  means  as  dangerous  as  has 
been  represented,  and  which  is  very  easily 
avoided  in  patients  who  are  not  too  stupid." 
The  article  on  coryza  is  instructive,  as  is 
also  the  one  on  epistaxis,  somewhat  inele- 
gantly labeled  "  nose  bleed." 

The  second  section  is  on  "  anaemia,  hy- 
persemia,  hemorrhage,  abnormal  color  and 
the  catarrhal  inflammations  of  the  laryngeal 
mucous  membrane,"  by  Von  Ziemssen, 
translated  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Ball,  of  New  York, 
who  also  translates  the  third  section  on 
croup,  by  Prof.  Steiner.  The  former  arti- 
cle is  good.  If  any  part  of  it  can  be  at  all 
criticised  it  is  tMs.  The  author  tells  us, 
(p.  194)  that  "  catching  cold  is  the  most 
effective  and  frequent  cause  of  acute  laryn- 
geal catarrh  in  persons  who  2iYe.  predisposed 
to  such  a  condition,  whose  mucous  mem- 
brane has  become  a  locus  minoris  resisten- 
tice."  He  then  sa3'S,  (p.  211)  "  chronic 
catarrh  generally  proceeds  from  an  acute 
attack,"  and  that  the  treatment  of  the  for- 
mer is  mainly  local,  (p.  223)  and  barely 
hints  at  constitutional  treatment  in  referring 
to  the  use  of  mineral  waters.  If  chronic 
laryngeal  catarrh  is  caused  from  the  acute 
form,  and  it  in  turn  is  determined  in  per- 
sons predisposed  to  it,  (by  what  ?  not  local 
inflamation  surely,  for  that  we  are  now  con- 
sidering) whose  mucous  membrane  is  only 
a  place  of  less  resistance,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  constitutional  treatment,  with 
direct  reference  to  the  condition  that  pre- 
disposed to  the  catarrh,  must  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  local. 

In  the  article  on  croup,  Steiner  reasons 
that  "  the  attempt  to  distinguish  croup  and 
deptheria  as  two  entirely  distinct  diseases 
has  been  unsuccessful,  both  from  an  ana- 
tomical and  clinical  stand  point,"  and,  with 
Wagner,  concludes  ' '  that  there  is  no  sharp 
dividing  line  "  between  them.  Yet  he  ad- 
mits a  true  croup  (non-contagious)  and  a 
diphtheritic,  croup  (contagious) .  His  defi- 
nition of  croup  refers  solely  to  the  forma- 
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tion  and  peculiarity  of  the  membrane.  In 
croup  this  membrane  is  produced  upon^  and 
in  deptheria  within  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  larynx  (p.  234).  In  a  former  vol- 
ume Oertel  endeavors  to  show  that  the  dep- 
theritic  membrane  is  due  to  the  generation 
of  fungi.  Steiner,  with  good  reason,  dis- 
believes this,  and  says  if  bacteria  be  found 
in  such  membranes,  it  is  probably  accident- 
al, and  not  an  essential  part  of  the  disease. 
The  treatment  recommended  is  lime  water 
as  a  gargle,  frequently  changed  compresses 
about  the  neck,  and  frequent  emetics — ipe- 
cac and  tartar  emetic  preferred.  Those 
who  have  witnessed  the  grateful  effect  of 
the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  from  slacking 
quick  lime,  must  agree  that  the  .author  has 
omitted  something  more  important  than 
either  the  lime  water  or  the  cold  compresses, 
valuable  though  they  be.  When  other  rem- 
edies fail,  tracheotomy  is  to  be  performed 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  without  chloroform. 
The  recoveries  after  tracheotomy,  for  croup, 
are  about  25.2  percent,  (p.  272.)  The 
fourth  section  on  diseases  of  the  trachea 
and  bronchi  isby  Reigle,  of  Cologne,  trans- 
lated by  J.  Solis  Cohen,  of  Philadelphia. 
Three  hundred  pages  are  devoted  to  this 
section,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  most  in- 
structive in  the  book — and,  with  the  last 
section,  redeems  the  volume  from  medioc- 
rity. Space  will  not  permit  a  minute  ex- 
amination. The  last  section,  on  diseases 
of  the  pleura,  is  by  Fraentzel,  translated 
by  J.  Burney  Yeo,  of  London.  It  will  re- 
pay a  careful  study.  W.  P. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases, 
Injuries,  ANb  Malformations  of  the 
Urinary  Bladder,  the  Prostate  Gland, 
AND  THE  Urethra.  By  Samuel  D.  Gross, 
M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  D.  C.  L.  Oxon,  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College  of  Philadelphia.  Third  Edi- 
tion, Revised  and  Edited  by  Samuel  W. 
Gross,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital.  Illustrated  by 
one  hundred  and  seventy  engravings. 
8vo.  574  pages.  Philadelphia :  Henry 
C.  Lea.  St.  Louis  :  St.  Louis  Book  and 
News  Company,  307  N.  Fourth  street. 


This  is  termed  a  "  third  edition,"  but  it 
is  really  more  than  a  revision  of  the  last 
imprint.  Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  has  rewritten 
many  portions,  and  brought  the  entire  work 
fully  up  to  the  present  day.  It  added 
much  to  the  enviable  reputation  of  its  illus- 
trious author  when  it  first  appeared,  and 
the  present  issue  can  but  sustain  his  fame 
and  bring  into  more  prominent  notice  the 
name  of  the  son,  who  by  his  industry  and 
patient  research,  shown  in  these  pages, 
proves  himself  worthy  of  the  name  he  bears. 
We  have  carefully  examined  the  entire 
work  and  detect  few  sins  of  omission, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  labors  of  con- 
temporaries are  duly  acknowledged.  In 
the  chapter  upon  Fistule  of  the  Bladder, 
the  labors  of  Sims  and  of  Bozeman  are 
duly  accredited. 

When  considering  the  diseases  of  the 
Prostate  gland,  Sir  Henry  Thompson  has 
due  honor  paid  him,  while  the  author's  orig- 
inal researches  upon  Prostetorrhoea  are  con- 
sidered at  length.  It  is,  upon  the  whole,  a 
most  meritorious  work,  and  one  that  the 
practitioner  can  poorly  afford  to  be  without. 
It  contains  the  cream  of  an  extensive  liter- 
ature, preented  in  a  very  readable  and 
attractive  st^^le.  As  usual,  the  publisher 
has  honored  himself  by  honoring  the  author 
with  a  fine  specimen  of  typographical  beauty 
and  excellence. 

A  Text-Book  of  Human  Physiology  ;  De- 
signed for  the  Use  of  Students  of  Medi- 
cine. By  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Physiology  and  Physiological 
Anatomy  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Med- 
ical College,  New  York ;  Fellow  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  ;  Mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County 
of  New  York,  etc.,  etc.  Illustrated  by 
three  lithographic  plates  and  three  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  wood  cuts.  Large  8vo. 
pp.  xviii-978.  New  York  :  D.  Appleton 
&  Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway.  1876. 
St.  Louis:  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N. 
Fourth  street.  Price  :  Cloth,  $6  ;  leath- 
er, S7. 

The  crowded   state  of  our  columns  has 

delayed  the  appearance  of  a  notice  of  Prof. 
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Flint's  magnificent  text-book,  and  now  we 
are  able  to  give  it  far  less  space  than  its 
surpassing  excellence  merits. 

Prof.  Flint,  Jr.,  is  too  w^ell  known  to  the 
American  Medical  profession  to  require  any 
commendation  from  us.  Although  still  in 
the  prime  of  vigorous  middle-age,  his  name 
is  known  wherever  experimental  physiology 
is  taught.  His  five  large  volumes  on  the 
Phj^siology  of  Man,  are  recognized  every- 
where as  the  fullest  and  most  complete  work 
upon  the  subject  in  any  language.  The 
text-book  before  us  is  a  condensation  from 
the  larger  w^ork  referred  to,  and  contains 
the  essential  matter  of  the  larger  work. 

From  a  close  examination  of  the  work 
we  are  satisfied  that  nowhere  else  will  the 
student  find  so  good  and  clear  an  exposi- 
tion of  what  is  known  upon  the  subject,  as 
between  its  covers.  The  sections  upon  the 
physiology  of  the  nervous  system  and  of 
generation  are  treated  of  in  a  most  exhaust- 
ive manner  as  their  importance  demands. 
The  references  to,  and  directions  for,  per- 
forming phj'siological  experiments  are  clear 
and  explicit. 

We  can  earnestly  commend  this  work  to 
the  student  and  practitioner  who  would 
learn  something  more  than  a  mere  smatter- 
ing of  the  most  important  of  the  medical 
sciences. 

The  Ready  Reference  List  for  Physi- 
cians. By  Richard  J.  Dunglison,  M. 
D.  Philadelphia:  1876.  From  the  Au- 
tlior. 

A  ver}'  convenient  hand-book,  containing 
the  text  of  the  Hippocratic  Oath — the  foun- 
dation stone  of  Medical  Ethics — a  list  of 
poisons  and  their  antidotes ;  a  table  of 
doses  of  remedies  ;  directions  for  the  re- 
suscitation of  the  apparently  drowned ; 
table  of  doses  for  children ;  number  of 
drops  in  a  fluid  drachm  of  various  liquids 
and  a  comparison  of  the  weights  and  meas- 
ures of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  and  the  Me- 
trical S^^stem,  which  Avill  be  of  much  value 
during  the  transition  from  one  to  the  other, 
vdiich  we  are  glad  to  say  appears  to  us  to 


be  inevitable.  A  valuable  list  of  trust- 
worthy advertisers  and  their  wares  make  up 
the  balance  of  a  veiy  useful  volume,  which 
we  heartily  commend. 

Physician's  Visiting  List  and  Complete 
Pocket  Record.  Good  until  Used.  Pre- 
pared by  Jas.  I.  Hale,  M.  D.  Anna, 
Illinois, '1876. 

Among  the  multitude  of  visiting  lists, 
this  will  be  found  one  of  the  most  conve- 
nient in  arrangement.  Its  very  low  price 
(65  cents)  is  in  its  favor.  Send  to  the  au- 
thor for  a  cop3^ 

t-^-* 
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Medical  and  Surgical  Memoirs  :  Con- 
taining Investigations  on  the  Geographi- 
ical  Distribution,  Causes,  Nature,  Rela- 
tions and  Treatment  of  various  Diseases, 
1855—1876.  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistiy  and  Clinical 
Medicine,  Medical  Department  Universi- 
ty of  Louisiana ;  Visiting  Physician  of 
Charity  Hospital ;  Honorary  Member  of 
the  Medical  Societ}^  of  Virginia ;  For- 
merl}^  Surgeon  in  the  Provisional  Arni}^ 
of  the  Confederate  States.  Vol.  I.  In- 
troduction to  the  Study  of  Diseases  of 
the  Nervous  System.  Investigations  on 
Traumatic  Tetanus,  Epileps}^,  Paralysis, 
and  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.  Clinical 
Observations  on  Diseases  of  the  Jjjm- 
phatic  and  Circulatory  Systems,  and  of 
the  Liver  and  Kidneys.  Investigations 
and  Researches  on  Pneumonia.  Obser- 
vations on  Diseases, of  the  Osseous  Sys- 
tem. Illustrated  by  800  cases  of  Dis- 
ease, 400  Physiological  Experiments,  95 
Analyses  of  the  Blood  and  Urine,  and  60 
Tables,  Illustrating  the  Symptoms  and 
Mortality  of  Diseases  under  Different 
Modes  of  Treatment  and  in  Different 
Climates.  Viiice  Malum  Bono.  8x0.  p. 
p.  XVII— 820.  New  Orleans  :  Printed 
for  the  Author,  by  Clark  &  Hofeline,  112 
Gravier  street,  1876.  Sent  to  any  ad- 
dress in  the  United  States  or  Canada  on 
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receipt  of  $6  50.     Address  the  Author, 
P.  O.  box  1,500,  New  Orleans,  La. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of 
THE  War  of  the  Rebellion.  (1861-65.) 
Prepared  in  accordance  with  Acts  of 
Congress,  under  the  Direction  of  Surgeon 
General  Joseph  K.  Barnes,  U.  S.  A. 

1.  Part  I.  Vol.  I.  Medical  History. 
By  J.  J.  Woodward,  Assistant  Surgeon 
U.  S.  A.  Large  4to.  726  pages.  Ap- 
pendix, pp.  367.  Washington :  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office.     Second  Issue,  1875. 

2.  Part  I.  Vol.  II.  Surgical  Histo- 
ry. By  George  A.  Otis,  Assistant  Surgeon 
U.  S.  A.  Second  Five  Thousand.  Large 
4to.  pp,  654.  Washington :  Government 
Printing  Office,  1875. 

3.  Part  II.  Vol.  II.  Surgical  His- 
tory. By  George  A.  Otis,  Assistant  Sur- 
geon U.  S.  A.  First  Issue.  Large  4to. 
pp.  1024 — XX.  Washington  :  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  1876. 

1.  Circular  No.  I.  War  Department, 
Surgeon  General's  Office,  Washington,  June 
10,  1868.  Report  on  Epidemic  Cholera 
and  Yellow  Fever  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  During  the  jear  1867. 
Large  8 vo.  pp.  156.  Washington:  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  1868. 

2.  Circular  No.  II.  Report  on  Ex- 
cisions OF  the  Head  of  the  Femur  for 
Gunshot  Injury.  Large  4to.  pp.  142. 
Washington  :  Government  Printing  Office, 
1869. 

3.  Circular  No.  III.  A  Report  of 
Surgical  Cases  Treated  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  from  1865  to  1871.  Large 
4to.  pp.  296.  Washington :  Government 
Printing  Office,  1871. 

4.  Circular  No.  IV.  A  Report  on 
Barracks  and  Hospitals,  with  Descrip- 
tions of  Military  Posts.  Large  4to.  pp. 
494.  Washington :  Government  Printing 
Office,  1870. 

5.  Circular  No.  VIII.     A  Report  on 

the  Hygiene  of  the  United  States  Army, 
with  Descriptions  of  Military  Posts.  Large 
4to.  pp.  567.  Washington :  Government 
Printing  Office,  1875. 


Cyclopaedia  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Edited  by  Dr.  H.  von  Ziemssen,  Profes- 
sor of  Clinical  Medicine  in  Munich,  Ba- 
varia. Vol.  VI,  Diseases  of  the  Circu- 
latory System,  together  with  the  chap- 
ters on  Whooping- Cough,  Diseases  of  the 
Lips  and  Cavity  of  the  Mouth,  and  Dis- 
eases of  the  Soft  Palate.  By  Professor 
Rosenstein,  of  Leyden  ;  Prof.  Schroetter, 
of  Vienna ;  Prof.  Lebert,  of  Vevay ; 
Prof.  Quincke,  of  Berne ;  Dr.  Bauer,  of 
Munich;  Dr.  Steffen,  of  Stettin;  Prof. 
Vogel,  of  Dorpat,  and  Prof.  Wagner, 
of  Leipsic.  Translated  by  George  W. 
Balfour,  M.  D.,  of  Edinburgh;  Edward 
G.  Geoghegan,  M.  D.,  of  London  ;  Thom- 
as D wight,  M.  D.,  of  Boston  ;  J.  Haven 
Emerson,  M.  D.,  and  George  W.  Wheel- 
ock,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  ;  and  J.  Solis 
Cohen,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia.     Albert 

H.  Buck,  M.  D.,  Editor  of  American 
Edition.  Large  8vo.  pp.  1014.  New 
York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great 
Jones  Street,  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Brown, 
Holdoway  &  Co.,  521  Olive  Street, 
Agents. 

Chemistry  :  General,  Medical  and  Phar- 
maceutical, including  the  Chemistr}-  of 
the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoea.  A  Manual  on 
the  General  Principles  of  the  Science, 
and  their  Applications  in  Medicine  and 
Pharmacj^.  By  John  Attfield,  Ph.  D., 
F.  C.  S.,  Professor  of  Practical  Chemis- 
try to  the  Pharmaceutical  Societ}'  of 
Great  Britain,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Seventh 
Edition.  Revised  from  the  Sixth  (Eng- 
lish) Edition  by  the  Author.  Large  12 
mo.  pp.  66S.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C. 
Lea,  1876.  St.  Louis  :  St.  Louis  Book 
and  News  Company,  307  N.  Fourth  st. 
Price,  cloth,  $2  75 ;  leather,  $3  25. 

AMEBIC  AN  JOURNALISM. 


Philadelphia,  Juty  10. — I  have  fre- 
quentl}'  had  occasion  to  notice  the  big  way 
in  which  the  Americans  do  things,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  it  would  be  easy  to  find  an 
apter  illustration  of  this  than  that  furnished 
by  the  "Centennial  Newspaper  Building," 
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in  the  exhibition  grounds.  Here  3'ou  may 
see  any  one,  or,  if  j'oii  like,  all  of  the  "8,129 
newspapers  published  regularly  in  the  Uni- 
ted States."  In  England  a  man  thinks  it 
cheap  if  he  is  given  his  choice  of  a  few  score 
of  newspapers  for  a  penny ;  and  as  our 
pennj^  is  here  practicall}-  represented,  as  a 
rule,  by  a  live-cent  or  even  a  ten-cent  piece 
(the  smallest  shoeblack,  for  instance,  ex- 
pects ten  cents  (5d . )  for  shining  your  boots) , 
a  man  could  scarcely  grumble  if  asked,  sa}^ 
a  quarter  of  a  dollar,  or  one  shilling,  for  the 
run  of  the  8,000  papers.  Need  it  be  said 
that  in  the  Centennial  Building  he  can  see 
them  one  and  all  for  nothing?  He  is  not 
only  permitted  as  a  favor  to  see  them,  but 
he  is  invited,  nay  pressed,  to  confer  tlie  fa- 
vor of  entering  tiie  building  and  calling  for 
what  paper  he  likes.  As  he  passes  the  en- 
trance his  eye  is  caught  by  some  such  kindlj' 
and  courteous  invitation  as  "  Come  in  and 
see  a  paper  from  your  home."  ' '  Write  3'our 
name  in  the  register,  give  your  card  to  the 
superintendent,  and  makfe  yourself  at  home." 
The  home  into  which  he  is  thus  cordially 
welcomed  is,  moreover,  a  very  pleasant  one. 
Without  any  pretensions  to  imposing  archi- 
tectural effect,  it  is  simple  elegant  and  neat. 
Its  length  is  67  feet ;  its  width  46  feet ;  its 
height  33  feet.  It  is  admirably  lighted  and 
ventilated  b^"  long  rows  of  windows  and  a 
large  lantern  roof.  Open  on  all  sides,  it 
catches  ever}'  breath  of  air  that  ventures  in 
this  weather  to  stir  out,  and  on  one  side  the 
air  is  cooled  by  passing  (jver  the  lake,  on 
the  border  of  which  the  building  is  pleas- 
antl}'  situated.  It  is,  in  fact,  altogether 
about  as  cool  and  agreeal)le  a  place — quite 
apart  from  its  literary  attractions — as  a  vis- 
itor to  the  Exhibition  could  wish  to  be  offer- 
ed a  chair  in.  He  may  at  first  wonder  how 
among  8,000  papers,  among  them  such 
]nio-htv  sheets  as  the  New  York  Herald  he 
is  to  get  at  the  small,  loved  print  of  his 
home,  thousands  of  miles  away,  it  may  be, 
over  the  Rocky  INIountains.  But  the  man- 
agement is  so  simple  that  by  consulting  the 
catalogue  anj^one  can  at  once  find  any  paper 
he  wants.  They  ai'e  pigeon-holed  on  shelves 
in  the  alphabetical  order  of  their  States  or 
Territories  and  their  towns,  the  names  of 
which  are  clearly  labeled  on  the  shelves. 
Thus  the  news[)apers  of  Abbeville,  in  Ala- 
bama, would  be  found  on  the  first  shelf,  and 
those  of  Laramie  City,  in  Wyoming,  on  the 
last ;  but  anybod}'  in  difficulties  has  only  to 
apply  to  one  of  the  eight  superintendents, 
who,   "  all   pineapples    of  politeness,"  are 


read}^  to  execute  his  orders  as  if  they  bodily 
belonged  to  him.  If  he  would  like  to  take 
notes  or  write,  he  has,  in  two  galleries  which 
run  round  the  upper  part  of  the  building, 
his  choice  of  some  thirty  desks  with  pen,  ink 
and  paper,  all  provided,  of  course,  gratis  ; 
or  if  he  has  ladies  with  him,  or  friends  with 
whom  he  wants  to  have  a  perfectly  private 
chat,  there  are  at  his  disposal  two  or  three 
private  rooms  comfortably  fitted  up. 

The  8,000  and  odd  American  newspapers 
are  declared  by  the  same  authority  to  ex- 
ceed "  the  combined  issues  of  all  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth."  One  is  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  that  of  this  number  no  less 
than  6,235,  or  more  than  three-fourths,  are 
weekly.  Some  of  them  belong  to  classes 
to  which  in  England  the  word  ' '  newspaper  " 
would  scarcely  be  applied,  and  to  which 
even  Webster's  definition  of  a  newspaper  as 
a  ' '  sheet  of  paper  printed  and  distributed 
at  short  intervals  for  conve3'ing  intelligence 
of  passing  events,"  would  not  permit  it  to 
be  applied.  Such  are  the  semi-monthly 
publications  (105),  the  monthly  (747),  and 
even  the  quarter]}^  (67) .  The  State  of  New 
York  naturally  supplies  the  largest  number, 
1,818  ;  in  the  cit}'  alone  there  are  consider- 
abl}'  over  400.  Next  comes  Pennsylvania 
with  738,  Philadelphia  contributing  over 
160.  Then  come  Ohio,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and 
Indiana,  all  outstripping,  one  is  surprised 
to  find,  that  model  vState  and  centre  of  en- 
lightenment, Massachusetts,  though  she 
issues  nearly  350.  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  the  West,  young  and  raw  as  it  is,  seems 
more  go  ahead  and  enterprising  in  jo^rnal- 
ism  than  the  refined  and  venerable  East. 
California  already  ranks  fourth  in  the  num- 
ber of  its  dailies.  Some  of  the  names  of 
American  newspapers  might  to  auEnglish- 
man  seem  enough  to  strangle  them  in  the 
birth.  Sucli  are  the  Union  ^^^py,  the  Jolly 
Giant,  Aurora  Brazileira,  Broad  Axe  of 
Freedom^  Uiiterrifiek  Democrat^  Painted 
Post  Times ^  Roman  Citizen.,  and — Greek 
shades  forgive  for  ever  cln'onicling  such  an 
outrage — Homer's  Iliad.,  side  b^y  side  too 
witli  Horseheads  Journal.  The  proprietors 
of  the  Centennial  Newspaper  Building  are 
avowedty  advertising  agents — the  largest,  I 
believe,  in  all  America — Messrs.  O.  P.  Row- 
ell  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  Their  enterprise 
will  cost  altogether  about  $20,000,  or 
£4,000,  including  the  building  and  the  ex- 
penses of  "running"  it  for  six  months. — 
London  Times. 
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CHRONIC  NASAL  CATARRH. 


BY  E.  C.  GEHRUNG,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  LATE  OF 
DENVER,  COLORADO. 


The  almost  universal  prevalence  of  this 
disease  invests  it  with  general  interest. 
May  this  serve  as  my  apology  for  touching 
once  more  this  frequented  field. 

I  do  not  intend  to  exhume  the  literature 
of  the  past  on  this  subject,  nor  write  an 
exhaustive  treatise  on  its  pathology,  as  this 
can  be  found  in  the  text-books.  My  inten- 
tion is  merel}',  to  report  the  results  of  my 
observations  and  to  explain  m}^  treatment, 
which  for  several  3'ears  has  been  followed 
with  satisfactory  results. 

It  is  the  uncomplicated  chronic  catarrh 
of  the  posterior  nares  that  forms  the  sub- 
ject of  this  paper ;  uncomplicated  by  any 
diathesis  or  specific  disease  whatever,  not 
rendered  incurable  by  previous  heroic  (?) 
treatment,  nor  dependent  on  polj^pus  or 
tumors  of  an}^  kind. 

The  dry  state  of  the  atmosphere  of  Col- 
orado appears  to  be  favorable  to  its  devel- 
opment to  an  extent  relatively  greater  than 
in  countries  differentl}'  situated.  The  mois- 
ture of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  will  be 
rapidly  exhausted  ;  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence the  protecting  epithelium  will  be- 
come dr}^,  peel  off,  and  act  as  an  additional 
irritant. 

Like  other  catarrhal  diseases,  nasal  ca- 
tarrh recognizes  multiple  causes  ;  Dryness^ 
which  appears  to  occupy  the  first  rank,  as  a 
direct  cause  ;  dampness^  which  acts  indi- 
rectly by  way  of  a  series  of  acute  attacks, 
from  suppression   of  the   cutaneous   func- 


tions ;  and   mechanical,  chemical  and  im- 
ponderable irritants. 

It  is  to  its  favorite  locality  on  the  pharyn- 
geal surface  of  the  soft  palate  that  I  wish 
to  draw  the  attention,  as  this  furnishes  the 
indications  for  the  treatment. 

Wh}^  the  afore-mentioned  localitj^  should 
be  the  one  preferred  must  be  answered  theo- 
reticall}'.     The    air    inspired    through   the 
nose  passes  in  a  straight  line  to  that  point, 
and  there  undergoing  deflection,   almost  at 
right  angles  from  its  course,  must  certainly 
cause  the  comparatively  greatest  amount  of 
friction,  dessication  and  the  deposit  of  the 
larger    quantity    of    foreign    substances   it 
may   contain.     These  causes    act   uninter- 
ruptedl3\     The  mucous  membrane  will  soon 
be  abraded,  which  abrasions  scab  over  and 
finall}'  thick,  ropy  mucus  and  muco-puru~ 
lent   masses   are   formed,  which    will  flow 
down  along  the  posteroir   pharyngeal  wall 
to  the  larynx.     The  scabs,  as  well  as  those 
masses,  with  the  simultaneous   drj^ness  of 
the  phar^'ux  and  soft  palate,  cause  the  diffi- 
culty  in    swallowing,    so   generally    com- 
plained of  by  the  patients,   and  irritate  the 
pharynx  and  lar3'nx,  producing  hoarseness 
and  coughing  attacks,   with  an  expectora- 
tion sometimes  simulating  that  of  consump- 
tion.    Likewise  does   this   tickling   of  the 
soft  palate  and  pharn^^x  and  the  attempt  to 
get  rid  of  the  crusts,  etc.,  cause  the  subject, 
of  this  trouble  to  vomit  his   meals,  in  con«- 
sequence  of  which  a   state  of  inanition  is. 
brought  about,  which  may  be  mistaken  for- 
consumption. 

Treatment. — The  disease  occupies,  as, 
above  stated,  principally  the  pharyBgealJ 
surface  of  the  soft  palate.  The  indieations. 
are  to  find  the  means  of  cleansing  the  sur- 
face referred  to  from  incrustations  and  mu- 
cus, and  a  method  to  get  medicines  in 
contact  with  the  freshly  cleared  surface. 
Among  the  remedies  and  modes  of  applica- 
tion of  the  same  in  vogue,  there  are  none, 
to  my  knowledge,  meeting  the  above  indi- 
cations satisfactorily.  By  the  nasal  douche ^ 
if  used    according  to  directions^  the  fluids 
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circulate  on  the  floor  of  the  nose,  while  at. 
the  same  time  the  patient  is  taught  to  apph" 
the  soft  palate  to  the  posterior  phaiyngeal 
wall,  and  the  diseased  surface  is  thereby 
<;ompletel3'  protected  from  the  contact  of 
medicated  fluids.  Snuffing  or  throwing; 
fluids  or  powders  into  the  nose  will  meet 
the  same  fate.  Injections  from  the  pos- 
terior nares  meet  with  the  objection,  that  the 
pipe  of  the  s^^ringe  effectuall}^  protects  the 
aflfected  part.  Application  of  the  solid 
caustic  can  not  meet  with  success  if  the 
<crusts  are  not  primaril}'  removed,  and  be- 
•cause  these  applications  are  too  severe  and 
'Can  therefore  not  be  used  sufficiently' 
often.  Another  objection  against  all  these 
means  is,  that  the}^  are  not  altogether 
free  from  danger,  are  painful  and  entirety 
too  severe.  A  very  simple,  and  accord- 
ing to  my  experience,  xerj  effectual  plan 
remains : 

The  patient  is  directed  to  lean  back  his 
head.  With  a  small  syringe,  teaspoon,  or 
an}"  other  contrivance,  let  a  small  quantity 
of  tepid  salt  water  (5i-0i)  or  bicarbonate 
of  potash  in  water  (5i-0i)  flow  gentty  into 
one  of  the  anterior  nares,  and  direct  him 
to  expire  gently  through  the  nose  with  the 
mouth  closed,  when  some  of  the  fluid  will 
flow  down  along  the  pharynx,  which  fluid  he 
may  eject  by  the  mouth  and,  leaning  forward, 
empty  his  nose  at  the  same  time.  After 
repeating  this  process  a  few  times  b}^  each 
nostril,  both  crusts  and  mucus  will  be  com- 
pletely removed.  This  treatment  alone, 
repeated  as  often  as  any  crusts  can  be 
washed  away  (first  twice,  then  once  a  day, 
then  every  second  day,  etc.),  will  generally 
<5ure  the  disease  within  a  few  weeks.  The 
vomiting  and  hofirseness  will  disappear 
likewise;  The  process  of  healing  may  be 
hastened  b}^  using^ — in  the  same  wa}^  as  the 
«alt  water,  and  after  it — -small  quantities  of 
weak  medicated  solutions. 

A  permanent  cure  can  not  often  be  ex- 
pected, as  the  causes  are  constant^  in  ope- 
ration. Consequently  it  will  be  necessar}^ 
to  insti'uot  the  patient  to  recur  to  the  same 


treatment  from  time  to  time  as  necessit}' 
ma}'  demand. 

Simple  chronic  catarrh  of  the  anterior 
nares  with  the  formation  of  scabs  or  crusts 
can  be  cured 'by  letting  the  crusts  alone  and 
by  applying  every  night  on  going  to  bed  a 
lump  of  lard  as  high  up  as  can  be  reached 
by  the  little  finger  in  the  affected  nostril. 
These  crusts  can  be  blown  away,  without 
difficulty,  in  the  morning,  and  soon  no  more 
will  form.  The  trouble  is  then  cured  until, 
in  consequence  of  the  repetition  of  its 
causes,  it  ma}^  recur  ;  when  the  same  appli- 
cation will  have  the  same  result. 

The  principle  of  this  treatment  therefore 
consists  in  :  Removal  of  obstructions  and 
irritants,  and  substitution  of  moisture  and 
mild  stimulation. 

The  above  method  is  also  applicable  for 
the  administration  of  mild  gargles,  as  they 
are  brought  more  effectually  in  contact  with 
the  pharj'ux,  and  sometimes  the  larynx, 
than  by  most  other  methods. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  that  the 
rebellious  character  of  this  disease  to  ' '  en- 
ergetic treatment"  may  be  conquered  hy 
removing  the  immediate  cause  and  mild 
topical  applications,  I  shall  consider  myself 
amply  rewarded. 

1507  Pine  Street. 


CEREBRAL  LOCALIZATIONS. 


(Translated  for  the  Clinical  Record.) 

We  find  in  the  October  number  of  the 
Journal  de  Medecine  et  de  Chirurgie  prati- 
ques a  very  full  review  of  the  state  of  our 
present  knowledge  of  the  localization  of 
cerebral  functions  and  the  practical  appli- 
cation thereof  to  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  brain  disease.  We  purpose  mak- 
ing a  full  abstract  of  this  paper  that  our 
readers  vnixj  be  put  in  possession  of  facts 
which  are  only  to  be  found  b}'  consulting 
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many  journals  which  have  appeared  during 
several  years  past. 

To  M.  Broca  is  given  the  credit  of  first 
clesivlj  localizing  a  function  in  the  convo- 
lutions of  the  cerebrum .  He  demonstrated 
that  the  function  of  language  is  located  in 
the  posterior  portion  of  the  third  left  frontal 
<;onvolution.  This  is  often  denominated 
Broca's  convolution.  At  the  present  day 
few  doubt  this  localization. 

Hughlings  Jackson,  of  London,  has  pub- 
lished some  of  the  clearest  localizations  of 
function  relating  to  the  origin  of  epilepti- 
form convulsions. 

Fritsch  and  Hitzig,  in  Germany,  have 
shown  b}^  experiments  upon  different  ani- 
mals, that  movements  are  determined  b}^ 
electrizing  the  cortical  substance  of  the 
cerebral  convolutions.  This  is  contrary  to 
the  opinions  of  phj^siologists,  that  the  cere- 
brum is  incapable  of  being  excited  by  ex- 
ternal stimuli.  The  authors  named  showed 
that  certain  movements  were  alwajs  excited 
1)3'  electrizing  certain  definite  portions  of 
the  convolutions  ;  in  fact,  that  the  functions 
of  the  brain  were  strictly  localized. 

Ferrier,  in  England,  made  analogous  ex- 
periments upon  different  animals,  especiall}' 
upon  monke3's,  with  similar  results,  but 
more  convincing,  because  the  brain  of  the 
monkey  resembles  that  of  man  more  closely 
than  does  that  of  the  lower  animals.  Fer- 
rier found  that  in  monkey's  the  centers  for 
voluntary  movements  were  much  more  num- 
erous and  decomposed  than  in  inferior  ani- 
mals ;  that  is  to  say :  that  b}'  excitation  of 
a  center  in  one  of  the  lower  animals  an  en- 
tire limb  was  caused  to  move,  in  the  monke}' 
the  paw,  the  fore-arm,  the  arm  or  a  single 
group  of  muscles  could  be  caused  to  act  b}' 
appropriate  excitation. 

In  1875,  Carville  and  Duret  published, 
in  France,  an  important  memoir  upon  the 
functions  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres,  in 
which  the  foregoing  experiments  were 
varied  and  criticised  ;  we  have  already'  pre- 
sented our  readers  with  a  translation  of  this 
contribution.     The}'  proved  the  reality'  of 


the  discoveries  before  mentioned,  but  proved 
that  neighboring  portions  of  brain  sub- 
stance could,  in  a  measure,  supplement  the 
centers  which  had  been  destroj'ed.  They 
having  removed  the  centers  of  movements  b}' 
the  knife.  Other  experimentors  removed 
them  with  caustics,  with  similar  results. 

Charcot  has  thoroughl}'  studied  this  sub-^ 
ject,  and  his  pupils  have  published  several 
remarkable  works. 

There  is  much  that  remains  unknown 
upon  this  subject,  still  it  is  well  ascertained 
that  the  centers  for  voluntary  movements 
are  all  grouped  upon  the  lateral  portions  of 
the  cerebrum,  about  the  fissure  of  Rolando 
and  the  fissure  of  Sylvius.  Above  and  in 
front  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  there  are 
five  convolutions  which  have  been  thor- 
oughl}^  studied  ;  the  inferior  horizontal  con- 
volution, the  third  frontal  convolution  of 
Broca,  the  second,  and,  highest,  the  first 
frontal  convolution  ;  behind  the  latter,  and 
in  front  of  the  fissure  of  Rolando  is  the  as- 
cending frontal.  Behind  the  fissure  is  the 
ascending  parietal  convolution. 

The  centers  for  movements  of  the  supe- 
rior members  are  found  in  the  ascending 
frontal  and  in  the  parietal  convolutions. 
Further  back,  upon  the  ascending  parietal, 
is  found  the  center  for  the  inferior  limbs ; 
that  for  the  neck  and  head  is  found  above, 
on  the  first  frontal  convolution ;  for  the 
muscles  of  the  face  and  eyelids,  on  the 
second  convolution  ;  finally,  for  the  tongue, 
the  jaws,  the  lips  and  for  speech,  the  pos- 
terior portion  of  the  third  frontal  convolu- 
tion. That  for  the  movements  of  the  eye 
is  found  more  posteriori}-,  on  the  curved  or 
angular  convolution. 

Such  are  the  centers  as  they  are  at  pres- 
ent known.  They  have  been  verified  in 
man  b}'  the  coincidence  of  limited  paraly- 
ses with  ver}^  circumscribed  lesions  of  the 
brain,  each  variet}^  of  paral3'sis  having  its 
well-known  seat  in  a  limited  portion  of  the 
nervous  S3^stem. 

Dr.  Landouz3- ,  i^^  ^^^^  recent  thesis : 
"  Contributions  to  the  stud3'  of  Convulsions 
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and  Paralysis  in  fronto-parietal  meningo- 
encephalitis," has  given  a  very  complete 
view  of  the  paralytic  phenomena  due  to 
destruction  of  these  centers.  He  has  had 
numerous  opportunities  of  stud3'ing  tuber- 
cular meningitis,  and  shows  that  whenever 
the  cortical  substance  of  the  brain  is  af- 
fected by  the  disease  that  various  forms  of 
paralj'sis  resulted.  The}^  were  different 
from  the  paralyses  due  to  the  destruction  of 
the  central  portions  in  that  they  were  lim- 
ited, often,  at  the  outset,  simply  to  a 
single  group  of  muscles  ;  the}^  Mere  often 
transient,  susceptible  to  diminution  or  even 
cure ;  besides,  they  were  grouped  in  a  cer- 
tain manner.  Convulsions  and  contraet- 
«res  due  to  the  same  disease,  presented  the 
same  characteristics,  and  at  the  autopsy  he 
has  verified  the  diagnosis  of  an  affection  of 
the  fronto-parietal  motor  region.  In  fine, 
he  has  demonssrated  that  a  lesion  of  these 
portions  of  the  cortical  substance,  whatever 
was  its  nature,  always  produced  character- 
istic, localized  disorders.  . 

The  topography  of  the  brain  is  now  care- 
fully studied.  We  are  no  longer  content 
with  saying  that  the  cerebral  convolutions 
are  as  capricious  as  those  of  the  intestines, 
^s  was  formerly  said  ;  hence  it  would  be  of 
interest  to  know  to  what  part  of  the  cranium 
the  different  convolutions  correspond. 

It  is  a  difficult  task,  yet  it  has  lieen 
undertaken  by  several.  By  M.  Broca,  who 
made  gimlet  holes  through  the  skull  and 
introduced  pieces  of  wood  into,  the  brain, 
and  afterwards  examined  the  pegs  in  the 
cerebral  substance.  B}^  Landzert  and  Heft- 
ier, of  St.  Petersburg,  who  made  injections 
into  the  cerebral  substance,  then  marked  off 
all  parts  of  the  skull  and  removed  them 
successively^  Turner,  of  Edinburg,  has 
made  some  very  interesting  diagrams,  in 
which  he  found  the  corresponding  points  b}' 
removing  certain  portions  of  the  skull  b}- 
sawing  them  out  piece  by  piece. 

A  student  in  the  Paris  hospitals,  M. 
Fere,  has  lecentlj^  made  remarkable  obser- 
vations.     He   has    made    use   of    Broca's 


method  upon  frozen  brains,  and  has  studied 
the  relations  of  the  superficial  with  the- 
deeper  portions  of  the  encephalon.  Those^ 
who  would  study  the  possible  application^ 
of  these  facts  to  therapeutics  should  study 
the  works  of  Fere  and  Broca  (Bulletin  de 
la  Societe  d^anthropologie) . 

In  fact,  practical  application  of  these^ 
recent  theoretical  studies  has  already  been 
made.  A  new  thesis,  b}'  a  military  sur- 
geon, Dr.  Charles  Paris,  contains  some 
ver}'  interesting  ideas:  "Indications  for 
trephining  the  cranial  bone§  from  the  stand- 
point of  cerebral  localization."  The  au- 
thor first  establishes  the  fact  that  the  use  of 
the  trephine  upon  the  skull  is  not,  of  itself, 
a  grave  operation  ;  that  large  portions  of 
the  skull  may  be  removed  with  impunity 
when  antiseptic  dressings  are  made  use  of. 
Then,  he  contends,  that  in  order  to  utilize 
the  idea  of  cerebral  localization  in  trephin- 
ing subjects  affected  with  partial  paralysis,. 
it  is  onl}'  necessary  to  determine  upon  the 
cranium  the  exact  situation  of  the  fissure  of 
Rolando.  We  have  seen  above  that  all  the 
most  important  centers  are  about  this  fis- 
sure. If  a  horizontal  line  is  carried  from, 
before  backward  from  the  external  orbital 
apophj'sis,  and  we  measure  five  centime ters^ 
(1.95  inches)  upon  this  line,  we  shall  be 
about  over  the  inferior  extremity  of  the 
fissure  ;  we  then  know  exacth'  where  we 
are,  and  a  mark  traced  upon  the  spalp  is 
sufficient  guide  for  the  operation.  If  we 
see  a  wounded  person  affected  with  a  lim- 
ited paral3'sis,  with  convulsions  or  contrac- 
tions of  the  upper  or  lower  limb,  or  of  the 
muscles  of  the  neck  or  lips,  or  if  he  is 
aphasic,  the  trephine  may  be  applied  to  the ' 
skull  upon  the  opposite  side  and  upon  the 
line  designated,  higher  or  lower,  according 
to  the  center  affected. 

Basing  his  action  upon  these  'facts,  M. 
Broca  trephined  an  aphasic  patient  over  the 
center  for  language,  and  gave  exit  to  a  col- 
lection of  pus  ;  at  the  autopsy  he  found  an 
inflammator}^  destruction  of  the  convolution 
for  language  (third  frontal,  lower  part) . 
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An  operation  performed  b}'  M.  Lucas 
Championniere,  is  the  first  success  which 
places  in  bold  relief  all  the  value  of  cere- 
bral localization,  and  M.  Paris  has  repro- 
duced it  entire  in  his  thesis.  The  case  was 
that  of  an  aphasic  wounded  patient  who 
had  a  limited  paral3Tis  of  the  right  arm. 
Trephining  over  the  region  of  the  anterior 
parietal  convolution  disclosed  a  center  of 
fracture  and  allowed  the  removal  of  a  con- 
siderable splinter.  Before  the  operation 
no  one  doubted  that  the  patient  operated 
tipon  was  at  death's  door,  he  recovered 
completely  and  has  no  trace  remaining  of 
parah^sis  nor  aphasia. 

M.  Marvaud,  a  militar}'  surgeon,  has 
since  published  in  les  Bulletins  de  la  Societe 
de  Chirurgie,  a  case  of  complete  cure,  by 
trephining,  of  a  wounded  patient  having 
aphasia  and  2Daral3'sis  of  the  right  side. 

These  examples  will  suffice  to  show  that 
surger}^  has  already  derived  some  aid  from 
these  studies,  but  science  will  not  rest  here. 
'Of  course,  within  the  limits  of  an  article 
like  this  a  subject  of  such  importance  can- 
not be  completely  studied.  We  have  con- 
fined ourselves  to  the  principal  elements  of 
the  question  and  their  immediate  applica- 
tion. 

For  those  of  our  readers  who  would  have 
a  more  complete  digest  of  the  subject,  we 
have  anal3'zed  the  excellent  general  review 
-of  cerebral  localizations  b}^  Rendu  and 
Oombault,  in  the  Revue  des  Sciences  medi- 
■cales.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  diflTer- 
ences  from  those  given  above 

Phj^siological  experiments  have  proven 
that  the  motor  centers  are  situated  exclu- 
sivel}'  upon  the  ascending  frontal  convolu- 
tions, that  is  to  sa}',  the}'  are  all  in  front  of 
the  fissure  of  Rolando,  which  constitutes 
the  line  of  separation  between  the  frontal 
and  the  parieto-occipital  lobes.  There  are 
found,  going  from  above  downward,  the 
-center  for  the  lower  limb,  that  for  the  upper 
extremity  ;  towards  the  middle,  the  center 
for  the  face  ;  and  below,  those  for  the  mouth, 
.tongue  and  jaws.     If  one  of  tliof^c  points  is 


excited,  movements  are  produced^  localized 
in  groups  of  muscles  w^hich  are  controlled 
b}'  the  center  excited.  On  the  contrary',  if 
the  latter  be  destroj^ed  a  paralj'sis  super- 
venes in  the  same  groups  of  muscles.  But 
this  paral3'sis  presents  chTiracteristics  which 
are  all  the  more  important  to  know,  as  they 
are  found,  in  part,  in  certain  pathological 
conditions.  According  to  Carville  and 
Duret  these  peculiarities  are  three  in  num- 
ber :  the  paralysis  is  limited  to  ver}-  circum- 
scribed groups  of  muscles  ;  it  is  intermit- 
tent in  its  appearance  ;  it  is  recovered  from 
completel3'  in  four,  five  or  six  da3^s. 

From  a  pathological  point  of  view  w^e 
find  a  correspondence  which  is  almost  per- 
fect with  these  ph3'siological  results.  Thus, 
in  partial  epileps3^,  characterized  b3^  spas- 
modic jerks,  convulsions  confined  to  the 
limbs,  cerebral  lesions  are  alwa3"s  found, 
whose  constant  seat  is  in  the  anterior  por- 
tions of  the  convolutions  at  the  level  of  the 
frontal  lobe,  never  in  the  occipital  lobe. 
This  lesion  is  variable,  it  ma3"  be  a  clot,  a 
point  of  recent  softening,  a  3^ellow  patch,  a 
cerebral  tumor  or  an  aneurism  of  the  ante- 
rior cerebral  arter3'.  # 

These  same  lesions  with  the  same  locali- 
zations may  act  difierentl3^  and  produce  a 
parateis  of  the  muscles  when  the  nervous 
substance  ceases  to  be  excitable.  It  has 
been  also  observed  that  hemiplegia  which  is 
consecutive  to  these  lesions  ma}'  present 
points  of  diflference  from,  that  due  to  affec- 
tions of  the  corpus  striatum,  ma3'  diflfer  so 
much  in  certain  cases  that  the3^  ma}^  be 
differentiated  clinicall3'.  These  dififerential 
characters  consist  principall}'  in  the  tend- 
enc3'  of  the  paral3'sis  to  remain  limited,  and 
in  the  slight  intensit3'  and  short  duration 
of  the  paral3^tic  phenomena.  Besides,  this 
paral3'sis  ma3'  succeed  unilateral  convul- 
sions, as  is  often  seen  in  tuburcular  menin- 
gitis, or,  finall3%  it  ma3^  be  accompanied  by 
aphasia,  which  alwa3's  indicates  a  lesion  of 
the  frontal  region. 

The  much  greater  complexit}^  of  the  cen- 
tral portions  of  the  brain  renders  the  stud}' 
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of  localizations  in  those  parts  mnch  more 
difficalt.  Clinicall}^  we  ma}^  content  our- 
selves with  admitting  that  the  destruction 
of  one  of  the  opto-striated  centers  is  fol- 
lowed bj'^  complete  motor  hemiplegia  exclu- 
sivel}^,  while  it  is  not  possible  to  more 
definitel}"  localize  the  lesion.  But  if  the 
centers  of  gray  matter  possess,  apparently, 
identical  properties,  this  is  not  true  of  the 
bundles  of  white  substance  which  are  im- 
mediately contiguous  to  them,  and  consti- 
tute the  internal  capsule.  A  lesion  of  this 
latter  part  should  be  considered  as  half-way 
between  and  determining  hemiansesthesia 
or  hemichorea.  Hemiansesthesia  thus  pro- 
duced may  be  observed  not  only  along  with 
hemiplegia,  but  also  isolated.  As  to  hemi- 
chorea, described  by  Charcot,  then  by  Ray- 
mond, it  may  assume  two  forms:  the  one, 
post-hemorrhagic,  the  other  pre-hemorrh- 
agic.  The  first-named,  the  more  common, 
habitually  supervenes  after  cerebral  apo- 
plexy followed  by  complete  hemiplegia ;  it 
is  often  accompanied  by  hemiansesthesia. 
After  a  time  movements  begin  to  reappear, 
and  now  hemichorea  shows  itself.  The 
limbs  are  agisted  by  slight,  irregular, 
spasmodic  contractions  resembling  the  tre- 
mors of  a  slight  chorea ;  these  spasms  are 
aggravated,  manifestly,  when  voluntary 
movements  are  made  ;  their  seat  is  by  pre- 
ference the  limbs,  but  the  face  may  be 
equall}^  affected  causing  grimacing.  This 
state  of  affairs  generally  persists  until  the 
patient  dies  ;  he  having  never  regained  pre- 
cision in  his  movements. 

In  the  second  form,  immediately  before  an 
attack  of  paralj^^sis  choreaform  movements 
are  developed.  They  are  often  not  well 
marked,  transient  and  soon  replaced  by 
hemiplegia,  into  which  it  may  pass  unper- 
ceived.  In  the  clearest  cases  this  is  what 
is  observed :  the  patients  are  affected  b}^ 
several  attacks  of  feebleness  or  giddiness, 
which  may  cause  them  to  fall ;  after  one  of 
these  attacks  of  dizziness  it  is  remarked 
that  the  walk  becomes  at  the  same  time 
hesitating    and    disordered,   while    the    su- 


perior member  is  agitated  by  choreic  move- 
ments. These  movements  may  continue 
several  days,  after  which,  sometimes  grad- 
ually, sometimes  suddenlj^,  motor  hemiple- 
gia shows  itself  in  the  wake  of  one  of  these 
attacks,  as  after  an  ordinaiy  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage. 

Hemichorea,  like  hemiansesthesia,  is  the 
result  of  a  lesion  situated  at  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  internal  capsule.  It  follows ^ 
also,  froni  these  facts,  that  the  similarity 
between  true  hemichorea  and  the  hemian- 
aesthesia  of  h3'sterical  subjects  may  cause 
us  to  conclude  that  there  is  a  similarity  in 
the  lesions  ;  all  the  more  as  certain  cases  of 
hysterical  hemiansesthesia  present  at  the 
same  time  choreaform  movements  in  the 
member  stricken  by  hemiplegia. 

Such  are  the  principal  facts  that  the 
study  of  cerebral  localizations  appears  to» 
have  placed  beyond  doubt,  but  it  is  reason- 
able  to  hope,  as  Rendu  has  said,  that  the 
same  method  of  investigation,  furnished  at 
first  bj^  clinical  observation,  and  controlled 
by  physiological  experimentation,  will  soon 
reveal  many  facts  which  are  now  unknown, 
in  relation  to  the  functioning  of  the  en-^ 
cephalon.  w.  b.  h. 

TRANSACTION  OF  THE  CONWAY 
AND  FRANKLIN  COUNTY  MEDI- 
CAL ASSOCIATION 


At  ^  regular  meeting  of  the  Conway  and 
Franklin  County  Medical  Association,  held 
at  Springfield,  Ark.,  on  the  3rd  day  of 
October,  1876,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  was  unanimously'  adopted  : 

Whereas,  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Judi- 
cial Council  of  that  bod}'  reversed  its 
action  of  the  3'ear  previous  in  regard  to  the 
Arkansas  State  Medical  Association  and 
rejected  the  delegates  of  said  Association 
and  admitted  delegates  from  a  bogus  society 
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called   the    "New    Society,"   made   up   of 
bolters  from  the  old.     Therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  by  this  Society,  That  we  as  a 
Society  condemn  the  action  of  said  Judicial 
Council  as  illegal  and  in  the  highest  degree 
erroneous.  That  we  have  been  represented 
in  the  Arkansas  Medical  Association,  and 
that  we  will  stick  to  it  to  the  last,  and  will 
send  delegates  to  its  next  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Hot  Springs,  in  November  next, 
considering  it  the  only  legitimate  State 
Medical  Society  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
Be  it  further 

Resolved^  That  we  are  much  pleased  with 
and  endorse  the  editorial  in  the  St.  Louis 
Clinical  Record,  in  the  August  number, 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  return  our 
thanlis  to  the  editor  for  the  interest  he  has 
taken  in  our  behalf  and  organized  medicine 
in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  that  the 
Clinical  Recod  be  requested  to  publish 
these  resolutions. 

G.  L.  Cunningham,  M.  D.,  Pres't. 

J.  H.  Westerfield,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 


♦  ♦ » 


THE   INTERNATIONAL    MEDICAL 
CONGRESS. 


{Continued  from  October  Number.) 

Third  Day — September  6. 

meetings  of  sections. 

Section  1 — Medicine. — Do  the  Condi- 
tions of  Modern  Life  favor  specially  the 
Development  of  Nervous  Diseases?  Re- 
porter, Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  Prof. 
Bartholow  contended  that  the  modern  man 
was  longer  lived,  larger  and  more  healthy 
in  every  sense  than  the  ancient  progenitors 
of  the  race  ;  hence,  that  as  the  same  forms 
of  nervous  disease  were  known  among  the 
ancients  as  among  ourselves,  that  he  must 
take  the  negative  of  the  question.  An  in- 
teresting discussion,  pro  et  con,  followed, 
and  the  section  refused  to  give  any  decided 
expression  of  opinion  upon  the  question. 

The  treatment  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 
By  Dr.  E.  Gr.  Eliascopullis,  of  Galaxidi, 
Greece,  translated  by  John  Gutteras,  M.  D. , 
of  Philadelphia. 


The  Etiology  of  Epilepsy.  By  W.  B. 
Neftel,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  An  inter- 
esting paper,  which  was  referred  for  publi» 
cation. 

Section  2 — Biology. — The  Path©logical 
Histology  of  Cancer.  Reporter,  J.  N.  S. 
Arnold,  M.  D.,  professor  of  Physiology  in 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Section  3 — Surgery. — Treatment  of  Cox-- 
algia.  Reporter,  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Orthopedic  Surgery  and  Clini- 
cal Surgery  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York. 

Prof.  Sayre  said  that  the  disease  might 
occur  in  any  person,  is  not  necessarily  of 
scrofulous  origin.  That  it  is  never  of  con- 
stitutional,  but  always  of  traumatic  origin.. 

He  said  that  proper  treatment  in  th© 
earlier  stages,  in  the  majority  of  cases ^ 
would  result  in  cure,  without  deformity,  and 
with  perfect  motion.  If  proper  treatment 
has  been  neglected  until  the  bone  has  be- 
come carious,  then  exsection  is  justifiable^ 
and  far  preferable  to  the  slow  exfoliations, 
of  nature,  giving  better  results  in  regard  to 
preserving  the  mobility  of  the  joint,  the 
usefalness  of  the  limb  and  in  preventing 
deformity.  After  an  interesting  discussion 
the  following  conclusions  of  the  Section 
were  reported  to  the  Congress,  having  been 
adopted  with  the  exception  of  section  2  : 

1.  That  morbus  coxarius  is  a  disease 
most  frequentl}^  met  with  in  early  childhood,, 
or  the  age  of  reckless  indifference. 

2.  That  it  is  almost  alwaj^s  of  tiaumatie 
origin,  and  not  necessarily  connected  with 
a  vitiated  constitution. 

3.  That  rest  and  freedom  from  pressure 
of  the  parts  involved,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  rest  of  the  body  is  allowed  free 
exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  a  nutritious 
diet,  is  the  best  treatment  that  has  3^et  been 
devised  for  thfe  disease. 

4.  That  if  this  plan  of  treatment  is 
adopted  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,, 
the  majority  of  cases  will  recover,  with 
nearly  if  not  quite  perfect  motion,  and  with- 
out deformit}^ 

5.  That  in  the  advanced  second  stage  of 
the  disease,  when  absorption  of  the  effused 
fluid  cannot  be  produced,  then  it  is  better 
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to  puncture  or  aspirate  the  joint  to  remove 
its  contents  than  to  leave  it  to  rupture  b}' 
ulceration. 

6.  That  in  the  third  stage  of  the  disease, 
when  the  treatment  recommended  in  this 
paper  has  been  properly  applied  without 
satisfactory  improvement,  but  progressive 
-caries  continues,  the  exsection  of  the  dis- 
eased bone  is  not  only  justifiable,  but,  in 
man}^  cases,  absolutel}'  necessary. 

7.  That  the  operation  of  exsection  of  the 
hip  is  easil}^  performed,  and  in  itself  at- 
tended with  little  or  no  danger. 

8  That  after  exsection  of  the  hip  joint  in 
cases  of  progressive  caries,  the  recovery  is 
much  more  rapid  and  certain,  and  infinitel}^ 
more  perfect  as  to  form,  motion,  and  the 
usefulness  of  the  joint  and  limb,  than  when 
left  to  the  slow  process  of  nature. 

Dr.  J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  of  New  York,  re- 
ported a  case  of  sub-periosteal  exsection 
:and  disarticulation  of  the  entire  inferior 
maxillar}'  bone,  for  phosphorus  necrosis. 

Section  4 — Dermatology  and  Syphil- 
OLOGY. — Dr.  Freeman  J.  Bumstead,  of  New 
York,  read  a  report  upon  the  The  Virus  of 
Venereal  Sores — Its  Unity  or  Duality. 

The  author  stated  that  three  views  as  to 
the  origin  of  venereal  sores  have  been  en- 
tertained : 

1.  All  venereal  sores  are  due  to  a  single 
specific  virus,  the  virus  of  sj^philis. 

2.  Some  venereal  sores  are  due  to  the 
S3"philitic  yirus,  and  others  to  a  distinct 
virus,  known  as  the  chancroidal. 

3.  Some  venereal  sores  are  due  to  the 
syphilitic  virus,  and  others  to  the  inocula- 
tion of  the  products  of  simple  inflammation, 
in  which  latter  case  no  specific  virus  exists. 

The  evidence  for  and  against  each  of 
these  suppositions,  drawn  from  clinical  ex- 
perience and  artificial  inoculation,  was  then 
given. 

The  Conclusions  of  the  Reporter  were 
adopted  by  the  Section,  with*  some  modifi- 
cation, as  follows  : 

1.  The  virus  of  venereal  sores  is  dual. 

2.  Venereal  sores  may  be  due  to  the  in- 
oculation of  the  syphilitic  virus,  and  also 
to  the  inoculation  of  products  of  simple 
inflammation . 

3.  These  two  poisons  may  be  inoculated 
.-simultaneously. 


4.  (Additional).  The  })resent  state  of 
science  has  demonstrated  that  suppurating 
inflammatory  lesions  resembling  chancroids 
may  be  produced  on  various  portions  of  the 
body  by  inoculation  with  simple  pus  from 
various  lesioiis. 

The  same  subject  was  considered  by  Dr. 
Charles  P.  Dr^'sdale,  Senior  Ph3^sician  to 
the  Metropolitan  Free  Hospital,  of  London. 

Section  5 — Obstetrics. — Dr.  W.  L.  At- 
lee,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a  report  on  the 
Treatment  of  Febroid  Tumors  of  the  Ute- 
rus. The  claims  of  the  author's  mode  of 
procedure  b}^  enucleation  were  presented  at 
length. 

Dr.  Semeleder,  of  Vienna,  read  a  paper 
advocating  the  use  of  electrotysis  in  the 
treatment  of  ovarian  cj^sts. 

Section  6 — Ophthalmology. — Dr.  E. 
Williams,  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  in 
the  l^tiami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 
read  a  report  on  Orbital  Aneurismal  Dis- 
ease and  Pulsating  Exophthalmia ;  their 
Diagnosis  and  Treatment. 

Section  7 — Otology. — Dr.  H.  N.  Spen- 
cer, of  St.  Louis,  reported  on  the  question  : 
In  what  percentage  of  cases  do  artificial 
drum  membranes  prove  of  practical  benefit  ? 

Section  8. — Sanitary  Science. — Dr.  J. 
M.  Woodworth,  Supervising  Surgeon  of 
United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service,  re- 
ported on  the  general  subject  of  quarantine, 
with  particular  reference  to  cholera  and 
yellow  fever. 

The  following  conclusions  of  the  Repor- 
ter were  adopted  by  the  Section : 

1.  The  supervision  of  ocean  travel  ought 
to  be  directed  to  securing  good  sanitaiy 
condition  of  vessels  at  all  times,  out  of  as 
well  as  in  port. 

2.  A  system  of  po7't  sanitation  should  be 
adopted  and  administered  for  each  countiy 
or  place,  separatel}^,  modified  in. particular 
cases  by  taking  into  account  the  liability  of 
the  port  to  infection,  the  period  of  incuba- 
tion of  the  disease,  the  length  of  time  con- 
sumed in  the  vo^'age,  and  the  measures 
enforced  by  the  vessel  en  route, 

3.  In  some  countries  the  detention  of 
passengers  and  crews  of  ships  hailing  from 
infected  ports   is  warranted,  but  for   such 
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time  onl}'  as  is  necessaiy  to  complete  the 
period  of  incubation  of  cliolera  or  3'ellow 
fever,  counting  from  the  date  of  departure 
from  an  infected  port  or  landing  from  an 
infected  vessel ;  but  in  no  instance  should 
passengers  or  sailors  be  held  for  observa- 
tion on  board  an  infected  vessel,  and  such 
vessel  should  not  l)e  detained  be3'ond  the 
period  required  for  inspection  and  thorough 
disinfection  and  cleansing. 

4.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  modifi- 
cations of  infectious  diseases  ma}'  some- 
times elude  the  most  vigilant  sanitar}' 
supervision  of  shipping,  the  importance  of 
wisel}'  directed  internal  sanitar}'  measures 
can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

5.  So  far  as  America  is  concerned,  it  is 
desirable  that  prompt  and  authoritative  in- 
formation should  be  had  of  the  shipment  of 
passengers  or  goods  from  cholera  and 
yellow-fever  infected  districts,  thereb}'  in- 
suring the  thorough  disinfection  of  infected 
articles. 

6.  It  is  believed  that  the  endemic  forms 
of  cholera  and  yellow  fever  are  the  fields 
which  give  the  greatest  promise  of  satis- 
factory^ results  to  well-directed  and  ener- 
getic sanitary  measures,  and  to  this  end  an 
international  sentiment  should  be  awakened, 
so  strong  as  to  compel  the  careless  and  of- 
fending people  to  employ-  rational  means  of 
prevention. 

Dr.  C.  B.  White,  of  New  Orleans,  read 
a  paper  on  disinfection  in  yellow  fever.       * 

Section  9 — Mental  Diseases. — Simula- 
tion of  Insanity  b}-  the  Insane.  Reporter, 
C.  H.  Hughes,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

It  is  not  onh'  not  impossible  for  the  in- 
sane to  simulate  insanit}'  for  a  purpose  in 
an}'  but  its  gravest  forms  of  profound  gen- 
eral mental  involvement,  but  that  the}-  actu- 
sdlj  do  simulate  acts  and  forms  of  insanit}- 
for  which  there  exists  no  pathological  war- 
rant that  we  can  discover  in  the  real  disease 
-affecting  them. 

In   the   evening,    Dr.  T.  T.   Woodward, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Army,  delivered  an  address 

on  the  Medical  Staff'  of  the  United  States 

Army  and  Navy,  and  its  scientific  work. 


Fourth  Day — Thursday,  Sept.  7. 
The  Congress  reassembled  at  10  o'clock, 
a.  m.,  President  Gross  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  I.  Minis  Hays,   Secretary,  reported 


that  the  total  number  of  delegates  register- 
ed up  to  date  was  422.  ♦ 

Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch,  of  Massachusetts, 
offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  work  alread}'  accomp- 
lished b}^  the  officers  connected  with  the 
Bureau  of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the 
United  States  in  the  establishment  of  a 
medical  library  and  in  the  preparation  of 
its  ample  and  unique  catalogue,  in  the 
formation  of  an  anatomical  museum  from 
which  important  scientific  results  have  al- 
ready' been  obtained,  and  which  have  been 
not  onl}'  a  source  of  honor  to  these  United 
States,  but  of  value  to  foreign  nations  and 
wherever  science  is  cultivated  ;  and 

Whereas,  This  congress  learns  with  re- 
gret that,  ovving  to  a  lack  of  a  suflftcient 
clerical  force  and  of  pecuniaiy  means,  not 
onl}'  some  of  the  work  already  in  progress 
has  been  suspended,  and  that  other  work  of 
equal  value  cannot  be  undertaken  although 
ample  materials  for  the  same  are  now  lying 
unused  in  the  Surgeon-General's  office, 
therefore, 

Mesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  at  the  earliest 
day  possible,  at  its  next  session,  urging  effi- 
cient support  to  these  most  important  works. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  desirable  that  said 
memorial  should  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidents,  and  Permanent  Sec- 
retaiy  of  this  bod}'. 

The  reports  from  the  different  sections 
were  then  made. 

Professor  White,  of  New  York,  said  that 
politicians  did  not  care  anything  for  sani- 
tary science,  and  that  it  was  well  enough  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  paper  of  Dr.  Bowditch 
to  the  Governors  of  the  different  States, 
but  it  was  too  important  to  let  the  matter 
rest  with  depositing  the  papers  in  the 
pigeon  holes  of  the  Governors.    . 

He  moved  that  copies  of  the  address  be 
sent  to  the  President  of  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritorial Medical  Society  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Canada,  and  to  each  Sanitary  Board, 
requesting  them  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  next  meeting  of  their  organizations. 

Dr.  JohnL.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  said 
each  individual  should  use  his  personal  in- 
fluence with  the  Governor  of  his  State. 
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The  resolution  of  Professor  White  was 
then  adopted. 

Dr.  H.  Miyake,  of  Toko,  Japan,  was 
then  introduced,  and  occupied  the  chair 
during  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  Obstetrics 
by  Theophikis  Parvin,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Obtetrics  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Indiana. 

He  said  the  eighteenth  century  was 
marked  by  great  advances  in  obstetric 
knowledge.  The  germ  of  American  ob- 
stetrics was  British,  rather  than  French. 
Seventy  or  eight}^  years  ago  the  practice  of 
obstetrics  was  almost  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  women.  The  name  of  William 
Potts  Dewees  should  live  forever.  He  has 
by  his  works  reared  a  monument  more  en- 
during than  quarried  granite  or  molten 
brass.  The  present  century  has  been 
marked  hj  some  of  the  most  important  ad- 
vances in  obstetrics. 

Anaesthesia  must  be  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  glories  of  obstetrics.  The  ad- 
ministration of  chloral  for  relief  has  also 
had  many  advocates  in  this  country.  An 
advance  has  been  made  in  the  more  liberal 
diet  and  hygiene  of  women. 

The  speaker  referred,  among  other  things, 
as  signs  of  progress,  to  the  establishment 
of  women's  hospitals. 

An  address  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  was 
then  read  by  Stanford  E.  Chaille,  M.  D., 
Professor"  of  Physiology  and  Pathological 
Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Louisiana. 
He  stated  that  medical  jurisprudence  ow^es 
its  power  to  knowledge  derived  from  ever}' 
branch  of  medicine,  but  the  law  determines 
how  far  this  power  shall  be  utilized  in  the 
administration  of  justice.  Hence  the  de- 
velopment of  medical  jurisprudence  has 
varied  in  different  nations  with  the  progress 
of  medical  science,  and  with  the  extent  of 
its  application  to  the  protection  of  prop- 
erty, reputation  and  life.  Efficiency  in 
this  legal  application  varies  with  the  appre- 
ciation of  medical  knowledge  by  the  rulers 
of  a  nation,  and  since  an  adequate  appre- 
ciation is  limited  to  the  educated  few,  and 
is  not  yet  disseminated  among  the  mass  of 
any  people,  it  results  that  laws  more  favor- 
able to  the  culture  of  legal  medicine  are  to 
be  found  in  nations  ruled  by  the  educated 
few  than  in  those  governed  by  the  people. 
The  unequal  development  of  medical  juris- 
prudence in  different  nations  finds  in  these 
facts  an  explanation,  in  large  part  at  least. 


At  present  there  arc  sixt}^  regular  medi- 
cal colleges  in  this  countr}^,  and  of  these 
twenty  one  do  not  profess  to  teach  the  sub- 
ject, and  there  are  only  fourteen  where 
there  is  a  professorship  devoted  exclusively 
to  medical  jurisprudence. 

It  is  manifest  that  since  1813  our  colleges 
have  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  cultivate 
this  knowledge.  The  profession  recognizes 
the  absurdity  that  everj^  practitioner  is  a 
medical  expert. 

Who  will  deny  that  the  two  short  courses 
of  study  are  insufficient. 

The  sum  total  of  new  facts  on  this  sub- 
ject in  all  nations  is  not  very  large.  The 
discover}^  of  distinguishing  human  blood 
has  been  successfully  used  in  several  crimi- 
nal trials. 

The  culture  of  medico-legal  literature  is 
in  proportion  to  the  use  of  it  made  by  the 
law. 

The  average  number  of  lives  insured 
during  the  past  three  jears  has  exceeded 
200,000.  When  suicide  ceased  to  be  a 
crime,  it  ceased  to  concern  legal  medicine. 
Beginning  with  two  asylums  for  the  insane, 
there  were  in  this  country  eleven  in  1830, 
and  that  are  now  eighty  institutions  accom- 
modating 30,000  insane. 

Maine  and  New  York  have,  by  their  wise 
enactments,  made  it  a  more  easy  matter 
than  formerly  to  distinguish  between  what 
would  be  inhumanity  to  disease  and  indul- 
gence to  crime. 

In  1868  the  Medico-Legal  Societ}^,  of 
New  York,  was  formed,  and  it  has  appoint- 
ed a  permanent  committee  to  investigate 
au}^  medico-legal  question  which  is  referred 
to  it. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  until  10 
o'clock  next  morning.  The  meetings  of 
sections  were  held  in  the  afternoon,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Section  1 — Medicine. — The  influence  of 
high  altitudes  on  the  progress  of  Phthisis. 
Reporter,  Charles  Denison,  M.D.,  of  Den- 
ver, Colorado.  The  open-air  treatment  of 
consumbtion,  by  Henry  McCormac,  M.  D., 
of  Belfast,  Ireland. 

Section  2 — Biology. — The  mechanism 
of  joints.  Reporter,  Harrison  Allen,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Zoology  and  Comparative 
Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Section  3 — Surgery. — The  causes  and 
geographical  distribution  of  calculous  dis- 
eases. Reporter,  Claudius  H.  Mastin,  M. 
D.,  of  Mobile,  Alabama.  Electrolytic 
treatment  of  malignant  tumors,  by  W.  B. 
Neftel,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  The  liga- 
tion of  arteries  for  the  relief  of  inflamma- 
tion and  for  the  prevention  of  gangrene,  by 
Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Georgia.  The 
etiology  and  pathology  of  renal  and  vesical 
calculus. 

Section  4 — Dermatology  and  Syphil- 
OLOGY. — The  treatment  of  syphilis,  with 
special  reference  to  the  constitutional  reme- 
dies appropriate  to  its  various  stages,  the 
direction  of  their  use,  and  the  question  of 
their  conrinuous  or  intermittent  employ- 
ment. Reporter,  E.  L.  Keyes,  M.  D.,  Ad- 
junct Professor  of  Surgery  and  Professor 
of  Dermatology  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Med- 
ical College,  New  York.  The  treatment  of 
syphilis  with  special  reference  to  the  con- 
stitutional remedies  appropriate  to  its  vari- 
ous stages,  by  Charles  R.  Drysdale,  M.D., 
Senior  Physician  to  Metropolitan  Free  Hos- 
pital, London.  Treatment  of  soborrhaea, 
by  Charles  Heitzman,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Section  5 — Obstetrics.  — The  nature, 
causes  and  prevention  of  puerperal  fever. 
Reporter,  William  T.  Lusk,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York.  Paracentesis,  Aspir- 
ation and  Transfusion.  *  By  Simon  Fitch, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York. 

Section  6 — Ophthalmology. — Are  pro- 
gressive myopia  and  posterior  staphyloma 
due  to  hereditary  predisposition,  or  can 
they  be  induced  by  defects  of  refraction, 
acting  through  the  influence  of  the  ciliary 
muscle.  Reporter,  E.  G.  Loring,  M.  D.,  of 
New  York.  Relations  between  refractive 
lesions  and  corneal  ulcers,  by  George  C. 
Stevens,  M.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Section  7— Otology.— What  is  the  best 
method  of  determining  the  hearing  of  school 
children,  and  how  should  partially  deaf 
children   be  instructed';  in  mixed    classes. 


with  those  who  hear  well,  or  in  separate- 
classes,  where  due  allowance  will  be  made 
for  their  defective  hearing?  Reporter,  C 
J.  Blake,  M.  D.,  Instructor  in  Otology  io 
Harvard  University. 

Section  8 — Sanitary  Science. — Disposal 
and  utilizatiod  of  sewage  and  refuses.  Re^ 
porter,  John  H.  Ranch,  M.  D.,  late  Sani-^ 
tary  Superintendent  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Universal  Pharmacopoeia.  By  E.  R.. 
Squibb,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Section  10 — Mental  Diseases. — Best 
provision  for  the  chronic  insane.  Repor- 
ter, C.  H.  Nichols,  M.  D.,  Physician  and' 
Superintendent  of  Government  Hospital 
for  Insane,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Fifth  Day — Friday,  Sept.  8. 

The  Congress  resumed  its  sessian  at  10 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  Dr.  Gross  presiding,  and 
480  delegates  present. 

Dr.  PaulF.  Eve,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
presented  a  resolution  prohibiting  the  pub- 
lication, in  abstract  or  entire,  in  any  medi- 
cal journal,  of  papers  read  before  the  Con- 
gress, until  they  have  appeared  in  printed 
minutes,  which  were  adopted. 

After  the  proper  reference  of  reports 
from  the  various  sections.  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,, 
of  Chicago,  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  This  Congress  marks  an  era 
in  the  history  of  medicine  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  addresses  delivered 
presenting  a  summary  of  progress  in  the- 
various  departments  which  will  be  of  great 
historical  value  in  all  coming  time  ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  highly  probable  that 
these  addresses,  in  connection  with  the- 
many  very  valuable  papers  read  and  dis- 
cussed in  the  sections,  will  require  for  their 
early  and  proper  publication  more  money 
than  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
for  that  purpose  ;  therefore, 

Eesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Publi- 
cation be  authorized  and  instructed,  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  the  final  adjournment  of 
the  Congress,  to  ascertain  the  probable  cost 
of  publishing  the  full  transactions  in  a  style- 
appropriate  for  the  work,  and  if  the  mone}' 
on  hand  is  found  deficient  they  shall  address- 
a  circular  letter  to  each  American  member 
of  the  Congress  asking  for  such  additional 
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sum,  not  exceeding  $10  from  each  of  socli 
members,  as  \vlll  supply  the  dehcienc}'  ; 
i\nd  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
withhoki  the  vohime  or  vohnnes  when  pub- 
lished from  any  member  Avho  ma}'  neglect 
•or  refuse  to  pay  the  additional  sum  required. 

liesolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation be  authorized  and  requested  to  exer- 
■cise  a  careful  and  liberal  discretion  in  pre- 
paring and  rcA'ising  the  proceedings  and 
reported  discussions  in  the  several  sections 
for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  this 
Congress. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Sanitary  Section  yesterda}^  adopted 
the  following  propositions  appended  to  the 
paper  by  Dr.  Henr}-  Hartshorne  upon  the 
disposal  and  utilization  of  sewage  : 

1.  Ever}'  plan  for  the  laying  out  or  ex- 
tension of  a  city  or  town  should  have,  as  an 
indispeiisable  part  of  it,  a  corresponding  or 
<co-extensive  plan  for  the  continuance  or 
substitution  of  the  natural  drainage  of  the 
localit}' ,  and  for  the  proper  construction  of 
:a  system  of  sewers. 

2.  The  question  in  regard  to  the  removal 
of  waste  and  impurities  from  towns  is  not 
as  to  the  maintenance  of  sewers,  but  as  to 
w^hether  the}'  should  be  depended  upon 
iilone,  or  should  be  supplemented,  more  or 
less  largely,  by  other  measures  of  conserv- 
ancy. 

3i  Every  sewer  not  supplied  with  a 
sufficient  flow  of  water  to  secure  the  trans- 
portation of  its  contents  is  a  nuisance 
intensifying  the  evils  it  ought  to  remove. 
Yentilation  of  sewers  will  mitigate  but  not 
entirely  correct  such  evils. 

A  memorial  from  the  Women's  National 
Temperance  Union  was  received,  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Congress  to  the  subject  of 
intemperance,  and  was  referred  to  the  Sec- 
tion on  Medicine. 

The  communication  received  on  Wednes- 
day from  the  American!  Temperance  Asso- 
ciation, and  which  was  then  laid  on  the 
table,  was  taken  tip  and  subjected  to  a  like 
a'eference. 

At  11  o'clock  Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  Super- 
intendent and  Physician  of  the  New  York 
State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Utica,  New  York, 
proceeded  to  read  a  paper  on  Mental 
Hygine. 


He  took  up  the  subject,  dwelling  upon  it 
from  individual,  national,  and  social  points 
of  view.     He  spoke  of   political  economy 
and  sociology  in  reference  to  their  near  re- 
lation to  it,  and  declared  that  the  subject 
covered  the  broad  field  of  human  energy. 
The  speaker   believed    intelligent  activity 
was  healthful,  as  well  as  physical  exercise, 
and  argued  that  religion  was  one  of  the 
necessities  towards  a  clear  understanding 
of    nature    as    influenced   by    God.     In   a 
national  point  of  view  the  speaker  believed 
no  nation  was  substantial  unless  it  had  re- 
ligion for  its  foundation  stone.     The  lesson 
of  mental  hygiene  for  nations,  which    we 
learn  from  all  example,   is  not  that  educa- 
tion and  wealth,  nor  the  refining  influence 
of  aesthetic  art,  will  suffice  for  the  highest 
development  of  national  mind,   but  that  if 
underneath  and  through  all  these  are  not 
interwoven    the   great  truths  of  moral  re- 
sponsibility to  the  Author  and  Upholder  of 
all  governments,  lifting  man  above  the  do- 
minion of  the   baser  passions,    the   nation 
dies  as  an  individual  dies,  for  "  Unless  the 
Lord   build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
who  build  it." 

In  concluding  his  paper,  Dr.  Gray  said  : 
' '  And  may  we  not  say  that  the  influence  of 
this  illustrious  example  (referring  to  a  poem 
by  George  Herbert)  had  some  share  in  de- 
termining the  tone  and  the  practice  in  that 
respect  of  this  renowned  University  from 
its  foundation,  whose  successive  Provosts 
have  been  eminent  illustrations  of  the  essen- " 
tial  harmony  between  the  different  qualities 
of  faith  and  science  ;  and  this  thought  has 
come  to  my  mind  since  entering  this  hall 
and  reading  the  inscription." 

In  consequence  of  references  made  to 
Franklin  at  the  conclusion  of  the  reading, 
Dr.  Gross  informed  the  Congress  that  the 
remains  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  his  w4fe 
Deborah  is  in  the  burying  ground  at  Fifth 
and  Arch  streets,  and  that  their  tombs",  with 
the  inscriptions  thereon  still  legible,  could 
be  seen  through  an  iron  grating  placed 
there  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 

An  address  on  medical  literature  was 
next  read  by  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  M.  D., 
Late  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Louisville,  occupying  nearly  an 
hour,  and  at  its  conclusion  the  addresses 
read  yesterday,  as  well  as  those  of  to-day 
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werq,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication. 

Prior  to  adjournment,  which  took  place 
at  1  o'clock,  it  was  announced  that  an  invi- 
tation had  been  extended  the  Congress  to 
inspect  at  noon  next  day  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Uniyersity,  the  Univer- 
sity Hospital,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital. 

{Concluded  next  month.) 

(B^XxmU  and  ^HituU. 

Internal  Skin  Diseases. — T.  Clifford 
Allbut,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  etc.,  advocates 
{ArvMves  of  Dermatology^  Oct.  1876)  the 
view  that  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
respiratory  and  digestive  tracts  are  liable  to 
be  affected  by  the  same  diseases  as  affect 
the  skin,  and  that  these  affections  are  amen- 
able to  the  same  treatment  which  cures 
analogous  cutaneous  diseases.  After  re- 
ferring to  psoriasis  of  the  tongue  and  herpes 
of  the  lips  and  mucous  lining  of  the  mouth 
and  saying  that  they  are  relieved  b}^  arsenic, 
he  describes  what  he  asserts  to  be  a  hron- 
cliial  eczema.  The  symptoms  characteriz- 
ing eczematoid  bronchitis  are  as  follows  : 

"1.  There  is  much  wheezing,  and  asth- 
matic oppression  and  cough. 

2.  Very  variable  expectoration,  never 
becoming  purulent,  generally  scanty  and 
frothy,  but  sometimes  more  profuse  and 
glairy ;  there  is  occasionally  streaky  haem- 
optysis. 

3.  The  physical  signs  are  confined  to  the 
larger  tubes,  and  consist  chiefly  of  sibelant 
rales. 

4.  There  is  little  or  no  tendency  to  car- 
diac or  other  complications. 

5.  It  defies  all  ordinary  treatment,  and 
advances  and  recedes  unaccountably. 

6.  It  is  somewhat  relievable,  but  not 
curable,  by  change  of  climate  ;  and  it  pre- 
vails at  all  seasons,  even  in  midsummer. 
It  may  recede  on  the  outbreak  of  external 
eczema. 

7.  It  occurs  at  all  ages.  My  youngest 
patient  at  present  is  a  child  aged  two,  and 
my  oldest  a  married  lady  aged  about  fifty- 
eight. 

8.  The  disturbance  of  general  health  and 
nutrition  is  slight,  except  in  so  far  this  may 
be  due  to  sleeplessness." 


This  affection  is  often  amenable  to  arsenic- 
like external  eczema.  The  so-called  gouty 
bronchitis  he  considers  as  probably  eczema^ 
tons,  and  is  relieved  by  remedies  addressed 
to  the  gouty  diathesis. 

Allbut  claims,  as  an  original  observation^ 
that  the  "membranous  enteritis"  of  Da 
Costa,  is  really  a  psoriasis  of  the  colon. 
The  disease  is  marked  by  atta'cks  of  un- 
easiiless,  heat,  irritability  or  even  of  posi- 
tive pain  in  the  abdomen,  with  irritability 
of  the  bowels,  and  the  evacuation  of  shreds- 
of  membrane,  or  even  of  casts  of  the  in- 
testines. This  condition  frequently  recurs,. 
or.it  may  become  chronic  or  even  perma- 
nent. It  generally  occurs  in  adults,  and  is 
more  common  in  women  than  men.  The- 
subjects  of  this  affection  usuall}^  have  ex- 
ternal psoriasis  also,  although  it  may  be 
slight.  Their  bowels  are  irregular,  often, 
constipated  and  difficult  to  manage  b}^ 
aperients,  which  often  gripe  or  act  capri- 
ciously. He  has  found  that  arsenic  and 
pitch  are  the  remedies  which  act  most  effi- 
caciously, and  recommends  natural  sulphur 
water  on  theoretical  grounds. 

He  refers  to  the  fact  that  affections  or 
the  middle  ear  are  often  of  eczematous 
origin,  and  curable  by  arsenic ;  also  to  the 
frequency  of  the  S3'philides  and  scrofulides- 
about  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  declares 
his  belief  that  observations  pursued  in  the 
direction  he  has  indicated  will  open  up  a 
line  of  promising  treatment. 

DiPTHERiA. — Dr.  George  Bay les,  of  New 
York  City,  contributes  to  the  Virginia  Med- 
ical Monthly  for  September,  an  account  of" 
his  treatment  of  20  cases  of  diptheria  all  of 
which  recovered.  He  claims  that  it  is  pri- 
marily constitutional,  never  contagious,  and 
that  the  morbid  element  cannot  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  lower  animals,  nor  from  them 
to  man.  In  order  to  be  absolutely  certain 
that. the  disease  with  which  he  had  to  deal 
was  diptheria,  before  the  appearance  of  the 
false  membrane  in  the  fauces  he  made  a 
small  wound  with  the  knife  upon  the  skin  of 
one  of  the  extremities,  if  the  case  was  one 
of  diptheria,  the  denuded  surface  became 
covered  with  the  characteristic,  false  mem- 
brane within  a  few  hours,  thus  giving  him 
the  opportunity  of  attacking  the  disease  in 
its  earliest  stage,  "  aborting  it." 

His  plan  of  treatment  was  as  follows  : 
He  gave  one  large  dose  of  calomel — never 
less  than  ten  grains,  nor  more  than  thirty- 
mixed  with    pulverized   white    sugar,    dry 
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upon  the  tongue,  and  the  mouth  was  thor- 
oughly washed  out  after  14)  had  been  swal- 
lowed. This  was  given  simpl}-  for  its  ac- 
tion upon  the  primoe,  vioe ;  its  vicious  sec- 
ondary effect  being  avoided.  Two  hours 
after  giving  the  calomel  one  grain  of  qui- 
nine with  three  grains  of  Dover's  powder — 
oxcept  to  children  under  one  year — was 
given,  and  repeated  ever}^  hour  until  ample 
diaphoresis  was  secured — two  or  three  doses 
generall}^  sufficing.  This  was  followed  by 
the  use  of  the  ''Elixir  lodo-Bromide  of 
Calcium  Compound  "  in  full  doses — a  tea- 
spoonful  ever}^  two  hours  being  an  average 
dose — as  an  alterative,  having  resolvent, 
tonic,  diuretic  and  aperient  properties.  The 
elixir  was  also  used  as  a  spra}^  and  gargle 
to  the  throat  when  the  phar3'nx  became  af- 
fected. Milk  was  given  as  the  chief,  and 
often  the  onl}^  nutriment.  Brandy  was 
often  given  after  the  third  da}^  Ice,  ice- 
cream, iced-champagne,  etc.,  were  given  as 
occasion  seemed  to  require.  The  entire 
person  was  bathed  in  a  weak  solution  of 
salicylic  acid,  tepid,  several  times  a  da}^ 
Dr.  Bayles'  results  are  certainh^  remarka- 
ble, and  we  hope  the  '•  Elixir  lodo-Bromide 
of  Calcium  Compound"  will  receive*  more 
attention  in  the  future  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease.  That  this  preparation  is  not 
a  nostrum  or  quack  preparation  is  well 
known,  as  Tilden  &  Co.  publish  the  form- 
ula, and  make  no  secret  of  its  mode  of 
preparation. 

Secret  Cancer  Remedies. — Dr.  J.  L. 
Horr,  of  Maine,  writes  to  the  Boston  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal^  that  Dr.  Lombard,  a 
famous  "cancer  doctor"  of  that  region, 
communicated  to  him  the  secrets  of  his 
trade  while  Dr.  Horr  was  attending  him 
during  his  last  illness.  The  remed}'  em- 
plo3^ed,  if  the  cancer  was  small,  was  the 
inspissated  juice  of  the  leaves  of  the  Phyto- 
lacca Decandra  (poke  or  garget  plant), 
which  was  applied  in  the  form  of  a  plaster 
until  sloughing  took  place.  The  after- 
treatment  was  some  simple  dressing  like 
simple  cerate.  If  the  tumor  had  attained 
a  considerable  size,  a  paste  was  used  com- 
posed of  chloride  of  zinc  and  pulverized 
sanguinaria,  until  an  eschar  was  produced, 
then  the  same  plaster  as  before  was  applied 
uncil  the  mass  sloughed  away. 

Constitutional  Nature  and  Treatment 
OF  Fissures  of  the  Nipples. — Dr.  Le  Di- 
■berder,  in  the  Annales  de  Gynecologies  for 


Sept.  1876,  claims  that  the  fissures  are  not 
the  only  trouble,  but  that  they  depend  upon 
a  constitutionjil  disorder,  very  common  in 
the  puerperal  state,  which  is  betraj^ed  (or 
is  about  to  be  betra3'^ed)  b^^  paroxysms  of 
fever.  This  state,  he  asserts,  is  veiy  amen- 
able to  treatment  b}^  quinine.  If  this 
course  is  adopted  earl}^  the  affection  is 
cured  in  from  three  to  five  days.  Local 
treatment  is  not  neglected,  although  he 
considers  it  of  secondaiy  importance. 
Poultices  of  starch  or  linseed  meal  are 
usuallj^  directed  ;  salves  or  washes  may  be 
used  instead. 

Obstinate  Priapism  Followed  by  Impo- 
tence.— Dr.  R.  L.  Payne,  of  Lexington, 
N.  C,  relates  (Va.  Med.  Monthly,  Nov. 
'76),  a  remarkable  case  of  intense,  tonic 
priapism,  which  persisted  for  five  days  and. 
nights  without  intermission.  There  was  no 
assignable  cause  for  the  condition  of  affairs, 
which  was  rendered  worse  by  attempts  at 
performing  the  sexual  act.  At  the  end  of 
the  time  named  the  organ  became  flaccid 
and  has  remained  so  ever  since  in  spite  of 
all  sorts  of  medication  directed  to  the  relief 
of  impotenc3\ 

Successful  Removal  of  an  Extra-Ute- 
rine Fetus — Dr.  E.  T.  Easle^^  relates  (Am. 
Practitioner.,  Sept.  1876)  the  case  of  a 
woman,  aged  thirt3'-four  3'ears,  married, 
mother  of  three  living  children ;  duration 
of  pregnanc3^  twent3^-four  months  ;  position 
of  child,  directly  across  the  front  of  the 
abdomen,  head  in  right  iliac  fossa,  back  to 
pubic  S3^mphisis.  Incision  in  the  line  of 
the  linea  alba,  extending  from  an  inch 
above  the  umbilicus  to  within  an  inch  of 
the  pubes.  The  cist — dense,  fibrous  and 
tough — was  not  adherent  in  front,  but  had 
contracted  extensive  adhesions  below.  The 
child,  of  good  size  and  well  preserved,  was 
adherent  intimatel3"  at  all  points  to  the  C3'st. 
Liquor  amnii  absorbed ;  placenta  neaii3^ 
atrophied  ;  the  cord  a  mere  string.  The 
child  was  broken  up  and  extracted  piece  b3' 
piece,  a  tedious  dissection  ;  and  the  C3'st 
cavit3^  sponged  out  and  cleansed  with  a 
chlorinated  wash.  The  edffes  of  the  cyst 
were  stitched  to  the  abdominal  wound  by  a 
fine,  uninterrupted  suture,  and  the  whole 
closed  b3'  deep  interrupted  sutures  made  to 
include  the  C3'st  walls.  Free  drainage  was 
kept  up  from  the  lower  end  of  the  wound, 
and  the  cyst  cavity  constantly  cleansed 
with  antiseptic  solutions,  and  it  has  gradu- 
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•ally  became  obliterated  by  suppuration  and 
granulation.  He  succeeded  in  excluding 
all  fluids  from  the  peritoneal  cavit}^  The 
operation  was  undertaken  on  account  of  the 
exhaustion  and  irritation  of  rapidl}"  recur- 
ring attacks  of  pelvic  and  abdominal  pain, 
and  at  the  urgent  desire  of  the  patient  and 
her  friends.  The  patient  is  now  in  perfect 
health. 

We  unite  with  the  editors  of  the  Ameri- 
<ian  Practitioner  in  congratulating  Dr,  Eas- 
le}'  upon  the  succes  of  the  operation  under- 
taken for  reasons  sanctioned  b}'  Dr.  Parry, 
the  latest  and  best  authoritj^  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Poisoning  from  the  Bite  of  a  Spider. 
— Dr.  F.  Grennell,  of  the  Wachita  Agencj', 
Indian  Territoiy,  communicates  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Lancet  and  Observer^  Oct.  '76,  the 
case  of  a  woman  who,  while  eating  fruit 
pie,  was  bitten  on  the  tongue  by  a  black 
spider  of  the  speciallj'  poisonous  species, 
Saltacus  Familiar  is  ^  which  she  had  uncon- 
sciousl}'  conYe3'ed  to  her  mouth.  A  painful 
sensation,  appearing  to  arise  from  several 
points,  instantly  darted  along  the  tongue  to 
the  jaws  and  head.  The  tongue  seemed 
almost  paral3'zed,  the  utterance  became 
thick,  and  the  pains  at  the  root  of  the 
tongue  and  in  the  lower  jaw,  especialh'  at 
its  articulations,  were  most  excruciating 
and  unbearable.  Dr.  O.  saw  the  patient 
about  five  minutes  after  the  accident.  He 
ordered  spirits  of  ammonia  to  be  applied  to 
the  bitten  part  (where  a  raised  point  about 
the  size  of  a  grain  of  corn  was  found  upon 
the  tongue) ,  and  gave  an  abundance  of 
good  brandy  with  aromatic  spirits  of  am- 
monia. The  patient  was  ordinarilj^  veiy 
susceptible  to  the  action  of  alcohol,  but  in 
this  instance  brand}'  was  well  borne,  ten 
ounces  being  taken  and  two  drachms  of  the 
ammonia,  the  onl}'  effect  produced  being 
cessation  of  pain  and  a  little  unusual 
loquacity.  Convalescence  was  rapid  and 
uninterrupted. 

The  poison  of  this  variety  of  spider,  like 
that  of  the  tarantula  and  some  varieties  of 
the  serpent  family,  seems  to  act  bj'  produc- 
ing a  marked  depression  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  in  turn  a  sluggish  circulation, 
which  would  ere  long  result  in  stupor  and 
death.  Alcohol  is  the  remed}^  indicated,  as 
evinced  b}'  the  wonderful  tolerance  of  the 
system  in  these  cases. 


Hypodermic  Use  of  Quinine. — The  fact 
that  troublesome  abscesses  and  ulcers  often 
follow  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  ordi- 
nary solutions  of  quinine  has  led  to  the 
avoidance  of  its  use  in  this  manner.  Dr. 
R.  S.  Dawson  {London  Lancet)  states  that 
this  objectpon  is  removed  by  using  only  a 
perfect  solution.  He  found,  by  experi- 
ments upon  dogs,  that  the  irritating  effects 
of  the  solution  in  ordinary  use  arise  from 
the  introduction  of  a  portion  of  the  salt  not 
dissolved,  and  that  a  solution  containing 
a  large  proportion  of  acid,  even  to  the 
strength  of  the  dihite  acid  of  the  British 
Pharmacopseia,  caused  no  abscess,  merel}" 
a  slight  blush  of  the  skin,  which  disap- 
peared in  twentj^-four  hours. 

Chloral  Hydrate  to  Prevent  the  Re- 
currence OF   THE  Malarial  Cpiill. — Dr. 

Benj.  J^ee  (Phil.  Med.  and  Surg .  Reporter) 
advises  the  administration  of  a  full  dose — 
15  to  20  grains — of  chloral,  shortly  before 
the  time  at  which  the  chill  of  malarial  fever 
is  expected  to  recur.  This  treatment  has 
many  advantages  over  the  giving  of  an 
opiate,  as  usually  advised  ;  the  after  s^^mp- 
toms  being  much  less  troublesome.  Of 
course,  anti-periodics  should  be  given  to 
eradicate  the  disease. 

The  Centennial  Fever. — It  is  generally 
understood  that  man}'  persons  who  have 
visited  the  great  International  Exhibition 
at  Philadelphia  the  present  season  have 
been  attacked,  after  returning  to  their 
homes,  by  a  low  form  of  fever,  in  many 
respects  simulating  ordinary  t3'phus.  A 
writer  in  the  New  York  Medical  Record 
proposes  a  novel  explanation  of  the  phe- 
nomenon. He  saj's  that  a  vast  amount  of 
goods  were  shipped  from  the  worst  plague- 
stricken  regions  of  the  world — Egypt,  India 
and  South  America — and  unpacked  within 
the  buildings  of  the  Exposition.  What  is 
more  natural  than  to  suppose  that  the  germs 
of  disease  were  contained  in  these  boxes 
and  packages,  and  that  the  atmosphere  of 
the  buildings,  continually  crowded  with 
-people,  would  become  contaminated,  and 
disease  result?  He  predicts  that  the  next 
few  3'ears  will  show  that  new,  and,  hereto- 
fore unknown,  forms  of  fever  will  be  found 
naturalized  in  this  cOuntiy,  and  refers  to 
the  facts  stated  as  the  mode  of  their  intro- 
duction. 

Record  $2  per  year,  in  advance. 
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THE  HEALTH  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


There  has  been  considerable  complaint 
from  the  visitors  to  the  International  P]xhi- 
bition  of  the  insalnbrit}'  of  the  "Centen- 
nial Cit}'."  The  matter  has  been  fairly 
investigated  and  the  fact  well  established 
that  there  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of 
t3^phoid  fever  developed  among  the  '^risitors 
to  the  Exhibition  as  well  as  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Philadelphia. 

The  water  supply  of  that  city  has  been 
shown  to  be  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
contaminated  by  sewage.  The  drainage  of 
the  exhibition  grounds  was  not  all  that  the 
sanitarian  could  wish.  These  two  causes 
of  the  prevalence  of  t3'phoid  fever  could 
only  produce  the  effect  to  be  expected. 

Great  efforts  were  made  by  the  Philadel- 
phia press  to  diffuse  a  belief  in  the  unusual 
good  health  of  the  city.  Reports  were 
circulated  far  and  wide  showing  it  to  be 
among  the  most  salubrious  of  the  large 
cities  of  the  world.  Dr.  Wm.  Pepper,  at 
the  head  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
exhibition,  appends  his  name  to  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  health  of  the  "  large 
cities  of  the  world,"  showing  the  fact  that 
Philadelphia  has  been  second  only  to  Lon- 
don in  this  respect. 

One  remarkable  fact  stands  out  in  bold 
relief  in  the  statistical  table  constructed  by 


Dr.  Pepper.  This  fact  is  that  he  has  prob- 
ably never  heard  of  St.  Louis.  He  has 
heard  of  Chicago,  however.  Chicago  is- 
credited  with  having  420,000  inhabitants,, 
and  its  bad  sanitary  condition  has  doubtless 
compelled  Dr.  Pepper's  attention  to  its 
magnitude  and  its  right  to  be  classed  among 
the  great  cities  of  the  earth.  The  remark- 
ably good  sanitary  condition  of  St.  Louis, 
with  her  population  of  over  500,000,  has 
relegated  her  to  a  position  inferior  to  her 
beautiful  rival  on  the  lake !  Let  us  be 
thankful  that  St.  Louis  has  no  need  of  fire 
or  pestilence  to  make  her  known  abroad. 

We  have  merely  wished  to  call  attention 
to  another  instance  of  that  spirit  of  unfair- 
ness manifested  by  a  small  portion  of  the 
medical  men  of  Philadelphia  which  showed 
itself  most  glaringly  in  the  apportionment 
of  the  places  of  honor  in  the  International 
Medical  Congress.  We  trust  the  next 
meeting  of  the  kind  held  in  America  will  not 
be  char^tcterized  by  any  such  features. 
• <-t-»^ 

City  Hospital. — The  recent  order  of  the 
Board  of  Health  excluding  teachers  and 
students  from  the  wards  of  the  hospital, 
and,  hence,  from  the  bed-side  of  the  pa- 
tient, seems  to  have  been  devised  in  the 
interest  of  the  medical  schools  of  neighbor- 
ing cities.  Happily  each  of  our  regular 
schools  has  a  well-appointed  hospital  under 
its  exclusive  control,  and  the  hj'brid  and 
"  infinitessimal  delusion"  schools  will  be 
the  principal  sufferers  by  this  order.  Stud- 
ents attending  the  regular  schools  here  will 
find  no  lack  of  clinical  material,  even  if  the 
management  of  the  City  Hospital  should 
remain  adverse  to  their  interests  and  to 
the  interests  of  science.  Another  feature 
worthy  of  notice  in  the  management  of 
that  institution  is  the  admission  of  the 
classes  and  teachers  of  the  schools  of  ex- 
clusive doctrine  to  equal  privileges  with 
those  of  the  regular  colleges.  All  the  work, 
operations,  etc.,  done  in  the  City  Hospital 
is  performed  by  the  teachers  of  the  regular 
schools  and  by  their  graduates.     The  salary 
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of  the  Resident  Phj-sician  is  not.  a  large 
one,  that  of  the  assistants  nil:  the  injustice 
of  making  them  the  servants  of  the  irregu- 
lars is  manifest,  while  the  adverse  criticism 
of  these  last-named  persons*  upon  the  diag- 
nosis, prognosis  and  treatment  a^  expressed 
or  ordered  by  the  patient's  attending  phj^si- 
oian  can  have  only  a  bad  effect  upon  the 
sick.  We  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
admission  of  the  exclusives  is  under  the 
oolor  of  law  ;  but  until  this  law  is  changed 
for  the  better  we  should  be  failing  in  our 
dut3^  to  the  profession,  to  the  indigent  sick 
and  to  the  public  at  large  if  we  did  not 

enter  our  earnest  protest  against  it. 
^^^-^ 

Nuisances. — A  recent  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  confirms  the  powers  of 
the  Board  of  Health  as  the  court  of  last 
resort  in  the  matter  of  declaring  the  exist- 
ence of  nuisances  and  peremptorily  con- 
demning them  and  ordering  their  removal. 
If  properly  exercised  these  extraordinary 
powers  will  be  productive  of  much  and  last- 
ing benefit ;  we  can  see,  however,  that  they 
may  be  made  the  instrument  of  oppression. 
We  do  not  see  the  justice  of  a  denial  of  the 
right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Board  as  to  what  are,  and  what  are  not 
nuisances.  The  action  of  the  Board  should 
be  subject  to  review  as  well  as  that  of  other 
inferior  courts. 
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21iemssen's  Cyclopaedia  of  the  Practice 
OF  Medicine.  Vol.  VI,  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System,  together  with  the 
chapters  on  Whooping-Cough,  Diseases 
of  the  Lips  and  Cavity  of  the  Mouth,  and 
Diseases  of  the  Soft  Palate.  Large  8vo. 
pp.  1014.  New  York :  Wm.  Wood  & 
Co.,  27  Great  Jones  Street,  1876.  St. 
Louis:  Brown,  Holdoway  &  Co.,  521 
Olive  street,  Agents. 

The  sixth  volume  of  Ziemssen's  Cyclo- 
paedia is  of  such  magnitude  that  we  find 
our  limits  altogether  too  narrow  to  give  our 


readers  an3^thing  more  than  a  bare  outline 
of  the  important  subjects  discussed,  leaving 
to  the  quarterlies  the  pleasant  task  of  re- 
viewing the  volume  as  its  many  excellencies 
deserve. 

The  first  section,  by  Prof.  Rosenstein,  of 
Ley  den,  is  an  introduction  to  diseases  of 
the  heart,  followed  by  a  section  upon  the 
diseases  of  the  endocardium  by  the  same 
high,  authority. 

These  portions  of  the  work  are  very  sat- 
isfactory. The  anatomy  of  the  heart  and 
the  relations  of*  its  different  parts  to  the 
surroundings  are  well  described.  The  cause 
of  the  heart's  impulse  (apex  beat)  receives 
considerable  attention ;  the  author  giving 
more  importance  to  the  force  of  ' '  recoil " 
in  its  production  than  the  majorit}^  of  physi- 
ologists. We  must  criticize  the  application 
of  the  term  "  apical"  to  this  impulse,  also 
the  use  of-  the  Latin  terms  for  the  different 
cardiac  orifices.  The  sub-section  upon  the 
treatment  of  valvular  diseases,  is  most  ex- 
cellent. He -says,  relative  to  medicines: 
"  But  the  sovereign  remedj^,  which  may  he 
used  in  every  stage  of  valvular  disease  with 
merely  variations  in  the  doses,  is  digitalis. 
Experience  teaches  us  that  a  combination 
of  digitalis  and  iron  preparations  is  spe- 
cially serviceable  in  combating  abnormal 
irritation  of  the  heart,  and  that  there  need 
be  no  apprehension  whatever  of  stimulating 
the  heart's  action  by  moderate  use  of  the 
iron."  Of  course  diuretics  and  drastic  ca- 
thartics are  recommended  against  the  dropsy 
of  the  later  stages.  He  also  speaks  highly 
of  inhalation  of  compressed  air,  especially 
in  mitral  disease. 

Prof.  Schroetter,  of  Vienna,  contributes 
the  next  section,  on  changes  in  the  position 
of  the  heart  and  diseases  of  the  heart  sub- 
stance. 

Hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the  heart 
are  thoroughly  treated  of.  Hypertrophy 
occurring  during  the  course  of  Bright's  dis- 
ease is  accounted  for  by  disease  of  the  heart- 
substance,  improper  quality  of  the  blood 
itself,  and  hence   depraved  nutrition,  etc.,. 
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not  by  any  physical  obstacle  offered  to  the 
renal  or  general  circulation. 

The  description  of  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  heart  is  ver}^  good.  "  Stokes'  Respira- 
tor}' Phenomenon "  (before  described  b}^ 
Cheyne)  is  merely  alluded  to — not  deline- 
ated— and  referred  to  many  diseases  as  well 
as  to  the  one  under  consideration.  He 
denies  that  fatty  degeneration  invariably 
accompanies  an  arcus  senilis  in  the  cornea, 
as  claimed  by  Williams. 

Passing  over  much  which  is  in  every  way 
worthy  of  notice,  we  reach  the  section  upon 
Congenital  Diseases  of  the  Heart,  by  Prof. 
Lebert,  of  Vevay.  These  offer  little  mate- 
rial to  the  eminent  author,  who  has  utilized 
that  little  to  the  best  advantage. 

Next  follows  an  elaborate  article  upon 
Diseases  of  the  Vascular  System  (arteries, 
veins  and  lymphatics),  by  Prof.  Quincke, 
of  Berne.  Inflammation,  acute  and  chronic, 
of  the  arterial  coats ;  and  spasm  and  par- 
alysis of  the  same,  are  exhaustively  de- 
scribed, American  and  English  writers  are 
freicly  quoted  in  the  next  article,  on  aneur- 
ism, which  we  find  most  excellent.  The 
treatment  by  electro-puncture  is  favorably 
mentioned  and  the  method  well  described. 
The  articles  upon  diseases  of  the  veins 
might  well  have  been  left,  mostly,  for  con- 
sideration by  surgical  writers. 

With  the  exception  of  the  article  upon 
Chyluria,  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
articles  upon  diseases  of  the  lymphatics. 
Chyluria,  dependent  upon  the  presence  of  a 
uematoid  worm  in  the  blood,  ^^jilaria  san- 
guinis hominis"  is  so  rare  in  our  climate  as 
to  be  a  medical  curiosity,  and  is,  hence,  but 
briefl}^  considered.  No  attempt  is  made  to 
explain  the  means  of  communication  be- 
tween the  lymphatic  system  and  the  urinary 
passages. 

Dr.  Bauer,  of  Munich,  contributes  the 
last  section  upon  cardiac  affections.  Dis- 
eases of  the  Pericardium.  Among  these, 
pericarditis  holds  the  first  rank,  of  course  ; 
in  its  treatment  great  importance  is  attached 
to  the  use  of  digitalis  and  the  application 


of  the  ice-bag,  to  the  prsecordial  region.. 
Other  therapeutic  measures  are  also  recom- 
mended, but  those  mentioned  hold  the  first 
place  in  the  author's  estimation.  The  em- 
ployment of  blood-letting  and  mercurials  y, 
by  the  mouth  or  by  inunction,  is  justly 
condemned.  Puncture  of  the  pericardia! 
sac  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  fluid,  when 
the  effusion  is  in  large  quantity,  and  more- 
especially  when  pus  is  present,  is  considered 
justifiable. 

Some  remarkable  cases  are  cited  from; 
Kussmaul,  Griesinger  and  Traube,  of  indu- 
rated mediastino-pericarditis,  characterized, 
by  the  occurrence  of  a  paradoxical  pulse. 
We  must  refer  our  readers  to  the  text  for  a 
full  account  of  these  cases.  Short  notices 
of  Hydro-  Pneumo-  and  Pyo-pericardium. 
close  tlie  section. 

The  great  size  of  Vols.  VII  and  VIII 
caused  the  publication  of  the  remaining- 
sections  in  this  volume,  although  they  da 
not  relate  to  the  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system. 

Dr.  Steffen,  of  Stettin,  writes  the  article- 
upon  whooping-cough,  In  relation  to  its^ 
causation,  the  author  rejects  the  theor}"  that 
it  is  a  neurosis,  also  that  it  is  a  zymotic- 
affection,  although  he  regards  it  as  infec- 
tious. He  holds  that  the  infectious  mate- 
rial gains  access  to  the  air-passages,  where 
it  sets  up  a  catarrh  which  produces  a  secre- 
tion of  a  specific  character.  The  fungus 
theory  of  the  nature  of  the  contagion  is 
neither  adopted  nor  rejected.  The  author- 
evidently  places  most  confidence  in  quinine^ 
as  a  remed}^  capable  of  shortening  and 
ameliorating  the  convulsive  stage.  It  is 
given  in  large  doses  (e.  g.  a,  hoj  of  five  years 
took  nine  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinia, 
twice  a  da}'  for  five  days,  when  the  attacks 
ceased). 

The  next  section  is  devoted  to  diseases 
of  the  lips  and  cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  is 
by  Prof,  Vogel,  of  Dorpat.  In  the  article 
upon  gangreneof  the  cheeks,  Dr.  Edgar,  of 
this  city,  is  cited.  The  theorj'  of  its  caus- 
ation by  the  previous  taking  of  mercurials, 
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is,  by  implication,  rejected,  and  its  occur- 
xence  in  those  convalescing  from  acute  dis- 
eases, and  the  prevalence  of  other  depress- 
ing agencies  particular!}' insisted  upon. 

The  contagiousness  of  parotitis  is  admit- 
ted, and  the  period  of  incubation  given  from 
four  to  twelve  days. 

En  passant  we  may  remark  that  we  do 
not  see  any  good  reason  for  whooping- 
cough  and  mumps  not  being  considered 
along  with  the  acute,  infectious  diseases. 
Their  admitted  etiology  should  certainly 
have  so  classified  them. 

Prof.  Wagner,  of  Leipsic,  contributes  the 
final  section  of  the  present  volume,  on  Dis- 
eases of  the  Soft  Palate.  We  have  space 
only  to  notice  the  article  upon  pharyngeal 
diphtheritis.  Oertel,  in  the  first,  and 
'Stein er,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  this  Cyclo- 
paedia, have  given  their  views  upon  the 
general  subject  of  diphtheria,  and  the  pres- 
ent article  will  be  read  with  equal  interest. 
Von  Ziemssen  evidently  does  not  intend  his 
readers  to  remain  unenlightened  upon  the 
very  dark  subject  under  consideration. 

Wagner  admits  the  contagiousness  of 
diphtheria,  but,  in  opposition  to  Oertel, 
states  that  the  speciJiG  poison  is  unknown. 
In  regard  to  another  question,  which  has 
excited  much  discussion,  he  ssijs  :  "  With 
reference  to  the  fact  that  croup  and  diph- 
theritis belong  together,  no  doubt  can  pre- 
vail, according  to  the  exposition  already 
_given."  In  relation  to  treatment  he  writes 
as  follows  :  "  The  views  of  most  observers 
coincide  in  this,  that  the  majority  of  so- 
'Called  mild  cases  recover  spontaneously ;  that 
gangrenous  diphtheritis  is  intractable  to  every 
Jorm  of  treatment ;  that  with  us  the  chief 
danger  of  severe  angina  is  its  extension  into 
the  larynx^  and  that  this  extension  cannot 
be  prevented  by  any  remedial  agency." 
The  last  clause,  which  the  author  failed  to 
put  in  italics,  is,  in  our  opinion,  of  great 
importanee,  and,  if  recognized  as  true, 
would  save  many  an  hour  of  pain  to  the 
hapless  sufferers  from  caustics,  probangs 
aaid  insufflations.     His  main  reliance  seems 


to  be  placed  upon  strong  supporting  treat- 
ment, iron  and  quinine  ;  cleansing  of  the 
mouth  and  throat  b}^  frequent  drinks  is 
commended. 

In  conclusion,  we  regret  not  having  the 
space  at  our  command  to  give  this  most 
valuable  volume  more  extended  notice. 
We  have  endeavored  to  give  our  readers  a 
few  of  the  more  salient  features  of  the 
work,  hoping  to  impress  upon  them  the 
great  value  and  magnificent  proportions  of 
a  work  which  should  be  read  by  every  med- 
ical man  who  would  keep  pace  with  our  ad- 
vancing knowledge. 

Chirurgie  Antiseptique.  Principes,  Mode 
d'application  et  Resultats  du  Pansement 
de  Lister.  Par  le  Dr.  Just  Lucas  Cham- 
pionniere.  Paris  :  Chez  J.  B.  Bailliere 
et  Fils.     1876.     pp.  153.     Planches. 

Nine  or  ten  years  have  now  elapsed,  since 
the  claims  of  antiseptic  surgery  were  first 
asserted  by  Mr.  Lister.  The  system  grad- 
ually evolved  under  his  hands,  with  the  full- 
est perception  of  the*  importance  of  minute 
manipulative  details,  here  as  everywhere 
else  in  surger}^,  and  steadily  improved  and 
varied  in  accordance  with  operative  neces- 
sities, has  been  professedly  on  its  proba- 
tion, and  still  is  so,  wherever  scientific 
medicine  has  a  foot-hold,  but  nevertheless 
counts  at  present  numberless  adherents  of 
the  very  front  rank,  strong  in  their  faith 
and  loud  in  unqualified  praise.  Those  who 
have  failed  to  adopt  it,  scarcely  to  be  called 
opponents  of  the  system,  have  not  succeed- 
ed in  maintaining  any  objection  worthy  of 
consideration,  in  view  of  the  great  claims 
of  this  method.  It  may  be  confidently 
affirmed,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  veteran  surgeons  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad,  that  when  fairly  and  dispas- 
sionately tested,  Lister's  practice  will  surely 
substantiate  the  assertions  made  in  its  be- 
half by  those  who  professedly  adopt  it.  It 
is  true  there  are  certain  ^^  desagremens" 
about  the  method,  as  there  is  in  almost 
everything  else  ;  caustic  washings  must  be 
painful,  scrupulous  care  will  be  irksome  to 
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certain  folks,  and  carbolic  acid  is  confess- 
edly not  onl}'  offensive  to  the  operator  and 
patient,  but  disagreeable  in  its  action  on 
the  surgeon's  fingers,  and  productive  of  long 
continued  oozing  from  fresh  wounds.  All 
these,  however,  and  similar  objections,  are 
quite  secondary  in  importance,  and  are 
fully  overborne  by  even  the  lesser  advant- 
ages of  the  method,  such  as  infrequency  of 
dressing,  abscence  of  foetor,  etc.,  and  im- 
measureably  outweighed  by  the  far  more 
favorable  results,  and  greater  immunity 
from  sj^stemic  intoxication  claimed  by  those 
who  employ  it  habitually.  The  care  which 
Lister's  system  demands  has,  we  think, 
already  very  distinctly  reacted  upon  surgi- 
cal procedure  generally,  and  plainly  tends 
to  induce  a  more  exact  and  discriminative 
sciutiny,  in  diagnosis,  diathetic  predisposi- 
tion, choice  of  operation,  instrumentation, 
and  ultimate  welfare  of  the  patient.  The 
exceeding  acuteness  of  Lister's  mind  is 
conspicuous  in  all  these  particulars,  no  less 
than  in  his  special  mode  of  dressing.  We 
must  believe,  that  by  his  efforts,  the  possi- 
bilities of  surgery  have  been  greatly  widen- 
ed, and  that  its  successes  are  far  more  fre- 
quently attained  by  the  antiseptic  method 
than  formerl}^,  or  by  any  other  simple  or 
compound  s^^stem  of  dressing  and  operating. 
Lister,  however,  who  is  no  narrow  sys- 
tematist,  but  a  great  surgeon  and  thoroughly 
scientific  man,  has  not  failed  to  recognize, 
from  the  first,  the  fundamental  importance, 
in  his  methods,  of  a  therapeutical  principle, 
which  is  not  his  own^  and  which  he  loses  no 
opportunity  of  crediting  to  its  real  author 
across  the  Channel,  etc.,  Chassaignac. 
Without  searching  and  reliable  drainage, 
most  carefully  and  ingeniousl}^  provided  for 
by  Lister  in  every  operation,  his  antiseptic 
methods  could  be  of  very  little  avail.  No 
one  is  so  fully  impressed  with  this  fact  as 
he,  nor  does  he  for  a  moment  fail  to  teach 
that  to  the  combination  of  Chassaignac's 
method  with  his  own,  his  successes  are  at- 
tributable— a  combination,  indeed,  which 
must  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  of 


all  advances  in  the  rational  therapeutics  of 
surgery  in  our  d?ij. 

In  connection  with  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  Lister's  system,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  criticize  his  theoretical  pre-conceptions. 
All  special  talk  about  bacteroid  growths, 
the  existence  of  germinal  matter  in  the  at- 
mosphere, and  their  influence  in  begetting 
putrefactive  fermentation,  suppuration,  fe- 
ver, or  other  modes  of  disease,  is,  to  our 
mind,  of  very  subordinate  consequence. 
All  this  belongs  to  the  domain  of  contro- 
versial physiolog}^,  and  has  no  practical 
weight  whatever.  In  practice,  the  antisep- 
tic method  is  based  upon  two  main  proced- 
ures, viz  :  drainage  and  disaffection.  Ef- 
fective drainage  withdraws  exuded  fluids  so- 
rapidly,  that  they  can  not  sojourn  in  w^ounds^ 
or  cavities  long  enough  to  decompose,  Jiow- 
ever  that  decomposition  be  superinduced; 
and  this  is  all  the  practical  surgeon  or  his 
patient  cares  about.  Under  proper  disin- 
fection, still  further,  as  practiced  b}^  Lister,, 
whatever  comes  in  contact  with  the  wound 
or  cavity  is  first  thoroughly  purified,  and 
all  molecular  matter,  living  and  germinaly 
or  dead  and  dust-like,  it  matters  not,  is- 
certainly  deprived  of  its  universally  admit- 
ted potenc}'  in  exciting  putrefaction,  and 
thereby  irritation,  pyogenesis  and  systemic 
trouble.  It  is  useless  to  disturb  ourselves 
because  pj-ogenesis  constantly  occurs  in  the 
midst  of  the  tissues,  and  that  some  deeply- 
seated  abscesses  which  have  never  seen  the 
day  furnish  putrid  pus.  These  are  incon- 
trovertible fac.ts.  The  question  for  us,  is 
whether  by  Lister's  processes,  we  can  pre- 
vent a  wound  from  becoming  putrid,  wdiich 
through  foetid  purulence  might  cause  the 
death  of  our  patient  ?  The  answer  is  ever- 
whelmingiy  in  the  affirmative.'  When, 
therefore,  we  open  a  deep  abscess,  or 
evacuate  a  hsemato-metra,  or  puncture  a 
gangrenous  hernia,  let  us  accept  the  phe- 
nomena, and  endeavor  to  explain  them  at 
our  leisure.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  let  us^ 
in  operating,  be  careful  to  do  our  patient  no- 
harm,  whether  b}'  thrusting  a  dirty  finger 
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into  a  wound,  or  by  using  unclean  instru- 
ments, or,  by  neglecting  to  emplo}^  Lister's 
admirable  mode  of  dressing,  fail  to  prevent 
what  is  to  a  very  high  degree  preventable. 
Mr.  Lister  imagines  he  is  dealing  exclu- 
sively with  living  germs  ;  it  is  unfortunate, 
we  think,  that  he  has  so  strongly  committed 
himself  to  this  very  debatable  doctrine  of 
the  paramount  potentiality  of  living  germs 
in  zymogenesis.  Nevertheless,  a  host -of 
followers,  whose  ranks  we  have  cheerfullj^ 
joined,  without,  we  hope,  losing  our  indi- 
viduality or  neglecting  sundry  broad  con- 
siderations, are  abundantly  content  to  ac- 
cept the  results  of  his  patient  and  ingenious 
labors,  in  a  strictly  practical  wa}''.  We 
then  continually  recognize  a  primary  indi- 
cation, and  are  enabled  to  fulfill  it  success- 
fully by  the.  use  of  various  antizymotic 
substances,  and  thus  to  neutralize  all  zymo- 
genous  power  resident  in  the  effluvia  of 
wounds  or  animal  bodies  or  liquids,  or  in 
fluids  or  semi-solids  directly  transferable 
from  one  putriescent  surface  to  another. 

Bastian  and  Pasteur,  and  other  laborious 
experimentalists,  may  or  may  not  shortly 
settle  the  hypotheses  which  underly  the 
phenomena  of  putrefactive  fermentation, 
but  such  hj'potheses  need  not  disturb  any 
branch  of  practical  medicine.  If  Mr.  Lis- 
ter pleases  to  lay  special  stress  upon  the 
anti-germinal  nature  of  his  method,  let  us 
accept  its  indisputably  valuable  practical 
results,  and  employ  it,  at  least  for  all  im- 
portant surgical  operations  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  title  he  has  chosen  for  it,  viz  : 
the  Antiseptic  Method,  as  a  thoroughly 
efficient  application  to  surgery'-,  of  principles 
which  now  govern  every  department  of 
Medical  Art. 

The  Brochure  which  lies  before  us  in  a 
plain  and  not  at  all  overwrought  account  of 
Lister's  system,  by  one  of  his  disciples  and 
students.  It  is  clearly  and  succinctly  writ- 
ten, but  contains  no  more  at  most  than 
what  the  reading  practitioner  ought  to  have 
known  at  least  a  year  ago.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  subject  in 


the  compass  of  this  work.  Although  ap- 
parently written  in  France  with  some  such 
object,  where  it  may  be  needed,  we  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  recommend  it  as  an  ex- 
clusive source  of  information  or  as  a  sub-- 
stitute  for  other  productions,  to  readers 
who  have  not  followed  the  advances  of  sur-^ 
gery  in  these  matters.  Those  interested y. 
and  students  especiall}^,  will  find  full  details 
of  the  antiseptic  system,  not  only  in  Mr. 
Lister's  frequent  writings,  but  in  all  recent 
text-books ;  and  if  conversant  with  the 
French  language,  may  derive  from  Mr. 
Lucas  Championniere's  little  epitome,  some 
advantage  in  the  way  of  reference  and  con- 
cise direction.  W.  H,  F. 

Chemistry  :  General,  Medical  and  Phar- 
maceutical, including  the  Chemistry  of 
the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoea.  A  Manual  on 
the  General  Principles  of  the  Science, 
and  their  Applications  in  Medicine  and  * 
Pharmacj^.  By  John  Attfield,  Ph.  D.^ 
F.  C.  S.,  Professor  of  Practical  Chemis- 
try to  the  Pharmaceutical  Societ}'  of 
Great  Britain,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Seventh 
Edition.  Revised  from  the  Sixth  (Eng- 
lish) Edition  b}^  the  Author.  Large  12 
mo.  pp.  668.  Philadelphia:  Hemy  C. 
Lea,  1876.  St.  Louis  :  St.  Louis  Book 
and  News  Company,  307  N.  Fouith  st. 
Price,  cloth,  $2  75  ;  leather,  $3  25. 

The  fact  that  seven  editions  of  this  most 
admirable  text-book   have  been   called   for 
within    a  few   years  proves  that   it   fills  a 
place  occupied  by  no  other  work  upon   the 
subject.     The  subject  of  medical  chemistry 
is  so  perplexing   to   the  ordinary   medical 
student,    as  usually  handled  in   the   text- 
books, that  he  is  disposed   to   give  up  in 
despair,   and  the   lectures — no  matter  how 
attractive  they  may  be  made  by  the  profes- 
sor— are    "cut"    more   than  those  of  any 
other  branch.     The  trouble  is  generally  that 
the  text-books  are  at  fault,  and  the  subject 
encumbered  with    a   vast  amount  of  what 
must  prove  entirely  useless   matter.     The 
book  under  consideration  avoids  this  error 
to  the  greatest  extent  possible.     It  is  emi- 
nently   practical,    excellently     illustrated, 
wherever  illustration  can  add  to  the  clear- 
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ness  of  the  text,  niid,  what  is  astonishing 
in  a  work  on  chemistiy,  very  readable.  We 
earnest!}"  commend  this  handy  volume  to 
the  student,  who  will  find  in  it  the  informa- 
tion he  needs  presented  in  the  most  intelli- 
gible manner. 

Micro-Photographs  in  Histology,  Nor- 
mal AND  Pathological.  By  Carl  Seller, 
JM.  D.,  in  conjunction  with  J.  Gibbons 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  and  Joseph  G.  Richardson, 
M.  D.  Philadelphia :  J.  H.  Coates  & 
Co.,  publishers,  822  Chestnut  street. 
Monthly.  Price  60  cents  per  number ; 
$6  00  per  annum. 

Vol.  I,  No.  4.  Plate  xiii,  hepatic  cells 
from  the  liver  of  a  fly  ;  plate  xiv,  leukaemia 
of  the  liver ;  plate  xv,  blood  corpuscles  of 
man  and  of  the  ox ;  plate  xvi,  flat  cells, 
from  mesentary  of  a  cat. 

No.  5.  Plate  xvii,  kidney  of  a  mouse, 
injected ;  plate  xviii,  chronic  nephritis ; 
plate  xix,  malphigian  tufts,  injected  ;  plate 
XX,  crj^stals  of  urea. 

We  have  heretofore  given  oar  hearty 
commendation  to  the  unique  work  com- 
menced by  Dr.  Seller,  and  take  pleasure  in 
noting  the  success  which  has  attended  his 
efforts  and  those  of  the  publishers,  Messrs. 
Coates  &  Co.  We  learn  that  the  eminent 
publishers,  Macmillan  &  Co.,  of  London, 
have  undertaken  to  supply  the  English  pub- 
lic with  this  valuable  publication.  The 
promise  of  excellence  given  by  the  earlier 
numbers  is  fully  carried  out  in  the  later 
issues.  These  plates  represent  the  actual 
appearances  observed  under  the  microscope, 
and  as  such,  are  as  much  better  than  the 
usual  idealizations  of  the  engraver  as  the 
truth  is  better  than  fiction.  Science  deals 
with  the  actual^  hence  we  commend  this 
publication  to  the  truly  sciantific. 

The  Physician's  Visiting  List  for  1877. 

Twenty-sixth   year    of    its    publication. 

Philadelphia :      Lindsay     &    Blakiston. 

;Sold  by  all  booksellers  and  druggists. 

This  visiting  list  has  received  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  profession  for  so  many 
years  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to 
announce    that   the    characteristics   which 


have  in  the  past  commended  it  to  the  busy 
practitioner  it  still  retains,  and,  we  doubt 
not,  will  continue  to  make  it  as  popular 
and  induce  as  large  a  sale  as  in  years 
gone  by. 

v-»-» 
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Principles  of  Human  Physiology.  By 
William  B.  Carpenter,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
F.  O.  S.,  F.  L.  S.,  Registrar  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  London,  etc.,  etc.  Edited  hy 
Henry  Power,  M.  B.,  London,  F.  R.  C. 
S.,  Examiner  in  Natural  Sciences  and  in 
Medicine,  University  of  Cambridge,  etc., 
A  new  American,  from  the  eighth  revised 
and  enlarged  English  edition,  with  notes 
and  additions,  by  Francis  G.  Smith,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Philadel- 
phia. 8vo.  1083  pages.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea.  1876.  St.  Louis:  St. 
Louis  Book  &  News  Company,  307  N. 
Fourth  street.  Cloth,  $5  50 ;  leather 
$6  50. 

A  Century  of  American  Medicine.  1776 
—1876.  By  Edward  H.  Clarke,  M.  D., 
Late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
Harvard  University,  etc.  ;  Henry  J.  Bige- 
low,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Har- 
vard Universitv,  etc.  ;  Samuel  D.  Gross, 
M.  D.,  LL.  d!^,  D.  C.  L.  Oxon.,  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  etc.  ;  T.  Gaillard 
Thomas,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics, 
etc.,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  etc.  ;  and  J.  S. 
Billings,  M.  D.,  Librarian  to  the  National 
Medical  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 
12  mo.,  pp.  366.  Philadelphia:  Henry 
C.  Lea.  1875.  St.  Louis:  Gray,  Baker 
&  Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 

Compendium  of  Histology.  Twent3'-four 
Lectures  by  Heinrich  Frey,  Professor. 
Translated  from  the  German,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  author,  hy  George  R.  Cutter, 
M.  D.,  Assistant  Surgeon  New  York  E}^ 
and  Ear  Infirmary ;  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Surgeon,  New  York  Dispensaiy, 
etc.,  etc.  Illustrated  by  208  engravings 
on  w^ood.  8vo.,  pp.  274.  New  York: 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  avenue. 
1876.     St.  Louis:     Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 
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A  Treatise  on  the  Theory  and  Practice 
OE  Medicine,  By  John  Syer  Bristowe, 
M.  D.,  London,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician 
to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  Joint  Lecturer 
at  the  School,  and  Examiner  in  Medicine 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  Edited,  with  notes,  b}"  James 
H.  Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  At- 
tending Physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital ;  Ph3^sician  to  the  Children's 
Hospital,  Philadelphia,  etc.  8vo.  pp. 
1089.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea, 
1876.  St.  Louis :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 
Cloth,  $5  50  ;  leather,  $6  50. 

Epitome  of  Skin  Diseases,  with  Formulse. 

:  For  Students  and  Practitioners.  By  Til- 
bury Fox,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician 
to  the  Department  for  Skin  Diseases  in 
Universit}'  College  Hospital,  Author  of 
various  works  on  Skin  Diseases,  etc.,  and 
T.  C.  Fox,  B.  A.  (Cantab.),  M.R.C.S. 
18mo.  pp.  120.  Philadelphia :  Henr}- 
C.  Lea.  1876.  St.  Louis:  Book  & 
News  Co.     Cloth,  $1  00. 


Warts. — In  the  Archives  of  Dermatology 
for  October,  '76,  there  is  a  report  of  the 
case  of  a  girl,  aged  eleven  years,  who  had 
been  relieved  of  warts  in  large  numbers 
upon  the  face  and  hands,  by  the  use  of  arse- 
nic internally.  The  treatment  extended 
over  three  weeks,  and  no  local  application 
was  made. 

The  American  Dermatological  Associa- 
tion will  hold  its  second  annual  meeting  at 
Niagara  Falls,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Sep- 
tember, 1877.  The  officers  elect  for  the 
coming  year  are  as  follows :  President, 
James  C.  White,  M.  D.,  of  Boston;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Lewis  A.  Duhring,  M.  D.,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  R.  W.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  of 
New  York ;  Secretarj^,  L.  Duncan  Bulk- 
ley,  M.  D.,  of  New  York;  Treasurer,  Jas. 
Nevins  Hyde,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 

"Carbolic  Acid  as  a  Preventive  of 
Syphilis,"  is  the  rather  sensational  title  of 
a  communioation  by  Dr.  Hanmer  Dickson 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Lancet.  He 
recommends  his  friends  to  wash  immedi- 
ately after  coitus,  always  using  soap  con- 
taining twenty  per  cent,  (not  less)  of  car- 
bolic acid.     The   writer  admits,  however, 


that  the  utility  of  this  great  moral  plan  is 
limited  to  those  cases  in  which  the  syphilitic- 
poison  has  not  had  time  to  be  absorbed  inta 
the  circulation. — Clinic^  Sept.  23. 

Arkansas  State  Medical  Association ► 
— On  account  of  the  expressed  wish  of  a 
majority  of  the  members,  the  meeting  of 
this  Association  has  been  deferred  until 
Tuesday,  the  24th  of  April,  1877.  The 
place  of  meeting  is,  as  before  announced,, 
at  Hot  Springs.  The  session  bids  fair  ta 
be  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  the 
Association.  The  "bolters"  have  also  de- 
ferred their  meeting  until  next  spring. 

Gastroscopy — Dr.  Herman  Auerbach,  of 
Berlin,  describes  {Allegem  Med.  Central 
Zeitung)  an  instrument  by  which  he  states 
the  interior  of  the  stomach  may  be  illumin- 
ated and  made  visible.  He  does  not  assert 
that  an}^  one  has  ever  viewed  the  interior  of 
that  viscus  in  the  manner  proposed,  but 
merel}^  suggests  the  form  of  the  instrument,, 
which  seems  to  exist  only  in  his  lively  im- 
ao;ination. 

Itinerant  Pile- Surgeons  and  their 
Secret. — Dr.  E.  Andrews  relates,  in  tha- 
Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner^ 
Oct.  '76,  the  method  and  materials  used  by 
the  traveling  quack  "  pile-doctors."  They 
usually  claim  that  they  practice  no  opera- 
tion and  use  no  instruments.  The  facts  of 
the  case  are,  however,  that  a  good  hj^po- 
dermic  sj^inge,  kept  in  perfect  order,  with 
sharp  and  delicate  pipes  and  a  strong  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid,  are  used.  The  pre- 
paration is  usually  as  follows  : 


ft     Crystalized  carbolic  acid 


iiii ; 


Pure  oil  (some  fixed  oil)     f.  §i ; 
Mix. 

Some  use  equal  parts  of  the  acid  and  oil ; 
others  substitute  glycerine  for  the  oil,  and 
one,  at  least,  has  tried  a  preparation  of 
ergot.  When  the  piles  are  internal  and  not 
readily  brought  down,  a  Sims'  speculum  is 
used  to  uncover  them.  The  operator  usu- 
all}^  takes  but  one  pile  at  a  time,  alwaj's 
selecting  the  uppermost  first,  and  injects 
into  its  interior  from  four  to  six  drops  of 
the  solution.  This  causes  the  tumor  to 
turn  white,  and  probably  coagulates  the 
blood  in  its  vessels,  and  results  in  its 
shrinking  away  without  any  inflammation 
severe  enough  to  prevent  the  patient  attend- 
ing to  ordinary  business.  When  necessary 
the  operation  is  repeated.    Strong  solutions 


192 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


of  carbolic  acid  produce  an  aiiiiesthetic 
iiffect,  so  the  claim  that  the  method  is 
*' painless  "  is  usuall}'  considered  reasona- 
ble, although  great  irritation  and  inflamma- 
tion follow  in  some  casGs.  The  absolute 
safet}'  of  the  plan  is  not  yet  demonstrated. 
Dr.  Andrews  thinks  that  perhaps  cases  of 
-embolism  of  some  branch  of  the  portal 
vein,  and  consequent  serious  hepatic  com- 
plications nday  possibly  result,  from  the 
carr3'ing  of  a  portion  of  the  coagulum 
formed  in  the  hemorrhoidal  tumor  into  the 
portal  circulation.  If  this  fear  of  embol- 
ism should  be  shown  to  be  practically 
^'roundless,  he  thinks  there  is  little  else  to 
be  feared  and  the  operation  may  become  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  resources. 

A  Battle  over  a  Bed-bug. — A  sprightly 
quarrel  is  in  progress  among  the  homoeo- 
paths on  the  subject  of  bed-bugs.  A  num- 
ber of  years  ago  this  interesting  animal  was 
introduced  into  their  materia  medica,  in 
company  with  pediculus  capitus,  crotulus 
horridus,  and  other  lively  medicines.  In 
spite  of  some  opposition  from  individuals, 
it  gained  a  footing,  and  now  holds  a  prom- 
inent place  in  Allen's  Homoeopathic  Ma- 
teria Medica,  a  standard  authority.  Dr. 
J.  iP.  Dake,  one  of  the  strong  men  of  the 
sect,  wages  war  against  it,  his  last  demon- 
stration taking  the  form  of  a  lengthy  article 
in  the  June  number  of  the  Hahnemannian 
Monthly.  In  this,  however,  he  almost  sur- 
renders, declaring  that  "as  it  has  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  pages  of  the  Encyclopedia  by 
i)r.  Allen,  I  will  no  longer  protest  against 
its  remaining  there,  as  it  may  be,  after  all, 
the  '  right  thing  in  the  right  place.' "  Now 
that  the  question  is  stilled,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  demand  for  the  valuable  medicine  will 
Ibe  so  active  as  to  prove  beneficial  to  those 
localities  where  bed-bugs  are  not  regarded 
.as  "  the  right  thing  in  the  right  place." — 
Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
Oct.    1876.    ' 

Information  Wanted. — I)r.  C.  C.  Van- 
derbeck,  1121  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia, 
asks  for  reports  of  cases  of  hysteria  in 
males  ;  also  instances  of  idiosj-ncrasies  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  drugs  upon  the 
human  system. 

Arkansas  Medical  Matters. — Dr.  Bar- 
ly.  President  of  the  Arkansas  Medical 
Association,  has  written  an  excellent  ex- 
pose of  the  irregular  proceedings  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  in  regard  to 


Arkansas,  which  appears  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Journal  and  Examiner.  Our  read- 
ers are  already  in  full  possession  of  the  facts, 
and  wc  are  glad  that  the  Journal  and  Ex- 
aminer has  taken  the  matter  in  hand. 


lamt  ^tm. 


Dr.  Hugo  Auler  has  been  elected  Coro- 
ner of  St.  Louis  county.  Dr.  Auler  has 
made  a  good  record  as  member  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Schools,  and  resolutions  very 
complimentary  to  the  retiring  member  were 
passed  by  that  body  upon  accepting  his 
resignation. 

The  Association  of  Medical  Superintend- 
ents of  American  Hospitals  for  the  Insane 
will  meet  in  St.  Louis  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  May  (29th)  next.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  present  anomalous  system  of  man- 
agement of  the  County  Insane  As3dum  may 
have  have  been  corrected  before  that  date. 

Extension  of  Accommodations  for  the 
Insane. — The  County  Court  has  ordered 
the  erection  of  two  new  buildings  upon  the 
grounds  of  the  present  Insane  As3'lum,  and 
has  made  a  preliminary  appropriation  of 
$10,000.  This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, much  better  than  the  purchase  of  the 
tumble-down  buildings  formerly  occupied  as 
a  poor  house,  as  at  one  time  proposed. 

United  States  Marine  Hospital. — We 
take  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  Walter  Wj^man  to  the 
position  of  Physician  to  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital,  at  St.  Louis.  Dr.  W}'- 
man  has  had  over  two  j'^ears'  experience  as 
Assistant  Phj^sician  at  St.  Louis  Citj'  Hos- 
pital, and  is,  hence,  unusuallj^  well  qualified 
for  the  position  he  has  now  assumed.  We 
understand  that  the  examinations  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Marine  Hospital  service 
are  veiy  stringent,  and  we  congratulate  our 
friend  upon  his  passing  it  with  credit,  and 
upon  an  appointment  which  has  been  most 
worthily  bestowed. 
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CLASSIFICATION  AND  CAUSES 
OF  INSANITY. 


BY  JEROME  K  BAUDUY,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Psycbological  Medicine  and  Diseases  of 
the  Nervous  System,  Mo.  Med.  College;  Attend- 
ing Physician  to  St.  Vincent's  Institution 
for  the  Insane. 


Gentlemen  : — The  different  forms  of  in- 
sanity  shade  into  each  other  in  such  an  im- 
perceptible manner,  they  alternate  with 
each  other  in  such  unexpected  and  perplex- 
ing variety,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
form  a  classification  which  will  be  perfectly 
satisfactory.  This  is  the  reason  that 
writers  on  the  subject  feel  at  liberty  to  make 
a  classification  of  their  own — no  two  of 
which  are  alike — and  hence  the  confusion 
which  is  so  much  complained  of  by  students. 

I  shall  mention  two  or  three  of  these 
schemes  of  classification  which  commend 
themselves  to  us  by  their  simplicity  and 
philosophic  system. 

That  of  the  great  Pinel  is  the  most  simple 
and  easily  remembered.  In  this  scheme 
there  are  but  four  divisions  :  1 .  Mania ; 
2,  Melancholia;  3,  Dementia;  4,  Idiocy 
(including  Imbecility) . 

All  can  remember  this  without  any  great 
effort. 

The  division  described  by  Schroeder  van 
der  Kolk  is  worthy  of  consideration  for  the 
reference  to  the  mode  of  causation  which  it 
implies.  This  author  makes  two  grand 
divisions,  in  which  he  places  all  cases  of 
insanity,  viz  :  Idiopathic  and  Sympathetic 
insanity.  In  the  first  class  are  placed  all 
those  cases  of  purely  cerebral  origin  ;  those 
whose  primary  cause  is  to  be  traced  to  dis- 
ease originating  in  the  nervous  centers  con- 


cerned in  ideation.  In  the  second  class— 
the  sympathetic — are  all  cases  arising, 
primarily,  from  disease  in  some  other  organ 
or  structure  of  the  bod}^  The  functional 
derangements  of  the  mind  thus  produced 
by  reflex  action,  if  not  met  by  appropriate 
treatment  directed  to  the  original  seat  of 
the  disease,  eventually  produce  secondary 
changes  in  the  brain  itself  of  a  degenera- 
tive character  which  are  without  remedy. 

As  the  brain  is  in  most  intimate  relations 
with  the  most  remote  and  minute  histologi- 
cal elements  in  the  human  body,  and  a 
change  affecting  one  must  exert  an  influence 
of  some  sort  upon  the  other,  it  is  easy  to 
conceive  that  a  disease  attacking  any  organ 
or  structure  may  produce  important  morbid 
action  in  the  delicate  and  susceptible  por- 
tions of  the  gray  matter  of  the  cerebral  con- 
volutions, which  is  the  material  organ  of 
the  mind,  especially  in  those  possessing  an 
unstable  constitution  of  nervous  element. 

Thus,  affections  of  important  viscera — 
the  stomach,  colon,  liver,  uterus  or  bladder 
— may  initiate  changes  in  the  cerebral 
functions  producing  the  symptoms  termed 
insanity. 

The  classification  of  Maudsley  is  simple 
and  concise.  His  divisions  are  as  follows  : 
Mania ^  acute  and  chronic;  Monomania; 
Melancholia;  Moral  Insanity ;  Dementia; 
Idiocy^  including  imbecility ;  and  General 
Paralysis  or  Paresis  of  the  Insane. 

The  system  of  Skae  is  too  cumbersome 
for  our  purpose,  and  would  be  likely  to 
cause  confusion  in  your  minds  rather  than 
enlightenment.  Still  it  has  one  thing  in  its 
favor  ;  that  it  is  based  altogether  upon  the 
etiology. 

That  of  Maudsley  is  the  one  which  I  am 
accustomed  to  give  to  the  class  in  my 
lectures.  Later  in  this  course  I  shall  speak 
at  length  of  the  two  grand  divisions  which 
are  to  be  kept  in  mind  when  considering 
the  several  phases  of  mental  disease :  the 
affective  and  the  ideational.  This  division 
runs  through  the  entire  list  of  varieties  of 
insanity.     By  the  affective,  moral,  pathetic 
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or  emotional  form  of  insanit}'^  3^011  are  to 
understand  that  the  individual's  acts,  feel- 
ings, sentiments  and  emotions  are  dis- 
turbed ;  while  ideational  insanity  is  that 
marked  b}^  derangement  of  his  intellectual 
powers  manifested  by  the  change  from  his 
normal  expression  of  ideas  in  words. 

Thus,  a  man  may  show  unmistakable  in- 
sanity by  the  character  of  his  acts,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  the  most  rigid  examina- 
tion may  show  no  evidence  of  derangement 
in  his  intellectual  life.  It  is  altogether 
probable  that  such  disturbance  does  exist, 
but  we  may  be  unable  to  detect  it. 

I  wish  to  particularly  impress  upon  you 
the  fact  that  the  affective  form  is  of  far  the 
greater  importance  of  the  two.  As  one 
writer  (Esquirol)  has  observed,  it  precedes, 
accompanies  and  follows  the  ideational 
manifestations  in  every  variety  of  intellect- 
ual aberration.  That  is  to  say,  the  feel- 
ings are  the  first  to  become  affected ;  if 
the  intellect  becomes  involved,  the  emo- 
tional faculties  are  also  affected  ;  and  after 
every  evidence  of  intellectual  disturbance 
has  passed  away,  the  feelings  still  show 
that  the  morbid  process  is  still  going  on,  and 
this  emotional  change  may  persist  for  life. 

Sankey,  who  ha»  recently  written  a  very 
good  little  work  on  insanity,  writes  as  fol- 
lows :  "  U ndoubtedl}^  the  primary  symp- 
toms of  all  cases  of  insanity  are  connected 
with  the  emotions  ;  alterations  in  the  emo- 
tions are  the  earliest  phenomena  exhibited. 
In  nearly  every  case  of  first  attack  of  in- 
sanity depression  of  spirits  (in  some  cases 
of  short  duration,  but  still  to  be  traced)  is 
the  premonitory,  the  really  invading  sign  ; 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  assertion  are 
few ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  to  me  somewhat 
doubtful  if  any  exceptions  to  the  rule  exist.* 

This  premonitory  depression  of  spirits, 
melancholia  sine  delirio,  may  be  followed  by 
either  mania  or  melancholia  with  delusion. 

As  the  result  of  long  study  of  the  subject, 
and  thirteen  years   of  experience  in  the 

•Lectures  on  M  ntal  Diseases.  By  W.  H.  O.  Sankey, 
M.  D. ,  London,  1866.    Page  27. 


treatment  of  the  insane,  I  am  inclined  to 
agree  with  Sankey  that  the  distinctions  of 
man}''  authors  are  too  finely  drawn,  and 
that  melancholia  and  mania  frequently  al- 
ternate with  each  other  in  the  same  patient 
and  within  very  short  periods  of  time. 

As  in  diseases  of  the  cerebral  meninges 
we  found  alternating  sj^mptoms  of  excitation 
and  of  depression,  imperceptibly  shading 
into  one  another,  so  it  is  often  impossible 
to  discriminate  between  acute  melancholia 
and  acute  mania.  The  deep,  underlying 
disturbance  of  the  affective  life  may  be  so 
strongly  marked  as  to  render  it  a  matter  of 
the  most  extreme  difficulty  to  say  which 
form  of  mental  alienation  is  present. 

Authors  upon  the  subject  do,  indeed,  ad- 
mit that  a  patient  may  have  alternating 
periods  of  sanity,  melancholia  and  mania, 
which  has  been  thought  worthy  of  a  place 
in  classification  as  folie  circulaire,  of  some 
of  the  French  writers.  But  I  go  a  step 
farther,  and  say  that  from  the  very  first, 
from  the  first  week  of  the  disease  a  patient 
may  exhibit  symptoms  of  depression  and 
of  excitation,  of  melancholia  and  mania 
alternately,  from  day  to  dsij. 

Even  to-day,  I  am  often  puzzled  when 
asked  in  what  class  to  place  a  case  which 
has  recently  entered  the  asylum.  You  are 
now  able  to  give  the  proper  value  to  the 
tables  of  cases  which  are  to  be  found  in 
every  report  of  the  workings  of  asylums. 

Now,  I  would  impress  upon  you  the  fact 
that  insanity  is  a  true  disease,  not  a  meta- 
physical entit}^,  or,  as  the  ancients  thought, 
an  infliction  upon  an  individual  of  the  anger 
of  the  gods.  This  statement  is  all  the  more 
necessary,  for,  to  this  da}^,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people,  even  those  who  are  well 
educated,  as  the  word  is  usually  understood, 
consider  it,  as  well  as  epilepsy,  a  mys- 
terious and  disgraceful  something,  which 
casts  a  stigma  upon  the  family,  some- 
thing to  be  concealed  and  denied  upon 
all  occasions.  This  fact  is  painfully  ap- 
parent to  the  physician  who  would  trace 
the  family  history  of  his  patient  and  as- 
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certain  whether  there  has  been,  at  any 
time,  insanity  in  the  ancestry ;  a  fact  of 
paramount  importance  in  making  a  diag- 
nosis and  prognosis  in  many  cases.  People 
do  not  appreciate  the  fact  that,  like  pneu- 
monia, or  pleuritis,  insanity  is  accompanied 
by  morbid  changes  of  physical  structure 
which  are  susceptible  of  demonstration 
after  death,  which,  therefore,  have  a  real 
existence  during  life.  For  a  full  exposition 
of  this  most  important  fact  we  are  indebted 
particularly  to  Gray,  of  Utica,  and  his 
trained  assistants.  To  our  own  country- 
man is  due  the  honor  of  this  demonstration 
which  adds  much  of  certainty  to  our 
science. 

In  almost  every  case  of  insanity  there 
exists  a  certain  tendency,  a  predisposition 
towards  mental  disease.  This  is  almost 
always  inherited  from  the  ancestry,  although 
it  may  be  acquired.  But  there  is  generally, 
not  one  cause  onl}^  for  the  outbreak  of  the 
disease,  but  a  combination,  a  concurrence 
of  causes.  These  may  be  physical  or  moral 
in  character. 

We  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special,  individual  causes 
of  insanity. 

Climate  Is  named  among  the  causes  of 
mental  alienation  by  all  authors.  You  have 
all  experienced  the  effect  of  climatic  changes 
upon  your  own  mental  condition.  In  the 
insane  the  modifications  in  atmospheric 
conditions  produces  marked  effects  upon 
the  mental  state,  more  marked,  as  we  would 
expect,  than  those  exhibited  in  health.  If 
you  visit  an  asylum  for  the  insane  during 
dark,  murky  weather,  you  will  see  that  the 
inmates  are  remarkably  affected.  The 
maniac  becomes  more  violent  and  the  sub- 
ject of  melancholia  becomes  still  more  de- 
jected. You  will  observe,  by  watching  the 
press,  that  suicides  are  more  frequent  in 
damp  and  cloud}^  weather,  especially  if 
cold  adds  its  depressing  influence  to  those 
mentioned. 

Suicide  is  not,  by  any  means,  always  in- 
dicative of    insanity.     Good   reasons  may 


exist  for  the  commission  of  the  crime. 
Motives,  as  powerful  as  those  which  move 
us  to  any  of  the  actions  of  life  may  impel 
to  self-destruction  those  who  are  absolutely 
sane. 

I  again  state,  most  positively,  as  my  own 
conviction,  that  suicide  is,  by  no  means,  a 
conclusive  proof  of  the  insanity  of  he  who 
perpetrates  it.  If,  however,  no  adequate 
motive  can  be  assigned  for  the  act,  espe- 
ciall}^  if  he  was  possessed  of  the  insane 
temperament,  if  he  had  previously  shown 
evidences  of  mental  derangement,  then,  if 
a  man  commits  suicide  we  may  safely  say 
that  the  act  was  the  result  of  mental  aliena- 
tion. Like  homicide,  larceny,  arson,  or 
the  high  development  of  erotic  passion ;  at- 
tempts at  suicide,  if  proven  to  be  bona  fide 
attempts,  not  simulations  of  the  act,  may 
become  corroborative  proofs  of  insanity. 
None  of  these  acts,  or  attempts  at  their 
commission  are,  of  themselves  alone,  at  all 
conclusive  of  the  existence  of  insanity. 

In  my  next  lecture  I  shall  consider  some 
of  the  other  causes  of  mental  derangement. 

2106  Clark  Avenue. 
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SENILE   TREMBLING. 


BY  CHARCOT  ;    REPORTED    BY  BOURNEVILLE. 


(Translated  for  the  Clinical  Record.) 

Contrary  to  the  vulgar  opinion,  which  is 
also  shared  by  some  physicians,  senile 
trembling  is  not  common.  A  visit  made 
last  year  to  all  the  dormitories  of  the  Sal- 
petriere,  which  is  in  great  part  devoted  to 
the  aged,  enabled  M.  Charcot  to  collect  ten 
cases  ;  this  year,  a  similar  visit  -was  less 
fruitful,  for  it  furnished  only  five  old  women 
whom  he  could  place  before  his  auditors  as 
examples  of  the  disease  in  question. 

Dramatic  authors  have  often  depicted  in 
their  comedies  the  aged  as  excessively 
tremulous  in  head  and  limbs.     This  is  an 
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error  that  Shakespeare,  as  scrupulous  in 
observation  as  he  was  grand  in  poes}^,  was 
able  to  avoid.  In  order  to  bring  convic- 
tion to  the  mind  we  shall  cite,  after  Char- 
cot, a  few  passages  borrowed  from  several 
dramas  by  that  immortal  English  poet. 

The  first  is  taken  from  Henry  IV.  In 
the  second  scene  of  the  first  act,  the  judge 
reproves  Falstaff  for  having  corrupted  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Falstaff,  for  the  moment, 
pleads  his  youlhfulness,  which  leads  the 
judge  to  answer  thus  : 

' '  Do  you  set  down  your  name  in  the 
scroll  of  youth,  that  are  written  down  old 
with  all  the  characters  of  age  ?  Have  you 
not  a  moist  eye?  a  dry  hand?  a  yellow 
cheek?  a  white  beard?  a  decreasing  leg? 
an  increasing  belly?  Is  not  your  voice 
broken?  your  wind  short?  your  chin 
double?  your  wit  single?  and  every  part 
about  3^ou  blasted  with  antiquit}^  ?  and  will 
you  call  yourself  young?  Fye,  fye,  fye, 
Sir  John !" 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  all  these  questions 
there  is  nothing  about  trembling.  In  the 
play  "  As  You  Like  It,"  one  of  Shakes- 
peare's characters,  Jaques,  as  will  be  re- 
membered, compares  the  world  to  a  theatre, 
of  which  the  men  and  women  are  the  actors. 
The  acts  of  the  piece  played  answer  to  the 
seven  ages  of  man  ;  the  sixth,  to  age  ;  the 
seventh,  to  extreme  old  age;  "  last  scene 
of  all  that  ends  this  strange  eventful  his- 
tory, is  second  childishness,  and  mere  ob- 
livion ;  sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  taste, 
sans  everything."  In  this,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding passage,  no  mention  is  made  of 
trembling.  Not  only  in  relation  to  this 
point  in  medicine,  but  in  reference  to  many 
others,  did  Shakespeare  show  himself  a 
faithful  painter  ;  so  numerous  are  these  that 
Dr.  J.  C.  Bucknill,  an  English  physician, 
has  been  able  to  write  a  very  instructive 
book,  not  only  to  physicians,  but  to  men  of 
the  world,  "The  Medical  Knowledge  of 
Shakespeare." 

If,  now,  we  pass  in  review  the  opinions 
of  physicians,  we  shall   find  that  a  certain 


number  have  adopted  the  prejudices  of  the 
laity  in  this  regard.  Speaking  of  the  mod- 
ifications of  the  muscular  system  which 
occur  in  old  age.  L.  Fleury  says  "that 
senile  trembling  is  often  observed."*  In 
an  article  devoted  to  trembling  |  we  read 
' '  that  the  enfeeblement  of  the  parts  which 
results  from  it  (age)  almost  constantly  gives 
rise  to  ti^embling,"  SLud  that  'Ht  is  rare  to 
see  an  old  person  wJio  does  not  tremble.'^ 

It  is  just,  however,  to  remark  that  many 
physicians  have  not  indicated  trembling 
among  the  characteristic  phenomena  of  old 
age,  and  among  these  are  to  be  classed  all 
writers  who  have  been  occupied  with  the 
diseases  of  advanced  life.  M.  Charcot  es- 
pecially cites  Day,  Durand-Fardel,  Mal- 
comson,  Geist  and  Bibra ;  these  writers  do 
not  even  describe  senile  trembling  as  a 
pathological  state.  Some  clinicians,  on  the 
contrary,  have  protested,  not  by  silence 
alone,  against  it;  among  others,  Trousseau. 

'^  It  has  been  the  custom,"  he  writes, 
"  to  say  that  this  species  of  trembling  is  an 
effect  of  the  feebleness  which  advanced  age 
brings  with  it ;  but,  if  the  fact  be  true,  in 
some  cases,  it  is  not  true  taken  generally'. 
On  the  one  hand,  in  fact,  this  trembling  is 
not  necessarily  observed  in  all  old  people, 
even  in  those  ver}^  advanced  in  age  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  quite  frequently  met  with 
in  middle-aged  subjects,  and  even  in  ado- 
lescents." | 

As  M.  Charcot  has  said,  the  trembling 
called  senile  is  not  the  only  affection  which 
has  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  old 
age.  The  morbus  coxae  senilis,  ga^igrene 
by  arterial  obliteration,  called  senile,  are  not 
seen  so  often  in  the  Salpetriere  as  we  should 
expect,  following  the  common  prejudice. 

A  simple  glance  at  the  five  old  women, 
shown  by  M.  Charcot  to  his  hearers,  shows 
clearly  in  what  true  senile  trembling  con- 
sists.    The   head    is  principally   involved. 


*Cowrs  d'hygiene,  t.  12.  p.  306. 

t  Ancien  Dictionnaire  encyclopedique  des  sciences 
medicales,  1821. 

I  Clinique  medicale  de  I' Hotel-dieu  de  Paris,  4e  edi- 
tion, t.  IJ.,  p.  280. 
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The  movements  Avliicli  affect  it  are  various  ; 
these  old  people  incessantly  execute  move- 
ments, sometimes  those  which  answer  in  the 
affirmative  (flexion  of  the  head,  followed 
by  extension) ,  or  those  which  are  negative 
in  appearance  (side-to-side  movements) , 
sometimes  these  alternate  one  with  the 
other.  In  each  of  these  varieties  a  certain 
uniformity  exists,  the  characteristic  move- 
ments are  continued  in  nearly  regular 
order. 

M.  Charcot  then  pointed  out  another 
variety,  which  is  a  little  more  complex.  In 
addition  to  the  trembling  of  the  head,  there 
is  observed  an  incessant  tremor  of  the 
lower  lip  and  of  the  chin.  This  is  what 
children,  who  mock  the  aged,  call  "  making 
rabbit's  mouth  " — childhood  is  without  pity 
— an  expression  made  use  of  by  one  of 
those  patients. 

Sometimes  the  trembling  involves  the 
hands.  In  spite  of  this,  we  repeat,  it  is 
the  head  which  is  principall}'^  affected  ;  this 
is  not  peculiar  to  aged  persons,  for,  at 
times,  it  has  been  observed  with  all  its 
characteristics  in  individuals  who  are  still 
young ;  this  has  been  noticed  by  divers 
authors  as  well  as  by  ourselves.  Many 
circumstances,  principallj^  contradictions 
and  the  emotions,  give  rise  to  exacerbations 
of  this  trembling. 

It  is  important  not  to  confound  senile 
trembling  with  rhythmical  contractions  of 
the  muscles  of  the  neck,  which  occur  under 
the  same  conditions  as  does  senile  tremb- 
ling. In  this  affection  the  head  is  always 
turned  from  left  to  right  or  from  right  to 
left.  These  spasms,  a  fine  case  of  which 
M.  Charcot  showed  last  year,  differ  from 
senile  trembling  in  several  particulars ; 
especially  in  the  facts  that  the  latter  is 
more  rapid,  less  regular,  and  is  frequently 
complicated  with  alternate  movements  of 
flexion  and  extension,  or  with  movements 
of  the  lower  jaw. 

Senile  trembling  often  follows  moral 
emotions,  and  is  suddenly  developed. 
Finally,    in  order   that   the  fidelit}^  of  M. 


Charcot's  picture  may  be  fully  appreciated 
we  subjoin  a  short  account  of  the  cases 
which  he  presented. 

Case  I. — Mag  — ,  age  seventy.  Tremb- 
ling of  the  head  predominates,  having  sud- 
denly appeared  during  the  war  in  1871, 
following  a  fright  caused  by  the  sight  of  a 
large  number  of  federals  who  were  shot 
under  her  window.  The  hands  start  some- 
times when  she  is  at  work  sewing ;  some- 
times the  trunk  and  legs  are  affected  by  the 
trembling. 

Case   II. — Ki.  ,    aged    sixty-eight. 

Trembling,  especially  of  the  head  and  right 
arm,  began  in  1871,  following  a  fright 
caused  by  the  sight  of  a  bomb,  which,  in 
exploding,  killed  five  or  six  persons.  The 
trembling  consists  of  lateral  movements 
and  those  of  flexion  and  extension  of  the 
head. 

Case  III. — Men eighty- two  years. 

Trembling,  involving  the  lower  jaw,  prin-^ 
cipally.  This  woman  says  that  her  disease 
was  suddenly  developed  after  intense  emo- 
tion occasioned  by  the  death  of  a  nephew, 
whom  she  saw  killed  during  the  war.  Soon 
afterward  she  was  taken  with  general 
tremors  and  fell  into  a  sort  of  lethargy. 
When  she  came  to  herself  the  trembling 
had  diminished  and  was  circumscribed. 
Little  by  little,  it  has  become  more  intense 
since  then.  Contradictions  increase  it. 
The  tongue  is  unaffected,  speech  is  normal. 
In  this  woman  there  is  a  slight  tremor  of 
the  thumbs  which  hinders  her  from  thread- 
ing her  needle.  The  right  hand  trembles 
more  than  the  left.  The  lower  limbs  are 
not  involved. 


Case  IV.— Blan 


age  seventy-one. 


Trembling  limited  to  the  head,  which  says 
alternately  yes  and  no.  This  trembling 
first  appeared  in  1869,  following  a  carriage 
accident.  She  came  near  being  crushed. 
Fifteen  days  later  her  husband  noticed  her 
trembling:  "  It  appears,"  said  he,  "that 
thou  art  always  saying  yes."  Her  tremb- 
ling   progressively    increased,    still    more 
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since  she  came  into  the  Salpetriere.  No 
ti'emor  of  the  hands  or  jaw.  * 

Case   V. — Pot  -,    eighty-one    years 

old.  Trembling  of  the  head,  without  an}'^ 
involvement  of  the  lower  jaw.  The  hands 
are  unaffected.  The  patient  can  still  sew  ; 
at  times,  however,  she  experiences  slight 
startings  and  pricks  her  fingers.  The 
trembling  began  a  score  of  years  ago. 

To  complete  this  sketch  of  senile  tremb- 
ling, we  shall  say  that  to  this  time  patJio- 
logical  anatomy  has  taught  us  nothing  in 
relation  to  it ;  we  do  not  know  the  anatomi- 
cal substratum.  As  to  treatment  we  may 
say  that  it  is  always  powerless. — Le  Pro- 
gres  Medical,  Nov.  25,  1876.         w.  b.  h. 

♦-♦-♦ 

THE  MEDICAL  USES  OF  MYRRH. 


Myrrh,  which  is,  perhaps,  too  much  neg- 
lected in  our  time,  shares  the  general  prop- 
erties of  substances  composed  of  a  resin 
combined  with  an  essential  oil,  and  among 
these,  may  be  placed  between  tar  and 
ammoniac. 

M.  Deliaux  de  Savignac,  considers  its 
action  upon  the  stomach  as  being  well 
established.  He  has  seen  painful  dyspep- 
sia rapidly  ameliorated  under  its  use.  It 
acts  as  a  general  tonic  in  gastralgia  de- 
pendent upon  several  chronic  diseases, 
anaemia  and  chlorosis  especially.  Finally, 
its  local  calmative  and  disinfectant  action 
makes  it  a  useful  addition  to  certain  topical 
applications.  The  following  formulae  are 
recommended,  by  the  author  referred  to,  in 
the  Dictionaire  encydopedique  des  sciences 
medicales : 

For  a  tooth  powder  : 

R     Prepared  chalk,  500  grammes  ; 

Powdered  borax,  250         •' 

Myrrh,  125         '' 

Orris  root,  125         '' 

M. 


*When  these  patients  write,  they  press  heavily  with 
the  pen,  the  marks  are  broad  and  thick.  Ijthey  atten)pt 
to  make  a  right  line,  to  join  two  points  together,  there 
is,  from  time  to  time,  a  slight  hook  made,  and  the  more 
pronoimced  the  tremor,  the  more  numerous  are  these 
irregularities. 


Antigastralgic  wine  of  myrrh,  prescribed 
in  the  dose  of  a  wine-glassful,  three  times 
a  day,  before  or  after  meals,  according  to 
the  time  at  which  the  pain  is  experienced, 
has  an  excellent  stomachic  effect ;  it  is  pre- 
pared as  follows  : 

K;    Best  myrrh,  powdered,  20  grammes  3v  ; 

Bitter  orange  peel,         15       "         3iv ; 

Malaga  wine,  1  litre      f  gxxviii ; 

Macerate  ten  days  and  filter. — Jou7\  de 
Med.  et  de  Chir.  pratiques,  Nov.  1876. 

"W.  B.  H. 
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THE   INTERNATIONAL    MEDICAL 
CONGRESS. 


(^Conclusion.) 
Fifth  Day — Friday,  Sept.  8 — Continued. 

MEETINGS  OF    SECTIONS. 

Sectional  meetings  were  held  in  the  after-^ 
noon,  and  took  up  various  subjects,  as 
follows  : — 

Section  1 — Medicine. — The  Treatment 
of  Simple  CJlcer  of  the  Stomach.  By  Dr. 
H.  Lebert,  formerly  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine  at  Zurich  and  at  Breslau  ;  trans- 
lated by  Charles  W.  Dulles,  M.  D.,  of 
Philadelphia.  Progressive  Pernicious  An- 
aemia. By  R.  P.  Howard,  M.  D.,  of  Mon- 
treal. Alcohol  in  its  Therapeutic  Relations 
as  a  Food  and  a  Medicine.  By  Ezra  M. 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  Metuchen,  N.  J. 

Section  2 — Biology. 

Section  3— Surgery. — Subcutaneous  Di- 
vision of  the  Neck  of  the  Thigh  Bone.  By 
Mr.  William  Adams,  President  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London. 

Subcutaneous  Division  of  the  Neck  op 
the  Thigh-Bone. — The  following  conclu- 
sions offered  by  Mr.  Wm.  Adams,  of  Lon- 
don, were  adopted  by  the  Section  : 

1.  That  bones  can  be  divided  subcutane- 
ously  like  tendons  ;  and  that  the  operation 
of  completely  dividing  the  neck  of  the 
thigh-bone    by    a    small   saw,    introduced 
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through  a  small  subcutaneous  puncture,  is 
a  well-established  surgical  operation,  at- 
tended with  very  little  risk. 

2.  That  the  long  bones  can  be  completely 
divided  by  the  same  method  in  any  part  of 
their  length,  with  very  little  risk. 

3.  That  in  a  large  proportion  of  these 
cases,  the  healing  of  the  wound  takes  place 
by  the  first  intention,  and  that  no  swelling, 
redness,  or  inflammation  follows.  These 
cases  of  subcutaneous  osteotomy  proceed 
as  favorably  as  subcutaneous  tenotomy. 

4.  In  some  cases  a  little  suppuration 
from  the  track  of  the  wound,  amounting 
only  to  a  few  drops  in  the  day,  does  occur 
for  a  week  or  more  after  the  operation. 

5.  That  in  a  very  few  cases  deep-seated 
suppuration  occurs,  but  in  only  one  of 
these,  so  far  as  at  present  known,  has  death 
resulted  from  pysBmia  out  of  twenty-three 
recorded  cases.  In  one  other  case  death 
was  accelerated  by  the  operation,  or  rather 
by  the  prolonged  suppuration  which  fol- 
lowed ;  the  patient  died  eight  months  after- 
ward from  albuminuria  and  phthisis. 

6.  That  the  permanent  result  of  the  ope- 
ration has  hitherto  generally  been  to  correct 
the  deformity  and  to  obtain  bony  anchylosis 
with  the  limb  in  the  straight  position  ;  but 
in  several  instances  free  motion  has  been 
obtained,  and  remained  only  for  a  few 
months,  when  it  has  been  gradually  lost. 
In  a  few  cases  free  motion  has  remained  for 
about  a  year,  and  we  hope  will  persist 
through  life,  but  time  and  further  experi- 
ence are  necessary  before  this  can  be  confi- 
dently stated  to  be  a  reliable  result  of  the 
operation. 

Penetrating  Wounds  of  the  Abdomen ; 
with  Suggestions  of  a  change  of  practice  in 
such  cases.  By  L.  A.  Dugas,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  Medical  College  of 
Georgia.  On  the  Propriety  of  Opening 
the  Sac  in  Strangulated  Hernia.  By  Fred- 
eric Hope,  M.  D.,  of  Cortland  Village, 
New  York. 

Section  4 — Dermatology  and  Syphil- 
OLOGY. — Measures  to  prevent  the  Propaga- 
tion of  Venereal  Diseases  in  Denmark.  By 
S.  Engelsted,  Physician-in-Chief  of  the 
Copenhagen  Hospital.  Prevention  of  Syph- 
ilis. By  Chas.  R.  Drysdale,  M.  D.,  Senior 
Physician  to  Metropolitan.  Free  Hospital, 
London . 


Section  5 — Obstetrics.— Uterine  Hem- 
orrhage. By  R.  H.  Trenholmne,  Professor 
of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  Bishop's  College,  Montreal. 
.Chronic  Inversion  of  the  Uterus.  By  Jas. 
P.  White,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Retroversion  of  the  Gravid  Uterus.  By  T. 
F.  Rochester,  M.  D.,  President  of  New 
York  State  Medical  Societ}^ 

Section  6 — Ophthalmology. — Report  of 
One  Hundred  Cases  of  Senile  Cataract. 
By  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  of  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

Section  7 — Otology. — Aural  Vertigo 
with  Variable  Hearing.  By  Charles  H. 
Burnett,  M.  D.,  Aural  Surgeon  to  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Section  8 — Sanitary  Science. — Metrical 
System  of  Weights  and  Measures.  By  E. 
R.  Squibb,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Metrical  System  of  Weights  ane  Meas- 
ures.— The  following  resolutions  offered  by 
Dr.  Squibb  were  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  following  conclusions 
or  inferences  presented  in  this  paper  be  re- 
garded as  the  expression  of  opinion  of  the 
Section,  and  be  recommended  to  the  Con- 
gress for  confirmation : 

1.  That  the  metric  system  of  metrology, 
though  by  no  means  faultless,  is  now  by  its 
almost  universal  acceptance  practically  in- 
evitable ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  means 
should  be  used  whereby  it  may  be  gradually 
adopted,  so  as  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible 
the  abrupt  shock  incident  to  its  sudden  and 
forcible  introduction  in  the  future. 

2.  That  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
professions  be  recommended  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  giving  the  equivalent  values 
of  the  old  and  new  systems  in  their  writ- 
ings as  an  easy  way  of  rendering  them 
familiar  in  use. 

3.  That  the  medical  profession  be  urged 
to  use  their  influence  in  having  the  metric 
system  introduced  into  the  leading  colleges 
and  schools. 

Medical  Missions.  By  J.  G.  Kerr,  M. 
D.,  of  China. 

Section  9 — Mental  Diseases. — Treat- 
ment of  Inebriates  in  Asylums.  By  Geo. 
Burr,  M.  D.,   of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

At  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  a  public  banquet  was 
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held  at  St.  George's  Hall,  southwest  corner 
of  Thirteenth  and  Arch  streets. 


Sixth  Day — Saturday,  Sept.  9. 

The  Congress  met  for  the  last  time,  at 
10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
The  attendance  was  unusually  small,  but 
the  preceedings  full  of  interest. 

Reports  from  the  different  sections  were 
read  and  referred  for  publication.  On  the 
paper  of  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  on  "Alcohol  in 
its  Therepeutic  Relations  as  a  Food  and  a 
Medicine,"  the  Section  on  Medicine  stated 
the  following  propositions,  and  referred 
them  to  the  Congress  : 

First — Alcohol  is  not  showai  to  have  a 
definite  food  value  by  any  of  the  usual 
methods  of  chemical  analysis  or  physiologi- 
cal investigation. 

Second — Its  use  as  a  medicine  is  chiefly 
that  of  a  cardiac  stimulant,  and  often  ad- 
mits of  substitution. 

Third — As  a  medicine  it  is  not  well  fitted 
for  self-prescription  by  the  laitj^,  and  the 
medical  profession  is  not  accountable  for 
such  administration,  or  for  the  enormous 
evils  resulting  therefrom. 

Fourth — The  purity  of  alcoholic  liquors 
is  in  general  not  as  well  assured  as  that  of 
articles  used  for  medicine  should  be. 

The  various  mixtures,  when  used  as  med- 
icine, should  have  definite  and  known  com- 
position, and  should  not  be  interchanged 
promiscuously. 

Professor  White  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  prefaced  b}^  appropriate  re- 
marks : 

Resolved^  That  the  officers  and  trustees 
of  the  Universit}^  of  Pennsylvania  are 
hereby  tendered  our  cordial  thanks  for  the 
very  liberal  use  of  their  excellent  buildings 
for  the  meetings  of  this  International  Medi- 
cal Congress. 

Resolved^  That  the  officers  and  trustees 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  are  hereby 
tendered  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Con- 
gress for  the  use  of  their  lecture  room  for 
the  most  interesting  lecture  of  Dr.  J.  J. 
Woodward,  U.  S.  A. 

Resolved^  That  the  Centennial  Medical 
Commission  of  Philadelphia  are  hereb}^ 
tendered  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Con- 
gress for  the  most  excellent  manner  in 
which  its   members    have    discharged    the 


arduous  duties  devolved  upon  them,  and  by 
which  our  pleasure  and  profit  have  been  so 
much  enhanced. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  and  other 
officers  of  the  International  Medical  Con- 
gress of  1876  are  hereb}^  tendered  the  cor- 
dial thanks  of  the  Congress  for  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the 
arduous  duties  devolved  upon  them,  and  by 
which  our  pleasure  and  profit  have  been  so 
much  enhanced. 

Resolved^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the 
International  Medical  Congress  are  espe- 
ciall}^  due  to  Drs.  Thompson,  Wilson,  and 
Strawbridge,  and  to  Messrs.  H.  C.  Lea  and 
J.  B.  Lippincott,  for  their  generous  hospi- 
tality. 

Dr.  Grant,  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  arose 
and  stated  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  medical  delegates, 
held  the  day  previous,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  unanimously : 

Resolved^  That  the  Canadian  members  of 
the  International  Medical  Congress  desire 
to  express  their  sense  of  the  great  consid- 
eration and  urbanit}'  with  which  they  have 
been  treated  by  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Centennial  Medical  Commission,  and 
beg,  b}^  this  resolution,  to  tender  their 
warm  thanks  for  the  same. 

Resolved^  That  the  Canadian  members  of 
the  International  Medical  Congress  most 
cordially  join  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Congress  in  thanking  the  members,  and 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  generous 
hospitalit}^  extended  to  its  members  through- 
out the  present  session. 

Dr.  Bowditch  offered  an  appendix  to 
these  resolutions  and  said  that  there  were 
seventy  foreign  representatives  here  from 
fifteen  foreign  countries,  out  of  a  total  of 
four  hundred  and  two. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  we,  a  brotherhood  of 
physicians  from  the  North,  South,  East  and 
West  of  this  country,  hereby  tender  to  our 
associates  from  other  lands  our  most  earn- 
est wishes  that  they  may  have  safe  and 
happy  returns  to  their  homes,  and  we  would 
suggest  the  ho[)e  that  the}^  will  carry  back 
man}^  pleasant  memories  of  this  fraternal 
meeting,  now  closing,  and  which  has  been, 
most  appropriately,  held  in  this  generous 
and  noble  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreed  to. 
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Dr.  SajTe,  of  New  York,  offered  the 
following : 

Resolved^  That  this  Congress  request  its 
President,  Professor  Gross,  to  sit  for  his 
portrait,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation be  instructed  to  have  the  same  en- 
graved and  printed  in  the  frontispiece  of 
the  volume  of  our  transactions. 

R.  Brudenell  Carter,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Eng- 
land, said  he  had  been  honored  by  the  re- 
quest that  he  would  second  the  resolution, 
which  needs  no  seconding,  and  which  he 
trusted  would  be  carried  enthusiastically  by 
the  Congress,  and  that  the  President  would 
agree  to  the  request.  He  had  been  asked 
to  second  the  resolution  as  a.  foreigner,  and 
although  he  had  little  disposition  to  accept 
the  title,  he  wished  merely  to  second  it  as 
an  Englishman.      [Applause.] 

Dr.  Gross  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
w^ould  not  prevail.  His  photographs  were 
at  the  service  of  the  Congress,  and  it  would 
cost  but  little  to  insert  them  in  the  book  if 
any  one  thought  it  worth  while,  but  that  an 
engraving  would  be  very  costl3^ 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously 
concurred  in. 

Professor  Charles  J.  Hare,  of  England, 
read  the  following  expression  of  congratu- 
lation from  the  delegates  of  Great  Britain  : 

"  The  delegates  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
International  Medical  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia beg  to  congratulate  the  President  and 
the  several  committees  on  the  complete 
success  of  the  Congress,  on  the  high-value 
of  the  various  addresses  presented  to  it, 
and  on  the  forward  impulse  which  it  has 
given  to  the  progress  of  medicine  in  the 
widest  sense  of  that  word.  They  desire  at 
the  same  time  to  express  in  the  strongest 
and  warmest  terms  their  sense  of  and  their 
thanks  for  the  unmeasured  kindness  and 
courtesy  and  the  unbounded  hospitality 
with  which  the}-  have  been  received  on  this 
Centennial  occasion,  and  to  add  that  they 
will  carry  back  with  them  a  most  grateful 
recollection  of  that  warm  right  hand  of 
fellowship  which  has  been  so  warmly  ex- 
tended to  them  by  their  brethren  of  the 
United  States." 

This  paper  was  signed  by  Chas.  J.  Hare, 

M.  D.,  Cantab.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  late  Professor 


of  Clinical  Medicine  in  University  College, 
and  Physician  to  University  College  Hos- 
pital;  R.  Brudenell  Carter,  F.  R.  C.  S., 
England,  Hunterian  Professor  of  Surgery 
to  the  Roj^al  College  of  Surgeons  of  Eng- 
lank  ;  William  Adams,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Medical  Society  of  London. 

Professor  Gross  arose,  and  as  President 
said  there  were  no  resolutions  to  act  upon 
in  this  instance,  but  the  remarks  were  re- 
ceived with  grateful  consideration. 

The  resolutions  offered  above  were  sec- 
onded by  various  delegates,  in  appropriate 
speeches,  and  adopted  unanimous^. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Dr.  Davis,  of 
Chicago,  on  Medical  Colleges. 

DR.   gross'  farewell  ADDRESS. 

Dr.  Gross  then  said  : 

Gentlemen  : — Before  I  put  the  question 
of  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Congress,  I 
beg  leave  to  say  a  few  parting  words. 
First  and  foremost,  I  must  be  permitted 
again  to  thank  you  for  the  great  honor  you 
have  done  me  in  electing  me  as  your  pre- 
siding officer.  It  is  the  last  honor  I  can 
reasonably  expect  from  my  professional 
brethren,  who  have  always  been  so  kind  to 
me  in  the  bestowal  of  their  favors  and  of 
their  good  opinion.  For  these  courtesies  I 
shall  never  cease  to  be  grateful,  for  they 
have  served  to  cheer  me  in  my  labors,  and 
have  been  as  a  balm  to  my  soul. 

The  Centennial  Medical  Congress  is 
about  to  pass  into  history  as  a  thing 
of  the  past,  and,  although  its  exercises 
are  but  now  at  an  end,  its  work  will 
live  and  form  an  interesting  era  in  our 
profession,  as  marking  the  reunion  of  a 
great  body  of  men  in  the  Centennial  year 
of  American  Independence.  We  have  lis- 
tened to  a  number  of  valuable  and  instruc- 
tive discourses,  illustrative  of  the  progress 
of  American  medicine  and  surgery ;  have 
been  engaged  in  profitable  debates  effecting 
some  of  the  most  vital  interests  of  society  ; 
have  performed  a  large  amount  of  earnest 
work  in  the  sections  ;  have  met  at  the  fes- 
tive board  ;  have  clasped  hands  ;  and  have 
formed  warm,  and,  as  I  trust,  lasting  friend- 
ships, all  without  any  discord,  one  unkind 
expression,  or  even  one  word  of  misunder- 
standing. Altogether  we  have  every  reason 
for  self-congratulation .  When  another  cen- 
tennial century  shall  have  passed  away,  the 
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men  who  shall  then  be  upon  the  stage  will 
not  fail  to  commemorate  our  meeting,  and 
to  bless  us  for  what  has  been  done  this 
week  in  the  interests  of  humanit}^  and  of 
medical  science.  In  dissolving  this  meet- 
ing, as  I  now  do,  permit  me  to  invoke  upon 
our  labors  the  choicest  blessings  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  to  wish  each  and  all  of 
you  a  safe  return  to  your  homes  and  a  hap- 
py reunion  with  your  families  and  friends. 
May  we  not  hope  that  yon  may  long,  if  not 
forever,  retain  pleasant  memories  of  our 
meetings  in  the  chapel,  and  that  in  your 
leisure  moments  your  minds  mn,j  occasion- 
ally resort  to  those  of  us  from  whom  you 
are  about  to  separate. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

[Note. — We  would  express  our  indebt- 
edness to  the  columns  of  the  Medical  News 
and  Library  for  the  abstracts  of  proposi- 
tions adopted  by  the  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  subjects  discussed.] 


(i>t\xM\^  m^  ^HixuU. 


Lister's  Antiseptic  Method  in  Ovari- 
otomy.— Dr.  J.Marion  Sims,  of  New  York, 
contributes  to  the  Medical  Record,  a  case 
of  the  application  of  the  antiseptic  method 
to  this  operation  ;  the  first,  it  is  believed, 
on  record. 

The  patient,  forty-seven  years  of  age, 
noticed  a  tumor  the  size  of  an  orange,  in 
the  right  iliac  region,  last  April.  This  was 
pronounced  to  be  an  ovarian  tumor.  Dr. 
Thomas,  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  Atlee,  of 
Philadelphia,  were  consulted,  and  agreed 
in  the  diagnosis  previoubly  made  by  her 
family  physician,  but  both  declined  to  ope- 
rate while  the  tumor  occasioned  so  little 
trouble.  Dr.  Sims  was  consulted  Septem- 
ber 20th,  and  also  declined  to  operate,  not- 
withstanding the  entreaties  of  the  patient. 
Vomiting,  emaciation  and  debility,  with  a 
slight  attack  of  peritonitis,  made  their  ap- 
pearance early  in  November,  hence  Dr. 
Sims  concluded  to  defer  the  operation  no 
longer.  This  was  done  on  November  23d 
last.  Dr.  Sass  directed  the  spray,  from  his 
new  apparatus,  which  covered  the  seat  of 
the  operation  with  a  delicate  carbolic  mist. 
The  hands,  sponges  and  instruments  were 
all  dipped  in  carbolic  water.  The  opera- 
tion and  dressing  lasted  forty  minutes,  the 
spray  being  kept  up  all  the  time.     It  (the 


spray)  could  have  been  continued  two 
hours,  if  necessary.  There  were  no  adhe- 
sions. The  peritoneal  cavity  contained  six 
or  eight  ounces  of  a  reddish  serum.  The 
peritoneal  membrane  was  everywhere  deeply 
congested.  This  fact  explains  the  presence 
of  reddish  serum,  and  the  previous  attack 
of  peritonitis. 

The  pedicle  was  very  short,  and  at  least 
three  inches  broad.  It  was  tied  in  three 
sections  with  strong  twine,  and  drawn  out 
and  fixed  in  the  lower  angle  of  the  woundy 
clamp-fashion. 

The  external  incision  was  closed  by  su- 
tures, and  a  carbolized  dressing  applied. 

The  pulse  never  rose  above  90,  nor  the 
temperature  over  101°. 

Convalescence  was  fully  assured  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  the  patient  is  now  quite 
well.  The  tumor  was  polj'^cistic,  on  right 
side,  and  weighed  fifteen  pounds. 

Dr.  Sims  thinks  that  Lister's  antiseptic 
method  will  prove  as  valuable  in  ovariotomy 
as  it  has  in  general  surgery. 

He  bears  testimony  to  the  great  value  of 
Dr.  Sass'  spray  apparatus,  and  thinks  he 
has  rendered  the  profession  a  great  service 
by  bringing  it  forward  at  this  time. 

Puerperal  Scarlatina. — A  form  of  dis- 
ease, characterized  by  the  occurrence  of  an 
eruption  in  every  respect  like  that  of  ordi- 
nary scarlatina  accompanied  by  sudamina, 
appearing  from  the  second  to  the  fifth  or 
ninth  da}^  after  delivery,  has  occasioned 
much  discussion.  Some  authorities  holding 
the  opinion  that  it  is  merely  a  manifestation 
of  puerperal  fever  or  of  septic  absorption, 
others  that  it  is  scarlatina,  pure  and  simple. 
The  facts  that  the  throat  affection  is  usually 
slight  and  that  the  eruption  appears  over 
the  entire  surface  of  the  bod}^  almost  at  the 
same  time  have  served  to  contradict  the 
theory  that  the  afiection  was  the  ordinary 
disease.  That  exposure  to  a  source  of  in- 
fection could  not  be  proven  in  many  cases 
seems  to  be  evidence  having  the  same  bear- 
ing. Prof.  Olshausen,  of  Halle  (Archiv 
fur  Gynahologie,  Band  ix,  Heft  2) ,  contends 
that  it  is  ordinaiy  scarlatina.  The  Ob- 
stetrical Journal  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, for  August  and  September,  contains 
a  full  translation  of  the  article  mentioned. 
He  concludes  that  the  period  of  incubation 
maj^  be  prolonged  in  the  pregnant  w^oman 
for  weeks  or  even  months.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  pregnant  woman  is  very  rarely  at- 
tacked  by  scarlatina,  while  the  puerperal 
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state  makes  her  extremely  susceptible  to 
infection.  He  refers  to  the  fact  that  the 
poison  which  produces  malarial  fevers  may 
lie  dormant  in  the  system  for  at  least  a  j^ear, 
and  thinks  there  is  evidence  that  that  of 
typhus  and  tj'phoid  fever  may  produce  their 
characteristic  effects  after  unusually  long 
periods.  He  recognizes  the  greater  danger 
of  a  fatal  termination  in  cases  of  puerperal 
scarlatina  over  the  ordinary  form,  and  that 
purgatives  are  contraindicated,  diarrhoea  of 
an  obstinate  and  even  fatal  character  hav- 
ing followed  their  use. 

Latent  Gonorrhoea,  Especially  with 
Regard  to  its  Influence  on  Fertility 
IN  Women. — Dr.  E.  Noeggerath,  of  New 
York,  read  a  paper  before  the  American 
Gynaecological  Society  at  its  recent  meeting 
in  New  York.  In  this  paper  it  was  main- 
tained that  gonorrhoea,  when  once  contract- 
ed, persisted  for  life  in  certain  portions  of 
the  male  genital  organs,  notwithstanding 
its  apparent  cure.  It  was  believed  that 
that  fact  explained,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
why  uterine  disease  was  so  prevalent  in  our 
large  cities  ;  why  blooming  girls  faded  so 
soon  after  marriage  ;  why  treatment  of  cer- 
tain cases  of  uterine  disease  so  often  failed  ; 
and  also  why  sterility  was  so  prevalent. 
The  germs  of  the  disease  remained  con- 
cealed, and  where  the  proper  conditions 
were  presented,  it  burst  forth  in  all  its  viru- 
lence, and  was  followed  by  the  disastrous 
consequences  to  which  allusions  had  been 
made. 

Dr.  Noeggerath's  paper  was  criticised 
sharply  by  Drs.  Engelmann,  of  St.  Louis  ; 
Chadwick,  of  Boston;  Trenholme,  of  Mon- 
treal ;  and  Johnson,  of  Washington. 

Dr.  Engelmann,  however,  remarked  that 
he  had  noticed,  at  post-mortem^  evidences 
of  salpingitis  in  numerous  cases  which  to 
him  had  heretofore  been  unexplained,  nor 
had  he  attributed  much  value  to  them,  but 
which,  perhaps,  could  be  explained  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  theory  set  forth  in  Dr. 
N.'s  paper.  That  condition  had  been  seen 
especially  in  those  cases  in  which  gonor- 
rohoea  had  been  present  at  some  previous 
time. — American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  Oc- 
tober, 1876. 

Detection  of  Lead  and  Iron  Bullets 
IN  Gun-shot  Wounds. — Dr.  J.  R.  Uhler 
lately  brought  before  the  attention  of  the 
Maryland  Academy  of  Sciences  a  method 
for  the  more  certain  detection  of  leaden 
and  iron  bullets  when  imbedded  in  the  tis- 


sues, as  in  gun-shot  and  shell  injuries  espe- 
cially, when  they  have  an  obscure  or  curved 
course,  and  can  not  be  readily  felt  by  the 
probe.  The  plan  and  its  application  are 
extremely  simple.  The  wound  is  thor- 
oughly cleansed  with  pure  water  by  means 
of  a  syringe,  after  which  a  solution  of  nitric 
acid  (5  to  15  drops  to  a  drachm  of  distilled 
water)  is  injected  into  the  wound,  and 
allowed  to  remain  a  sufficient  time  to  come 
in  contact  with  and  dissolve  a  portion  of 
the  ball.  The  injected  fluid  is  then  with- 
drawn ,  either  by  syringe  or  by  changing  the 
position  of  the  patient,  so  as  to  let  it  run 
out  into  two  lots.  Cne  of  them  is  to  be 
tested  with  iodide  of  potassium,  when,  if 
lead  be  present,  the  well-known  color  will 
be  obtained.  To  the  other  a  solution  of 
sulpho-cyanide  of  potassium  is  added ^ 
which  will  turn  red  if  iron  be  present,  or 
ferro-cyanide  of  potassium  to  give  a  blue. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  procedure  is  less  irri- 
tating to  the  patient  than  probing. — Cana-- 
dian  Jour,  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 

Ainhum. — The  following  is  condensed 
from  L' Union  Med.  of  Aug.  26,  '76.  A 
negro,  age  forty,  had  a  small  furrow  form 
on  the  inferior  and  external  surface  of  the 
little  toe  of  the  right  foot.  This  became 
deeper,  surrounded  the  toe,  the  extremity 
of  which  enlarged.  This  process  continued 
until  the  toe  was  attached  only  by  a  slender 
cord,  which  was  easily  cut  with  the  scissors, 
when  a  cure  resulted. 

"Ainhum"  was  first  described  in  1867, 
by  Silva  Lima.  It  occurred  exclusively 
among  negro  field  laborers  and  always  upon 
the  little  toe. 

The  disease  is  chronic — lasts  from  two 
to  ten  years — etiology  obscure.  In  Brazil, 
men  only  are  affected,  but  in  Africa  women 
are  not  exempt.  The  wearing  of  shoes 
affords  no  exemption.  The  general  health 
remains  unaffected. 

Moncereo,  who  treated  the  patient  above 
referred  to,  concludes  that  "ainhum"  is  a 
special  disease,  belonging  to  the  degenera- 
tions described  by  Cullerrier  as  "  atrophies 
by  rarefaction."  In  this  the  compact  bony 
tissue  becomes  spongy  and  areolar,  and  is 
finally  replaced  by  mere  connective  tissue 
and  fsit.— Chicago  Med.  Jour,  and  Exam- 
iner, Nov.  '76. 

Maternal  Impressions. — Dr.  Thomas 
Waddel  {Detroit  Review,  Nov.  1876)  pre- 
sents an  exhaustive  report  upon  this  sub- 
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ject.  His  method  of  conducting  the  exam- 
ination of  the  subject  appears  to  have  been 
trul3'  scientific,  and  his  concUisions  are, 
hence,  logical  and,  we  believe,  trustworthy. 

He  first  examines  the  anatomical  and 
physiological  relations  of  the  mother  to  tlie 
embr^'o. 

Second,  he  considers  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances which  seem  to  show  that  the 
mother's  mind  has  such  power  over  the  foe- 
tus in  utero  as  to  change  its  conformation 
or  cause  deformit}-. 

Third,  he  examines  such  evidence  in  the 
light  of  modern  embryonic  physiology  and 
pathological  anatom3^ 

In  the  first  portion  of  the  report  the 
latest  and  best  authorities  upon  the  devel- 
opment of  the  ovum  and  its  connections 
with  the  maternal  structures  are  cited,  such 
as  Engelmann,  Ercolani,  Whittaker  and 
Meadows.  These  eflfectually  disprove  the 
existence  of  any  direct  nervous  or  vascular 
communication  between  the  two  organiza- 
tions after  the  moment  of  conception. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  report  he 
cites  some  remarkable  cases  from  Ham- 
mond, Carnochan  and  others  as  well  as  the 
opinions  of  Dalton,  Seguin,  Tuke  and 
many  of  the  ancients  which  support  the 
theor}^  that  maternal  impressions  are  capa- 
ble of  producing  deformity  in  the  foetus  in 
utero.  Also  the  theories  of  the  modus 
operandi  of  such  impressions. 

Then  follows  a  consideration  of  all  forms 
of  arrest  of  development,  excess  of  the 
formative  processes,  transmission  of  hered- 
itary peculiarities  of  conformation  and 
amputations  in  utero. 

In  conclusion  he  sa3^s  :  ' '  But  it  is  to 
comparative  embryology  that  we  must  look 
for  the  most  conclusive  evidence,  for  it  is 
now  settled  by  indisputable  proofs  that 
every  known  form  of  monstrosity  found  in 
the  human  race  has  its  analogue  and  even 
occurs  more  frequently  in  the  lower  ani- 
mals, birds,  fishes  and  reptiles.  Now,  if 
we  ascribe  such  abnormalities  in  the  lower 
animals  to  impressions  made  on  the  brain 
of  the  mother,  the  argument  here  ceases. 
For  we  know  it  matters  little  whether  the 
hen  hatches  her  own  eggs,  or  a  duck,  goose, 
dog,  cat,  or  even  artificial  heat,  perform 
the  same  office.  Chickens  will  always  be 
the  result. 

Again,  in  the  case  of  the  eggs  of  fish, 
embryonic  development  goes  on  without 
any  reference  to  the  female  which  deposited 
them,   provided   the   required  heat,    light, 


etc.,  be  acting.  And  in  both  the  eggs  of 
fish  and  fowl  thus  incubated  are  developed 
all  of  the  known  types  of  monstrous  forma- 
tion occurring  in  man. 

If  such  deviations  from  the  normal  state 
obtain  in  fish  and  fowl  under  circumstances 
precluding  maternal  influences,  how  is  it 
possible  to  ascribe  them  to  such  influences 
when  occurring  in  the  human  race?" 

Masculine  Metamorphosis. — Dr.  James 
D.  Maxwell,  of  Bloomington,  Indiana, 
communicates  to  the  American  Practi- 
tioner^ Nov.  1876,  a  most  remarkable  case. 
The  patient,  a  young  lady,  music  teacher, 
was  thoroughly  drenched  in  a  rain-storm, 
in  March,  1871.  This  occurred  during  the 
catamenial  period,  with  the  result  of  sup- 
pressing the  flow^  and  a  severe  "cold." 
Irregular  and  painful  menstruation  followed 
for  the  next  twelve  months,  when  amen- 
orrhoea  supervened.  About  this  time  she 
complained  greatl}^  of  pain  in  the  iliac  and 
lumbar  regions,  supposed  to  be  caused  by 
uterine  disease,  for  which  she  was  treated. 
She  occasionally  had  chilly  sensations  and 
febrile  movement,  supposed  to  be  of  mala- 
rial origin,  for  which  she  was  treated. 

In  May,  1872,  a  marked  change  in  her 
appearance  was  manifested.  The  delicate 
features  of  ths  female  began  to  assume  a 
masculine  appearance  ;  the  voice  changed, 
the  throat  and  neck  enlarged,  the  mammae 
shrank  away  and  became  like  those  of  a 
flesh}^  man,  with  the  heav}^  circle  of  dark 
hair  around  the  nipples  ;  the  beard  grew 
luxuriently,  dark  and  gioss}^,  all  over  the 
face,  unless,  through  shame,  as  was  fre- 
quently the  case,  it  was  removed  with  some 
depilatory  ointment  or  closely  cropped  with 
scissors.  The  hair  was  thickly  set  also 
upon  the  sternum,  extending  down  the  recti 
muscles  of  the  abdomen  and  on  the  legs,  as 
in  the  male.  With  all  this  there  was  con- 
stantl}^  increasing  obesity  of  the  whole 
bod3^  and  a  corresponding  helplessness  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  patient  was  confined 
to  an  easy  chair,  made  especiall}^  for  her 
comfort.  From  being  a  delicate  girl  of 
slender  form,  weighing  in  health  about  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  in  April,  1873, 
she  must  have  weighed  two  hundred  and 
fifty  or  three  hundred  pounds.  The  case 
was  as  hopeless  as  obscure,  and  upon  her 
death,  two  or  three  months  after  the  date  last 
mentioned,  a  partial  autopsy  was  permitted. 

An  enormous  accumulation  of  fat  in  the 
abdominal  walls  and  omentum  was   found. 
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The  uterus  was  found  entirely  normal,  with 
the  exception  of  an  eschar  upon  the  os,  the 
result  of  former  treatment  for  ulceration. 
The  ovaries  were  very  much  atrophied,  not 
over  one-third  the  natural  size,  dusky  in 
hue  externally,  almost  cartilaginous  to  the 
touch,  and  of  an  ashy,  striated  appearance 
when  laid  open  with  the  knife.  The  exam- 
ination was  carried  no  further. 

Treatment  had  been  pursued  first  for 
dysmenorrhoea,  then  for  amenorrhoea,  and 
finally  for  ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri,  of 
course  without  result. 

Preventive  Treatment  of  Gonorrhcea 
(Homceopathic)  .—We  find  the  following  in 
the  U.  jS.  Medical  Investigator  (homoeo- 
pathic) for  Dec.  1,  1876,  from  Dr.  P.  W. 
Poulson,  of  San  Francisco.  With  the  view 
of  more  troubled  hearts  (  ?)  being  ' '  got  at 
rest,"  we  copy  the  article  entire : 

"  During  my  residence  in  San  Francisco, 
I  have  frequently  treated  patients  at  the 
early  stage  of  gonorrhoea,  when  the  irrita- 
tion in  the  fossa  navicularis  urethra  com- 
menced, and  a  thin,  watery,  or  even  milky 
discharge  made  its  appearance,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  inflammatory  state.  In  all 
those  cases  of  the  first  nervous  or  irritative 
state  of  gonorrhoea,  a  cure  was  performed 
in  many  cases  by  the  following  simple 
method : 

Nux  vom.  tinct.,  gtt.  xx. 

Aqua  distil,  simple,  drachms  ii,  used  as 
an  injection  into  the  urethra  once  or  twice 
a  day,  and  the  mere.  sol.  cor.  30,  six  to 
eight  globules,  was  given  internally,  once 
or  twice  a  da3^ 

After  each  injection,  the  orif-urethra 
must  be  pressed  together  a  few  moments, 
that  the  fluid  does  not  instantly  escape. 
By  this  method  I  have  often  got  a  troubled 
heart  at  rest.  In  some  cases  I  used  the 
can.  sat.  30,  with  the  same  result.  In 
other  cases  I  prescribed  the  injection  alone, 
and  gave  no  internal  treatment,  and  could 
see  no  difference  in  regard  to  the  cure,  and 
concluded  that  the  great  preventive  is  the 
injection  of  nux  vomica  1.  The  local  irri- 
tation of  the  nervous  coat  of  the  fossa, 
navicularis  urethra,  the  seat  for  the  infec- 
tion, becomes  pacified,  and  the  process  for 
further  development  is  dispersed." 

We  had,  heretofore,  ignorantly  supposed 
that  the  heart  was  not  the  organ  troubled  in 
gonorrhoea  ! 

Nitro-Glycerine  in  Epilepsy. — Dr.  A. 
McLane  Hamilton,  in  an  excellent  article 


upon  the  therapeutics  of  epilepsy,  {Chicago 
Med.  Jour,  and  Examiner) ,  states  that  he 
has  found  tri-nitro-glycerine  as  powerful  a 
medicinal  agent  as  it  is  an  explosive.  The 
tenth  part  of  a  drop  touched  to  the  tongue 
is  sufficient  in  a  space  of  time  which  is 
almost  inappreciable  to  produce  a  rapid 
cerebral  hypersemia.  The  face  is  flushed, 
the  eyes  become  bright,  and  the  temporal 
vessels  throb,  while  at  the  same  time  there 
are  the  marked  sensations  of  fullness.  It 
produces  more  lasting  congestions  than 
does  amyl  nitrite,  is  much  safer,  and  he  has 
found  it  to  act  much  better  as  an  abortant 
of  the  epileptic  seizure  than  the  latter. 
Any  good  pharmacist  can  prepare  a  solu- 
tion containing  one  drop  to  ten  of  alcohol. 
This  can  be  further  diluted  so  that  ten 
drops  of  alcohol  shall  contain  one-tenth  of 
a  drop  of  the  nitro-glycerine.  It  may  be 
kept  safely  in  this  way,  for  alcohol  prevents 
its  explosion.  A  dose  of  a  tenth  of  a  drop 
is  sufficient  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

PiLOCARPiN. — A  substance  has  been  sep- 
arated from  the  leaves  of  jaborandi  {pilo- 
carpus pinnatus)  that  seems  to  possess  all 
their  virtues  ;  it  has  been  Cd^Med  pilocarpin. 
It  has  a  semi-fluid  consistence,  has  a  yel- 
lowish color,  an  agreeable  odor,  is  free  from 
acidity,  and  is  spoken  of  as  an  alkaloid. 
In  doses  of  one-twelfth  to  one-fourth  of  a 
grain,  it  is  equal  to  an  infusion  containing 
the  strength  of  from  five  to  ten  grains  of 
the  leaves.  It  has  but  little  eflect  on  the 
heart's  action,  or  on  the  temperature  of  the 
body,  nor  does  it  act  as  a  narcotic  on  the 
brain.  Jaborandi  is  in  truth  a  harmless 
but  highly  potent  medicine,  and  its  efficacy 
is  in  its  action  as  a  sialagogue  and  diapho- 
retic.— Druggisfs  Circular. 

Hygienic  Candles. — Candles  prepared 
with  various  disinfecting  substances  have 
been  manufactured  in  France,  and  are  found 
very  useful  in  disinfecting  the  air  of  sick 
chambers  and  rooms  where  there  is  defec- 
tive ventilation.  Carbolic  acid,  chloralum,  ^ 
creasote,  potassa  permang.,  and  other  sub- 
stances are  used  for  the  purpose  with  very 
good  effect. — Canada  Lancet. 

An  Iron  Calculus. — A  man  in  Paris 
recently  passed  a  urethral  calculus  the  size 
of  a  hazel-nut.  Its  passage  was  attended 
by  severe  nephritic  colic.  M.  Cazeneuve 
found,  on  examination,  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  almost  pure  peroxide  of  iron. — 
JSf.  Y.  Med.  Record. 
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EXCLUSION  OF  MEDICAL  STUD- 
ENTS FROM  THE   WARDS  OF 
THE    CITY   HOSPITAL. 


In  our  last  number  we  referred  to  the 
extraordinary  order  of  the  Board  of  Health 
excluding  students  from  the  wards  of  the 
City  Hospital.  It  is  a  fact  recognized  in 
every  city  of  any  importance  except  St. 
Louis,  that  the  indigent  sick,  for  whose 
shelter  and  treatment  municipal  hospitals 
are  erected,  by  making  use  of  these  institu- 
tions, place  themselves  at  the  disposal  of 
the  medical  staff,  so  far  as  their  physical 
condition  permits,  for  purposes  of  scientific 
investigation  of  their  diseases  and  for  the 
instruction  of  students.  This,  no  doubt, 
appears  to  be  a  hardship  to  the  laity,  espe- 
cially to  the  unscientific  portion  thereof; 
but,  we  think,  if  any  one  considers  the  risk 
to  life  and  limb  he  would  incur  from  the 
maladroit  efforts  of  the  clinically  unin- 
structed  practitioner  he  will  see  the  neces- 
sity which  exists  for  the  fullest  opportunity 
being  afforded  the  medical •  student  for 
studying  physical  diagnosis  and  his  famil- 
iarizing himself  most  thoroughly  with  the 
varying  symptoms  and  appearances  of  dis- 
ease. 

This  intimate  acquaintanceship  with  mor- 
bid  affections   is   impossible   with  the  so- 


called  clinical  lectures,  in  which  the  patient 
is  merel}'  exhibited,  upon  the  table  or  in 
the  arena  of  the  ampitheatre,  to  a  class  of 
several  hundred  ;  he  must  be  seen  as  he  lies 
in  bed,  he  must  be  touched,  his  temperature 
and  pulse  ascertained,  each  student  for 
himself;  this  is  clinical  teaching.  Percus- 
sion and  auscultation  may  be  read  of  in 
books  as  well  as  described  in  the  lecture 
room,  but  in  order  to  know  anything  about 
them  the  student  must  practice  them  upon 
the  living  subject,  not  once,  but  often.  So 
much  for  the  absolute  necessity  of  clinical, 
bed-side^  teaching.  The  pauper  sick  who  can 
give  no  other  return  for  the  care  and  money 
lavished  upon  them,  should,  in  St.  Louis,  as 
in  every  country  in  which  medicine  is  taught, 
be  made  to  contribute  their  share  toward 
the  advancement  of  those  who  must  in 
future  devote  a  great  share  of  their  time 
and  strength  to  the  alleviation  of  the 
sufferings  of  those  who  cannot  remunerate 
them. 

However,  if  the  Board  of  Health,  in  its 
wisdom,  chooses  to  make  such  a  rule,  let  it 
be  enforced  without  fear  or  favor.  The 
medical  gentlemen  who  are  members,  doubt- 
less, were  actuated  by  the  highest  and  most 
philanthropic  motives,  which  were,  to  them, 
altogether  suflficient.  But  we  are  credibly 
informed  that  the  rule  is  enforced  relative 
to  the  teachers  and  students  of  one  college, 
while  it  is  conveniently  ignored  when  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  another  school 
are  concerned. 

Perhaps  the  members  of  the  Honorable 
Board,  as  well  as  the  Resident  Phj^sician  of 
the  City  Hospital,  are  3^et  in  ignorance  re- 
garding this  matter.  Of  course,  public 
oflflcials,  paid  out  of  the  people's  money, 
would  never  countenance  such  unfairness. 

Now,  we  call  upon  the  Board  of  Health, 
publicly,  to  investigate  this  matter,  and  set 
themselves  right  before  the  profession  and 
the  public  at  large.  , 

We  have  no  private  grievance  to  com- 
plain of;  it  matters  not  to  us  whether  all 
are  excluded  or  admitted,  but  our  sense  of 
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justice  and  the  good  old  Anglo-Saxon  prin- 
ciple of  "  fair-pla}^"  refuse  to  permit  us  to 
remain  silent. 


♦  »♦ 


COLLEGE  ETHICS. 


There  are  certain  practices  of  the  gentle- 
men connected  with  medical  colleges  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  which  call  for 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  inde- 
pendent medical  press.  We  do  not  par- 
ticularly refer  to  the  St.  Louis  schools,  for 
we  think  their  record  is  moderately  good  in 
this  regard.  The  particular  abuse  to  which 
we  would  call  attention  is  that  of  inserting 
college  announcements,  with  the  names  and 
chairs  of  the  professors,  in  the  secular  press. 

We  find  some  remarks  bearing  upon  this 
point  in  the  editorial  columns  of  The  Medi- 
cal Record  of  a  recent  date,  which  are  so 
pertinent  to  the  subject  that  we  offer  no 
apology  for  citing  them  here  : 

' '  Until  it  is  definitely  settled  that  the 
professors  of  medical  colleges  have  greater 
privileges  of  violating  the  Code  than  are 
accorded  to  ordinary  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, we  shall  protest  against  the  shame- 
ful S5'stem  of  medical  advertising  which 
shields  itself  behind  college  announcements 
in  the  secular  papers.  Why  any  body  of 
men,  because  the}^  may  constitute  them- 
selves a  faculty  of  a  medical  college,  have 
a  right  to  parade  their  professorships,  os- 
tensibly for  the  good  of  the  institution,  but 
in  reality  for  the  good  of  themselves,  we 
can  never  quite  understand." 

'^  We  are  well  aware  that  any  charge  of 
using  unfair  means  to  advance  the  school, 
and  through  the  school  to  advance  them- 
selves, will  be  met  by  the  interested  parties 
with  innocent  astonishment ;  but  this  will 
hardly  receive  its  wished-for  interpretation 
by  the  profession  at  large. 

There  is  in  reality  no  middle  ground  to 
take  in  this  matter.  Either  the  Code  has 
to  be  altered  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the 
college,  or  the  college  made  to  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Code.     The  delib- 


eration which  has  apparently  dictated  the 
policy  of  the  school  (that  of  Albany)  in 
the  advertising  affair,  only  adds  to  the 
gravity  of  the  offense,  and  the  sooner  the 
facult}^  is  subjected  to  discipline  the  better. 
It  matters  not  who  the  members  of  the  said 
faculty  may  be  ;  the  higher  their  position 
the  more  effectual  will  be  the  example  which 
may  be  made  of  them." 

We  are  in  perfect  agreement  with  our 
contemporary  in  this  matter,  and  trust  that 
the  next  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  will  find  the  Judicial  Council 
of  that  body  devoting  its  attention  to  recti- 
fying its  past  mistakes  and  subjecting  the 
organized  violaters  of  its  Code  of  Ethics  to 
reprimand,  and,  if  necessary,  punishment 
by  expulsion. 

The  impecunious  medical  fledgling  who 
lends  his  diploma  and  professional  title  to 
help  advertise  some  obscure  drug-store,  or 
he  who  parades  his  name  and  fame  by 
means  of  ' '  display  head-lines  "  in  the  daily 
papers,  is  not  nearl}^  so  deserving  of  the 
censure  of  all  honorable  practitioners,  as 
the  assumed  guide  to  the  student  who  takes 
the  same  mode  of  blazoning  his  fame  to  the 
world  under  cover  of  a  college  announce- 
ment. 


-♦-♦-♦- 


Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College. 
— This  celebrated  school  was  among  the 
first  in  this  country  to  recognize  the  para- 
mount importance  of  clinical  teaching  and 
to  establish  itself  in  immediate  relation 
with  clinical  material.  Its  corps  of  teach- 
ers has  never  been  excelled,  comprising, 
during  the  short  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  its  inception,  such  names  as  Austin 
Flint,  Sr.,  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  Lewis  A. 
Sayre,  William  A.  Hammond,  Stephen 
Smith,  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  Isaac  E.  Taylor, 
George  T.  Elliott,  R.  Ogden  Doremus, 
Henry  D.  Noyes,  John  P.  Gray,  E.  L. 
Keyes,  Edward  G.  Janeway  and  Austin 
Flint,  Jr. 

All  these  men  ha\e  been  justly  celebrated 
in  their  special  fields  of  study,  and  each 


208 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


has  written  more  or  less  and  thus  helped  to 
advance  the  science  of  medicine. 

Although  its  first  session  was  opened  so 
recent!}'  as  1862,  it  has  already  graduated 
1,908.  Its  success  is  without  parallel  in 
the  history  of  American  medical  colleges. 


» ♦  ♦ 


The  Archives  of  Clinical  Surgery  con- 
tinues to  maintain  the  high  standard  of  ex- 
cellence which  its  first  number  promised. 
Among  its  associate  editors  we  note  the 
name  of  Prof.  A.  P.  Lankford,  of  this  city. 
A  happy  selection. 

♦-♦-♦ 

Pure  animal  vaccine,  of  the  genuine 
Beaugency  stock,  is  always  to  be  had  at 
this  office.  Dr.  E.  L.  Griffin,  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wis.,  President  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Board  of  Health,  propagates  it,  and 
vouches  for  its  purity. 

♦-♦-♦ 

Our  October  number,  containing  Prof. 
Hammond's  article  upon  Picrotoxin,  has 
been  almost  entirely  exhausted.  We  can 
furnish  copies  only  to  complete  files  of  the 
present  volume. 

§00lt  §^0tw^^  Mi  %tmm, 

A  Treatise  on  the  Theory  and  Practice 
OF  Medicine,  By  John  Syer  Bristowe, 
M.  D.,  London,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician 
to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  Joint  Lecturer 
at  the  School,  and  Examiner  in  Medicine 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  Edited,  with  notes,  by  James 
H.  Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  At- 
tending Physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital ;  Physician  to  the  Children's 
Hospital,  Philadelphia,  etc.  8vo.  pp. 
1089.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea, 
1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 
Cloth,  $5  50;  leather,  $6  hO. 

We  have  examined  the  volume  before  us 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  At  first  we 
were  at  a  loss  for  a  reason  for  the  work 
being  written,  and  are  not  yet  altogether 
certain  that  any  good  reason  for  its  appear- 
ance has  been  advanced  by  either  author  or 
editor.     That   feature  of  the  work   which 


has  raised  the  most  adverse  criticism  we 
deem  its  most  valuable  one  ;  we  refer  to  the 
shortness  and  indefiniteness  of  the  sections 
devoted  to  treatment.  No  man  can  hope 
to  treat  disease  with  intelligence  who  relies 
upon  one  or  even  a  few  books  for  his  in- 
struction in  etiology,  diagnosis,  pathology 
and  therapeutics.  The  routinist,  he  who 
depends  upon  books,  rather  than  upon  his 
own  judgment  and  well-grounded  knowl- 
edge of  pathological  processes  and  the 
modus  operandi  of  drugs,  for  the  treatment 
of  disease,  will  be  sadly  disappointed  in 
Bristowe's  Practice.  He  will  not  find  page 
after  page  of  formulae  ready  to  his  hand  to 
take  the  place  of  knowledge  which  he 
should  have  made  his  own  before  undertak- 
ing the  grave  responsibilities  of  the  practice 
of  medicine. 

One  of  the  most  dangerous  errors  into 
which  the  young  practitioner  can  be  led, 
the  fatal  mistake  of  the  so-called  exclusive 
schools  of  medicine,  is  that  the  only  function 
of  the  physician  is  to  cure  diseases.  Too 
often  the  patient  and  his  surroundings  are 
altogether  lost  sight  of,  while  a  certain  affec- 
tion is  recognized  and  treated. 

The  work  under  consideration  is,  in 
many  respects,  a  most  admirable  text-book. 
There  is  no  pretense  to  encyclopsedic  com- 
pleteness, but  what  the  student  wants,  a 
short,  compendious  remembrancer,  he  will 
find  in  Bristowe's  Practice. 

The  general  introduction  and  section  on 
tumors  are  especially  good.  The  descrip- 
tions of  different  afiections  are,  in  the  main, 
remarkably  clear  and  true  to  nature.  The 
introduction  of  chapters  upon  diseases  pe- 
culiar to  women  and  on  skin  diseases  will 
be  regarded  as  a  mistake  by  the  specialists, 
3'et  we  see  many  good  reasons  for  their 
presence.  Of  course  the  limits  of  the  work 
permit  only  the  most  concise  treatment  of 
the  subjects  mentioned. 

We  regard  the  work  as  especially  valua- 
ble to  the  student  who  wishes  to  classifj', 
systematize  and  remember  the  points  of 
value  made  by  his  teachers,  and  to  the  busy 
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practitioner  who  would  review  his  knowl- 
edge of  affections  and  look  for  suggestions 
in  the  emergencies  which  continually  arise 
in  his  daily  life.  The  editor  has  done  his 
work  with  conscientious  care,  and  the 
American  reader  will  find  that  the  additions 
to  medical  science  made  by  his  countrymen 
have  not  been  overlooked.  Altogether  it 
is  an  excellent  work  and  will  doubtless  have 
a  large  sale. 

Principles  of  Human  Physiology.  By 
William  B.  Carpenter,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
F.  G.  S.,  F.  L.  S.,  Registrar  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  London,  etc.,  etc.  Edited  b}^ 
Henry  Power,  M.  B.,  London,  F.  R.  C. 
S.,  Examiner  in  Natural  Sciences  and  in 
Medicine,  Universit}^  of  Cambridge,  etc., 
A  new  American,  from  the  eighth  revised 
and  enlarged  English  edition,  with  notes 
and  additions,  by  Francis  Gr.  Smith,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Philadel- 
phia. 8vo.  1083  pages.  Philadelphia : 
Henry  C.  Lea.  1876.  St.  Louis:  St. 
Louis  Book  &  News  Co.,  307  N.  Fourth 
street.     Cloth,  $5  50  ;  leather,  $6  50. 

Dr.  Carpenter's  great  work  on  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Human  Physiology  has  been  the 
hand-book  of  countless  students  of  medi- 
cine ;  it  has  prompted  many  to  the  study  of 
the  art  of  healing,  who,  without  a  perusal 
of  its  philosophic  pages,  would  never  have 
undertaken  a  task  so  full  of  difficulties  and 
perplexities. 

Without  having  added  much  to  the  ex- 
perimental work  upon  which  modern  physi- 
ology is  based,  he  has  used  the  labors  of 
others,  has  generalized  the  vast  number  of 
facts  furnished  to  his  hands,  and  elaborated  ' 
the  principles  underlying  those  facts  in  a 
manner  at  once  charming  to  the  reader  and 
carrying  conviction  to  the  skeptical. 

Dr.  Carpenter  has  been  among  the  most 
fortunate  of  men,  in  that  those  who  have 
revised  and  edited  his  great  work  from  time 
to  time,  as  advancing  knowledge  and  the 
demand  for  later  editions  have  required, 
have  been  men  who  were  eminently  quali- 
fied for  the  labors  before  them. 


The  eighth  revised  and  enlarged  English 
edition  is  edited  by  Mr.  Henry  Power,  of 
London,  whose  name  is  a  suflScient  guaran- 
tee of  the  conscientious  character  of  the 
work  entrusted  to  his  hands.  The  short 
notice  of  the  extent  of  the  additions  made 
to  the  work  in  this  edition,  given  in  the 
editor's  preface,  is  almost  bewildering. 
One  is  almost  tempted  to  devote  his  life  to 
phj^siologlcal  studies  alone  after  the  perusal, 
so  great  are  the  advances  made  in  this  one 
branch  of  medical  study  within  the  period 
between  two  editions.  We  quote  one  para- 
graph onh",  as  a  sample  ; 

"  So  in  the  Section  on  the  Liver,  the  re- 
sults of  Prof.  Flower's  researches  on  its 
form  and  divisions,  with  those  of  Steffen 
on  its  relative  weight,  of  Weber,  Asp^ 
Hering,  Heidenhain,  Flint,  Schiff  and 
Schenk  on  its  structure ;  of  Kowalewsky 
on  the  pressure  under  which  the  bile  is  ex- 
creted ;  of  Bogoljubow  on  the  gases  of  the 
bile  ;  of  Dalton  on  its  spectrum  ;  of  Maly, 
Jaffe,  Vanlair  and  Masius,  Bernard  and 
Thudicum,  on  its  coloring  matters ;  of 
Brunton,  on  the  action  of  calomel  on  the 
liver  ;  of  Phliiger,  Rohrig,  and  Munk  on 
the  action  of  the  nerves  on  its  secretory 
activity  ;  and  of  Bernard,  v.  Wittich,  Luch- 
singer.  Dock,  Solomon,  Cyon  and  Aladoff, 
Eckhard,  Weiss,  Scheremetjewsky  and  Sen- 
ator, on  its  glycogenic  function,  have  all 
been  noticed  at  greater  or  less  length." 

The  additions  to  other  sections  have  been 
equally  numerous  and  important. 

One  very  gratifying  feature  of  the  work 
is  the  frequent  references  made  to  the  labors 
of  American  physiologists.  To  the  observ- 
ant care  of  the  very  excellent  American 
editor.  Dr.  F.  G-.  Smith,  we  probably  owe 
this  prompt  lecognition  of  the  merits  of  the 
work  performed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
in  this  special  field. 

Among  the  authors  so  referred  to  we  find 
the  names  of  W.  Hutson  Ford,  of  this  city 
(formerly  of  Charleston,  S.  C.)  ;  Ham- 
mond, Flint,  Jr.,  Dalton,  Beard,  and  Car- 
nochan,    of  New  York,  to  say   nothing   of 
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our   celebrated  Beaumont  and   Dungiison, 
among  the  older  writers. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  process  of  conden- 
sation, which  the  vast  array  of  facts  renders 
necessary,  that  the  original  beauty  of  lan- 
guage and  of  expression  has  suffered,  but 
the  sacrifice  of  elegance  is  compensated  by 
the  number  of  facts  added,  and  in  this 
Oradgrind  age  we  ought  not  to  grumble,  we 
suppose. 

The  average  medical  student  will  find 
Dalton's  last  edition  more  convenient  to  his 
hand  and  a  better  aid  in  preparing  for  the 
dreaded  "  final  examination  ;"  the  practical 
physiologist  will  prefer  the  voluminous 
work  of  Flint,  Jr.,  a  help  that  is  indispen- 
sible  in  the  pursuit  of  his  studies  ;  while 
the  medical  philosopher  will  choose  the 
present  volume  as  the  one  which  satisfies 
his  tastes,  which  gives  him  food  for  thought 
and  suggests  theories  and  speculations 
which,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  may  bear 
fruits  for  the  advancement  and  improve- 
Tuent  of  the  human  race.  It  contains  the 
results  of  all  (or  nearly  all)  previous  in- 
vestigations as  well  as  suggestions  looking 
to  the  future  progress  of  that  science  upon 
which  rational  medicine  is  founded. 

A  Century  of  American  Medicine.  1776 
—1876.  By  Edward  H.  Clarke,  M.  D., 
Late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
Harvard  University,  etc.  ;  Henry  J.  Bige- 
low,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Har- 
vard University,  etc.  ;  Samuel  D.  Gross, 
M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  D.  C.  L.  Oxon.,  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  the  Jefi'erson  Medical 
College,  Pliiladelphia,  etc.  ;  T.  Gaillard 
Thomas,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics, 
€tc.,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  etc.  ;  and  J.  S. 
Billings,  M.  D.,  Librarian  to  the  National 
Medical  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 
12  mo.,  pp.  366.  Pliiladelphia:  Henry 
C.  Jica.  1875.  St.  Louis:  Gray,  Baker 
&  Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 

The  papers  here  gathered  together  and 
presented  in  most  attractive  form,  first  ap- 
peared in  The  American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences  during  the  present  year. 
We  consider  them  as  being  among  the  most 


important  of  the  many  contributions  to 
American  medical  history,  and,  in  every 
way,  worthy  of  being  preserved. 

The  first  paper,  on  Practical  Medicine,  is 
by  Dr.  Clarke,  of  Boston.  The  great  ad- 
vances in  this  department  of  medicine  are 
rapidly  sketched  and  due  credit  is  given  to 
the  men  who  have  done  most  in  this  direc- 
tion. We  can  only  briefly  allude  to  the 
more  important  of  these.  "  The  reflex 
action  of  the  nervous  system,  first  discov- 
ered by  Astruc  and  Prochaska,  has  been 
shown  by  the  admirable  investigations  of 
Sir  Charles  Bell,  Magendie,  Marshall  Hall, 
Claude  Bernard,  Brown-Sequard.  and  their 
associates,  to  be,  next  to  the  discovery  of 
the  circulation  of  the  blood,  the  most  im- 
portant addition  to  ph3^siological  knowledge 
that  has  jet  been  made — one  that  has  illus- 
trated and  explained  the  complex  and  al- 
most inexplicable  nature  of  the  nervous 
system."  Of  course  the  author  does  not 
claim  this  as  an  American  discovery,  but  as 
one  of  the  great  advances  of  the  century ; 
he  names  a  long  list  of  other  facts  in  medi- 
cine and  closes  his  list  with  these  words  : 
"Last  of  all,  and  most  important  of  all, 
the  grandest  discovery  of  the  ages,  that 
which  will  render  this  century  remarkable 
for  all  time,  a  class  of  anaesthetic  agents 
has  been  discovered  by  which  surgeiy  and 
death  even  are  deprived  of  half  their  ter- 
rors, and  the  ph3"sician  at  his  will  enabled 
to  compel  pain  to  disappear  and  distress  be 
quiet."  This  discovery  he  claims,  and 
proves  his  claim,  to  be  purely  American. 

Dr.  Clarke  writes  as  follows  in  relation  to 
the  American  system  of  medical  education  : 

"  We  do  not  mean  to  assert  b}^  this  that 
the  scientific  training  of  our  schools  is  equal 
to  that  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  or  Paris.  But 
we  do  assert  that  if  the  necessities  and  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  Europe  and  America 
are  impartially  compared,  we  shall  find  that 
the  American  method  of  medical  education 
yields  as  good  a  practical  result  to  the  na- 
tion as  the  European  method  of  medical 
education  does  to  Europe. 
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And  we  further  assert  that  the  flexibility 
of  the  American  method  permits  of  change, 
growth,  and  development,  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  demands  of  each  succeeding 
age,  more  easily  and  more  rapidly  than  is 
possible  with  the  conservative  organizations 
of  Europe.  Hence  we  are  not  ashamed  to 
present  our  medical  schools,  with  all  their 
short-comings  and  imperfections,  as  sub- 
stantial contributions  to  the  practical  medi- 
cine of  the  century." 

The  merit  of  demonstrating  the  essentia] 
diflerence  between  typhus  and  typhoid  fe- 
ver, is  given  to  Dr.  Gerhard,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  demonstration  of  the  necessity  of 
performing  thoracentesis,  in  appropriate 
cases,  in  pleurisy  with  effusion,  is  due  to 
Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston  ;  and  the  instru- 
ment for  performing  the  operation  was  de- 
vised by  Dr.  Wyman,  of  Cambridge.  The 
principle  of  Dieulafoy's  aspirator  is  the 
same  first  applied  by  Dr.  Bowditch.  It  is 
noted  that  Dieulafo}^,  in  his  monograph  on 
aspiration,  neglects  to  make  the  slightest 
mention  of  Bowditch's  previous  and  per- 
sistent labors. 

That  self-limitation  is  one  of  the  laws 
that  govern  the  course  of  a  large  number  of 
morbid  processes,  was  first  clearly  enunci- 
ated by  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  in  1822. 

The  exceedingly  valuable  labors  of  Ham- 
mond, the  Flints,  Weir  Mitchell,  Stille,  H. 
C.  Wood,  and  a  crowd  of  others,  are  re- 
ferred to  and  credit  given  to  each  in  excel- 
lent taste,  and  with  critical  judgment. 
However,  we  are  obliged  to  say,  that  if  Dr. 
Clarke  had  allowed  his  vision  to  penetrate 
a  few  miles  westward  from  Boston,  he  might 
have  been  rewarded  by  finding  something 
worthy  of  note.  In  materia  medica  he  has 
never  heard  of  gelsemium ;  malarial  dis- 
eases are  not  hinted  at,  and  the  works  of 
Drake,  Davis,  and  other  Western  men  can 
never  have  fallen  under  his  critical  obser- 
vation. 

A  special  article  is  devoted  to  A  History 
of  the   Discovery  of  Modern   Anaesthesia, 


by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  of  Boston.  The 
just  cluims  of  Morton  to  the  honor,  over 
his  competitors.  Wells  and  Jackson,  are 
well  set  forth,  and  the  facts  adduced  ought 
to  settle  the  matter  forever. 

The  section  on  surgery,  by  Dr.  Gross,  is 
the  longest  and  most  interesting,  biographi- 
cally,  in  the  book.  We  find  due  credit 
given  to  Western  surgeons.  Those  of  St. 
Louis,  who  find  mention,  are  Drs.  Pope, 
Hodgen,  Hammer,  Bauer,  John  Green,  and 
Rumbold. 

Dr.  Gross  has  very  little  fancy  for  Lis- 
ter's antiseptic  treatment,  and  says  that 
little,  if  any,  faith  is  placed  in  it  by  any 
enlightened  or  experienced  surgeon  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Notwithstanding,  we 
believe  that  "  Lister's  method "  will  soon 
be  the  fashion^  in  this  country,  as  it  already 
is  in  the  whole  civilized  world  be^^ond  our 
bounds. 

The  article  on  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecolo- 
gy, By  Dr.  Thomas,  is  written  in  the  well- 
known  attractive  style  of  that  author,  and. 
well  repays  perusal.  A  considerable  space 
is  devoted  to  the  operation  of  ovariotomy, 
first  performed  by  Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell, 
of  Danville,  Kentucky.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  portion  devoted  to  Sims'  opera- 
tion for  vesico- vaginal  fistula.  These  two 
operations,  if  they  remained  the  only  con- 
tributions of  Americans  to  this  department 
of  science,  would  confer  the  highest  possi- 
ble honor  upon  the  country  and  the  age 
which  produced  them. 

The  opium  treatment  of  peritonitis, 
originated  by  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark,  of  New 
York  ;  Atlee,s  treatment  of  fibrous  polj^pi 
of  the  uterus,  by  enucleation  ;  Wright's  re- 
duction by  taxis  of  the  womb,  chronically 
inverted  ;  and  gastro-elytrotomj^,  performed 
by  Thomas  ;  are  all  advances  which  aid  in 
placing  American  gynaecology  in  the  first 
rank,  when  compared  with  the  same  branch 
of  practice  in  other  countries. 

The  last  section  is  upon  our  medical  lit- 
erature and  institutions,  by  Dr.  Billings. 
The   essay  shows  a   great   amount  of  dili- 
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gence,  and  is  a  nearl}?'  complete  account  of 
the  subjects  treated  of;  of  course,  in  the 
smallest  space.  We  cannot  complain  of 
the  writer's  neglect  of  Western  men  and 
their  writings,  full  credit  is  given  to  each 
portion  of  our  country,  and  the  result  is  a 
most  valuable  article. 

In  concluding  this  notice,  which  has  far 
exceeded  the  limits  we  had  assigned  to  it, 
we  must  say  that  the  book  ought  to  be  read 
b}^  ever}^  medical  man  in  the  land.  Mr. 
Lea  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  present- 
ing the  work  to  the  profession. 

A  remarkable  fact  is  observable  all 
through  the  book :  that  almost  every  im- 
portant advance  that  has  been  made  in  our 
science,  in  this  country,  has  first  been  her- 
alded to  the  world  by  the  American  Journal 
of  the  Medical  Sciences. 

A  Series  of  American  Clinical  Lectures, 
edited  by  E.  C.  Seguin,  M.  D.,  Vol.  II, 
(1)  No..  IV.  Some  forms  of  Dyspepsia, 
by  Francis  Delafield,  M.  D.  (2)  No. 
V.  Diagnosis  of  those  Diseases  of  the 
Eye  which  can  be  seen  without  the  Oph- 
thalmoscope, by  Henry  D.  Noyes,  M.  D. 
(3)  No.  VI.  The  Modern  Methods  of 
Examining  the  Upper  Air  Passages,  by 
George  M.  Lefferts,  M.  D.  (4)  No. 
VII.  On  Tracheotomy  and  Laryngotomy, 
by  H.  B.  Sands,  M.  D.  (5)  No.  VIII. 
The  Hypertrophied  Prostate,  by  Robert 
F.  Weir,  M.  D.  (6)  No.  IX.  Points 
in  the  Surgery  of  Childhood,  by  J.  H. 
Pooley,  M.  D.  (7)  No.  X.  Spinal  Irri- 
tation ;  its  Pathology  and  Treatment,  by 
William  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.  (8)  No. 
XI.  On  the  Treatment  of  Eczema,  by  R. 
W.  Taylor,  M.  D.  New  York:  O.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  avenue.  1876. 
Monthly  ;  price  $3  50  per  annum. 

We  have  already  noticed  (see  Record 
for  August,  '76)  at  length  the  first  three 
numbers  of  the  second  volume  of  this  most 
admirable  series  of  lectures.  In  the  pres- 
ent notice  we  shall  omit  reference  to  Nos. 
V,  VI,  VII  and  XI,  as  we  hope  to  present 
our  readers  with  notices  of  these  numbers 
by  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  more  atten- 
tion to  the  affections  treated  of  than  we 
have  been  able  to  do. 


(1)  Dr.  Delafield  has  written  a  very 
readable  and  interesting  account  of  some 
forms  of  dj^spepsia  dependant  upon  disor- 
der of  that  process  limited  to  one  organ 
only.  The  distinctive  symptoms  of  indi- 
gestion due  to  faulty  action  of  the  stomach, 
small  intestines,  large  intestines  and  liver, 
as  they  often  occur,  are  plainly  described 
and  the  treatment  clearly  mapped  out.  It 
is  an  article  which  will  well  repay  careful 
study. 

(5)  Dr.  Weir  has  briefly  and  clearly 
described  the  pathological  changes,  the 
symptoms  and  treatment  of  hj'pertrophied 
prostate ;  a  most  painful  affection  to  the 
patient,  and  one  which  causes  no  end  of 
annoyance  to  the  partially  instructed  prac- 
titioner. The  directions  regarding  the 
choice  of  a  catheter  and  the  cautions  re- 
lating to  its  use  will  be  found  of  especial 
value.  Nothing  is  said  of  Heine's  method 
of  injecting  the  substance  of  the  prostate 
with  iodine,  a  most  dangerous  procedure. 

(6)  Congenital  Phymosis  and  Hare-Lip 
are  the  points  elaborated  by  Dr.  Pooley  in 
No.  IX.  Circumcision  is  recommended  for 
the  former,  and  the  operation  w^ell  described 
and  its  importance  insisted  upon.  Dr. 
Sayre's  discovery  of  the  relation  between 
adherent  prepuce  and  certain  nervous  dis- 
orders has  already  been  placed  before  our 
readers,  hence  we  shall  onlj^  allude  to  the 
importance  of  looking  closel}^  for  this,  per- 
haps unobserved,  source  of  irritation.  In 
the  treatment  of  double  hair-lip.  Dr.  Pooley 
advises  the  performance  of  the  operation 
upon  both  sides  simultaneously,  and,  if  a 
piece  of  bone  be  found  projecting  forward, 
not  to  remove  it,  but  to  force  it  downward 
and  backward  into  its  normal  position. 

(7)  Dr.  Hammond  abh^  defends  his  posi- 
tion, which  has  been  so  virulenth^  opposed, 
that  the  congeries  of  sjanptoms  termed 
spinal  irritation  depends  upon  an  an?emic 
condition  of  the  posterior  columns  of  the 
spinal  cord.  His  reasoning  appears  to  us 
conclusive  upon  this  point,  and  the  treat- 
ment advised   is,  hence,  rational   and  sue- 
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cessful.  Dr.  Hammond  refers  to  his  recent 
article  in  the  Clinical  Record  upon  Picro- 
toxin  (Oct.  No.)  :  He  considers  the  drug 
as  holding  a  similar  position  to  strychnia, 
in  inducing  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
anaemic  cord. 

"We  must  again  express  our  admiration 
for  the  novel  periodical  commenced  under 
many  difficulties  and  conducted  with  grati- 
fying success  by  its  able  editor,  Dr.  E.  C. 
Seguin.  We  trust  its  future  progress  will 
continue,  as  in  the  past,  onward  and  up- 
ward. 

Report  of  the  Public  Institutions  and 
Officers  of  the  County  of  St.  Louis. 
Insane  Asylum,  Poor  House,  Four  Courts 
and  Jail,  Auditor,  Engineer,  Road  Sup- 
erintendent. St.  Louis  :  Jno.  J.  Daly 
&  Co.,  stationers  and  printers,  213  N. 
Third  street,  1876.     8vo.     ^^  pages. 

The  portions  of  this  report  which  concern 
us  relate  to  the  Asylum  and  Poor  House. 
At  the  date  of  the  last  report  of  the  Asylum 
there  were  present  in  the  institution  320 
patients,  137  males  and  183  females.  Dur- 
ing the  year  120  were  admitted,  60  males 
and  60  females.  Whole  number  present, 
440 ;  daily  average,  325  ;  discharged,  45 
recovered,  24  males,  21  females  ;  improved, 
4,  3  male  and  1  female  ;  unimproved,  5,  2 
males  and  3  females  ;  16  died,  10  males  and 
6  females  ;  5  were  not  insane,  2  males  and 
3  females ;  50  were  transferred  to  the 
County  Farm,  25  males  and  25  females ; 
315  remain  in  the  asylum,  130  males  and 
185  females. 

The  Resident  Physician's  recommenda- 
tions are,  in  the  main,  excellent.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  proposed  ' '  cotta- 
ges "  for  the  harmless  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

The  presence  of  a  medical  man  as  super- 
visor of  attendants  is  a  novelty  in  the 
management  of  asylums.  We  do  not  per- 
ceive, however,  that  the  dignity  of  the 
profession  is  greatly  enhanced  thereby. 

The  inciorsement,  in  advance,  of  the 
wonderful   results   to   be   obtained   in   the 


treatment  of  insanity  by   colored  light  is 
rather  premature  we  fear. 

A  comparison  between  the  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  institution,  as  given  by 
the  Steward  and  Auditor  respectively,  dis- 
closes a  remarkable  discrepancy.  The 
former  reports  the  total  expenditures  for 
the  year  (page  39)  as  being  $52,517  37, 
while  the  latter  (page  70)  reports  that  the 
amount  paid  under  appropriation  for  the 
same  institution  was  $69,320  45.  The 
difference,  $16,803  08,  is  of  too  little  mo- 
ment, however,  to  be  considered  by  the 
veracious  gentleman  who  makes  purchases 
and  attends  to  "  ward  politics  !"  It  may  be 
well  enough  to  note  that  the  pretended  ex- 
pense of  keeping  one  patient  one  day  of 
47  17-30  cents,  rises  to  over  62  cents  when 
the  proper  correction  is  made.  This  will 
serve  as  a  demonstration  of  how  statistics 
can  be  made  to  support  anything,  if  properly 
manipulated  ! 

The  new  code  of  rules  and  regulations 
places  the  power  and  responsibility  of  the 
management  where  it  belongs,  in  the  hands 
of  the  chief  resident  medical  officer. 

The  excellent  report  of  Dr.  H.  L.  Fich- 
tenkam,  Resident  Physician  at  the  County 
Farm,  next  attracts  our  attention.  With  a 
total  population  of  over  1,100  people,  only 
54  died  during  the  year.  There  are  now  in 
the  Poor  House,  184  insane  patients,  a  re- 
spectable population  for  a  state  insane 
asylum.  Dr.  F.  very  properly  recommends 
greater  accommodations  for  these  patients, 
and  the  erection  of  a  dead-house,  for  the 
purpose  of  decently  caring  for  the  dead, 
and  for  facilitating  post  mortem  examina- 
tions. 

The  County  Poor  House  is  rapidly  be- 
coming, in  reality,  a  county  hospital  for 
chronic  cases  of  all  kinds.  In  that  event, 
Dr.  Fichtenkam  very  pertinently  asks : 
' '  What  will  we  do  with  the  poor  ?" 

The  building  begun  at  Allenton,  after- 
wards foolishly  abandoned,  seems  not  to 
have  been  such  a  "  crazy  project  of  a  cor- 
rupt court "  as  was  industriously  circulated 


214 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


among  the  people  at  one  time,  but  an  in- 
stance of  far-reaching  wisdom  on  the  part 
of  the  originators  of  the  project. 

Epitome  of  Skin  Diseases,  with  Formulae. 
For  Students  and  Practitioners.  B}^  Til- 
bury Fox,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician 
to  the  Department  for  Skin  Diseases  in 
Universit}'  College  Hospital,  Author  of 
various  works  on  Skin  Diseases,  etc.,  and 
T.  C.  Fox,  B.  A.  (Cantab.),  M.R.C.S. 
18mo.  pp.  120.  Philadelphia :  Henry 
C.  Lea.  1876.  St.  Louis:  Book  & 
News  Co.     Cloth,  $1  00. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  present  envia- 
ble reputation  of  Tilbury  Fox  will  be  at  all 
advanced  by  the  appearance  of  his  name  as 
one  of  the  authors  of  this  epitome.  It 
seems  to  have  been  hastily  thrown  together 
in  order  to  share  the  profits  of  the  present 
turning  of  the  professional  mind  toward  a 
more  thorough  study  of  cutaneous  medicine. 

We  trust  that  none  of  our  readers  will  be 
led,  by  the  convenient  size,  the  small  price 
and  the  eminent  name  upon  the  title  page, 
into  investing  anything  in  this  little  book. 
There  is  nothing  in  it  to  justify  any  ex- 
penditure whatever.  With  such  works  as 
those  of  Neumann,  Wilson,  Fox  (large 
work),  Piffard,  Duhring  and  Bulkley's 
Archives  of  Dermatology  attainable,  there 
is  no  reason  for  the  purchase  of  a  book 
like  this. 

Compendium  of  Histology.  Twenty-four 
Lectures  by  Heinrich  Frey,  Professor. 
Translated  from  the  German,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  author,  b^^  George  R.  Cutter, 
M.  D.,  Assistant  Surgeon  New  York  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary ;  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Surgeon,  New  York  Dispensary, 
etc.,  etc.  Illustrated  by  208  engravings 
on  wood.  8vo.,  pp.  274.  New  York: 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  avenue. 
1876.     St.  Louis :     Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 

Prof.  Frey  is  already  well  known  to  the 
reading  portion  of  the  medical  profession 
by  his  previous  works  on  the  microscope 
and  on  the  histo -chemistry  of  man.  To 
those  whose  ideas  of  histology  have  been 
derived  from  the  exhaustive  works  of 
Strieker  and  others,  the  little  volume  under 


notice  will,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  alto- 
gether too  restricted  in  size  to  be  of  much 
importance.  But  to  the  student  it  will  come 
as  a  friend  in  need,  relieving  him  of  a  vast 
amount  of  irksome  labor,  and  presenting 
the  facts  of  which  he  would  possess  himself 
in  an  attractive  and  readable  manner. 

The  subject  is  taken  up  in  its  simplest 
form  and  gradually  developed,  the  language' 
employed  being  conversational  in  character, 
and  hence,  shorn  of  much  which  renders 
such  works  dry  and  uninteresting  in  style. 

The  translator  has  performed  his  onerous 
duty  with  the  fidelity  which  has  heretofore 
distinguished  him  in  that  field. 

Histology  is  a  branch  of  study  to  whicb 
great  attention  is  now  being  devoted,  and 
the  student  must  know  something  of  it  or 
remain  behind  in  the  race  for  preferment. 
We  know  of  no  work  upon  the  subject 
which  presents  it  in  a  more  compact,  at- 
tractive and  pleasing  manner  than  does  the 
compendium  by  Prof.  Frey. 

Walsh's  Physician's  Combined  Call-Book 
AND  Tablet,  from  18 —  to  18 — .     Second 
edition.     For  sale  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  & 
Co.,  Philadelphia,   and  booksellers  gen- 
erally, and  by  Ihe  Author,  No.  227  Four- 
and-a-Half  street,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  year  ago,  when  noticing  this  admirable 
call-book    on  its    first  appearance,   we  ex- 
pressed  the   opinion   thit  it   w^as  the   best 
among   those  necessary  companions  of  the 
business-like  physician.     The    second  edi- 
tion confirms  and  strengthens  that  opinion. 
The  book  is  somewhat  increased  in   thick- 
ness,  while   its   former  characteristics  are 
retained.     It  is  good  until  used  ;  it  is  just 
the  right  length  and  breadth  to  fit  the  pocket 
and  be  reached  without  effort ;  it  contains  a 
most  excellent   short  list  of  facts  to  which 
the  physician  would  be  most  likely  to  wish 
to  refer  to,  and  its  price,  $1  50,  places  it 
within  the  reach  of  all. 

[Note. — Reviews  of  Jones'  Medical  and 
Surgical  Memoirs,  and  of  Playfair's  Mid- 
wifery are  deferred  unavoidably,  also  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War.] 
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BOOKS  &  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


'Contributions  to  Reparative  Surgery  : 
Showing  its  Application  to  the  Treatment 
of  Deformities  Produced  b}^  Destructive 
Disease  or  Injur}^ ;  Congenital  Defects 
from  Arrest  or  Excess  of  Development ; 
and  Cicatricial  Contractions  from  Burns. 
By  Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  engravings.  8vo.  pp.  237. 
New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549 
and  551  Broadway.  1876.  St.  Louis  : 
Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  St. 
In  cloth,  $3  00. 

_A  Treatise  on  Hernia  :  with  a  New  Pro- 
cess for  its  Radical  Cure,  and  Original 
Contributions  to  Operative  Surger}^,  with 
New  Surgical  Instruments.  By  Greens- 
ville Dowell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  Texas  Medical  College  ;  Late  Profes- 
sor of  Surger}'  in  Galveston  Medical 
College,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  8vo.  pp.  206. 
Philadelphia  : 
Seventh  street.     1876 


D.  G.  Brinton,  115  South 


On  Coughs,  Consumption,  and  Diet  in 
Disease.  By  Horace  Dobell,  M.  D.,  F. 
R.  M.  C.  S.,  etc.  ;  Consulting  Physician 
to  the  Roj'al  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  London,  etc.,  etc.  12  mo.  pp. 
222.  Philadelphia:  D.  G.  Brinton,  115 
8.  Seventh  street.     1877. 


§ltavmjt^^wtti;al  f^partmmt* 


THE  QUININE  FLOWER. 


The  above  is  the  local  name  for  a  plant 
found  in  some  of  the  Gulf  States,  most 
especially  in  Florida,  and  is,  after  a  lapse 
of  a  few  years,  again  attracting  attention 
as  an  antiperiodic. 

So  many  "  substitutes  for  quinine"  being 
periodically  furnished  us,  we  ma}^  be  par- 
doned for  our  skepticism  in  regard  to  them 
all.  The  above  probably  has  no  merits 
except  those  of  a  tonic,  as  we  find  it  classed 
by  Prof.  Maisch  as  belonging  "  to  the  natu- 
ral order  of  Gentian acese,  and  to  the  sub- 
order Gentianese  *****  and 
placed  in  the  section  to  which  Erythrsea 
and  Sabbatia  belong." 


The  effects  of  quininism  said  to  be  pro- 
duced by  this  plant  would  seem  to  demand 
for  it  a  suspension  of  judgment,  for  a  time, 
at  least. 

The  following  is  from  J.  Dabney  Palmer, 
M.  D.,  Monticello,  Florida,  and  was  sent 
as  a  communication  to  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy : 

The  Quinine  flower  is  an  annual  from 
twelve  to  eighteen  inches  high,  has  an  erect 
green  stem,  linear  leaves  of  about  one-half 
to  one  inch  in  length,  and  small  white  flow- 
ers. The  root  consists  of  numerous  slen- 
der fibres. 

It  is  a  native  of  Florida,  and  is  found 
most  abundantly  in  flat  pine  woods,  in  a 
moderately  dr}^  soil,  making  its  appearance 
in  March  or  April,  and  flowering  from  July 
to  September.  The  specimens  furnished 
me  were  gathered  three  or  four  miles  south 
of  Monticello,  in  Jefferson  count}^  In  the 
lower  portions  of  the  county  it  is  very 
abundant,  and  is  successfully  employed  by 
those  living  in  its  vicinity  for  the  cure  of 
different  types  of  malarious  fever,  the  whole 
plant  being  used,  either  in  the  form  of  de- 
coction or  extract,  and  given  ad  libitum^  or 
until  the  patient  feels  the  effects  of  quinine 
in  his  head.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  per- 
sons brought  under  the  influence  of  this 
remedy  experience  similar  sensations — such 
as  tension  or  fullness  in  the  head,  ringiug 
in  the  ears  or  partial  deafness — as  when 
under  the  influence  of  quinia,  and  hence  its 
name.  Its  reputation  as  an  anti-periodic 
was  established  during  the  late  civil  war, 
when,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  quinia,  every 
opportunity  was  offered  for  testing  the  rela- 
tive value  of  various  substitutes. 

The  Quinine  flower  is  intensely  and  per- 
manently bitter,  yielding  its  properties  to 
water  and  alcohol.  A  saturated  tincture  in 
doses  of  one  teaspoonful  every  two  hours 
was  found  suflficient  to  break  the  parox3^sm 
of  intermittent  fever.  Larger  quantities, 
however,  maj^  be  given  in  obstinate  cases, 
or  in  the  remittent  form  of  the  disease. 

Antidote  for  Carbolic  Acid. — As  this 
acid  is  now  so  extensivel}^  used,  it  may  be 
of  some  importance  to  make  known  the  an- 
tidotes which  have  been  proposed.  M. 
Ferrand  advises  the  following  :  White  su- 
gar, fifteen  parts ;  water,  forty  parts ; 
quicklime,  five  parts — forming  a  saccharate 
of  lime. — -Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


216 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


Hiss^dlmt^tfw^  §^0ti?^* 


The  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Socie- 
ty will  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Carbondale, 
Jan.  17th.  The  representative  medical 
men  of  Southern  Illinois  will  be  present, 
and  several  valuable  and  instructive  papers 
will  be  read. 

Snakes. — In  1875,  32,391  cobras  were 
destroj^ed  in  Bengal  alone,  at  a  cost  to  the 
government  of  7,807  rupees.  The  deaths 
of  human  beings  in  the  same  year  from 
snake-bite  appear  to  have  been  8,807  in 
Bengal,  or  an  increase  of  1,212  on  the 
number  of  the  preceding  year. — Philadel- 
phia Med.  Times. 

Radical  Cure  of  Empyema. — Dr.  L.  S. 
McMurtry,  of  Danville,  Ky.,  writes  to  the 
N.  Y.  Medical  Record  that  the  exsection  of 
a  portion  of  a  rib,  to  allow  free  drainage  in 
empyema,  as  recently  reported  in  Germany 
as  an  original  procedure,  was  practiced  by 
the  late  Dr.  Warren  Stone,  of  New  Orleans, 
as  long  ago  as  1871. 

Yellovt  Fever. — The  usual  population 
of  Savannah  is  about  32,000,  which  was 
reduced  by  the  exodus  of  the  inhabitants  to 
about  20,000.  The  number  of  deaths  has 
been  about  1,200.  Cases  of  the  disease 
have  also  occurred  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
and  New  Orleans,  La.,  but  the  disease  has 
not  been  epidemic  in  either  of  these  cities. 
— American  Medical  Weekly^  Dec.  2. 

"A  Word  to  the  Wise,"  etc. — "He 
called  me  '  doc,'  which,  in  point  of  bad 
taste,  is  only  surpassed  by  the  habit  that 
medical  students  have  of  addressing  their 
teachers  by  the  title  of  '  professor,'  as  if 
there  were  not  professors  of  dancing,  of 
hair-dressing,  of  magic  and  of  the  manly 
art  of  self-defense — not  to  mention  those 
found  in  medical  schools." — Dr.  D.  W. 
Yandell,  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News, 
Dec.  2. 

Maudsley  on  Quackery. — Dr.  Henry 
Maudslej',  professor  of  J^Iedical  Jurispru- 
dence in  the  University  College,  London, 
made  the  following  remarks  in  his  intro- 
ductory lecture  to  the  class,  on  October  2d 
last  (London  Lancet,  Dec.  1876)  : 

If  medical  practice  be  pursued  as  a  mere 
means  of  money-getting,  assuredly  it  causes 
the  deepest  demoralization  of  him  who  so 


uses  it,  as  best  things  turned  to  basest  ends 
breed  the  greatest  corruption.  He  who 
deliberately  applies  himself  to  take  the  ut- 
most advantage  of  the  suffering  and  the 
feebleness  of  humanity,  coming  to  him  for 
aid  in  its  anguish  and  its  utter  helplessness, 
in  order  to  make  his  profit — and  we  may 
hope  there  are  not  many  creatures  of  that 
vileness  in  the  profession — may  have  large 
success  in  his  low  aim,  but  he  discovers  a 
meanness  and  a  degradation  of  nature 
which  are  a  grievous  shame  to  his  kind,  and 
which  devils  might  almost  disdain. 

Practical  Cremation. — A  large  number 
of  representatives  of  boards  of  health  and 
of  the  press  assembled  at  Washington, 
Penn.,  on  the  6th  instant,  to  witness  the 
cremation  of  the  body  of  Joseph  Henry 
Louis,  Baron  de  Palm.  Dr.  F.  Julius  Le 
Moyne,  constructed  the  furnace,  which  ac- 
complished the  object  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed in  a  perfectly  satisfactory  manner. 
The  body  had  been  embalmed  and  kept  six 
months  to  allow  time  for  the  construction 
of  the  cremating  furnace.  The  late  Baron 
will  be  remembered  as  the  member  of  the 
society  of  Theosophists,  whose  funeral  in 
the  Egyptian  st3de  attracted  so  much  atten- 
tion several  months  ago. 

The  London  Lancet  says  the  number  of 
subjects  awaiting  dissection  is  very  satisfac- 
tory. We  wonder  if  they  wait  with  satis- 
factory patience  ? — Phil.  Med.  Times. 


ifimt  mtm. 


Dr.  W.  H.  Cooper  has  resigned  the  posi- 
tion  of    Jail   Physician,    and   the    County 

Court  has  appointed  Dr.  W.  B.  Conery  to 

fill  the  vacancy. 

♦-♦-♦ 

Small-Pox  in  St.  Louis. — "There  are 
no  snakes  in  Ireland,"  was  the  chapter  on 
the  natural  history  of  that  countrj^  devoted 
to  the  ophidia,  by  a  good  bishop  of  the 
olden  time.  The  Phj^sician  to  the  Small- 
pox Hospital,  of  this  cit}^,  writes  a  some- 
what similar  report  concerning  his  hospital 
to  the  Board  of  Health  at  each  of  its  meet- 
ings. As  for  the  vaccine  ph3'sicians,  there 
are  no  reports,  for  the^^  were  abolished  (?) 
months  ago. 
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AFFECTIVE  INSANITY. 


BY  JEROME  K  BAUDUY,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Psychological  Medicine  and  Diseases  of 
the  Nervous  System,  Mo.  Med.  College;  Attend- 
ing Physician  to  St.  Vincent's  Institution 
for  the  Insane. 


Gentlemen  : — We  now  recur  once  more 
to  the  subject  of  insanity.  I  wish  you  to 
form  a  clear  idea  of  the  two  great  groups 
which  comprehend  all  possible  forms  of 
mental  derangement.  In  other  words,  if 
you  fully  understand  the  two  forms,  affect- 
ive and  ideational,  you  will  be  prepared  to 
meet  every  variety  of  insanity  which  may 
arise  ;  prepared  to  make  the  diagnosis  and 
to  support  3'our  opinion  before  the  courts  in 
medico-legal  cases. 

My  first  proposition  is  that  a  man  may 
be  insane  in  his  emotions  or  feelings  only, 
while  his  intellect  appears  to  remain  entirely 
unaffected.  If  a  patient  evinces  incoherence 
of  language,  shows  b}^  his  acts  that  he  la- 
bors under  some  absurd  delusion,  raves  and 
is  continuall}'  in  a  state  of  maniacal  excite- 
ment, you  can  have  no  doubt  of  his  insanity, 
eveiT  person  recognizes  the  fact  at  once. 
Still  it  may  not  be  fully  impressed  upon  you 
that  a  person  may  be  coherent  in  his  lan- 
guage, intelligent  in  conversation,  and  dis- 
play soundness  and  accuracy  in  memory 
and  judgment,  and  j^et  be  in  a  condition  of 
dangerous  and  hopeless  insanity. 

Maudsley  and  others  divide  affective  in- 
sanity into  two  varieties,  impulsive  and 
moral  insanit}^  ^ 

The  unconscious  nature  may  gain  the 
mastery  and  the  acts  of  reason  may  be 
closely  simulated.  Tha  feelings  being  "the 
mirror  of  the  soul,"  the  secret  spring  whence 
all  acts  arise  ;  when  they  become  involved 


in  the  processes  of  disease  we  may  expect 
that  disordered  action  will  be  the  result,  in- 
deed, it  is  impossible  that  it  should  be 
otherwise.  In  the  affective  group,  the  feel- 
ings are  the  seat  of  the  disease,  hence  the 
manifestations  of  morbid  impulses  which 
are  shown. 

The  feelings  constitute  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  entire  superstructure  of 
affective  insanity  is  based.  As  I  told  you 
in  a  former  lecture,  the  affective  form  pre- 
cedes, accompanies  and  follows  every  other 
variety  of  insanity. 

In  any  case  of  mental  derangement  to 
which  you  may  be  called,  you  will  find  in 
the  feelings  the  key  to  the  mental  condition. 
Prior  to  the  manifestation  of  any  intellectual 
insanity  you  will  find  the  evidences  of  mor- 
bid emotional  condition  in  the  actions  of 
the  patient — the  index  of  the  condition  of 
the  feelings.  Your  patient  may  appear  to 
think  in  a  perfectly  normal  manner,  while, 
from  the  character  of  his  acts  you  may  be 
able  to  certify  that  he  is  manifestly,  unmis- 
takably insane.  The  person  who  is  found 
to  be  in  such  a  condition  should  be  at  once 
secluded,  for  he  is  no  longer  a  normal  unit 
in  the  scale  of  society,  but  a  source  of  dan- 
ger to  every  member  thereof. 

For  example,  in  certain  diseased  condi- 
tions of  the  spinal  cord,  there  exists  an 
unstable  condition  of  nervous  element,  and 
acts  may  be  unconsciously  performed  hav- 
ing the  semblance  of  those  done  by  order 
of,  and  fully  under  the  control  of  the  will. 
A  preternatural  condition  of  nervous  excit- 
ability exists,  which  causes  exaggerated 
effects  to  follow  the  application  of  the 
smallest  degree  of  irritation.  It  is  exactly 
so  with  the  brain  in  certain  pathological 
conditions. 

In  affective  insanity  acts  of  a  strictly 
impulsive  character  arise  unexpectedly  and 
apparently  without  cause.  There  is  a  re- 
sponse to  the  slightest  impressions,  to  those 
which  are  not  appreciated  in  health.  Not 
only  are  these  acts  responsive  to  the  slight- 
est  stimulus,    but  they   are  incoordinated, 
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perA^erted,  nonvolitional.  As  in  the  case  of 
disease  of  the  spinal  cord,  convulsive  action 
takes  place,  so  in  impulsive  insanity  explo- 
sions of  abnormal  acts  occur — homicidal, 
suicidal,  erotic,  p3Tomaniacal. 

If  a  person  exhibits  a  tendency  to  the 
commission  of  violent  acts  from  disease, 
it  is  because  the  nerve  centers  which 
direct  the  feelings  are  the  site  of  morbid 
changes. 

Whether  the  centers  which  control  the 
moral  faculties  are  located  at  the  same 
points  with  those  which  are  the  instruments 
of  the  intellect,  or  are  in  separate  and  dis- 
tinct portions  of  the  brain,  can  not,  as  yet, 
be  definitel}^  determined,  and  is  a  point  of 
no  great  practical  value ;  but  there  can 
remain  no  doubt  that  the  two  sets  or 
aggregates  of  nervous  elements  ma}^  be 
affected  separately,  as  well  as  simultane- 
ously. 

If  you  understand  and  fully  appreciate 
what  I  have  already  told  you,  you  will  be 
able  to  not  only  diagnosticate  some  obscure 
cases,  but  will  also  be  able  to  meet  and 
combat  popular  prejudices  in  relation  to 
the  unfortunate  subjects  of  disease  who 
are  brought  before  the  courts  for  acts  of 
violence  which  have  been  perpetrated  in 
consequence  of  morbid  conditions  of  the 
brain. 

As  you  were  prepared  to  believe  that  a 
man  might  be  insane  in  his  thoughts,  so 
now  you  can  credit  me  when  I  repeat,  that 
he  may  be  insane  in  his  feelings  as  evi- 
denced by  his  acts.  If  in  the  normal  man 
there  is  an  almost  irresistable  tendenc}^  to 
a  manifestation  of  his  inborn  unconscious 
nature  in  outer  action,  how  much  greater 
will  the  force  of  such  proclivity  be  enhanced 
by  the  pathological  disturbances  of  which 
he  is  the  victim  ! 

If  you  wish  to  ascertain  the  real  charac- 
ter of  an  intimate  friend,  do  you  not  studj^ 
and  anatyze  his  feelings.  Do  you  not 
thereby  arrive  'at  a  knowledge  of  his  real 
nature  ?  In  order  to  do  this  3''ou  must  ob- 
serve his  habits,  his  ordinar}^  acts,  and  the 


manner  in  which  he  responds  to  influences 
of  emotional  origin. 

By  a  long  and  persistent  course  of  strict 
discipline  a  person  may  secure  a  high  de- 
gree of  self-control.  His  emotions  may  be 
held  so  much  in  abeyance  as  not  to  mani- 
fest themselves  even  under  strong  excite- 
ment. Impulsive  in  the  first  place,  he  maj^ 
yet  succeed  in  controlling  them  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  "Still  they  are  moved 
under  ordinary  disturbing  influences,  al- 
though held  in  subjection  by  the  will. 
When  the  will  is  not  exerted,  when  an  un- 
expected cause  arises — say  of  anger — he 
may  not  alwa3^s  be  able  to  effectually  hold 
the  rein  upon  his  feelings,  they  will  become 
manifest  in  acts. 

If  this  is  true  from  a  physiological  point 
of  view,  and  common  experience  tells  us  it 
is  true,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  pertur- 
bations of  the  emotions  upon  him  who  has 
an  unstable  constitution  of  nerve  element, 
who  is  saturated  with  insanity?  If  the 
sane  man  has  oftentimes  such  difficulty  in 
controlling  his  feelings,  how  can  the  insane 
man  be  expected  to  hold  them  in  check? 
Hence  the  pure  nonsense  of  the  common 
proposition  to  punish  the  insane  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  further  insane  acts  ;  of 
hanging  the  homicidal  lunatic  that  other 
madmen  having  a  tendency  to  commit  mur- 
der may  take  warning  thereb}'  and  be  pre- 
vented from  killing ! 

Just  as  in  a  case  of  tetanus,  the  slightest 
touch  is  suflScient  to  throw  the  patient  into 
tonic  spasm,  so  in  this  variet}^  of  insanity 
the  volitional  powers  are  as  much  under  the 
thralldom  of  disease,  and  the  victim  is  as 
unable  to  resist  the  tendency'  to  impulsive 
acts. 

Every  one  will  assent  that  in  delusion  the 
volitional  centers  are  at  fault,  and  the  pa- 
tient acts  in  consequence  of,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  delusion.  In  the  impulsive 
form  the  patient  ma}^  at  times  be  conscious 
of  the  oncoming  of  the  impulse,  may  fore- 
see and  lament  the  probable  consequences 
of  his  loss  of  volitional  control,    which  is 
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equally  manifest  in  these  cases,  if  not  more 
so,  than  in  the  intellectual  form  of  mental 
derangement. 

Jurists  tell  us  that  delusion  is  a  necessary 
element  in  every  case  of  insanity.  This 
test  is  a  comparatively  recent  one,  but  is 
manifesth^  illogical,  for  delusion?  are  not 
incompatible  with  sanity,  and  insanit}^  of  a 
most  dangerous  character  does  exist  with- 
out the  slightest  evidence  of  delusion. 

They  also  tell  us  that  if  a  person  is  capfi- 
ble  of  distinguishing  between  right  and 
wrong,  in  relation  to  the  act  committed,  that 
his  insanity,  although  otherwise  proven, 
does  not  shield  him  from  the  legal  conse- 
quences of  the  act. 

Let  us  analyze  this  legal  test  also.  Look 
at  the  government  of  all  modern  asylums. 
It  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  lunatics,  like 
other  men,  know  the  right  from  the  wrong 
— are  influenced  b}'  the  same  class  of  mo- 
tives which  sway  the  sane.  Like  children 
they  appreciate  the  difference  between  the 
forbidden  and  the  unforbidden.  But,  un- 
fortunateh^  for  them,  the  world's  wrong  is 
not  their  wrong  when  an  impulsive  act  of 
violence  is  to  be  committed. 

In  the  vast  majorit}'  of  cases  of  homici- 
dal mania,  pjTO-mania,  klepto-mania,  etc., 
the  patient  knew  full  well  that  the  act 
was  wrong,  but  he  "  couldnot  help  it."  He 
could  not  help  it !  That  expresses,  pre- 
cisely, the  absolute  loss  of  power  of  the  will 
over  the  acts — the  fearful  impulsiveness 
which  is  the  grand  characteristic  in  these 
cases. 

A  case  which  occurred,  some  years  since, 
at  St.  Vincent's  Asylum,  will  illustrate  this  : 

A  harmless  old  gentleman,  who  was  an 
universal  favorite  with  both  officers  and 
patients,  was  sitting  one  day  in  the  billiard 
room.  A  patient,  subject  of  the  impulsive 
form  of  insanity,  which  I  have  attempted 
to  portray,  came  upon  him  suddenly,  with- 
out the  slightest  provocation,  and  struck 
the  old  man  upon  the  head  with  a  chair. 
He  repeated  his  blows  until  his  victim 
was   dead   and   his   brains   were   splashed 


about  the  floor  and  walls.  At  the  coro- 
ner's inquest  I  asked  the  murderer  what 
reason  there  was  for  the  commission  of  the 
act.  He  said,  with  tears  in  his  eyes  :  "I 
don't  know.  The  old  man  was  alwaj^s 
friendly  toward  me.  He  often  divided  with 
me  little  delicacies  he  had  received  from  his 
friends.  We  never  had  any  quarrel,  but  I 
could  not  help  it." 

In  the  diagnosis  of  a  case  of  impulsive 
insanity  I  am  guided,  not  alone  by  one  act — 
homicide,  suicide,  arson,  or  any  other  isolat- 
ed fact — but  there  must  be  other  and  strong 
corroborative  evidences  of  antecedent  dis- 
ease. The  instinctive  action  may  be  mani- 
fested in  many  different  ways,  but  the  kind 
of  act  does  not  indicate  that  there  is  a 
special  variety  of  insanity  for  each  species 
of  action.  They  are  simply  symptomatic 
indications  of  one  disease,  affective  insan- 
ity. Thus  the  old  writers  treated  of 
homicidal  .  mania,  suicidal  mania,  eroto- 
mania, and  others,  indicative  of  special 
acts  of  violence  or  tendency  to  the  com- 
mission of  such  acts.  But  these  names 
indicate  only  that  the  acts  committed  con- 
stituted but  one  symptom  of  the  underlying 
disease,  emotional  insanitj^ — the  terms  af- 
fective and  emotional,  applied  to  insanity, 
being  synonymous.  The  essence  of  in- 
sanity is  a  want  of  will  power — an  inability 
to  control  the  acts. 

The  first  subdivision  of  Maudsley,  im- 
pulsive insanity,  is  that  in  which  the  indi- 
vidual, instead  of  haying  all  the  moral 
faculties  perverted,  has  a  morbid  derange- 
ment affecting  one  only,  or  a  few,  of  the 
sentiments  or  feelings. 

As.in  monomania  one  or  a  few  ideas  are 
deranged,  so  in  impulsive  insanity  there  is 
a  tendency,  a  propensity,  to  the  perform- 
ance of  one  act,  or  class  of  acts. 

Maudsley  cites  the  case  of  a  woman  who 
had  an  almost  irresistable  desire  to  bite  the 
arm  of  a  certain  baker  in  the  neighborhood. 
Not  to  bite  an  arm,  generally  speaking,  but 
the  arm  of  that  particular  individual.  This 
insane  propensity  became  so  strong  that  she 
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prevailed  upon  her  husband  to  offer  the 
baker  m€>ne3'  to  induce  him  to  allow  her  to 
gratif}'  her  strange  impulse. 

Another  case,  likewise,  is  quoted,  in  which 
a  woman  had  the  desire  to  eat  her  husband's 
flesh.  This  impulse  became  so  overpowering 
that  she  murdered  him,  ate  a  portion  of  the 
bod}^,  and  pickled  the  remainder,  that  she 
might  prolong  the  gratification  of  this  pecu- 
liar impulse  to  eat  a  good  husband  !  This  is 
an  instance  in  which  the  impulse  was  carried 
out  to  its  logical  sequence.  These  are  his- 
torical facts,  no  mere  figments  of  the  brain, 
or  pictures  of  an  overwrought  fancy. 

In  moral  insanity  there  is  a  diffused  affec- 
tion of  the  moral  faculties,,  thus,  in  the 
affective  group  it  corresponds  to  general 
mania  in  the  intellectual  group.  Impulsive 
insanit}^  being,  to  make  use  of  a  paradoxi- 
cal expression,  a  monomania  of  the  feelings. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  moral 
insanity  and  moral  depravity.  For  exam- 
ple :  The  entire  community  is  excited  over 
the  recent  robberies,  murders,  and  other 
acts  of  violence  committed  upon  the  ave- 
nues leading  to  our  cit}^  If  one  of  the 
miscreants,  who  has  been  doing  the  deeds 
of  lawlessness  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
should  be  captured  and  his  antecedent  his- 
tory investigated,  what  would  we  probably 
find?  We  should  expect  to  learn  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  great  criminal  class  ; 
that  his  family  had  been  depraved  before 
him ;  and  that  he  had  been  reared  under 
degrading  and  demoralizing  influences. 
There  would  be  no  question  of  insanit}^, 
moral  or  otherwise,  in  his  case. 

Let  us  suppose,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  individual  is  found,  on  investigation, 
to  be  a  man  whose  reputation  for  truth, 
honor  and  veracity  have  been  heretofore 
unquestioned  ;  that  he  has  held  positions  of 
trust  and  of  honor  in  the  community,  and 
is  known  and  respected  as  a  kind-hearted, 
charitable  gentleman  ;  what  then  would  be 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  courts,  juries, 
and  the  people  at  large  ?  One  verdict  alone 
could  be  found :     That  he  must  be  the  vic- 


tim of  disease  ;  that  he  was  undoubtedly 
insane.  For  crime  could  present  no  ade- 
quate motive  to  such  a  man  as  I  have 
described.  Such  acts  would  be  at  variance 
with  his  entire  previous  life  and  character, 
they  would  be  evidences  of  moral  insanity. 

Now,  before  I  dismiss  you,  I  would  once 
more  impress  upon  you  one  fact:  That 
insanity  of  the  most  dangerous  character 
exists  without  the  slightest  evidence  of  in- 
tellectual disturbance.  If  you  have  under- 
stood me  as  I  would  wish,  j^ou  will  not  be 
surprised  to  meet  patients  in  asylums  who 
will  discuss  the  political  situation  with  jovl 
in  a  most  intelligent  manner ;  who  play  a 
good  game  of  chess  ;  who  evince  high  liter- 
ary culture  and  still  are  the  most  dangerous 
of  lunatics  ;  who  are  under  the  dominion  of 
the  unconscious  life,  who  may  be  liable  to 
terrible,  destructive  impulses  which  make 
them  most  dangerous  members  of  society. 

A  man  needs  not  to  display  any  involv- 
ment  of  the  intellectual  faculties ;  his 
memory  and  judgment  may  seem  to  be 
sound  ;  he  ma}^  be  able  to  discuss  scientiflc 
subjects  with  great  acuteness,  yet  he  may 
be  one  whom  it  would  not  be  safe  to  turn 
loose  upon  the  communit}^ 

To  illustrate  what  I  have  said,  I  will  re- 
late a  case  which  is  now  under  treatment  at 
the  asylum.  The  3^oung  man  of  whom  I 
speak,  presents  mam^  points  upon  which  I 
have  insisted  in  this  lecture.  When  ad- 
mitted, last  Summer,  he  seemed  to  be  an 
example  of  the  purely  intellectual  variety 
of  insanity.  He  was  incoherent  and  was 
possessed  of  the  most  absurd  delusions  ;  so 
absurd  were  some  of  them,  that  the  other 
patients,  lunatics  of  the  most  pronounced 
t3^pe,  recognized  their  absurditj^  and  were 
much  amused  by  them.  As  this  state 
passed  awaj^  his  letters  became  interesting 
and  rational ;  he  lost  all  his  delusions  ;  and 
at  present,  I  def}^  any  one,  even  members 
of  his  own  familj^,  to  detect  the  slightest 
evidence  of  insanit}^  in  his  conversation. 
Why  not  liberate  him  ?  Wh}^  not  allow  him 
to   return   to   his   business?     Because    his 
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feelings  are  yet  abnormal.  There  is  still 
disease  in  his  brain.  Matters  have  not  j^et 
become  properly  adjusted.  We  must  keep 
him  until  he  regains  full  control  over  his 
actions,  until  his  volitional  powers  have  re- 
gained their  ascendancy.  The  intellectual 
disturbance  has  entirel}^  passed  awaj^,  but 
the  underlying  derangement  of  the  affective 
life  still  remains. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  again  advert  to 
the  fact  that  in  insanity  the  feelings  are 
always  first  affected,  and  that  it  is  through 
them  we  must  stud}^  all  collateral  phe- 
nomena. Where  an  insane  person  com- 
mits homicide,  suicide,  rape,  or  arson,  it  is 
the  result  of  some  serious  form  of  insanity  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  it  is  only  the  outcropping 
or  symptom  of  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
moral  nature,  and  delusions  are,  therefore, 
not  the  onl}'  evidence,  but  are  simpl}^  sj^mp- 
tomatic  of  ideational  insanity.  Overt  acts 
of  violence  indicate  a  morbid  condition  of 
feeling,  incoherent  words  a  morbid  condition 
of  thought.  Or,  to  make  it  plainer,  just 
as  insane  words  are  produced  by  insane 
thoughts^  so  are  insane  acts  produced  by 
insane  feelings. 

2106  Clark  avenue. 


A  CASE    OF  SUPPOSED   ABSCESS 
OF  THE  MEDIASTINUM. 


Intercostal   Perforation   on   the  Left  Side, 

Forming  an  Abscess  upon  the  Sternum; 

'    Secondary  Perforation  of  the  Left  Pleura. 


BY  JOS.  L.  BAUER,  M.  D.,  NEW^  HANOVER,  ILL. 


In  reporting  this  case,  my  sole  object  is 
to  report  the  clinical  facts  as  they  occurred. 
Were  I  egotistical,  I  should  endeavor  to 
substantiate  my  personal  views  upon  a 
pathological  stand-point.  But,  this  is  not 
my  object.  It  is  a  case  that  interested  me 
very  much,    and   will,    no  doubt,    interest 


others.  If  I  am  wrong  in  my  diagnosis,  it 
would  be  a  favor  to  me  for  any  other  pro- 
fessional gentlemen  to  comment  upon  it. 
I  merely  desire  information. 

CASE. 

Previous  History. — F.  W — ,  a  German, 
aged  fifty-seven,  has  suffered  for   a  number 
of    years   from   chronic   bronchitis.      Two 
years  ago  he  called  upon  me  for  aid.     By 
the  use  of  appropriate  medication  his  cough 
was  relieved  entirely.     Circumstances  forc- 
ing me  to  leave  my  present  location,    I  lost 
track  of  the  patient  for  a  few  years.     Hav- 
ing left  a  copy  of  the  prescription  used,  he 
informed  me,  that  the  disease  returned  with 
greater  violence,   but  that  my  prescription, 
had  the  desired  effect.     During  all  this  time 
he  had  comparatively  no  pain,  only  on  the 
exertion  consequent   upon  coughing.     Re- 
turning here  last  spring,  he  requested  me  to 
reexamine  him,  which  I  did.     Reassured  of 
my    correct   diagnosis,  I  administered  the 
same  remedy,   which  relieved  him  partially 
only.     During  the  summer  it  did  not  trouble 
him  to  a  great  extent.     During  the  ensuing 
fall,  he  was  seized  with  intermittent  fever, 
in  which  the  various  exacerbations  w^ere  not 
at  all  violent,  but  seemed   to  partake  of  a 
hectic   nature.      Being    ver}'    irascible,    he 
refused   to   take    any  medicine,  preferring 
nature  to  take  its  own  course.     Upon  the 
12th  of  November,  he  called  at  my  office  to 
be  relieved  of  a  violent  return  of  his  cough. 
During  his  previous  attacks  he  had  suffered 
little  from  fever,  but  upon  this  examination 
the  characteristic  hectic  flush  was  observed. 
I  advised  the  use  of  a  febrifuge,    which  he 
deprecated,  desiring  only  immediate  relief. 
I  prescribed  the  same  remedy  as  before.     I 
did  not  see  him  for  two  daj's.     On  the  15th 
of  November,  I  called  upon  him,  when  the 
following   facts    were    ascertained :     Pulse 
120  ;    temperature,  101  deg.  ;  difficult  res- 
piration ;    violent    coughing   with    mucous 
expectoration ;  the    heart  beat  was  labori- 
ous ;  no  pain ;  bowels  constipated,    urina- 
tion frequent,    with  a  sandy   deposit  from 
the  urine,    as  usually   accompanies  febrile 
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atfections  ;  violent  sciatica ;    his   face   pre- 
sented a  hectic  flush. 

Upon  percussion  and  auscultation,  I 
found  the  usual  accompaniments  of  bron- 
chitis, but  nothing  else. 

His   temperature  being  very   high,  I  di- 
rected the  use  of  quinine  and  iron,  with  an 
occasional  dose  of  morphia  to  relieve  rest- 
lesness,  directing  him,  at  the    same  time, 
to  continue  his   expectorant.     Next  morn- 
ing, I  was  surprised  to   hear  that  he   had 
called  upon  another  physician,  to  relieve  a 
very  acute  attack  of  pain  which  had  seized 
him  at  the   middle  of  the  sternum,    corres- 
ponding to  the  space  between  the  fifth  and 
sixth  ribs.     The  attending  physician  stated 
that  the  patient  was  attacked  shortly  after  I 
had  retired  the  previous  day  ;  averring  at  the 
same  time,  that  he   (the  patient)    ascribed 
it   to   percussion  during   my  examination. 
By  the  courtesy  of  the  attending  physician, 
I  was  allowed  to  visit  him,   when  the  same 
state  of  facts   presented  themselves,    with, 
however,  a  marked  decrease  of  the  cough. 
During  the  night  of  the  25th    and  26th  of 
November,  his  condition  grew  worse,  when 
by  the  advice  of  some  old  woman,  his'urine 
was   collected   and   sent  to  a   professional 
quack  in   your   city.     On  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, I  was  again  called  in  to  examine  a 
tumor  which  had  developed  itself  since  the 
evening  of  the  26th  and  the  morning  of  the 
27th.     Upon  examination,    I  found  it  in  a 
position  corresponding  to  that  of  the  severe 
pain  previously  described.     Its   length  was 
four   inches,    extending   laterally ;    with  a 
height   of  about  one  and  one-half  inches. 
Strange   to  say,  his  pain  had  disappeared 
entirely,  and  even  his  cough  had  lessened. 
He  having  strict  confidence  in  his   ' '  water 
doctor,"    I  was    forced  to   remain   passive 
until   the   4th  of    December.     During   the 
interval,    his    condition   changed    variably, 
according  to  the   severity  of  his  febrile  at- 
tacks.    B}^  advice  of  his  physician,  stimu- 
lation was  withheld  entirely,   he  being  fed 
alone  upon  an  expectorant  and   a  laxative. 
On  the  last  mentioned  day,   he  thought  he 


felt  some  pain  in  the  tumor,  and  desired  it 
to  be  opened.  He  concluded  to  submit  to 
my  views  in  their  entirety.  On  re-exam- 
ination, the  tumor  seemed  to  have  grown 
greatly,  but  upon  pressure  there  was  no 
pain.  Nevertheless  I  suggested  lancing, 
which  was  accordingly  performed.  For  the 
six  days  following  the  operation,  his  condi- 
tion materially  improved,  the  pus  that 
was.  exuding  was  strictly  laudable ;  his 
febrile  attacks  were  fewer  and  not  severe  ; 
the  pulse  was  synchronous  with  respiration 
and  heart-beat ;  appetite  fair ;  cough  not 
frequent,  expectoration  moderate.  No 
pathological  changes  to  be  detected  in  the 
heart,  lung,  or  the  pleurae,  and  their  cavi- 
ties ;  there  was,  however,  a  slight  disloca- 
tion of  the  heart  downwards.  During  the 
night  of  the  9th  and  10th  of  D^ecember,  a 
sudden  change  took  place.  He  was,  in 
fact,  septicsemic  ;  his  face  presented  marked 
hectic  flushes ;  tongue  furred  and  dry ; 
temperature  102  deg.,  pulse  102,  with  a 
distinct  absence  of  pulsation  upon  inspira- 
tion ;  upon  expiration  there  were  often  one, 
two  and  three  pulsations  ;  respiration  fre- 
quent, deglutition  difficult,  bowels  consti- 
pated. Upon  examining  the  wound,  it 
presented  a  seemingly  erysipelatous  ap- 
pearance, with  exudation  of  thin,  ichorous 
pus,  with  a  frequent  slough  of  what  ap- 
peared to  be  fibrous  tissue.  On  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  December,  I  noticed  that  the 
wound  was  sucking  and  expiring  air,  with 
forced  and  voluminous  gush  of  pus  upon 
expiration.  Percussion  and  auscultation 
revealed  a  collection  of  fluid  in  the  pleural 
cavity,  which  increased  as  the  circle  of  dull- 
ness indicated.  Deglutition  became  more 
difficult,  the  flow  of  pus  increased,  with  no 
change  of  character  ;  the  paradoxical  pulse 
still  evident.  His  condition  rapidl}'  grew 
worse,  all  the  symptoms  increased  in  their 
intensit}'  ;  the  septicsemic  condition  causing 
his  death  upon  the  16th  of  December.  One 
day  before  his  death  he  could  not  swallow 
at  all ;  and  a  marked  protrusion  of  the  ribs 
showed   a  large    collection  of  fluid   in  the 
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pleural  cavity.     No  post-mortem  examina- 
tion was  made. 

Owing  to  my  inability  to  procure  compe- 
tent authorit}^,  I  am  forced  to  give  my  own 
conclusions.  This  is  one  of  those  cases  in 
which  a  diagnosis  is,  if  not  impossible,  at 
least,  very  difficult.  Specialists  in  this 
particular  branch  of  medicine,  might  have 
detected  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  his  sickness ;  but,  the  general 
practitioner,  who  seldom  meets  with  such  ex- 
traordinary cases,  usually  fails  in  identify- 
ing their  seat.  And  the  question  naturally 
arises  :  Is  it  possible  to  detect  an  abscess 
of  the  mediastinum,  accompanied  by  such 
a  history,  and  evincing  such  symptoms? 
Let  us  see.  With  the  historj^,  as  already 
related,  of  chronic  bronchitis,  accompanied 
b}^  fever,  etc.,  etc.,  I  naturally  supposed 
that  this  chronic  condition  had  taken  a  sub- 
acute character.  That  the  fever  had  more 
of  a  pysemic  nature  than  the  usual  inflam- 
matory fever,  might  have  been  produced  by 
an  ulceration  in  the  tube,  and  was  not  nec- 
essarily complicated  by  an  abscess  of  any 
kind.  The  further  examination  merel}''  de- 
tected a  violent  bronchitis,  with  a  seeming 
difficulty  in  the  passage  of  air  through  the 
left  primary  bronchus.  •  The  pain  that  en- 
sued upon  percussion  over  the  sternum, 
was  not  given  much  attention,  owing 
to  the  irritable  and  imaginative  nature 
of  the  pati^it.  Whether  any  other  more 
potent  signs  of  the  abscess  showed 
themselves  subsequently,  I  can  not  tell. 
I  did  not  re-attend  him  until  the  ab- 
scess had  made  its  appearance  on  the  ster- 
num. Strange  to  say,  previous  to  the 
appearance  of  the  abscess,  there  was  exces- 
sive cough  with  a  large  amount  of  mucous 
expectoration ;  when  the  abscess  was 
opened,  the  cough  became  less  frequent 
and  not  so  violent.  This  was  no  doubt 
due  to  the  relief  from  the  pressure  of  the 
abscess  upon  the  bronchii. 

The  sudden  change  in  the  character  of 
the  pus  was  due  to  depleted  nutrition,  the 
patient  not  receiving  any  stimulus  whilst  in 


the  hands  of  his  "  water  doctor."  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  depleted  most  successfully 
by  the  artificial  production  of  diuresis  and 
catharsis.  ,  I  am  unable  to  explain  the  para- 
doxical pulse. 

The  producing  cause  of  this  disease  can 
only  be  supposed,  as  no  post  mortem  exam- 
ination was  allowed.  In  my  opinion,  it 
bears  a  striking  analogy  to  the  results  con- 
sequent upon  an  embolus  forming  in  the 
pulmonary  artery,  and  the  resultant  metas- 
tatic condition.  It  would  seem  that  an 
embolus,  so  to  speak,  of  the  bronchus  had 
occurred  with  a  corresponding  result. 
These  are  all,  of  course,  vague  pathologi- 
cal surmises  of  my  own,  and  may  be 
doubted  by  wiser  heads  than  mine.  Lim- 
ited experience  and  study  of  pathology, 
forces  me  to  withhold  any  guess  work. 


^. 


OJSr  TREMBLING  IN  PARKINSONS 

DISEASE    (PARALYSIS 

AGITANS). 


Charcots  Lecture  at  the  Salpetriere  Hospital, 


REPORTED    BY  BOURNEVILLE. 


(Translated  for  the  Clinical  Record.) 

M.  Charcot  devoted  a  good  part  of  his 
lecture  of  Nov.  19th  to  paralysis  agitans, 
insisting  more  particularly  upon  different 
points  in  the  history  of  that  disease. 

I.  In  the  first  place,  M.  Charcot  proceed- 
ed to  show  that  the  term  paralysis  agitans 
is  not  appropriate.  In  fact,  it  is  paradoxical 
to  give  the  name  of  paralysis  to  an  affec- 
tion in  which  the  muscular  strength  is  pre- 
served intact  for  long  periods.  The  word 
"paralysis,"  besides  not  being  justified, 
has  the  further  inconvenience  attached  to 
it,  that  it  alarms  the  patients,  leading  them 
to  imagine  that  they  are  suffering  from  some 
grave  organic  lesion,  while,  in  reality,  no 
one  has  ever  discovered  any  serious  or  con- 
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stant  alteration,  up  to  this  time,  although 
the  most  careful  microscopic  examinations 
have  been  made. 

The  qualificative  "  agitans"  added  to  the 
term  "paralysis,"  in  inexact  as  well — at 
least  when  applied  to  certain  forms,  which 
are,  nevertheless,  well  marked ;  trembling 
ma}'  be  wanting,  jet  the  diagnosis  may  be 
rigorously  established. 

These  considerations  have  led  M.  Char- 
cot to  propose  calling  this  affectien  ' '  Park- 
inson's Disease,"  after  the  name  of  the 
English  physician  who,  in  1817,  first  called 
serious  attention  to  this  affection. 

II.  It  is  well  known  that  to  M.  Charcot 
belongs  the  merit  of  having  clearly  separ- 
ated paral3^sis  agitans  from  another  ver}^ 
interesting  affection,  insular  sclerosis.  We 
know  the  minute  description  of  it  which  he 
has  given,  the  faithfulness  of  which  his 
auditors  have  been  able  to  verify  each  year 
by  the  direct  examination  of  patients  thus 
afflicted.  However,  it  would  appear  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  carry  conviction  to 
every  mind,  his  assertions,  particularly  in 
relation  to  the  characters  of  the  trembling 
of  the  head,  having  been  contested. 

According  to  M.  Charcot,  in  Parkinson's 
disease,  the  trembling  most  commonly  be- 
gins in  one  of  the  limbs  and  becomes  gen- 
eralized gradually,  '•  always,  however,  re- 
specting the  head."  * 

in  another  place  in  his  "Lectures,"  he 
repeats  that,  as  a  rule,  the  head  and  neck 
remain  intact.    {Loc.  cit.  p.  154). 

Further  on,  finally,  when  comparing  the 
trembling  of  insular  sclerosis  with  that  of 
paralysis  agitans,  he  thus  expresses  himself 
on  this  point,  in  relation  to  two  women 
affected  with  the  latter  disease  : 

"  You  will  observe,  besides,  that  in  them 
the  head  does  not  participate  in  the  tremb- 
ling, or,  if  it  appears  to  be  shaken  by  the 
oscillations,  that  the  latter  are  evidently 
communicated  to  it ;  there  is  a  transmission 
of  the   shakings  of  which   the   body   and 


*Lecons  siir  les  maladies  du  systeme  nerveux.    1st 
edition,  p    145. 


limbs  are  the  seat.  The  absence  of  tremb- 
ling of  the  head,  appears  to  me,  to  be  an 
almost  constant  condition  in  paralysis  agi- 
tans" (Loc.  cit.  p.  203). 

This  opinion  of  M.  Charcot  is  thus  ex- 
pressed in  a  formal  manner.  Some  physi- 
cians have  disputed  the  reality  of  this,  and 
have  advanced  the  opinion  that  ' '  the  rhyth- 
mical oscillations,  in  certain  cases  of  paraly- 
sis agitans,  extend  equally  to  the  cephalic 
extremity  (vide  Mouv.  Med.  Mail."  Now, 
in  paral3'sis  agitans,  the  movements  which 
affect  the  head  are  communicated  to  it  from 
the  trunk.  M.  Charcot  compares  this  phe- 
nomenon of  transmission  to  that  of  the 
equestrian  who  submits  to  the  movements 
which  are  communicated  to  him  from  his 
steed. 

In  order  to  prove  that  this  explanation  is 
the  true  one,  M.  Charcot  conceived  the  idea 
of  placing  upon  his  patients'  head,  and 
perpendicularly  to  the  forehead,  a  small 
stick  terminating  in  a  feather  ;  each  of  his 
assistants  ascertained  in  several  cases  of 
Parkinson's  disease,  that  when  the  patients 
were  free  the  feather  was  incessantly  in 
motion;  but  if,  by  some  artifice,  e.  g.,  by 
strongly  raising  the  trunk  and  arms,  the 
movements  of  the  upper  extremities  were 
arrested,  that  at  the  same  time  those  of  the 
head  were  also  suspended,  and  the  feather 
became  motionless.  Hence  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  opinion  promulgated  by  M.. 
Charcot  is  rigorously  exact,  that,  as  a  rule^ 
the  head  does  not  tremble,  at  least  b}'  itself.. 

III.  Another  point,  strongly  insisted 
upon  bjT-  M.  Charcot,  is  that  trembling, 
is  not  of  necessit}'  a  symptom  of  Parkin- 
son's disease.  In  fact,  there  is  a  variety  of 
this  disease,  "  the  latent  form,"  par  excel- 
lence, to  employ  M.  Charcot's  expression ;. 
in  which  the  trembling  is  so  slight  that  it  is. 
not  noticed  by  the  patient,  or  it  appears 
only  after  three  or  four  j^ears,  or  it  ma}'  be 
wanting  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
affection. 

In  the  first  edition  of  his  ' '  Lectures  "^ 
M.   Charcot    has   already   spoken   of   this 
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latent  form.  He  briefly  reported  the  his- 
tory of  a  patient  in  his  private  practice,  and 
we  recorded,  in  a  note,  a  case  in  his  service 
at  the  Salpetriere,  named  Gruill  *  *  *  ^ 
in  whom  trembling  did  not  appear  until 
•  four  years  after  the  onset  of  the  disease. 
M.  Charcot  recalled  these  facts  and,  be- 
sides, added  two  other  cases  which  he  allows 
us  to  put  on  record  : 

Case  I.— Damp  dwelling.  Frontal  neu- 
ralgia (?),  weakness  of  the  left  thumb,  then 
of  the  right  hand.  Slowness  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  case.  General  attitude.  Phys- 
iognom}^  Propulsion.  Desire  to  move 
about.  Sensation  of  heat.  Limitation  of 
the  trembling,  which  remained  unperceived 
by  the  patient.  Characteristics  of  the 
handwriting.      (Charcot's  case). 

M.  R ,  partner  in  a  large  upholstery 

house  in  Paris,  aged  forty-seven  j^ears,  pre- 
sented himself  at  my  office  in  December, 
1868.  He  told  me  that  for  many  3^ears  he 
had  remained  during  each  entire  day  in  a 
damp  office.  But  he  particularly  insisted 
upon  the  great  anno^^ance  which  he  had  in- 
cessantly experienced  since  he  became  a 
partner,  as  a  cause  which,  in  his  opinion, 
should  be  considered  as  developing  the  dis- 
ease from  which  he  suffered. 

Four   years  ago,  M.  R suffered  for 

two  or  three  months  from  a  very  acute  pain 
situated  at  the  root  of  the  nose  on  the  left 
side  of  the  forehead.  The  pain  came  on  in 
paroxysms,  often  accompanied  by  intense 
redness  of  the  left  ear.  It  ended,  he  said, 
by  a  nasal  catarrh  aflfecting  the  left  side  of 
the  nose.  Twelve  or  fifteen  years  before,  he 
had  had  several  attacks  of  acute  articular 
rheumatism,  which  had  at  no  time  been 
severe  enough  to  constitute  a  true  sickness. 

It  was  a  short  time  after  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  frontal  neuralgia  (?)  that  the 
present  disease  made  its  appearance.  The 
first  symptom  noticed  appears  to  have  been 

what  M.  R called  a  weakness  of  the 

left  thumb.  It  was  first  noticed  when  play- 
ing cards  ;  he  felt  some  difficulty  in  holding 
his  "hand"  with  that   member.     Little  by 


little,  the  hand,  then  the  fore- arm,  and,, 
finally,  the  entire  limb  became  weak.  At 
no  time  was  there  experienced,  in  any  of 
these  parts,  any  tingling,  numbness,  nor 
pain  of  any  kind.  The  right  hand  was  at- 
tacked at  a  later  date  in  the  same  way  ;  then 

M.  R found  that  he  could  write  only 

slowly  and  painfully.  Although  the  writing 
remained  regular,  the  characters  traced 
were  so  small  that  it  was  necessary  to  use  a 
lens  in  order  to  read  them  legibly.  At  last 
the  lower  extremities  became  enfeebled. 

When  the  patient  first  entered  my  office^ 
I  was  struck  at  once  with  the  slowness  of 
his  walk,  and,  in  general,  of  all  his  move- 
ments. His  attitude  and  countenance,, 
equally,  presented  something  which'  was 
very  characteristic.  Either  walking  or  sit- 
ting, he  held  himself  all  in  one  piece,  one 
would  sa}^  all  his  joints  had  been  welded 
together.  The  head  was  inclined  slightly 
forward  ;  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  turn 
it  quickly  to  either  side.  The  gaze  was 
fixed  ;  the  features  without  mobility.  They 
expressed  stupor  and  sadness  to  some  ex- 
tent. Mr.  R — —  could  onlj;  with  great 
difficulty  produce  a  grimace.  The  face 
showed  a  singular  pallor,  as  if  covered  with 
a  mask.  Delivery  was  particularly  slow  ; 
each  word  costing  an  effort,  the  least  con- 
versation producing  fatigue.  There  was 
also  some  embarrassment  in  the  articulation 
of  words. 

]yx.  R walked  with  the  body  inclined 

forward,  he  progressed  by  short  steps  ;  all 
his  limbs,  superior  and  inferior  alike,  were 
rigid  and  semi-flexed.  He  felt,  at  times,  a 
certain  tendency  to  propulsion,  that  is  to- 
say,  he  found  himself  obliged  to  walk  faster 
than  he  wished. 

He  experienced  an  incessant  desire  to 
change  his  position  ;  when  he  was  seated  he 
desired  to  rise,  when,  scarcely  arisen  he 
wished  to  sit  again.  In  a  word,  as  he  said, 
he  was  comfortable  in  no  position.  This  . 
was  especially  marked  at  night  when  in  bed  : 
the  members  would  hardly  have  taken  a 
position  which  seemed  favorable  to  repose, 
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when  he  had  to  change  it,  on  account  of  the 
feeling  of  painful  fatigue,  of  which  they 
became  the  seat. 

Aside  from  this  sensation  of  fatigue  and 
of  heaviness  which  exists,  so  to  say,  in  the 
members  permanently,  to  some  extent ;  we 

are  unable  to  find  in  M.  R any   other 

trouble  of  sensibility,  no  anaesthesia,  no 
hj'persesthesia,  onl3^  from  time  to  time, 
principally  at  night,  a  feeling  of  warmth, 
which  causes  him  to  uncover  himself.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  months  quite  marked  gen- 
eral emaciation  has  supervened,  but  there 
was  no  trace  of  any  partial  SitYophy.  Be- 
sides this  there  was  no  disorder  of  his  gen- 
eral health  noted. 

While  I  was  examining  M.  R ,  I  per- 
ceived that,  at  intervals,  his  left  hand,  rest- 
ing upon  the  corresponding  knee,  was  agi- 
tated by  a  slight  trembling.  This  I  caused 
him  to  notice.  He  appeared  astonished  at 
it,  and  again  assured  me  that  he  had  never 
remarked,  in  any  portion  of  his  frame,  the 
slightest  trace  of  tremor.  "  My  whole  dis- 
ease," said  he,  "  appears  to  me  to  consist 
in  this  :  that  my  will,  which  is  as  strong  as 
ever,  is  no  longer  heeded  by  my  muscles, 
or  only  slowly  and  tardily." 

I  am  certain  that  the  left  hand  was  the 
only  part  which  was  affected  bj^  the  tremb- 
ling in  question.    I  asked  M.  R to  take 

a  pen  in  his  right  hand  and  wTite  a  few 
words.  He  traced  slowly,  but  firmly, 
some  regular  characters,  but  so  fine 
that,  in  truth,  as  I  have  already  said, 
they  could  scarcely  be  deciphered  by  the 
naked  eye. 

The  hands  presented  no  permanent  de- 
formity, but  the  fingers  took,  easily  and 
without  the  consciousness  of  the  patient, 
i;he  peculiar  position  assumed  when  the  pen 
is  held  in  writing. 

At  a  period  when-  all  the  other  characters 
assigned  by  M.  Charcot  to  paralj^sis  agitans 

were  presented  by  M.  R ,  the  trembling 

alone — what  some  authors  hold  to  be  an 
essential  feature  of  the  disease — was,  at  the 
most,  very  slightly  marked,  for  it  had  until 


then  escaped  the  patient's  notice.  Besides, 
it  was  of  recent  date,  while  the  disease  had 
existed — with  all  its  other  symptoms — for 
four  years.  The  second  case  is  not  less 
demonstrative  : 

Case  II. — Acute  articular  rheumatism. 
Uneasiness.  Muscular  pains  and  rigidity. 
Driveling.  General  attitude.  Slowness  of 
the  walk.  Lateropulsion.  Appearance  of 
the  countenance.  Normal  handwriting. 
Complete  absence  of  trembling.  (Case 
communicated  by  M.  Charcot)  : 

Madam  G ,  aged  about  forty  years,  is 

attached  to  a  well-known  hydro-therapeutic 
establishment,  with  the  title  of  professor  of 
gymnastics. 

Twenty  years  ago  she  had  an  attack  of 
acute  articular  rheumatism ;  a  little  later, 
she  had  typhoid  fever,  which  appears  to 
have  been  quite  severe,  finally  she  had 
pneumonia. 

Shortly"  after  the  war,  she  began  to  experi- 
ence certain  uncomfortable  feelings,  which 
can  scarcely  be  described ;  she  was  less 
sprightly,  she  felt  stiff,  incapable  of  execut- 
ing quick  movements,  and  was,  conse- 
quentl}^  hindered  much  in  her  exercises. 
One  day,  when  mounting  a  ladder,  she  felt 
a  sharp  pain  in  the  left  leg  with  irritation 
of  the  toes.  These  painful  cramps  are  still 
reproduced,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  same 
member.  Dull  pains,  accompanied  by  mus- 
cular rigidity  are  then  felt,  and  are  still 
felt,  at  the  nucha,  in  the  loins,  and,  some- 
times, in  the  shoulders. 

Six  months  ago  the  patient  noticed  that 
a  large  quantity  of  saliva  involuntarily 
flowed  from  her  mouth.  This  phenomenon 
became  modified,  after  some  weeks,  under 
appropriate  treatment  (4  or  5  milligrammes 
per  day  of  h3^asc3^ amine  in  pill :  6-10  to 
7-10  gr.) 

At  the  present  time  Mme.  G.'s  attitude 
is  peculiarly  rigid  and,  so  to  speak, 
starched.  The  walk  is  slow  and  painful; 
starting  is  especially  difficult  and  preceded 
by  a  period  of  hesitation.  There  is  no 
tendency  to  propulsion  or  to  retropulsion. 
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but,  occasional!}^,  she  feels  herself  irresist- 
ably  drawn  toward  the  left  side. 

In  repose,  as  during  walking,  the  head 
remains  immovable  and  slightly  flexed. 
The  features  are  inert,  the  eyes  fixed,  and 
the  mouth  tightly  closed.  Words  are  ut- 
tered slowly,  are  fully  articulated  and  have 
a  slightly  nasal  quality. 

The  arms,  which  hang  alongside  of  the 
body,  are  slightl}^  rigid  in  semiflexion. 
The  fingers  are  slightl}^  closed,  the  wrists 
somewhat  extended  ;  the  will  can  modify 
these  positions,  but  not  without  effort. 

There  does  not  exist  the  slightest  trace 
of  trembling,  not  even  in  the  hands.  The 
patient  is  able  to  write  still,  a  very  fine 
hand  but  very  legible  ;  the  characters  pre- 
senting no  signs  of  tremulousness  even 
when  examined  with  a  lens.  These  charac- 
ters are  traced  slowly  and  painfully,  it  tak- 
ing her  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  in 
my  presence,  to  write  half  a  score  of  words. 

Although,  properly  speaking,  there  is  no 
trembling  of  the  hands,  as  we  have  seen, 
yet  it  should  be  said,  that  when  performing 
certain  acts,  such  as  taking  a  handkerchief 
from  the  pocket,  the  fingers  are  sometimes 
affected  with  rhythmical  starts,  but  they  are 
very  transient. 

Except  the  trembling,  which  is  complete- 
ly wanting,  we  shall  find  that  Mme.  G 


presents'  all  the  symptoms  of  Parkinson's 
disease.  The  general  appearance  of  this 
lady,  more,  perhaps,  than  in  the  case  of  M. 

K 5  accounts   to  us  for  a  singular  error 

in  diagnosis  which  is  sometimes  committed. 
By  reason  of  the  stiff"  attitude  of  these  pa- 
tients, the  hindrance  to  their  movements, 
which  become  extremely  slow  ;  because  of 
the  immobility  of  the  features,  which  re- 
semble those  of  a  waxen  mask,  and  im- 
presses a  stamp  of  hebitude  upon  the 
countenance  ;  because  also  of  the  involun- 
tary flow  of  the  saliva  and  of  the  embar- 
rassment of  speech,  it  has  been  supposed, 
under  such  circumstances,  in  several  cases, 
that  softening  of  the  brain  was  the  aflfection 
present.      This    has    occurred    principally 


when  the  rigidity  was  especially  well  marked 
in  the  members  of  one  side  only.  This  is 
an  absolute  error ;  in  Parkinson's  disease, 
of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  the  intellect- 
ual faculties  remain  intact.  M.  Charcot 
never  misses  an  occasion  of  pointing  out 
this  integrity  of  the  intelligence  which  ordi- 
narily persists  to  the  end. 

From  the  details  into  which  M.  Charcot 
entered,  and  which  we  have  succinctly  an- 
alyzed— from  the  cases  which  he  has  cited 
— it  appears  to  us  as  indisputable  : 

First,  That  the  trembling  of  the  head, 
which  is  sometimes  seen  in  Parkinson's  dis- 
ease, is  a  transmitted  trembling,  differing 
thus  from  that  which  occurs  in  insular 
sclerosis. 

Second,  That  there  exists  a  form  of  this 
disease  in  which  trembling  does  not  make 
its  appearance,  or,  at  least,  does  not  mani- 
fest itself  until  late,  after  the  disease  has 
been  fully  established  for  years. — Le  Pro- 
gres  Medical,  Dec.  2,  '76.  w.  b.  h. 


Causes  of  the  Recent  Increase  of  Ine- 
briety IN  America. — Dr.  George  M.  Beard 
addressed  the  American  Association  for  the 
Cure  of  Inebriates  upon  this  subject  at  the 
annual  meeting,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  26, 
1876.  We  select  the  following  extracts 
from  the  address,  published  in  full  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Inebriety,  for  De- 
cember, 1876  : 

The  habit  of  drinking  to  intoxication  is 
partly  a  vice,  and  partl}^  a  disease.  Drunk- 
enness, as  a  vice,  is  ver}'  old  indeed ;  it 
seems  to  have  always  existed  wherever  the 
materials  were  accessible.  Drunkenness  as 
a  disease,  inebriety,  has  been  recognized 
but  recentl}',  and  it  appears  to  be  especially 
and  increasingl}^  frequent  in  this  country. 

He  who  drinks  to  intoxication  for  the  fun 
of  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  pleasure  it  gives, 
or  to  drive  dull  care  away,  is  vicious.  He 
who  drinks  because  he  can  not  help  drink- 
ing, who  is  borne  on  against  his  wishes  and 
strivings  b}^  an  irresistable  impulse,  is  dis- 
eased.    *      *      *      *      *     In  a  word,  ine- 
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briet}'  is  n  neurosis — a  functional  disease  of 
the  nervous  system — and  should  be  treated 
on  the  same  principles  as  other  and  allied 
nervous  diseases. 

There  are  two  prominent  features  of  ine- 
briet}'  that  especially  ally  it  to  the  neuroses 
— its    hereditar}'^  character  and  its  period- 
icity.    It  is  a  malad}'  that  ma}^  be  inher- 
ited ;  it  descends  from  father  and  mother  to 
daughter  and  son,  and,  like  other  maladies, 
it  is,   when   hereditar}^   all   the   harder  to 
combat ;  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  in- 
heritance,   it  may   take  the  place  of  other 
disorders,  and  may,   in  turn,  lead  to  them. 
******     The  periodicit}^  of 
inebriet}"  is  fully  as  marked  as  that  of  neu- 
ralgia.    Do  we  not  all  know  of  persons, 
who,  at  regular  periods,  every  month  or  six 
weeks,    or   perhaps    even   less   frequently, 
suffer  from  attacks  of  inebriety,   and  who, 
during  all  the  intervals,   are  entirely   sober 
and   sane?     What   is   more   significant  is, 
that  during  these  intervals  they  may  not  be 
even  tempted  by  the  presence  of  alcohol. 
*     *     *     *   Many  who  are  subject  to  these 
attacks  clearl}-  recognize  their  true  nature  ; 
they  expect  and  prepare  for  them,  just  as 
for  an  attack  of  ague,  or  tic-douloureux." 
Di;.  Beard  disputes  the  assertion  that  in- 
temperance   and  rum-drinking  are   on   the 
increase  among  us.     He  says:     '-The  re- 
ality is  that  there  never  was  a  time,  in  the 
history  of  our  race,  when,   in  proportion  to 
the  population,  there  was  so  little  intemper- 
ance and  so  little  drinking  among  the  higher 
classes,  as  to-day.    *****    Absti- 
nence,   total  or   comparative,   has  been  of 
late  years  forced  upon  us  b}^  the  necessities 
of   the  nervous    sj^stem  ;  we  can  not  bear 
alcohol    as  our   fathers    could."      "  Tem- 
perance,   indeed,    is    mostly    a    nineteenth 
century  virtue,   and  the  vice  of  intemper- 
ance is  a  survival  of  savager}^  in  civiliza- 
tion." 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  injurious  effects 
of  adulteration  of  liquors,  he  saj^s  that  the 
adulterations  detected  b}^  analysis  are  com- 
paratively harmless,  so  far  as  their  effects 
upon  the  nervous  S3^stem  are  concerned^ 
It  is  through  the  alcohol,  and  not  the 
adulterations,  that  excessive  drinking  in- 
jures. 

"Drunkenness,  as  a  vice,  among  the  bet- 
ter classes  of  civilized  lands,  is  then  de- 
creasing, while  drunkenness,  as  a  disease, 
inebriety,  is  increasing." 

He  claims  that  inebriety  has  increased 
for  the  same  reasons  that  other  and  allied 


nervous  diseases  have  increased,   and  pari 
passu  with  them. 

He  enters  at  length  into  a  discussion  of 
the  causes  of  the  increase  of  nervous  affec- 
tions with  advancing  civilization.  Over-use 
of  au}^  organ  or  part  of  the  body  is  liable 
to  induce  special  diseases  of  that  organ  or 
part,  and  the  nervous  sj^stem  is  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  "The  modern  inventions  : 
the  printing-press,  the  steam-engine  and 
the  telegraph,  give  to  our  civilization  a 
character  without  precedent,  making  it  pos- 
sible to  concentrate  an  enormous  quantity 
and  intense  quality  of  work  in  a  short  time. 
The  enormous  and  perpetually  recurring' 
excitements  of  politics  and  religion,  the 
stress  and  fever  of  endless  elections  and 
revivals,  add  their  influence  to  that  of  the 
seriousness  and  intensity  which  characterize 
modern  thought."  "Diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  freedom  are  followed  by  diffusion  of 
care  and  responsibility ;  in  America  every 
man  is  king,  and  bears  the  burden  of  the 
republic."  The  modern  means  of  conveying 
news  of  what  occurs  in  every  part  of  the 
globe  are  such,  that  our  emotions  are  being 
continually  excited  ;  "  every  man  must  feel 
the  sorrows  of  every  other  man." 

The  mental  activity  of  woman,  in  modern 
times  is  next  considered.  "  The  American 
mother  is  not  only  the  acknowledged  queen 
of  society,  but  also  aims  to  lead,  and  often- 
times with  the  highest  success,  in  literature, 
on  the  platform,  in  the  pulpit,  in  philan- 
thropy and  reform,  and  in  the  practice  of 
the  medical  art." 

' '  The  offspring  of  those  whose  brains  are 
thus  kept  in  constant  activity  must  be 
affected  for  better  or  for  worse,  sometimes 
in  both  ways.  *  *  *  *  These  con- 
trasts make  clear,  and  bring  into  strong 
relief  the  fact,  that  in  every  direction  the 
modern  brain  is  more  heavily  taxed  than, 
the  ancient.  In  accordance  with  all  analo- 
gies, therefore,  nervous  sensitiveness  and 
nervous  diseases  ought  to  increase  with  the 
progress  of  modern  civilization  ;  and  ine- 
briety being  a  nervous  disease  would  natur- 
ally be  more  abundant  in  the  present  than 
in  the  last  century." 

To  the  objection  that  the  capacity  of  the 
brain  for  work,  and  of  the  nerves  for  endur- 
ance, would  grow  with  the  growth  of  cul- 
ture ;  he  replies  that  "  up  to  a  certain  point, 
work  develops  capacity  for  work,  but  there 
are  limitations  of  development  which  can 
not  be  passed.  The  capacity  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  for  sustained  work  and  worry 
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has  not  increased  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
mands for  work  and  worr}^  that  are  made 
upon  it." 

That  nervous  disorders,  including  ine- 
briety, have  increased  with  the  advance  of 
civilization,  he  proceeds  to  prove  by  several 
methods  : 

1.  By  comparing  the  higher  and  lower 
classes  of  the  present  day. 

' '  The  race  does  not  advance  with  uniform 
step,  and  those  that  are  in  the  rear  are  very 
far  in  the  rear.  A  great  city  like  New 
York  covers  about  an  equal  amount  of  civil- 
ization and  semi-bararism.  The  so-called 
lower  classes  in  this  countr}^,  and  in  Eng- 
land, are  in  much  the  same  state  as  the 
higher  classes  a  century  or  more  ago.  We 
have,  therefore,  right  at  our  very  doors, 
materials  for  a  study  of  the  effect  of  modern 
civilization  on  the  nervous  system  ;  it  is  as 
though  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  cen- 
turies were  side  by  side."  He  has  found 
that  functional  nervous  affections,  like  neu- 
ralgia, sick-headache,  hay -fever  and  hys- 
teria (ps3'Chical  variety)  are  very  rare 
among  the  lower  classes ;  when  found 
among  them,  the}^  are  mostly  to  be  found 
a,mong  the  women.  Also,  that  the  vice  of 
drunkenness,  is  ver}^  prevalent  among  them  ; 
not  so  the  disease,  inebriety. 

2.  "A  comparison  of  the  present  time 
with  a  quarter  or  half  a  century  ago". 

He  finds  that  nervous  sensitiveness  gen- 
erall}',  has  increased  ;  that  our  fathers  were 
not  affected  by  extremes  of  temperature  as 
we  are  ;  that  the  coarser  articles  of  diet, 
like  pork,  etc.,  were  better  borne;  that 
opium  was  well  borne,  while  the  more  sen- 
sitive modern  requires  the  bromides  and 
-ghloral  in  place  of  it,  for  producing  sleep  ; 
and  that  idiosyncracies  in  the  direction  of 
-certain  substances  are  far  more  common 
now  than  then. 

3.  By  a  comparison  of  the  present  time 
with  the  middle  ages,  and  the  few  centuries 
preceding  the  nineteenth  centurj^ 

The  functional  nervous  affections  were 
represented  by  chorea  and  epidemics  of  the 
emotional  type  of  hysteria.  He  considers 
the  evidence  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  the  insane,  in  recent  periods,  to 
be  overwhelmingly  in  its  favor. 

4.  By  comparing  the  nervous  status  of 
the  women  of  our  time  with  that  of  her  sex 
in  past  times. 

' '  The  infinite  array  of  aches  and  pains 
that  follow  in  the  path  of  the  modern 
woman  needs  no  statistics  to  prove  its  pres- 


ence, even  if  statistics  could  be  obtained. 
The  diminution  in  the  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation in  the  better  classes  of  American 
society  is  another  fact  to  be  noted.  Also 
that  female  inebriates  are  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon. The  climate  of  this  country,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
sections,  bears  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
nervousness  which  characterizes  a  large 
proportion  of  the  better  classes.  The  re- 
markable dryness  of  the  atmosphere  and 
the  rapid  alternations  of  extreme  heat  and 
extreme  cold,  doubtless  have  much  to  do  in 
causing  nervous  exhaustion.  This  state  of 
affairs  progressively  diminishes  as  one  goes 
south.  Functional  nervous  disorders  like- 
wise diminish  as  the  Gulf  is  approached. 

He  claims  that  sensitiveness  of  the  nerv- 
ous system  is  an  aid  to  longevity,  and  that 
brain- workers  are,  as  a  rule,  longer-lived 
than  the  muscle- workers.  "Probably  no 
great  class  of  people  in  the  world  live 
longer  than  the  professional  and  business 
men  of  America — the  very  class  among 
whom  these  nervous  disorders  are  so  often 
found,  the  class  that  supplies  the  victims 
for  our  inebriate  asylums.  ***** 
Notably  in  our  country,  where  nervous 
sensitiveness  is  seen  in  its  extreme  mani- 
festations, the  majority  of  brain-workers 
are  not  safe  so  long  as  they  are  in  the  habit 
of  even  moderate  drinking." 

Our  abstract  has  already  reached  greater 
proportions  than  we  at  first  intended.  We 
ean  only  refer  our  Teaders  to  the  entire 
article,  which  will  well  repay  perusal  and 
study. 

Syphilitic  Phthisis. — The  eminent  syph- 
ilographer,  M.  Fournier,  publishes  an  ex- 
tended lecture  on  the  pathology  and  clinical 
features  of  syphilitic  phthisis,  in  the  Gazette 
Hobdom.  de  Med.  et  de  GMr.  for  Nov.  and 
Dec.  1875,  which  appears  in  abstract  in  the 
London  Medical  Record,  J^ly  15,  1876  : 

Syphilis  can  affect  the  lung  in  two  distinct 
modes ;  first,  directly  producing  specific 
lesions,  as,  for  instance,  gummata  and  the 
like  ;  secondly,  as  a  generally  predisposing 
cause  of  phthisis,  acting  in  the  same  way 
as  insnfficient  food  and  bad  air. 

S3'philitic  lesions  of  the  lungs  are  rare, 
but  not  so  rare  as  has  been  supposed. 
They  generallj'^  accompany  the  tertiary  form, 
although  they  have  been  met  with  in  the 
foetus.  They  are  of  two  varieties :  first, 
simple     h^'^perplasia ;     second,     gummata. 
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The  first  is  of  little  importance  ;  the  second 
is  distinguished  from  tubercle  b}^  the  follow- 
ing anatomical  characters  : 

1.  From  situation. — Tubercle  usuall}'  at- 
tacks (in  process  of  time)  both  lungs,  and 
and  as  a  rule,  the  upper  lobes.  Gummata 
are  limited  to  one  lung,  and  may  be  ^Situated 
in  an}'  portion  of  it. 

2.  Number. — Gummata  are  few,  and,  as 
a  rule,  solitary.  Tubercle,  sooner  or  later, 
becomes  confluent. 

3.  Size. — Gummata  are  larger  than  tuber- 
cles, and  never  miliar}'  in  form. 

4.  Color. — Gummata  are  always  white  or 
3^ellow,  and  never  semi-transparent,  like 
miliar}^  tubercle. 

5.  Consistency. — Until  softening  takes 
place,  the  gumma  is  of  more  equal  consist- 
ence than  tubercle,  and  when  it  softens  it 
does  not  break  down  as  completely  on  ac- 
count of  its  fibrous  shell.  Microscopically, 
no  absolute  distinguishing  features  exist 
between  tubercle  and  gumma. 

The  physical  signs  are  negative,  except 
the  gummata  are  superficially  situated ; 
hsemoptj'^sis  may  be  present.  The  course 
of  the  disease  is  generally  slow.  Some- 
times no  special  symptoms  develop  them- 
selves, and  the  deposit  may  not  be  sus- 
pected during  life,  onl}^  made  evident  at  the 
autopsy.  The  prognosis  depends  on  the 
extent  of  the  lesions  and  the  influence  of 
treatment.  The  diagnosis  is  very  diflOicult. 
A  remarkable  tolerance  by  the  sj^stem  of  the 
lesions  and  the  slow  rate  of  the  progress  of 
the  disease  are  important  points  in  forming 
the  diagnosis.  The  application  of  specific 
treatment  is  most  conclusive. 

This  treatment  consists  of  iodide  of 
potassium,  from  two  to  four,  five,  and  even 
six  grammes  (31  to  62,  77  or  92  grains) 
dail}',  and  small  quantities  of  mercury  in- 
troduced by  friction  through  the  skin,  as 
the  method  least  likely  to  disturb  the 
digestive  and  nutritive  powers.  Locally., 
M.  Fournier  recommends  flying  blisters, 
cupping  glasses,  and  painting  with  tinc- 
ture of  iodine,  and  generally.,  cod-liver 
oil,  bark,  iron,  mineral  waters,  and  hj^dro- 
therap}^ 

The  first  signs  of  improvement  are  les- 
sening of  cough,  expectoration,  and  of  dis- 
tress of  breathing,  which  symptoms  often 
disappear  entirel}^  Cavities  contract  and 
no  signs  remain  of  what  appeared  to  be 
ver}'  extensive  lesions. 

M.  Fournier  ends  with  four  axioms  of 
great  importance : 


1.  Tertiary  syphilis  can  produce  in  the 
lungs,  lesions,  which  either  locally,  or  by 
reacting  on  the  general  health,  simulate 
pulmonar}^  phthisis. 

2.  These  pulmonary  lesions  of  syphilis 
are  often  amenable  to  specific  treatment. 
However  grave  and  important  they  may 
appear,  they  are  far  from  being  always  be- 
yond the  resources  of  art. 

3.  Consequentl}^  when  a  case  of  pulmo- 
nary lesion  presents  itself,  it  is  important, 
unless  the  existence  of  tuberculosis  be  quite 
certain,  to  ascertain  if  the  lesion  can  be 
traced  to  syphilis.  It  is  necessary  always 
to  bear  in  mind  that  syphilis  is  a  possible 
cause  of  pulmonary  lesions. 

4.  When  syphilis  can  be  suspected  to  be 
the  cause,  the  primary  indication  is  to  pre- 
scribe specific  treatment,  which,  in  similar 
cases,  has  been  sometimes  followed  by  the 
happiest  results. 

Mountain  Climates  in  Phthisis. — Dr. 
H.  Gouraud,  in  L' Union  Medicale^  avTiYes- 
at  the  following  conclusions  relative  ta 
the  beneficial  effects  of  mountain  air  in 
phthisis : 

The  purity  of  the  air  of  mountains  con- 
sists, practicall}^,  in  the  absence  of  all 
organic  particles  ;  and  when  we  consider 
the  effect  of  vitiated  air  in  crowded  'work- 
shops in  producing  phthisis,  we  can  under- 
stand the  prophylactic  effect  of  mountain 
air.  The  transparency  of  the  air,  which  is 
dependent  upon  its  greater  dryness  and  the 
more  powerful  action  of  light,  depending 
upon  the  same  cause,  aids  materially  the 
operation  of  the  purity  of  the  air.  The 
effect  of  residence  in  the  mountains  on  the 
dimensions  of  the  chest  is  also  worthy  of 
careful  consideration,  and  has  been  studied 
by  M.  Armieux,  of  Bareges,  at  a  height  of 
more  than  three  thousand  feet.  He  ascer- 
tained that  in  the  case  of  ninety-six  soldiers, 
who  were  sent  up  to  Bareges,  there  was, 
after  four  month's  residence  there,  a  dis- 
tinct increase  in  the  measurements  of  the 
chest.  If  this  result  be  fully  established, 
it  is  evident  that  it  will  have  a  ver}^  im- 
portant bearing  on  cases  of  threatened 
phthisis  in  the  3'oung,  and  that  a  mountain 
climate  is  to  be  considered  as  favorable  to 
the  development  of  the  thoracic  cavit}^,  and, 
consequentl}^,  as  improving  the  respiration. 

We  thus  understand  how  mountain  air 
may  be  useful  in  certain  cases  and  in  cer- 
tain periods  of  phthisis.  It  acts  b}^  its 
purit}',  by  its  dryness  and  transparency,  as 
well  as   b}'  the  diminution  of  atmospheric 
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pressure.  Dr.  G-ouraud  observes  that  these 
principles  have  only,  or  nearly  only,  been 
applied  in  Switzerland,  and  thinks  that 
mountain  stations  for  such  cases  might  very 
well  be  selected  in  some  parts  of  France. 

He  concludes  by  observing  that,  after  all, 
neither  barometer  nor  thermometer,  neither 
hygrometer  nor  anemometer,  can  determine 
what  is  the  suitable  climate  for  such  and 
such  phthisical  patient.  All  depends  on 
the  nature  of  his  constitution,  and  on  the 
wa}^  in  which  the  various  meteorological 
conditions  affect  him. — The  Clinic^  Dec.  16. 
— London  Medical  Record. 

Causes  of  Sterility. — Dr.  O.  V.  Griine- 
wald,  of  St.  Petersburg,  has  recently 
{Archiv  fiir  Gynakologie)  studied  the  causes 
of  sterility.  He  finds  that  impermeability 
of  the  cervix  uteri  b}"  the  semen  is  very 
rarel}'  a  factor.  He  believer  that  the  power 
of  conception  is  much  less  often  at  fault 
than  the  power  of  the  uterus  to  bring  the 
impregnated  ovum  to  maturity ;  and  that 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  uterine  tis- 
sues are  the  most  potent  of  all  causes  of 
sterility. 

The  two  axioms  in  which  the  author  sums 
up  the  views  to  which  his  researches  have 
led  him  are  as  follows :  1 .  Conception  is 
onl}^  one  link  in  the  chain  of  phenomena 
which  are  involved  in  the  propagation  of  the 
species,  and  its  importance  is  relatively 
much  less  than  that  of  many  other  processes 
which  occur  during  pregnancy.  2.  The 
woman's  capability  of  maturing  the  impreg- 
nated ovum  is  the  important  element  of  her 
reproductive  power,  and  it  depends  for  its 
part  on  a  certain  amount  of  integrity  in  the 
tissues  of  which  the  uterus  consists. 

The  editor  of  the  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette  makes  the  comment  on  this  paper, 
that  it  gives  but  little  encouragement  to  a 
mechanical  treatment  of  the  causes  of  ster- 
ilit}'.  It  rather  lends  its  support  to  the 
views  of  those  gynsecologists  who  consider 
that  general  remedies  which  improve  the 
tone  of  the  whole  system  are  as  likely  to  be 
successful  in  affections  of  the  uterus  as  in 
those  of  other  organs. — Monthly  Abstract. 

Malarial  Influence  in  Thoracic  and 
Abdominal  Affections. — A  writer  in  the 
New  York  Medical  Journal^  calls  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  malarial  intoxication  there 
is  a  tendency  to  cerebral,  thoracic  and  ab- 
dominal congestion,  and  this  explains  the 
persistency  of  bronchitis  and  diarrhoea,  and 


cerebral  symptoms.  This  he  takes  as  a 
guide  in  therapeutics,  and  he  has  found 
marked  benefit  from  an  anti-periodic  (qui- 
nine) in  cases  which  had  proved  ex- 
tremely obstinate  under  other  methods  of 
treatment. 

The  editor  of  the  Clinical  Record  would 
add  his  testimony  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
same  line  of  treatment  in  thoracic  and  ab- 
dominal affections,  even  when  seemingly 
uncomplicated  with  malaria. 

Scurvy. — The  British  Medical  Jowmal 
says  that  Mr.  Robejt  Galloway,  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal  College  of  Sci- 
ences for  Ireland,  has  recently  published  a 
pamphlet  in  reference  to  the  prevention  of 
scurvy.  His  proposal  is  to  restore  to  the 
salted  meat  the  saline  constituent  which  is 
removed  from  the  flesh  by  the  process  of 
salting.  This  constituent  is  the  phosphate 
of  potash ;  and  he  suggests  that  it  should 
be  employed  with  salted  meat,  in  the  same 
manner  as  common  salt  is  used  with  fresh 
meat.  Mr.  Galloway,  who  has  a  high 
reputation  as  a  practical  chemist,  has 
brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
authorities,  but,  up  to  the  present  time,  has 
not  been  allowed  a  trial  either  in  the  navy 
or  mercantile  marine. — New  York  Medical 
Record. 

Eruptions  Produced  by  Quinine. — The 

Monthly  Abstract  takes  the  following  from 
the  London  Medical  Record,  Oct.  16,  1876  : 
In  the  Journal  de  Therapeutique,  No.  8, 
1876,  Dumas  relates  the  case  of  a  woman 
suffering  from  neuralgia,  who,  after  having 
taken  only  30  centigrammes  (4J  grains)  of 
sulphate  of  quinia,  was  seized  with  a  par- 
oxysm of  asthma,  coiyza,  fever, .  and  vio- 
lent itchiness  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body,  accompanied  by  an  eruption  of  urti- 
caria, and  further  by  a  peculiar  eruption 
formed  by  red  spots  like  a  scarlatina  rash, 
and  on  some  parts  by  papules.  On  four 
different  occasions  the  patient  suffered  from 
the  same  symptoms  after  taking  quinine. 

Whisky  in  Tetanus. — Dr.  Ezra  Read,  of 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  gives  a  short  summary 
of  a  case  of  tetanus  treated  by  him,  in  the 
American  Practitioner,  for  Dec.  1876.  The 
case  recovered  in  about  thirty  days,  and 
Dr.  Read  is  fully  persuaded  that  whiske}^ 
of  which  the  patient  drank  three  pints 
daily,  brought  about  the  cure. 
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OITT  HOSPITAL    MANAGEMENT. 


A  singular  "  accident"  occurred  recently 
at  a  medical  clinic  at  the  City  Hospital.  A 
male  patient  was  brought  from  his  ward  and 
placed  upon  the  table  in  the  ampitheatre  of 
that  institution,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  lecturer  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
to  the  class  of  medical  students  present  the 
peculiarities  and  clinical  features  of  dis- 
ease. Before  the  teacher  could  begin  the 
proper  examination,  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered that  the  unfortunate  subject  was  no 
longer  available  for  clinical  instruction, 
however  fit  he  might  be  for  a  neat  patho- 
logical illustration — he  was  dead. 

We  are  more  than  ever  struck  with  the 
admirable  features  of  that  system  of  man- 
agement, to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to 
refer  on  one  or  two  occasions  before,  the 
exclusion  of  students  from  the  hospital 
wards,  thus  necessitating  the  removal  of  all 
patients  who  are  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
class,  to  the  amphitheatre.  The  care  shown 
in  the  selection  of  subjects  for  removal  to 
the  lecture  room ;  the  humane  method  of 
choosing  those  in  articulo  mortis  as  the 
proper  ones  for  the  purposes  of  clinical  in- 
struction ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  accurac}^ 
of  observation  of  disease  and  the  prognostic 
powers  of  those  in  charge,   are  all  beyond 


the  powers  of  our  feeble  pen  to  sufficiently 
extol. 

If  the  man  had  remained  comfortably  in 
his  bed  in  the  ward,  he  would,  probably, 
have  died  sooner  or  later,  for  we  under- 
stand that  his  disease  was  mortal ;  but  the 
condition  of  mind  of  his  hospital  comrades 
may  possibly  be  imagined  when  the  report 

came  back  that  poor had  died  on  the 

table.  No  doubt,  those  who  escape  to  tell 
the  tale  will  be  able  to  astonish  their  ignor- 
ant neighbors  with  horrible  stories  of  hos- 
pital life,  and  thus  some  may  be  prevented 
from  going  to  the  institution  designed  by  a 
misguided  philanthropy  for  the  relief  of 
indigent  sufferers,  and  the  revenues  of  our 
city  be  less  depleted  in  the  future  by  the 
demands  of  those  who  are  poor  and  sick.   . 

To  be  sure,  medical  students  are  not 
always  as  soft  of  foot  as  a  nurse  should  be  ; 
the}'  might,  possibly,  soil  the  floors  with 
muddy  boots  ;  they  would  probably  make 
some  noise  going  from  ward  to  ward  ;  let 
them  stay  in  the  amphitheatre — where  the 
State  of  Missouri  says  the}^  may  go — let 
them  be  satisfied  with  what  crumbs  of  clini- 
cal instruction  they  may  there  pick  up,  and 
the  edifying,  humanizing,  pleasure-giving 
sight  of  humanity  suffering  the  agonies  of 
death. 


» ♦  ♦ 


THE  PROPOSED  MEDICAL  BOARD 
OF  EXAMINERS. 


We  observe  that  some  of  our  contempo- 
raries are  still  agitating  the  subject  of  hav- 
ing boards  of  examiners  appointed  by  the 
government,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  as- 
certain the  qualifications  of  medical  practi- 
tioners. We  trust  that  each  of  our  readers 
will  use  his  influence  with  legislators  to 
prevent  any  meddling  by  the  State  in  this 
matter.  The  statute  books  in  many  of  the 
States  have  borne  enactments  regulating 
the  practice  of  medicine,  for  a  time,  only  to 
have  them  expunged  after  a  thorough  trial 
had  demonstrated  their  uselessness  and 
folly. 
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It  is  the  purest  nonsense  to  suppose  that 
a  regard  for  the  health  and  lives  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  for  the  good  of  the  profession  is  the 
motive  which  inspires  this  superserviceable 
zeal  in  "  the  cause."  The  facts  appear  to 
us  to  be  these  :  A  certain  class  of  practi- 
tioners, after  j-ears  of  patient  waiting,  find 
that  their  surpassing  virtues  are  not  appre- 
ciated b}^  the  public ;  they  remain  without 
practice  and  without  obtaining  any  position 
of  honor  or  profit ;  casting  about  for  a  rea- 
son for  this  remarkable  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  proper  recognition,  the}^  can 
see  but  one — the  profession  is  overstocked  ; 
the  supply  is  greater  than  the  demand  ;  and 
the  M.  D.  of  the  present  day  is  less  quali- 
fied for  the  practice  of  medicine  than  his 
preceptor  was  when  he  began  practice. 
This  fond  delusion  is  cherished  until 
onl}-  one  mode  of  release  from  the  pres- 
ent status  occupies  the  mind  :  examine  the 
new  graduates  out  of  professional  exist- 
ence !  The  fact  that  the  faculties  of  medi- 
cal colleges  are,  in  reality,  State  boards  of 
medical  examiners,  seems  to  be  entirel}^ 
lost  sight  of;  if  not  overlooked,  it  is  as- 
sumed that  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
faculties  are  either  incompetent  or  dishon- 
est, there  is  no  other  alternative. 

There  is  one  other  class  in  favor  of  State 
medic'al  examinations.  This  is  composed 
of  men  who  have  large  practices,  or,  at 
least,  sufficient  patronage  to  afford  them  a 
fair  income.  These  fear  the  result  of  fur- 
ther accessions  to  the  ranks  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  they  are  not  without  hope  of 
securing  positions  upon  the  proposed  boards 
through  political  influence,  and  thus  be  en- 
abled to  add  to  their  income  and,  at  the 
same  time  enforce  a  protective  tariff  in  fa- 
vor of  themselves. 

No  one  is  more  alive  to  the  fact,  than  the 
writer,  that  many  medical  students  are  un- 
fitted by  previous  culture,  and  b}^  want  of 
mental  training,  to  become  good  practition- 
ers of  medicine  ;  but  he  is  fully  persuaded 
that  State  medical  boards  of  examiners  will 
not  help  the  matter.     If  the  faculties  of  the 


colleges  are  unable  to  resist  the  sordid, 
mercenary  inducements  of  the  graduation 
fee  to  pass  incompetent  candidates,  then  we 
must  look  with  equal  suspicion  upon  a  State 
board  of  "political  doctors"  whose  fees 
are  to  be  paid  by  those  passing  their  exam- 
inations. 


» ♦ » 


Journalistic. — We  take  great  pleasure 
in  chronicling  the  birth  of  two  new  journals. 
The  American  Journal  of  Inebriety,  a  neat 
quarterly,  devoted  to  the  elucidation  of  the 
medical  side  of  the  temperance  question. 
In  another  place  we  give  some  space  to  an 
abstract  of  a  most  valuable  paper  by  Dr. 
Beard,  which  appears  upon  its  pages  in  ex- 
ienso.  It  is  published  at  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  at  $3  00  per  year,  by  Dr.  T.  D.  Croth- 
ers.  Secretary  American  Association  for  the 
Cure  of  Inebriates. 

Ohio  had  alread}^  several  very  valuable 
medical  journals,  but  the  north-western 
portion  of  the  State  was  unrepresented ; 
Di.  Priest,  of  Toledo,  has  come  to  the 
front,  so  to  speak,  and  presents  the  first 
number  of  the  Toledo  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  a  prett}^  pamphlet  of  thirty-two 
pages,  issued  monthly,  at  |1  50  per  year. 

Our  friend,  Dr.  E.  S.  Oaillard.  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  announces  a  new  bi-weekly  med- 
ical  journal ;  we  shall  tell  the  story  of  its 
merits  when  we  receive  the  first  issue ;  no- 
doubt  it  will  show  those  same  elements  of 
dash,  energy,  and  business,  which  have 
characterized  his  past  efforts  as  a  medical 
editor. 

The  Louisville  Medical  News  has  raised! 
its  subscription  price  to  $3  00  per  year^ 
while  the  Southern  Medical  Mtcord  is  re^ 
duced  in  size,  not  in  value,  while  the  price 
of  subscription  is  reduced  to  $2  00  per 
annum. 

The  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record  oflfers 
nothing  new  in  the  wa}^  of  enlarged  space 
or  reduced  or  increased  subscription  rate, 
but  it  promises  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
its  contents  ;  more  extended  facilities  for 
obtaining  medical  news  ;  more  articles  from 
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the  pens  of  distin^iiislied  writers ;  and  a 
more  tliorongh  independence  in  the  expres- 
sion of  facts,  as  tlie  editor  sees  them,  with- 
out fear  or  favor,  than  in  the  past.  Our 
subscription  list  is  increasing  at  a  rate  of 
stead}'  progress  that  augurs  well  for  the 
future,  and  we  hope  to  make  the  Record 
simpl}'  indispensable  to  the  reading  medical 
public.  Our  friends  will  confer  a  favor  upon 
the  editor  as  well  as  upon  their  medical  neigh- 
bor, and  will  obtain  value  received,  in  the 
wa}'  of  a  better  journal,  themselves,  if  they 
will  kindl}^  bring  the  Record  to  the  atten- 
tion of  their  medical  friends  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  induce  them  to  forward  their 
subscriptions  as, early  as  possible. 

The  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy  and  the  Peninsular  Journal  of 
Medicine  are  consolidated,  and  henceforth 
will  have  the  title  of  The  Detroit  Medical 
Journal^  and  will  be  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Detroit  Medical  and  Library 
Association.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the 
new  journal  will  exhibit  the  features  of 
excellence  which  have  characterized  those 
which  it  succeeds.  We  wish  it  that  success 
which  patient,  energetic  work  ought  to  com- 
mand, and  the  hearty  support  of  the  pro- 
fession in  Michigan  and  elsewhere. 


♦  ♦ » 


Walsh's  Combined  Call-Book  and  Tab- 
let.— By  mistake  the  inserts  descriptive  of 
this  most  excellent  pocket-companion  were 
omitted  from  a  portion  of  our  last  issue, 
and  the  fact  was  not  observed  until  a  con- 
siderable number  of  copies  had  been  mailed. 
The  remainder  will  appear  in  the  present 
number,  and  we  would  direct  our  readers' 
attention  to  the  advertisement.  Its  prom- 
ises are  more  than  fulfilled. 

♦-♦-•■ ■ 

.    An  Apology. — On  account  of  change  in 

business  management  and  the  assumption 
by  the  editor  of  new  duties  connected  with 
the  material  interests  of  this  journal,  the 
Record  has,  for  several  months,  appeared 
late.  We  hope,  in  future,  to  offer  it  to  our 
readers  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  the 
month  whose  date  it  bears. 


Pure  animal  vaccine,  of  the  genuine 
Beaugency  stock,  is  always  to  be  had  at 
this  office.  Dr.  E.  L.  Griffin,  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wis.,  President  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Board  of  Health,  propagates  it,  and 
vouches  for  its  purity. 

§00k  ^(sX%m  mi  ^mtm. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Science  and  Practice 
OF  MiDV^iFERY.  By  W.  S.  Playfair,  M. 
D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Professor  of  Obstetric 
Medicine  in  King's  College ;  Physician 
for  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children 
to  King's  College  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
With  two  plates  and  sixty-six  illustra- 
tions on  wood.  8v6.  pp.  576.  Phila- 
delphia: Henry  C.  Lea.  1876.  St. 
Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N.  4th 
street.     In  cloth  $4  00,  sheep  $5  00. 

This  most  admirable  work  has  received 
nothing  but  commendations  from  the  hands 
of  the  reviewers.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
find  fault,  even  .were  we  so  disposed,  in  the 
presence  of  so  many  witnesses  to  its  sur- 
passing excellence. 

When  Dr.  Parry's  edition  of  Leishman's 
Midwifeiy  was  placed  before  the  profession 
by  Mr.  Lea,  we  thought  that  many  j-ears 
must  elapse  before  so  good  a  book  could  be 
again  offered  on  that  subject,  but  the  pub- 
lisher, more  intent  upon  pleasing  the  pro- 
fession than  upon  his  own  profit,  followed 
it  almost  immediately  with  the  volume  now 
under  consideration. 

It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  onl}-  a 
useless  waste  of  time  and  space  to  follow 
our  author,  step  b}^  step,  section  by  section, 
through  his  work  ;  it  would  be  merely  stat- 
ing the  fact  that  he  gives  a  fair  resume  of 
our  present  knowledge  upon  every  point 
connected  with  the  science  of  obstetrics. 
Everything  is  clearl}-  stated ;  there  is  no 
straining  after  effect,  but  the  language  is 
plain  and  terse,  and  the  style  is  lucid  and 
agreeable. 

The  illustrations  are,  in  the  main,  better 
than  those  in  previous  works  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    The  plates  are  ex^eptionall}^  fine. 
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Br.  Plaj'fair  gives  his  American  couBins 
fair-pla}^,  that  is  to  saj^,  our  own  obstetric 
literature  hag  been  '  carefully  read  and  full 
crs-dit  is  gireii  to  his  co-workers  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  This  is  a  point  not  always 
noticed  b}^  European  writers,  and,  hence, 
observed  with  pleasure  in  an  English  work 
issued  here  without  the  supervision  of  ans 
American  editor. 

In  point  of  practice  we  consider  Dr. 
Playfair  an  eminently  safe  counsellor.  In 
the  use  of  the  forceps  he  is  neither  too  rash 
noT  too  conservative,  but  strikes  that  happy 
medium  which  will  suit  the  progressive 
practitioner,  but  which  will  not,  probabty, 
please  the  extremist  in  either  direction. 

The  size  and  price  of  the  volume  place  it 
within  the  reach  of  many  who  would  other- 
wise content  themselves  with  some  of  the 
so-called  manuals  of  the  art,  which  are 
offered  to  the  man  of  limited  means.  The 
student  will  find  it  exactly  suited  to  his 
needs,  and  the  busy  man  of  practice  will  be 
equall}^  well  pleased  with  it. 

We  most  heartil}^  commend  this  volume 
to  ever}^  one  who  desires  a  good,  safe,  con- 
cise and  readable  work  on  the  science  and 
practice  of  midwifery. 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
By  Frederick  T.  Roberts,  M.  D.,  Assist- 
ant Physician    and  Assistant  Teacher  of 
Clinical   Medicine  at  University  College 
Hospital.     Second   American,    from   the 
last   London  edition.     Revised    and  en- 
larged.   Philadelphia  :    Lindsa}^  &  Blak- 
iston.       1876.      St.    Louis :      St.    Louis 
Book  &  News  Co.,  307  N.  4th  street. 
When  the  first  edition  of  Roberts'  Prac- 
tice made  its  appearance,  it  met  with  a  most 
favorable   reception,    although   there   were 
many  competitors  in  the  same  field  for  pro- 
fessional selection.     The  issue  of  a  second 
and  revised  edition,  so  soon   after  the  first, 
shows  that  the  author  feels  that  he  has  been 
well  treated  and  appreciated  by  the  medical 
public,  and  that  he  is  fully  determined  to 
retain  the  favor  so  fairly  earned. 

The  addition  of  a  chapter  upon  diseases 
of  the  skin,  by  another  hand,  TVe  consider  a 


mistiake.  The  matter  thus  included  pos- 
sesses onl}'  the  slightest  pretense  to  any 
value,  and  serves  only  to  cumber  the  work 
of  the  author  and  add  to  the  size  of  the 
book,  which  was  large  enough  for  conven- 
ient handling  before.  We  trust  that  it  will 
be  omitted  in  future  editions. 

The  author's  style  is  good  and  clear,  the 
descriptions  of  disease  are  short,  terse  and> 
true  to  nature,  as  a  rule.  The  type  and 
paper  are  excellent  and  reflect  well  upon  the 
publishers,  who  are  noted  for  the  beauty 
and  excellence  of  their  publications. 

Altogether,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the 
book  will  find  its  way  into  the  hands  of  an 
annually  increasing  number  of  both  students 
and  practitioners. 

On  CoiJGHS,  Consumption,  and  Diet  in 
Disease.  By  Horace  Dobell,  M.  D.,  F. 
R.  M.  C.  S.,  etc.  ;  Consulting  Phj^sician 
to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  London,  etc.,  etc.  12  mo.  pp. 
222.  Philadelphia:  D.  G.  Brinton,  115 
S.  Seventh  street.     1877. 

Dr.  Dobell  is  well  known  as  a  most  in- 
dustrious worker  in  the  field  of  clinical 
medicine,  especially  in  that  portion  devoted 
to  the  pulmonary  organs.  The  handy  vol- 
ume before  us  is  hence  entitled  to  careful 
consideration.  We  think  the  author  is  dis- 
posed to  take  too  serious  a  view  of  the 
relation  between  naso-pulmonary  catarrh 
and  phthisis.  The  section  on  the  diagnosis 
of  early  phthisis  is  unsatisfactory,  as  everj'" 
attempt  at  accomplishing  this  object  must 
necessarily^  be.  He  contents  himself  with 
giving  the  views  of  others  on  this  point  and 
adds  nothing  thereto  himself. 

The  occasional  direct  dependence  of 
cough  upon  disease  of  the  middle  ear  is 
pointed  out,  and  a  veiy  practical  chapter 
is  devoted  to  this  peculiar  pathological 
connection. 

In  the  treatment  of  coughs  of  catarrhal 
origin  he  uses  aconite,  ammonia,  antimony 
and  morphia,  and  points  out  the  indications 
for  the  use  of  each  in  a  very  particular  and 
intelligible  manner. 
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The  section  upon  diet  in  disease  contains 
man}'  excelient  suggestions  and  deserves 
careful  perusal.  This  is  especially  applica- 
ble to  the  diet  tables  contained  in  the 
section. 

In  relation  to  Liebig's  extract  of  meat, 
he  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  contains 
very  little^  if  any  nourishment^  properly  so- 
called,  and  that  a  patient  may  easily  be 
starved  unintentionally,  when  limited  to 
this  one  article  of  food.  Many  other  sug- 
gestions of  value  are  contained  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  work. 

In  conclusion,  we  consider  it  a  very  good 
little  hand-book,  and  well  worthy  of  perusal 
and  stud3\  ^ 

A  Brief  Statement  of  the  present  status 
of  Cataract  Extraction,  with  statistics  of 
individual  work,  and  Brain  Symptoms  in 
tympanic  affections,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  By 
A.  D.  Williams,  M.  D.  Reprint  from 
the  St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

A  pamphlet  of  eight  pages  containing 
nothing  new,  but  little  that  is  old,  and  that 
little  poorly  and  ungrammatically  ex- 
pressed. It  is  evidentl}^  an  advertising 
sheet,  designed  to  advance  the  interests  of 
an  "  Ej^e  and  Ear  Institute,"  in  other 
words,  to  advertise  the  medical  advertiser. 
He  should  have  been  content  with  this  ex- 
hibition of  his  qualifications  as  it  appeared 
in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  as 
well  as  in  the  St.  Louis  Journal.  This 
style  of  so-called  literature  (i.  e.  trash)  is 
not  calculated  to  advance  the  dignity  or 
interests  of  the  profession  to  any  high 
degree. 

A  Treatise  on  Hernia  :  with  a  New  Pro- 
cess for  its  Radical  Cure,  and  Original 
Contributions  to  Operative  Surger}^,  with 
New  Surgical  Instruments.  By  G-reens- 
,  ville  Dowell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  Texas  Medical  College ;  Late  Profes- 
sor of  Surgery  in  Galveston  Medical 
College,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  8vo.  pp.  206. 
Philadelphia  :  D.  Gr.  Brinton,  115  South 
Seventh  street.     1876. 

Dr.  Dowell's  book  has  long  been  prom- 
ised,   and   looked  for  with  much  interest. 


However,  we  are  sorry  to  saj^,  its  typo- 
graphical appearance  and  the  manner  of 
putting  together  the  material  at  the  author's 
command  have  not  made  his  book  all  that 
we  had  a  right  to  expect. 

The  author's  operation  seems  to  have 
been  very  successful  in  his  hands,  it  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  his  cures  will  remain 
permanent  and,  also,  whether  other  opera- 
tors find  it  of  equal  service. 

The  book  shows  what  may  be  done  in 
surgical  practice  by  an  energetic,  daring 
operator,  who  has  had  few  advantages  in 
the  way  of  instruction  and  in  a  locality  far 
removed  from  the  usual  aids  in  time  of  diflS- 
culty.  As  such  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  frontier  medical  literature. 

Contributions  to  Reparative  Surgery  : 
Showing  its  Application  tp  the  Treatment 
of  Deformities  Produced  by  Destructive 
Disease  or  Injur}'- ;  Congenital  Defects 
from  Arrest  or  Excess  of  Development ; 
and  Cicatricial  Contractions  from  Burns. 
By  Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  engravings.  Svo.  pp.  237. 
New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549 
and  551  Broadway.  1876.  St.  Louis : 
Gray,  Baker  &  Co.,  407  N.  Fourth  St. 
In  cloth,  $3  00. 

This  volume  makes  no  claim  to  be  a  sys- 
tematic treatise  on  the  subject,  but  contains 
the  substance  of  many  works  devoted  to 
plastic  surgery ;  also  the  results  of  the 
author's  work  in  this  department.  Its 
principle  value  will  lie  in  the  encourage- 
ment it  will  give  to  other  practitioners  to 
exercise  their  own  ingenuity  in  the  endeavor 
to  remove  the  causes  of  deformity,  and  thus 
render  existence  durable  to  the  many  suf- 
ferers from  the  ills  alluded  to  in  the  title- 
page. 

The  descriptiolis  of  cases  are  clear  and 
graphic  and  the  illustrations,  from  photo- 
graphs, are  really  excellent. 

American  surgery  will  have  no  cause  to 
be  ashamed  of  Dr.  Buck's  present  contri- 
bution to  this  special  department,  and  it  will 
doubtless  receive  the  praise  of  all  the  critics 
as  it  has  ours. 
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Transactions  of  the  Colorado  State 
Medical  Society,  Sixth  Annual  Con- 
vention, held  at  Denver,  June  20th,  21st 
and  22d,  1876.  8vo.  pp.  93.  Denver, 
Colorado.   1876. 

This  3'oung  societj^  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  fine  appearance  and  valuable  con- 
tents of  this  volume  of  transactions.  We 
conclude  that  the  editor,  Dr.  Denison,  is  to 
be  thanked  for  the  omission  of  much  matter 
of  no  value,  such  as  is  usually  found  in  this 
class  of  literature. 

We  have  space  onl}^  to  notice  Dr.  H.  A. 
Lemen's  paper  on  Pulmonary  Consumption. 
He  reports  on  fortj'-four  cases,  and  some  of 
his  conclusions  are  worthy  of  note.  He 
states  that  certain  cases  prove  more  rapidly 
fatal  in  Colorado  than  at  the  sea-level  sur- 
rounded b}^  ordinary'  salubrious  conditions. 
Cases  in  which  one  lung  is  extensively  in- 
volved, or  both  to  a  less  extent,  in  which 
the  inherent  tendency  to  dissolution  is  ob- 
•stinate  and  continuous  ;  the  digestion  and 
assimilation  greatly  impaired  ;  the  nervous 
system  profoundly  disturbed  and  depressed, 
or  exceptionally  irritable ;  the  mesenteric 
glands  involved  ;  an  unusually  high  pulse 
and  temperature  standard,  do  better  at  a 
lower  altitude.  An  early  resort  to  the 
mountains  is  recommended  as  of  the  highest 
importance. 

— ♦-♦-♦ 

BOOKS  &  PAMPHLEXS  RECEIVED. 


A  Clinical  Lecture  on  Plastic  Dressing 
IN  Fractures  of  Lower  Extremity.  By 
David  W.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery  and  Clin- 
ical Surgery  in  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville. Reprinted  from  the  American 
Practitioner^  July,  1876.    8vo.  pp.  10. 

Orthopedic  Surgery  :  Deformities  of  the 
Lower  Extremities.  By  Van  S.  Linds- 
ley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in 
University  of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt 
University.  Read  before  Medical  Society 
of  Tennessee,  April,  1876.     8vo.  pp.  8. 

Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  City  of  St.  Louis.  8vo. 
pp.  114. 


Ziemssen's  Cyclopedia  of  the  Practice 
of  Medicine,  Vol.  VII.  Diseases  of  the 
Chylopoetic  Sj'stem,  together  with  the 
Chapters  on  Diseases  of  the  Naso-pharyn- 
geal  Cavity  and  Pharynx,  Lar^nigitis 
phlegmonosa.  Perichondritis  laryngea, 
Ulcerations  and  Tumors,  and  Neuroses 
of  the  Larj'nx.  By  Wendt,  of  Leipsig  ; 
Leube,  of  Jena  ;  Leichtenstern,  of  Tu- 
bingen ;  Heller,  of  Kiel;  von  Ziemssen, 
of  Munich ;  and  Steffen,  of  Stettin. 
Large  8vo.  pp.  1046.  New  York:  Wil- 
liam Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street. 
1876.  St.  Louis  :  Brown,  Holdoway  & 
Co.,  Agents,  521  Olive  street. 

The  Causes  and  Operative  Treatment  of 
Dupuytren's  Finger  Contraction.  By 
Dr.  Otto  W.  Madelung,  Lecturer  of  Sur- 
gery at  the  University,,  and  Assistant 
Surgeon  at  the  University  Hospital, 
Bonn,  Translated  from  the  German. 
8vo.  pp.  24.  London:  Triibner  &  Co., 
Ludgate  Hill.  New  York  :  G.  P.  Put- 
nam's Sons.   1876. 

Sympathetic  Ophthalmia.  By  George  E. 
Frothingham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Oph- 
thalmology, University  of  Michigan. 
8vo.  pp.  28.  Reprint  from  Transactions 
of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
for  1876. 

Transactions   of   the  Medical  and  Chi- 
'  "rurgical  Faculty  of  Maryland,    78th 

Annual  Session,   April,  1876.     Held  at 

Baltimore.     8vo.  pp.  165. 


(Itama^jtttial  ^t^mimtut 


OUR  PHARMACOPCEIA. 


j^New  Remedies  for  December  contains  a 
full  report  of  a  "  Conversational  Meeting 
of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of 
New  York,"  present  at  which  was  Dr. 
Squibb,  who  spoke  quite  at  length  in  advo- 
cacy of  his  plan  for  revising  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

■He  makes  it  very  plain  to  all  that  a 
change  in  the  plan  of  revision  is  necessary 
for  the  reason  that  since  1870  the  Pharma- 
copoeia has  been  without  a  commentary. 
He   8a3^s :     "The    relations    between    the 


238 


OT.  LOUJS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


United  States  Pharmacopoeia  and  the 
United  States  Dispensatoiy  have  been  of 
such  a  character  as  to  give  to  both  books  a 
world-wide  reputation,  and  that  reputation 
is  a  combined  one.  *****  This 
is  so,  because  the  authors  of  the  Diepensa- 
tor}'  were  mainly  concerned  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr.  Bache  died  in  1864  and  the  Dispen- 
satorj'  lost  his  services.  Very  soon  a/ter 
Dr.  Wood  became  so  infirm  from  age  and 
disease  that  he  was  unable  to  keep  up  the 
Dispensatory,  and  in  1865  he  announced 
that  he  would  not  be  likel}^  to  participate  in 
another  revision. 

The  true  reason  why  our  last  revision  was 
so  unsuccessful,  and  probably  the  only 
reason  why  we  are  now  left  to  desire  a 
change,  if  we  do  desire  one,  is  because  it  is 
so  constructed  as  to  require  a  Dispensatory 
and  is  now  without  one." 

Doubtless  there  are  to  be  found  in  our 
countr3^,  men  capable  of  revising  the  Dis- 
pensatory and  bringing  it  up  to  the  present 
period  of  advanced  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical science  ;  and  that  this  has  not  been 
done  shows  a  lack  of  enterprise  on  the  part 
of  the  publishers,  notwithstanding  they  are 
generally  regarded  as  both  progressive  and 


aggressive. 


Our  Pharmacopoea  might,  indeed,  be 
made  a  little  more  .voluminous,  hence  more 
explicit,  but  we  are  inclined  to  regard  with 
disfavor  the  plan  of  making  it  take  the 
place  of  the  two  books. 

The  question,  "Who  shall  assume  con- 
trol of  the  periodical  revisions  of  our 
Pharmacopoeia,"  needs  to  be  more  fuUj^ 
discussed. 

If  it  is  to  contain  matter  on  the  thera- 
peutic properties  of  drugs,  and  so  much  as 
to  make  this  an  important  feature  of  the 
work,  as  it  is  of  the  Dispensatory,  And 
equal  in  importance  to  the  formulae  and 
pharmaceutical  manipulations,  then  let  the 
labor  and  the  honor  be  shared  equally  by 
Medicine  and  its  important  "  branch," 
Pharmacy.     In  that  general  confusion  re- 


specting the  Dispensator}"  and  Pharmaco- 
poeia which  has  existed,  we  all  know,  and 
Dr.  Squibb  admits,  the  pharmacists  have 
not  participated.  This  fact,  alone„  may  be 
fruitful  of  suggestion. 

It  ma}'  be  that  the  proper  course  in  as- 
suming control  of  a  thing  is  to  "assume 
control,"  but  we  hope  when  such  a  step  is 
taken  it  will  be  one  less  suggestive  of 
brigandage, 

>  ♦ ♦^ — ■ 


HiPPOMANEs.^ — The  original  meaning  of 
this  word  has  been  the  subject  of  much  dis- 
cussion among  authors  and  critics  ;  among 
other  meanings,  it  deiiotes  a  "  small,  black, 
flesh}^  substance  on  the  forehead  of  a  new- 
born foal,"  which  was  supposed  to  be  usu- 
ally eaten  off  by  the  dam  ;  and  if  she  was 
prevented,  she  would  not  let  the  foal  suck. 
It  was  eagerl}^  sought  after  for  preparing 
philters  (magic  love-drinks) .  The  Pharm- 
acopoeia Homoeopathica  Pol3^glottica  defines 
it  as  :  "  The  normal  white,  but  generally 
dark  olive,  horn-smelling,  soft,  viscid  .mu- 
cus which  swims  in  the  allantois-liquid  of 
the  mare,  or  which  adheres  to  the  allantois, 
particular!}-  towards  the  last  months  of  ges- 
tation. For  the  provings  the  mucus  was 
taken  from  the  tongue  of  a  -new-born  foal, 
and  dried."  How  it  can  possibl}'  have  a 
therapeutic  action,  particularly  in  homoeo- 
pathic trituration,  is  beyond  our  powers  of 
comprehension. — New  Remedies^  Dec.  '76. 


♦  »■»■ 


Examination  of  "Pain  Killers."  B}^ 
Joseph  J.  Pierron,  Ph.  C.  (Abstract  of  a 
report  on  file  in  the  Michigan  University 
School  of  Pharmac}^)  : 

1.  Perry  Davis'  Pain  Killer. — In  a  bottle 
sold  for  a  dollar. 

Spirit  of  camphor,  about  two  fluid  ounces  ; 
tincture  of  capsicum,  about  one  fluid  ounce  ; 
guaiac,.  one-half  ounce  ;  m3'rrh,  color  ;  and 
three  fluid  ounces  of  alcohol. 

2.  Padway's  Ready  Relief. — In  a  half- 
dollar  bottle. 

8oap  liniment,  about  one  and  one-half 
fluid  ounces  ;  tincture  of  capsicum,  one-half 
fluid  ounce  ;  water  of  ammonia,  one-half  fluid 
ounce;  alcohol,  one-half  fluid  ounce. 

3.  Fiagg's  Relief. — In  a  bottle  sold  for 
half  a  dollar. 

Oil  of  cloves,  about  one  fluid  drachm ; 
oil  of  sassafras,  .two  fluid  drachms  ;  spirit 
of  camphor,  one  and  a  half  fluid  ounces. 
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4.  Cliamherkdn' s  Relief. — In  a  bottle  sold 
for  thirt^^-five  cents  (approximate!}') . 

Tincture  of  capsicum,  one  fluid  ounce  ; 
spirit  of  camphor,  three-fourths  fluid  ounce  ; 
guaiac,  one-fourth  ounce  ;  and  color  tincture 
to  make  two  fluid  ounces. 

5.  Hamlin's  Wizard  Oil. — In  a  bottle 
sold  for  a  dollar  there  are  (in  approximate 
proportions)  : 

Spirit  of  camphor,  one  fluid  ounce  ;  spirit 
of  ammonia,  one-half  fluid  ounce  ;  oil  of 
sassafras,  one-half  fluid  ounce  ;  oil  of  cloves, 
two  fluid  drachms ;  chloroform,  one-half 
fluid  ounce ;  alcohol,  to  make  about  five 
fluid  ounces. 

6.  Kellogg' s  Red  Drops. — A  bottle,  sold 
for  half  a  dollar,  contains  (in  approximate 
quantities)  : 

Spirit  of  camphor,  two  fluid  ounces ; 
spirit  of  origanum,  one-fourth  fluid  ounce  ; 
oil  of  sassafras,  one-fourth  fluid  ounce  ;  oil 
of  turpentine,  one-half  fluid  ounce ;  and 
color  tincture  to  make  about  three  and  a 
fourth  fluid  ounces. — Peninsular  Jour,  of 
Med.,  Nov.  '76. 

' ♦-♦-♦ ■■ 

Chloral  Cream. — A  French  pharma- 
ceutical journal  recommends  the  following 
as  an  ao-reeable  formula  for  the  administra- 
tion  of  chloral :  Take  of  finel3'-powdered 
sugar,  IQO  parts  ;  chloral  hj'drate,  5  parts  ; 
water,  15  parts.  Dissolve  the  chloral  in 
the  water,  and  triturate  with  the  sugar  in  a 
mortar.  An  aromatic  flavor  is  then  ob- 
tained by  the  addition  of  the  artificial 
essence  of  pine  kpple  or  the  essence  of  pep- 
permint.—Xance^  and   Observer,  Dec.  '76. 


pt^«llan«0u^  ^i^im. 


How  THEY  Pull  Children's  Teeth  in 
Paris. — In  the  Children's  Hospital,  in 
Paris,  the  nurse  goes  round  at  eight,  a.  m., 
and  gives  to  each  child  under  sentence, 
from  thirt}'  to  fiftj'  (  ?)  grains  of  chloral  hy- 
drate. The  dentist  follows  in  one  hour, 
and  the  child  wakes  up  an  hour  or  two 
afterwards  and  wonders  what  has  become 
of  his  tooth. — Am.  Med.    Weekly. 

A  Chastened  Feeling. — There  was  a 
little  gathering  the  other  evening,  and  a 
lady  with  a  desire  to  chasten  the  conversa- 
tion, asked  a  3'oung  man  if  he  never  felt  a 
deep  and  sudden  thrill,  a  fullness  of  feeling, 
so  to  speak,  that  reminded  him  of  a  better 
life.     He  said  he  had  once  ;  it  was  when  he 


was  in  the  countrj',  and  the  doctor  called  it 
cholera-morbus,  and  charged  him  four  dol- 
lars a  visit. — Med.  Advance: 

Stigmatization. — A  case  of  "  stigmat-' 
ism"  is,  according  to  the  Qazeta  Medicada 
BaJiia,  for  September,  exciting  much  curi- 
osity among  the  public  of  that  city.  The 
external  phenomena  are  similar  to  those 
described  in  the  case  of  Louise  Lateau,  but 
there  is  an  absence  of  the  mental  manifes- 
tations. The  subject  is  a  female,  of  tha 
poor  class,  of  imperfect  intellect  and  un- 
educated.— The  Clinic. 

Society  of  Mutual  Autopsy. — We  find 
the  constitution  of  this  society  in  Le  Pro- 
gres  Medical,  also  a  form  of  last  will  and 
testament,  which  each  member  pledges  him- 
self to  execute  before  death.  The  object 
of  the  society  is  to  advance  science,  espe- 
cially in  everything  relating  to  the  functions 
of  the  brain,  also  to  ascertain  how  far  it  is 
possible  to  prevent  the  continued  transmis- 
sion of  hereditary  disease.  The  names  of 
nineteen  members  appear 
paper. 


signed   to   the 


Eleven  Pounds  of  Babies  from  a  Very 
Small  Mother. — Dr.  Robert  Beatt}^,  of 
Rome,  Ga.,  writes  to  the  Detroit  Review, 
Dec.  '76,  of  a  case  of  tw^ins.  The  mother 
is  twent}'  j'ears  old,  been  married  three 
years,  is  well  formed,  but  diminutive, 
height  four  feet  eleven  inches,  weight  sev- 
enty-five pounds.  This  was  her  second 
confinement,  the  first  being  a  single  birth, 
twenty-two  months  since.  The  labor  was 
nornial,  the  first  presenting  left-occipito- 
anterior,  the  second,  right-occipito-ant'crior. 
The  children  are  girls,  plump  and  well 
nourished.  Their  combined  weight  is 
eleven  pounds,  equall}^  distributed  between 
the  two. 

New  Journals. — The  Louisville  Medical 
News  says:  "  Evidences  of  new  medical 
journals  for  1877  are  rife.  It  will  soon  be 
in  order  for  the  Boston  Medical  Journal 
and  the  New  York  Medical  Record  to  read 
the  riot  act." 

As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  give  the 
editor  of  the  News  due  credit  for  his  fore- 
sight, for  the  following  was  in  tj'pe  when 
we  read  the  above  : 

"  Several  new  medical  journals  are  an- 
nounced for  tiie  coming  j^^ear.  The  reasons 
given  are,  '  in  consequence  ojT  a  want  long 
felt  by  the  profession,'  etc.     The  shoe  is  so 
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apt  to  be  on  the  other  foot,  that  at  the  end 
of  a  3-ear  or  two  the  wants  of  the  journal 
are  much  in  excess  of  those  of  the  profes- 
sion. The  latter  ma}'  be  considered,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  an  unappreciative 
set  in  an}'  event,  but  that  is  no  reason  wh}' 
we  should  not  hope,,  for  the  best. — N.  Y. 
Med.  Record. 

Fame  ! — It  has  been  said  that  fame  is 
being  killed  in  battle  and  3'our  name  being 
spelled  wrong  in  the  newspapers.  Our  dis- 
tinguished townsman,  Dr.  Prewitt,  has  not 
had  just  that  sort  of  experience,  but  some- 
thing akin  to  it,  as  the  following  will  show  : 

In  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  of  a  recent  date.  Dr.  Prewitt  re- 
ported a  successful  case  of  ovariotomy, 
with  menstruation  from  the  pedicle  at  its 
attachment  in  the  line  of  suture.  L^  Union 
Med.  du  Canada,  quotes  from  the  Oezette 
Med.  de  Paris  from  Le  Bordeaux  Medical, 
as  follows:  "  Ovariotomie  ;  menstruation 
par  la  pedicule. — Le  Dr.  Prewitz  (de  St. 
Louis) ,  rapport  I'observation  suivante :" 
Here  follows  an  abstract  of  the  case  as  it 
appeared  originall}^  The  lack  of  credit  to 
the  American  journal  and  the  misspelling 
of  the  name  are,  together,  rather  remark- 
able. 

Spaying. — Dr.  E.  H.  Trenholme,  of  Mon- 
treal, relates  two  interesting  cases  of  the 
removal  of  the  ovaries,  in  the  Obstet.  Jour, 
of  Gt.  Brit,  and  Ireland,  Oct.  1876 ^~  The 
first  case  was  one  of  removal  of  both  or- 
gans for  interstitial  and  sub-peritoneal  ute- 
rine fibroids,  which  were  the  cause  of 
menorrhagia,  and  intolerable  uterine  pain 
at  the  periods.  The  operation  was  per- 
formed in  the  usual  manner  (incision  in  the 
median  line,  ligation  of  fellopian  tubes  and 
ovaries,  removal  with  scissors,  antiseptic 
dressing,  etc.),  and  was  followed  by  com- 
plete success.  No  unfavorable  symptoms 
appearing.  At  the  time  whan  the  next 
menstrual  flow  would  have  appeared,  a 
slight  hemorrhagic  discharge  from  the  ute- 
rus occurred,  treated  as  any  other  hemorrh- 
age should  be  treated,  cold  applications, 
etc.  The  same  sj^mptoms  appeared  once  or 
twice  subsequentl}',  checked  in  the  same 
wa}'.  The  blood  was  without  the  menstrual 
characteristics  In  the  second  case  the 
ovar}^,  the  left,  was  excised  through  the 
vagina,  for  chronic  oophoritis  with  displace- 
ment, accompanied  b}^  dj'spareunia.  The 
operation  was  followed  by  no  bad  symp- 
toms, and  was  recovered  from  without  diffi- 


cult}^  But  little  benefit  has  resulted,  the- 
only  thing  acknowledg^d  being  removal  o£' 
the  dyspareunia  (painful  coition) ,  the  gen- 
eral health  a'emaining  poor,  and  the  neuK 
ralgic  pains  in  the  uterine  and  ovarians 
nerves  persisting. 

The  Clinic,  the  very  interesting  and  val- 
uable medical  weekly,  of  Cincinnati,  begins; 
its  twelfth  semi-annual  volume  with  Dr., 
Roberts  Bartholow  as  editor  in  chief.  Dr. 
L.  R.  Longworth  has  resigned  that  position^ 
while  Dr.  James  E.  Hj'ndman  remains  as. 
associate  editor.  The  Clinic  has  assumed! 
fairer  proportions  than  ever,  and  will,  with- 
out doubt,  remain  as  livel}^  and  entertaining 
as  heretofore. 


lomt  mtm. 


St.  Louis  Medical  Society. — The  fol- 
lowing officers  have  been  elected  and  in- 
stalled for  1877:  President,  J.  M.  Scott,. 
M.  D.  ;  Vice-President,  C.  E.  Briggs,  M.. 
D.  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  F.  W.. 
W,esseler,  M.  D.  ;  Recording  Secretar}^ 
F.  J.  Lutz,  M.  D. ;  Treasurer,  Garland 
Hurt,  M.  D. 

♦-♦-• 

The  St.  Louis  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
was  incorporated  July  22,.  1876.  Fromi 
that  date  to  the  close  of  the  year  224  pa- 
tients were  treated  ;  143  cases  of  diseases. 
of  the  eye,  ^nd  81  of  diseases  of  the  ear. 
Dr.  Rudolph  Gebser  is  the  surgeon  ini 
charge,  and  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Frazier  is  the- 
assistant  surgeon.  This  is  a  most  worthy 
charity,  and  some  of  our  most  distinguished 
citizens  are  upon  the  board  of  directors, 
viz  :  President,  Judge  Chas.  Speck  ;  mem- 
bers, Dr.  E.  Pretorius,  Dr.  G.  J.  Engel- 
mann,  Capt.  Silas  Bent,  Hon.  Henry  Over- 
stolz,  Charles  L.  Hunt,  Esq.,  Charles  F. 
Mej-er,  Esq.,  Dr.  A.  Wislizenus,  Dr.  Chas. 
L.  Bernays,  Dr.  H.  N.  Spencer,  Dr.  R.. 
Gebser;  Secretary,  Isaac  M.  Veitch,  Esq. 
♦-♦-♦ 

One  case  of  suspected  variola  has  made 
its  appearance  in  North  St.  Louis,  but  the 
diagnosis  was  not  clear  at  last  accounts.. 
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EXTBACT  FROM  AN  ADDRESS  DE- 
LIVERED BEFORE  THE  SOUTH- 
ERN ILLINOIS  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION 


In  Sesion  at  Carbondale,  Illinois,  January 
17,  1877. 


BY  DR.  H.  WARDNER,  OF  CAIRO,  ILL. , 
Retiring  President  of  tbe  Society. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Association, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — I  come  before  you 
to-night,  not  so  much  from  choice,  as  in 
compliance  with  a  duty  which  the  rules  of 
our  Association  impose  upon  me.  I  there- 
fore ask  your  indulgence  while  I  address 
mj^self  to  the  task  before  me. 

Organization  is  necessary  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  all  social,  political,  religious 
and  scientific  pursuits.  Science  without  her 
fostering  institutions,  would  languish  and 
humanity  would  retrograde  towards  barbar- 
ism. Organization  is  strength,  its  resnlt  is 
progress.  The  absence  of  organization  is 
weakness,  indiflference,  stagnation.  It  is 
to  avoid  the  latter  and  ?ecure  the  former 
that  we  are  here  to-night. 

Our  Association  is  yet  young.  Only  two 
years  have  now  passed,  since  a  call  signed 
by  Drs.  H.  C.  Hacker,  W.  C.  Lence,  G.  W. 
Schuchardt,  and  others,  was  circulated  in 
several  counties  in  this  part  of  the  State 
for  a  meeting  of  medical  men  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  district  medical 
society. 

Sixteen  members  of  the  piofession  re- 
sponded to  the  call  and  met  at  the  Masonic 
Hall,  in  Jonesboro,  Union  county,  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1875.     A  provisional  con- 


stitution and  by-laws  were  adopted ,  to  which 
fourteen  of  those  present  signed  their 
names.  Dr.  H.  C.  Hacker  was  chosen 
president.  Dr.  G.  W.^chuchardt  secretary, 
and  W.  C.  Lence  treasurer.  Du  Quoin  was 
selected  as  the  place  for  the  second  meeting, 
which  occurred  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
June  of  the  same  year.  At  that  meeting  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  which  work  was  per- 
formed principally  by  Dr.  L.  Dyer,  of  Du 
Quoin,  and  resulted  in  our  present  constitu- 
tion, which  is  comprehensive,  liberal,  and 
well  adapted  to  our  requirements.  A  goodly 
number  were  admitted  to  membership  at 
that  meeting,  and  an  interest  in  professional 
matters  awakened.  A  notable  event  of  that 
meeting  was  the  able  and  interesting  ad- 
dress of  Prof.  J.  S.  Jewell,  of  Chicago,  on 
the  Nervous  System. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  at  Cairo,  on 
the  19th  and  20th  days  of  January,  1876. 
This  being  an  annual  meeting,  new  oflScers 
were  elected,  as  follows :  President,  Dr. 
H.  Wardner  ;  vice-presidents,  Drs.  L.  Dj^er 
and  J.  R.  Smith ;  secretary,  Dr.  C.  W. 
Dunning ;  treasurer.  Dr.  George  Bratton. 
I  need  not  remind  those  of  you  who  were 
present,  of  the  professional  interest  all 
seemed  to  feel  on  that  occasion.  Each  one 
was  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  part  to  for- 
ward the  objects  of  the  meeting. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  held  at  Mount 
Vernon,  on  the  21st  and  22d  days  of  June 
last.  Owing  to  certain  causes,  chiefly  the 
interest  in  the  Centennial  exhibition,  and 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation at  Philadelphia,  the  attendance  was 
not  large,  but  lack  of  members  was  com- 
pensated by  the  talent  and  zeal  of  those 
present ;  and  in  point  of  professional  inter- 
est it  was  not  inferior  to  any  preceeding 
meeting. 

At  every  meeting  the  society  has  gained 
strength  until  it  now  has  a  list  of  eighty- six 
members.  It  was  represented  by  Jive  dele- 
gates at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
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State  being  represented  b}^  eight.  I  con- 
gratulate the  association  on  this  point. 
But  I  regret  to  say  that  out  of  the  ten  dele- 
gates appointed  to  represent  us  at  the  State 
Medical  Society,  I  have  onl}^  heard  of  one 
who  responded  in  the  performance  of  that 
duty.  It  is  desirable  that  those  who  accept 
appointments  as  delegates  should  do  so  with 
the  intention  of  fulfilling  the  office. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  during  the 
meetings  of  the  past  two  years  none  but 
professional  subjects  have  been  under  con- 
sideration ;  no  question  of  pecuniary  emol- 
uments has  been  raised  or  suggested, 
although  such  questions  may  be  proper,  nor 
has  the  association  been  called  upon  to  ad- 
just diflferences  between  any  of  its  members. 
It  has  brought  professional  men  together, 
who,  but  for  its  existence,  might  have 
passed  a  life-time  unknown  to  each  other. 
It  has  now  an  amount  of  material  accumu- 
lated that  would  make  a  fair-sized  volume 
if  published,  and  it  has  been  proposed  to 
publish  the  transactions  in  pamphlet  form 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  present  meet- 
ing, if  the  association  so  direct  and  provide. 

Allow  me  to  impress  upon  all  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  alive  the  interest  which  has 
been  awakened. 

A  societ}^  of  this  character  can  only  be 
sustained  and  made  profitable  by  union  of 
effort.  The  force  of  united  effort  will 
readil}^  accomplish  objects  which  could  not 
be  reached  by  indiyidual  action.  Each  one 
should  be  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  part 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in 
view,  which  is,  in  the  language  of  our  con- 
stitution, "  the  cultivation  and  advance- 
ment of  knowledge  upon  all  subjects  per- 
taining to  the  healing  art,  and  the  promotion 
of  the  usefulness,  honor,  and  interests  of 
the  medical  profession,  by  encouraging  a 
a  generous  emulation,  and  friendly  inter- 
course among  its  members."  A  working 
organization  with  such  an  object  in  view 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
profession  in  this  part  of  the  State  ;  and  by 
persistence  in  our  work  we  may  hope,  indue 


time,  to  see  the  profession  of  Southern 
Illinois  on  a  basis  inferior  to  none  in  the 
country. 

In  these  sparsely  settled  districts,  county 
medical  societies  only  occasionally  succeed 
in  accomplishing  much  more  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  local  fee-bill.  The  petty 
jealousies  and  enmities  growing  out  of  the 
competition  between  physicians  practicing 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  are  destructive 
to  the  success  of  local  organization  as  a 
means  of  professional  advancement.  But 
in  a  society  that  includes  a  territory  so 
large  as  this,  there  is  comparative  freedom 
from  such  obstacles.  We  meet  from  diverse 
fields  of  labor,  and  can  freely  exchange  the 
thoughts  and  experiences  of  our  professional 
lives,  free  from  the  restraint  arising  from 
such  causes.  Every  member  of  this  asso- 
ciation has  had  personal  experience  in  prac- 
tice, and  has  made  observaiions  that  can  be 
instructive  and  of  interest  to  others. 

The  knowledge  gained  by  experience  and 
observation,  rightfullj^  belongs  to  the  pro- 
fession. It  is  a  property  that  does  not  im- 
poverish its  possessor  by  being  imparted  to 
others.  A  well  conducted  medical  society 
is  a  common  repository  for  such  knowledge. 
It  establishes  a  fund  upon  which  each  can 
draw  without  diminishing  the  capital. 

Medical  men  are  appreciated  by  the  pro- 
fession in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their 
contributions  to  medical  knowledge ;  and 
society  gives  ready  acknowledgment  to  their 
claims. 

The  enlightened  classes  in  every  com- 
munity^ appreciate  the  importance  of  an  in- 
telligent and  well  educated  medical  profes- 
sion, and  the  blessings  it  confers  upon 
society.  Yet  there  is  a  large  class  of  peo- 
ple who  have  no  rational  idea  of  what 
medicine  is.  There  are  sceptical  persons 
who  regard  it  as  simple  conjecture  ;  others 
as  some  great  mystery,  incomprehensible  to 
all  persons  who  have  not  been  initiated. 
Others  think  it  consists  of  some  plausible 
theory  which  t\iey  realty  cannot  compre- 
hend.    It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  men 
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of  high  attainments  and  good  judgment  in 
other  pursuits,  who  lose  all  their  good  com- 
mon sense  on  this  subject. 

We  do  not  deny  that  physicians  in  times 
past  have  guarded  their  medical  knowledge 
with  a  jealous  care,  and  encouraged  a  mys- 
terious and  blind  credulity,  believing  that  it 
gave  them  greater  influence  over  their  pa- 
tients and  inspired  them  with  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  means  of  cure. 

"But  medicine  of  the  present  day  has  no 
secrets,  it  discards  all  mj^stery,  and  rests 
its  claim  for  confidence  and  support  on  the 
plain  dictates  of  reason  and  common 
sense." 

True,  it  began  in  empiricism ;  certain 
results  were  observed  to  follow  certain 
causes.  Truths,  thus  ascertained  were  re- 
duced to  piinciples,  and  medicine  became  a 
science. 

Science  is  classified  knowledge.  The 
science  of  medicine  is  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  natural  science.  It  treats  of  the 
means  of  preventing  diseases  and  of  remov- 
ing them  when  actually  present.  The  art 
of  medicine  is  the  use  and  application  of 
this  knowledge  in  practice.  Its  office  is  to 
relieve  suffering  and  prevent  the  shortening 
of  the  natural  term  of  life.  It  can  not 
banish  death. 

A  physician,  as  the  name  implies,  is  a 
student  of  nature.  He  seeks  to  know  the 
why  and  wherefore.  He  learns  that  there 
is  a  fixed  and  immutable  relation  between 
cause  and  effect. 

All  the  phenomena  which  we  recognize 
are  the  results  of  certain  antecedent  condi- 
tions. None  of  the  operations  of  nature 
are  the  results  of  chance.  The  same  effects 
can  always  be  produced  by  the  same  causes 
and  in  the  same  manner.  The  simplest 
flower  of  the  field  and  the  majestic  oak,  can 
only  be  produced  under  certain  conditions, 
fixed  laws.  Each  must  be  derived  from  a 
parent  stock,  it  must  receive  light,  moisture, 
nourishment  and  a  certain  degree  of  heat. 

In  the  investigation  of  physical  phenom- 
ena there  is  no  field  for  speculation.     We 


must  search  for  facts.  What  is,  not  what 
might  have  been.  As  a  distinguished  writer 
has  said,  "The  method  by  which  success 
has  been  obtained  in  other  branches  of 
science  is  the  only  true  one  to  follow  in 
medicine,  while  any  departure  from  that 
method  is  almost  certain  to  lead  to  error." 
A  mathematical  problem  may  be  solved  to 
an  absolute  certainty ;  yet  it  is  no  more 
certain  in  its  results  than  the  operation  of 
chemical  actions,  or  the  laws  of  motion 
when  the  conditions  are  precisely  the  same. 
If  the  growth  and  well-being  of  the  little 
blade  of  grass  require  certain  indispensable 
conditions,  man,  the  noblest  of  nature's, 
works,  the  fruit  of  the  organized  world,, 
more  essentially  requires  a  combination  of 
conditions  which  are  necessary  to  life,  and 
favorable  to  his  well-being. 

Medicine  embraces  the  whole  science  of 
living  bodies.  But  as  practical  physicians 
we  have  to  deal  chiefly  with  those  physical 
influences  which  affect  the  vital  forces,  ap- 
plying those  found  to  be  salutar}^,  and 
avoiding  those  which  are  injurious,  so  as  to 
secure  the  desired  result,  either  in  prevent- 
ing disease,  or  changing  a  pathological  con- 
dition to  one  of  health.  It  is  in  the  extent 
and  correctness  of  our  knowledge  of  these 
agencies  that  the  perfection  of  the  practice 
of  medicine  consists. 

While  we  ma}-  regard  medicine  as  a  de- 
partment of  natural  science,  to  be  studied 
with  the  same  care  and  caution  as  other  de- 
partments, we  must  remember  that  it  is 
more  extensive  and  at  the  same  time  the 
most  obscure  of  all  its  branches.  The 
chemist,  silent  and  alone  in  his  laboratory, 
can  test  the  truth  of  his  discoveries.  "  The 
natural  philosopher  can  force  nature  to  the 
test  and  compel  her  to  reveal  her  secrets.'' 
Not  so  with  the  physician  ;  in  the  language 
of  Holland,  "  he  must  wait  in  patience  until 
an  opportunity  offers,  and  then  instead  of 
an  inanimate  mass  that  can  be  moulded  and 
tested  at  will,  he  has  a  living,  moving  body, 
constantly  changing,  never  stationary,  ani- 
mated by  a  spirit  modifying  the  phenomena 
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of    all   the    ordinary    laws    which    govern 
matter." 

It  is  from  this  complexity  of  conditions 
under  which  the  phenomena  of  diseases 
occur,  that  so  many  difficulties  arise  in  the 
wa}^  of  their  anal3^sis  and  arrangement. 

"  The  subjects  of  our  observations,"  says 
Sir  He  my  Holland,  "are  those  in  which 
matter  and  mind  are  concurrently  con- 
cerned. Matter  under  the  complex  and 
subtle  organization,  whence  vitality  and 
all  its  functions  are  derived.  Mind  in  its 
equally  mysterious  relations  to  the  organs 
thus  formed  ;  both  subject  to  numerous  in- 
fluences from  without,  both  undergoing  very 
various  changes  from  disease  within." 

We  find  few  cases  of  disease  which  are 
strictly  alike,  even  when  the  source  of  the 
disease  is  manifestly  the  same.  Idiosyn- 
cras}^  of  constitution  produces  variations  in 
the  phenomena  of  disease,  which  require 
modifications  of  treatment.  These  difficul- 
ties must  not  lessen  the  devotion  of  the 
physician  to  the  study  of  their  nature  and 
cure.  He  must  first  assure  himself  that  he 
is  in  the  right  direction,  then  pursue  his 
way  cautiously,  with  circumspection  and 
persistence. 

What  an  immense  amount  of  time  and 
labor  have  been  spent  in  building  up  and 
defending  idle  theories  !  Men,  in  their  im- 
agination, create  a  system  of  medicine,  and 
then,  with  all  the  ability  at  their  command, 
endeavor  to  sustain  the  substitution  of  their 
imaginations  for  the  laws  of  the  Creator.  I 
do  not  claim  that  these  efforts  are  entirely 
lost.  Some  good  ma}^  be  accomplished — a 
truth  discovered  and  added  to  the  general 
fund  of  knowledge. 

The  search  for  a  method  of  transforming 
the  baser  metals  into  gold,  and  to  find  a 
remedy  for  all  diseases  that  would  prolong 
human  life  indefinitely,  gave  rise  to  the 
science  of  chemistry,  a  greater  blessing  to 
mankind  than  all  the  gold  the  world  could 
contain.  The  science  of  astronomy  had 
astrology  for  its  cradle.  The  theories  and 
systems  of  Stahl,  Boerhave,  Haller,  Cullen 


and  Brown,  prevailed  in  turn,  but  gave  way 
to  succeeding  investigations  which  revealed 
their  fallacy.  Theories  and  systems  must 
ever  fall  when  not  based  on  natural  laws. 
Yet  who  can  say  that  medicine  has  not  been 
benefitted  by  the  efforts  of  those  men  ?  Any 
theory,  however  absurd  when  reduced  to 
practice,  may  be  the  means  of  the  discovery 
of  some  new  fact,  which  is  eventually  pre- 
served in  the  store-house  of  knowledge. 

Empiricism  was  the  cradle  of  all  science. 
This  is  no  apology  for  the  charlatan,  or 
mountebank.  The  man  who  is  sincere  in 
the  pursuit  of  a  fallacious  theory  may  be 
worthy  of  some  consideration,  but  humbug 
never. 

The  unbiased  physician  seeks  not  for 
means  to  sustain  and  defend  a  hj^pothesis. 
He  searches  and  stadies  the  book  of  nature 
to  find  out  the  truth.  By  the  aid  of  the 
microscope  it  has  been  ascertained  that  all 
tissues  are  produced  by  the  growth  and 
multiplication  of  cells  imperceptible  to  the 
naked  eye.  The  establishment  of  the  truth 
of  the  cell  theory  revolutionized  the  sciences 
of  physiology  and  pathology. 

The  causes  of  many  diseases  forever  hid- 
den from  the  unaided  senses,  are  now 
brought  into  view  and  their  mysterj^  solved. 
The  real  causes  of  disease  are  becoming 
better  known  every  day.  The  recent  inves- 
tigations of  Tyndall  and  other  scientists 
have  done  much  toward  clearing  away  the 
m3^stery  of  their  origin. 

The  germ  theory,  as  regards  many  dis- 
eases, has  been  fully  demonstrated  and  sus- 
tained by  facts.  When  the  husbandman 
sows  wheat  upon  a  soil  suited  to  its  growth, 
he  knows  he  will  reap  a  new  production  of 
the  same.  If  the  germs  of  small-pox  be 
sown  in  a  communitj'^,  we  know  that  in  cer- 
tain constitutions,  unprotected  by  prophy- 
lactic treatment,  they  will  find  lodgment  in 
a  soil  favorable  to  their  reproduction.  The 
same  is  true  of  other  diseases,  as  measles, 
scarlatina,  and  cholera.  The  affinitj^  be- 
tween the  causes  of  these  diseases,  and 
certain  conditions  of    constitution — condi- 
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tions  which  are  determined  by  age,  habits, 
surroundings,  heredity,  and  the  applica- 
tion or  negligence  of  sanitary  measures — 
are  recognized  by  every  observing  person. 

We  also  observe  that  the  causes  of  dis- 
ease choose  certain  organs  of  the  body  for 
their  manifestation.  In  some  cases  this  is 
observed  to  occur  with  an  exclusive  and 
decided  preference.  If  we  were  to  intro- 
duce certain  medicinal  or  noxious  agents 
into  the  circulating  blood,  all  the  organs 
would  be  equally  exposed  to  their  influence. 
Yet,  we  would  observe  that  opium,  for  ex- 
ample, would  stupefy  the  brain  and  contract 
the  pupil  of  the  eye.  Arsenic  would  in- 
flame the  stomach  ;  cantharides  irritate  the 
kidne3^s  ;  belladonna  produce  delirium  and 
dilate  the  pupil.  And  these  effects  will 
occur  with  so  much  regularitj^,  that  upon 
witnessing  them,  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
pronouncing  the  cause.  So,  in  the  excre- 
tions of  cholera,  the  characteristic  cutane- 
ous eruptions  of  measles,  scarlatina,  and 
small-pox,  the  irritation  of  the  air  passages 
in  influenza,  and  in  other  diseases  we  see 
certain  organs  of  the  human  bod}^  exhibit- 
ing uniform  phenomena  under  the  excite- 
ment of  specific  causes  with  almost  equal 
constancy,  and  but  little  modification. 

These  few  examples  serve  to  illustrate 
the  fact  that  medicine  is  not  mere  conjec- 
ture, as  many  persons  seem  to  believe ; 
(and  the  skeptics  are  not  all  outside  of  the 
medical  profession).  And  they  serve  to 
establish  the  truth  of  its  scientific  basis. 
But  medicine  is  not  a  perfect  science.  Al- 
though rapid  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  last  fifty  years,  -there  is  still  room  for 
investigation.  We  may  learn  of  the  pro- 
gress others  have  made,  may  have  great 
acquirements  in  medical  lore,  in  fact,  be 
walking  encyclopsedias  of  medicine,  but  this 
is  not  all  that  is  required. 

In  this  age  of  progress  no  one  can  afford 
^o  rest  upon  the  laurels  others  have  gained. 
In  the  application  of  accepted  theories,  in 
practical  life,  careful  observations  often 
lead  to  the  development  of  new  facts  which 


modify  or  change  ideas.  "  A  dwarf  stand- 
ing upon  the  shoulders  of  a  giant  can  see 
further  than  the  giant."  He  who  attains 
to  a  position  on  the  shoulders  of  the  intel- 
lectual giants  of  the  past,  has,  in  the  light 
of  the  intelligence  of  the  present  age  a  large 
and  profitable  field  for  observation. 

But  the  simple  acquisition  of  book  knowl- 
edge does  hot  make  the  successful  physi- 
cian. It  is  to  the  proper  application  of  this 
knowledge  in  practice^  that  we  must  look 
for  success.  No  one  would  think  for  a 
moment  of  making  a  skillful  workman  in 
any  of  the  mechanical  arts  by  giving  in- 
structions in  the  theory  of  mechanics  alone. 
The  muscles,  the  hands  and  the  eye  must 
be  educated  before  the  apprentice  becomes 
a  master.  Clinical  experience  is  no  less 
necessary  to  the  phj^sician.  The  senses 
must  be  educated  for  medical  work.  The 
ear  must  be  made  to  detect  the  diff'erence 
between  sounds  produced  b}^  normal  and 
abnormal  conditions.  The  eye  must  dis- 
tinguish the  variations  in  color,  expression, 
size,  and  contour ;  it  must  learn  to  read 
countenances  more  readily*  than  books. 
The  sense  of  smell  should  be  competent  to 
warn  against  noxious  vapors,  and  even  to 
detect  diseases  by  their  emenations  in  the 
atmosphere  of  a  sick-room.  But  more  es- 
sential to  the  physician  is  a  delicate  and 
discriminating  sense  of  feeling  or  touch  by 
the  hand. 

Dr.  Edward  Seguin,  in  a  paper  read  be- 
fore the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
1873,  refers  to  this  subject  in  the  following 
language : 

•■ '  We  feel  justified  in  giving  to  the  medi- 
cal education  of  the  hand  that  prominent 
position  which  the  hand  itself  occupies  in 
our  art.  Therefore  we  say,  from  first  to 
last,  let  us  educate  the  hand  ;  and  once  edu- 
cated, let  us  keep  it  to  the  highest  point  of 
sensitive  and  executive  capacity." 

Many  persons  well  qualified  by  intellect- 
ual training,  fail  as  practitioners,  on  ac- 
count of  natural  deficiency,  or  from  want  of 
proper    education    of    the    organs   of    the 
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senses.  You  would  be  slow  to  trust  the 
diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  heart  or  lungs 
to  a  man  whose  hearing  is  deficient.  No 
one  ever  succeeded  as  a  surgeon  whose  eye 
was  unmechanical,  or  whose  hand  was  tact- 
less and  bungling. 

I  would  that  ever}^  physician  might  real- 
ize the  responsibility  he  assumes  in  recom- 
mending 3^oung  men  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. The  phj^sical  adaptation  of  those 
seeking  admission  to  the  profession  should 
be  as  carefully  scrutinized  as  their  prepara- 
tion b}^  mental  training,  which  ought  never 
to  be  less  than  that  required  for  entrance 
upon  the  college  course  in  literary  institu- 
tions. 

Legislation  can  do  much  to  prevent  those 
who  present  no  evidence  of  competency 
from  dealing  out  drugs,  of  the  properties  of 
which  they  are  ignorant,  but  the  profession 
must  purge  itself  of  ignorance  and  incompe- 
tence, and  this  will  never  be  done  so  long 
as  the  gate,  is  so  wide  open  that  any  one, 

though  a  fool,  may  enter  therein. 

******** 

Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Association,  I 
thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  courtesy 
you  have  extended  me,  and  for  the  cordial 
support  I  have  received  as  the  presiding 
officer  during  the  past  year. 


A  CASE  OF  DIABETES  MILLITUS 

TREATED     WITH    CHLORAL 

HYDRATE;  RELIEVED. 


BY  E.  CROSS,  M.  D. 


Last  fall,  Mr.  N.,  a  Hebrew  merchant  of 
this  place,  aged  thirty- two,  called  on  me, 
stating  that  for  the  past  twelve  months  he 
had  been  suffering  from  what  his  physician 
called  diabetes,  and  that  it  had  been  pro- 
nounced incurable.  The  patient  stated  that 
he  was  drinking  from  six  to  ten  pints  of 
water  every  day,  and  perhaps  twice  as  much 


at  night,  and  that  he  was  forced  to  arise  so 
often  at  night  to  void  his  urine  and  procure 
drink  as  to  deprive  himself  and  room-mate 
of  necessary  sleep. 

The  patient  was  of  constipated  habit, 
with  a  worn  and  anxious  expression,  mu- 
cous membrane  of  mouth  dry,  tongue  red. 
A  specimen  of  the  urine  was  obtained  and 
submitted  to  my  partner.  Dr.  E.  T.  Easley, 
for  analysis,  who  found  its  specific  gravity 
to  be  as  high  as  1050,  and  yielding  ten  per 
cent,  sugar.  Upon  inquiry  I  ascertained 
that  his  treatment  had  been  such  as  is 
usually  prescribed,  diet,  flannel,  phosphoric 
acid,  opium,  etc.,  all  of  which  had  failed 
to  give  relief.  At  this  time  his  emaciation 
was  so  rapid,  and  his  thirst  and  nervous- 
ness from  want  of  sleep  so  great  that  he 
was  almost  forced  to  give  up  business. 

Proposing  to  begin  treatment  by  obtain- 
ing a  good  night's  rest  for  my  patient,  I 
directed  twenty  grains  chloral  every  half 
hour  until  sleep  should  be  induced.  The 
first  night  he  took  four  doses,  and  reported 
rest  and  more  sleep  than  he  had  had  for  six 
months,  adding  that  he  had  only  passed 
water  every  hour  instead  of  every  half  hour 
as  he  had  previouslj^  done.  I  ordered  the 
treatment  continued  through  the  day,  the 
same  dose  every  three  hours,  and  at  night 
as  before.  In  a  few  days  marked  improve- 
ment was  evident.  The  chloral  was  con- 
tinued for  four  weeks,  with  the  addition  of 
25  drops  muriate  tincture  of  iron  three 
times  daily,  when  he  reported  himself  as 
cured ;  said  he  slept  well,  that  he  did  not  get 
up  oftener  than  twice  at  night,  no  thirst,  urine 
nearly  normal  and  he  was  gaining  in  flesh. 
About  this  time  he  called  at  m}^  oflSce  to 
inquire  about  taking  a  trip  across  the  plains, 
and  was  advised  to  go.  He  returned  after 
four  months  a  well  man,  and  to-day,  twelve 
months  from  the  time  treatment  began,  is 
in  as  perfect  health  as  ever. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  this  case  and  ask  them,  at  least,  to 
give  the  remed}^  a  trial.  It  can  do  no 
harm,    and   may  do  good,  at   any  rate,   I 
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should  like  others  to  make  further  experi- 
ments with  it.  If  the  trouble  be  dependent 
upon  nervous  disturbance,  without  organic 
lesion,  why  may  not  this  agent  be  useful? 
I  would  be  pleased  if  the  profession  should 
give  chloral  a  trial,  for  unquestionably  its 
action  was  highly  satisfactory  in  the  only 
case  in  which  I  have  used  it. 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


oAjSe  of  anthrax  in  a  patient 

over  eighty  years  of 

age;  recovery. 


BY  D.  O.  MORRELL,  ST.  LOUIS. 


About  the   20th  of   June,    1876,  I  was 

called   to   see    Mr.  N.  Gr ,    of  Jersey 

county,  Illinois,  whom  I  found  suffering 
from  an  extensive  carbuncle  upon  the  back 
of  the  neck  which  had  first  made  its  ap- 
pearance two  weeks  before.  Until  my  visit 
he  had  received  no  treatment  for  the  affec- 
tion. The  patient  was  eighty-three  years 
of  age,  had  always  enjoyed  good  health, 
having  never  been  under  the  care  of  a  phy- 
sician before  ;  and  had  always  been  temper- 
ate in  his  habits. 

The  tumefaction  was  found  to  extend 
from  the  occipital  protuberance  to  the  sev- 
enth cervical  vertebra,  and  from  ear  to  ear. 
The  skin  and  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue 
of  the  back  of  the  neck  were  breaking 
down  and  sloughing  away ;  and  this  pro- 
cess continued  until  thirty-six  superficial 
square  inches  of  these  tissues  had  been 
destroj^ed. 

I  found  the  patient  without  chill,  fever, 
or  other  symptom  of  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. His  appetite  continued  good 
and  the  bodily  functions  were  well  per- 
formed. In  five  weeks  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  him  fully  recovered  from  his 
dangerous  affection. 

Treatment. — The  best,  most  highly  nu- 
tritious diet  which  could  be  had  :  beef-steak, 
roast-beef,  milk,  eggs  and  beef-tea.  The 
muriate  tincture  of  iron  was  given  in  twenty 


drop  doses,  three  times  a  day.  This  was 
the  only  medicine  given  by  the  mouth. 
Locally,  carbolized  oil  was  applied,  alter- 
nated with  a  solution  of  permanganate  of 
potash,  sufficiently  often  and  in  liberal 
quantity  to  insure  thorough  cleanliness  and 
disinfection. 

The  remarkably  good  result  obtained  I 
attribute  to  the  local  applications  and  the 
supporting  diet,  together  with  the  previous 
good  condition  of  the  patient's  constitution. 

St.  Louis,  January,  1877. 


®j;MStati(rtt^. 


THE  SLEEPY  DISEASE. 


(Translated  for  the  Clinical  Record.) 

This  singular  affection,  as  yet,  has  been 
observed  among  the  blacks  only.  At  the 
outset,  the  patients  show  a  strong  tendency 
to  sleep,  they  become  taciturn,  lose  appetite, 
and  fall  into  a  condition  of  considerable 
weakness  ;  then  the  disposition  to  sleep  be- 
comes overpowering  and  continual ;  and 
they  cease  from  sleeping  only  while  some 
one  is  rousing  them.  The  mental  faculties 
generally  remain  intact,  and  delirium  ap- 
pears only  exceptionally.  In  some  cases 
convulsions,  contractions  or  tremblings  oc- 
cur. Fever  is  observed  at  the  same  time, 
especially  at  night,  but  without  any  regu- 
larity. Death  ordinarily  occurs  following 
the  general  enfeeblement  of  the  powers  of 
life. 

The  lesions  which  are  found  are  quite 
various ;  softening  of  the  cerebral  tissues 
and  congestion  of  the  meninges,  especially ; 
but  these  are  far  from  being  constantly  ob- 
served, and  a  perfectly  healthy  condition  of 
the  brain,  and  anaemia  of  its  membranes 
have  been  noted  in  some  cases. 

Dr.  Carre,  who  studied  this  disease  at 
Saint-Louis,  Senegal,  and  who  has  given  a 
description  of  it  in  the  Gazette  Medicale, 
says  that  two  points  in  its  etiology  are 
demonstrated ;     its    frequency    in    certain 
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well-determined  regions,  which  are  almost 
all  found  in  western  Africa  (Gaboon,  Sene- 
gambia,  etc.),  and  its  predilection  for  the 
blacks,  who,  alone,  are  affected.  Also, 
that  it  has  been  considered  as  one  of  the 
forms  of  paludal  intoxication  ;  this  would 
imply  that  it  is  the  only  form  which  affects 
the  black  race,  which,  as  we  know,  is  re- 
bellious to  marsh  poisoning.  Dr.  Corre 
thinks  that  the  hypnotism  is  rather  the  re- 
sult of  a  slow  poisoning  arising  from  an 
alteration  in  the  materials  constituting  the 
food  of  the  blacks,  such  as  rice,  millet, 
maize,  etc.  If  it  should  be  proven  that 
this  cause  is  not  the  true  one,  we  may  per- 
haps, attribute  it  to  the  profoundly  depress- 
influence  of  home-sickness,  which  is  much 
more  active  than  is  generally  believed, 
among  the  Negroes. 

Other  authors  have  considered  this  dis- 
ease as  a  form  of  encephalitis. 

We  find  another  opinion  expressed  in  the 
Courrier  Medical,  by  M.  Ulecia,  from  simi- 
lar facts  observed  in  Cuba.  He  believes  it 
to  be  an  ischsemic  neurosis,  the  functional 
troubles  being  due  to  defective  innervertion 
produced  by  an  alteration  in  the  blood. — 
Journal  de  Med.  et  de  Chir.  pratiques,  Jan- 
uary, 1877.  v^.  B.  H. 

[Professor  Hammond  (Sleep  and  its  De- 
rangements, page  294)  arrived  at  about  the 
same  conclusions  many  years  ago.  He 
says  :  ' '  Probabty  the  primary  derange- 
ment was  seated  in  the  sympathetic  nerve 
and  its  ganglia,  it  having  been  well  settled 
by  familiar  observation,  and  by  recent  con- 
tributions to  physiology  and  pathology,  that 
one  of  the  chief  functions  of  this  system  is 
to  regulate  the  caliber  qf  the  blood-vessels, 
and  thus  to  determine  the  amount  of  blood 
circulating  through  any  organ  or  part  of  the 
body."  If  we  accept  the  theory  that  there 
are  two  antagonistic  sets  of  nerves  in  the 
vaso-motor  system :  dilators  and  constric- 
tors (Vulpian) ,  we  may  suppose  that  some 
cause  must  powerfully  stimulate  the  vaso- 
constrictor fibres  and  that  cerebral  anaemia 
must  be  the  result. — Ed.  Record]. 


ON  HEMORRHAGE  FOLLOWING 
ARTIFICIAL   ANEMIA. 


Artificial  anaemia,  by  the  method  of  Prof. 
Esmarch,  of  Kiel,  Germany,  has  proved 
itself  a  great  surgical  boon,  by  husbanding 
the  blood  during  amputations.  Of  late 
some  complaint  has  been  made  by  surgeons 
that  consecutive  hemorrhage  was  often  ob- 
served in  cases  in  which  that  method  had 
been  employed.  The  distinguished  author 
has  therefore  embraced  the  occasion  offered 
by  the  assembling  of  the  Fifth  Surgical 
Congress  of  Germany,  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions to  his  method  by  the  following  sug- 
gestions, which,  .he  assures  us,  have  pro- 
tected his  patients  against  consecutive  loss 
of  blood : 

1.  Apply  the  roller  so  tightly  that  the 
member  appears  pallid  and  bloodless  after 
its  removal. 

2.  Wait  a  minute  or  two,  and  be  sure 
that  the  blood  does  not  return,  before  ope- 
rating. 

3.  Do  not  constrict  the  extremity  too 
severely,  else  the  vaso-motor  nerves  become 
temporarily  paralyzed  and  parenchymatous 
bleeding  be  permitted. 

4.  Whatever  method  of  amputation  may 
be  preferred,  the  division  of  the  muscles 
should  be  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  the 
limb,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  detection  and 
ligation  of  vessels. 

5.  The  veins  should  likewise  be  secured, 
a  practice  both  harmless  and  preservative. 

6.  After  the  vessels  have  thus  been  all 
closed  that  can  be  discovered,  remove  the 
tubular  constriction  at  once.  At  first  the 
wound  looks  pale,  but  soon  becomes  red, 
and  oozing  commences  from  numerous 
points,  as  it  were,  but  easily  controlled, 
however,  by  the  ice-water  douche  or  irriga- 
tion. If  a  larger  vessel  should  have  es- 
caped attention,  secure  it.  After  the  wound 
has  been  left  open  a  short  time,  and  oozing 
has  entirely  subsided,  it  may  be  safely 
closed  without  fear  of  further  trouble  from 
that  source.  l.  b. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF 
THE  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS  MED- 
ICAL ASSOCIATION. 


FIRST    DAY. 

Carbondale,  III.,  Jan.  17,  1877. 

Association  met  in  Carbondale,  Illinois, 
January  17,  1877,  at  two  o'clock,  in  the 
lecture  hall  of  the  Normal  University,  H. 
Wardner,  M.  D.,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  Association  being  called  to  order  by 
the  Pres-ident,  praj^er  was  offered  by  Dr.  J. 
A.  Robinson,  D.  D.,  after  which  Dr.  James 
Robarts  delivered  a  very  eloquent  address 
of  welcome. 

The  Secretar}"  then  called  the  role,  when 
the  following  named  members  were  found 
to  be  present:  Drs.  H.  Wardner,  D.  S. 
Booth,  J.  R.  Smith,  W.  A.  Looney,  H.  J. 
Stalker,  Wm.  A.  Gordon,  S.  H.  Bundy,  A. 
N.  Lodge,  J.  L.  Perryman,  M.  W.  Clen- 
denin,  C.  W.  Dunning,  L.  Dyer,  M.  G. 
Parsons,  James  Robarts,  J.  R.  Rainey, 
Noel.  R.  Gordon,  W.  S.  Marshall,  E.  B. 
Chapin,  H.  C.  Hacker,  W.  C.  Lence,  J.  I. 
Hale,  John  McLane,  F.  S.  Dodds,  B.  F. 
Ross,  J.  H.  Mitchell,  G.  W.  Elkins,  J.  R. 
Rosson  andE.  Day. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  semi-annual 
meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  Drs. 
J.  L.  Perryman,  W.  A.  Gordon,  W.  S. 
Marshall,  J.  R.  Rainey  and  W.  A.  Looney 
to  act  as  a  board  of  censors,  who  recom- 
mended the  following  named  applicants  for 
membership:  J.  S.  Williams,  M.  D., 
Tamaroa ;  A.  P.  Baker,  M.  D.  and  M.  D. 
Baker.  M.  D.,  Cottage  Home,  Williamson 
county;  T.  B.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Belleville  ; 
L.  Bremmer,  M.  D.,  Belleville  ;  J.  M.  Wil- 
son, M.  D.,  Evansville,  and  E.  Day,  M. 
D.,  Grand  Tower. 

The  Secretary's  report  was  read,  adopted 
and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the 


election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
with  the  following  result :  L.  Dyer,  M.  D., 
President;  James  Robarts,  M.  D.,  First 
Vice-President ;  D.  S.  Booth,  M.D.,  Second 
Vice-President;  C.  W.  Dunning,  M.  D., 
Secretary ;  H.  Wardner,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

On  motion  the  following  named  gentle- 
men were  elected  censors  for  the  ensuing 
year  :  Drs.  J.  L.  Perryman,  A.  N.  Lodge, 
W.  A.  Looney,  John  R.  Rosson  and  W.  S. 
Marshall. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  address- 
of  welcome  of  Dr.  James  Robarts,  of  Car- 
bondale, and  Dr.  C.  W.  Dunning,  atCairOy 
be  furnished  the  secretary  to  be  preserved 
in  the  archives  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
induct  the  President  elect  to  his  station. 
Upon  being  introduced  Dr.  Dyer  said  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Association,  I  am^ 
gratified  for  this  mark  of  your  confidence 
and  kindness.  I  shall  need  your  indul- 
gence ;  I  shall  need  your  cooperation  in 
order  that  I  ma}^  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
oflSce  to  which  you  have  called  me  satisfac- 
torily. I  will  endeavor  to  serve  you  faith- 
fx\\\.y.  I  hope  our  meeting  will  be  pleasant 
to  us  and  profitable.  You  do  not  expect  of 
me  a  speech.     Again  I  thank  you. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  regular 
order  of  business  be  suspended  until  to- 
morrow at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Dr.  Bundy  ofiTered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Asso^ 
elation  that  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  should  be  regulated  by  some  suita- 
ble statutory  provision,  and  as  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  our  State  Legislature 
with  that  view  ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  take  the  subject  under  consid- 
eration and  report  to  this  meeting. 

Whereupon  the  President  appointed  the 
following  as  a  committee :  Drs.  Bundy, 
Booth,  Wardner,  Gordon  and  Robarts. 

Dr.  Dunning  oflfered  the  following  resolu- 
tion as  an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws, 
which  was  adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  all  moneys  paid  into  this 
Association  be  received  by  the  Secretary, 
and  paid  b}'  him  to  the  Treasm-er,  taking 
the  Treasurer's  receipt  for  the  same. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  seven  o'clock, 
p.  m. ,  to  hear  the  annual  address  delivered 
by  Dr.  Wardner. 

Evening  session  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  hall  being  well  filled  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  and  citizens  of 
Carbondale,  who  listened  with  great  pleas- 
ure and  interest  to  the  able  address  of  Dr. 
Wardner. 

Adjourned  till  nine,  a.  m.,  18th  inst. 


second  day. 
January  18th,  9,  a.  m. 

Association  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Booth,  of  Sparta,  chairman  of 
standing  committee  on  Surgery,  reported, 
first,  a  paper  on  Potts'  disease  and  history 
of  case  as  treated  by  Say  re's  method  ;  sec- 
ond, case  of  hepatic  abscess,  treated  suc- 
cessfully ;  and  third,  dislocation  of  astraga- 
lus, successfully  reduced. 

Dr.  Rainey  reported  a  case  of  ovariotomy. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Ferryman  made  verbal  reports 
of  several  interesting  cases. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Stalker  moved  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  was 
laid  over  under  the  rules :  That  Article 
Second  be  changed  so  as  to  add  to  the  list 
of  officers  an  assistant  recording  secretary. 

The  following  communication  was  re- 
ceived from  Prof.  Allyn,  principal  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Normal  University  : 

Carbondale,  Jackson  county.  111.,      ) 
January  18th,  1877.  ) 
To  the  President  and  members  of  the  South- 
ern Illinois  Medical  Association!,  in  session 
at  Carbondale,  Illinois: 
Gentlemen  : — In  behalf  of  the  faculty  of 
the  Southern  Illinois  Normal  University,  I 
have  the  honor  to  invite  you  to  visit  our 
school,  now  in  session,  to  witness  our  class 
exercises,  our  calisthenics   and  general  ex- 
ercises, to  visit  our  librar}^  and  cabinet  and 
museum,  at  such  hours  as  may  suit  your 
convenience. 


Wishing  you  a  pleasant  stay  in  our  city 
and  great  success  in  your  honorable  profes- 
sion, 1  remain,  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  my 
associates,  most  obediently  your  servant, 

Robert  Allyn, 
Principal   Southern   Illinois  Normal    Uni- 
versity. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  invita- 
tion of  the  president  and  faculty  of  the 
Normal  University  be  accepted.  Where- 
upon the  Association  visited  the  recitation 
hall,  and  were  entertained  very  agreeably 
for  an  hour  in  witnessing  the  calisthenic 
exercises.  On  returning  to  the  hall  of  the 
Association,  Dr.  Robarts  presented  a  case 
of  amputation  at  the  shoulder  joint  (right 
side)  for  the  inspection  of  the  members. 

A  paper  was  read  from  Dr.  Agnew,  re- 
porting a  case  for  examination.  The  Presi- 
dent appointed  Drs.  Booth,  Bundy,  Ward- 
ner, Chapin  and  Perryman  a  committee  to 
examine  the  case,  who,  after  consultation, 
reported  it  as  belonging  to  the  syphilides. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  was  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  Dr.  Agnew  the 
result  of  the  consultation. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  Dr.  W. 
A.  Gordon,  of  Chester,  be  added  to  the 
board  of  censors. 

An  animated  discussion  upon  the  relative 
merits  of  sulphuric  ether  and  chloroform  as 
anaesthetic  agents,  was  participated  in  by 
several  members. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  chair 
appoint  a  committee  to  make  nominations 
for  delegates  to  the  State  and  National 
medical  societies,  and  report  a  suitable 
place  to  hold  the  next  semi-annual  meeting,^ 
and  also  a  committee  of  arrangements. 
Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  Drs.  Ward- 
ner, McLane  and  Booth. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  two  p.  m 


Association  met  at  two,  p.  m.,  pursuant 
to  adjournment. 

Report  of  Dr.  Bratton,  Treasurer  for 
1876,  was  received  and  ordered  placed  on 
file,  and  the  amount  accompanying  said 
report  ($23)  was  paid  to  the  Secretary. 
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On  motion,  the  committee  on  Midwifery 
was  continued  till  next  semi-annual  meet- 
ing, and  Drs.  Dunning  and  Clendenin  were 
added  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  on  Gynaecology  was  given 
further  time  to  report. 

The  committee  on  Nervous  Diseases  was 
continued. 

Dr.  Rosson  reported  a  case  of  pneumo- 
nia, also  a  case  of  granular  conjunctivitis, 
which  excited  considerable  discussion. 

Necrolog}^ :  report  of  Dr.  Jas.  Robarts 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Jas.  L.  Skinner,  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  and  published  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be 
sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  committee  appointed  to  select  dele- 
gates to  the  American  Medical  Association, 
reported  the  following  names  :  Drs.  J.  L. 
Ferryman,  S.  H.  Bundy,  H.  C.  Hacker,  W. 
A.  Gordon,  S.  W.  Marshall,  C.  W.  Dun- 
ning, T.  K.  Rainey  and  W.  C.  Lence,  and 
the  following  as  delegates  to  the  State  Med- 
ical Society:  Drs.  D.  S.  Booth,  J.  R. 
Rosson,  John  McLane,  L.  B.  Moore,  L. 
Bremmer,  J.  R.  Walker,  W.  A.  Gordon? 
A.  DeFoe,  J.  R.  Smith,  A.  R.  Beattie,  W. 
A.  Looney,  Jas.  Robarts,  J.  H.  Mitchell, 
G.  W.  Elkins  and  A.  N.  Lodge. 

The  committee  also  reported  that  the  next 
semi-annual  meeting  in  June  next,  would 
be  held  in  the  city  of  Anna,  Union  county, 
and  Drs.  Dodds,  Hale,  Hacker,  Lence, 
Mercer  and  Ross  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  make  all  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  session. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
propriety  of  presenting  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature,  in  reference  to  a  bill  now  be- 
fore that  body,  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  this  State,  recommended  that 
Dr.  Bundy  be  appointed  a  committee  of  one 
to  represent  this  Association  before  the 
Legislature. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Looney  introduced  the  follow- 
ing as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  : 

Besolved,  That  Section  4  of  the  Consti- 


tution be  so  amended  as  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  and  semi-annual  meeting  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  June." 

The  President  announced  the  following 
committees : 

On  Nervous  Diseases — Dr.  Jno.  McLane, 
Du  Quoin  ;  Dr.  E.  Day,  Grand  Tower. 

On  Obstetrics— Drs.  S.  H.  Bundy,  W.  A. 
Gordon,  J.  H.  Mitchell,  C.  W.  Dunning 
and  W.  M.  Clendenin. 

On  Gynaecology — Drs.  F.  S.  Dodds,  W. 
R.  McKenzie  and  S.  W.  Marshall. 

On  Practice  of  Medicines — Drs.  W.  Duff 
Green,  W.  C.  Pace,  A.  N.  Lodge,  D.  H. 
McCord. 

On  Surgery — Drs.  J.  Robarts,  A.  DeFoe 
and  H.  S.  Plummer. 

On  Materia  Medica — Drs.  J.  I.  Hale,  J. 
C.  Grey,  H.  J.  Peavler. 

On  Diseases  of  Children — Drs.  J.  R.  Rai- 
ney, A.  C.  Lucas,  T.  Lawrence,  F.  Guthrie. 

On  Climatology — Drs.  G.  W.  Elkins,  J. 
I.  Farnan,  H.  W.  McCoy. 

On  Mental  Diseases — Drs.  F.  W.  Mercer 
and  J.  R.  Smith. 

On  Ophthalmology — Drs.  W.  L.  Parsons 
and  John  T.  Pollack. 

On  Necrology — Dr.  David  S.  Booth,  of 
Sparta. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 


Association  met  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  pur- 
suant to  adjournment,  Dr.  James  Roberts, 
Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  the  prepared  address  of  Dr. 
Bundy  was  deferred  until  the  semi-annual 
meeting,  at  Anna,  in  June  next. 

Report  of  Dr.  J.  Robarts,  chairman  of 
committee  an  Necrology  : 

Dr.  James  L.  Skinner  was  born  in  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  September  13,  1839  ;  died 
on  board  steamer  A.  L.  Kreeg,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  August  5th,  1876,  being  near 
thirt3'-seven  years  old.  Educated  in  the 
best  schools  the  city  of  his  birth  afforded, 
he  studied  medicine  in  the  Louisville  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  and  received  his  diploma 
from  this  institution  in  1866.  He  subse- 
quently received  the  diploma  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville,  Ky.,  ad  eundem, 
March  1,  1870. 
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It  was  m}'  fortune  to  become  acquainted 
with  Dr.  Skinner  soon  after  he  settled  in 
Marph3'sboro,  Jackson  count}^,  111.  His 
delicate,  slender  frame  corresponded  with 
the  tender  sympathies  of  his  mind  and  soul. 
His  affable,  genceel  manners  marked  him 
as  a  gentleman  of  the  first  order.  He  was 
consequentl}^  beloved  by  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him.  His  loA^e  of  his  profes- 
sion made  him  endure  exposure  when  na- 
ture's inward  dictates  would  have  kept  him 
in  his  home.  In  him  we  have  lost  a  son  of 
science  and  a  lover  of  his  race,  we,  there- 
fore. 

Resolve^  That,  whereas  our  Almighty 
Father  has  removed  from  our  society  and 
from  others  who  held  him  dear,  Dr.  James 
L.  Skinner ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  we  tender  to  his  family 
and  friends  our  hearty  sympathy. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
be  printed  m  the  minutes  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  Medical  Association  and  forwarded 
to  the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  L.  Skinner. 

James  Rob  arts. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Association 
were  tendered  Dr.  Wardner  for  the  able  and 
impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  presided 
over  the  Association,  and  that  a  copy  of  his 
address  be  requested  for  preservation  in  the 
archives  of  the  Association. 

The  following  resolutions  were,  on  motion, 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Asso- 
ciation are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Trustees 
and  Faculty  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University  for  kindly  placing  the  lecture 
hall  of  the  University  at  its  disposal,  and 
for  other  courtesies  extended. 

Resolved^  That  our  thanks  be  also  ex- 
tended to  the  committee  of  arrangements 
for  their  earnest  labors  in  behalf  of  the 
Association. 

Resolved^  That  our  most  sincere  thanks 
are  also  tendered  to  the  liberal-hiinded  peo- 
ple of  Carbondale  for  their  generous  hospi- 
tality, which  has  made  it  indeed  pleasant 
for  us  while  their  guests. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  furnished  the  city  paper  of  Carbon- 
dale  for  publication. 

On   motion,    the   Association   adjourned 

sine  die. 

C.  W.  Dunning,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


SPRINGFIELD,   MISSOURI,   MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 


Springfield,  Mo.,  Jan.  1,  1877. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Tefft  reported  a  case  of  cere- 
bral   embolism    with    aphasia,    and    right 
hemiplegia.     The  subject   was  a   lady  be- 
tween forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age.     She 
was  seized,  on  arising  in  the  morning,  with 
rigors,  and  complained   that  she  could  not 
see  well.     She  was   assisted   to   bed,    and 
was  in  a  somewhat  stupid  state  for  three  or 
four  hours,  but  was  not  comatose.     It  was 
then  discovered  that   she  had  paralysis  of, 
the  right  upper  extremity  and  of  the  right 
side  of  the  face  and  tongue.     The  aphasia 
was  both  ataxic    and   amnesic,  though  not 
complete   in  either  form.     She   seemed  to 
understand  perfectly  what  was  said  to  her, 
but  in  speaking  or  attempting  to  speak,  in 
most   instances,   would   fail   to   recall   the 
right  words,  in  some,  the  memory  of  words 
was    perfect.      The    articulation   of    occa- 
sional words  was  natural,  but  for  the  most 
part   there   was  a   curious   combination  of 
unintelligible  sounds.     No  history  of  ante- 
cedent  rhumatism  could   be  obtained,  but 
she    had   been   long   subject   to    "palpita- 
tion" and  was  short-winded.     Auscultation 
showed   a   bruit   coincident  with  the  first 
sound.     Pulse   feeble,  face   pale,    and  ex- 
tremities cool.     No  ophthalmoscopic  exam- 
ination was  made.     The   Doctor  supposed 
that,  in   accordance  with  the   teachings  of 
late  physiologists,  the  case  should  be  diag- 
nosed as  an  embolism  of  the  left   middle 
cerebral  artery  or  of  a  branch  of  it,  pro- 
ducing anaemia  of  the  Island  of  Reil,  or  of 
the  particular   convolution  which  presides 
over  the  faculty  of  speech. 

The  treatment  instituted  was :  A  hot 
pediluvium  every  few  hours,  after  reaction 
full  doses  of  bromide  of  potassium  and 
laxatives.  During  the  second  week  she 
took  small  doses  of  quinine,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  third  week  she  got 
five  drops  of  the  fluid  extract  of  nux  vomi- 
ca three  times  a  day.     The  paralysis  disap- 
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peared  during  the  second  week.  At  the 
end  of  four  weeks  she  had  so  far  regained 
her  speech  as  to  be  able  to  make  herself 
understood,  though  she  was  not  able  to  fully 
express  her  wishes  either  by  speaking  or 
writing. 

Dr.  Tefft  also  reported  a  caee  of  Bell's 
palsj^,  arising  from  exposure  to  cold,  the 
so-called  rheumatic  facial  paral3'^sis.  The 
levator  aud  tensor  palati  were  paralyzed, 
showing  the  lesion  to  be  within  the  petrous 
bone,  as  high  up  as  the  gangliform  enlarge- 
ment. The  notable  point  in  the  case  was 
the  complete  loss  of  taste  on  the  affected 
side  of  the  tongue,  without  dryness.  Tests 
were  .made  with  salt,  gugar,  mustard  and 
capsicum.  The  Doctor  argued  that  the 
chorda  tj^mp^ni  is  a  nerve  of  special  sense  ; 
that  the  seventh  nerve  is  a  compound  nerve, 
having  the  pars  intermedia  of  Wrisberg  for 
its  sensory  root. 

Origin  of  Infantile  Syphilis. — We 
make  the  following  abstract  from  an  article 
by  Dr.  Robert  Cory,  Assistant  Obstetric 
Physician  to  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  pub- 
lished in  the  Lancet  for  June  17,  '76,  and 
copied  into  Braithwaite'' s  Retrospect  for 
January,  '77. 

Dr.  Cory  claims  that  the  cases  reported 
of  the  father  having  had  syphilis,  the 
mother  remaining  absolutely  free,  while  the 
child  to  which  she  has  given  birth  after- 
wards suffers  from  the  disease,  are  not 
proven.  In  fact,  that  the  fact  observed 
and  stated  by  Hutchinson,  "that  he  had 
never  known  a  mother  infected  b}"  suckling 
her  syphilitic  child,"  is  proof  against  the 
theory,  for  her  protection  is  evidently  due 
to  the  fact  that  she  had  a  previous  attack  of 
the  disease. 

"With  regard  to  that  class  of  cases  where 
the  mother,  during  pregnancy,  without  any 
discovered  primary  inoculation,  suffers  from 
S3^philitic  symptoms,  and  transmits  the  dis- 
ease to  her  offspring,  he  offers  the  following 
interpretation :  In  all  cases,  where  the 
mother  shows  symptoms  of  syphilis  while 
carrying  her  child,  and  afterwards  gives 
birth  to  an  apparently  healthy  child,  which 


is  subsequently  attacked,  she  infects  her 
offspring  at  birth  by  her  blood  ;  for  we  can 
readil}'  suppose  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
separation  of  the  placenta,  before  the  foetal 
circulation  has  ceased,  some  of  the  mother's 
blood  may  be  swept  into  the  foetal  circula- 
tion along  the  umbilical  vein.  If  this  be  so 
it  will  also  explain  why  the  liver  is  so  early 
and  seriously  affected  in  infantile  syphilis. 
In  answer  to  the  question :  How  is  the 
mother  affected  if  not  by  the  foetus  ?  he  an- 
swers by  the  following  suggestion :  That 
previous  to  her  pregnancy  the  mother  has 
been  infected  by  an  ovum  impregnated  with 
a  diseased  spermatozoon,  and  the  necessary 
result  of  this  has  been  an  early  abortion,  so 
early,  perhaps,  as  only  to  cause  a  retarded 
menstruation  ;  that  ultimately  two  healthy 
elements  have  combined,  with  the  result  of 
producing  a  healthy  foetus.  In  some  cases, 
moreover,  a  primary  inoculation  may  have 
been  overlooked.  It  really  seems  quite  in- 
credible that  a  child,  the  offspring  of  a  dis- 
eased first  element,  should  apparently  be  in 
perfect  health  at  birth,  and  moreover, 
should  have  transmitted,  long  before  this 
time,  a  disease  to  its  parent  of  which  it 
shows  no  symptoms  itself.  Another  fact 
which  supports  these  views  is  the  period 
elapsing  between  the  birth  and  the  mani- 
festation of  the  disease,  which,  though  per- 
haps a  little  shorter  than  the  incubatory 
period  of  sj^philis,  is  yet  not  far  from  coin- 
ciding. 

Dr.  Cory  also  invites  attention  to  the 
great  difference  between  all  other  heredi- 
tary diseases  and  syphilis,  if  we  accept  the 
ordinary  theory  on  the  subject.  In  most, 
if  not  all,  the  individuals  subject  to  heredi- 
tary disease  health  remains  until  they  are 
subjected  to  the  noxious  influences  which 
gave  rise  to  the  disease  in  the  parents.  In 
other  words,  they  are  born  with  a  greater 
liability  to  be  influenced  by  external  irri- 
tants. Some  portion  of  their  construction 
is  weak,  but  the}^  are  not  born  with  the 
disease. 

But  this  is  not  what  is  contended  for 
syphilis.  Here  a  disease  is  fostered  in  the 
growing  embryo  ;  it  is  built  up  with  it,  but 
it  is  not  destined  to  show  itself  until  three 
or  four  weeks  after  birth.  No  care  can 
avoid  the  attack.  The  disease  is  present, 
is  strictl}^  inherited.  The  difference,  there- 
fore, is  easily  seen,  because  if  syphilis  car- 
responded  to  the  other  inherited  diseases,  a 
child  would  be  born  with  a  greater  liability 
to  take  syphilis,  but  not  with  the  disease. 


254 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


There  are  some  individuals  who  are  born 
with  a  liability  to  take  small-pox.  These 
ma}'  have  it  three  or  four  times  in  their  life. 
The}'  inherit  small-pox  in  the  same  way  as 
another  inherits  phthisis  ;  for  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  phthisis  is  always  the 
result  of  external  irritants  acting  upon  a 
weak  lung ;  the  weak  lung  is  inherited, 
but  not  the  phthisis. 

The  explanation  that  has'  been  offered  to 
account  for  the  manifestation  of  syphilis  in 
the  infant  four  weeks  or  so  after  birth,  he 
thinks,  leaves  the  matter  in  as  much  ob- 
scurity as  ever.  He  refers  to  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Hutchinson — that  the  child  may 
manifest  symptoms  of  syphilis  when  ex- 
posed to  the  light  in  some  such  way  as 
chlorophyl  is  developed  in  the  leaves  of 
plants,  or  as  the  tadpole  is  developed  into 
the  frog  by  the  same  influence. 

Heredity  and  Consanguineous  Mar- 
riages.— We  condense  the  following  from 
a  recent  editorial  in  the  London  Luncet. 
Dr.  Blandford's  recent  introductory  lecture 
at  St.  G-eorge's  Hospital  is  quoted,  in  which 
the  hereditary  tendency  of  nervous  dis- 
eases is  specially  noted.  There  are  various 
sources  (of  idiocy,  insanity,  epilepsy,  neu- 
ralgia, chorea  and  hysteria)  which  are  un- 
avoidable, he  said,  but  men  and  women  can 
help  marrying  when  they  have  had  an  attack 
of  insanity,  or  when  their  families  are  tainted 
through  and  through  with  the  disease.  In 
all  such  cases  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that 
the  medical  man  should  oppose  marriage,  or 
at  any  rate,  should  not  sanction  it.  Noth- 
ing can  be  better  established  than  that  all 
the  above-named  affections  are  hereditary. 
Esquirol  found  that  in  more  than  twenty- 
four  per  cent,  of  his  cases,  insanity  resulted 
from  hereditary  transmission,  Parchappe 
estimated  the  proportion  at  twelve  per  cent., 
Guislain  at  twenty-five  per  cent.  Briquet 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  those  affected  with  hysteria  had 
parents  who  suffered  from  nervous  diseases, 
and  nearly  equal  proportions  would  proba- 
bly be  obtained  if  reliable  statistics  of  the 
other  affections  could  be  obtained.  Dr. 
Blandford  limited  his  observations  to  nerv- 
ous diseases,  but  unhappily,  nervous  dis- 
eases, or  rather  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system,  are  not  the  only  ones  that  are 
hereditary.  GrOut,  rheumatism,  tubercle, 
scrofula,  cancer,  syphilis,  with  their  endless 
modifications  and  varied  consequences,  here 
affecting  the  vascular  system,  there  the  os- 


seous, here  the  organs  of  special  sense,  and 
there  the  mucous  membrane  or  glands, 
furnish  a  long  list  of  maladies  which  might 
well  make  the  most  fervid  philanthropist 
despair,  and  lead  a  timid  man  to  hesitate 
before  he  plunges  into  matrimony,  or  ■  at 
least,  to  inspect  with  some  interest  the 
family  history  of  his  future  wife  as  well  as 
his  own. 

Fortunately,  under  favorable  conditions, 
the  tendency  of  the  seeds  of  these  diseases 
to  develop  disappears,  and  with  good  air, 
good  food,  and  free  exercise,  the  offspring 
even  of  somewhat  vitiated  parents  grow  up 
healthy  and  strong. 

The  writer  directs  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  not  confusing  the  heredity  of 
certain  forms  of  disease  with  the  effects  of 
consanguineous  marriages.  He  holds  the 
view  ' '  that  healthy  cousins  are  likely  to 
produce  healthy  progeny,  but  that  where 
there  is  distinct  proclivity  to  disease  on 
both  sides,  such  marriages  should  be  op- 
posed, not  because  the  contracting  parties 
are  cousins,  but  because  the  existence  of 
such  proclivity  in  the  father  and  mother  is 
almost  sure  to  result  in  the  intensification 
of  the  disease.  Voisin  satisfied  himself 
that  amongst  1 ,557  cases  of  idiocy,  insanity, 
and  epilepsy,  which  came  under  his  obser- 
vation in  the  Bicetre  and  Salpetriere,  not 
one  could  be  traced  to  a  marriage  of  kin- 
dred— a  rather  remarkable  fact ;  and  Mr. 
Child  has  collected  a  considerable  body  of 
evidence  to  the  same  effect.  If  the  parents 
have  an  equal  predisposition  to  disease,  it 
matters  not,  so  far  as  the  offspring  is  con- 
cerned, whether  they  are  related  or  not. 
Under  either  circumstance,  as  Dr.  Bland- 
ford  maintains,  the  surgeon's  duty  is  to 
oppose,  if  not  forbid,  their  marriage. 
Tastes,  it  is  proverbial,  differ  in  regard  to 
what  constitutes  beauty  in  man  or  woman, 
but  few  will  disagree  as  to  health  ;  and  they 
will  best  consult  their  own  happiness,  and 
that  of  their  family,  who  take  a  helpmate  of 
strong  constitution  and  pure  blood." 

Blood-letting  in  Puerperal  Eclamp- 
sia.— Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta, 
Ga. ,  in  a  long,  clear  and  logical  article 
{Am.  Jour,  of  Obstet.^  Aug.  '76)  discusses 
the  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  this 
formidable  affection.  We  haA^e  space  to 
give  only  an  abstract  of  his  conclusions, 
earnestly  commending  the  entire  article  to 
the  attention  of  our  readers  : 

1 .  We  are  not  authorized,  at  present,  in 
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recognizing  cerebral  phthora,  cerebral  anae- 
mia, uraemia,  or  other  toxic  condition  of  the 
blood,  as  furnishing  a  uniform  etiology  for 
puerperal  eclampsia.  No  particular  one  of 
them  is  especially  necessary  as  an  element 
in  its  production. 

2.  The  proximate  cause  of  puerperal 
eclampsia  is  the  same  as  that  of  every  form 
of  convulsive  action^  viz:  nervous  irritation^ 
centric  or  peripheric,  or  both  combined. 

3.  Although  the  designation  of  irritation 
as  the  proximate  cause  of  all  convulsions 
may  be  regarded  as  an  ancient  truism,  still, 
he  contends,  it  is  a  real  advance,  for  to 
accept  it  is  to  relinquish  the  conjectural, 
uncertain  and  unknown,  for  the  familiar, 
the  well-established,  the  consistant  and  the 
safe. 

4.  This  being  recognized,  then  the  only 
indication,  the  object  of  all  treatment  is — 
to  quiet  and  to  subdue  irritation. 

5.  The  well-known  superiority  of  opium 
and  its  preparations  for  controlling  irrita- 
tion, renders  it  the  first,  and  most  ready, 
and  the  most  effectual  of  all  means  at  the 
command  of  the  practitioner.  Its  hypo- 
dermic administration,  either  alone  or  in 
combination  with  atropia,  and  its  ready 
applicability  by  the  rectum,  enhance  its 
value. 

6.  Next  to  opium,  in  its  general  applica- 
bility, and  superiority  to  opium  in  many 
specific  cases  —  utterly  indispensable  in 
some — we  should  rank  blood-letting  as  the 
sedative,  upon  which  we  may  most  confi- 
dently rely  for  direct  and  immediate  influ- 
ence in  overcoming  most  of  the  forms  of 
centric  irritation  and  for  subduing  convul- 
sive action,  especially  as  it  is  found  in  the 
eclampsia  of  pregnancy  and  child-bed. 

7.  Statistics  showing  the  death-rate  in 
puerperal  eclampsia,  exhibit  the  great  value 
of  anaesthetics,  and  that  these  agents  com- 
bined with  venesection  effect  better  results 
than  did  blood-letting  when  used  alone ; 
and  that  the  anaemic  pathology  of  some 
writers  is  contradicted — venesection,  far 
from  having  been  injurious,  was,  in  this 
disease,  a  largely  beneficial  method  of 
treatment. 

8.  The  success  of  remedies  which  act  by 
lessening  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  brain 
contradicts  the  ph3^siological  views  of  those 
who  condemn  blood-letting  and  should 
strongly  re-establish  our  confidence  in  this 
procedure. 

9.  Although  the  resort  to  blood-letting 
may  not  be  so  often  necessary  as  it  formerly 


was,  yet  it  should  still  be  retained  among 
the  most  reliable  of  all  our  reliances.  Even 
where  a  convulsion  has  been  relieved  by 
other  means  the  medical  attendant  may 
carefully  consider  whether  or  not  it  should 
be  made  use  of  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
the  attack. 

10.  From  its  effect  in  lessening  conges- 
tion of  the  kidneys,  it  may  be  considered 
carefully  in  relation  to  its  probable  effects 
in  restoring  renal  action  and  retarding 
Bright's  disease  of  pregnancy. 

Lastly,  in  regard  to  the  bromides,  chloral, 
chloroform,  quinine,  applications  of  ice  and 
cold  affusions,  and  a  large  number  of  other 
remedies,  one  common  therapeutic  endow- 
ment seems,  in  varying  degrees,  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  them  all ;  like  venesection,  they 
are  all  nervous  sedations,  subduers  of  nerv- 
ous irritation,  and  lessen  the  amount  of 
blood  in  the  brain. 

Castration  for  Spermatorrhoea. — Dr. 
F.  A.  Spalding  read  a  report  of  a  case  of 
this  character  before  the  Detroit  Academy 
of  Medicine,  at  a  recent  meeting  (Detroit 
Medical  Journal,  Jan.  '77) .  The  subject  of 
the  report  was  a  boy  of  sixteen  years,  who- 
had  been  taught  masturbation  by  his  nurse 
at  the  age  of  six  months  ;  medical  aid  was. 
secured  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  but. 
proved  of  no  effect.  At  the  age  of  twelve- 
years  he  began  to  have  seminal  emissions,, 
both  diurnal  and  nocturnal.  He  became 
listless,  depressed  in  spirits,  forgetful,  and: 
almost  totally  indifferent  to  all  moral  obli- 
gations. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  in 
a  condition  approaching  dementia,  and  a  fit 
subject  for  an  insane  as3dum. 

All  the  ordinar}^  anaphrodisiac  remedies, 
as  well  as  local  applications  were  faithfully 
employed,  but  availed  nothing  toward  ar- 
resting the  disease.  Dr.  Spalding  consid- 
eraed  that  castration  was  not  only  justifiable 
but  advisable.  After  mature  reflection  and 
consultation  with  Dr.  Andrews,  of  Detroit, 
Dr.  Grray,  of  Boston,  and  Dr.  Van  Deusen, 
Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  State  In- 
sane Asylum,  at  Kalamazoo,  the  operation 
of  removing  both  testicles  was  performed. 
He  was  removed  from  all  old  associations, 
began  to  improve,  both  physically  and  men- 
tally, and  now,  two  years  after  the  opera- 
tion, is  competent  to  earn  a  livelihood. 

Lactagogue — The  Calabar  bean  oint- 
ment has  been  found  to  be  an  excellent 
lactagogue — Richmond  and  Louisaille  Med- 
ical Journal. 
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A  CASE  IN  POINT. 


We  learn  from  the  January  number  of 
the  Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Jour- 
nal that  the  Texas  statute  creating  State 
medical  examining  boards  in  every  district 
of  that  commonwealth  has  not  succeeded  in 
producing  such  a  state  of  harmony  and 
peace  within  its  borders  as  had  been  ex- 
pected by  the  champions  of  political  inter- 
ference in  the  affairs  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. It  seems  that  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  courts  appoint  physicians  as  exam- 
iners, and  that  the  statute  commands  them 
to  appoint  those  only  whose  diplomas  would 
be  recognized  by  the  American  Medical 
Association.  This  provision  is  certainly 
one  which  should  render  the  action  of  the 
appointing  power  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  strictest  adherent  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 
Yet,  strange  to  say,  it  is  found  to  be  in- 
operative in  actual  practice. 

It  would  seem  that  the  constitution  of 
Texas  provides  that  the  courts  shall  make 
no  distinctions  between  different  schools  of 
medicine.  A  judge  has  been  found,  in  the 
judicial  district  in  which  Austin  is  located, 
who  has  recognized  the  conflict  between  the 
statute  and  the  organic  law  of  the  State, 
and  who  has  appointed  a  homoeopathist 
.upon  the  board  of  medical  examiners  for 


that  district.  The  result  is  that  several 
graduates  have  refused  to  appear  before  a 
board  thus  constituted,  and  if  they  practice 
their  profession  at  all,  must  risk  the  conse- 
quences of  disobeying  the  statute  :  fine  and 
prohibition  to  practice. 

We  fully  sympathize  with  our  medical 
brethren  in  Austin,  and  trust  they  will  con- 
tinue their  well-justified  opposition  to  the 
workings  of  such  a  wretched  enactment. 
It  is  manifestly  unconstitutional,  and  the 
sooner  a  test  case  is  carried  before  the  su- 
preme court  and  finally  decided  the  sooner 
will  the  rights  of  the  citizen  be  respected 
and  the  fair  fame  of  legitimate  medicine  as 
a  liberal  profession  be  vindicated  by  the 
erasure  of  a  bad  law  from  the  statute  book./ 

Regular  medicine  is  based  upon  too  firm 
ground  to  require  the  aid  of  such  props  as 
the  one  now  being  tested  in  Texas.  It 
antedates  the  Christian  era  hy  five  cen- 
turies, and  is  not  such  a  miserable  structure 
as  to  depend  upon  the  help  of  any  political 
body.  If  it  ought  to  stand  it  will  do  so  in 
the  future  as  it  has  been  able  to  do  in  the 
past  without  invoking  the  arm  of  the  law 
to  its  aid. 

The  people  of  these  United  States  will 
never  permit  any  one  except  themselves  to 
choose  their  medical  attendant.  If  any 
man  chooses  to  employ  a  quack  of  any  de- 
gree, regular  or  irregular,  he  certainly  has  a 
right  to  do  so,  and  we  may  be  sure  he  will 
assert  that  right. 

If  the  regular  scientific  school  of  medi- 
cine is  the  onl}'^  true  one — which  we  earn- 
estly believe — let  its  members  continually 
strive  for  the  highest  perfection  in  knowl- 
edge and  skill,  let  them  guard  with  jealous 
care  against  the  admission  of  the  ignorant 
and  incompetent  into  their  ranks,  but  they 
must  not  rel}^  upon  the  aid  of  laymen  to  do 
the  work  which  must,  of  necessity,  be  per- 
formed b}^  themselves. 

This  work  must  begin  in  the  preceptor's 
oflSce.  Let  no  student  be  accepted  by  any 
practitioner  unless  his  literar}^  education 
and  moral  character  have  been  found  to  be 
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such  as  to  render  him  worth}^  of  being  re- 
ceived into  the  ranks  of  the  highest,  most 
responsible  and  most  noble  profession 
known  among  men — that  of  medicine. 

♦-♦-♦ 

THE  MEDICAL  ACT. 


Below  will  be  found  the  text  of  the  pro- 
posed bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  this  State  : 
An  Act   for  the  Better   Regulation  of  the 

Practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  the 

State  of  Missouri : 

Section  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  represented  in  the 
General  Assembly,  that  a  board  of  medical 
examiners  shall  be  constituted  composed  of 
members  residing  in  the  State,  who  shall  be 
graduates  of  some  medical  college,  men 
distinguished  for  their  acquirements  and 
ability  in  the  medical  profession. 

Section  2.  Their  term  of  office  shall  be 
five  years  ;  provided,  the  first  appointment 
is  for  one,  two,  three,  four  and  five  j^ears — 
to  be  determed  by  lot.  The  time  of  one 
expiring  every  jxar,  and  a  new  member 
being  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  appointed 
and  duly  qualified.  The  board  shall  con- 
sist of  five  members,  three  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  business. 

Section  3.  The  examining  board  shall 
hold  two  sessions  in  each  j^ear,  one  com- 
mencing on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  and 
the  other  on  the  first  Thursday  of  October. 
The}"  shall  remain  in  session  from  day  to 
day  until  all  applicants  who  present  them- 
selves shall  have  been  examined.  Place  of 
meeting :  St.  Louis. 

Section  4.  The  examining  board  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

Section  5.  Any  person  proposing  to  en- 
gage in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  surger}- , 
or  any, branch  thereof,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, shall  make  written  application  to  the 
board  asking  examination  at  the  first  sitting 
or  convenience  of  said  board. 

Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ap- 
plicant to  transmit  with  his  application  a  fee 
of  twent}"  dollars. 

Section  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  examiners,  carefully  and  faithfully 
to  examine  each  candidate  for  license  on  the 
sciences  of  anatomy,  chemistry,  physiology, 
surgery,  materia  medica,  obstetrics,  path- 
ology, etiology,  diagnosis,    and  the  theory 


and  practice  of  medicine ;  Provided  that 
any  candidate  who  at  the  time  of  his  exam- 
ination signifies  his  wishes  to  be  registered 
as  a  homoeopathic  or  eclectic  practitioner, 
shall  not  b^  required  to  pass  an  exam  in  a- 
tian,  in  either  therapeutics  or  in  the  theory 
and  practice  of  physic  ;  to  grant  license  to 
such  onl}^  as  have  sustained  a  satisfactoiy 
examination  ;  and  all  examinations  shall  be 
conducted  in  the  presence  of  a  quorum  of 
the  board. 

Section  8.  All  persons  who  may  engage 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  surgery,  or 
any  branch  thereof,  in  violation  of  this  act, 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  collect  any  compen- 
sation. Any  party  charged  with  the  viola- 
tion of  this  act  maybe  arraigned  before  any 
court  haAdng  competent  jurisdiction,  and  on 
conviction  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  and  every  oflfense,  one-half  of 
which  fee  shall  be  paid  to  the  prosecutor 
and  the  other  half  into  the  county  treasury  ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  dut}^  of  the  judge  of 
each  judicial  district  at  each  term  of  the 
district  court  in  the  respective  counties 
comprising  his  district  to  charge  the  grand- 
jury  with  the  necessity  of  preserving  this 
act  inviolate  and  to  admonish  them  of  their 
duty  to  find  presentments  against  any  and 
all  persons  guilt}^  of  its  infraction. 

Section  9.  The  board  of  examiners  shall 
elect  3'early  one  of  their  number  to  perform 
the  duties  of  secretary  and  treasurer,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  a  faithful  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  board,  and  after 
pajdng  the  necessary  expenses  attending 
the  sittings  of  the  board,  including  cost  of 
certificates,  pa}^  the  balance  into  the  State 
treasury. 

Section  10.  The  certificate  shall  be  drawn 
on  parchment,  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
board,  with  the  seal  of  the  State  attached. 

Section  11.  Each  member  of  the  board 
shall  receive  when  on  duty  ten  dollars  a 
day,  to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  board 
as  required,  from  fees  received. 

Section  12.  That  physicians  and  surgeons 
practicing  in  this  State,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act,  shall  not  be  required  to 
undergo  an  examination  and  procure  a  cer- 
tificate as  above  provided. 

We  hope  each  of  our  readers  will  use  all 
his  influence  with  members  of  the  Legisla-     ^ 
ture  to  prevent  its  passage. 

It  will  be  seen  that  homoeopathists  and    . 
eclectics  may  be  made  membei's  of  the  board 
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of  examiners  ;  that  the  board,  if  composed 
exchisivel}'  of  regular  practitioners,  will  be 
compelled  to  issue  cirtificates  to  everj^  ap- 
plicant, graduate  or  not,  who  ma}^  have 
''crammed"  enough  to  pass  the  examina- 
tion ;  that  character  is  not  among  the  pre- 
requisites ;  and  that  there  is  no  provision 
for  examining  those  now  in  practice. 

This  bill  raises  no  barrier  whatever 
against  quacker}^  in  an}^  form.  Hence  it  is 
useless.  The  objection  to  it  is  the  same  as 
that  which  must  be  raised  to  every  bill  that 
it  is  possible  to  frame  :  that  it  does  not  pro- 
tect the  people  against  dishonest  practition- 
ers ;  it  does  not  protect  the  profession 
against  dishonorable  pretenders  in  its  own 
ranks  ;  and  it  degrades  the  profession  by 
enforcing  a  recognition  of  the  claims  of  false 
and  pretensions  so-called  schools  of  medi- 
cine. If  the  claims  of  the  regular,  scienti- 
fic profession  are  anything  more  than  idle 
boasts  let  every  member  thereof  use  his 
best  efforts  to  defeat  the  passage  of  such  an 
iniquitous  bill,  which  sells  the  honor  of  the 
profession  for  the  privilege  of  levying  a  tax 
of  twenty  dollars  upon  every  person  who 
would  commence  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Missouri  after  the  first  of  March. 


♦  »  » 


THE  PLEA  OF  INSANITY  IN  CRIM- 
INAL GASES. 


Several  recent  cases  in  our  courts  have 
again  drawn  attention  to  this  subject.  The 
latest  (that  of  E.  M.  Moore)  presented 
some  peculiar  features  which  deserve  more 
than  a  passing  notice. 

The  case,  as  framed  by  the  defense,  was 
so  extremely  flimsy  that  no  physician  who 
was  placed  on  the  witness  stand  could  see 
any  evidence  of  insanity  in  the  prisoner. 
How  any  man  claiming  to  be  an  expert  in 
such  matters  could  have  the  effi-ontry  to 
testify  in  a  court  of  justice  that  according 
to  the  symptoms  described  the  prisoner  was 
probably  insane,  at  the  time  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  criminal  act,  when  there  was 
absolutely  no  evidence  of  the  fact,  is  more 


than  we  can  comprehend.  The  symptoms 
prove  either  something  or  nothing,  and  if 
they  prove  nothing  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
medical  witness  to  say  so.  Vague  possi- 
bilities have  no  place  in  a  court  of  justice, 
and  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  dishonest 
witness  (medical  or  otherwise)  to  mislead 
a  jury  by  the  use  of  incomprehensible,  bas- 
tard medical  terms,  should  meet  with  the 
severest  rebuke  from  counsel  and  court 
alike. 

The  prisoner's  mother  testified  that  her 
sister  was  hysterical.  The  sister  referred 
to  swore  that  the  prisoner's  mother  was 
hysterical.  The  said  sister's  husband  de- 
clared that  both  were  hysterical,  and  both 
ladies  testified  that  their  mother  died  in- 
sane. This  was  the  amount  of  evidence 
which  "justifies  the  psychopathic  (sic) 
physician  in  the  suspicion  that  the  prisoner 
was  in  such  a  condition  of  mind  as  to  be 
irresponsible  for  the  act"  committed  nearly 
a  year  ago  ! 

Although  this  "  psychopathic  physician" 
was  so  suspicious  he  declared  he  would  not 
have  been  able  to  write  a  certificate  of  in- 
sanity for  the  prisoner  at  the  time  he  was 
in  such  a  condition  as  to  lessen  his  respon- 
sibilit}^,  and  the  jmy,  very  properly,  found 
a  verdict  of  guiltj^ — with  a  ' '  recommenda- 
tion to  the  mercy  of  the  honorable  court.'* 

Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  to  society 
than  the  idea,  so  industriously  cultivated  by 
a  few  "  ps^^chopathic  physicians,"  that  a, 
doubt  of  the  sanity  of  the  accused  should 
have  the  same  weight  in  determining  a  ver- 
dict as  a  reasonable  doubt  of  his  guilt 
should  and  does  have.  The  fact,  when  well 
established,  that  an  individuol's  ancestors 
have  been  sufferers  from  diseases  of  the 
nervous  S3^stem,  should  direct  the  attention 
of  the  physician  toward  a  possible  occur- 
rence of  nervous  disease  in  the  subject  under 
observation  ;  but  neither  the  physician  nor 
any  one  else  has  a  right  to  say  thtit  he  must 
necessarily  suffer  from  insanity  or  any  other 
nervous  affection.  Still  less  should  the  fact 
of  a  hearsa}^  report  of  such  occurrence  of 
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disease  be  twisted  b}^  a  medical  witness  into 
a  means  of  opposing  the  dne  course  of 
criminal  law. 

We  are  glad,  however,  that  the  jury 
recommended  the  pri-soner  to  merc}^,  for  the 
evidence  showed  that  the  accused  had  been 
plied  with  wine  for  hours  previous  to  the 
homicide,  and  no  doubt  his  amorous  pas- 
sions had  been  stimulated  to  the  utmost  by 
his  victim.  Under  the  circumstances,  we 
think  justice  will  be  full}^  satisfied  if  his 
sentence  is  commuted  to  a  term  in  the  pen- 
itentiarj^  for  we  cannot  think  he  was  fully 
responsible  at  the  time  of  the  commission 
of  the  act. 

We  are  full}'  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
law  sees  no  lessening  of  responsibility  in 
the  individual  under  the  influence  of  alco- 
hol, but  we  think  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  case  should  entitle  the  prisoner 
to  executive  clemencj^  to  some  extent,  not 
te  a  pardon,  by  any  means,  but  to  a  commu- 
tation of  his  sentence. 


■-»  ♦  » 


Three  tailors  in  Toole y  street,  on  re- 
form intent,  once  met  in  solemn  conclave 
and  resolved :  "We,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land," etc.  A  village  medical  societ}^  in  a 
neighboring  State  has  recently  made  a  sim- 
ilar desperate  effort  to  achieve  fame  and 
glor}^ — not  to  say  immortalit}' — b}'  resolving 
that  the  members  thereof  would  never — no, 
never — send  their  students  to  a  medical  col- 
lege which  did  not  require  a  preliminary 
examination.  Also,  that  no  medical  school 
in  the  West  is  deserving  of  their  high  pat- 
ronage ;  while  those  of  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  are  referred 
to  in  a  wa}^  calculated  to  bring  joy  to  the 
hearts  of  their  professors  as  well  as  to  ter- 
rify and  dismay  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Cincin- 
nati, Louisville  aud  Nashville.  New  Al- 
bany and  Fort  Wayne  will  doubtless  feel 
this  withering  blast  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

May  we  be  allowed  to  question  the  wis- 
dom of  these  worthy  gentlemen  thus  gratu- 
itousl}^    insulting   every    Western    school? 


How  many  of  them  were  qualified  to  pass 
the  Harvard  preliminary  examination?  How 
many  of  these  critics  have  paid-  for  their 
tickets  at  the  college  whence  the}'  gradu- 
ated? How  many  of  them  w^ould  know 
whether  their  students — if  they  have  any — 
were  qualified  to  pass  a  proper  preliminary 
examination  ? 

If  a  student  is  prepared  to  pass  a  pre- 
liminary examination  the  preceptor  cer- 
tainly ought  to  know  it  before  he  goes  to 
college.  If  he  is  thoroughly  prepared,  a 
college  examination  would  merely  develop 
the  fact,  it  could  do  him  no  special  good. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  student  is  not 
known  to  be  thus  qu9,lified  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  the  preceptor  sending  him  to  col- 
lege at  all,  much  less  for  his  being  sent  to 
Boston  or  New  Orleans  only  to  fail  and  to 
discover  the  ignorance  and  pretension  of  the 
preceptor ! 


-C*i 


^ 


Ziemssen's  Cyclopedia  of  the  Practice 
OF  Medicine,  Vol.  VII.  Diseases  of  the 
Chylopoetic  System,  together  with  the 
Chapters  on  Diseases  of  the  Naso-pharyn- 
geal  Cavity  and  Pharynx,  Laryngitis 
phlegmonosa,  Perichondritis  laryngea, 
Ulcerations  and  Tumors,  and  Neuroses 
of  the  Larynx.  By  Wendt,  of  Leipsig  ; 
Leube,  of  Jena  ;  Leichten stern,  of  Tii- 
bingen  ;  Heller,  of  Kiel ;  von  Ziemssen, 
of  Munich ;  and  Steffen,  of  Stettin. 
Large  8 vo.  pp.  1046.  New  York  :  Wil- 
liam Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street. 
1876.  St.  Louis  :  Brown,  Holdoway  & 
Co.,  Agents,  521  Olive  street. 

The  seventh  volume  of  this  truly  remark- 
able work  is  inferior  to  none  of  its  prede- 
cessors. Although  mostly  devoted  to  dis- 
eases of  the  chylopoetic  system,  the  editor 
has  been  compelled  to  include  some  other 
important  aflfections. 

The  first  section  is  devoted  to  Diseases  of 
the  Naso-pharyngeal  Cavity  and  Pharynx, 
by  Dr.  Hermann  Wendt,  and  is  a  model  of 
pains-taking  research  and  practical  utility. 
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Wendt  being  a,  pupil  of  Wagner's,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  him  considering  croupous 
and  diphtheritic  inflammation  of  the  naso- 
pharyngeal cavit}'  and  the  lower  pharynx 
under  one  heading.  However,  he  allows  us 
to  suppose  that  he  does  not  consider  croup 
and  diphtheritis  identical.  We  have  space 
for  only  one  sentence  in  relation  to  treat- 
ment :  "Of  the  numerous  lauded  destroy- 
ers of  fungi,  of  the  strongly  irritant  and 
caustic  remedies  which  are  intended  to  cut 
the  process  short,  or  to  diminish  the  swell- 
ing (nitrate  of  silver,  carbolic  acid,  flowers 
of  sulphur,  etc.),  not  one  has  proved  of 
value  ;  a  fact  which  is  attested  by  the  con- 
tinual introduction  of  new  remedies." 

Professor  Leube  contributes  the  second 
section,  upon  Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and 
Intestines.  Over  three  hundred  and  fifty 
pages  are  taken  up  by  this  most  excellent 
treatise.  Dyspepsia,  as  a  distinct  affection, 
finds  no  place  in  the  author's  classification. 
This  we  regard  as  a  real  advance,  and  we 
trust  we  shall  live  to  see  the  day  when 
symptoms  shall  no  longer  engross  the  atten- 
tion of  the  practitioner  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  pathological  changes  upon  which  the 
symptoms  depend. 

Constrictions,  Occlusions  and  Displace- 
ments of  the  Intestines  are  next  considered 
at  length  by  Dr.  Leichten stern,  of  Tiibingen. 
The  sub-section  upon  invagination  of  the 
intestine  is  excellent,  and  well  repays  care- 
ful stud^^ 

■  Professor  Heller's  contribution,  upon  In- 
testinal Parasites  is  exhaustive.  The  direc- 
tions given  for  prophylaxis  and  treatment 
are  practical  and  explicit.  In  relation  to 
tape- worm,  he  sa^^s  :  The  presence  of  a 
tape-worm  is  not  only  a  constant  source  of 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  individual,  but 
also  to  every  one  else  in  the  same  house 
with  him  ;  and  a  person  aflflicted  with  taenia 
solium  is  more  to  be  shunned  than  one  suf- 
fering from  small-pox  or  the  itch."  He 
warmly  recommends  koosso  (the  blossoms 
of  brayera  anthelmintica)  as  the  best  rem- 
edy for  this  parasite. 


Professor  von  Ziemssen  treats  of  Diseases 
of  the  Larynx  at  length,  and  furnishes  an 
article  which  is  worthy  of  the  distinguished 
author. 

Dr.  Steffen,  of  Stettin,  furnishes  the  con- 
cluding article  of  this  most  excellent  vol- 
ume :  Spasm  of  the  Glottis.  The  gravitj' 
of  the  affection,  and  its  dependence,  in 
man}^  cases,  upon  the  rachitic  diathesis,  are 
well  recognized.  In  the  treatment,  chloral' 
hydrate  is  favorably  mentioned,  as  had  been 
previously  done  by  Dr.  Bauduy,  of  this 
city. 

In  concluding  this  very  imperfect  notice 
of  a  most  valuable  volume,  we  cannot  re- 
frain from  again  calling  attention  to  the 
excellence,  the  completeness  and  cheapness 
of  the  work  as  a  whole.  It  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive work  upon  medicine  that  has  ever 
been  printed  in  America,  and  its  value  is 
equal  to  its  extent. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of 
THE  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Part  II, 
Vol.  II.  Surgical  History.  Prepared 
under  the  direction  of  Joseph  H.  Barnes, 
Surgeon-General  United  States  Arm}^ 
By  George  A.  Otis,  Assistant  Surgeon 
United  States  Army.  First  issue.  Roj^al 
quarto,  pp.  xii,  1024,  xx.  Washington; 
Government  Printing  Office.     1876. 

This  enormous  volume  has  been  awaiting 
notice  for  some  months  ;  a  review,  worthy 
of  the  name,  would  occupy  a  volume,  and 
still  not  do  complete  justice  to  the  patience, 
industi*}'  and  research  of  the  author,  or  to 
the  great  and  lasting  value  of  his  work. 
We  approach  the  task  of  giving  our  readers 
a  slight  notice  of  its  contents  with  great 
diflfldence,  for  we  feel  that  it  can,  at  best, 
give  but  a  poor  and  imperfect  idea  of  the 
greatest  work  on  practical  surgery  ever 
issued  from  the  press. 

The  first  volume  of  the  Surgical  History 
was  composed  of  five  chapters,  upon  Injur- 
ies of  the  Head,  Face,  Neck,  Spine  and 
Chest.  The  volume  under  consideration  is 
upon  Injuries  of  the  Abdomen  and  Pelvis, 
Flesh  Wounds  of  the  Back,  and  Wounds  of 
the  Upper  Extremity.     The  second  is  one- 
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fifth  larger   than  the  first  volunie   and  still 
more  beautifully  and  extensively  illustrated. 

Dr.  Otis  recommends,  or  rather  insists 
opon  the  use  of  deep  sutures  in  cases  of 
incised  wounds  of  the  abdominal  walls,  as 
a  means  of  preventing  the  occurrence  of 
ventral  hernia  at  some  subsequent  period. 
When  the  epigastric,  circumflex,  mammar}^ 
or  lumbar  artery  is  divided,  he  Isijs  down 
the  law  that  the  proximal  and  distal  ends 
must  be  secured  by  ligature ;  no  depend- 
ence should  be  placed  on  st3^ptics,  etc. 
Foreign  bodies  are  not  encj^sted  in  the  ab- 
dominal walls,  owing  to  the  action  of  mus- 
cles, and  should,  therefore,  be  removed. 

Dr.  Otis  believes  that  simple  penetrating 
wounds  of  the  abdominal  cavit}',  that  is, 
penetrations  or  perforations  without  visceral 
lesion,  are  very  rarely  inflicted.  Nineteen 
cases  of  alleged  recovery  after  gun-shot 
wounds  of  the  stomach,  are  reported,  but 
he  considers  one  only,  of  the  number  as 
authentic. 

In  wounds  of  the  small  intestine  of  any 
magnitude,  unattended  by  protrusion,  when 
there  is  danger  of  extravasation,  he  directs 
that  the  external  wound  should  be  enlargad 
and  the  wound  in  the  intestine  closed  by 
suture.  The  opium  treatment,  or  '•'the  do- 
nothing  S3'stem"  is  unqualifiedl}^  denounced. 

Sixty-two  cases  of  wounds  of  the  liver 
are  reported  as  having  had  a  favorable 
termination.  However,  onl}^  thirty-two  of 
these  cases  are  incontestible,  the  diag- 
nosis of  the  others  having  been  rather 
doubtful. 

Gun-shot  fractures  of  the  ilium  are  not 
considered  to  be  dangerous.  Of  86  gun- 
shot fractures  of  the  pubis,  just  half  the 
number  proved  fatal.  73  cases  of  gun-shot 
fractures  of  the  ischium  were  reported,  of 
which  31  proved  fatal.  The  sacrum  was 
fractured  145  times  by  gun-shot  injur}^,  62 
proved  fatal. 

Gun-shot  and  bayonet  wounds  of  the 
bladder,  rectum  and  prostate  are  then  thor- 
oughly treated  of,  and  the  surgical  litera- 
ture   of    the    subjects    is   given   in   brief. 


Wounds  of,  and  operations  upon  the  great 
bloodvessels  of  the  pelvic  region  are  dealt 
with  in  the  same  satisfactory  manner. 

Injuries  of  the  genital  organs  are  treated 
of  in  the  concluding  section  of  this  chapter. 
In  order  to  appreciate  this  portion  of  the 
work,  as  well  as  the  preceding  section,  the 
reader  must  examine  the  book  carefully  for 
himself.  We  know  of  no  treatise  extant 
which  contains  the  valuable  information 
upon  pelvic  and  genital  injuries  to  be  found 
in  the  one  under  consideration. 

The  eighth  chapter  (third  of  this  volume) 
is  short — six  pages — and  is  devoted  to  Flesh 
Wounds  of  the  Back.  A  chromo-lithograph 
of  great  excellence  illustrates  one  case. 
Skin  grafting  is,  very  properl}^  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Otis  for  similar  cases,  to 
hasten  recovery. 

The  last  chapter  of  the  volume  is  occu- 
pied with  Wounds  and  Injuries  of  the 
Upper  Extremities,  and  takes  up  nearly  six 
hundred  pages. 

The  first  section  considers  flesh  wounds 
only,  of  which  over  fifty  thousand  cases 
were  recorded  during  the  war.  The  record 
of  the  multitudinous  forms  of  injury  here 
collected  is  something  almost  appalling  to 
the  would-be  reviewer.  We  could  fill  a 
number  of  the  Record  with  a  list  of  the 
injuries,  operations  required,  and  the  numer- 
ical results  ;  but  our  readers  would  profit 
nothing  by  such  a  catalogue,  and  our  labor 
would  be  without  result. 

Seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  wood-cuts 
of  fine  execution,  and  thirtj^-five  large 
plates,  many  of  them  colored  in  the  best 
style,  illustrate  the  work  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value. 

Nothing  that  we  could  write  could  pre- 
sent a  fair  idea  of  the  great  merits  of  this 
national  medical  and  surgical  library,  for 
such  it  is,  in  itself.  No  praise  can  be  too 
high  for  the  men  who  have  shown  such  de- 
votion to  science  as  is  evinced  by  the 
authors  of  this  history'.  The  future  will 
surely  reward  them  by  placing  their  names 
high  upon  the  roll  of  true  scientific  workers. 
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Transactions  of  the  Seventh  Annual 
Session  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, lield  ill  Charlottesville,  October 
3r7th,  18tli  and  lOtli,  1876.  Vol.  II,  Part 
1.  8vo.  pp.  138.  Richmond:  J.  W. 
Fiirgusson  &  Son,  printers.     1877. 

We  find  this  valuable  volume  of  Trans- 
actions bound  up  with  the  Jannaiy  number 
of  the  Virginia  Medical  Morithly,  and  can 
not  refrain  from  an  expression  of  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  wisdom  of  the  society  in 
adopting  this  method  of  giving  its  work  to 
the  reading  medical  public.  In  fact,  it  ma}'- 
be  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
an}^  other  mode  of  publication  is  a  sheer 
waste  of  mone3\ 

The  President's  address,  and  that  to  the 
Public  and  Profession,  by  Drs.  Cunning- 
ham and  McDonald,  respectively,  were  very 
creditable  productions.  The  reports  of 
committees  on  advances  in  chemistry ;  in 
pharmacy ;  in  materia  medica ;  in  thera- 
peutics ;  in  surgery  ;  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine ;  and  on  h3^giene  and  public  health, 
were  all  excellent  and  demonstrate  the  fact 
that  our  brethren  in  Virginia  are  keeping 
well  in  advance  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
science  and  art  of  medicine. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Hooper  read  an  important 
paper  on  Aspiration.  His  cases  are 
remarkable  and  very  well  worth}^  of  pe- 
rusal. 

We  had  intended  to  analj^ze  several  other 
papers,  but  restricted  space  forbids.  We 
regret  the  fact  the  less,  knowing  that  the 
entire  volume  of  transactions  is  so  easily" 
accessible  to  our  readers. 

♦-♦-♦ 


BOOKS  &  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the 
Skin,  b^^  Louis  A.  Duhring,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Diseases  of  the  Skin  in  the 
Hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Physician  to  the  Dispensaiy  for 
Skin  Diseases,  Philadelphia ;  Author  of 
"  Atlas  of  Skin  Diseases  ;"  etc.  8vo.  pp. 
618.  PhiJadelphia  :  J.  B.  Lippincott  & 
Co.  1877.  St.  Louis:  Gray,  Baker  & 
Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 


Chemical  and  Microscopical  Analysis  of 
THE  Urine  in  Health  and  Disease.  De- 
signed for  physicians  and  students.  By 
George  B.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  Examiner  in 
Ph3^siology,  College  of  Phj'sicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  etc.     Second    edi- 

.  tion,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  eighteen 
illustrations,  pp.97.  New  York  :  G.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons.  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gray^ 
Baker  &  Co. 

Explorations  of  the  Aboriginal  Remains 

OF  Tennessee.  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistiy  and  Clinical  Med- 
icine in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Universit}^  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 
Ro3^al  quarto,  pp.  171.  Washington 
Cit}" :  Published  b}^  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  [October,  1876.]  Smith- 
sonian Contributions  to  Knowledge,  259. 

The  Electric  Bath,  its  Medical  UseSy 
Effects  and  Appliances,  by  George  M. 
Schweig,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  New 
York  County  -Medical  Society,  etc.  pp. 
134.  New  York  :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 
1877.     St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 

Full-Term  Extra-Uterine  Gestation  of 
the  Tubo-Ovarian  Form ;  with  special 
examination  of  the  sac,  uterus,  and  ap- 
pendages. By  A.  Sibley  Campbell,  M. 
D.  Augusta,  Georgia.  Reprint  from  the 
Americaii  Journal  of  Obstetiics,  October ^ 
1876.  New  York:  William  Wood  & 
Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street,  1876. 

The  Climatotherapy  of,  and  the  Ameri- 
can Mountain  Sanitarium  for  Consump- 
tion. By  Stanford  E.  Cahille,  M.  D. 
Reprint  from  the  New  Orleans  3fecUcal 
and  /Surgical  Journal,  May,  '76.  From 
the  author. 

Remarks  on  Intra-Uteri  Polypi  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  their  diagnosis  and  surg- 
ical treatment.  By  A.  Reeves  Jackson, 
M.  D.  Reprint  from  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal Journal  and  Examiner.  From  the 
Author. 

The  Functions  of  the  Uvula  and  the 
Prominence  formed  by  the  Azygos  Uvulae 
Muscles.  By  Thos.  F.  Rumbold,  M.  D. 
Reprint  from  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and 
/Surgical  Journal.     From  the  author. 

The  Therapeutics  of  Epilepsy.  B}^  Allen 
McLane  Hamilton,  M.  D.     Reprint  from 

Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner^ 
December,  1876. 
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The  American  Medical  Association  and 

THE      PhARMACOPCEIA      OF       THE       UnITED 

,  States  of  America.  By  Edward  R. 
Squibb,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  pp.  59. 
1877.     From  the  author. 

Western  North  Carolina  as  a  Health 
Resort.  By  W.  Gleitsmann,  M.  D., 
Physician  in  charge  of  the  Mountain 
Sanitarium  for  Pulmonaiy  Diseases,  Ash- 
ville,  N.  C.     From  the  Author. 


ItatJmaic^utwjiili  §t^^vimmt. 


Hydrobromic  Acid. — In  the  Ame^-ican 
Journal  of  Pharmacy  fov  January,  1877,  we 
find  a  convenient  formula  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  acid  and  we  reproduce  it  for  the 
benefit  of  our  readers  : 

Take  of  bromide  of  potassium,  2  Troy 
oz.  320  grs.  ;  tartaric  acid,  3  Troy  oz.  160 
grs.  ;  water,  1  pint.  Dissolve  the  bromide 
of  potassium  in  12  fluid  ounces  of  the 
water  and  the  tartaric  acid  in  the  remaining 
4  fluid  ounces.  On  mixing  the  two  solu- 
tions hj'drobromic  acid  and  bitartrate  of 
potassium  will  be  formed,  the  latter  almost 
immediatel}^  beginning  to  fall  in  a  beautiful 
showier  of  crystals.  As  cream  of  tartar  is 
but  sparingly  soluble  in  water,  the  percent- 
age of  solubility  decreasing  with  the  tem- 
perature, the  crystalization  is  hastened  b}' 
having  the  vessel  containing  the  mixture 
packed  in  ice.  The  liquid  left  will  be  an 
aqueous  solution  of  hydrobromic  acid  gas, 
containing  a  minute  quantity  of  bromide  of 
potassium  and  cream  of  tartar,  and  should 
be  separated  from  the  crop  of  crystals  b}^ 
decanting  and  filtering.  The  dose  is  a  tea- 
spoonful,  diluted  with  water,  and  is  intend- 
ed as  a  substitute  for  bromide  of  potassium. 


pi,^j;«Hmt«j>M^  §^otf^. 


Sir  William  Fergusson,  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  Sergeant  Surgeon  to  the  Queen,  died 
February  11th,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

On  So-called  Ulceration  of  the  Womb. 
— Dr.  Hej'wood  Smith  (Obstet.  Journal  of 
Gt.  Brit,  and  Ireland^  Dec.  '76.)  calls  at- 
tention to  the  common  mistake  of  calling 
granular  inflammation   of   the  lips  of  the 


uterus  "  ulceration."  He  sa3's  that  the 
mistake  arises  from  the  desire  of  giving  the 
public  a  name  for  a  disease  that  may  easily 
be  remembered,  regardless  of  the  patho- 
logical accuracy  of  the  description  ;  and, 
he  fears,  not  unfrequently,  from  the  wish, 
on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  to  enhance 
the  magnitude  of  his  cure  by  giving  the 
patient  an  incorrect  idea  of  the  serious  na- 
ture of  her  malady. 

True  ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  is  a 
disease  of  extreme  rarity.  It  may  be  of 
strumous  or  S3^philitic  origin,  or  the  rodent, 
malignant  ulcer.  Granular  inflammation  of 
the  cervix  is  one  of  the  most  common  affec- 
tions which  fall  under  the  care  of  the  g3'n8e- 
cologist. 

After  a  description  of  the  aff'ection  he 
proceeds  to  give  the  treatment,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

To  eflTect  a  cure  it  is  imperative  that  the 
patient  should  rest  entirely  from  exercise, 
and  from  sexual  intercourse  ;  she  should,  if 
possible,  lie  up  for  the  greater  part  Of  the 
day,  in  the  horizontal  position,  or,  if  possi- 
ble, with  the  pelvis  slightly  elevated.  The 
lips  of  the  uterus  should  be  freelj^  scarified 
at  intervals  of  about  seven  days,  so  as  to 
lessen  the  local  congestion,  and  in  some 
cases  it  is  necessary  to  carry  the  scarifica- 
tion to  some  considerable  depth.  After 
this  has  been  repeated  several  times,  and 
ergot  having  been  administered  in  doses  of 
about  m  xx  to  m  xxx  of  the  liquid  extract 
three  times  a  day,  some  astringent  caustic 
should  be  applied  at  intervals  of  from  seven 
to  ten  daj's.  Nitrate  of  silver,  the  common 
refuge  in  such  cases,  is  of  little  use  ;  in 
some  cases  doing  positive  harm.  The 
liquor  hj^drargyri  pernitratis  should  be 
used,  taking  due  precaution  that  it  does  not 
run  upon  the  vagina ;  and  it  will  be  found 
that  with  care  a  few  applications  of  this 
will  efi'ect  a  cure.  Fuming  nitric  acid  ma}^ 
be  substituted  for  this  in  some  cases. 

Strong  carbolic  acid  (carbolic  acid  9, 
water  1)  is  also  of  great  use  in  promoting 
a  healthy  condition  in  the  inflamed  cervix. 
If,  however,  the  granulations  are  unusually 
coarse,  and  do  not  yield  to  the  above 
treatment,  then  the  potassa  caustica  lightly 
applied,  so  as  to  destroy  the  surface,  will 
often  induce  the  mucous  membrane  to  put 
on  a  more  healthy  appearance.  In  some 
cases  the  application  of  the  potassa  is  ex- 
tremely painful.  In  these  it  is  often  a  good 
plan  to  touch  the  aff'ected  part  with  the 
actual  cautery. 
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State  Lunatic  Asylums. — Dr.  T.  R.  H. 
Smith,  Superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic 
As3^him  No.  1,  at  Fulton,  Mo.,  has  sub- 
mitted his  bi-ennial  report  of  that  institu- 
tion. The  health  of  the  inmates  is  reported 
to  have  been  unusually  good,  and  the  num- 
ber of  recoveries  unusuall}^  large  ;  greater, 
in  fact,  than  during  anj^  similar  period  in 
the  past.  An  earnest  protest  is  entered 
against  placing  insane  convicts  in  the 
asylum  with  unfortunate  but  unoffending 
citizens.  It  is  recommended  that  the  an- 
nual appropriation  be  increased  from  $25,000 
to  $35,000,  and  that  all  patients  be  admit- 
ted free,  and  an  asylum  tax  be  levied  upon 
all  the  property  in  the  State. 

During  the  last  two  years  626  patients 
have  been  treated.  Of  these,  145  were 
discharged  recovered ;  38  were  improved ; 
and  70  died. 

Number  remaining  Nov.  27,  1876,  and 
prospect  of  recovery :  Favorable,  32  ; 
doubtful,  33  ;  unfavorable,  285. 

Dr.  Catlett,  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asj^lum  No.  2,  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
reports  as  follows  :  Total  number  admitted 
during  1875  and  1876,  293.  Of  these  there 
were  discharged,  143.  Recovered,  73  ;  im- 
proved, 28  ;  unimproved,  8  ;  died,  23  ; 
eloped,  2  ;  not  insane,  4.  Remaining  in 
the  institution,  Nov.  9,  1876,  150. 
♦-♦-♦ 

State  Inebriate  Asylum. — A  bill  has 
been  introduced  in  the  State  Legislature,  to 
establish  a  State  inebriate  as3'lum.  It  is  to 
be  supported  by  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  levied 
annuall}'  upon  the  retail  liquor  dealers  of 
the  State,  and  by  the  fees  paid  bj'  patients 
receiving  its  benefits.  Such  a  law  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  Minnesota,  and  the 
special  tax  alluded  to  has  been  declared 
constitutional.  The  success  of  our  St. 
Louis  Sanitarium  demonstrates  the  utility 
of  such  institutions  when  conducted  by 
private  enterprise,  and  the  increasing  num- 


ber of  inebriates  shows  the  necessity  of  a 
State  institution  in  Missouri.  At  present^ 
unless  an  inebriate  is  hopelessl}'  insane  ;  is 
suffering  from  delirium  tremens  ;  or  breaks 
a  limb,  he  cannot  be  received  into  any  med- 
ical institution  in  the  State  ;  a  condition  of 
affairs  which  should  be  remedied  as  soon  a& 
possible.  We  are  confident  that  through 
the  influence  of  such  institutions  much 
good  may  be  accomplished,  not  only  by  the 
moral  reform  of  the  degraded,  but  by  re^ 
turning  many  producers  to  the  State  in 
the  place  of  destroyers  of  wealth  and  bur- 
dens upon  public  charity. 


» ♦ » 


County  Insane  Asylum. — After  a  gallant 
resistance  to,  what  he  considered,  unjustifi- 
able exercise  of  authorit}^,  Dr.  Howard  has^ 
vacated  his  position  as  Resident  Physician,, 
and  Dr.  Charles  W.  Stevens  has  assumed 
the  duties  of  that  office.  We  trust  Dr. 
S.  will  be  able  to  bring  order  out  of  the 
chaos  which  has  characterized  the  affairs  of 
that  institution  since  the  County  Court 
placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a  non-medical 
man.  If  Dr.  Stevens  should  fail  in  his 
efforts  it  will  be  due  to  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference with  his  management.  His  fitness 
for  the  position  will  not  be  questioned  by 
au}^  one. 


♦  ♦♦ 


Compensation  of  Experts. — Senator 
Claiborn  has  introduced  a  bill  providing 
that  the  Circuit  Attorney  ma}^,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Court,  employ  experts  in 
criminal  cases,  and  that  the  fee  for  such 
expert  services  shall  be  charged  with  the 
other  costs  in  the  case,  ^y  this  arrange- 
ment the  State  will  not,  as  heretofore,  re- 
main crippled  b}^  the  want  of  expert  assist- 
ance because  of  the  lack  of  power  to  pay 
for  services  rendered  by  those  possessing 
necessar}^  qualifications.    We  trust  that,  this 

bill  will  become  law. 

♦-♦-• 

Clinical  Record  only  two  dollars  per 
3"ear  in  advance.  The  loivest-priced  medical 
journal  published  in  the  country,  containing 
an  equal  amount  of  matter. 
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BY  LOUIS  BAUER. 


A  Remarkcible  Case ;  A  Still  more  Re-mark- 
able  Diagnosis ;  And  Most  Remarkable 
Ethics  in  Professional  High  Life. 


In  March,  1865,  a  wealthy  manufacturer 
(Mr.  C.)  of  New  York,  called  upon  me  for 
professional  advice.  He  had  then  been 
ailing  for  two  j^ears  ;  been  under  treatment 
of  his  family  phj^sician  part  of  the  time  ; 
had  had  consultations  with  Prof.  Alonzo 
Clark,  of  New  York  City,  but  had  derived 
no  benefit  whatever,  from  a  varied  course  of 
medication  and  h3^giene.  He  expressed  his 
conviction,  that  none  of  his  attendants  had 
recognized  his  disease. 

The  patient  was  a  stalwart  man,  weigh- 
ing, even  then,  in  the  neighborhood  of  two 
hundred  pounds  ;  but  his  posture  and  move- 
ments were  sluggish  and  the  deadly  pallor 
of  his  skin  conspicuous.  No  ph^'sician 
could  fail  to  recognize  that  a  most  grave 
disease  was  at  work,  to  have  thus  reduced 
both  the  appearance  and  physical  strength 
of  so  powerful  a  constitution. 

For  Mr.  C.  was  but  thirtj^-six  years  of 
age ;  had  previously  enjo3^ed  excellent 
health,  notwithstanding  that  he  had  follow- 
ed the  allurements  of  Lucullus,  Bacchus 
and  Venus.  But  his  ailment  had  taken  on 
siich  threatening  proportions,  that  he  was 
willing  to  resign  his  social  habits  and  even 
retire  from  business  if  required.  There 
were,  in  particular,  three  sj^mptoms,  which 
alarmed  him : 

1st,  Headache  ; 

2nd,  Vomiting ; 

3d,  Prostration.  * 


Both  headache  and  vomiting  were  very 
irregular  in  their  occurrence  ;  they  would 
set  in  irrespective  of  time  and  condition  ; 
befall  him  before  and  after  meals  ;  when  at 
rest,  or  in  active  engagements,  and,  thus 
far,  had  not  3'ielded  to  any  treatment.  The 
headache  would  not  last  long,  nor  was  it 
very  severe  ;  it  came  without  premonition 
and  left  without  any  significant  change. 
The  emesis  seemed  to  be  as  capricious. 
The  patient  affirmed,  that  he  might  be  very 
much  plagued  by  an  empty  stomach,  and 
bear  a  heavy  and  luxurious  meal  without 
any  inconvenience,  and  vice  versa.  If  he 
vomited  at  all,  only  part  of  the  food  would 
be  thrown  off.  Besides  mucous  and  food, 
he  had  eliminated  nothing  -else,  nor  had 
vomiting  been  painful  or  difficult. 

The  prostration  of  the  patient  was  very 
marked  ;  not  alone  by  his  sluggish  gait,  but 
b}^  panting  breath,  laborious  action  of  the 
heart,  and  easy  perspiration,  whenever  he 
exerted  himself  or  ascended  a  few  steps  of 
a  staircase. 

Notwithstanding  these  grave  s^^mptoms, 
there  was  no  serious  lesion  an3^where  dis- 
coverable. His  nervous  system  acted  slug- 
gishl}^,  otherwise  normally.  The  respirator}' 
organs  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
sound,  tljere  was  no  effusion  in  any  one  of 
the  cavities.  The  action  of  the  heart  pre- 
sented no  unusual  character,  beside  its 
feeble  contraction ;  the  pulse  was  regular 
and  of  good  volume,  but  rather  flat ;  no 
varicose  or  unusuall}"  distended  veins  were 
noticed,  hence  there  was  no  obstruction  in 
the  venous  circulation.  Of  the  abdominal 
organs,  the  liver  was  slightly  reduced, 
whereas  the  spleen  seemed  to  be  increased 
in  size.  There  was  no  tenderness  or  indura- 
tion in  either  of  these  organs.  The  stom- 
ach was  greatly  distended  by  gases,  but 
neither  tender  nor  changed  in  its  structure. 
I  felt  every  part  of  the  stomach  with  great 
care,  but  its  indolentia  was  clearlj^  estab- 
lished. The  large  omentum  still  contained 
a  goodly  quantity  of  adipose  tissue ;  the 
intestines  presented  no  deviation  from  their 
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healthy  state,  except  some  Lhiggishness  in 
the  stools.  There  was  no  tenderness  or 
enlargement  of  the  kidneys.  The  bladder 
was  in  a  health}'  state  ;  the  prostate  gland 
somewhat  enlarged  and  slightly  tender ; 
the  urine  clear,  of  ordinary  specific  gravity, 
free  from  morbid  admixtm*e,  except  numer- 
ous spermatic  cells.  Adding  to  these 
mostly  negative  results,  the  fact  that  sleep 
and  appetite  were  variable,  we  have  the 
pathological  picture  of  our  patient. 

That  the  patient  suffered  from  the  symp- 
toms of  gastric  catarrh,  was  evident;  but 
this  disease  could  not  fully  explain  his 
prostrate  and  anaemic  condition.  Nothing 
remained,  but  the  diagnosis  of  spermator- 
rhoea, for  which  I  had  elicited  positive  evi- 
dence, notwithstanding  his  marital  condi- 
tion. I  in.clined  to  this  diagnosis,  since  I 
had  only  shortly  before  attended  and  re- 
lieved a  patient,  who  had  presented  an 
almost  identical  complex  of  s^^mptoms. 
Nevertheless,  I  kept  the  case  of  Mr.  C. 
under  vigilant  observation,  so  as  to  be 
ready  for  a  change  of  diagnostic  base, 
whenever  circumstances  should  reveal  an- 
other pathological  focus. 

A  few  daj'S  suflSced  to  demonstrate  the 
error  of  my  diagnosis,  for  in  frequent  mi- 
croscopic investigations,  no  spetmatozose 
presented  themselves,  and  the  patient 
eventually  admitted,  that  he  had  misled  me 
by  denying  coition  previous  to  my  first 
examination.  I  was  thus  rid  of  my  diag- 
nostic error,  without  obtaining  new  diag- 
nostic grounds.  It  became  my  duty  to 
inform  the  patient  of  this  fact  and  I  sug- 
gested a  consultation  with  my  friend  Dr. 
Schnetter,  of  New  York  City,  whom  I  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  reliable  and  meth- 
odic of  diagnosticians. 

Dr.  Schnetter  gave  his  full  attention  to 
the  case  ;  examined  the  patient  repeatedly  ; 
went  over  the  whole  ground,  even  examined 
the  ejecta  of  the  stomach,  and  his  blood  for 
leucocythsemia  without  throwing  more  light 
upon  this  rather  obscure  case.  I  should 
mention  that  both  Dr.  Schnetter  and  m3'self 


had,  on  two  occasions,  discovered  albumen 
in  the  urine,  in  moderate  proportions,  but 
without  any  renal  epithelium  or  casts. 

There  was  still  no  diagnosis,  for  the  sup- 
position of  a  gastric  catarrh,  which  Dr. 
Schnetter  exclusively  favored  as  the  only 
pathological  base  in  the.  premises,  did  not 
satisfy  my  mind,  and  I,  therefore,  advised 
my  patient  to  start  for  Europe,  at  his 
earliest  convenience,  declining  all  personal 
responsibility  in  his  case. 

Mr.  C.  accepted  m}^  advice,  and  charged 
me  with  the  duty  of  putting  mj^self  in  com- 
munication with  Prof.  Frerichs,*  of  Berlin, 
whom  we  had  chosen  as  the  most  available 
and  best  qualified  advisor. 

I  knew  this  gentleman  by  reputation  only  ; 
I  was  acquainted  with  his  literarj"  merits  ; 
his  prominence  as  a  clinical  pathologist, 
and  his  standing  at  the  head  and  front  of 
the  profession  of  Berlin.  In  writing  to 
Professor  Frerichs,  and  in  commending  the 
case  of  Mr.  C.  to  his  special  eare,  I  stated 
that  we  had  no  diagnosis ;  that  we  had 
made  no  attempt  at  treatment ;  that  we 
submitted  the  case  untramelled,  to  his  ac- 
knowledged superior  skill  and  circumspec- 
tion, and  that  we  had  lost  no  time  in  experi- 
ments. Having  prepared  a  comfortable 
reception  for  our  patient  at  the  British 
Hotel,  I  parted  with  him,  with  the  hope  of 
seeing  him  return  at  no  distant  day  in  im- 
proved health. 

Mr.  C.  had  a  favorable  voj-age.  On  his 
arrival  he  was  relieved  of  all  anxieties, 
pertaining  to  his  lodgment,  and  was  soon 
after  visited  by  Dr.  Frerichs.  The  first  let- 
ter which  reached  his  relatives  in  New  York 
was  full  of  dulcamara.  The  sweets  were 
for  them;  for  Dr.  Frerichs,  after  a  cursory 
examination,  had  assured  the  patient  of 
speed}^  recover}^,  and  advised  him  to  enjoy 
himself  for  a  few  days  to  his  heart's  con- 
tent, in  seeing  the  sights,  going  to  the  bal- 


*  Dr.  Frei'ichs  is  Professor  Ordenarius  of  the  Berlin 
University,  and  occupies  a  high  office;  member  of  the 
State  J^Jxamining  Boaid;  beaisthe  title  of  Privy  Medical 
Counsellor;. is  director  of  the  Meuical  Clinic;  knighted, 
and  a  man  of  great  wealth.— Ed.  Record. 
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let  and  opera  ;  that  he  (the  doctor)  had  to 
accompanj^  the  King  to  a  rural  castle,  would 
soon  return,  and  then  direct  further  move- 
ments. The  bitter  pill  was  for  Dr.  Schnet- 
ter  and  myself ,  for  the  great  ^sculapius  had 
not  only  pronounced  a  positive  diagnosis, 
at  variance  with  our  investigation,  but 
sneered  and  laughed  at  the  very  idea  of 
sending  such  a  trifling  case  across  the 
ocean,  "  a  mere  fatty  enlargement  of  the 
liver."  Both  Dr.  Schnetter  and  myself  took 
this  severe  and  undeserved  criticism- with 
becoming  equanimit}^,  knowing,  as  we  did, 
that  the  patient  had  no  enlargement  of  the 
liver  when  he  left  us,  and  that  a  moderate 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver  furnished  no 
explanation  of  his  prevailing  sj^'mptoms. 
Withal,  we  were  greatly  astonished,  that  a 
man  of  Dr.  Frerich's  high  standing  and 
acknowledged  superiority,  should  take  so 
contemptible  an  advantage  of  the  absent 
phj^sicians  of  the  patient,  and  thus 
undermine  the  confidence  and  trust  which 
the  latter  had  reposed  in  us  without 
limitation.  As  will  be  seen,  this  iniquity 
found  its  own  reward  in  succeeding  devel- 
opments. 

Prof.  Frerichs  left  the  patient  with  the 
direction,  to  send  in  case  of  need  to  his 
assistant,  Prof.  M.,  but  did  not  expect  that 
emergency  to  arise. 

Mr.  C.  followed  the  advice  of  his  physi- 
cian to  the  letter ;  took  his  meals  at  the 
table  d'Jiote,  and  enjoyed  himself  every  way. 
At  the  hotel  he  became  acquainted  with  an 
American  phj^sician,  Dr.  Chase,  by  name, 
the  initials  do  not  appear  in  the  document 
to  which  I  shall  refer  hereafter.  Dr.  Chase 
was  often  in  his  company,  and  escorted  him 
to  places  of  public  resort.  His  services 
became  very  •valuable,  as  Avill  shortly  ap- 
pear. 

At  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  third  day 
after  his  arrival,  Mr.  C.  was  seized  with 
hseitiatemesis,  which  increased  in  vehemence 
and  quantity.  At  9  o'clock  the  same  even- 
ing he  expired.  The  second  letter  from 
Berlin  came  from  the  widow  imparting  this 


tragical  end  of  her  husband.  It  gave  all  the 
items  :  among  others,  Dr.  Chase  had  been 
sent  for ;  that  he  had  called  in  another 
physician,  and  that  the  blood  had  been 
arterial. 

Fortunately,  a  post-mortem  examination 
was  instituted  by  competent  men,  and  the 
report  signed  by  Professors  Cohnheim,  Dr. 
Chase,  and  another  gentleman,  whose  name 
I  cannot  make  out,  is  in  my  possession. 
The  report  covers  two  and  a  half  pages  of 
foolscap,  closely  written,  and  apparently  by 
Prof.  Cohnheim  himself,  and  enters  into  the 
finest  pathological  details,  which  need  not 
be  reproduced  on  this  occasion.  Suffice  it 
to  sa}^,  that  the  pathological  focus  of  his 
ailment  was  located  "  at  the  lesser  curva- 
ture of  the  stomach,  IJ  inch  distant  from 
the  pyloric  valve."  That  it  consisted  in  a 
"  large  transverse  ulceration,  IJ  inch  par- 
allel with  the  transverse,  and  f  of  an  inch 
parallel  with  the  longitudinal  diameter  of 
that  organ  ;  penetrating  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, the  muscular  coat,  and  at  some  point 
the  cellular  tissue  and  the  gastric  arter}^, 
(coronaria  ventriculi) ,  giving  rise  to  a 
deadl}^  hemorrhage.  The  margins  of  the 
ulceration  were  sharp-cut  through  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  and  of  a  brownish  color. 
At  the  anterior  portion  of  the  ulcer,  there 
is  an  arterial  opening  through  which  a  probe 
passes  into  the  aorta.  In  the  circumfer- 
ence of  this  opening,  the  artery  is  exten- 
sively corroded,  the  adjoining  parts  of  the 
ulceration  are  slightly  indurated  and  the 
mucous  membrane  corrugated ;  otherwise, 
the  stomach  is  perfectly  Lealthy." 

"  The  liver  is  sometvhat  small;  it  meas- 
ures in  its  transverse  diameter  eight  and  a 
half  inches  (instead  of  from  ten  to  twelve)  ; 
in  its  antero-posterior  diameter,  seven 
inches.  Its  greatest  thickness,  three  and  a 
half  inches.  In  its  external  appearance  it 
is  pale  ;  the  hepatic  acini  small  and  irregu- 
larly contracted,  permeated  with  white 
streaks."  There  are  "  no  other  evidences 
of  the  abnormal  development  of  connective 
tissue.     The  substance  is  firm." 
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•  The  key  to  this  atrophj'  of  the  liver  is  the 
condition  of  the  gall  bladder,  ' '  enlarged 
and  distended  to  five  and  a  half  inches  in 
length  and  two  and  a  qnarter  in  Avidth ; 
containing  a  veiy  serons  bile,  and  num- 
erous small  fragments  of  biliary  calculi ; 
the  largest  of  which  obstructs  the  cystic 
duct."  Moreover,  "the  gall  bladder  was 
adherent  to  the  hepatic  flexure  of  the 
colon." 

The  failure  in  diagnosis  is  most  deplora- 
ble ;  although  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
tragical  result  could  have  been  averted  by 
appropriate  treatment,  at  the  time  when 
Prof.  Frerichs  or  m3^self  took  cognizance  of 
the  case.  In  perusing  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  I  find  that  failure  in  diagnosticat- 
ing perforating  ulcers  of  the  stomach  is 
rather  frequent,  and  the  anatomical  scalpel 
has  often  assisted  in  substantiating  this 
class  of  diseases.  Besides  the  vomiting 
and  the  symptomatic  headache,  there  was 
nothing  that  could  have  referred  the  local 
lesion  to  the  stomach.  I  was  conscious  at 
the  time,  of  the  possible  presence  of  such 
a  condition  ;  yet,  my  suspicion  was  allayed, 
not  only  by  the  absence  of  pain  or  tender- 
ness, but  there  was  nothing  in  the  ejected 
contents  of  the  stomach,  that  could  have 
led  to  such  a  conclusion.  Sharing  in  the 
same  error  with  such  men  as  Clark  and 
Frerichs,  I  certainly  need  no  excuse  for  my 
shortcoming.  It  is,  nevertheless,  a  source 
of  satisfaction  to  me,  that  my  friend  Dr. 
Schnetter  and  mj^self  were  correct  in  refer- 
.  ence  to  the  size  of  the  liver  ;  and  it  is  some- 
what surprising  that  a  man  like  Frerichs 
should  have  committed  so  palpable  a  mis- 
take. I  have  hesitated  for  ten  years  to 
report  this  case,  so  as  not  to  cause  ill-feel- 
ing to  a  man,  who  has  certainly  deserved 
well  of  medical  science.  Were  it  not  for  the 
purpose  of  demonstrating,  that  even  the 
most  experienced  and  sagacious  practition- 
ers are  not  above  error,  nor  above  the 
duties  of  professional  courtesy  and  gener- 
osity, this  record  would  have  remained  un- 
written. 


II. 

Retro-uterine  Hcematocele  or  Maligna^it  Pel- 
vic Tumor  ?  That  is  the  Qvestion  !  Three 
Eminent  London  Gynaecologists  Unani- 
mously in  favor  of  Malignancy ;  Nature 
takes  Exceptions  and  saves  the  patient. 


During  niy  sojourn  in  the  British  metrop- 
olis, in  1851,  I  was  the  attendant  of  a  lady 
whose  case  was  remarkable  in  more  than 
one  regard. 

The  patient  was  thirtj^-seven  years  old, 
the  mother  of  several  children ;  of  delicate 
frame  but  of  average  good  health.  From 
the  fact  that  her  menstrual  flow  had  ceased 
for  several  months,  and  that  various  reflex 
symptoms  had  manifested  themselves  within 
that  period,  she  inferred  that  she  was  again 
pregnant. 

At  the  end  of  the  third  month  she  was 
seized  with  pains  like  those  of  labor,  and 
cruent  discharges  from  the  uterus. 

On  examination  I  found  the  external 
orifice  slightly  open,  and  the  entire  organ 
so  much  enlarged  as  to  render  a  three 
month's  pregnancy  highly  probable.  Ap- 
prehensive of  impending  abortion,  I  directed 
rest  in  the  recumbent  posture. 

Two  days  passed  without  material  change 
in  her  condition.  On  the  third  day  my 
attendance  was  urgently  requested  at  an 
early  hour.  I  found  the  patient  prostrate, 
pallid,  restless,  and  distressed  by  violent 
and  almost  continuous  pain.  Digital  ex- 
ploration revealed  a  tumefaction  sufficiently 
voluminous  to  fill  the  pelvic  cavity,  com- 
pressing both  the  urinary  bladder  and  the 
rectum,  extending  downward  almost  to  the 
perineum,  and  protruding  above  the  left 
pubic  bone  towards  the  iliac  fassa.  It  was 
so  shaped  as  to  embrace  the  uterus  posteri- 
orly and  obliterate  its  contoui'S.  The  sur- 
face of  this  tumor  was  smooth^  firm  and 
elastic ;  it  was  tender  on  pressure  ^  and 
immovable. 

Whatever  the  nature  of  this  tumefaction 
might  be,  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  it  had 
been  formed  over   night,   as  there  had  not 
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been  a  trace  of  it  on  the  previous  evening. 
The  sj'mptoms  were  indeed  so  boi^brous  and 
threatening  that  my  whole  attention  was 
centered  upon  palliating  her  sufferings, 
keeping  the  diagnosis  "  under  advisement. 
But  all  m}^  efforts  were  in  vain.  Besides 
the  pain  a  new  trouble  had  arisen,  in  the 
almost  impassable  obstruction  of  the  rec- 
tum, so  that  the  more  solid  faeces  were 
retained.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
suggested  the  propriet}^  of  consultation, 
and  commended  Erof.  Marplw,  of  the  Uni- 
versity College,  as  a  desirable  advisor. 

Great  was  m}^  surprise  when  Dr.  Murphy 
pronounced  the  case  a  malignant  growth, 
advised  the  free  use  of  anodynes,  and  the 
introduction  of  a  rectal  tube.  In  vain  did 
I  suggest  the  impossibility  of  a  malignant 
tumor  growing  within  the  limited  time  of 
one  night,  but  the  counsellor  seemed  to 
think  it  had  existed  there  for  a  long  time, 
and  had  escaped  ni}^  attention  on  previous 
examinations.  This  was,  however,  im- 
possible. 

Another  counsellor,  in  the  person  of  Dr, 
Robert  Lee,  was  called  in,  who  enjoj^ed  a 
great  reputation  as  a  gynsecologist.  He,  as 
well  as  a  third  counsellor  in  the  person  of 
Isaac  Baker  Brown,  confirmed  the  diagnosis 
of  Professor  Murph}^,  without  a  moment's 
hesitanc}'. 

I  must  admit  that  the  cachectic  ^-  appear- 
ance of  the  patient  and  the  hardness  of  the 
tumor  gave  ver}^  plausible  grounds  for  the 
diagnosis  advanced,  but  the  previous  histor}^ 
of  the  case  most  absolutely  precluded  its 
correctness.  How^ever,  m}^  friend  Brown 
advised  large  doses  of  morphine  in  com- 
bination with  belladonna,  which  almost 
immediately  brought  relief. 

It  ought  to  be  stated  here  that  the  path- 
ology, na}^  even  the  occurrence  of  retro- 
uterine hsematocele  had  then  not  been 
established,  otherwise  the  failure  in  the 
diagnosis  of  the  case  would  seem  incom- 
prehensible. 

It  remains  but  to  say  that  the  patient 
gradually  recovered,  that  the  tumor  dimin- 


ished in  size,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months, 
scarcely  any  trace  was  left.  Whether  the 
contents  were  reabsorbed,  or  whether  in 
part  they  found  their  outlet  through  a  per- 
foration m  the  rectum  I  am  unable  to  state, 
inasmuch  as  the  patient  was  not  frequently 
seen  by  me  after  Ihe  more  active  symptoms 
had  passed  away. 

In  the  succeeding  winter  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  the  counsellors  in  the 
case,  at  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
an(i  their  surprise  at  the  termination  is  bet- 
ter imagined  than  described. 

In  extenuation  of  their  error  in  the  diag- 
nosis, I  should  state  that  they  might  not 
have  fully  understood  the  history  of  the 
case  as  given  by  me,  on  account  of  ni}^  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  the  English  language 
at  that  time. 

Quite  a  number  of  cases  identical  in 
symptoms  and  course  with  the  one  related 
have  since  come  under  my  observation, 
which  were  clearly  recognized  as  retro- 
uterine hsematocele,  and  promptly  relieved 
by  the  trocar.  Hence,  I  have  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  according  to  both  the  history 
and  the  further  developments,  the  above 
case  belongs  to  the  same  categor3^ 

Thus,  a  diagnosis  is  better  made  late 
than  never. 

[Note. — Nelaton  first  clearly  described 
retro-uterine  hsematocele  in  1861  {vide  Gaz, 
des  hSpitaux^  No.  16  e^  seg.).] 

519  Pine  street,  St.  Louis. 

(Translated  for  the  Clinical  Record.) 

Quinine  in  Whooping- Cough.  —  Dr. 
Edw.  T.  Bruen  (Revue  de  Therap.  Medico- 
Ghirurgicale)  is  strongly  in  favor  of  qui- 
nine in  this  disease.  He  advises  that  it 
should  not  be  given  continuously  ;  if  its 
use  is  not  suspended  from  time  to  time 
there  is  danger  of  failure,  or  of  obtain- 
ing only  insignificant  results.  It  should  be 
given  in  rapidly  increasing   doses  for   five 
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daj's,  then  omitted  until  it  becomes  neces- 
saiy  to  recommence. 

If  the  attacks  are  violent,  it  is  well  to 
give  the  quinine  one  or  two  hours  before 
the  expected  attack.  Two  large  doses  in 
the  twent^^-four  lioUrs  act  ver}-  well,  espe- 
ciall}'  if  the  paroxysms  are  violent  at 
night. 

In  order  to  succeed,  large  doses  are  neces- 
sary, such  as  are  given  to  adults  in  ordinar^^ 
intermittent  fever  :  ten  grains,  to  a  child  of 
three  jxars,  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  sixteen 
to  twent}'  grains  to  one  of  twelve  j^ears. 
It  is  onl}^  in  proceeding  thus  that  we  can 
hope  for  success. 

In  several  cases  he  has  seen  the  number 
of  attacks  diminish,  under  this  treatment, 
from  forty  or  fifty  a  day,  to  eight  or  ten  ;  the 
cases  progressed  like  ordinary  cases  in  the 
period  of  decline  of  the  affection. 

Very  rarely  quinine  exerts  no  curative 
action.  Dr.  Bruen  has  observed  that  qui- 
nine moderated  the  violence  of  the  parox- 
3^sms  onl}^  where  their  number  was  dimin- 
ished. The  disagreeable  effects  of  the 
medicine:  headche,  cinchonism,  etc.,  are 
of    no    importance. — L' Union   Medical  clu 

Canada. 

» » » ^ 


Dressin^?^  for  Burns. — We  find  in  the 
Lyon  Medical  the  formula  for  a  preparation 
recommended  b}^  Rice  as  presenting  all 
necessar}^  qualities  required  in  dressing 
burns.  In  a  litre  (If  pints)  of  cold  water 
440  grammes  (14  §  1  5)  of  clear  glue  in 
small  pieces  is  softened  ;  solution  is  com- 
pleted b}^  the  aid  of  a  water-bath,  60 
grammes  (15.4  drachms)  of  glycerine,  and 
22  grammes  (338.8  grains)  of  carbolic  acid 
are  then  added.  Evaporation  is  continued 
until  a  bright  pellicle  forms  upon  the  sur- 
face. Upon  cooling,  the  mixture  becomes 
an  elastic  mass,  which  ma}'  be  liquified  by 
heat  whenever  wanted  for  use.  This  is 
applied  b_y  means  of  a  'brush,  and,  in  one 
or  two  minutes,  forms  a  brilliant,  flexible 
and  almost  transparent  coating. — Jour,  de 
Med.  et  de  Chir.  pratiques^  Feb.  1877. 


^mxt^pw^mu. 


THE   CURABILITY  OF  SYPHILIS. 


Editor  St.  Louis  Clinioal  Record  : 

Prof.  Zeissl  is  reported  as  saying  in  the 
course  of  one  of  his  clinical  lectures,  that, 
"  Some  think,  when  a  patient  has  for  a  time 
enjoyed  immunity  from  manifestations  of 
sj'philis,  that  he  is  cured  ;  but  I  tell  you, 
gentlemen,  that  if  a  man  contract  S3'philis 
he  will  die  syphilitic,  and  at  the  day  of 
judgment  his  ghost  will  have  syphilis." 
Whether  this  speech  emanated  from  the 
distinguished  teacher  to  whom  it  is  credited 
I  can  not  say ;  but  it  may  be  truthfully 
stated  that  the  opinion  most  deeply  imbued 
in  the  general  professional  mind  is  that 
S3"philis  is  an  absolutely"  incurable  malady. 
This  is  a  grave  error,  and  a  very  injurious 
one,  besides. 

I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  the  majority 
of  syphilographers  are  agreed  in  believing 
that,  under  proper  conditions,  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases,  S3''philis  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  curable  affection — not  only  palli- 
ated, "  hushed  up,"  so  to  ppeak,  but  that 
the  poisonous  principle  can  be  eliminated 
from  the  sjstem.  Of  course,  persons  af- 
fected with  syphilis  may  be  the  subjects  of 
many  and  repeated  relapses,  or,  in  rare 
instances,  the  malad}^  may  be  a  life-long 
affair  ;  but  I  think  that,  as  a  rule,  two  3'ears 
and  a  half  should  be  considered  as  a  limit 
within  which  recover}^  may  be  expected. 

It  is  well  known  that  mercury  is  not 
essential  to  the  cure  of  syphilis,  which  fact 
Baerensprung,  Dida}"  and  others  have  es- 
tablished-be3'ond  cavil.  '  Baerensprung  does 
not  hesitate  to  declare*^  from  a  large  experi- 
ence that  a  patient  treated  without  mercury 
is  safe  and  permanentl}'  cnred,  who  con- 
tinues free  from  constitutional  s^^mptoms 
three  months  after  treatment  is  discon- 
tinued. Didaj^'s  paper  on  the  same  subject 
is  too  well  known  to  need  repetition. 

Others  believino-  in  the  necessitv  of  a 
mercurial  course  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis 
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likewise  concede  its  curability  following  the 
judicious  administration  of  this  drug.  The 
propriety  or  non-propriety  of  mercury  in 
this  affection  does  not  materially  concern  us 
here,  as  my  only  present  object  is  to  show 
that  whether  we  pursue  a  merely  passive 
or  a  most  active  method  of  therapeutics  the 
result  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  is  the 
same,  viz :  a  complete  subsidence  of  all 
syphilitic  phenomena  in  the  course  of  time. 

But  the  principal  argument  in  support  of 
the  facts  above  mentioned  rests  upon  the 
now  fully  acknowledged  occurrence  of  the 
reinfection  of  persons  who  had  formerly 
been  the  subjects  of  constitutional  syphilis. 
Diday,  Hutchinson,  Follin,  Rodet,  Hardie 
and  others  have  reported  cases  of  reinfec- 
tion. Caspary  and  R.  W.  Taylor  have 
recently  added  to  our  knowledge  of  this 
subject.  Dr.  Taylor,  in  the  January  num- 
ber of  the  Archives  of  Dermatology^  gives 
the  history  of  an  undoubted  case  of  rein- 
fection. In  the  same  journal  is  an  abstract 
of  three  cases  reported  by  Caspary,  which 
are  as  follows  : 

Case  I.  A  man  belonging  to  a  consump- 
tive famil}^,  having  for  many  years  suffered 
from  syphilis,  his  lesions  being  well  marked, 
had  latterlj'  presented  no  sign  of  the  dis- 
ease. In  1868  he  had  severe  urethral 
stricture.  In  the  early  part  of  1869  he 
presented  an  indurated  ulcer  on  the  inner, 
surface  of  the  prepuce,  with  double  in- 
guinal adenopathy,  and  a  macular  syph- 
ilide.  He  was  treated  by  subcutaneous 
injections  of  sublimate,  which  caused  his 
lesions  to  disappear.  He  died  within  a 
year  of  his  second  infection  from  tuber- 
culosis. 

Case  II.  A  man  forty  years  of  age,  of 
weakly  constitution,  had  suffered  thirteen 
years  previously  from  a  hard  chancre, 
ulceration  in  the  throat,  condylomata  of  the 
anus,  and  eruptions  of  the  skin.  He  was 
twice  treated  by  the  inunction  cure,  and 
remained  free  from  sj'philis.  He  mamed  a 
healthy  wife,  and  had  healthy  children. 
Early  in  April,  1875,  he  showed  a  small 
indurated  nodule  on  the  corona  glandis, 
typically  syphilitic  in  appearance.     In  June 


the  scrotum  was  covered  with  excoriated 
and  scaling  papules,  there  were  papules  on 
the  forehead,  arms  and  over  the  bod}^  gen- 
erally. There  were  also  gland  infiltrations 
in  the  groins  and  throat.  The  original  in- 
filtration was  at  this  time  scarcely  percepti- 
ble. All  of  the  symptoms  were  dissipated 
by  thirteen  inunctions  of  three  grammes 
each. 

Case  III.  A  very  strong  man,  in  the 
summer  of  1861,  consulted  Caspary  on 
account  of  an  indurated  ulcer,  gland  infil- 
tration, and  a  maculo-papular  exanthem. 
Under  the  inunction  cure  he  was  relieved  of 
any  suspicious  sign,  and  thus  he  remained. 
On  the  11th  of  August,  1875,  the  author 
saw  him  again,  having  an  indurated  ulcer 
in  the  healing  stage,  gland  infiltrations,  a 
maculo-papular  exanthem,  and  erosions  in 
the  mouth.  He  was  quickly  cured  by 
inunction. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  hy  these  and  other 
similar  cases,  that  syphilis  is  a  curable  dis- 
esse,  and  I  believe  more  amenable,  to  treat- 
ment than  we  are  even  now  prepared  to 
credit.  W.  A.  Hardaway. 


^xtoa*t^  m»4  ^^b^teart;^. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Rupture  of  the 
Perineum. — By  George  Granville  Bantock, 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Edinburgh,  Physician 
to  the  Samaritan  Free  Hospital  for  Women 
and  Children,  (Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  Jan.  '77)  : 

The  author  first  defines  rupture  of  the 
perineum  as  a  laceration  of  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  the  perineal  body,  as  he  terms  the 
triangular  mass  of  fibro-elastic  tissue  be- 
tween the  diverging  vagina  and  rectum 
which  at  its  base  forms  a  considerable  part 
of  the  perineum. 

Rupture  extending  beyond  the  perineal 
body,  involving  the  sphincter  ani  or  any 
part  of  the  recto-vaginal  septum  are  in- 
cluded, while  those  involving  only  the  skin 
or  mucous  membrane  as  far  as  the  perineal 
body  are  excluded.  As  to  the  varieties  of 
rupture  the  author  accepts  Dr.  T.  G. 
Thomas'  division : 

1.  Superficial  rupture  of  the  fourchetW 
and  perineum  not  involving  the  sphincters. 

2.  Rupture  to  the  sphincter  ani. 

3.  Rupture  through  the  sphincter  ani. 

4.  Rupture  through  the  sphincter  ani 
and  involving  the  recto-vaginal  septum. 
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In  all  of  these  the  perineal  body  suffers 
and  an  operation  is  called  for.  Dr.  Bantock 
advocates  immediate  operation  as  giving  a 
firmer  perineum  than  a  later  operation,  a 
fact  to  which  his  attention  was  called  3'ears 
ago  b}^  two  patients  confined  b}^  him,  in 
both  the  perineum  had  been  completelj' 
ruptured  in  the  first  confinement  and  had 
been  repaired  b}-  a  distinguished  operator, 
in  the  one  -by  the  second,  in  the  other  by 
the  third  operation  ;  in  each  case  rupture 
again  occurred  and  it  was  impossible  to 
prevent  it  after,  the  loss  of  so  much  tissue 
as  repeated  operations  involved.  Little  or 
no  tissue  is  lost  in  the  immediate  operation, 
the  parts  are  not  stretched  and  a  firmer 
perineum  is  gained  ;  moreover  union  is  more 
certain  to  take  place  in  the  immediate  than 
in  the  remote  operation. 

Noeggerath,  for  instance,  cites  one  hun- 
dred cases  of  immediate  operation  by 
European  accoucheurs  such  as  Hecker, 
Winckel,  Schroeder  and  others,  in  seventy- 
five  of  which  complete  success  was  ob- 
tained ;  Professor  Von  Hoist  claims  to  have 
closed  up  every  single  case  in  which  he 
operated  and  Prof.  Schulze  succeeded  in 
uniting  the  thirt}"  deep  ruptures  upon  which 
lie  operated  immediatel}^  after  confinement, 
with  the  exception  of  two  in  which  the  pro- 
cess of  healing  was  interfered  with  b}^  puer- 
peral ulceration  of  the  vagina. 

The  author  regards  the  operation  as  one 
of  the  greatest  certainties  in  the  w^hole 
range  of  surgery,  and  saj^s  that  in  his  own 
experience  he  has  never  known  it  to  fail, 
and  that  the  contrarj^  method  has  never 
succeeded  in  those  cases  of  even  partial 
rupture  in  wiiich  he  has  been  prevented 
from  operating ;  it  requires,  however, 
equall}"  as  much  skill  as  the  remote  opera- 
tion, simple  sutures  should  be  used  and 
the}"  should  embrace  the  whole  de;)th  of  the 
wound ;  were  this  alwaj^s  carefullj-  done 
the  remote  operation  would  be  rarel}"  re- 
quired and  a  number  of  female  complaints 
such  as  rectocele,  cj'stocele  and  prolapsus 
would  be  almost  entirel}^  banished  from  the 
list  of  gynsecologists. 

The  immediate  operation  is  of  advantage 
to  the  patient  in  other  ways  too  ;  the  dis- 
comfort attending  the  use  of  sutures  lasts 
for  three  or  four  days  onl}",  and  the  patient 
obliged  to  keep  her  bed  during  the  puerpe- 
ral period,  can  take  advantage  of  this  to 
secure  the  healing  of  the  rupture  ;  in  pres- 
ent suffering  she  is  not  disturbed  with  the 
thought  that  at  a  future  time  a  painful  ope- 


ration will  be  necessary  ;  it  saves  expense  ; 
and  last,  but  not  least,  as  Dr.  Sutigen  has 
shown,  puerperal  fever  is  less  likely  to 
attack  the  patient  who  has  been  operated  on. 

Superficial  lacerations  of  the  perineum 
are  likel}"  to  appear  larger  than  they  are  on 
account  of  the  swollen  state  of  the  tissues 
after  delivery,  and  we  are  told  that  the  exact 
amount  of  rupture  is  to  be  ascertained,  not 
by  looking  at  the  extent  of  the  raw  surface, 
but  by  measuring  the  length  of  the  perin- 
eum left,  and  by  examining  the  condition 
of  the  perineal  bod}^  with  the  index  finger 
in  the  vagina  and  the  thumb  on  the  remain- 
ing perineum. 

Superficial  laceration  involving  the  mu- 
cous membrane  and  skin  only,  of  course 
requires  no  operation. 

The  author  now  leaves  this  interesting 
and  frequentl}^  discussed  subject  and  comes 
to  the  consideration  of  the  remote  opera- 
tion ;  in  this  he,  with  Marion  Sims,  con- 
demns quilled  sutures  not  only  as  unneces- 
sary, but  as  positively  injurious,  being  often 
followed  by  extensive  sloughing  by  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  perineal  bod}"  is 
destroyed,  so  that  a  thin,  membranous 
perineum  results.  He  has  seen  the  simple 
suture  succeed  where  the  quilled  suture  had 
previously  failed,  and  under  t^ie  same  hands, 
but  the  advantages  of  the  simple  suture 
have  become  still  more  apparent  since  he 
has  employed  stout  silk  worm  gut  which 
adapts  itself  better  than  wire,  being  more 
flexible,  and  thus  equalizing  the  pressure 
over  the  w^hole  loop,  it  is  equally  non- 
absorbent  as  wire,  can  be  rendered  antisep- 
tic, can  be  removed  with  as  much  ease  as 
silk  suture  and  produces  no  irritation. 
Since  using  the  simple  suture  and  silk  worm 
gut.  Dr.  Bantock's  patients  recover  and  are 
dismissed  in  about  a  week's  time  after  the 
remote  operation,  while  Baker  Brown's 
records  show  that  the  greater  part  of  his 
patients  were  about  a  month  under  treat- 
ment. 

The  operation  is  performed  with  the 
patient  in  lithotomy  position,  to  remove 
the  triangular  pieces  of  mucous  membrane 
the  author  prefers  to  do  it  in  strips  by 
means  of  scissors,  as  Emmet  does,  the 
method  being  accompanied  by  less  bleeding 
than  that  of  dissection.  The  torsion  for- 
ceps of  Spencer  Wells  are  used  to  arrest 
the  mostly  venous  bleeding. 

Great  stress  is  laid, -first,  on  the  import- 
ance of  not  allowing  the  deep  suture  to 
come  in  view  from  the  point  of  entrance  on 
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one  side  to  that  of  exit  on  the  other,  so 
that  perfect  adaptation  is  achieved  and  the 
formation  of  pouclies  avoided ;  secondly, 
that  after  bleeding  has  ceased  and  the 
coagula  have  been  removed  the  sutures  be 
tied  with  the  nates  approximated  and  the 
knees  brought  together,  and  the  force  used 
to  bring  the  raw  surfaces  together  be  ap- 
plied from  outside,  and  riot  between  the 
sutures. 

Baker  Brown's  double  lateral  division  of 
the  sphincter  and  Dieffenbach's  semilunar 
incisions  to  prevent  tension  are  regarded  as 
unnecessary.  As  regards  the  after  treat- 
ment, opium  is  given  for  two  or  three  daj^s, 
but  the  rectum  is  cleared  just  before  the 
sutures  are  removed  by  an  injection  of  four 
ounces  of  warm  olive  oil  followed  in  the 
course  of  two  hours  by  a  soap}^  enema ; 
the  catheter  is  to  be  used  every  six  hours, 
more  to  prevent  movement  than  for  any 
other  reason ;  the  patient  should  lie  on 
either  side,  the  parts  be  kept  clean  and  the 
vagina  washed ;  milk  and  farinaceous  diet 
for  two  daj^s,  on  the  third  fish,  then  any 
wholesome  food. 

Alcoholic  stimulants  the  author  regards 
as  increasing  the  suppuration  and  injurious 
to  the  healing  process,  and  believes  all  cases 
of  operation  better  without  them  ;  opium, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  deems  invaluable,  as 
it  allays  nervous  irritability  and  prevents 
bleeding. 

Incision  and  Discission  of  the  Cervix 
Uteri. — Dr.  Peaslee  has  given  before  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  an  inter- 
esting review  of  the  different  methods  of 
performing  trachelotomy  for  the  relief  of 
dysmenorrhoea  and  of  sterility  dependent 
upon  stenosis  of  the  cervical  canal  as  prac- 
ticed b}^  Simpson,  Sims  and  himself. 

Simpson  and  his  followers  use  the  metro- 
tome and  make  a  deep  incision,  not  unfre- 
quentl}^  in  the  consulting  robm,  of  the 
cervical  canal,  especially  at  the  internal  os, 
as  they  believe  that  to  be  the  most  frequent 
seat  of  the  stenosis,  in  consequence  of  this 
some  patients  have  died  and  others  narrowly 
escaped  death,  having  suffered  from  hem- 
orrhage or  pelvic  cellutitis.  Unless  con- 
traction by  cicatrization  occurs  the  opera- 
tion generally  cures  the  dysmenorrhoea,  but 
not  so  the  sterility,  as  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus  no  longer  preserves  its  normal  form, 
but  resembling  an  open  pouch  in  which 
neither  the  seminal  fluid  nor  the  ovum  are 
likely  to  be 'retained. 


Sims  first  uses  scissors  for  complete  dis- 
cission of  the  cervix  up  to  its  vaginal  at- 
tachment on  both  sides  and  then  incises  the 
whole  of  the  cervical  canal,  including  the 
OS  internum,  with  his  narrow  razor-pointed 
knife.  This  operation,  Peaslee  considers 
still  more  objectionable,  as  more  dangerous, 
the  risk  of  hemorrhage  and  septicaemia 
being  greater  and  the  cure  of  sterility  even 
less  probable,  and  these  objections  he  also 
urges  against  Sims'  operation  for  ante- 
flexion. 

In  order  to  determine  more  accurately 
the  depth  of  the  incision  necessarj^  the 
author  instituted  a  number  of  investigations 
as  to  the  normal  dimensions  of  the  external 
and  of  the  internal  os  uteri,  and  found  in 
multiparous  women  the  external  os  twice 
the  size  of  the  internal  os,  elliptical  in 
shape,  with  diameter  of  one-fourth  and  one- 
sixth  of  an  inch.  In  parous  women  the  os 
externum  presents  nearly  twice  the  area  of 
that  of  imparous  women,  and  is  about  as 
large  as  the  os  cotesnum,  in  the  majority  of 
cases  admitting  a  sound  one-fifth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  he  therefore  regards  a  diameter 
of  one-fifth  of  an  inch  as  ample  for  the 
removal  of  stenotic  sterilit}'  and  dysmen- 
orrhoea. 

Peaslee's  own  operation,  superficial  tra- 
chelotoni}^,  consists  of  incising  the  part  at 
which  the  stenosis  exists,  internal  or  exter- 
nal OS,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  give  both 
osa  their  precise  average  dimensions  in 
parous  women,  neither  more  nor  less,  hence 
the  incision  made  is  but  a  trifling  one,. often 
scarce  extending  through  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  not  endangering  the  life  of  the 
patient  either  by  hemorrhage  or  cellutitis. 

For  hospital,  Dr.  Peaslee  makes  use  of 
Sims'  speculum  and  the  tenaculum,  in  pri- 
vate practice  he  places  the  patient  on  the 
back  and  passes  his  instrument  into  the 
cervical  canal  precisel}^  like  the  uterine 
sound,  this  instrument  is  a  flattened  tube 
eight  inches  long  and  seven-sixteenths  of 
an  inch  wide,  except  at  its  terminal  portion, 
which  is  onl}^  one-eighth  of  an  inch  wide, 
in  this  tube  is  concealed  the  narrow  blade 
with  lateral  cutting  edges. 

After  this  ver}^  slight  operation,  in  fact 
less  dangerous  than  the  use  of  the  tent,  the* 
patient  need  only  be  kept  in  bed  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  the  dilator  must  be  used 
every  second  day  after  the  operation  for  a 
week,  and  then  two  or  three  times  more 
once  a  week. — Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  Dec.  1876. 
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Keports  of  the  Proceedings  of  Societies,  Correspond 
ence,  Notes  and  Medical  Items  are  solicited  from  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

Subscribers  are  likewise  requested  to  call  our  attention 
to  notices  of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  to 
all  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  profession. 

We  are  not  responsible  for  the  views  of  correspondents 


#tlit0wal 


CLOSE  OF  THE    THIRD    VOLUME. 


This  number  closes  the  third  volume  of 
the  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record.  We  trust 
that  our  subscribers  have  been  pleased  with 
the  independent  course  of  this  journal  to 
the  extent  of  continuing  each  his  own  sub- 
scription and  asking  his  neighbor  in  the 
profession  to  subscribe  also. 

We  hope  no  one  will  think  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Record  depends  upon  his  indi- 
vidual favor.  The  journal  is  now  too  well 
established  for  any  one  man's  ill-will  to 
affect  it.  We  purpose  furnishing  full  value 
for  every  dollar  received,  and  if  we  fail  to 
do  so  we  hope  no  false  modesty  on  the  part 
of  our  subscribers  will  prevent  their  telling 
us  of  the  fact. 

We.  expect  to  furnish  our  readers  with  a 
larger  amount  of  original  matter  during  the 
coming  j^ear  than  heretofore ;  and  have 
made  arrangements  with  many  of  the  most 
prominent  medical  men  in  St.  Louis  and 
the  East  to  contribute  articles  of  more  than 
ordinary  value  to  our  pages. 

The  review  department  will  be  conducted 
upon  a  basis  of  entire  independence,  and 


our  readers  may  depend  upon  receiving 
impartial  notices  of  all  new  medical  works 
of  any  value.  Impartial  criticism  will 
reach  not  books  alone,  but  also  periodicals, 
men  and  measures,  whenever  the  interests 
of  regular,  scientific  medicine  are  con- 
cerned. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  ask  the  support 
— both  in  cash  and  in  original  communica- 
tions, clinical  reports,  etc. — of  our  friends  ; 
of  those  not  our  friends  all  we  ask  is  fair 
play  and  open,  manly  opposition. 


♦  ♦  »" 


LIBERTY,  EQUALITY  AND  FRA- 
TERNITY:' 


Signs  are  to  be  seen  in  every  direction  of 
the  approach  of  the  medical  millenium. 
The  lion  of  scientific  medicine  seems  to  be 
about  ready  to  lie  down  with  the  pet  lambs, 
homoeopathy  and  so-called  eclecticism,  and 
that  fair  virgin  (of  doubtful  reputation), 
self-interest,  is  prepared  to  crown  the  figures 
of  this  charming  tableau  with  garlands  of 
peace  and  plenty. 

New  Remedies,  a  few  months  since,  her- 
alded the  advent  of  this  happy  era,  by  the 
statement  that  man}^,  if  not  most  of  the 
regular  specialists  of  New  York  were  seri- 
ousl}^  considering  the  propriety  of  encour- 
aging consultations  with  practitioners  of 
irregular  schools.  The  selfish  motive  of 
this  proposed  liberalism  was  broadly  inti- 
mated. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  piesident,  in  his 
opening  address,  boldly  proclaimed  the 
failure  of  our  cherished  Code  of  Ethics. 
The  matter  of  professional  relations  with 
irregulars  was  not  touched  upon,  but  if  the 
Code  is  at  fault  in  its  provisions  relative  to 
medical  and  surgical  patents  and  secret 
nostrums,  as  he  asserted,  it  is  but  one  step 
further  to  sa}^  that  it  errs  in  prohibiting 
consultations  with  practitioners  of  exclusive 
schools.      The   principle   is    the    same,    in 
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either  case  the  Code  condemns  what  is  be- 
lieved to  be  wrong  and  contrary  not  onl}' 
to  the  best  interests  of  humanity  but  to  the 
policy  of  the  profession. 

In  an  address  before  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Virginia  State  Medical  Association,  a 
prominent  gentleman  spoke  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude  the  regular  school  owes  to  homoe- 
opathy and  eclecticism  for  the  discovery  of 
the  self-limitation  of  man}^  diseases,  the 
value  of  h^^giene  and  the  uselessness  of 
many  articles  of  our  ancient  materia  medica 
—attributed  to  the  effects  of  the  former — 
and  the  introduction  of  valuable  remedies 
by  the  latter.  He  also  extolled  the  learn- 
ing and  gentleman^  bearing  of  some  of  the 
individuals  of  those  sects. 

The  February  numbers  of  a  regular,  and 
of  an  irregular  journal  published  in  this 
citj^  contain  articles  from  the  pen  of  the 
same  writer.  This  fact  possesses  a  certain 
significance,  when  placed  in  conjunction 
with  one  other  fact,  viz  ;  the  strong  advo- 
cacy b}'  the  regular  journal  referred  to  of 
the  medical  bill  now  before  our  legislature. 
This  bill,  as  our  readers  know,  places  regu- 
lar medicine  upon  the  same  footing,  before 
the  law  and  the  communit}',  as  the  isms  and 
pathys,  which  have  been  heretofore  deemed 
heretical.  We  have  always  admired  con- 
sistenc}^,  and  are  pleased  to  see  it  thus 
exemplified. 

A  late  number  of  the  New  York  Medical 
Iieco7'd  contained  a  letter  from  •  a  notorious 
charlatan,  formerl}^  of  St.  Louis,  claiming 
priorit}^  in  the  use  of  Lister's  antiseptic 
method  in  ovariotomy.  No  doubt  this  was 
quite  proper,  but  we  should  have  hesitated 
before  giving  space  to  an}^  one  whose  trust- 
worthiness is  impeached  in  advance  by 
his  connection  with  a  sj'stem  founded  on 
falsehood. 

But  that  portent  of  most  happj^  augur}?"  to 
the  irregular  schools  is  the  expressed  wil- 
lingness of  representatives  of  regular  scien- 
tific medicine  to  place  themselves  upon  an 
absolute  equality  with  them  by  serving  upon 
State  examining  boards  with  irregulars,  or 


of  granting  certificates  (which  are  tanta- 
mount to  diplomas)  to  irregulars  appearing 
before  such  boards  if  composed  of  regulars, 
irregulars,  or  a  mixture  of  the  two. 

After  thoughtfully  considering  "  the  situ- 
ation" the  editor  of  the  Record  finds  him- 
self unprepared  for  the  new  era  of  liberie, 
egalite  et  fraternite,  and  promises  his  read- 
ers to  remain  true  to  the  Code  of  Ethics 
and  to  what  h&  considers  the  interests  of 
medical  science.  The  Record  will  continue 
to  oppose  all  such  shameful  compromises  as 
that  contemplated  by  the  medical  bill,  and 
its  readers  shall  be  kept  informed  of  all 
such  treason  contemplated  or  accomplished, 
its  aiders  and  abettors. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


EXPERIENTIA  DOCET, 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  Judge  Turner,  of  Austin, 
Texas,  and  a  committee  of  the  medical 
societ}^  of  that  place,  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  homoeopathic  practitioner 
upon  the  examining  board  for  that  district 
of  our  neighboring  State.  This  corres- 
pondence is  quite  rac}',  and  developed  the 
points  at  issue  most  fully.  The  arguments 
of  Judge  Turner  were  such  as  might  be 
reasonably  expected  from  a  legal  luminarj^ 
when  the  profession  of  medicine  and  its 
relations  toward  systems  of  exclusive  dog- 
mas are  under  discussion. 

The  positions  of  our  medical  brothers  are 
well  sustained,  although  we  think  sarcasm 
was  wasted  in  this  instance.  We  sa}'  the 
positions  are  well  sustained ;  but  there  is 
one  error  fatal  to  their  entire  argument, 
viz  :  the  defense  of  a  bad  law. 

The  committee  states,  very  justl}^,  that  if 
the  judge  could  legally  appoint  a  homoeo- 
path or  an  eclectic  upon  the  board,  he  could 
find  equall}^  valid  reasons  for  placing  there- 
on a  spiritualist,  a  mesmerizer,  etc.,  etc. 
They  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  if  the 
board  would  be  compelled  to  issue  its  cer- 
tificate to  a  homoeopath  who  passed  the 
examination  in   anatom}^,   surger}^,  etc.,  it 


276 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  RECORD. 


would  likewfee  be  obliged  to  counte- 
nance all  the  other  isms  in  the  same 
manner. 

^Ye'al^ead3'  have  "  an  act  to  regulate  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgeiy  in  Mis- 
souri." This  act,  poor  as  it  is,  is  not 
enforced,  and  we  ma}^  be  certain  that  no 
other  act  will  meet  w4th  an}-  better  fate. 
The  fact  is,  ever}-  one  who  chooses  has  a 
legal  right  to  practice  medicine  in  these 
United  States.  An}^  attempt  to  limit  this 
high  and  glorious  privilege  will  be  met  with 
evasion.  If  there  is  an}^  attempt  to  enforce 
it,  the  attempt  must  be  made  b}^  phj^sicians  ; 
and  the  public  soon  forms  the  idea  that 
there  is  a  "  doctor's  quarrel "  in  progress 
which  interests  no  one  until  some  blatant 
quack  is  fined  or  ordered  to  cease  practice, 
when  he  is  immediately  considered  a  martyr, 
and  his  profits  increase  in  direct  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  fines  and  penalties  he 
earns  and  receives. 

So  long  as  the  "  dear  people",  prefer  to  be 
victimized,  cheated,  poisoned  and  maimed 
by  ignorant,  brazen,  unprincipled  scoun- 
drels, we  claim  they  have  that  among 
their  other  "  inalienable  rights,"  and  scien- 
tific ph3'sicians  will  gain  neither  in  profit 
nor  reputation  by  invoking  the  arm  of 
the  law  to  aid  them  in  putting  down  the 
quacks . 

Medical  knowledge  can  not  be  too  widelj^ 
diff'used.  But  general  intelligence  and  in- 
formation is  only  one  short  step  toward  the 
abolition  of  quackery.  In  order  to  reach 
the  root  of  the  matter  our  people  will 
have  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  the  principles  of  logical 
reasoning. 

Meanwhile,  we  advise  our  Texas  friends 
to  oppose  the  enforcement  of  their  medical 
law,  whenever  homoeopaths  or  other  irregu- 
lars are  appointed  upon  the  medical  boards, 
and,  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  remove  it 
from  their  statute  book.  Let  Missouri  ph}^- 
sicians  learn  from  the  experience  of  Texas, 
and  hesitate  long  before  putting  themselves 
in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 


Explorations  of  the  Aboriginal  Remains 
OF  Tennessee,  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D. , 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Clinical  Med- 
icine in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Universit}^  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. 
Ro3^al  quarto,  pp.  171.  Washington 
Cit}^ :  Published  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  [October,  1876.]  Smith- 
sonian Contributions  to  Knowledge,  259. 

The  remains  of  the  pre-historic  people 
which  are  scattered  over  our  country  will 
alwaj's  attract  the  attention  and  excite  the 
interest  of  scientific  men.  The  full  investi- 
gation of  the  mounds,  fortifications  and 
graves  of  this  people  must  be  made  b}^  phy- 
sicians if  the}'  are  to  yield  all  the  informa- 
tion they  are  capable  of  affording.  Among 
the  most  zealous  and  intelligent  of  the  many 
laborers  in  this  field  of  inquiiy,  the  name 
of  Prof.  Joseph  Jones  must  henceforth  take 
a  place  in  the  front  rank.  The  short  work 
now  under  consideration  shows,  in  every 
part,  fall  evidence  of  earnest,  conscientious 
work  which,  we  are  sony  to  sa}^,  is  rare  in 
productions  of  the  American  pen. 

We  do  not  purpose  to  give  an  account  of 
the  contents  of  this  brochure  except  as  the 
investigations  bear  upon  medical  science — 
those  interested  in  archaeology  per  se,  are 
referred  to  the  w^ork  itself. 

A  few  of  the  results  arrived  at  by  Prof. 
Jones,  of  special  interest  to  our  readers, 
are  as  follows  : 

Undoubted  marks  of  syphilis  were  dis- 
covered in  the  bones  of  the  skeletons  in- 
closed in  the  stone  graves  of  the  mound- 
builders.  This  he  considers  of  importance 
in  its  bearings  upon  the  histoiy  of  this 
disease,  and  tends  to  sustain  the  views  of 
those  who  maintain  its  American  origin. 

In  relation  to  the  terrible  pestilence  which 
carried  off  such  immense  numbers  of  the 
aboriginal  population  (as  shown  by  the 
great  number  of  their. graves,  and  by  tradi- 
tion among  the  Indians  at  the  time  of  the 
discoveiy  and  first  colonization  of  America) , 
our  author  gives  as  full  an  account  as  it  is 
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possible  to  do,  at  this  time,  of  the  matla- 
'zacoatl,  a  disease  which  appears  to  have 
been  peculiar  to  the  Indian  race,  and  seldom 
appeared  more  than  once  in  a  century.  He 
thinks  it  probable  that  this  disease  partook 
of  the  nature  of  the  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers  of  the  present  day.  Some  of  the 
epidemics  referred  to  by  the  first  historians 
of  the  countr}^,  and  by  some  supposed  to  be 
true  yellow  fever,  as  we  see  it  at  the  present 
da}",  he  thinks  were  rather  analogous  to  our 
malarial  fever  accompanied  b}^  complete 
jaundice,  intense  vomiting,  nausea,  and 
hemorrhage  from  the  kidne3's.  The  reasons 
he  gives  for  this  opinion  seem  conclusive. 

If  our  space  permitted  we  should  give 
Prof.  Jones'  account  of  true  j^ellow  fever 
and  amall-pox  as  they  have  appeared  in 
American  history. 

We  most  cordially  commend  this  work  of 
Prof.  Jones'  to  our  readers'  attention,  and 
express  our  thanks  for  the  ver}'^  excellent 
contribution  he  has  made  to  American 
archseolog}^ 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the 
Skin,  b^'  Louis  A.  Duhring,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Diseases  of  the  Skin  in  the 
Hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  Physician  to  the  Dispensar}"  for 
Skin  Diseases,  Philadelphia  ;  Author  of 
^'  Atlas  of  Skin  Diseases  ;"  etc.  8vo.  pp. 
618.     Philadelphia:    J.  B.  Lippincott  & 

.  Co.  1877.  St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  & 
Co.,  407  North  Fourth  street. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  welcome 
a  new  American  work  on  Dermatology,  and 
it  is  especially  gratif3'ing  since  we  can  say 
truthfull}"  and  without  exaggeration  that  it 
has  no  rival  as  a  text-book  in  English  or 
foreign  medical  literature  pertaining  to  this 
especial  subject.  This  may  seem  very  high 
praise  when  we  call  to  mind  the  man}^  ex- 
cellent treaties  on  diseases  of  the  skin,  but 
we  think  that  a  careful  and  understanding 
examination  of  the  volume  itself  will  fully 
bear  out  the  statement.  There  is  no  single 
text-book  which  contains  the'  same  and  so 
man}"  good  features. 

Fox,  Hardy,  Neumann,   each  represents 


his  especial  national  practice  ;  but  Duhring 
presents  us  with  a  work  neither  English, 
French,  nor  G-erman  in  its  tendencies,  but 
truly  eclectic,  and,  we  may  be  pardoned  in 
saying,  therefore  thoroughly  American. 
Dr.  Duhring  has  dedicated  his  book  to 
Prof.  Hebra,  but  he  has  not  servilely  fol- 
lowed either  the  theories  or  practices  of  his 
great  master,  and  this  is  nowhere  more  evi- 
dent than  in  the  very  definite  declaration  as 
to  both  the  constitutional  and  local  origins 
of  skin  aff'ections.  The  author  has  not 
hesitated  to  acknowledge  the  labors  of 
American  dermatologists  in  the  fullest  pos- 
sible manner,  and  almost  every  page  is  a 
reminder  of  his  generosity  in  this  regard. 
The  classification  adopted  is  essentially  that 
of  Hebra,  as  justly  considered  the  most 
practical,  and  likewise  scientific,  method 
now  at  our  command.  There  are  excellent 
chapters  on  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of 
the  skin,  and  on  etiology,  pathology,  diag- 
nosis and  treatment  reviewed  in  their  gen- 
eral aspects.  The  especial  diseases  are 
introduced  with  their  synonyms,  lucid  defi- 
nitions, symptoms,  causes,  pathology,  treat- 
ment and  prognosis.  The  treatment  is 
generally  divided  into  constitutional  and 
local,  and  such  formulae  as  are  deemed 
necessary  are  found  under  the  head  of  the 
disease  which  is  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion, and  not  among  a  farrago  of  obsolete 
prescriptions  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
The  indicacions  for,  and  the  management  of 
the  details  of  treatment  are  clear,  precise, 
and  simple,  and  it  is  the  feature  which  will 
be  found  particularly  valuable  to  the  student 
and  general  practitioner. 

We  think  the  author  is  wise  in  excluding 
from  a  practical  treatise,  illustrations  of  the 
pathological  histology  of  the  skin,  while 
due  attention  is  paid  to  the  accurate^ 
delineations  of  the  animal  and  vegetable 
parasites. 

The  space  at  command  forbids  a  more 
extended  and  critical  review  at  the  present 
time.  In  a  volume  of  over  six  hundred 
pages  the  hypercritical  may  find  numerous 
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sins  of  omission  and  commission,  but  to 
Dr.  Duhring  undoubtedl}' belongs  the  credit 
of  having  written  an  ahnost  perfect  text- 
book of  cutaneous  medicine.         w.  a.  h. 

The   Electric   Bath,    its   Medical   Uses, 

Effects   and  Appliances,  by  George  M. 

Schweig,  M.  D.,    Member   of  the   New 

York  County  Medical  Societ}^  etc.    pp. 

134.    New  York  :    G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 

1877.     St.  Louis  :  Gray,  Baker  &  Co. 

The  daint}^  little  volume  before  us  is  de- 
voted to  a  subject  which  has  been  brought 
into  disrepute  b}^  having  been  the  stock  in 
trade  of  numerous  unprincipled  charlatans. 
The  author  has  made  an  honest  effort  to 
place  the  use  of  the  electric  bath  upon  a 
sound  scientific  basis,  and  we  think  he  has 
been  extremeh^  successful  in  making  4ihe 
matter  thoroughly  intelligible. 

His  directions  for  constructing  the  neces- 
sary apparatus  are  clear,  as  are  his  direc- 
tions for  applying  the  different  currents  and 
the  reports  of  cases  treated. 

Dr.  Schweig  does  not  claim  that  the 
electric  bath  is  an  universal  panacea,  but 
clearly  indicates  its  uselessness  in  a  large 
number  of  affections.  The  enthusiasm  of 
the  specialist,  nevertheless,  crops  out  occa- 
sionally, as,  for  instance,  when  he  speaks 
of  the  absorption  of  extract  of  malt  by  the 
cutaneous  surface,  through  the  influence  of 
this  mode  of  appljdng  electricity. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  much  pleased  with 
the  work  and  heartily  commend  it  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers.  It  reall^^  does  "  sup- 
ply a  want  long  felt." 

Chemical  and  Microscopical  Analysis  of 
THE  Urine  in  Health  and  Disease.  De- 
signed for  physicians  and  students.  By 
George  B.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  Examiner  in 
Physiology,  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York,  etc.  Second  edi- 
tion, revised  and  enlarged,  with  eighteen 
''  illustrations,  pp.  97.  New  York  :  G.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons.  1876.  St.  Louis  :  Gray, 
Baker  &  Co. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  the  second  edi- 
tion of  tliis  valuable  hand-book.  The  w^ork 
has  been  carefully  revised  and  slightl}^  in- 
creased in  size.     The  new  chemical  nomen- 


clature and  notation  is  adopted,  and  the 
decimal  system  of  weights  and  measures* 
takes  the  place  of  tue  old  system.  For 
convenience,  equivalents  in  terms  of  the  old 
scales  are  given  in  brackets.  This  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  and  will  aid  in  ren- 
dering the  metric  sj^stem  familiar.  As  this 
change  is  merely  a  question  of  time  we 
welcome  everything  which  tends  to  hasten 
the  day  when  the  decimal  system  shall  be 
universally  emploj'ed. 

The  book  is  convenient  in  size,  and  is 
veiy  handsomel}'  illustrated.  We  consider 
it  one  of  the  best  manuals  upon  the  subject. 


Clinical  Record  onl}^  two  dollars  per 
3^ear  in  advance.  The  lowest-priced  medical 
journal  published  in  the  country^  containing 
an  equal  amount  of  matter. 

Digestine. — We  copy  the  following  arti- 
cle, by  Dr.  A.  F.  Shell}^,  of  Philadelphia, 
from  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  for 
Februaiy  3d  : 

This  is  obtained  from  the  gizzard  of  the 
domestic  fowl  (chicken)  and  is  a  specific 
for  vomiting  in  pregnane}'.  I  have  used 
this  remedy  for  twenty-five  years,  and  it  has 
never  failed.  It  is  also  the  most  powerful 
and  reliable  remed}'  for  the  cure  of  indiges- 
tion (dj'spepsia,  and  sick  stomach)  caused 
from  debility  of  that  organ.  It  is  useful  in 
all  cases  wdiere  the  pepsines  and  pancrea- 
tines  are  used,  but  with  much  more  certainty 
of  its  good  results,  for  it  puts  all  those 
preparations,  in  my  experience,  in  the 
background. 

In  complicated  affections  of  the  stomach, 
such  as  inflammation,  gastralgia,  pyrosis, 
etc. ,  it  ma}^  be  combined  with  subnitrate  of 
bismuth  and  opiates  ;  and  in  diarrhoea  and 
cholera  infantum,  with  astringents,  both 
vegetable  and  mineral.  I  have  given  the 
article  to  several  prominent  physicians,  who 
have  used  it  with  the  happiest  results, 
among  whom  I  may  mention  Professor  E. 
Wallace,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  ; 
he  o-ives  me  the  result  of  seventeen  cases 
as  follows  : 

In  vomiting  of  pregnancy,  out  of  nine 


ST.  LOUIS  CLINICAL  EECORD. 


279 


cases  he  cured  six,  and  palliated  two,  and 
in  one  case  the  remedy  was  not  taken  ac- 
cording to  directions,  and  therefore  had  no 
effect. 

He  used  it  in  seven  cases  of  sick  stomach 
caused  by  chronic  inflammation  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  cured  five,  and  two  remained  doubtful. 
He  also  used  it  in  a  case  of  very  obstinate 
sick  stomach,  caused  by  an  irreducible 
hernia,  and  sa3's  this  was  the  onl}'-  remed}'' 
that  gave  any  relief. 

We,  who  have  some  experience,  all  know 
that  vomiting  of  pregnane}^  is  a,  sore  afflic- 
tion, and  in  some  cases  almost  unendurable, 
nay,  indeed,  putting  life  in  jeopard}^ ;  but 
in  digestine  we  have  a  remedy  which  will 
prove  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  mothers, 
who,  as  3'et,  think  vomiting  must  be  endured 
£is  a  natural  consequence. 

If  I  am  able,  by  this  publication  to  in- 
duce the  medical  fraternity  to  make  use  of 
the  remedy,  I  am  positive  that  a  great  boon 
will  be  conferred  upon  a  class  of  sufl"erers 
who  claim  our  sympath3\ 

The  dose  is  from  five  to  ten  grains,  hardly 
ever  more  than  five,  except  in  obstinate 
cases.  For  children,  from  one  to  five 
grains.  M}"  mode  of  administering  it  is  in 
a  spoonful  of  water  or  tea,  or  it  may  be 
strewn  on  a  piece  of  bread  and  covered 
over  with  a  little  butter;  it  is,  however, 
nearly  tasteless.  In  dyspepsia  and  in  vom- 
iting of  pregnane}',  I  direct  it  to  be  taken 
half  an  hour  or  so  before  each  meal.  In 
other  affections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
ever}"  two  to  four  hours.  I  give  it  uncom- 
bined,  except  in  complicated  cases,  as 
heretofore  mentioned. 

The  methods  by  which  this  principle  can 
be  obtained  from  the  viscus  are  various. 
When  I  commenced  to  employ  it,  I  used  it 
in  rather  a  crude  state,  by  pulverizing  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  gizzard  ;  but  it  re- 
quires too  much  care  and  precision  in  the 
drying  and  cleansing  operation,  in  order 
not  to  destroy  its  virtues.  There  is  also 
great  inconvenience  in  obtaining  the  viscus 
during  the  heat  of  summer  and  extreme 
cold  of  winter,  as  temperature  is  one  of  the 
main  things  to  be  observed,  in  order  to 
preserve  its  efficac}',  purity  and  sweetness. 
Later,  finding  this  mode  of  preparation  un- 
satisfactoiy,  and  inconvenient  for  the  above 
reasons,  I  consulted  with  Wm.  E.  Warner 
&  Co.,  1228  Market  street,  Philadelphia, 
who  have  prepared  a  form,  designated 
digestine ;  its  purity,  and  also  its  good 
effects,  I  can  vouch  for. 


i<fmt  ^tm. 


The  Small-Pox  Hospital,  after  remaining 

without   an  inmate  for  seven  months,  has 

been  closed. 

^-♦-» 

The  New  Regime. — The  new  city  char- 
ter having  been  declared  by  the  courts  to  be 
in  full  operation,  the  mAinicipal  election, 
which  takes  place  next  month,  is  looked 
forward  to  with  some  interest.  A  new  city 
coroner  is  to  be  elected  hy  direct  vote  ;  while 
the  following  medical  positions  will  be  in 
the  gift  of  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of 
Health  :  Health  Commissioner  ;  Resident 
Physicians  to  the  Cit}^  Hospital,  to  the 
Female  Hospital,  to  the  Insane  Asj'lum, 
and  to  the  Poor  House,  (with  assistants) , 
two  Dispensary  Plwsicians,  and  Jail  Phy- 
sician. We  believe  that  the  present  in- 
cumbents, generall}^  speaking,  perform  their 
duties  satisfactoril}^,  and  hence,  trust  that 
the  vicious  principle  of  "rotation  in  office" 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  good  public  serv- 
ants will  be  retained  in  service.  In  our 
next  we  shall  probabl}-"  be  able  to  give  the 
names  of  the  fortunate  aspirants. 
♦-♦-♦ 

Missouri  College  Commencement. — The 

thirty-sixth  annual  commencement  of  the 
Missouri  Medical  College  took  place  on  the 
evening  of  March  2nd.  The  exercises  of 
the  evening  were  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  P.  G-.  Robert,  after  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  graduating  class,  sixty-eight  in 
number,  received  their  diplomas.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  those  who  passed 
the  examination  successfully : 

N.  W.  Abell,  Ky.  ;  H.  E.  Ahlbrandt,  St. 
Louis;  H.  D.  Allen,  Ky.  ;  J.  E.  Bahren- 
burg,  St.  Louis  ;    T.  J.  Bell,  Texas  ;  J.  C. 

D.  Carr,  Ills.,  H.  A.  Chandler,  Mo.  ;  J.  B. 
Crawford,  Ills.  ;  J.  R.  Crosswhite,  Mo.  ;  J. 

E.  Cummings,  Texas  ;  J.  B.  Deane,  Mo.  ; 
D.  R.Dickinson,  Nevada;  J.  W.B.Dwyer, 
Mo.  ;    Daniel  Dunklin,  Mo.  ;    G.   W.    Ed- 
wards,    Mo.  ;     Henry   Ehrhardt,    Illinois 
J.  B.  Foster,  Ark.  ;    T.  S.  Florence,   Mo. 
W.B.Grimes,  Ills.  ;  D.  M.  Garduer,  Miss. 
J.  J.  Harris,  Texas  ;  C.  A.  Hatch,  N.  H. 
G.  W.  Hoover,  Mo.  :    J.   S.   Hill,   Tenn. 
W.  W.  Hill,  Ind.  ;  Thos..-M.  Ha^mes,  111. 

F.  Hereford,  Mo.  ;  W.D.  Haliburton,  Mo. 
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C.  W.  Head,  Mo.  ;  C.  A.  Jessnp,  St.  Louis  ; 
J.  A.  Jo^ce,  Texas;  J.  H.  Kitchens,  Jr., 
Ark.  ;  J.  B.  J.ematt}^,  Ills.  ;  L.  E.  Love, 
Ark.  ;  S  D.  Livingston,  Mo.  ;  G.  P.  Liv- 
ingston, Mo.  ;  W.  D.  Lipscomb,  Texas  ; 
M.  McMurtry,  Ark.  ;  W.  T.  McKinley, 
Ky.  ;  C.  W.  Miller,  Texas  ;  W.  A.  McCal- 
lister.  Mo.  ;  P.  C.  Nugent,  St.  Louis  ;  T. 
O.  Pendleton,  Mo.  ;  C.  E.  Parker,  Ills.  ;  S. 
Piper,  Ills.  ;  M.  Reiser,  Mo.  ;  E.  Von 
Quast,  Ills.  ;  J.  F.  Roberts,  Tenn.  ;  J.  G. 
Robert,  St.  Louis  ;  W.  J.  Rutledge,  Mo.  ; 
R.  L.  Ruff,  Mo.  ;  C.  A.  Short,  Miss.  ;  E. 
T.  Sprakes,  Ark.  ;  H.  M.  Sargent,  Ills.  ;  ¥. 
Smyth,  Mo.  ;  G.  H.  Schmidt,  Texas.  ;  G. 
W.  Schade,  St.  Louis  ;  W.  T.  Taylor,  Mo.  ; 
J.  Frontenant,  Ohio;  G.  W.  Vogt,  St. 
Louis  ;  C.Watson,  Mo.  ;  E.  W.  Weis,  Mo.  ; 
Thos.  Zam,  Ind.  ;  H.  Rothstein,  Ills.  ;  T. 
R.  Finley,  Ky.  ;  J.  J.  Stephens,  Mo. 

Dr.  Hemy  Ehrhardt,  of  Beardstown, 
111.,  received  the  prize  in  surger}^  as  well 
as  that  in  Chemistry.  These  prizes  were 
awarded  after  a  public,  competitive  exam- 
ination in  each  branch.  The  examining 
committee  in  surgery  named  the  following 
gentlemen  as  being  worthy  of  honorable 
mention,  for  excellence  in  the  competitive 
test:  M.  J.  Epstein,  W.  W.  Hill,  H.  M. 
Sargent,  G.  H.  Schmidt  and  Claude  Watson. 

The  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  H.  Tuholske,  Professor  of  Anatom}^  It 
was  a  most  able  and  scholarly  production,  full 
of  sound  advice  and  practical  instruction. 
Energy  and  economj?-  were  indicated  as  the 
guides  to  professional  success  ;  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  "  natural  selection  and  the  survival 
of  the  fittest"  was  boldly  proclaimed  as 
holding  good  in  the  case  of  the  physician  as 
elsewhere  throughout  nature. 

Dr.  Chas.  A.  Hatch,  of  the  graduating 
class,  then  presented  the  college  with  a 
portrait  of  the  Dean,  on  behalf  of  the  class 
and  other  alumni.  An  appropriate  response 
was  made  by  Prof.  Moore. 

The  ad  eundem  degree  was  conferred 
upon  Wm.  R.  Simpson,  M.  D.,  E.  J.  Beall, 
M.  D.,  and  J.  W.  Hogan,  M.  D.  Drs.  J. 
W.  Thompson  and  F.  Humpert  received  the 
honorary  degree. 


♦  ♦  ♦ 


Saint  Louis  College  Commencement. — 
The  thirty-fifth  annual  commencement  of 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  and  the 
eleventh  of  the  Missouri  Dental  College, 
took  place  at  the  Mercantile  Librar}^  Hall, 
on  the  evening  of  March  8th.  Rev.  T.  M. 
Post  opened  the  exercises  with  prayer,  after 


which  the  members  of  the  graduating  class,, 
fift}^  in  number,  received  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  those  who  succeeded  in  passing 
the  necessary  examination  : 

John  M.  Bartley,  111.  ;  Russell  Bayley, 
Mo.  ;  John  Binney,  111.  ;  Alonzo  Blair,. 
111.  ;  James  C.  Blinkensderfer,  Mo.  ;  Alex,. 
Bruck,  Cal.  ;  Will  C.  Brumfield,  Ind.  ;  C- 
Buehner,  Mo.  ;  Sidney  J.  Burch,  Mo.  ;  L. 
M.  Chilton,  Mo.  ;  H.  W.  Chapman,  Mo.  ; 
Edward  R.  Cook,  Miss.  ;  Wm.  B.  Davis^ 
Texas;  Wm.  D.  t)elzell.  Mo.;  Wm.  G. 
Drake,  Mo.  ;  Jas.  W.  Dreyfus,  Mo.  ;  Eli 
J.  Drury,  Mo.  ;  Fisk  Elgin,  Md.  ;  Edward 
Engel,  Mo.  ;  Geo.  W.  Enlow,  111.  ;  Chas. 
E.  Fairman,  111;  ;  H.  Y.  Ferrell,  111.  ;  J.  P.. 
Flanders,  111.  ;  M.  W.  Flournoy,  Mo.  ;  C. 
C.J.  Fischer,  111.  ;  Saml.  M.  Forrest,  Mo.  ; 
Charles  H.  Foster,  Mo.  ;  Thos.  M.  Frazer, 
Ky.  ;  A.  M.  Gardner,  111.  ;  John  B.  Gor- 
don, 111.  ;  C.  O.  Harris,  Mo.  ;  F.  Aubry 
Howard,  Mo.  ;  Frank  H.  Kallmej^er,  Mo.  ; 
JohnR.  Kearney,  Neb.  ;  J.  L.  Love,  Kan.  ; 
J.  B.  B.  McNutt,  Mo.  ;  Irvin  J.  Maggard, 
Kan.  ;  John  A.  Moore,  Tenn.  ;  George  W. 
Moulder,  Mo.  ;  William  A.  Nunn,  Mo.  ; 
Levi  H.  Patty,  Cal.  ;  Wm.  A.  Pharr,  Mo.  ; 
J.  B.  Pierce,  Kan.  ;  M.  Haj^ward  Post, 
Mo.  ;  R.  O.  Shackelford,  Mo.  ;  J.  Gaston 
Soulard,  Mo.  ;  Wm.  J.  Tipton,  Mo.  ;  Wm. 
C.  Trotter,  111.  ;  Charles  H.  Watkins,  Mo.  ; 
Benj.  T.  Whitmore,  Mo.  ;  J.  L.  Wiggins,  111. 

The  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery 
was  then  conferred  upon  the  following- 
named  gentlemen  :  R.  H.  McNut,  J.  D. 
McMillan,  J.  G.  Harper,  A.  S.  Prince  and 
A.  J.  Prosser. 

Prof.  Hodgen  then,  on  behalf  of  the 
dental  class  of  1877,  presented  Prof.  Eame&- 
with  an  elegant  cane.  Suitable  addresses 
accompanied  this  presentation. 

The  valedictory^  address  was  then  deliv- 
ered by  Prof.  J.  S.  B.  AUeyne,  of  the  Chair 
of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica.  This 
address,  although  treating  of  a  hackneyed 
theme,  held  the  attention  of  the  large  audi- 
ence to  the  end.  The  history  of  medicine 
from  the  earliest  ages  to  the  present  time 
was  rapidly  reviewed,  and  the  examples  of 
the  great  men  of  the  profession  were  given 
to  those  entering  upon  the  rugged  path  of 
professional  labor,  as  worth}'  of  imitation. 
The  hardest  and  most  patient  workers  were- 
the  ones  who  succeeded. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  evening  closed 
with  a  benediction  pronounced  by  the  ven- 
erable T.  M.  Post. 


